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PREFACE

The Australian Agricultural Company occupies a strange, halfway
position in the story of Australian settlement. On the one hand

it was just another large sample of free enterprise, similar to any
number of others which have characterised Australia since the
1820s. On the other hand the Company’s early aspirations and
experience cast a distinctive, sideways light on the whole business
of colonisation.

Increasingly, towards the end of the twentieth century, Australian
historians have been preoccupied with the story of the nation. A
hopeful and enlightening move this may be in many ways. But we
lose a little as well. In the first place, a concern with the nation as
such means less interest in the way in which the various colonies
began and evolved, each in its own right — their fundamental
ideals, their methods of government and so forth. Even the
foundations of democracy and of mass education during the second
half of mid-nineteenth century seem less important now because
they were colonial rather than national achievements.

In these circumstances it may be even more difficult to appreciate
the significance of the Australian Agricultural Company as a
colonising effort. Founded by an Act of the British Parliament

in 1824 the Company followed very deliberately in the steps of
those great chartered enterprises which had sent English capital
and labour to several parts of North America — to Virginia,
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and Georgia — when that continent
was, from an English perspective, a “wilderness”. But the A.

A. Company itself set a precedent. It was one of several such
enterprises designed for the frontier of settlement in Europe’s
antipodes. The Van Diemen’s Land Company followed almost
immediately. Both the A. A. Company and the V. D. L. Company
took very large grants of land and their acreage made it hard for
them to position themselves anywhere but at a distance from the
colonial capitals. But there was a virtue also in isolation. Both were
to be mini-colonies in their own right, subject to the governors in
Sydney and in Hobart but ruled as well from boardrooms

in London.
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Some of the founders of settlement at Swan River, in Western
Australia, hoped to use the same model. This scheme came
unstuck, but its failure did not prevent the foundation of the
South Australian Company as an essential part of the project at St
Vincent Gulf in the mid 1830s — the “province” of South Australia.
There too there was a peculiar tension, for a time, between the
company’s little principality on Kangaroo Island and the governor
in Adelaide. Finally, across the Tasman, the New Zealand Company
was profoundly important in the settlement of New Zealand during
the 1840s.

In each case the tug of war was not only one of rival authorities.
It was also a matter of varying idealism. It would be wrong to

be too starry-eyed about the altruistic hopes of the Australian
Agricultural Company. As with all these enterprises, the main
point was to make money. To some extent high-mindedness was
a disguise, taken up in order to win friends in Parliament and

to put as much pressure as possible on the Colonial Office in the
argument for Crown land and convict labour. But there certainly
was an understanding that the Company represented something
unprecedented in the colonisation of the Australian mainland. It
was designed to create in this country a new kind of workforce,
and thus a new kind of population — moral, orderly and intelligent.
It was a striking symptom of the kind of ambition which was now
focussed on this part of the world. This was a chartered company
backed by large official promises. It represented one aspect of a
powerful combination of free and state enterprise, a combination
characteristic of the period which followed the Napoleonic wars
and one which may be too little understood in Australian history.
Here, in some ways, was a curious echo of eighteenth-century
mercantilism. But here too was the beginning of that tradition,

so important for Australia, which made officialdom itself into
something of an entrepreneur.

The Australian Agricultural Company thus offered an unusual
challenge to the government in Sydney. The local committee which
managed in the first years was the most powerful body which had
ever existed in the colony, outside government. The commissioners
which took over from the committee from 1829 were also important



men, though as the colony expanded they became gradually less
obvious in the overall scheme of things. Sir Edward Parry, the
first commissioner, was a particularly striking figure, a gentleman
of title, certain of his own importance, highly intelligent and
determined to make the Company a moral enterprise —a beacon of
high-minded paternalism for the colony at large.

In some ways then, the early records of the Australian Agricultural
Company have an importance for historians similar to Historical
Records of New South Wales and the Historical Records of Australia.
They do not have the same far-ranging significance, but as a core

of official data they tell a similar story of order imposed and of
idealism both realised and disappointed. Inreading one by one

the governor’s despatches, as they appear in HRNSW and HRA, it is
possible to trace the unfolding of personality among leading figures
as well as catching a little at least of the cross-currents of lesser lives.
The same can be done with the records reproduced here.

This was government in the bush. The Company’s ambivalent
character is frequently obvious — moneymaking is often overlaid
in these documents with a sense of some larger purpose, or at
least some larger dignity. In that way the official records of the
Company not only say something about the early possibilities of
government in Australia but also about the early possibilities

of capitalism.

Alan Atkinson
School of Classics, History and Religion
The University of New England
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INTRODUCTION

Letters of Sir Edward Parry, Commissioner to the Australian
Agricultural Company, December 1829 — June 1832

The Australian Agricultural Company was formed in London in
April 1824 to raise fine woolled sheep on a Crown Grant in the
Colony of New South Wales. The labour-force was to consist mainly
of assigned convicts, but the Company was to send out overseers,
shepherds, mechanics and other servants, together with a supply of
purebred Merino sheep, cattle and horses.

The first Company ‘Establishment” sailed from England in June
1825 on the York and the Brothers — under the direction of the
Company’s Agent, Robert Dawson. Dawson was to be supported
in his endeavours by a Colonial Committee of Management
composed of local shareholders. In the event, the members of
the Committee were James Macarthur, Dr James Bowman and
Hannibal Hawkins McArthur.

Soon after his arrival, in early 1826, Dawson made the decision
to take up the whole of the Company’s one million acre grant
between Port Stephens and the Manning River. The next two
years were occupied with exploration and the establishment of
the Company Settlement at Carrabean (later Carrington) on the
northern shore of Port Stephens, No. 1 Farm (near Carrington),
No. 2 Farm (Stroud), and a chain of sheep stations north towards
the out-station at Gloucester.

Meanwhile, in London, the Company had been prevailed on

to take over the coalmines at Newcastle, N.S.W. The Mining
Establishment, under John Henderson, arrived aboard the
Australia in November 1826. Through various misunderstandings
between the Company, the Company’s Colonial Committee,

the ‘Home Government’ (London) and the ‘Local Government’
(N.S.W.), the matter did not proceed, the differences being
referred back to London for resolution.

Robert Dawson was dismissed by the Colonial Committee in April
1828. When the news was received in London, the Directors sought
to appoint an authoritative Commissioner who could manage



their operations without an advisory Colonial Committee. Their
choice was Captain William Edward Parry R.N. (1790-1855), then
Hydrographer Royal. In 1829 he and John Franklin were knighted
in recognition of their naval expeditions between 1817 and 1825 in
the Canadian Arctic in search of the North West Passage.

Sir Edward Parry and his wife Isabella (née Stanley) arrived in
New South Wales in December 1829 aboard the William. Parry’s
brief was to restore and maintain due order in the Company’s
establishments; to review the situation of the Company’s million
acre Grant on the northern shores of Port Stephens and arrange an
exchange of lands if necessary; and to negotiate further with the
Colonial Government over the management of coal mines. By the
time this volume opens, some matters had been resolved.

The Land Grant

It had been agreed that the eastern part of the Port Stephens
Estate (around the Great Lakes) should be returned to the Crown
and an area equivalent in size should be taken elsewhere. The
consideration of land to the north of the Manning River and to the
north-east (the Liverpool Plains and Peel River) occupied much of
Parry’s time.

The Coal Mines at Newcastle

John Henderson, the Colliery Manager, returned to N.S.W. in the

Elizabeth in April 1830, four months after Parry. He spent the next months
exploring the area around the existing coalmines in Newcastle. By August
1830 Henderson had ascertained that a suitable seam of coal lay to the west
of the town, and negotiations began for the land grant and the necessary
labour. Parry was also involved in ascertaining the possibility of an export
market for coal and establishing the ‘prime cost’ or price at which, under
its ‘monopoly arrangements’, the Company was to supply coal to

the Government.

The Company’s Establishment

Officers

Under Parry as Commissioner — based at Tahlee, near Carrington
— the Company’s Establishment at Port Stephens was divided
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into departments: Accounts (Accountant William Barton), Flocks
(Superintendent Charles Hall), Cattle, and Stud (Superintendent
Henry Hall, appointed in May 1830), Agriculture (Superintendent
William Burnett, who accompanied Parry to N.S.W. in the William)
and Works (Superintendent the Surveyor John Armstrong). Other
officers included the Surgeon and Botanist, Dr James Edward Stacy,
and Parry’s private secretary, Henry Darch.

William Barton, the Accountant, who had been the senior officer
in N.S.W. before Parry’s arrival, proved a difficult man to deal with
— devising ever increasingly complex accounting methods and
maintaining that his authority came directly from the Directors

in London. Finally, in July 1831 Barton and his family sailed for
London where he was dismissed. He was followed in October 1831
by William Burnett who also proved unsatisfactory. Both Barton
and Burnett returned to NSW in 1834.

Indentured Servants

Most of the overseers, and some of the shepherds and mechanics,
were originally recruited in Europe — England, Scotland and
Germany. They were collectively known as the ‘indented servants’,
from the ‘indentures’ or contracts they had signed to serve the
Company for a fixed period, usually seven years. By 1831 many of
these contracts were coming up for renewal or cancellation.

Convicts| Assigned Servants

Most of the Company’s shepherds, stockmen and labourers, were
convicts otherwise termed ‘assigned servants’. Convicts had either
a fixed term sentence (usually seven or 14 years) or Life. Other
employees in this general category included:

* Ticket of leave men, that is convicts holding a ticket entitling
them to a degree of freedom of occupation and lodging within a
nominated district (such as Port Stephens) before the end of their
sentence or obtaining a pardon, or

* Emancipists, that is former convicts whose terms had expired or
who had obtained a pardon.

Obtaining sufficient numbers of convicts was a constant battle for
the Company: the Board for the Assignment of Servants never had



sufficient newcomers to meet the increasing demand; nor even to
replace those whose sentences were completed.

The indentured servants and emancipists were also generally
categorised as ‘Free’ (F), the assigned servants and ticket-of-leave
men as ‘Convict’ (C).

Military Establishment

Although a Justice of the Peace, Sir Edward Parry could not act

in cases concerning Company servants, free or convict. These

were matters for the Resident Magistrate, Captain Donelan and
later Captain Moffatt, who headed the small military police
establishment based at Port Stephens. The maintenance of the
police establishment, the responsibility for payment of salaries and
wages, and relations with the Company’s own convict constables
were frequently the subject of correspondence.

Colonial Shareholders

The Company’s capital stock was divided into 10,000 shares, each
to a nominal value of £100. As additional monies were needed,
‘calls” were made on the shareholders. By 1830, ten calls had been
made, totalling £21 per £100 share.

Two hundred shares had been reserved for offer to colonial
shareholders, and the Commissioner was responsible for arranging
the collection of the calls as they came due. By mid-1832, several
of the original colonial shareholders had died (eg John Piper, John
Oxley and Robert Campbell); others had transferred responsibility
for call payments to their English agents (eg Alexander Berry,
Thomas Icely and Matthew Hindson, William Walker and the
Macarthurs). Most of the remainder forfeited their shares through
non-payment in 1834.

Sales and Stores

As far as possible, the Company sought to be self-contained.
Annually, stores from colliery machinery to slop clothing, shoes
and wool bales were dispatched from London on requisition.

At Port Stephens the Company attempted to raise its own grain and
tobacco for rations — and such things as pit props for Newcastle.
However, such self-sufficiency was never completely possible — and
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it was necessary to advertise for tenders of wheat and other staples,
the sale of horses and cattle at the Maitland sales, and the services
of the Company’s stallions. The Company’s wool clip was intended
for the London auction houses. From the first it was necessary to
advertise for additional shearers, and for transport to convey the
wool from Port Stephens to Sydney and thence to England. Many
of these matters were handled through the Company’s agents in
Sydney, the merchant house of George Bunn & Co.

The Company cutter Lambton (62 tons) had been purchased in
Sydney from the New Zealand Company in March 1827. Under
her master, James Corlette, she plied between Sydney and Port
Stephens, occasionally via Newcastle. However, as a sailing ship,
she could be unreliable in unfavourable weather.

After the establishment of the regular steamship service between
Sydney and Maitland/Morpeth, Sir Edward Parry frequently used
it for the prompt dispatch of mail, or to travel himself, especially
when visiting Newcastle — riding from Tahlee to ‘Kinross’ (James
Graham’s grant at the confluence of the Hunter and Williams Rivers
— just below Raymond Terrace) where he boarded the steamer.

In 1834, on the completion of his term, Sir Edward Parry with his
family returned to London aboard the Persian. He was succeeded
as the Company’s Commissioner by Lieutenant Colonel Henry
Dumaresq.

The Archives of the Australian Agricultural Company

The extensive archives of the Australian Agricultural Company,
including the records of both the London and Australian head
offices, have been deposited with the Noel Butlin Archives Centre
(formerly the A.N.U. Archives of Business and Labour) since 1955.

Sir Edward Parry’s correspondence and record keeping as
Commissioner to the Australian Agricultural Company was
voluminous. In addition to the letters contained in these
letterbooks, he wrote lengthy formal, usually monthly, Despatches
to the Directors in England (NBAC reference 78/1), kept a Demi-
Official Letter Book ((NBAC reference 1/2B), Order Books (of
instructions to the Company’s Officers, Indentured and Assigned



Servants), and an official journal or diary (the diary is held by the
Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales).

The copies of Sir Edward’s letters written for recipients in New
South Wales are contained in two leather-bound volumes, 36.5
cm x 23.5 cm (14" x 9”), containing 300 pages, feint-ruled (NBAC
reference 1/38/1-2). The first volume covers the period 1829-1832,
the second 1832-1834.

It would seem, from internal evidence, that Sir Edward (or J.
Edward Ebsworth in Parry’s absence) would write the final draft
of a letter into the copybook or amend an existing letter in pencil,
from which Parry’s Secretary, Henry Darch, would write the final
version ‘in a fair hand’.

The back of the first volume also contains entries for baptisms at
Port Stephens between 1827 and July 1831. The children were
subsequently received into the congregation at Christ Church,
Newcastle. The entries were transcribed and published in Pure
Merinos and Others (P. A. Pemberton, A.N.U. Archives of Business
and Labour, Canberra) in 1986 and are available on the Noel Butlin
Archives Centre web site.

Dr Pennie Pemberton
Canberra, July 2005
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Note on transcription

All the letters are heavily — and inconsistently — abbreviated, with
the frequent use of superscript letters. For ease of consultation, the
following editorial changes have been made:

1. Some spelling has been standardised but some frequently used
words have been left in their original form: eg Honorable,
advertizement, favorable and expences.

2. All given names have been extended: Jno. to John; Geo.
to George; DI to Daniel; Benjm to Benjamin. Also Ausn to
Australian, Commsy to Commissary &c.

3. ult, inst and prox have been extended to ultimo, instant and
proximo respectively.

4. The names of newspapers and ships have been italicised.

5. Single inverted commas have been used for the names of horses,
eg. ‘Cleveland’.

6. Double inverted commas “ ” have been used only for reported
speech.

7. Abbreviations such as TL or TofL (Ticket of Leave); H. M. (His
Majesty’s); H. E. (His Excellency [The Governor]) have been
extended.

8. The capitalisation is erratic and has generally been left as in the
original.

9. Additional punctuation — usually dashes — has been removed.

10. Place names have been left as spelled (see index for modern

version). Surnames have been ‘corrected” only if spelt
incorrectly in one place and not another.

11. Sums of money and weights have been written in a
standardised form.

12. Paragraph numbering has been retained in (semi-) official
letters.

13. The usual method of referring to convicts (by their ship, ship’s
voyage number and sentence) has been retained, eg James
Goodwin, Guilford 7, 14 Years.



14. Letters which are unnumbered in the original document
have been allocated numbers during transcription eg the
unnumbered letter following Letter No. 3 is now Letter No. 3a.
The first five letters are unnumbered in the original and have
been named Letters A to E in the transcription.

15. (C) (for ‘Convict’) indicates assigned servants and ticket-of-leave
men.
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Map 1:
Places mentioned in the text. Modern place names are shown in bold type
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I. 1829: Letter A—C

Letter A
Ship William, Port Jackson
23" December 1829

To the Committee of Management of the Australian Agricultural
Company
Sydney

Gentlemen,

1. I beg to acquaint you with my arrival here this day in the
Ship William and have the honor to enclose herewith a Letter from
the Directors of the Australian Agricultural Company, informing
you of my appointment as Commissioner for managing their affairs
in New South Wales.

2. I shall be glad to afford you a perusal of the Power of
Attorney therein alluded to, whenever I have the pleasure of a
personal communication with you, and previously to its” enrolment
in the Supreme Court according to the Provision of the Act of
Parliament on that subject.

3. Irequest you will do me the kindness to suggest when and
where it will be most convenient for us to meet. And, as it is my
intention to proceed to Port Stephens with the least possible delay,
perhaps you will do me the kindness to fix the earliest period which
may suit your Convenience.

4. T have also to request that you will take such Steps as you
may deem requisite, for causing all the Effects and Documents in
reference to the Company’s Affairs to be placed in my possession
and that you will particularly point out to my Notice any Letters
written by yourselves, or by any Officer of the Company’s
Establishment by your direction subsequently to your Despatch
No. 13 dated 25" February 1829.

5.1 beg to assure you that I shall feel greatly obliged by any
advice and information, with which you may do me the favor to
furnish me, and which from your superior knowledge and
experience in such matters, cannot fail to be of essential assistance
to me in the important duties I have undertaken to perform.

W. E. Parry
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Letter B
Sydney
26" December 1829

George Bunn
Sydney

Sir,

Considering it requisite for the Interests of the Australian
Agricultural Company, that an Agent should continue to act on
their behalf at Sydney as heretofore, for the following purposes,
vizt

1* The receipt and forwarding of Letters, Stores &c

2" The purchase or Sale of Stores &c

3" The Collection of Debts due to the Company

4" The Receipt of Monies due, or to become due, for Calls

5" The Shipment to England of Wool or other produce or the

disposal of it in New South Wales.

I request you will inform me whether you are willing to
continue in this Agency, and that you will propose to me the lowest
terms of Commission upon which you may be disposed to undertake
it.

W. E. Parry, Commissioner for Managing the Affairs of the

Australian Agricultural Company in New South Wales

Letter C
Sydney
29" December 1829

To the Venerable the Archdeacon of New South Wales

Sir,

Being anxious to promote, by all the means in my power, the
Spiritual Welfare of the numerous individuals about to be placed
under my Control at the Establishment of the Australian Agricultural
Company at Port Stephens, I take an early opportunity of requesting
your kind Offices in the appointment of a Chaplain to be resident
on the spot.

When I acquaint you that the number of persons now
composing this Establishment is between four and five hundred,
of whom about three hundred and fifty are Convicts, and that there



has hitherto been almost a total absence of Religious and Moral
instruction among them, I feel confident that I need not further
urge the necessity of providing for our wants in this way.

I beg to add that, having authority from the Company to
institute a School upon their Estate, for the instruction of the
Children of the Company’s Servants, I shall feel greatly obliged by
any assistance which you can give me in procuring a competent
School Master and Mistress for that purpose.
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2. 1830: Letter D — Letter No. 297

Letter D
2nd January 1830

George Bunn
Sydney

Sir,
I request you will cause the enclosed Notice to be inserted, as
early as possible, in the Sydney Gazette.

-000-
Australian Agricultural Company

Notice is hereby given that a Letter of Attorney appointing Sir
William Edward Parry, Knight Sole Attorney, and Commissioner
for Managing the Affairs of the Australian Agricultural Company
in New South Wales, was this day enrolled in the Supreme Court,
in pursuance of the direction contained in the Act of Incorporation
Sydney — 1" January 1830.

Letter E
Sydney
4" January 1830

J. E. Ebsworth
Port Stephens

Sir,
1. I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter (No. 788) of
the 12" December 1829 and also of that of the 28" of December (No.

808) the latter addressed to the Colonial Committee, together with
its Enclosures — A B & C.

2. With reference to Paragraphs 1 to 4 in your Letter No. 808,
I acquaint you that the Committee have a decided objection to any
breeding Stock, except that belonging to the Company, being
admitted upon their Estate. You will, therefore, communicate to
Mr Donelan my intention not to allow this practice, except in the
case of Mares put to the Company’s Entire Horses.

3. Irequest you will immediately cause to be publickly notified
to the Company’s Officers and other Indented Servants, my
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appointment as Commissioner for Managing the Company’s affairs
in New South Wales and my intention to proceed to Port Stephens
without delay.

4.1 beg you will prepare, against my arrival, which may be
expected about the middle of the present Week, a New Book of a
convenient size, for the insertion of all orders given by myself from
the time of my commencing the Controul of the Company’s Affairs.

5. I also request that you will prepare such Returns of every
kind as may put me in full possession of the Company’s concerns
on my arrival at Port Stephens.

6. Herewith you will receive a List of the Cases &c containing
my private property, which are shipped on board the Carrabean as
also of seven packages &c belonging to the Company. A second
vessel may be expected immediately to follow the Carrabean to Port
Stephens with the remainder of my baggage.

7. Mr Burnett having arrived in the William, as Agriculturalist
to the Company, with his Wife and four Children, I request you
will make all the preparation in your power to give him and his
family the best accommodation, which circumstances will permit,
in readiness for his proceeding to Port Stephens by the next return
of the Lambton.

8. You will have a Cargo of Wool ready for the Lambton on
my arrival, with which she will, if possible, sail for Sydney the
following day.

9. You will direct Mr Armstrong to prepare to lay before me,
soon after my arrival, a full and clear Statement of the Surveying
he may have performed subsequently to his last Reports to the
Committee, which have been put into my hands; the execution of
a very important part of my duty being dependent on the Work
he has performed.

Letter No. 1
Port Stephens
11" January 1830

James Bowman, H. H. M‘Arthur
Sydney

Gentlemen,

1. I have received a Letter (of which enclosure A is a Copy)
from Mr George Bunn dated the 5" of this Month on the subject of



a Claim which he prefers against the Australian Agricultural
Company as their Agent at Sydney, and to the payment of which
certain objections have been raised on the Score of irregularity.

2. As the subject of this Claim has been fully discussed and
enquired into, in the course of your Correspondence with Mr
Ebsworth; and as that Gentleman has not received your Answer to
his Letter (No. 780) dated the 27" of November 1829 I request you
will have the goodness to furnish me, at your earliest convenience,
with your Replies to the Four Queries, contained in that
Communication to enable me finally to settle this Account.

Letter No. 2
Port Stephens

11" January 1830

J. W. Donelan
Port Stephens

Sir,
1. In reply to your Letter to Mr Ebsworth of the 24™ yltimo
enclosing one of the same date from Mr Field District Constable,

requesting you to obtain permission to bring to the Company’s
Estate a Mare and her Foal.

2.1 beg to acquaint you that I cannot permit any
breeding-Stock, except that belonging to the Company, to be
admitted upon their Estate, unless it be in the case of Mares put to
the Company’s Entire Horses.

Letter No. 3
Port Stephens

13" January 1830

George Bunn
Sydney
Sir,
1. Enclosed is the Invoice of the Wool belonging to the
Australian Agricultural Company sent herewith by the Lambton

and which I request you will cause to be shipped for England by
the first safe and desirable Conveyance.
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2. T herewith transmit to you Bills drawn on the Governors
and Directors of the Company to the Amount of (£2000 -) Two
Thousand Pounds Sterling - vizt

4 Sets of £100 — each £400

4 Sets of £150 £600

4 Sets of £250 £1000
£2000

which I request you will cause to be placed to the Credit of
the Account of the Company at the Bank of Australia.

3. I wish the accompanying Advertisement to be immediately
inserted in the Sydney Gazette and the Australian Newspaper,
repeating it as often as you may consider necessary.

4. As it appears that some irregularity has existed in the
transmission of the Sydney Newspapers to Port Stephens, I request
you will in future cause to be regularly transmitted to me in the
Despatch Box two Copies of the Sydney Gazette and one Copy of the
Australian, considering this new Regulation as entirely superceding
all former ones on the subject.

5. Mr Burnett and his family and Goods will return to Port
Stephens in the Lambton, and he is directed to leave Sydney not
later than the 18" instant — I request you will take care that her
Sailing is not deferred beyond that day, it being of the utmost
importance to get the rest of the Wool to Sydney without delay.

6. Enclosed you will receive a Letter (in Original and Duplicate)
addressed to the Governors and Directors of the A. A. Company —
the first of which you will be pleased to transmit by the first
opportunity, and the other by the next that may occur.

7.Irequest you will acquaint me by the Return of the Lambton,
about what day the first ship for England is likely to sail.

8.1beg you will have the goodness to comply with the inclosed
Requisition by return of the Lambton if possible.



Letter No. 3a
Port Stephens
16" January 1830

Circular

John Armstrong
William Barton
William Croasdill

J. E. Ebsworth
Charles Hall

J. E. Stacy

William Wetherman

Among the subjects which have engaged my attention since
my arrival at Port Stephens, that of the Free Store is one of no small
importance. Being desirous of availing myself of your experience
on this subject I request you will give Me, In Writing, and as early
as convenient, your opinion thereupon.

The Points upon which I particularly wish information may
be comprised in the seven following Questions, to which I beg you
will reply according to the best of your Judgment

1* Would a Free Store, well conducted and with a strict
limitation as to prices, be a benefit to the Company and their
Servants, or not?

2" If not, state why?

3" Have the prices hitherto charged at the Free Store been
exorbitant —i.e. — have the profits been more than reasonable upon
the fair Sydney prices?

4™ What evils, if any, do you anticipate from having no Free
Store?

5" With a free Store well conducted, would there probably be
more drinking of Spirits, or less, than at present?

6" Would a well-conducted Free Store tend to Check the
present illicit Practice of Selling Spirits by the Company’s Servants?
7" In the event of Mr Slade’s return to Port Stephens, do you

think the Company’s Servants would purchase of him to any extent?

Irequest that, having replied to these Questions, you will then
suggest what Regulation you think best to be adopted on this
subject. I confidently rely on receiving from you such information
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and advice as may best contribute to the Interests of the Company,
and to the Order, Comfort and Well-being of their Servants

Letter No. 3b
Port Stephens

25" January 1830

George Bunn

Sydney
Sir,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 21"
instant, also one of the same date addressed to Sir Edward Parry:.

The unfavorable State of the Weather has hitherto prevented
the Cargo of the Lambton being examined to ascertain if it be
correctly delivered.

I beg to notify to you that No. 473 of the Australian Newspaper
has been omitted to be forwarded. Bags to convey the remainder
of the Flour to Port Stephens will be transmitted by the Lambton.

I enclose an Account against Mr Thomas Street overseer of the
Glatton amounting to £2.0.6. to be deducted from the Freight of
that Vessel — the Master’s receipt for the Provisions is also sent
herewith.

J. E. Ebsworth

Letter No. 4
Sydney
27" January 1830

Edward Davies
H. M. Ship Crocodile

Sir,
In reply to your Letter of the 23" instant I beg to acquaint you

that it will not be in my power to avail myself of your Services in
the manner proposed in that Communication.



Letter No. 5
Government House, Sydney
28" January 1830

J. E. Ebsworth
Port Stephens

Sir,

1. I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 25"
instant with its several Enclosures A to F inclusive.

2. I'request you will take immediate steps for putting into
execution the Plan for thrashing the Wheat proposed in Paragraph
4 of your Letter.

3. I also desire you will send me word how many disposable
Steel Mills there are at Port Stephens, of what size, and whether
any Regulation has ever yet been adopted for the Assigned Servants
Grinding Corn for their own Consumption, according to the Common
Custom of the Colony.

4. I herewith return Mr Wetherman'’s Requisition for Stores
from England, to be incorporated in a General Requisition to be
sent home by the Sovereign.

5. The Invoice of Goods forwarded by the Lambton on her last
Voyage must be transmitted to me, that Cash-payments may be
made for the several Items, contained in it, if correctly furnished;
also the Invoice of the Lambton’s present Cargo for the same
purpose.

6. You will direct Mr Burnett to explain to me, in writing, why
his Bill at Cummings’ was not paid according to my directions to
him on that head. I shall hope to receive such an Explanation from
him, as may be satisfactory to the Directors, to whom it appears
that I shall probably have to refer this Matter.

7. You will also direct Mr Burnett to examine his Bill which
has been very unaccountably and irregularly put into my hands
by the Waiter by his directions; and to report whether the Account
is Correct.

8. The accompanying Receipt is to be given to Mr Burnett,
informing him that I will forward the £5. — by the Sovereign
according to his request.

9. The Memorandum in the accompanying Packet to Mr Barton
is to be copied into the Order Book previous to its being delivered.
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10. You will cause the Garden Seeds brought by me from the
Cape to be issued in small quantities to such of the Company’s
Officers as require them, provided they are willing to pay the price
given by the Company. Mr Barton has the Account of Mr Villet
from whom they were procured. You will take care to reserve a
sufficient quantity of seeds for the Garden at Tahlee, and for the
Officers up the Country should they require any.

11. Mr Armstrong having given me his Written promise
(herewith enclosed) to complete the Plans of the Buildings on the
Settlement by the 6" of February you are to see that this is complied
with, and send me the whole of the Plans, with Mr Armstrong’s
List in Duplicate, for immediate transmission to the Directors. I
desire that you will then in my name, furnish Mr Armstrong with
such Employment as may be, in your opinion, most beneficial to
the Interests of the Company.

12. In case of my health not allowing of my Return to Port
Stephens before the departure of the Sovereign which is expected
to take place about the 10" of February, I request you will send me,
for transmission to the Directors, every Document which may
convey to them information of interest, relative to the present state
of their affairs.

13. Among the rest I wish to have a Return of all the Cows on
the Estate used for the purposes of the Dairy, their usual Weekly
produce, and how distributed. Also a Return of those granted to
Individuals for their own use, specifying each person.

Letter No. 6
Sydney
29" January 1830

George Bunn
George Street

Sir,

1. With reference to your Letter of the 26™ ultimo, proposing
to continue to act as Agent for the Australian Agricultural Company
at Sydney, upon the terms therein detailed, and for the purposes
set forth in my Communication to you of the same date, I beg to
acquaint you that, the proposed terms appearing to me just and

reasonable, I am willing that you should continue to transact the
business of the Company at Sydney accordingly.



2. In order to preserve due Regularity in the Company’s
Accounts, and to prevent any possible recurrence of those doubts
and discussions respecting your Claims upon the Company, which
have lately proved so unpleasant to all parties, I request that you
will attend to the following Regulations in the making of purchases
on Account of the Company.

3. 1" Whenever a Requisition is sent to you for Stores from

Port Stephens they are (except in the Cases presently mentioned)
to be sent as soon as possible by the Lambton, accompanied by a
Complete Invoice, and a Corresponding Bill of Lading. The latter is
of course, to be signed by the Commander of the Lambton or other
Vessel employed, and is intended to make him responsible for the
Actual Cargo put on board, thereby preventing the possibility of
any further disputes on that head.

4. 2" The Exceptions just alluded to are in Cases where large
quantities of any Goods may be required, and I may consider it
expedient to advertize for Tenders, or to have Samples previously
sent to Port Stephens. These cases will be specially mentioned in
the Requisitions.

5. 3" On the delivery of the Goods at Port Stephens, of proper
quality and in good condition, a check [sic] upon the Bank to the
Amount of the Invoice will immediately be drawn, and sent to you,
to enable you to make Cash-payments. The interval between the
purchase and the payment will then scarcely ever exceed ten days.

6. 4" Bach Bill is then to be duly receipted, by the respective
parties from whom the purchases were made, and these being
transmitted to Port Stephens, (if possible by the Return of the
Lambton) the transaction may be considered complete and your
Commission upon the Amount of the Invoice will then be placed
to your Credit.

7. Should any extraordinary case arise, you will have the
goodness to conform as nearly as may be practicable to the principle
of the above Regulations, acquainting me with the peculiar
Circumstances, that any new arrangement may be made which
appears requisite to meet them.

8. I propose drawing up some Regulations for the Sale of Goods
on the part of the Company, which I shall take a future opportunity
of communicating to you.
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Letter No. 7

Sydney
29" January 1830
G. M. Slade
Sydney
Sir,

1. I have delayed replying to your Letter on the subject of
your Return to Port Stephens, until I could make myself acquainted
with all the Circumstances of the case upon the spot.

2. For this purpose, among other means of Enquiry, I addressed
a Circular to all the Officers of the Company’s Establishment, and,
having received their opinions upon the subject, I have no hesitation
in acquainting you that I conceive it would be the highest injustice
to yourself as well as to the Company’s Servants, to allow you to
return to Port Stephens as the Free Store Keeper.

3. I trust you will do me the Justice to believe that, entering
upon the subject, as I have done, entirely free from prejudice of
any kind, I have been actuated in this occasion, only by a sincere
and earnest desire to do what is fair and just to all parties.

Letter No. 8
Sydney
30" January 1830

George M. Slade
Sydney
Sir,

1. I truly regret that any thing contained in my Letter of
yesterday should have injured your feelings, and that you should
have mis-construed what I there said, as directed against your

character, honor, or integrity, with which it is neither my business
nor my intention to meddle.

2. Since however, you have thus unaccountably mistaken my
meaning, I have no objection to state, for the satisfaction of your
Creditors and the World, that it is not your Character, but your
Circumstances, which influenced my decision. The Free Store keeper
at Port Stephens shall never, with my Knowledge and Consent, be
one labouring under pecuniary difficulties — for this plain reason,
that he cannot obtain Goods except at an extravagant price, which,



with a fair and honest profit to himself, becomes an exorbitant one
to the Company’s Servants. It is my opinion that this would be your
situation, if you returned to Port Stephens, and, under these
circumstances, I happen to know that you would obtain no
purchasers. I therefore repeat that to permit your return would be
the highest injustice to yourself as well as to the Company’s
Servants; for your debt would soon be doubled if you did.

3. I shall be glad if this explanation is satisfactory to you, as
regards your Character, against which I have heard no imputation.

4. With respect to the promise to which you allude, I can only
say that I never made any such Promise.

5. Iam compelled to add that had I known that I was about to
subject myself to such a communication as that to which I am now
replying, I should not have given myself the trouble of any
explanation whatsoever (which I did out of kindness to yourself)
but should have contented myself with a simple announcement of
the decision to which after a long and anxious deliberation, I had
unwillingly come.

Letter No. 9
Cummings’ Hotel
Sydney
30" January 1830

Mr John Clark
St Andrew’s Coffee House
George Street

Sir,

In reply to your Letter of the 18" instant, lately received, I
request you will send me, as early as convenient, any testimonials
you may be able to procure, as to your Character and Qualifications

for the situation you desire to fill under the Australian Agricultural
Company.
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Letter No. 10
Cummings’ Hotel
Sydney
30" January 1830

Thomas Ascott, Esq., Mr Langton’s
Near Barker’s Mill, Sydney

Sir,
In reply to your two Communications of the 27" instant, I beg

to acquaint you that I have, at present, no thoughts of engaging a
Person in either of the Departments to which you allude.

Iregret that, with the strong and respectable testimonials you
state Yourself to possess, I know of no situation under the Australian
Agricultural Company, which it is in my power to offer for your
Acceptance.

Letter No. 11
Cummings’ Hotel
Sydney
2" February 1830

Richard Stubbs
91 George Street

Sir,

In reply to your two Communications of the 30" ultimo and
the 1* instant, received yesterday, I request you will procure and
transmit to me such written Testimonials, as to Character, Capital,
and Credit, as you may be able to procure, for the object you have
in View.

I beg to add that I cannot in this instance, act upon any but
written Testimonials.



Letter No. 12
Government House
Sydney
2" February 1830

C. T. Smeathman
Coroner, 29 Upper Pitt Street

Sir,
From the tenor of your Letter of this day’s date, I fear that the
nature of the vacant situation therein alluded to has been

misunderstood by you; and I have reason to suppose that it is not
of a kind which would be worthy of your attention.

If you could conveniently come to Cumings’s[sic] about 11
to-morrow, I should be glad to communicate with you on the
subject.

Letter No. 12a
Port Stephens
2" February 1830

George Bunn
Sydney
Sir,
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter and its

Inclosures of the 28" ultimo.

With reference to the Newspapers I have to apprize you that
No. 471 of the Australian dated 7™ January and No. 1765 of the
Gazette (in Duplicate) have not been forwarded to Port Stephens.

The Account presented by the Editors of the Australian shall
be examined and reported on by the next opportunity.

J. E. Ebsworth
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Letter No. 13
Cummings’ Hotel
Sydney
5" February 1830

Archibald Hood, Jacob Newton’s
Williams’s River, by Newcastle

Sir,
In reply to your Letter of the 27" ultimo, I request you will
transmit to me such Testimonials as you may be able to procure, as

to your fitness to undertake the situation alluded to in your
Communication.

I beg to add that, in this instance, I cannot act upon any thing
but written testimonials.

Letter No. 14
Cummings’ Hotel
Sydney
5" February 1830

John Odell
5 King Street, Sydney

Sir,

In reply to your Letter of this day’s date, I request that you
will transmit to me such Testimonials as you may be able to procure,
as to your Character and Qualifications to undertake the situation
alluded to in your Communication.

I beg to add that I cannot, in this instance attend to any but
written Testimonials.

Letter No. 15
Port Stephens
8" February 1830

George Bunn
Sydney
Sir,
I beg to return you the whole of the Accounts relative to the
Australian and Sydney Gazette Newspapers — also of Charges for



printing &c — in number four — and have to make the following
Remarks —

1. The Account for two Copies of the Australian (£1:19) and
for advertizing (£0.19.6) in the quarter ending 31" December 1828
was paid by Mr Barton before he left Sydney.

2. The following numbers of this Paper have never reached

Port Stephens —No Copy of Nos 400 to 433, 442 and 462. No second
Copy of Nos 374 to 383, 394 to 399 and 451 to 469.

3. The Papers dated 28" April — 1, 5, 8 and 12 May 29, and 31
July —5, 7, 12, 14, 18 and 21 August and 23" September 1829 not
having been received here the correctness of the Charge for
Advertizements cannot be ascertained.

4. The Printing Account can be checked by yourself as you
ordered the Work to be performed for the Company.

5. No Copy of the Gazette has been transmitted to me —I am
unable therefore to examine any Claim which may be made by the
Editors of that paper on the Company.

Before these Accounts can be settled, it will be necessary you
should make inquiry respecting the foregoing particulars.

J. E. Ebsworth

Another Letter dated 24" February addressed by me to Mr

Bunn relative to the Sydney Gazette Accounts is registered in my
Letter Book. Page 413, No. 810.

J. E. Ebsworth.

Letter No. 16
Sydney
9" February 1830

George M. Slade
Sydney
Sir,

In reply to your Letter of yesterday’s date, I beg to assure you
that immediately on my return to Port Stephens, which will take
place in a few days, I will pay attention to your Account, and
communicate with you on the Subject without delay.
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Letter No. 17
Sydney
9" February 1830

D. Maclean or Machan
Bathampton
Bathurst

Sir,
In reply to your letter without date or address, stating yourself

to be a candidate for the situation of Superintendent of Horses and
Cattle on the Estate of the Australian Agricultural Company

I have to acquaint you that it will be necessary for you to
procure and transmit to me (at George Bunn's Esq., George Street,
Sydney) such written Testimonials, as to Character and
Qualifications for the Situation in question, as you may be enabled
to obtain.

I cannot, in this instance, attend to any-thing but written
Testimonials.

Letter No. 18
Sydney
gt February 1830

Thomas Boardman
Wallis Plains

Sir,
In reply to your Letter without date or address, stating yourself

to be a Candidate for the Situation of Superintendent of Horses and
Cattle on the Estate of the Australian Agricultural Company,

I have to acquaint you that it will be necessary for you to
procure and transmit to me (at George Bunn Esq., George Street,
Sydney) such written Testimonials, as to Character, and
Qualifications for the situation in question, as you may be enabled
to obtain.

I cannot, in this instance attend to any-thing but written
Testimonials.



Letter No. 19
Sydney
15" February 1830

Henry Hall
Mrs Panton’s
George Street
Sydney
Sir,
Sir Edward Parry begs to acknowledge the receipt of Mr Hall’s
Letter of the 9" instant, this moment come to hand, and to inform
him that unless he transmits written Testimonials nothing

whatsoever can be done with a view to his filling the situation of
Superintendent of the Company’s Horse and Cattle Department.

As Sir Edward Parry leaves Sydney to morrow he hopes Mr
Hall will be able to forward the Testimonials required, in time, if
not, to address them to him at Port Stephens, forwarding them to
the care of Mr George Bunn, George Street Sydney who will do the
needful.

Letter No. 19a
98 George Street
Sydney
16" February 1830

E. A. Hely
Sydney
Sir,

The Australian Agricultural Company at Port Stephens having
immediate occasion for the number and Description of Servants as
undermentioned, I request you will be pleased to obtain the

permission of His Excellency the Governor for their Assignment to
the Company, as early as may be practicable.
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Namely No.|If these cannot be had, the next most
desirable as under -

Brickmakers or 6

Bricklayers

Carpenters or Joiners 2|2 Men accustomed to work as Sawyers

Agricultural Labourers| 10

Shepherds 5|5 Agricultural Labourers
Shoemakers 2|2 Weavers
Clerks

27

Making a total of 27 Men —

Letter No. 20
Sydney
16" February 1830

George Bunn
Sydney
Sir,

Being desirous of explaining to the Governors and Directors
of the Australian Agricultural Company — why the 28 Bales of their
Wool, which came from Port Stephens by the last Voyage but one,

of the Lambton are not shipped on board the Sovereign as originally
intended

I request that you will furnish me with an Explanation of the
Same for the information of the Governors and Directors
accordingly.

Letter No. 21
Port Stephens
22" Pebruary 1830

James Bowman }

H. H. McArthur} Esgs
Sydney

Gentlemen,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of
the 10" instant acquainting me that a Balance remains due to the



Bank of Australia from the Company, for Drafts drawn by Mr
Ebsworth previous to the 31" December 1829 and suggesting the
propriety of settling the same by one or two methods which you
have therein proposed.

I beg to acquaint you that I have instructed Mr Ebsworth to
draw and forward to you a Set of Bills for the Amount so due, or
in course of becoming due to the Bank.

Letter No. 21a
Tahlee House
Port Stephens
23" February 1830
1 o’Clock PM

J. E. Stacy
Surgeon
Port Stephens

Sir,

Sir Edward Parry understanding that Mr Benjamin Stacey [sic]
is very dangerously Ill, requests that Mr Stacy will meet Dr Nesbit
[sic] at his (Mr Benjamin Stacey’s) house, at two o’Clock this day
on a Consultation.

Letter No. 22
Port Stephens
25" February 1830

George M. Slade
Sydney
Sir,
With reference to your Letter addressed to me on the 8™
instant, requesting to be furnished with a statement of your account,

I beg to acquaint you that no Complete Account can be made
out, until I receive from you a Statement of your Claim upon the
Company for Orders drawn upon you from time to time by Persons
duly authorized, together with the Orders themselves as Vouchers.

Whenever you transmit these Documents, no time shall be lost
in furnishing you with your Complete Account.
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Letter No. 23
Port Stephens
25" February 1830

George Bunn
Sydney

Sir,
1. I herewith enclose an Invoice of 22 Bales of Wool, which,

together with that now in your Warehouse, I request you will cause
to be shipped by the first safe conveyance to England.

2. I also inclose a Requisition for Stores, to which I request
your early attention.

3. I wish the Tobacco mentioned in the Requisition to be
purchased of Mr A. B. Spark, as Agent to Mr Peter McIntyre; the
latter Gentleman having offered it to me at One Shilling and Six
pence per pound.

4. The enclosed Advertisements for Tenders for Thirty
thousand Bricks are to be inserted in the Sydney Gazette and
Australian, and I request you will accept the lowest Tender,
provided the Articles offered be of good quality; arranging with
the Contractor as to the Shipment of them on board the Lambton in
quantities of five to ten thousand at a time according to
Circumstances. I have directed Mr Corlette to arrange with you,
respecting the Shipment of the Bricks, which I am desirous of
conveying to Port Stephens as soon as possible.

5. I herewith transmit to you Bills drawn on the Governors
and Directors of the Company to the Amount of (£2,000) Two
thousand Pounds, namely -

4 Sets of £100 each £400

4 Sets of £150 each £600

4 Sets of £250 each £1000
£2,000

which I request you will place to the Credit of the Company’s
Account at the Bank of Australia.

6.Enclosed is a Copy of the Regulations which I have just
Established for Freight and passage in the Lambton, to which I
request your particular attention. Accompanying the Regulations,
are several Blank Forms of Orders intended for your use, whenever
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you are applied to on this subject — you will observe that I have
filled up one of these Forms in Red Ink, for the purpose of shewing
more clearly what my intention is. I request you will immediately
put one of these into the hands of a Printer, sending me a proof
sheet when ready, and an Estimate of the Expence of printing five
hundred of them upon Common paper. In the Meantime, you can
make use of the Manuscript Forms now sent.

7.1 wish the Lambton to bring, on her next Voyage to Port
Stephens, a number of Prisoners which have, I understand, been
assigned as Servants to the Company. An Arrangement has been
made with Colonel Allan, for a Corporal and three Soldiers of the
57" Regiment to accompany them as a Guard.

8. Iinclose herewith a Check on the Bank of Australia for £50.
— to enable you to make Cash Payments for the Articles contained
in your Invoice per Lambton of the 16" February, I request you will
send me a Receipt for the same.

9. One of the Castings, weighing 33lbs, and the Curriers knife
stone, are returned as unfit for the purposes for which they were
intended (see the present Requisition).

10. I beg to call your early attention to a Memorandum ¢
herewith enclosed, relating to some of the Vouchers for your
Accounts with the Company, rendered subsequently to the 31% of
December 1829 which are requisite for completing the Company’s
Accounts during that period. Also between the 30" September 1829
and 1* January 1830.

11. I request you will send, by the next Cutter, the four Steel
Mills procured for the Company, With Hoppers properly fitted to
them.

I should be glad to know when, and by what Ship, the next
opportunity of writing to England is likely to occur.

-000-
Memorandum G

A Memorandum for Mr Bunn, relative to his Accounts with
the Company, subsequently to the 31* of December 1829.

Account settled by Check on the Bank, 25® January 1830
(£117.12.0) — Vouchers wanted for the several items.

In the Invoice per Lambton 28" January 1830, the Item for
1360 lbs of Tobacco amounts to £170 — whereas the Receipt of
Samuel Morrice, on behalf of Mr Phillips for the same quantity is
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for £34 only. It is presumed that the remainder (that is, two Shillings
per pound) is for duty, the Tobacco having been purchased in bond,
but it nowhere appears on the Documents. Is there no Voucher for
the payment of the 2/- per pound? At all events, it should be
mentioned in the Invoice (herewith returned for that purpose) as a
Separate Item.

The Item “Paid Government Store — rent on Tobacco”. Is no
receipt given for this? Insert in the Invoice the period for which
Rent is charged,

501bs of powder (£5.12.6) was previously charged in the
Invoice of the 16" of January.

The following Vouchers are wanting to complete the Accounts
between the 30" September 1829 and 1* January 1830.

Invoice

5" October for Charges of |£2:2:6
23" October £6:4:0
23" October £5:8:4
7™ December £20:15:9
7™ December £5:1:6
7™ December £8:11:4
16" December £18:1:0
16" December £41:5:0
16" December £3:5:0
16" December £36:0:0
16" December £12:10:0

A number of small Accounts prior to 1* January 1830 are

herewith returned, being unsigned, and therefore of no use in the
Company's Accounts.



Letter No. 24
Port Stephens
25" February 1830

E. A. Hely
Sydney
Sir,
The Man named in the margin having been lately sent to the William Power,
Hudlow, Life
Magistrates at Port Stephens by the Superintendent of Police,
charged with having absconded from the Australian Agricultural
Company, and his name not appearing upon any List in the
Company’s Office, I request you will inform me, from any Records

in your possession, at what time, and from whence, he appears to
have been Assigned to the Company.

Letter No. 25
Port Stephens
25" February 1830

Thomas McVitie
Sydney
Sir,

Finding that it would materially facilitate the keeping of the
Australian Agricultural Company’s Accounts, if the Checks drawn
by me upon the Bank of Australia were returned to me when paid,
together with the Banking Book.

I request you will cause this arrangement to be made
accordingly, should you see no objection to the same.
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Letter No. 26
Port Stephens

25" February 1830

James Laidley
Deputy Commissary General
Sydney

Sir,
1. I have the honor to transmit to you herewith the following

Documents relating to the Accounts between His Majesty’s
Government and the Australian Agricultural Company, namely:

2. 1" Accounts (in Triplicate) and Vouchers for the issue of
Provisions by the Company to the Military Guard at Port Stephens,
for the year ending the 25" December 1829.

3. 2™ Accounts (in Triplicate) and Vouchers for a Charge by
the Company against His Majesty’s Government, in the Surveyor’s
Department, 13" December 1828.

4. 3" Accounts (in Triplicate) and Vouchers for Sundry Issues
on account of His Majesty’s Government by the Company for the
year ending the 25" December 1829.

5. With reference to the Correspondence which has taken place
between His Majesty’s Government and the Colonial Committee of
Management for the Company, on the subject of the First of these
Accounts, you will observe, in the Account now transmitted, that
I have acceded, on behalf of the Company, to the proposal of His
Majesty’s Government to receive payment for the Soldiers” Rations
at the Newcastle Contract price.

6. Iam also willing to receive payment for the Soldiers’ Rations,
for the present year, at the Newcastle Contract-prices.

I have to request an early Settlement of the above Accounts,
and that you will cause the several Amounts to be placed to the
Company’s Credit at the Bank of Australia.



Letter No. 27
Tahlee House
27" February 1830

J. W. Donelan Esq. J. P.
Carrington

Sir,

I herewith enclose, for your Information, a Copy of the
Regulations which I have established for Passengers and Freight
on board the Company’s Cutter Lambton, including some Orders

for restricting the Quantity of Spirits &c received on board that
Vessel.

I request that you will do me the favor to direct that these
Regulations be attended to by the Military and Police under your
Control, as far as they apply to them.

Letter No. 27a
Port Stephens
3™ March 1830

Memorandum for Mr Donelan, with reference to Mr Harrington’s
Letter, 20" January 1830.

There is no Tobacco grown on the Company’s Estate, except in a
few Gardens cultivated by Individuals.

Mr MacLeay's Letter, 4" February 1830.
On the Company’s Estate in October 1829

Acres Bushels produced
Wheat 320 4,520
Maize 52 2,000
Barley None
Oats None
Sown Grasses |None
Potatoes Only in Gardens of Individuals

Mr MLeay’s Second Letter, 4" February 1830
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No Manufactories, except One Brickfield, and One Tan -Yard
be so considered

One 4—Horse Flour Mill

One Threshing Machine

Mines and Quarries on this Estate — None

Letter No. 28
Port Stephens
6™ March 1830

Richard Stubbs Esq.
Sydney

Sir,
In reply to your Letter of the 30" of January, proposing to

undertake the Situation of Free Storekeeper at Port Stephens, and
enclosing Testimonials as to Character Credit &c.

I beg to acquaint you that, your Testimonials appearing to me
satisfactory in every respect, I have no objection to your filling the
situation in question, provided you agree to the following terms.

1* To pay Rent (quarterly) for any Premises you may occupy
belonging to the Company, at a fair Valuation to be previously made
in your presence; the Rent to commence from the day on which
any of your property is placed on the premises.

2" To pay Freight and Passage Money in the Lambton,
according to the Established Regulations: namely (between Sydney
and Port Stephens) Thirty Shillings per Ton, and from one to two
Shillings for smaller parcels; Thirty Shillings for a Cabin Passenger,
and Ten Shillings for a Steerage Passenger — All passage Money to
be paid on the passenger’s going on board, and Freight Money on
the delivery of Goods.

3" No passenger or Goods can be received on board the
Lambton, except by my permission or that of the Company’s Agent
at Sydney.

4" None of the Company’s Boats, or Servants on any occasion
to be employed on your business, either for landing or embarking
Stores, or for conveying them into the interior of the Company’s
Estate.

5" A License for Selling Spirits &c must be taken out by you,
not only for Carrington (the Principal Settlement at Port Stephens)



but also, for your own Security, for Booral Stroud and else-where
on the Company’s Estate.

6" In compliance with my General Regulations on this head,
no Spirits, Wine, or Malt-Liquor will be received on board the
Lambton, but by a Requisition approved by me, and delivered to
the Commander as his authority, for receiving the several quantities
therein specified.

7" The Free-Store to be open from 8 o’Clock in the morning
till 8 o’Clock at night, and at no other hours on any Account
whatever. The Store to be entirely Closed during the hours of Divine
Worship, whatever those hours may be.

8" You must pledge yourself not to allow anything approaching
to excessive Drinking in your premises and to acquaint me if you
have reason to suppose that the Spirits &c bought by any Individual
are more than sufficient for the reasonable supply of his own family.

9'* All purchases made by you from the Company, or vice versa
to be Settled by Cash, so as to obviate, in most cases, the necessity
of any Account between you, except for Rent.

10" With respect to the Prices Charged for Your Goods, I
believe that an Increase of Twenty five per Cent on the Invoice
price is considered a reasonable profit. As, however, the whole
success of your undertaking must depend on your furnishing Goods
at as low a price, and of as good quality, as they can be procured
by the Company’s Servants elsewhere, I do not consider it necessary
to lay you under any restriction in this respect. On this subject it
is proper that you should be informed that the Company’s Servants
have the privilege of conveying in the Lambton all parcels of Fifteen
pounds or under freight-free. For all others they pay at the rate
mentioned in the 2" Regulation.

11" The option of retaining you as Free Store-Keeper at Port
Stephens must be entirely my own, the only Stipulation being that
One Quarter’s Notice is to be given for your quitting.

I request you will (if possible by return of the Lambton) reply
to this communication so that a final decision may be come to on
the subject.
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Letter No. 29
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

John Learmonth, Esq.
7 King Street

Sydney

Sir,

In reply to your letter of the 16" ultimo offering yourself as a
Candidate for the situation of Free Store-Keeper at Port Stephens,
I beg to acquaint you that, although I have every reason to be
satisfied with the Testimonials you have produced, I feel myself
bound to offer the situation to Mr Richard Stubbs, that Gentleman

being in my opinion, better qualified for it than any other
Candidate.

I therefore take the earliest opportunity of acquainting you
that I have this day proposed to Mr Stubbs the terms on which
alone I can consent to his filling this situation. Should you not hear
from me again on the subject, you will understand that Mr Stubbs
has accepted it.

Letter No. 30
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

W. H. Hovell Esq.
Sydney
Sir,
In reply to your Letter of the 5" ultimo offering &c (the same
as the Letter addressed to J. Learmonth Esq).



Letter No. 30a
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

Tomlins Esq.
O’Connell Street
Sydney
Sir,
In reply to your Letter of the .................. offering &c (the
same as the Letter addressed to J. Learmonth).

Letter No. 31
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

Henry Hall Esq.
Sydney
Sir,

In reply to your Letter of the 9" ultimo proposing yourself as
a Candidate for the Situation of Superintendent of Horses and Cattle
on the Estate of the Australian Agricultural Company at Port
Stephens, I beg to acquaint you that the Testimonials you produce

appearing to me satisfactory, I am willing to appoint you to that
situation, if you consent to the following terms.

Salary £100 per Annum
A Residence
Rations of Meat & Flour

As I am uncertain whether the Governors and Directors may
not appoint a person in England to fill this situation, it must be
distinctly understood that, in this case your appointment will be
cancelled at three Months notice.

I request you will immediately reply to this communication
as several other Candidates are awaiting my decision.
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Letter No. 32
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

Mr George Blackett
Collingwood, Liverpool

Sir,

In reply to your Letter of the 8" ultimo offering yourself as a
Candidate for the Situation of Superintendent of Horses and Cattle
on the Estate of the Australian Agricultural Company at Port
Stephens I beg to acquaint you that, although I have every reason
to be satisfied with the Testimonials you have produced, I feel
myself bound to offer the Situation to Mr Henry Hall, that

Gentleman being in my opinion better qualified for it than any
other Candidate.

I therefore take the earliest opportunity of acquainting you
that I have this day proposed to Mr Hall the terms on which alone
I can consent to his filling this situation. Should you not hear from
me again on the subject, you will understand that Mr Hall has
accepted it.

Letter No. 33
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

Mr Thomas Boardman
Sydney
Sir,

In reply to your Letter offering to become a Candidate for the
Situation of Superintendent of Horses and Cattle on the Estate of
the Australian Agricultural Company at Port Stephens, I beg to
acquaint you that, although I have every reason to be satisfied with
the Testimonials you have produced, I feel myself bound to offer

the situation to Mr Henry Hall, that Gentleman being in my opinion
better qualified for it than any other Candidate.

I therefore take the earliest opportunity of acquainting you
that I have this day proposed to Mr Hall the terms on which alone
I can consent to his filling this situation. Should you not hear from
me again on the subject you will understand that Mr Hall has
accepted it.



Letter No. 34
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

Mr James Dwyer
Sydney
Sir,
In reply to your Letter offering &ca (the same as the letter
addressed to Mr Thomas Boardman).

Letter No. 35
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

Mr Archibald Hood
Jacob Newton's Esq
Williams River by Newcastle

Sir,

In reply to your Letter of the 27" January offering &ca (the
same as the Letter addressed to Mr George Blackett).

Letter No. 36
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

Mr D Maclean
Bathampton
Bathurst

Sir,

In reply to your Letter of the 4™ ultimo offering &ca (the same
as the letter addressed to Mr George Blackett).
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Letter No. 37
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

Mr Thomas Warn
Sydney
Sir,
In reply to your Letter of the 18" ultimo, offering &ca (the
same as the letter addressed to Mr George Blackett).

Letter No. 38
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

Mr Thomas H. White
Sydney
Sir,
In reply to your Letter of the 21" of January offering &c (the
same as the Letter addressed to Mr George Blackett).

Letter No. 39
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

James Norton Esq.
Sydney
Sir,
1" T herewith enclose to you a List of Instalments upon Shares
of the Australian Agricultural Company held by Proprietors in New

South Wales remaining unpaid on the 1* of January of the present
year -

2" At the same time I beg to call your attention to the annexed
Paragraph of my Instructions on that head from the Governors and
Directors of the Company -

“As under the Circumstances described in recent Letters from
the Colony, you may possibly find, on the part of some of the
Colonial Proprietors, an Indisposition to make the payments

on this Account, We request you will, in the event of refusal,



or neglect of that description, cause to be transmitted to us a
List of the parties so in Default, in order that the Conditions
of the Company’s Act of Parliament, Sec: 10 and 17, may be
complied with. But you will previously cause a Notice to be
delivered to the several parties, stating to them the liabilities
they will thereby incur.”

3T have now to request that you will, with as little delay as
possible take measures for carrying into complete effect the latter
part of my Instructions above quoted, stating to each of the Parties
in Default the amount of his arrears, and calling for an immediate
Settlement.

4™ When this has been done, I beg you will favour me with a
Copy of your Notice, and also that you will return the List now
enclosed, with any Remarks you may have to make thereupon; in
order that the whole may be transmitted to the Governors and
Directors.

P. S. It may be proper for me to add that the enclosed List of
Arrears is independent of a Further Call of £2 per Share of which I
have just given Notice.

Letter No. 40
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

Honorable A. McLeay Esq.
Colonial Secretary

Sir,

1" T have the honor to enclose to you an Account in Triplicate
of Expences incurred by the Australian Agricultural Company, in
consequence of the Prisoner of the Crown named in the Margin
having been erroneously sent to Port Stephens, on the supposition
of his having absconded from the Company’s Service.

2" In further explanation of the circumstances of the case, I
beg to refer you to the enclosed Documents — namely:

. An attested Copy of the List which accompanied the
Prisoner from the Office of the Principal Superintendent of
Police.

. A Copy of my Letter to the Principal Superintendent of

Convicts, desiring to be informed of the Circumstances of this
Man’s Assignment to the Company.

William Power,

Hadlow, Life

B
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. A Copy of Mr Hely’s Reply, acquainting me that it does
not appear that William Power has been at any time Assigned
to the Company, and requesting I will send him to Sydney by
the first opportunity.

. A Certificate from J. W. Donelan Esq., one of the Bench of
Magistrates at Port Stephens, of the necessity which, in his
opinion, existed of furnishing William Power with the Clothing
charged in the Account.

3" Irequest you will be pleased to take the necessary steps for
causing the Amount of these Expences to be reimbursed to the
Australian Agricultural Company by His Majesty’s Government.

P. S. I also enclose a Certificate from Mr Donelan, that the
Provisions charged in the Account have been furnished to William
Power.

Letter No. 41
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

The Principal Superintendent of Convicts
Sydney
Sir,
Eighteen Prisoners of the Crown having been landed yesterday
upon the Estate of the Australian Agricultural Company by their

Cutter the Lambton, and no List or Description of any kind having
accompanied them,

I request you will inform me, as early as convenient, whether
these Men are Assigned to the Company by His Majesty’s
Government.



Letter No. 42
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

George Bunn, Esq.
George Street
Sydney

Sir,

1. T herewith enclose a Requisition for Stores, with which I A
request you will comply as early as may be practicable.

2. T also transmit to you a number of Letters (according to the ®
enclosed List) addressed to the several Colonial Proprietors of Shares
to the Company, giving them Notice of a further Call made by the
Governors & Directors, of (£2) Two pounds per share. I request you
will cause these Letters to be delivered, with as little delay as
possible.

3. Two Copies of the same notice Are herewith enclosed, which
I beg you will cause to be inserted in the Sydney Gazette and
Australian Newspaper respectively, and continue therein as long
as is usual in the Colony in cases of this kind.

4.1In all cases of Advertisement in the Newspapers, on Account
of the Company, I request you will take care to specify to the printer
how long they are to be continued in order to avoid unnecessary
expense on this Account.

5. Ireturn to you the Proof impression of the Order for
receiving Goods or passengers on board the Lambton — I wish One
Thousand Copies of this Order to be printed, upon the least
expensive paper which will admit of writing upon it with facility.
You will please to retain two hundred Copies and forward the rest
to me.

6. I enclose to you a check on the Bank of Australia for (£170)
One hundred & Seventy pounds, to enable you to make Cash
Payments for the several Articles contained in your last Invoice.

7.1 request that you will, before presenting this Check for
payment, sign your name upon it against the word “Received” on
the right-hand margin, and the same with any Checks of mine which
you may receive in future on account of the Company, as I have
requested the Managing Director not to pay any Draft of mine
whether to Order or Bearer, without the signature of the first holder.
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8.1 beg to suggest to you the Propriety of having the words
“By Cash” inserted on all the Receipts given by the several Parties
from whom purchases are made on account of the Company; in
order that it may plainly appear to the Directors, on inspection of
the Vouchers, that Cash—payments have been bona fide made, which
the word “Settled”, or “Paid” by no means implies, especially in
this Colony, where a real Cash—payment is so rare an occurrence.

9. You will observe upon the Requisition for Stores now
enclosed, that one or two Articles mentioned in the last Invoice
have not come to hand, I request you will make enquiries as to this
deficiency.

10. Should the Lambton be detained here by contrary winds,
and any-thing else be required for the Service of the Company, I
have directed Mr Ebsworth to communicate with you on the subject,
as I am about to make a journey into the interior of the Company’s
Estate.

11. It will be a great convenience if you can despatch the
Lambton from Sydney on her return to Port Stephens not later than
the 12" or 13™ instant.

-000-

Copy of the Notice alluded to in the above Letter addressed to
Mr Bunn

Australian Agricultural Company.

Established and Incorporated by Act 5. Geo IV Cap 86. and by
Royal Charter.

Notice is hereby given that a Further Call of Two Pounds per
Share has been made by the Governors & Directors, upon the
Proprietors of Stock in this Company.

The Proprietors resident in New South Wales and Van Diemen’s
Land are requested to cause the Amount upon their respective
Shares to be paid on or before the 1" of May next, into the Bank of
Australia, when a Receipt will be given for the same.

W. E. Parry, Commissioner for Managing the Affairs of the
Australian Agricultural Company in New South Wales

Port Stephens
1" March 1830



Letter No. 43
Port Stephens
6" March 1830

Thomas McVitie Esq.
&c &c &c
Bank of Australia

Sir,
1. I beg to acknowledge the receipt of Twelve Cancelled Checks

accompanying your Letter of the 3™ instant, and I now return the
Banking Book of the Australian Agricultural Company.

2. I request you will allow it to be an understanding at the
Bank of Australia, that none of my Drafts, on account of the
Company whether to Order or Bearer, are to be paid, without the

Signature of the first holder.

3. I beg to acquaint you that I have, on the 1* of March, given
Notice of a Call made by the Governors & Directors of the Company,
of (£2) Two Pounds per share, and I have requested the
Share—holders to pay their respective Amounts into the Bank of
Australia.

4. You will oblige me by sending me the Book containing the
Printed Receipts for Instalments, to be filled up for the 7" and 8"
Instalments, and then to be returned to the Bank.

5. When any Monies are received on Account of the Company,
I request you will cause to be inserted in the Banking Book, the
names of the respective Parties from whom the Cash has been
received; in order to enable the Accountant to give them Credit for
the same.

Letter No. 44
Port Stephens
15™ March 1830

Mr Andrew Brown
Wallerawang
District of Bathurst

Sir,

In reply to your Letter of the 2™ instant, applying for the
situation of Superintendent of Horses and Cattle on the Estate of
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the Australian Agricultural Company I beg to inform you that the
situation is already filled up.

Letter No. 45
Port Stephens
15" March 1830

E. S. Hall, Esq.
Editor of the Sydney Monitor

Sir,

1. In reply to your Letter of the 1" instant, just received, I beg
to acquaint you that the Agent for the Australian Agricultural
Company at Sydney had nothing whatever to do with the selection
of the Newspapers in which the Company’s Advertisements are

inserted, and which are furnished for the use of the Company’s
Establishment at Port Stephens.

2.1 consider it requisite for the Interests of the Company, that
their Advertisements should appear in one of the Opposition Papers,
and one only, and I have no hesitation in assuring you that it was
quite a matter of indifference to me which of the two was selected
for that purpose. I need scarcely add, therefore, that the
circumstance of the Advertisements being published in the
Australian only, arose from no feeling of preference for that Journal,
either on Mr Bunn's part or my own.

Letter No. 46
Port Stephens
15" March 1830

George Bunn Esq.
George Street Sydney

Sir,

Iinclose you an Order on the Bank of Australia for Three
Hundred & Fifty Pounds (£350) to enable you to make Cash
payments for the last Invoice.



Letter No. 47
Port Stephens
16" March 1830

Mr Isaac Perrett
D. C.
Patrick’s Plains

Sir,
In reply to your Letter of the 4™ instant addressed to the
Superintendent of the Australian Company, I have to inform you

that no Individual, free or bond, bearing the name of James B. Harris
has ever been in the Service of the Company at Port Stephens.

Letter No. 48
Port Stephens
31* March 1830

Alexander Green
Constable
Hyde Park Barracks
Sydney
I have received your Letter addressed to me whilst at Sydney.

On my return here I have enqui