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“The handbook refreshingly celebrates a carrier bag-full of multiple and insightful
engagements with gender in watery contexts. Together with its commitment to highlight
differently situated hydrofeminisms, this collection also draws on more than 40 years of
shared intellectual and activist streams that questioned harmful water and knowledge
authorities, along with their neoliberal extractivist logics, lying at the heart of persistent
water-related intersectional injustice, inequitable distributions, pollutions, and precarity.
This handbook is a must-read for those contemplating feminist, water, and more-than-
human futures.”
Bernadette P. Resurreccion, Professor, Global Development
Studies, Queen’s University, Canada

“This book fizzes and pops with fresh perspectives, thought-provoking provocations and
original insights. The carefully curated collection celebrates the richness and diversity of
gender and water research, embracing differences between the varied contributions. Some
of the chapters revisit old debates, updating and nuancing our understanding of gender-
water dynamics, others venture into emerging areas for gender and water research.

The introductory chapter sets the tone for the collection — written with a light touch and
expressing a collaborative, reflective approach to water research, rooted in the authors’
personal experiences as scholars and activists. It usefully locates the collection in the last
40 years of gender and water scholarship, and shows that feminist water studies continue
to be needed to inform ongoing struggles against injustice and to imagine more just and
sustainable futures.”

Frances Cleaver, Professor of Political Ecology, Lancaster
Environment Center, Lancaster University, UK

“The Routledge Handbook of Gender and Water Governance weaves together an impressive

collection of voices, perspectives, and framings from around the world on feminist water

studies. It offers critically important insights to advance interdisciplinary water scholarship

as a whole, and in particular to those interested in pluralizing and achieving water justice
for all.”

Farhana Sultana, Professor of Geography and the Environment,

Syracuse University, New York, Washington D.C., USA

“Amid the gloom and doom of news on water, this book provides refreshing glimpses
of hope. The feminist lens on water expands recognition of the range of water-related
issues, from embodied experiences of accessing water to transboundary water cooperation,
but also expands our understanding of how to address the challenges through examples
of individual and collective agency and activism and creative approaches such as water
museums to shape the water heritage and ethics. The understanding of care — for water,
for the environment, and for each other — as a central concept and motivation provides
a welcome alternative to mechanistic regulatory or economic approaches to motivating
people’s actions in relation to water. The diversity of action research case studies does not
define rigid boundaries, but invites and inspires others to join in.”
Ruth Meinzen-Dick, Senior Research Fellow, International
Food Policy Research Institute, Washington D.C., USA



“A significant contribution to the extensive body of literature on the gendered nature of
water from a wonderful collective of established and younger researchers. A comprehensive
volume of this nature and coverage has been lacking in the shelves for some time, and this
book will fill that gap. Readers will enjoy the book for the timeliness of its topic, its scope
and the mastery of the style of the authors selected carefully by the editors. This book is a
momentous addition to the growing understanding of women, gender and the resources and
the environment. It weaves together contributions from a range of disciplinary scholars and
valuable insights from practitioners on a wide variety of themes to draw out the intersecting
threads that make gender more visible in thinking about water. I can guarantee the readers

they will never see water management in the same way again.”
Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt, Professor, Crawford School of public Policy, ANU College of Asia
and the Pacific, The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia



ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF GENDER
AND WATER GOVERNANCE

This handbook provides a comprehensive overview of the field of gender and water governance,
exploring how the use, management and knowledge of water resources, services and the water
environment are deeply gendered.

In water there is a recognized gender gap between water responsibilities and water rights and
bridging this gap is likely to help achieve not just goals of equity but also those of sustainability.
Building on a rich legacy of feminist water scholarship, the Routledge Handbook of Gender and
Water Governance is a collection of reflections and studies that can be used as a prismatic lens into
a thriving and ever proliferating array of feminist water studies. It provides a clear testimony of how
hydrofeminism has evolved from rather instrumental gender and water studies to scholarship that
uses feminist tools to pry open, critically reflect on and formulate alternatives to water development-
as-usual. The book also shows how the community of feminists interested in studying water has
diversified and expanded, from often white female scholars studying projects and gender relations in the
so-called Global South, to a varied mix of scholars and activists theorizing from diverse geographical
and political locations — prominently including the body. It is organized into five interconnected parts:

Part I: Positionality and embodied waters

Part II: Revisiting water debates: diplomacy, security, justice and heritage
Part III: Sanitation stories

Part IV: Precarious livelihoods

Part V: New feminist futures

Each of these parts brings out the gendered nature of water, shedding light on the often neglected
care and unpaid labour of women and its relationship with extractivism and socioeconomic
inequalities. The overall aim of the handbook is to apply social science insights to water governance
challenges, creating synergies and linkages between different disciplines and scientific domains.

The Routledge Handbook of Gender and Water Governance is essential reading for students,
scholars and professionals interested in water governance, water security, health and sanitation,
gender studies and sustainable development more broadly.
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and the University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands. She is the co-editor of Drip Irrigation for
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Seema Kulkarni is a senior fellow at the Society for Promoting Participative Ecosystem Management
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FOREWORD

I am delighted to have been able to submerge myself in this engaging and meticulously
researched Routledge Handbook of Gender and Water Governance. In this short foreword,
I set out reasons for why the readers should engage in the Handbook’s exciting, original and
challenging feminist conversations on water.

The first is its methodological daring. The handbook bubbled up from classroom con-
versations to become a feminist critical thinking hub to be distilled and shared in this
handbook. The chapters capture the excitement of the course in Delft as students and teach-
ers co-created ways to explore the materiality of water in its social, political and cultural
dimensions, looking at how gendered power relations intersected with other dynamics of
class, caste, age, race and ability in water worlds. The conversations which are shared in
the handbook’s many chapters provide profound gendered insights into watery questions
across disciplines, contexts and bodies.

Secondly, the handbook fully acknowledges the histories and genealogies that produced
this unique combination of feminist inquiries into water governance which is embodied
and embedded in different bodies and places. The book builds on eco-feminism, material
feminism, decolonial feminism, queer and feminist political ecology and black ecologies
to make visible the gender norms, power asymmetries, multiple social relations that shape
today’s experiences of watery domains. It does not shy away from critical reflections on the
environmental changes the world is experiencing due to the violence of hetero-patriarchal
colonial capitalist development. Building on rich and profound feminist theoretical work,
the chapters show how gender and water relate in ways that determine different meanings
and practices of water, from defining and giving life to threatening health due to lack of
access, contamination and toxicity. The handbook interweaves theory with the stories. The
experiences and knowledge of the authors based on their reflections of their own direct
watery connections of bodies and places are at times surprising and unsettling.

Thirdly, the diversity of the book is astounding. You dive deep into many stories from
around the world, beginning with the recognition that we ourselves are watery, porous
and not separate from water, it flows through our corporeal selves. Embracing the fluidity
of watery lives, the handbook makes visible the violence and damage of colonial capital-
ist thinking and practices that define water as a resource to be exploited, managed and

xi



Foreword

governed. Instead, it invites readers to engage in gendered, queer and trans concepts and
methods in a radical rethinking of gendered hydro-social futures which explores the flow-
ing movements and fluid relations of water with(in) humans, animals, plants, cultures and
imaginaries.

Fourthly, from these unsettling and often dismaying stories a theorised feminist water
politics emerges. The complex question of how to understand ourselves as bodies of water
shifts attention away from humans as the focus of research to look at how humanity is con-
nected to and depends on the watery relations of different ecologies, which are threatened
by patriarchal colonial developmentalist extractivist practices which shape and destroy
waterscapes in the past, present and future. The handbook challenges us to change how we
see gender and water relations and to create new subjectivities that take responsibility for
our embedded connections to other watery bodies, within global flows of capitalist hetero-
patriarchal power. Finding ways to live well together with other bodies of water requires a
new way of understanding and practice.

Fifthly, as part of the feminist politics of radical hope, the handbook surfaces from these
deep and profoundly challenging ways of understanding water worlds to propose what
practices are needed in the context of hetero-patriarchal capitalist driven colonial climate
catastrophe. Listening and learning from the margins will allow us to create new modes of
water governance where watery connections can flourish based on a profound shift in femi-
nist ethics, political commitments and activism which the handbook beautifully outlines.

In conclusion, the handbook provides the answers in this shimmering array of imagina-
tive, empirically based studies to its opening query of ‘what are feminist water questions?’ I
congratulate the editors and authors for their cascade of gendered water stories and invite
readers to take an exhilarating dive into the water worlds of possibilities they present.

Wendy Harcourt
The Hague, September 2023
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Institute for Conflict Transformation (KAICT), University of Liberia. She holds an under-
graduate degree in English and political science (dual course) from Seton Hall University
and a graduate degree in environmental management from the University of Pennsylvania.
Chantal is a Liberian American who settled and resides in the United Kingdom.

Jessica Budds is Professor of Development Geography at the University of Bonn. Her
research explores how environmental policy is influenced by economic and political pro-
cesses and power relations in the Global South, particularly Latin America, and its impli-
cations for and effects on the lives, livelihoods and landscapes of low-income groups.
Her main foci have comprised urban water infrastructure and access, water privatization
and markets, the increased demand for water for industrial sector growth, and the links
between drought responses and capital accumulation. She is co-editor of Journal of Latin
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American Geography, and a member of the editorial advisory board of Environment and
Urbanization.

Anyi Castelblanco holds a degree in pedagogy and education with an emphasis in social
sciences and is an anthropologist from Colombia. She also has a master’s degree in political
ecology and alternatives to development. Additionally, she has conducted research on con-
flicts related to water access and distribution, as well as mining extractivism. Furthermore,
she has collaborated with peasant and Indigenous communities on various topics, including
territorial control, community environmental monitoring, advocacy and defence of peas-
ant livelihoods, agroecology, women’s rights and environmental democratization. She is a
co-founder and partner of the Association CAMBIUM: Climate, Environment, Research-
Action Uniting Worlds, a local organization interested in building bridges between activism
and academia in Colombia and Latin American.

Stroma Cole is a reader at the University of Westminster. She combines her academic career
with action research and consultancy. Her research explores the interconnect between
tourism, gender and water rights. Stroma has a long history of working on small islands,
particularly in Indonesia. She holds a British Academy Knowledge Frontier grant, and man-
ages an interdisciplinary, international team to explore the connections between household
water insecurity and gender based violence in Peru and Indonesia. Stroma is most well
known for her tourism and water nexus research in a Bali longitudinal action research pro-
ject. Stroma is an activist researcher critiquing the consequences of tourism development,
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editorial board at Journal of Sustainable Tourism and Tourism Geographies.
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management and governance from IHE-Delft, Netherlands. She is part of the Right to
Water movement in Mumbai. Her master’s research used a lens of care to map invisibilised
contributions of fisherwomen to artisanal fishing economies and ecologies in Tamil Nadu,
India. By documenting the ecological knowledge and perspectives of marginalised Indig-
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offer alternatives to the dominant models of development.

Silvia Corredor-Rodriguez is an investigative journalist, anthropologist and specialist in
conflict resolution. She is currently working as a senior journalist in E/ Espectador (Colom-
bian oldest newspaper); previously she was a researcher in the Commission for the Clarifi-
cation of Truth, Coexistence and Non-Repetition, the institution created in the framework
of the 2016 Peace Agreement to draft the final report of the Truth Commission, the most
detailed and exhaustive report on the armed conflict in Colombia. She also worked as a
reporter on the website Rutas del Conflicto (Paths of armed conflict). She has particular
expertise in Colombian armed conflict, memory reconstruction, the implementation of the
Peace Agreement, human rights, analysis of guerrilla organisations and socio-environmen-
tal conflicts in the Colombian Caribbean.

Gabriela Cuadrado-Quesada is Senior Lecturer/Researcher of Water Rights and Justice at
IHE Delft, the Netherlands. Her research and teaching activities focus on the legal and
institutional dimensions of water at both the local and national levels, the role of commu-
nity organizations with explicit attention to gender in using legal instruments and activism
to promote water/environmental justice, and the connections between water practices and
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law. Prior to joining IHE Delft, Gabriela was a PhD fellow at the University of New South
Wates (UNSW), Sydney, Australia. She has also extensive practical experience working for
various non-governmental organizations in Costa Rica and India and as an environmental
litigator in Costa Rica.

Amina Dessouki is a PhD candidate at Central European University, Vienna. She holds a
master’s degree in anthropology from American University in Cairo. She works on issues
related to development, gender, water, infrastructure and the urban environment.
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Okanagan, learning with riparian habitats in the Okanagan watershed, Syilx territory.

Benjamin Dosu is Community Consultation Officer with the Crown-Indigenous Relations
and Northern Affairs Canada, Government of Canada. Benjamin is an environmental plan-
ner with an interest in environmental policies and management, focusing on the resource
rights of marginalised populations, particularly in rural communities. Benjamin has been
extensively involved in community engagement and consultations in rural and remote Indig-
enous communities in Canada and Ghana, where he has contributed immensely to advanc-
ing the interest of marginalised communities in environmental and resource stewardship.

Hind Ftouhi is an agronomist and rural sociologist. She is currently a professor at the Insti-
tut National d’Aménagement et d’Urbanisme in Rabat. Her research interests focus on the
roles of rural youth in the processes of agrarian and territorial change in Morocco. She is
a member of different research projects where she also studies access to and governance of
natural resources from a gender perspective.

Jacqueline Gaybor Tobar has a diverse background with expertise in sexual and repro-
ductive health and rights, international development, education and qualitative research.
Jacqueline holds a Ph.D. from Erasmus University Rotterdam, where she critically exam-
ined menstrual health, international development and menstrual activism. In addition,
Jacqueline has extensive experience in teaching and course coordination in the Nether-
lands, Brazil and Colombia, focusing on gender equality, international relations, human
rights law and qualitative interviewing. Jacqueline has authored various peer-reviewed
publications on menstrual health and activism, gender and development, WASH and sci-
ence and technology. In her current role as Senior Technical Adviser at Rutgers Kennis-
centrum Seksualiteit in the Netherlands, Jacqueline manages relationships with partners
in West and North Africa and advises on strategies for gender equality and sexual and
reproductive health and rights. She is also a lecturer at the Erasmus University College,
in Rotterdam.

Nikita Gopal is Principal Scientist at the Indian Council of Agricultural Research-Central
Institute of Fisheries Technology (ICAR-CIFT), Kochi, Kerala, India. For over 25 years she
has been working in the fisheries sector focusing on gender; seafood trade and markets;
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technology evaluation; labour and migration; and small-scale fisheries. She is currently the
chair of the Gender in Aquaculture and Fisheries Section (GAFS) of the Asian Fisheries
Society (AFS).

Maura Hanrahan earned her PhD at the London School of Economics, taught at Carleton
University, Memorial University, the University of Lethbridge and worked on Indigenous
land claims and rights throughout Canada. She is the author or editor of 14 books in sev-
eral genres, numerous journal articles and book chapters. Her work has won awards in
Canada, the United States and the United Kingdom.

Holly M. Hapke is a geographer and interdisciplinary social scientist based in the United
States. Her research projects have examined the impact of technological transformation
and globalisation on artisanal fishing communities, fish markets and fisherfolk livelihoods
in India; the role of fisheries in food security for the urban poor in India and Ghana; the
social economy of dried fish, and the gendered impacts of the blue economy in small-scale
fisheries in the Indian Ocean region. Dr. Hapke is currently researcher and Director of
Research Development in the School of Social Sciences at University of California, Irvine.

Leila M. Harris is Professor with the Institute for Resources, Environment and Sustainabil-
ity and with the Institute for Gender, Race, Sexuality and Social Justice at the University
of British Columbia. Her work analyses a range of governance and political considera-
tions from feminist, equity and sustainability perspectives — with work that has focused
on water politics, governance and justice in a variety of contexts (from Turkey, to Ghana,
South Africa and Canada). Recent projects consider lived experiences and equity concerns
related to the uneven implementation of the human right to water, ongoing water govern-
ance shifts in varied contexts, as well as focus on social, affective and political dimensions
of the uneven geography of water access, quality and infrastructures. Recent publications
include focus on issues trustworthiness around drinking water, rethinking gender and water
research, and enriched engagement with storytelling and narrative inquiry for political ecol-
ogy research (Environment and Planning E).

Cara Jacob is a Ph.D. candidate in the anthropology department at Michigan State Univer-
sity. Her work focuses on urban environmental contamination with emphasis on infrastruc-
tural degradation, water insecurity and gender dynamics. Her recent research examines the
gendered and racialised impacts of water insecurity in two large urban areas of the United
States. Cara is dedicated to the use of feminist methodologies and collaborative, participa-
tory methods that center marginalised community voices.

Amie Jammeh is a researcher from The Gambia and with several years of teaching experi-
ence. She is a PhD candidate at the University of East Anglia, Norwich, United Kingdom.
Amie’s research interest spanned across gender analysis of migration, literacy and educa-
tion, WASH, agriculture, peri-urban livelihoods and Sub-Sahara Africa’s urbanization. She
graduated from IHE Delft Institute for Water Education with an master’s in sanitation.
She received the Best MSc in Sanitation Thesis 2020 award from the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation for her thesis The many meanings of menstruation: practices and imaginaries
among school girls in Lusaka, Zambia.

Priyanka Jayakodi is a sociocultural anthropology Ph.D. student at Michigan State Uni-
versity (MSU). She specialises in medical and environmental anthropology. Her research
interests include entanglements of health, environment and gender, water justice and water
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governance, and state violence and social suffering. Her doctoral research examines social
and political aspects of water insecurity in the context of chronic kidney disease of uncer-
tain etiology (CKDu) in Sri Lanka.

Tom Johnston is Professor Emeritus, Department of Geography and Environment, Univer-
sity of Lethbridge. His research interests centre on rural geography, resource management,
and public policy analysis.

Deepa Joshi is Gender, Youth and Inclusion Lead at the International Water Management
Institutes (IWMI). A feminist political ecologist by training, her research has analysed shifts
in environmental policies and how these restructure contextually complex intersections of
gender, poverty, class, ethnicity and identity.

Seema Kulkarni has over 30 years of experience of working on issues of gender and natural
resources. She is one of the founding members of Society for Promoting Participative Eco-
System Management, Pune, India (SOPPECOM). She is a senior fellow here and co-ordinating
the gender and rural livelihoods activities within the organization. She has co-ordinated vari-
ous studies and programmes around decentralization, gender and land, water and sanitation.
She has published several articles/book chapters around issues of gender, water, sanitation and
rural livelihoods. She has been associated with the feminist movement in India. She is currently
a member of the National Facilitation Team of Mabhila Kisan Adhikar Manch (MAKAAM),
forum for women farmers’ rights and a core member of the Feminist Policy Collective (FPC).
She has made a consistent effort towards bringing in a feminist analysis in research and actions
in the areas of water, land and agriculture. She is currently involved in a programme with
women farmers on food, nutrition security and water.

Kyoko Kusakabe is a professor of gender and development studies at the Department of
Development and Sustainability, School of Environment, Resources and Development,
Asian Institute of Technology in Thailand. She has over 20 years of experience in research
and teaching gender and development in Asia especially focusing on the Mekong subregion.
Her research focuses on gender issues in labour/work, especially on labour migration, gar-
ment factory workers, informal employment and agriculture and fisheries. She is currently
an executive committee member of Gender in Aquaculture and Fisheries Section of Asian
Fisheries Society, and a co-editor-in-chief of Gender, Technology and Development journal
(Taylor & Francis).

Irene Leonardelli just completed her PhD at IHE Delft Institute for Water Education,
in Delft, the Netherlands. She worked at IHE Delft for more than four years as Junior
Researcher involved in different research projects, focusing particularly on gender and
water. She was a Marie Sklodowska-Curie Fellow of the feminist political ecology network
WEGO-ITN, funded through the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innova-
tion programme under the Marie Sklodowska-Curie grant agreement No. 764908. In her
research, she looks at processes of rural agrarian transformation and water governance,
from a feminist perspective.

Janwillem Liebrand is Assistant Professor at the International Development Studies group,
Department of Human Geography and Spatial Planning, Faculty of Geosciences, Utrecht
University, the Netherlands. His research and education focusses on the role of science and
technology expertise in promoting development interventions in the field of land, water,
food and climate change. He is author of the book Whiteness in Engineering: Tracing
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Technology, Masculinity and Race in Nepal’s Development (2022), and coordinator of the
IOS platform Fair Transitions (Institutions for Open Societies) at Utrecht University.

Gayathri Lokuge is Senior Researcher at the Centre for Poverty Analysis, Sri Lanka, and
at present leads the research cluster titled ‘livelihoods and employment.” Her research and
publications focus on fisheries, post-war development and rebuilding, peace and conflict
studies, gender and intersectional identities and entrepreneurship studies.

Sandra Manuel is a social anthropologist, assistant professor at University Eduardo Mond-
lane (UEM) and researcher at Kaleidoscopio Research Institute on culture and public pol-
icy. Her teaching, research and policy analysis focuses on the social study of body, gender,
sexuality and health themes. Her research questions normative gendered notions looking at
the intersectionality of gendered relations and understanding socio-cultural readings of the
body and sexuality, specifically in the African context. She is, currently, a member of the
editorial board of Feminist Africa journal and previously was at the editorial of Anthropol-
ogy Southern Africa journal. Her work at university also comprises empowerment of young
women students on sexual reproductive health and rights through action research within a
southern African regional partnership. Additionally, she worked as the adviser for the UEM
Vice-Chancellor for research and a planning dimension.

Amanda Matabele is a master’s finalist in social anthropology at University Eduardo Mond-
lane. During her studies she became interested in the topics of health, gender and sexual-
ity and joined a research and advocacy group focusing on sexual health and reproductive
rights, called Young Women Leaders. Her initial research experiences emerged from such
platform. She developed her bachelor’s research under the Dengue Water and Households
project in 2017, from which she had her first experience with ethnography and fieldwork
and developed her skills in data collection and analysis, academic writing and participa-
tion and presentation at academic conferences and seminars. Qutside the academia she has
worked as a researcher for social consultancy firms, mainly in the health sector.

Danicia Munguambe has a master’s degree in anthropology with a focus on health and
illness from the University Eduardo Mondlane (UEM), Mozambique and a bachelor’s in
anthropology from the same university. She also has a bachelor’s degree in theology from
the Semindrio Unido de Ricatla in Maputo. She is a social researcher and one of her first
steps in social research was in the study on Dengue, Water and Households: Informing
Suppliers and Government Officials in Small Towns (part of the DUPC2 programme —
UNESCO) developed by the Institute of Water Education (UNESCO-IHE) in coordination
with the UEM. She is currently carrying out social research at the Mozambique Health
Committee (CSM). Her research interests include health, gender and public policies — hous-
ing policies in times of COVID-19 in the Mozambican context.

Astrida Neimanis is a writer, researcher and teacher who works at the intersections of femi-
nist and environmental scholarship, often in collaboration with artists, scientists, writers,
educators and other community members. With a focus on water, weather and embodi-
ment, their publications include Bodies of Water: Posthuman Feminist Phenomenology
(2017), the co-edited collections Feminist, Queer and Anticolonial Propositions for Hack-
ing the Anthropocene (2021) and Thinking with Water (2013), alongside many journal
articles, book chapters, blogs, podcasts and catalogue essays. They are currently Associ-
ate Professor and Canada Research Chair in feminist environmental humanities at UBC
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Okanagan, on unceded Syilx territories, in Kelowna BC, where they are also Director of the
FEELed Lab (www.thefeeledlab.ca).

Kathleen O’Reilly is Professor in the Department of Geography and Texas A&M Univer-
sity Presidential Impact Fellow. She has more than 25 years of experience doing research
on gender, water and sanitation (WASH) interventions in rural and urban India. She is
trained as a feminist geographer, ethnographer and South Asia scholar. Over the course of
her career, she has sought an in-depth understanding of internal community and household
dynamics as they pertain to access to resources, like water and toilets, for women and
socially marginalised groups. Her research h