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Argument and Historiographical Setting:
Books, Documents and Social Practice

B urhan al-Din Ibrahim al-NasirT died in the autumn of the year 1387, on
what was probably a mild day in Jerusalem. Most readers of this book
have surely never heard of him, as Burhan al-Din Ibrahim was neither rich nor
famous, was part neither of the political nor the social elite, and was neither
an acclaimed scholar nor a widely travelled trader. He was, rather, a man of
modest means whose routine life juggling numerous part-time positions as
reciter in his home town of Jerusalem did not leave any trace in the chronicles
of his period. Yet his death gave birth to a remarkable collection of inventories
and lists that tell a tale of material objects (mostly books, but also pots and
plates), social aspiration and archival reconfigurations. This paperwork allows
us a unique insight into a non-elite life and also a non-elite library in medi-
eval Bilad al-Sham. It is precisely because Burhan al-Din was in many ways
so unremarkable that his life is central to the lines of argument that this book
will pursue. This tale of aspiration, books and archival collections does not
take place in highly visible social sites, such as the Sultan’s court or prestigious
madrasas. Rather, it mostly takes place in the mundane mainstream of Arabic
Muslim society of that period — in modest dwellings, narrow alleyways and
little-known mausolea.

We do not know what Burhan al-Din’s death meant emotionally to
Shirin, his wife, and the five children he left behind. We are, however, quite
well-informed about the financial and legal side of things, as his death set in
motion two closely linked routine processes in order to settle his estate. His
personal belongings were firstly converted into easily divisible cash by public
auction, and at the same time documents linked to him were brought together
in order to settle outstanding claims and debts. Even though these were rou-

tine processes, Burhan al-Din’s case is unusual in that the ‘estate archive’, as

I
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we call it, of over fifty documents that was assembled to sort out his inherit-
ance has survived until today. This corpus of documents, currently held in
the Islamic Museum on the Haram al-sharif (Temple Mount) in Jerusalem,
provides the scaffolding for re-creating the world of Burhin al-Din. In the
sale booklet of his estate we see, for instance, (parts of) the material world of
an average Jerusalem household of the period: combs change hands as much
as razors, cushions, vessels, jars, fans, knives and door bolts. We get an idea of
the clothing worn by a man such as Burhan al-Din, including over-garments,
knitwear, long robes and headgear. Finally, and most importantly for the lines
of discussion developed here, the booklet contains information on over three
hundred books that had been in his ownership — Burhan al-Din’s library.

This book proposes three main arguments, and the phenomenon of sig-
nificant non-elite book ownership is central to the first: namely, that the use
of the written word, literacy, had by the eighth/fourteenth century become
a central feature of almost all spheres of life in the region. With this line of
argument, the present book completes in some sense a trilogy on documented
libraries and book collections from pre-Ottoman Bilad al-Sham." The two
previous studies have shown, firstly, how large and diverse the contents of
library collections in endowed organisations were (the library of the Ashrafiya
Mausoleum in seventh/thirteenth-century Damascus),” and secondly how
important personal book collections of scholars were in the urban topog-
raphies of books (the Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi library of ninth/fifteenth-century
Damascus).” The library of Burhan al-Din in eighth/fourteenth-century
Jerusalem, in turn, shows the decisive role of non-elite book ownership within
urban topographies of books.

This study not only extends the argumentation of its two predecessors
on books and libraries. It also looks beyond the world of books and libraries
to develop an argument on the salience of the written word with reference

to pragmatic literacy, that is, the use of written documents for often very

! Bilad al-Sham refers to the modern nation-states of Lebanon, Palestine, Israel, Jordan, Syria (except
for northern Mesopotamia) and parts of southern Turkey. It is the most frequently used geo-
graphical term in the chronicle of Jerusalem by al-Ulaymi (d. 928/1522), al-Uns al-jalil (Schick,
Geographical Terminology, 93).

* Hirschler, Ashrafiya Library Catalogue.

3 Hirschler, Monument.
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mundane and even trifling transactions.* In contrast to colleagues working on
medieval Europe, we are much more hesitant to identify a ‘writing revolution’
in a specific period.” There is, however, no doubt that astonishingly mundane
transactions triggered the writing of documents, among them intricate orders
to pay very modest salaries and receipts for paying equally modest rents for
what must have been very humble dwellings. The dense networks of books
and also documents that we will see in the following chapters were part of the
long-term processes of textualisation and popularisation in Egypt and Syria
(and probably beyond) in this period.® By combining the analysis of book
ownership (and library) with the analysis of document use (and archiving) in
one specific case study, this book suggests a distinct approach that might con-
tribute to further conversations on literacy in the pre-Ottoman period. Both
fields are highly dynamic, as evidenced by the recent publication of Beatrice
Gruendler’s Rise of the Arabic Book and Marina Rustow’s Lost Archive. We are
thus in a much better position to think of books and documents together now
than we were two decades ago.

The second main argument of this book puts an emphasis on social prac-
tices, namely socio-cultural practices establishing patronage—client relation-
ships between members of the military and political elites on the one hand
and members of wider society on the other. We argue that these patronage-
client relationships were not exclusively established and maintained through
endowed organisations (such as madrasas), as scholarship has emphasised so
far. Rather, we can also observe institutionalised practices of peripheral house-
holds providing patronage outside such organisational structures — practices
that are below the radar of most of our available sources. This argument is
intended to be part of a wider rethinking of late medieval society in Egypt and
Bilad al-Sham, in particular the gradual fading of the ‘state’ as an analytical cat-
egory.” Scholarship has used this category profusely, but has hardly ever con-
ceptualised what this state was meant to be. One of us pleads guilty for having

in the past used this term in exactly this under-conceptualised way where it

* In taking this approach we were inspired by works such as Bainton, History and the Written Word.

See for instance Bertrand, Documenting the Everyday.

¢ Hirschler, Written Word.

This development was also inspired by debates on the ‘state’ in late medieval European political
history such as Watts, Making of Polities.
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does not contribute to clarity of argument but, on the contrary, puts a thin
structuralist veneer over highly complex — and highly fascinating — processes.®
Rather than falling back on this under-conceptualised and under-
explained concept of statehood, some recent scholarship has adopted a much
more fine-grained approach in analysing the production, contestation and
implementation of political authority by focusing on different loci of author-
ity, among them the household, as analytical units. In this book, we refer in
particular to the work of Jo van Steenbergen in analysing social structures
during this period in terms of household politics and competition.” As we will
see, paying closer attention to precise historical actors and processes, rather
than to how ‘the Mamluk State’ supposedly is doing something or other,
allows a much better understanding of the documents that an individual such
as Burhan al-Din produced and received. The concept of the state might have
mileage for analysing other phenomena, but for this book’s characters and this
book’s objects, for the institutions and organisations it analyses, and for the
developments and processes it traces, this concept proved to have no value.
The book’s third line of argument is concerned with archival practices.
The question of the archive is one of the few topics where the field of late
medieval Arabic history has had something like a debate, and the relevant
scholarship will be reviewed in Chapter 3. Our contribution to this debate
is not particularly conceptual, as we broadly follow the line first indicated by
Tamer El-Leithy, which emphasises a focus on archival process rather than
searching for the brick-and-mortar archive.' This in turn allows us to suggest
a set of archival practices that led to the formation of the Haram al-sharif
corpus of over 900 documents. The main point here is that numerous archival
actors (once again, decisively more complex — and fascinating — than a ‘state’)
were the protagonists in preserving paperwork in numerous archival sites
widely distributed across the urban topography (mostly ‘at home’). This wide
spatial distribution of documents brings the book’s arguments full circle, to
some extent, because Burhin al-Din’s books, too, were redistributed across

more than sixty new households when they left his home after the auction.

$ Hirschler, The Formation of the Civilian Elite.

? In particular, van Steenbergen, Mamluk Sultanate as a Military Patronage State, and in a more
syntactical way van Steenbergen, History of the Islamic World.

10 El-Leithy, Living Documents, Dying Archives.
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It is precisely this wide distribution of books 2zd documents that underlies
the argument that literacy, in terms of textualisation and popularisation, had
become such a central feature of life in this period.

This book thus engages with three fields of studies (library/book stud-
ies, history of the Mamluk period and documentary/archival studies) and we
will review the relevant scholarship in the following chapters. However, the
(non-)use of two terms, ‘institution’ and ‘Mamluk’, are linked to broader
changes in scholarship and deserve to be addressed right away in this introduc-
tion. With regard to the use of the term ‘institution’, Hofer has successfully
introduced a differentiation to the field of the pre-Ottoman history of Egypt
and Syria: institutions show patterns of discursively recognised ways of behav-
iour whereas organisations arise from highly institutionalised social fields."" In
that sense, the madrasas, mausolea and kbingabs in which we find Burhan
al-Din procuring salaried positions are referred to as organisations in this book.
By contrast, his strategy of acquiring personal stipends from households of the
military-political elite is understood as an institutionalised pattern of behav-
iour. This terminological convention can be fruitfully combined with Paula
Manstetten’s suggestion that we should focus on processes of institutionalisation,
rather than on binaries such as formal/informal and systematic/unsystematic,
in order to analyse changes in social and cultural practices.’ This emphasis on
how institutions gradually crystallise via — often very non-linear — processes is
particularly helpful when thinking about book collections. For understanding
the making and unmaking of book collections and libraries, binaries such as
‘tormal endowed library’ versus ‘informal private library’ are generally analyti-
cal cul-de-sacs that create more problems than they solve.

The second terminological convention adopted in this book concerns
the term ‘Mamluk’ and is more controversial. The qualifier ‘Mamluk’ was
an enormously successful point of reference for the formation of a distinct
(and by now quite large) field of studies. Universities and research institutes
across West Asia, North Africa, Europe, Japan and the USA hired in this area
in the course of the second half of the twentieth century, leading to a steep

rise in publications, specialised conferences and large-scale research projects.

W' Hofer, Popularisation of Sufism.
2 Manstetten, [bn ‘Asakir’s History of Damascus.
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Yet the adoption of this term to characterise and shape a scholarly field called
Mamluk Studies has come at a cost. There has been a tendency to overstate the
importance of military slavery and of a supposed shared ethnogenesis on an
elite level in analysing the political and social processes between the seventh/
thirteenth and the tenth/sixteenth centuries in West Asia and North Africa
(the ‘Mamluk’ period).” The time has come to conceptually ‘de-Mamlukise’
our field, and we will largely avoid the term in this book, as the cultural, politi-
cal and social processes that we observe are hardly ever specifically ‘Mamluk’.
The terminological alternatives to ‘Mamluk’ are — we must admit — at
least equally fraught with problems. Jo van Steenbergen has proposed the term
‘Cairo Sultanate’ and this does indeed work in many cases. However, there is
a stylistic issue (try to derive an adjective from this term), and at some points
using this term underplays the agency of individuals and groups situated in
regions beyond Cairo. In such cases we have thus simply used the centuries,
and if that was too awkward we have resorted to the term ‘medieval’. Now,
‘medieval’ is obviously packed with problems, and Thomas Bauer has formu-
lated a wonderfully eloquent and beautifully sharp argument against using
this term for the history of non-European regions."* Colleagues working on
European medieval history abandoned the idea that this term has any ana-
lytical value long ago and they use it as a purely descriptive and conventional
term."” So, in some sense one can argue that ‘medieval’ is by now an empty
chronological marker that has as little analytical usefulness for the history of
Latin Europe as it has for the history of other world regions such as West Asia,
North Africa and South Asia. In our view the term is actually particularly
attractive for talking about the history of regions such as West Asia and North

Africa, because it is so obviously alien and analytically pointless. Now that

'3 Van Steenbergen, Revisiting the Mamluk Empire, History of the Islamic World and Nomen Est
Omen.

" Bauer, Warum es kein islamisches Mittelalter gab.

> As already evident in Gerhard, Periodization in European History from 1956. See also Reuter,
Medieval: Another Tyrannous Construct?; von Moos, Gefabren des Mittelalterbegriffs; Holmes
and Standen, Towards a Global Middle Ages; Dusil et al., “Typisch Mittelalter?’. Suggestions for
discarding the term for European history have not yet proposed convincing alternatives — see for
instance Jussen, Richtig denken im falschen Rabmen? — and often end up with something called
‘pre-modern’. For a recent contribution to this debate that indicates a more profound rethink-
ing of the ‘medieval’ and explicitly refers to T. Bauer’s impact see Depreux et al., Relevanz der
Medidvistik.
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historical scholarship has so lovingly taken apart and emptied ‘medieval’ in the
last few decades we consider it to have less conceptual potential for damage
than ‘Mamluk’. The term ‘Mamluk’ has not been reduced yet to such a mere
descriptive and conventional status, but rather still carries analytical connota-
tions, for instance regarding military slavery as the central phenomenon of the
period — connotations that are entirely irrelevant or even misleading for the

individuals, groups and objects we are discussing in this book.
Profiling and Situating the Library

At the centre of this book’s arguments stands Burhan al-Din’s library. This
library matters so much because it was impressively large, and at the same time
because it is the oldest library of an individual in Jerusalem (and wider Bilad
al-Sham) for which we have comprehensive documentary evidence. On the
first point, size, the number of books that Burhan al-Din owned, over three
hundred, needs to be put into perspective to have any meaning. If we consider
Latin European libraries and book collections, we see that in the British Isles
the number of books in medieval monastic libraries typically did not exceed
the low to mid-hundreds and only the most remarkable libraries, such as those
at Norwich Cathedral’s priory, Christ Church Cathedral and St Augustine’s
Abbey in Canterbury, and Bury St Edmunds Abbey, had collections that came
close to 2,000 volumes.'® In France, the royal library in the Louvre, founded
during the lifetime of Burhan al-Din and dissolved three decades after his
death, was the largest library after the papal libraries in Avignon and the library
of the Sorbonne, but did not exceed 900 manuscripts."” Cistercian monas-
teries in the Holy Roman Empire at this point had an average stock of 400
books, not so many more than Burhan al-Din kept at home." It thus seems
that the collection of books in the house of this unremarkable individual in
Bilad al-Sham was not too far from the numbers of books held in quite august
libraries in Latin Europe.

To drive this point home, it is obviously much more appropriate to draw

comparisons with personal libraries beyond the highest elites. In Latin Europe,

' For details see Hirschler, Ashrafiya Library Catalogue, 3.
7 Kopp, Der Konig und die Biicher.
' Neddermeyer, Handschrift zum gedruckten Buch, 1, 70.
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parish priests are to some extent comparable with a reciter such as Burhan
al-Din in social and intellectual terms; the book ownership patterns of Bavarian
priests a century after Burhan al-Din died have received the closest attention.
The parish priest Mathias Biirer (d. 1485) left twenty-six manuscripts to St Gall,
Johannes Molitoris owned more than forty volumes and Ulrich Pfeftel owned
thirty-two manuscripts and three printed books. However, parish priests more
typically owned much smaller collections of one or two books.” When more
substantial personal libraries arose on the British Isles in the sixteenth century,
obviously a period when the number of printed books shot up, ‘a library of
100 books was a substantial collection’.?® The extent of Burhan al-Din’s hold-
ings is also quite impressive when turning to the Iberian Peninsula during the
eighth/fourteenth and ninth/fifteenth centuries. Here, Jewish book owners
and their libraries were found to possess an average of twenty-eight books per
owner with few individuals owning well over 100 books.” In Iberian Christian
society numbers were more modest, and even the largest libraries of the aris-
tocracy did not go beyond ‘a couple of hundred books’.*> We will return to the
numbers in Chapter 4, but the main point here is that we find, in the eighth/
fourteenth century in a relatively small town such as Jerusalem in the house of
a rather average individual such as Burhan al-Din, a number of books that is
strikingly high in trans-regional comparative perspective.

What does this statement and the book’s three main arguments mean in
the wider scheme of things? This book is obviously a micro-history and, like
any micro-history, it raises the question of the extent to which broader state-
ments can be derived from this one case. In order to tackle this issue, we have
contextualised the case study at various stages of the argument in order to
make transparent our process of formulating broader statements. The splendid
recent examples of documentary micro-history such as Elizabeth Lambourn’s
Abrabham’s Luggage and Nandini Chatterjee’s Negotiating Mughal Law have
shown in what ways micro-historical approaches hold so long as the methodo-
logical approach is clearly laid out. Following these examples, we argue that
the case of Burhin al-Din’s books is indeed representative of broader trends

Wranovix, Priests and Their Books.

Purcell, Country House Library, 56.

2L Hacker, Jewish Book Owners and Their Libraries, 95.
2 Lawrance, Une bibliothéque fort compléte, 1,079.
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in terms of quantity, but we are much more hesitant — on account of much
weaker contextual data — to make the same claim for representativeness with
regard to content, that is the intellectual profile of the library’s books.

Apart from size, the second special feature of this library is that it is the
oldest documented personal library in Jerusalem and Bilad al-Sham.* This
phrase warrants some discussion, as any town and city in the region has a
history of libraries that starts well before the eighth/fourteenth century. In
addition, the claim to an ‘oldest’ anything in Jerusalem is particularly sensitive
on account of the disputed status of the city in the modern period. What we
refer to here is not that Burhan al-Din’s library was some kind of beginning
or that Jerusalem was at the centre of some major development — if Jerusalem
was indeed the City of the Book,* the major urban centres in Bilad al-Sham
such as Damascus and Aleppo were the metropolises of the book. Burhin
al-Din’s books constitute simply the oldest library outside an organisation
(synagogue, monastery, madrasa and so on) for which we have documentary
evidence. There is no doubt that many personal libraries had previously existed
in Jerusalem and many more in wider Bilad al-Sham, but these remain elusive
on account of scarce extant documentation.

That documentary evidence is available for this library is so crucial because
what we know about the library history of Jerusalem (and most other towns
and cities in the region) mostly comes from narrative reports such as chroni-
cles.”” These include, for instance, the cathedral library used by William of
Tyre in the sixth/twelfth century,* but even the existence or non-existence of
a library in a town as large as Frankish Acre is open to discussion.” In the rare
cases where documentary evidence has survived these are libraries attached to
some kind of organisation, such as the Frankish Augustinian chapter library
in nearby Nazareth from c. 1200, for which a very brief book list exists.*®

Jerusalem is in one way special in terms of the history of libraries in the region,

» We thank Merav Mack for her crucial advice on the wider library history of Jerusalem.

* Mack and Balint, Jerusalem. City of the Book.

» In addition, we have ample evidence of Jerusalem’s book culture beyond libraries, see for instance
Goldstein, Arabic Book Culture.

¢ Mayer, Pontiftkale von Tyrus; Edbury and Rowe, William of Tyre, 20.

As evident from Rubin, Learning in a Crusader City.

8 Beddie, Notices of Books in the East; Bale, Reading and Writing in Outremer, 112; Edbury and
Rowe, William of Tyre, 35.

N
N
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namely because it houses several medieval libraries that have had a more or
less continuous existence until today, such as the patriarchal Greek Orthodox
library* and the Franciscan library at Mount Zion.* However, they are again
of limited relevance for our topic as they are attached to organisations and
did not have individual owners. In addition, these libraries have been heavily
reconfigured in the course of recent centuries and it will require very detailed
studies to reconstruct their actual holdings at a given point in the past.

Jerusalem is special in another way, in that it houses extant historical family
libraries, such as, most famously, the Khilidiya and the Budayriya libraries.
Here we have book collections that were once owned by individual family
members, and these libraries have an enormous potential for writing the book
history of Jerusalem and thus contributing to the wider history of libraries in
West Asia and North Africa. However, these libraries were heavily reconfig-
ured in the late Ottoman period when they gained their status as family librar-
ies and when individual collections were merged.’ More importantly, even if
we were able to reconstruct the libraries of individual family members they
would go back no further than the twelfth/eighteenth century and are thus
much younger than Burhin al-Din’s book collection. Finally, one would have
expected documentary corpora other than the Haram al-sharif corpus to yield
material, especially the Cairo Geniza(s). Here we do indeed find many lists
on books and libraries in Cairo, but they are conspicuously silent on libraries
in Jerusalem.?> At most we get letters referring to books from a pre-Frankish
synagogue library.® Burhan al-Din’s library is thus indeed, for the time being,
the oldest documented personal library in the history of Jerusalem — and wider
Bilad al-Sham.**

2 Pahlitzsch, Graeci und Suriani, 213-34.

0 Campopiano, Writing the Holy Land, 55-87.

31 The history of the library provided by al-Khalidi, al-Maktaba al-kbailidiya and the historical
sketch in Ju’beh and Salameh, Fibris makbtitar al-Maktaba al-Khalidiya can now be enlarged by
the rich data of the library’s manuscript notes.

Frenkel, Book Lists from the Cairo Genizah, summarising Allony, Jewish Library, does not refer to
any documents linked to libraries in Jerusalem. Miriam Frenkel confirmed this absence of book
lists linked to Jerusalem in an email communication (June 2021).

Goitein, Contemporary Letters.

Contributions such as Scheiner, Ibn ‘Asakir’s Virtual Library strive to reconstruct the texts avail-
able to a specific scholar, but not a ‘library’. Libraries owned by individuals beyond Bilad al-Shim
include the seventh/thirteenth-century case studied in D’Ottone, Bibliothéque dun savant
yémenite.

32

33

34



ARGUMENT AND HISTORIOGRAPHICAL SETTING | II

While Burhan al-Din’s library can lay claim to being the oldest compre-
hensively documented library of an individual in Bilad al-Sham, it is by no
means the oldest preserved library of an individual owner. We have not suc-
ceeded in matching a single title listed in the sale booklet for his collection
with an actual codex currently sitting on the shelves of some library around the
world (see Chapter 7 for details on this) — yet surely there are extant codices.
His library is thus a virtual or phantom library which we know existed, but
for which the material traces are missing. That we could not work with extant
codices is exactly the opposite of the situation for the Rifa‘Tya library. This is
one of the oldest preserved libraries from Bilad al-Sham that has not reached us
via an organisation’s library such as a madrasa library. Boris Liebrenz has stud-
ied this mid-nineteenth-century Damascene library, which was transferred as
such to Leipzig.”® For this library we thus have the actual books, but neither
the library nor its owner is mentioned in any Arabic documentation, so that
we have two perfectly inverted cases: no codices, but ample documentation
tor Burhan al-Din’s library (calling for the documentary approach);** ample
codices, but no additional Arabic documents for the Rifa‘ya (calling for the
corpus approach).”

The field of Arabic-script library and book studies has undergone an amaz-
ing development in recent years. We have reviewed this development before
and there is no need to repeat it here.”® However, for the line of work that
we pursue, documentary-based library archaeology, there are two pioneering
predecessors who need to be mentioned as we are so deeply indebted to their
main publications, both published in the 1960s: “Abd al-Latif Ibrahim, the
documentary grand master of Egypt, especially with his Dirdsat fi al-kutub
wa-al-maktabat al-islamiya; and Youssef Eche (Yasuf al-Tsh), director of the
Zahiriya Library in Damascus, with his Les bibliotheques arabes publiques et

% Liebrenz, Rifa tya aus Damaskus. Thanks to the work by Paul Love another large cluster of librar-

ies has entered scholarship over the last decade, the North African Ibadi libraries (cf. Love, Jbadi
Muslims of North Africa).

Though this ‘ample’ documentation is still very patchy when compared to cases such as the late
medieval royal library at the Louvre in Paris (discussed by Kopp, Der Konig und die Biicher), for
which we have four inventory lists for less than fifty years, and further lists on lending and acquisi-
tions, as well as bills, receipts and payment orders (in addition to extant codices and illustrations).
On the different approaches (narrative/normative-sources, corpus and documentary), see
Hirschler, Monument, 5-9.

3 Aljoumani, Maktaba madrasiya fi Halab, 9-17; Hirschler, Monument, 5-17.
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semipubligues. There are also two new projects on libraries in the late eighth/
fourteenth and early tenth/sixteenth century that are of direct relevance to
our work.”” Kristof D’Hulster has taken a decisive first step in reconstruct-
ing the court library in Cairo using the corpus approach. In his Browsing
through the Sultan’s Bookshelves, and in a steady stream of addenda since, he
offers a splendid discussion of numerous books and titles that had once been
part of the library of Sultan Qanisawh al-Ghawri (r. 906-22/1501-16). In
his Ph.D., Kyle Wynter-Stoner (University of Chicago) undertakes a similar
reconstruction project identifying the extant codices that once were in the
library of Jamal al-Din Mahmauad al-Ustadar (d. 799/1397). Mahmuad was the
major-domo of the sultan in Cairo from 792/1390 to 798/1395 and thus one
of the most prominent officers of his time. He also delved into the murkier
side of life (at least that is how he was portrayed) and he even plays a walk-on
part in the story of Burhan al-Din, as we will see. Both projects show the vivid
book culture within the military and political elite (severely under-studied so
far) and the crucial importance of book ownership in this section of society.*
A recent important development in the history of books and libraries spe-
cifically in Bilad al-Sham has been the development of a cluster of works on
Aleppo. Feras Krimsti has studied the extant library of a Maronite physician
of the eighteenth century, and Benedikt Reier the earlier book inventory of an
Aleppan book collector.*' Simon Mills has published an analysis of the English
side of the story during the seventeenth century with a heavy emphasis on local

scholars and booksellers in Aleppo.*

3 To this can be added Déroche, de Castilla and Tahali, Les livres du sultan, on the collection
of Arabic codices in the San Lorenzo de El Escorial Library, which contains the books of
the library of Moroccan Sultan Malay Zaydan. This corpus reflects to a large extent the profile
of an early modern court library that was closely connected to the Cairene book market via
the trans-regional book trade (many of them sold in public auctions similar to that of Burhan
al-Din).

On this issue see also Franssen, Mamluk amir’s Library and Mauder, In the Sultan’s Salon.

1 Krimsti, Lives and Afterlives; Reier, Bibliophilia in Ottoman Aleppo. Charles Wilkins (Wake
Forest) is working on an Aleppan estate inventory with 200 books left by a notable in the late
eleventh/seventeenth century. The famous post-Ottoman conquest inventory of books in the cita-
del has finally been published in a slightly flawed edition (Inbagi, Haleb Kalesinde Tespit Edilen
Kitaplar), and D’hulster, Browsing through the Sultan’s Bookshelves, includes the authoritative
version.

“ Mills, Commerce of Knowledge.

40
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In methodological terms, the most relevantline of research on Arabic-script
book and library history are those studies within the documentary approach
based on estate inventories. These studies are all placed in the Ottoman period
because no other significant Arabic book-related inventory other than that of
Burhan al-Din is known so far (or has been studied so far) for the pre-Ottoman
period.* For the Ottoman period, by contrast, we have ample evidence, and of
particular relevance for our purposes are those studies based on non-elite indi-
viduals beyond the usual scholarly contexts.** To these belong, for instance,
analyses of book ownership within the military in Constantinople,* among
women,* and among individuals from different walks of life in the Balkans
and Damascus.”” These studies show how socially widespread book ownership
was in the Ottoman period, including among artisans and merchants. In meth-
odological terms, the most important point coming out of the work with these
inventories is the complexity of their quantitative data. Rather than trying to
aggregate them into large samples — to flatten their respective meanings — each
inventory has to be studied in its own right as to what it actually is: a represen-
tation (often partial) of one specific individual’s possessions.* Furthermore, as
we will see in the following as well, the term ‘inventory’ is often too blunt and
most documents require much more careful discussion in order to understand
their respective function. The micro-historical approach taken in this study
was thus adopted not only out of necessity, but also as an explicit methodo-
logical choice inspired by Ottoman-period studies on inventories and lists.

Inventories and other lists are thus far from being neutral evidence; they
are highly framed by legal, economic, cultural, social and linguistic factors.*’
For instance, inventories are never complete; they always marginalise or side-

line what is seen as trivial, worthless and compromising. As Rudolf Schenda

* Non-Arabic book-related inventories include that for the French crusader knight Odo de Nevers

(d. 1266) in Acre, including a missal, a breviary, a ‘romanz de Loheranz’ and ‘a romanz de la terre
d’outre mer’ (cf. Bale, Reading and Writing in Outremer, 86).

Aydin and Ertnsal, Tercke Kayitlarina Gore, use inventory registers to study book ownership
among students, and Sievert, Verlorene Schitze among bureaucrats.

Oztiirk, Askeri kassama ait.

¢ Ertinsal, Osmanlilarda Kadinlar Ne Okuyordn.

# Balkans: Sabev, Private Book Collections and Zubceviz, Book Ownership; Damascus: Establet/
Pascual, Les livres des gens.

On this see in particular Neumann, 4rm und Reich in Qaraferye.

See Young, List Cultures for one example of the long list of scholarship on inventories and lists.

44
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showed decades ago for the European context, inventories of books did, for
instance, systematically exclude ‘trashy’ literature.® Precisely because inven-
tories are much more than just harmless lists they ‘must be acknowledged as
some of the most important evidence of culture, not just concerning things
of the past, but regarding the relation of humans and things, that is, about
(contexts of) life’.”* The sale booklet at the centre of this book — and other
documents linked to Burhan al-Din — look like rather boring lists, but they
unfold considerable analytical potential once seen as such complex objects

with many functions that deserve to be read in their specific historical context.
The Haram al-sharif Corpus

Burhan al-Din’s estate archive is part of (or rather, distributed across)
the corpus of documents preserved in the Islamic Museum on the Haram
al-sharif, one of the most important pre-Ottoman documentary corpora for
Bilad al-Sham and Egypt. The documents were ‘academically discovered’ in
the course of the 1970s in several batches in drawers of the museum. The
main protagonists in this process were Amal Abul-Hajj, Linda Northrup and
Donald Little.”* Notes accompanying the documents show that they had been
known before: a member of staff had already started to work on some of them
before the 1970s.>* How and when the Haram al-sharif corpus — as we call it
today — came into being is entirely unknown so far and this constitutes a major
methodological challenge for anyone working on and with these documents.
We are only beginning to understand the steps that led to the amalgamation
of what must have been clearly distinct collections. The situation recalls that
of the Acquired Persian Documents in the National Archives of India (Delhi),
where the collection is, as Nandini Chatterjee has argued, made up of a small
number of family archives, the traces of which have been erased.** In response
to this situation, Chapter 3 of this book centres on the question of how one of

these independent collections in Jerusalem, Burhan al-Din’s estate archive, was

w

0 Schenda, Volk ohne Buch.

> Jaritz, Stories Inventories Tell, 166.

Northrup/Abul-Hajj, Collection of Medieval Arabic Documents; Little, Catalogue. On Donald
Little see the volume dedicated to his memory, Massoud, Studies in Islamic Historiography.
Little, Catalogue, 2.

> Chatterjee, Negotiating Mughal Law, 28.

v
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formed and how it might have joined others to become part of the present-day
corpus.

The Haram al-sharif corpus has a complex and dynamic history of
reconfigurations and material changes not only before the 1970s, but also
thereafter. When the documents were prepared for cataloguing in the 1970s
they were unfolded, and folding patterns potentially going back to the eighth/
fourteenth century were lost. Subsequently, they were wetted with water
and ‘placed while still damp between the pages of Creswell’s Early Muslim
Architecture ... and on top of these were placed, for extra pressure, a number of
Islamic tombstones from those available in the museum’.> In this process fur-
ther material evidence was lost and thus the history of sub-collections erased.
Such lost evidence includes, for instance, information about which documents
had been kept in a bundle as well as some of the strings that kept bundles of
documents together. In subsequent years further changes occurred, and these
can be traced to some extent via three sets of photographs that were taken over
the years: the black and white photographs taken by Martin Lyons in 1978,
the colour photographs taken in 2010 and a new set of colour photographs
taken in 2014.> For instance, two of those strings still visible in the 1978 set
had disappeared by the time that the 2010 set of photographs was taken.”” In
the 1978 set we see that the classmarks assigned by Amal Abul-Hajj, Linda
Northrup and Donald Little were pencilled in Arabic numbers on the docu-
ments (e.g. ‘1)’ (61) on Plate I.1). Between 2011 and 2014 the classmarks were
slightly amended by adding ‘2824.” to the old classmark system so that docu-
ment ‘61’ became 2824.61°.%* In this process the new classmarks were also

written onto the documents in pencil (see e.g. Plate 1.2 for 2824.61°).5

* Little, Catalogue, 4.

*¢ The 1978 set was deposited at McGill University and most editions until well into the 2010s
de facto relied on (microfilm) copies of these images. They were made available online in 2021:
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1102813166 (last accessed 5 September 2022). The 2010 set
was produced under the supervision of Christian Miiller (Paris) and Khader Salamah (Jerusalem)
in December 2010 with some additions in February 2011. At the same time, the documents were
placed in protective folders. Itis not clear why the 2014 set of photographs was produced so shortly
after the 2010 set.

7 #507 and #774.

*8 For the sake of simplicity we refer to the documents in this book with the established system used
by Christian Miller, that is ‘#061” for ‘2824.61’.

%> In the colour photographs we see, furthermore, that in addition to the pencil classmarks one user
had written the classmarks in blue pen on many documents, especially in the lower numbers.


https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1102813166
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An exciting change with respect to the known corpus transpired during
our work on this book, namely that the ‘core corpus’ of 883 documents, pho-
tographed by Martin Lyons in 1978 and catalogued by Donald Little in 1984
(the basis for all work on the Haram al-sharif corpus so far), is not the end of
the story.®® Rather, there are almost a hundred additional documents that we
call the ‘Haram al-sharif plus corpus’, which significantly expands the known
corpus of documents.®’ These documents will be described in a supplemen-
tary catalogue that we are preparing with Zahir Bhallo (Hamburg). Suffice
to say here that the new corpus enlarges the number of Persian/Persianate
documents, adds some Ottoman-period documents, and contains further
legal, trade and endowment-related documents produced in Jerusalem. Most
important for our purposes here is that the plus corpus added two further
documents directly relevant for Burhan al-Din, namely a draft list of the estate
of his deceased wife®* and a list produced after the auction of his belongings.*
How and when these ‘new’ documents became part of the Haram al-sharif
corpus is unclear. Amal Abul-Hajj, Linda Northrup and Donald Little never
mention any further documents in their publications,* the same goes for the
colleagues who subsequently worked on these documents (such as Kamil
al-‘Asali, Donald Richards and Christian Miiller), and Martin Lyons did not
photograph any documents other than the core corpus of 883 documents.
The first (implicit) reference to the existence of further documents in the
Islamic Museum is found in an article by Khader Salameh, the director of

the museum, in 2001 when he speaks of ‘950 items’, that is, clearly a higher

We use here the number of 883 to quantify the core corpus, but this is only the number of class-
marks in Little’s catalogue. Miller, Kadr und seine Zeugen, 27, refers to 915 sheets and draws
attention to the fact that documents #057 and #099 are in fact the same document. In addition, we
show in this book that documents #061, #180 and #532 all belong to one single document.

This additional discovery was first announced in the paper Hirschler, Watha'ig jadida min al-
Quds al-mamlnkiya [New Documents from Mamluk Jerusalem] at the online workshop ‘“The
History of Jerusalem through the Documents and the Manuscripts of the Haram al-sharif’, Freie
Universitit Berlin, 17 March 2021.

2 #897.

3 #968.

¢ Linda Northrup was kind enough to discuss in detail their work in the 1970s with us on several
occasions in 2020 and 2021. She also does not recall any further documents besides those cata-

logued by Donald Little.

61
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number.® The additional documents were part of the 2010 set of photographs
and that of 2014, but so far none of them has been edited or even referred to
in scholarship. Even though the provenance of the plus corpus is so unclear,
there is no doubt that its documents belong to the core corpus and that they
shared a similar trajectory. The documents in the core corpus and the plus
corpus display a significant overlap in terms of language, period and content.
In future we can thus simply speak once again of the Haram al-sharif corpus
without ‘core’ and ‘plus’, the only very pleasant difference being that the
corpus has grown.

With the cataloguing of the documents and their availability as microfilm
copies from the early 1980s onwards, numerous documents have been edited
in recent decades. This occurred in the 1980s in particular, but the recent years
have seen a pleasing stream of publications in Arabic (see Appendix 3).° A
major challenge that remains is the dispersed nature of the printed editions,
which are often difficult to track down. The Munich Arabic Papyrology
Database provides the texts of many of these documents in digital format,
but not images.®” A major milestone was the launch of the Paris Comparing
Arabic Legal Documents database in 2021 with (often improved) editions of
documents previously published in print.** It not only provides text and image,
but has also started to offer online-only editions of previously unpublished
documents. This book edits a further twenty-one documents (twenty-three
when counting by classmarks). Yet, the ultimate aim has to be that the editions
and photos are one day available on the website of their home institution, the
Islamic Museum in Jerusalem.

While scholarship has produced many editions, the analytical potential
of the documents remained rather underused for a long period. The turning
point in this regard, and thus a milestone in understanding the Haram al-sharif
corpus, has been the work, by Christian Miller in particular but not exclu-

sively, with regard to legal practices. Our work is deeply indebted to Miiller’s

¢ Salameh, Primary Sources, 3-5. Regrettably, he does not explicitly discuss why there is a difference
between his number and the number known at this point.

% Muhammad, Idirat amwail awqgaf; Muhammad, Marsim al-Sultin al-Ashraf Inal; ‘Abd
al-Rahman, al-Ta‘amulit al-qada’iya; ‘Abd al-Rahman and Anas, ‘Agda zawaj.

¢ https://www.apd.gwi.uni-muenchen.de/apd/projectlc.jsp (last accessed 30 November 2021).

¢ https://cald.irtht.cnrs.fr (last accessed 30 November 2021). Among the documents available on
CALD and cited in the following pages are #206, #315, #494 and #706.


https://www.apd.gwi.uni-muenchen.de/apd/project1c.jsp
https://cald.irht.cnrs.fr

18 | OWNING BOOKS AND PRESERVING DOCUMENTS

publications, and rather than adding another panegyric to his Der Kadi und
seine Zeugen, suffice to say that this book is by far the most referenced title
in the following pages. One article based on a Haram al-sharif document
brings us back to the library of Burhan al-Din. This is the 1984 article by
Ulrich Haarmann, The Library of a Fourteenth Century Jerusalem Scholar,
which actually highlighted the books of Burhan al-Din some forty years ago
when academic interest in the Haram al-sharif documents awoke. With his
trademark acumen Ulrich Haarmann had understood the importance of this
topic and made the first tentative suggestions regarding what this document
actually was, and the identity of some books. Yet, in this seven-page article,
he did not identify any of the dozens of buyers mentioned in the document
or discuss any of the prices. Regrettably, he was never able to embark on the
‘exhaustive study which I hope to complete in the not too distant future’.*’
In a sense, the present book is based on Ulrich Haarmann’s article and pays
tribute to the crucial role he has played with regard not just to this document,
but also the development of the field of Mamluk Studies as a whole.

A Brief Outline of this Book

This book starts with six thematic chapters in the book’s narrative Part I that
build up its core arguments. The twin Chapters 1 and 2 offer a social biography
of Burhin al-Din, with a focus on understanding how he was financially able
to amass such a substantial library. The core axis of argumentation of these
two chapters is to show how deeply involved Burhin al-Din was in the bookish
culture of his time as a non-elite member of society. Chapter 1 engages with
the current discussion on the attendant complications of the catch-all term
‘scholar’. It also establishes the historical non-elite context of Burhian al-Din and
his books, with an emphasis on endowments. Chapter 2 extends this discussion
and suggests how we can make sense of his peculiar professional trajectory and
how we can acknowledge his agency. This includes the identification of a set of
socio-cultural practices that allowed a modest reciter such as Burhan al-Din to

pursue a successful career, which we call that of a ‘multiple part-time reciter’.

¢ Haarmann, Library, 327 (his 1983 article with the same title is largely identical). Waseem Farooq
proposed further readings in his MA thesis Shaykh Burbin al-Din al-Nasiri. A 14th Century
Mamluk Scholar in Jerusalem (SOAS History Department 2014).
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After two chapters devoted to Burhin al-Din, the twin Chapters 3 and 4
zoom in on the documentary protagonist of this study, the sale booklet. A dis-
cussion of the archival and documentary practices evident in this booklet allow
it to be contextualised within the Haram al-sharif corpus at large. The starting
point for Chapter 3 is very basic, namely, why did this sale booklet survive?
This question obviously comes out of the micro-historical focus of our book
and the concern that we might be dealing here with a documentary outlier.
In consequence, we examine in detail the archival practices that are evident
from the Haram al-sharif corpus at large, the Burhan al-Din documentary sub-
corpus specifically and the sale booklet itself to suggest archival trajectories.
These archival trajectories, in turn, can only be understood with reference to
the sale booklet’s function and an understanding of what this booklet actually
was and was not meant to do. In terms of argumentation, these chapters thus
focus on pragmatic literacy. The large number of documents produced during
this period, as well as the intricate documentary and archival practices, indicate
just how deeply the written word had penetrated society beyond the world
of books at this point. Widespread pragmatic literacy was certainly not a new
phenomenon in West Asia and North Africa, but the Haram al-sharif corpus
is probably a very good prompt for further thought on the issue.

Chapter 5 finally takes us to the library itself and emphasises the important
contribution it makes to our knowledge of book culture beyond the realms
of the political elite, scholarly organisations and scholarly elite households. It
suggests that this book collection fulfilled the specific cultural and social func-
tion of a ‘prestige library’ and that this function was reflected in the books’
profile. In its final part the chapter presents the afterlife of the book collection
and takes a brief look at how Burhin al-Din’s books were sold at the auction
and the profile of the ‘auction community’ that came together for this event.
This is crucial because the sale booklet names more than sixty buyers and thus
provides a wealth of data on further book ownership in Jerusalem during that
period. This dense network of new owners indicates once again how bookish
societies such as that of Jerusalem were at this point in history.

Chapter 6 turns to the book prices, which are of outstanding importance
because we have so far only very patchy evidence of book prices for the pre-
Ottoman Arabic lands. The main purpose here is to gauge the financial means

necessary to participate in the world of books as book owner or even as patron
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of a substantial personal library — in other words, to ask how expensive a book
was in late medieval Jerusalem. Against this background, this chapter extends
the argument on widespread literacy by highlighting the broad range of book
prices that allowed different social groups access to the world of books. In
methodological terms the chapter thinks about whether broader conclusions
can be drawn from different sets of data and how to read the numerals that we
find in late medieval documentary sources.

Chapter 7 starts the book’s documentary Part II. It offers an analysis and
an edition of the sale booklet, and its data provides much of the scaffolding for
the previous chapters. This is a rather descriptive chapter that does not offer
much in terms of argument, yet it took us the longest to complete. Identifying
the buyers and book titles, understanding the objects mentioned, reading the
numerals, interpreting the strokes, trying to make sense of folding lines and
actually solving the order of the sheets was for a long time one of our main
occupations. We hope that some readers will follow, and in some cases chal-
lenge, our readings and interpretations.

Chapter 8 provides a discussion of the documentary network around the
sale booklet and an edition of the relevant four documents that were written
with reference to the booklet in the days after the auction. Again, there is no
great argument, but the chapter is absolutely essential in terms of Part I of the
book working, and hopefully might furnish another helpful example of how
to read such seemingly decontextualised lists and how to make connections.
Appendix 1 provides an overview of documents linked to Burhan al-Din’s
life and estate and is meant as a point of reference while reading the preced-
ing chapters. Appendix 2 provides the edition of another sixteen of these
documents as a complement to those already edited, in the hope that their

publication in one open-access location will facilitate future access.
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Making a Living in Endowments

his and the following chapter sketch the social environment of the

book’s protagonist, Burhan al-Din, during the second half of the eighth/
fourteenth century in Jerusalem.' This sketch is crucial, because knowing
what books stood on the shelves (or in this case lay in the bookcases) of an
individual is only meaningful when we are also able to locate that person in
social terms. A ‘mere’ edition of yet another book list might provide us with
more book titles (and in this case book prices), but in terms of its impact on
the field of Middle Eastern history such an edition, stripped of its social S7zz 7
Leben, would be missing a crucial dimension. This wider context is especially
relevant as book ownership in the pre-modern period is generally associated
with social elites. Yet, Burhan al-Din and his enormously rich and varied book
collection were situated outside the sphere of elite culture and they thus give a
rare glimpse into the bookish practices of wider sections of society.

Some facts about Burhan al-Din’s biography have been established over
the last few decades on the basis of the Haram al-sharif documents, with
Christian Miller having written the most detailed overview so far.> However,
what is missing is an analysis setting Burhan al-Din’s life and his books into
the wider world of social practices and political spaces. These first two chap-
ters will show how Burhin al-Din skilfully employed the social opportunities

! According to #039 his full name was Burhan al-Din Ibrahim b. Zayn al-Din Rizq Allah b. Shihib
al-Din Ahmad al-Nasiri (d. 789/1387). We assume that his death date was in late Ramadan because
the acknowledgement deeds #313 and #676 show that the first monthly obligatory maintenance
payment was paid for the following month of Shawwal. Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 172 sug-
gests early or mid-Shawwal 789, which is also possible as the payment in #313 could be just a partial
payment. Haarmann, Library, 327 was still working with a very incomplete corpus and thus erro-
neously put his death one year too late.

> Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 169-75.
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offered by the provincial but ‘sacred’ town of Jerusalem to make a decent living
in the late eighth/fourteenth century. This skilfulness meant that he accumu-
lated considerable wealth in the last decade of his life. Donald Little, with
his usual insight, described Burhan al-Din as an ‘enterprising, hard-working
scholar-SafT’, without, however, discussing this phrase further — as is so often
the case in his publications.? The following will show that ‘enterprising’ and
‘hard-working’ are indeed apt terms for capturing Burhan al-Din’s numerous
endeavours to gain employment and stipends.

The use of the epithet ‘scholar’ brings us to the crux of this and the follow-
ing chapter. We will argue that this term is much too broad to be analytically
useful for understanding Burhan al-Din’s background and setting his books
in their proper social space — the world of an individual who worked hard to
survive on the edges of the scholarly world by juggling numerous positions and
stipends. Burhan al-Din never made it into the inner circle of the Jerusalemite
scholarly elites, but his case shows how such individuals were adept at using
the room for manoeuvre they had within the transforming cultural and politi-
cal landscapes to make a living. We will, more specifically, see that Burhan
al-Din employed two distinct social strategies not only to insert himself into
the town’s network of endowed organisations (discussed in this chapter), but
also to gain patronage from peripheral households of the military-political elite
(discussed in the following chapter). Our focus on thinking about Burhin
al-Din’s social life means that his activities are very much framed by the per-
spective of position, income and status. This is certainly not the whole story
and we do not intend to exclude or downplay his activities as reciter of Koran,
badith and other sacred texts and how they were deeply meaningful aspects
of his and his audiences’ lives. The distinct emphasis that we put on the mate-
rial side of things is a mere analytical necessity for developing (in chapters of
reasonable length) a point that is crucial for the overall architecture of this
book’s argument.

Before we analyse Burhan al-Din’s life, let us take a step back and briefly
look at the broader political and social picture of Jerusalem in his lifetime. In
contrast to modern perceptions of the political map of the region, Jerusalem
was during this period not a political heavyweight: it only became the seat of

3 Little, Significance of the Haram Documents, 218.
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a governor in the late eighth/fourteenth century, and even then the governors
were often middle-ranking officers of whom we know little.* One of the town’s
main functions within the political topography of the Cairo Sultanate was that
of a place of exile.’ Yet Burhan al-Din did not even have any contacts with this
modest political elite of his home town. The town was also not of strategic
importance: it did not have a city wall in this period and all that one chronicler
had to say about its citadel was that ‘it does not matter whether it exists or
not as it is useless and does not protect the town’.¢ Jerusalem was also too far
from the coast and from the main trading routes to emerge as an important
commercial centre. A generous estimate puts the town’s population at around
20,000 inhabitants.” The earliest Ottoman figures, 130 years later, counted no
more than 934 households.® Even though such figures are highly approxima-
tive, they reinforce the impression of a town that was no economic or political
epicentre during this period.

However, Jerusalem had a religious significance that allowed it to punch
above its political, economic and demographic weight and thus attract a con-
siderable number of endowments.” Even though the case of Jerusalem can
certainly not be compared with the high number of often very substantial
endowments that were established in cities such as Cairo, Damascus, Alexandria
and Aleppo, the town’s Haram al-sharif itself attracted substantial pious invest-
ments."’ The best survey lists almost ninety religious organisations (madrasas,
khangahs, mausolea and so on) that were endowed in Jerusalem in the period
of the Cairo Sultanate." The presence of the sultanic Mansari Ribat shows

that the political elite in Cairo had incentives for spiritual investments and

* Al-Qalqashandi, Subb al-a’sha, V11, 186; Little, Jerusalem under the Ayyubids and the Mamlitks,
187.

See Onimus, Maitres du jen, 358 and Ayalon, Discharge from Service for Jerusalem as a site of
political exile.

¢ Al-Umari, Masalik al-absar, 111, 544.

7 Lutfi, Al-Quds al-Mamlikiyya, 225, based on the Haram al-sharif corpus.

$ Burgoyne, Mamluk Jerusalem, 61.

Lutfi, Al-Quds al-Mamliikiyya, discusses this issue on the basis of the Haram al-sharif corpus, and
Little, Mujir al-Din, on the basis of al--Ulaymi’s chronicle a/-Uns al-jalil.

For the development of the Haram al-sharif up to the Crusading period see Kaplony, The Haram
of Jerusalem. For the post-Crusader period see Hawari, Ayyunbid Monuments, Burgoyne, Smaller
Domes, Hillenbrand, Ayyubid Agsa, Flood, Ambiguous Aesthetic and Burgoyne, Mamluk
Jerusalem.

" Burgoyne, Mamluk Jerusalem, 65-74.
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that the town was more than a provincial backwater. We have several periods
of particularly intensive investment in the city and the surrounding regions,
such as during the reigns of Sultan Baybars in the mid-seventh/thirteenth
century and Sultan Qaytbay in the late ninth/fifteenth century.’” The most
important period of urban rebuilding took place during the reign of Sultan
al-Nasir Muhammad b. Qalawan in the early eighth/fourteenth century with
the governor of Damascus Sayf al-Din Tankiz playing a prominent role. These
monuments still define to some extent the urban tissue and ‘old’ city skyline
of Jerusalem.™

New endowments established in the late eighth/fourteenth century were,
however, less impressive. We can take as an example one of these new endow-
ments, the Taz Mausoleum in which Burhin al-Din worked for many years.
Sayf al-Din Taz was a prominent officer whose career began during the rule
of al-Nasir Muhammad b. Qalawan’s sons in the 740s/1340s. He belonged
to that generation of officers who were able to build up massive households
that constituted the main centres of power in the late Qalawainid period.™* His
splendid palace in Cairo still testifies to the central role he and his peers played
in the period’s politics.”® Yet he increasingly lost influence in the 750s/1350s
during the reconfigurations of the Qalawanid political matrix and was finally
reduced to a minor position and then blinded. After a modest comeback
he endowed his mausoleum in Jerusalem, which did not even come close to
the splendour of his palace in Cairo. Furthermore, he was not even buried
in this mausoleum; his final resting place was Damascus.' It is from among
such figures, who fell outside the inner circle of political authority, that those
endowing in Jerusalem were primarily recruited in the second half of the
eighth/fourteenth century.

Jerusalem was thus of limited political significance, but it was home to
a substantial number of endowments that provided income for scholars. In

consequence we see a group of elite scholars who were closely linked with the

2 Da‘adli, Jerusalem Mamluk Regional Building Style.

' Da‘adli and Barbé, Development of Sitq al-Qattanin Quarter.

Here the work of Jo van Steenbergen is crucial, for instance his Mamluk Sultanate as a Military
Patronage State.

On his demise cf. Onimus, Maitres du jeu.

' Burgoyne, Mamluk Jerusalem, 399-411.
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town, such as those belonging to the Bana Jama‘a family. For instance, a con-
temporary of Burhan al-Din named Sari al-Din married into the Jama‘a family.
We find this Sarf al-Din in several important positions in Jerusalem, such as
preacher (kbatib) in the Aqsa Mosque.”” We will meet SarT al-Din again in
Chapter 3, as he had a central role in the formation of what we know today as
the Haram al-sharif corpus of documents. For our purposes here, that is, iden-
tifying him as a member of the scholarly elite of Jerusalem, he is typical in the
sense that his prominent appointments in Jerusalem alternated with appoint-
ments in Damascus, such as the chief judgeship of the city. The scholarly elite
of Jerusalem was thus in many ways a quite mobile elite that was, in particular,
deeply intertwined with the elite of Damascus. Even though Burhan al-Din
lived in the same period as Sari al-Din, their social worlds hardly overlapped -
for a start, there is no indication that Burhan al-Din ever left Jerusalem or held
any of the town’s lucrative positions. Burhan al-Din thus had to entertain very
different strategies to make a living and, as we will see, he was highly skilled
in carving out a place for himself within the landscape of endowments and
within the political landscape of peripheral military households.

Methodological Considerations — Documents and Analytical Terms

In methodological terms, the reconstruction of Burhin al-Din’s life is based
on the large cluster of Haram al-sharif documents that are linked to him, the
‘Burhin al-Din documentary corpus’. Donald Little counted thirty-nine such
documents'® and Christian Miiller identified further documents to establish
a corpus of forty-nine Haram al-sharif documents linked to Burhin al-Din."”
We count fifty-two documents (see Appendix 1), and this higher number is the
result of identifying additional documents in the known Haram al-sharif core
corpus as well as finding new documents in the Haram al-sharif plus corpus.
The most important additions to Burhan al-Din’s corpus are the two sheets
#180 and #532, which have so far not been seen as part of the corpus but are
beyond doubt part of the sale booklet and are thus indispensable in analysing
his library. More exciting still, after we came to understand that the Haram

7 Muller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 512-16.
'8 Little, Six Fourteenth Century Purchase Deeds, 315.
¥ Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 175.
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al-sharif corpus was larger than scholarship had assumed (see Introduction),
was the discovery of additional traces of Burhan al-Din’s documentary world
in this Haram al-sharif plus corpus.*

The Burhan al-Din documentary corpus will be discussed in Chapter 3 in
more detail to understand the production of individual documents, how they
came together as a corpus, and the subsequent archival preservation of this
corpus. We will describe it here briefly in so far as it is relevant to the discussion
of its protagonist’s social world. Among these fifty-two documents, twenty-
four refer to his working life (most importantly, Burhan al-Din’s petitions for
a job, subsequent diplomas and declarations by administrators of endowed
organisations and members of the political elite granting him a job, payment
orders for his salaries, and an accounts sheet of a primary school mentioning his
salary), eleven refer to other matters in which he was involved during his life-
time (such as settling the estate of a deceased wife, divorce papers, rent receipts
for his house, the purchase contract for another house and his neighbour’s
consent to extending this house) and seventeen refer to the settlement of his
estate after his death (such as the acknowledgement deeds on the monthly
obligatory maintenance payments for the children he left behind, decisions
by a deputy judge on the amount of these maintenance payments, our sale
booklet concerning his estate, and accounts linked to this sale).

Counting things in any documentary corpus is as complex as counting
things (books, volumes, parts, titles and so on) in a library corpus and the
documentary corpus of Burhin al-Din is no exception. When we refer to
a ‘document’, this is in the vast majority of cases one physical sheet — fifty-
two documents of the corpus simply consist of one such single sheet of paper
or parchment.” However, there is one document that consists of more than
one sheet, the sale booklet concerning his estate. This document consists of
three sheets (#061, #180 and #532), and they must have become separated at
some point over the last few centuries (more on this in Chapter 4). Our corpus

is thus made up of fifty-two documents on fifty-four separate sheets.

2 These include documents #897 (division of the estate of Fatima 1, the deceased wife of Burhin
al-Din) and #968 (a list of receivables from the sale of Burhin al-Din’s estate).

! Though one of these ‘sheets’ (#369) is in reality the product of two distinct documents sewn
together.
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In order to profile our corpus numerically, we need one further number
in addition to ‘document’ and ‘sheet’, as many of these documents carry more
than one ‘text’. For instance, a document with a (successful) petition for a job
on the front will have the corresponding diploma of appointment on its back.
While this is one material ‘document’, there are two independent ‘texts’ and
the number of texts in documentary corpora is thus in general significantly
higher than that of documents or that of sheets. To provide the number of
such texts is a much more subjective endeavour than counting documents or
sheets, as it depends on the research interest. If one employs the documents
to understand legal procedure, as Christian Miiller did, a judge’s crisp note
on top of a document indicating that this document has been admitted for
a lawsuit (‘uddu Gya bib7’) is a stand-alone text. If one is interested in archival
practices, as we are in Chapter 3, the archival note on the back of document
such as ‘monthly obligatory maintenance payment for Jamal, son of [Burhan
al-Din] al-NasitT’ (‘fard Jamal / Ibn al-Nasir?’) is a text in its own right (see
Plate IIL.5b). If we combine all these perspectives, the number of texts in the
Burhan al-Din documentary corpus is well over one hundred.”

For the purposes of the first two chapters, we have limited the ‘texts’ to
those that are of immediate relevance for analysing Burhan al-Din’s social
world. From this perspective we arrive at a total of sixty-three texts in our
fifty-two documents on fifty-four sheets.” That the life of an individual as
average as Burhan al-Din led to the production of so many documents and
texts is a clear indicator of the crucial role that the written word had come to
play by this period in the sphere of pragmatic literacy — it emphatically does
not mean at all that Burhan al-Din was of outstanding importance. On the
contrary, these fifty-two documents are only part of the much larger over-

all documentary corpus that must have been triggered by Burhan al-Din’s

2 References to an individual text follow the system established by Christian Miiller in his work on
the overall Haram al-sharif documentary corpus, that is in the format ‘#039/1’ for the chronologi-
cally first text on the document carrying the classmark #039.

Six of these additional texts are from petitions for a paid position that carry the diploma of appoint-
ment on their back (#007, #009, #010, #013, #305 and #310); two additional texts are revisions
on the amount of the maintenance payments (#052 and #111); one is a note on the back of an
acknowledgement of a debt that the repayment was made (#016); Burhin al-Din’s house purchase
document carries two additional texts (#039).
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marriages, divorces, sales, purchases, job applications, salary payments and so
on, as will be discussed in Chapter 3.

The statement that the extant number of documents ‘may well make
[Burhan al-Din] the best-documented Muslim of the Middle Ages’ might
have been slightly over the top.** For a start, the estate archive of the trader
Nasir al-Din in the Haram al-sharif documents is more extensive than that of
Burhan al-Din. Yet Burhan al-Din did indeed leave a fascinating paper trail,
the survival of which is very unusual for a non-elite individual (and even for
many elite individuals) of that period.”® That no detailed biography of him
has been written so far is astonishing. Few other similar individuals are so vis-
ible through documentary corpora. One of them is the Indian Ocean trader
Abraham Ben Yija from the sixth/twelfth century, whom we know through
the documentary corpus linked to him from the Cairo Geniza(s). Even though
we have fewer documents relating to him, he has been a highly rewarding
subject to narrate and to analyse in various ways.*

Even a paper trail as dense as that of Burhan al-Din’s has many gaps,
and this has considerable methodological implications. For example, we can
never be sure whether the first document that we have on a specific issue is
the first document that was produced. At the same time, the absence of docu-
ments on specific issues cannot be taken as proof that Burhin al-Din was not
involved in a specific activity. However, the survival of the documents that we
do have was not random, but follows the archival logic of an ‘estate archive’
that Chapter 3 will set out. In consequence, it is possible to detect patterns
and structures from this incomplete and archivally reconfigured documentary
corpus to understand Burhan al-Din’s social world, and this is what the fol-

lowing will do.
Simply a ‘Scholar’?

The most important point in starting to sketch Burhan al-Din’s life is an
absence, but in this case not a documentary absence: none of the numerous

narrative texts that were produced during his lifetime and in the subsequent

2 Little, Six Fourteenth Century Purchase Deeds, 315.

» Though future research will certainly unearth different source corpora in order to write the biog-
raphies of non-elite individuals; see e.g. Nakamachi, Life in the Margins.

% Ghosh, Antigue Land and Lambourn, Abraham’s Luggage.
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decades ever mentioned him. We do not find any reference to him in the vast
corpus of biographical compendia and chronicles written in Bilad al-Sham
and Egypt in the course of the late eighth/fourteenth and ninth/fifteenth
centuries.”” Although these texts are teeming with individuals linked to the
scholarly world, Burhan al-Din was too insignificant to be mentioned or
referred to. One might argue that this was because the authors of these texts
wrote from the perspectives of their respective home towns, especially Cairo,
but also Damascus, Aleppo or Alexandria. In consequence, the scholarly
communities of those provincial towns without their own historian systemati-
cally tended to stay below the narrative radar — a metropolitan bias, so to say.
Jerusalem did indeed take a long time to find its historian. It was not until one
hundred years after Burhin al-Din’s death that this changed and Mujir al-Din
al-‘Ulaymi (d. 928/1522) produced his combined chronicle and biographi-
cal compendium of Jerusalem and Hebron, the well-known a/-Uns al-jalil **
Al-“Ulaymi includes a number of Jerusalemite scholars from the second half of
the eighth/fourteenth century, but Burhan al-Din is not among them.
Burhan al-Din’s absence from the narrative record, even the indigenous
Jerusalem narrative record, is not by chance, but is closely linked to the social
environment in which he lived. He did not hail from a prominent family of
Jerusalem: none of his forefathers or foremothers made it into any chronicle
or biographical compendium. More importantly for our purposes, he himself
never held a position in the town’s judiciary as a judge, a deputy judge or any
other functionary. He also never held one of the lucrative teaching positions
in the town’s most generously endowed madrasas such as the Salahiya or the
Tankiziya. When al-‘Ulaymi crafted his book one century later, he started his
section on biographies of scholars with those holding positions in the Salihiya
Madrasa. Evidently, Burhan al-Din neither appears in this section nor in
al-Ulaymi’s following sections on the judges and the preachers in the Agsa
Mosque. Tellingly, he also does not appear in al-Ulaymi’s sections on jurists
(fugaha’) and scholars where the author casts his net wide to include a broad

social section of the scholarly world.

7 For the vast number of biographical compendia produced in this period see Reier, Documents in
Books.
8 Al-Ulaymi, al-Uns al-jalil; Little, Mujir al-Din.
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Thesilence of the sources means that we do not even know Burhan al-Din’s
birth date, and have to make with a rough estimate. In one of his petitions for
ajob in the town’s central Muslim sanctuary, al-Haram al-sharif, from the year
781/1380 (#009/1) he claimed that he had performed pious recitations on the
Haram al-sharif without remuneration for twenty years. There is little reason
to take such a claim by a petitioner at face value as he certainly had strong
incentives to exaggerate his track record and come up with an impressive
number. However, in the margin of this report we see that the responsible in
charge wrote a note saying that the validity of the claim was to be checked (the
document’s second text, #009/2). The subsequent diploma of appointment
(the document’s third text, #009/3) was indeed only issued after this check had
taken place. In other words, it is highly likely that Burhan al-Din’s claim must
have had some degree of veracity even if the exact number of twenty years is
not a quantitative factoid. Now, if we assume that he started these recitations
on the Haram al-sharif at the relatively young age of twenty-five, this takes us
to the year 736/1335 as an (admittedly very rough) earliest birth year. From
his documents we know that he died in the year 789/1387 (see Introduction),
which would mean that he died at an age of slightly over fifty years.

In light of the absence of Burhan al-Din from the narrative record, placing
him in his society has been difficult. Previous scholarship has thus resorted to
one of the most widespread fall-back options in our field, namely to describe
such an individual simply with the catch-all term ‘scholar’, that is to say, as
belonging to the ulama’? There is nothing wrong in describing him as a
member of the %#/ama’and thus using the emic term per se. Yet, as an etic term
of analysis it is woefully imprecise and thus of limited usefulness for the pur-
pose of social history. The ulama’are, as is well known, one of the best-studied
sections of pre-Ottoman society, yet the field of Mamluk Studies, as Nobutaka
Nakamachi pointed out, generally uses this term without much precision.*
The foundational work on the social history of this group, Carl Petry’s seminal
Civilian Elite of Cairo, for instance, defined them rather briefly as those ‘who
were regarded as the literati of traditional Islamic cultures’’' Such a literatus

» Muller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 169 and Little, Five Petitions, 349.
30 Nakamachi, Life in the Margins.
31 Petry, Civilian Elite of Cairo, 4.
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could in social terms be anybody from the most prominent judge who was
part of a city’s social elite to a very humble part-time Koran reciter in a small
neighbourhood mausoleum who could barely make a living from this stipend.
It is thus necessary to differentiate the emic category ‘scholars’ and to
develop a terminology — which we do not have at the moment, and which this
book does not claim to develop — to reflect the wide variety of social contexts
in which the different members of this group acted. If we imagine the scholarly
world as concentric circles, a small scholarly social elite (those being part of the
notables, the 4 yadn) was situated at the centre. In Jerusalem, for instance, the
above-named Sari al-Din, who was preacher in the Aqsa Mosque and also chief
judge in Damascus, belonged to this elite. These are thus individuals who held
highly remunerated positions and who have a very strong presence in our nar-
rative sources. Yet the vast majority of those linked to the scholarly world were
positioned in much larger circles at a considerable distance from this centre.
To give one example of such a group of literati outside the inner elite
circle: the notary witnesses (sg. shahid) constituted an indispensable tier of
legal administration, independently validating legal transactions and, as
court-appointed witnesses, validating documents produced by judges.** Until
recently, we knew very little about this group, but the academic ‘discovery’
of the diary of one of these witnesses, Ibn Tawq from Damascus, at the very
end of the Cairo Sultanate, has changed this. His text has substantially added
to our knowledge of what the modest life of one of these otherwise unknown
‘scholars’ looked like.*® On the basis of the Haram al-sharif documents,
Christian Miller has been able to show how large this hitherto rather hidden
group was. For Jerusalem alone he identified more than one hundred individu-
als who acted as notary witnesses in a period of only four years.** That such
witnesses acted as a coherent social group during political conflicts indicates
the existence of a distinct identity.”> Another group that is often dealt with
under the wide label of scholars, but which arguably had a distinct identity

32 On the role of the shahid in the late medieval period see for instance Amin, al-Shahid al-‘adl and
El-Leithy, Living Documents, Dying Archives.

3 Wollina, Zwanzig Jahre Alltag; Shoshan, Damascus Life 1480-1500.

¥ Muller, Kadi und seine Zengen, 280-319.

% Olsen, Just Taxes?, 9.
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t0o, is that of ‘popular’ preachers.** To subsume such groups under a catch-all
category of ulama’ does a disservice to understanding their specific places
within these concentric circles — places that were very distinct from those of
judges or teachers at prestigious madrasas.

Burhan al-Din was certainly not ‘an average “college teacher™ as he has
been erroneously called.”” He never taught in a madrasa and never earned as
much as teachers in endowed organisations. We find him much further from
the centre, in proximity to notary witnesses and modest popular preachers.
He thus belonged to that group of literati that was positioned — in the case of
Burhin al-Din at least for most of his career — in the outer circles of the schol-
arly world at a considerable distance from the elite centre. This does not mean
that he and his peers among the notary witnesses and the popular preachers
were outsiders, but they clearly operated in a social world very difterent from
that of those holding the lucrative judiciary and teaching positions in the town,
such as Sari al-Din. Their distance from the scholarly centre is also evident in
the fact that peripheral scholars hardly ever produced written works, with Ibn
Tawq being a rare exception.

The following will propose that Burhan al-Din belonged to a sub-category
of peripheral scholars that can be labelled ‘multiple part-time reciter’ —
admittedly quite a descriptive and not a very elegant term.*® Members of this
group held two, three or more very modestly paid positions at the same time in
order to make a living in this gig economy. These were not the prestigious and
well-paid teaching positions of Jerusalem, available at the likes of the Salahiya
Madrasa and the Tankiziya Madrasa, yet they were better paid than the menial
positions that we also find in mosques, madrasas and mausoleums (such as
gatekeeper, water carrier and sweeper). In the case of Burhan al-Din we will see
that he started to hold so many of these positions that he was able to accumu-
late considerable wealth, even if only in the last decade of his life.

To hold a position as a multiple part-time reciter one required some back-
ground of learning, and those holding them certainly saw themselves as literati

of traditional Islamic culture. As we will also see in the case of Burhan al-Din,

3¢ On this group see Berkey, Popular Preaching.

% Haarmann, Library, 328.

3% The activities of these reciters include those outlined in al-Subki, Mu %d al-ni‘am, 156-63: gar:’
al-ushr and, especially, gar:’ al-kursi.
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engagement with this textual tradition was not so much in terms of what we
intuitively associate with scholarly practices, that is, teaching, commenting,
interpreting and potentially authoring books. Rather, we see that such a
multiple part-time reciter made his living by holding several of the numerous
positions of recitation with modest remuneration that were available in a town
such as Jerusalem. In these posts, members of this group recited the Koran and
numerous other texts such as hadith and even Koranic exegesis (zafsir). One
position never paid a sufficient stipend or salary for survival on it alone, but
an individual could make a decent living on the outer circles of the scholarly
world by combining several of these positions.

These multiple part-time reciters should not be confused with those
scholars who held in parallel several well-paid ‘full-time’ positions as teachers
in madrasas.” These elite scholars sub-contracted one or several of their posi-
tions for lower pay and were thus able to generate a very considerable income.
These scholars could be labelled, borrowing a term from the medieval Latin
West, ‘pluralists’, and their plush social world was quite different from that
of most of their part-time colleagues who performed the recitations in the
same organisations. Sar al-Din, for instance, had simultaneously held several
teaching positions in Damascus and was then appointed to several positions
in Jerusalem, including becoming preacher in the Aqsa Mosque.*’ This did
not pose a serious problem for him. Rather, he saw opportunities: he simply
sub-contracted his positions in Damascus and moved to Jerusalem to take up
his multiple appointments there.

Burhian al-Din’s career shows that being a multiple part-time reciter meant
starting at the outer edge of the scholarly world. Yet there was the possibil-
ity of moving closer to the centre over the years, and during the last decade
of his life he was carving out an increasingly comfortable place for himself.
What makes his case interesting is that the unique documentary corpus linked
to him allows us to understand the social agency and strategies of such an
individual. This micro-historical approach shows that positions were not
primarily ‘bestowed’ upon or ‘granted’ to him. Instead, we see an individual
who actively pursued his two strategies to make a decent living: He skilfully

3 Petry, Civilian Elite of Cairo, 252.
0 Ibn Qadi Shuhba, Tarikh, 111, 475.
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navigated the rich landscape of endowments in Jerusalem to obtain positions
(discussed in this chapter), while also procuring personal stipends from indi-
vidual patrons among the peripheral political elites of the region (discussed in
the next chapter).

The World of Endowments

So, let us start with the first strategy that Burhin al-Din pursued to make a
living in the second half of the eighth/fourteenth-century Jerusalem, namely
to seek positions in endowed organisations. This strategy was firmly embed-
ded within the significant role that such organisations played in the cities and
towns of that period. It thus comes as no surprise that the earliest trace of
Burhan al-Din’s professional life is a petition in which he seeks an appoint-
ment in the above-mentioned Mansiri Ribat, an organisation endowed by
al-Malik al-Mansar Qalawan in the late seventh/thirteenth century.*’ The
Mansari Ribat was a multi-functional organisation centred on a hospice that
also provided for the poor (number 1 in Table 1.1 and Map 1.1).** Burhan
al-Din applied for a remunerated appointment from this organisation’s
endowment after the previous beneficiary died and the application was suc-
cessful. This happened in the year 770/1368, roughly twenty years before his
death in 789/1387.

However, this first trace of his professional life shows Burhan al-Din at
the very outer edges of the scholarly world in social terms — the remuneration
he sought consisted of nothing more than four loaves of bread a day. Burhan
al-Din’s statement that he had a family to care for, and was thus particularly
needy, seems genuine enough given that he was applying for such a humble
appointment. What job he applied for at the Mansari Ribat is not clear from
the petition. It was most likely a position as a reciter, as he refers in his petition
to ‘recitation’ (¢774°4) and promises an intercessory prayer (du‘a’) after this
recitation. That this was indeed an application as reciter is especially likely as

‘recitation/intercessory prayer packages’ were important in Burhan al-Din’s

4 #013(1.2.770/1368).
* Burgoyne, Mamluk Jerusalem, 129-40. On the term ribat see Little, Nature of kbanqgabs, ribats
and zawiyas.
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Table 1.1 Burbdn al-Din’s positions and stipends

No. DPosition/stipend Place/patron Year Doc. #
1 position Mansiari Ribat 770 013
2 stipend al-Haram al-sharif / 774 603
Salima b. Abi Bakr al-Fariqani
3 position unnamed madrasa-cam-ribat 775 010
4 position Taz Mausoleum 775 005,007,014, 303, 310
S position Awhadiya Mausoleum 780 203
6 position al-Haram al-sharif (Sitt ‘A’isha) 780 509
7 position primary school Fakhral-DinIyas 780 049
8 position Salahiya Khanqah 780 289,336,509, 699
9  position al-Haram al-sharif (Aqsa Mosque) 781 305
10 position al-Haram al-sharif 781 009
11 stipend Ahmad b. Sayf al-Din Bustumur 781 490
12 stipend al-Haram al-sharif / 782 508
Shihiab al-Din Ahmad b. Shadi
13 stipend al-Haram al-sharif / 782 004
Haydar al-‘Askari al-Mansari
14 stipend al-Haram al-sharif / 783 012
‘Alib. Qoja al-Ala’1
15 stipend al-Haram al-sharif / 788 002
‘Ala” al-Din Agbugha Yanki
16  stipend al-Haram al-sharif / ? 026

Ibrahim b. ‘Umar Sarim al-Din

strategy for accumulating part-time positions, as we will repeatedly see during
the following years.

The recitation of Koran, badith and other sacred texts was provided for in
any endowment in this period.”> While teaching was not all-pervasive, founders
did systematically provide funds for reciters, even in small-scale organisations
with modest endowments. We will see that Burhan al-Din appears as such a
reciter of the Koran, but that he gradually built up a reputation for one specific
form of recitation, namely ‘reciter of midd’. It is in this field that he must have
gained something of a reputation within Jerusalem. We do not know too much
about midd sessions, except that they consisted of the recitation of different
texts, but two documents from the Burhin al-Din documentary corpus give

us the best insight we have into what such a session actually entailed during

“ Berkey, Transmission of Knowledge.
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Map 1.1 Locations of Burhan al-Din’s positions and stipends; based on Burgoyne, Mamluk
Jerusalem, 34 (Fig. 1, © Kenyon Institute [British School of Archaeology in Jerusalem])

this period in Jerusalem. The first of these documents lays out the structure of
the recitation session as follows. First came Koranic exegesis, followed by some
badith, then stories of the virtuous (‘bikayat al-salihin’), and finally Koranic
verses (szzra no. 113, 114, 1 and the beginning of 2).** The second document is
strikingly similar and has exegesis, hadith and the stories of the virtuous in the

4 #026.
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same order. However, instead of Koranic recitation this document mentions
the more generic term ‘exhortation’ (maw%ga).*

Burhan al-Din was already in his mid-thirties (according to our above
estimate of his birth date) when he applied for the daily bread allowance at
the Mansari Ribat. Even though the cities and towns of Bilad al-Sham and
Egypt had so many endowments with numerous employment opportunities
in this period, to enter this system as somebody on the fringes of the social
world was seemingly far from straightforward. The impression that Burhian
al-Din was just finding his feet in the professional world of multiple part-
time reciters when he was in his thirties is reinforced by the next documentary
trace that we get of his life. Five years after his appointment in the Mansari
Ribat, he submitted a petition to apply for a place of lodging (‘an yakina ...
munazzalan’) in an unnamed madrasa-cam-ribat in 775/1373 (number 3 in
Table 1.1).% It is unclear whether this ‘place of lodging’ entailed a remuner-
ated position, as neither the petition nor the response by the endowment’s
supervisor mentions any specific task or a salary. However, it is likely that this
‘lodging’ did not mean that Burhan al-Din would dwell in this organisation
as he already had a family, as we know from his Mansari Ribat application
and as he underlined in this petition once again. Rather, this application was
most likely for a position, and as Burhan al-Din stressed his background as
reciter of the Koran (‘min hummal al-Quran’) itis likely that this was another
recitation position. We do not know whether he ever got this position as the
response was somewhat lukewarm: in principle he could get this lodging/
position, the supervisor of the endowment wrote on the petition, but if there
was no vacancy he would have to wait until one of the current beneficiaries
moved on or died. It is probably fair to say that Burhan al-Din was still strug-
gling at this point, at roughly forty years old, to translate his qualifications as a

reciter into well-remunerated positions.

© #002.

“ #010 (20.2.775/1373). Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 340 assumes that this document refers to
al-Ribat al-Mansari. While this cannot be excluded, it seems rather unlikely as the Mansari Ribat
shows no signs of having included a madrasa. In his al-Uns al-jalil al-Ulaymi has a strong ten-
dency to call multi-functional organisations a ‘madrasa’, but this is not the case for the Mansturi

Ribat (al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 43).
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These two applications were for positions in endowed organisations, the
Mansari Ribat and the unnamed madrasa-cam-ribat, and pursuing such
positions was clearly the norm during that period for those working within
the wide folds of scholarship and ritual. We thus see that he petitioned in the
same year, 775/1374, for another position at another endowment in the town,
the Taz Mausoleum (number 4 in Table 1.1 and Map 1.1) — and this time
petition and diploma explicitly refer to him as ‘reciter’.*” As mentioned before,
this mausoleum was founded just over a decade earlier, making it a relatively
new establishment in the town.** Once again, Burhan al-Din underlined his
poverty and the family he had to care for; he offered his services as reciter and,
once again, he promised intercessory prayer after the recitations. The petition
and diploma of appointment are not overflowing with details: neither what
exactly he was meant to recite nor his salary are mentioned. This was because
both Burhan al-Din and the endowment supervisor, a certain Malik, clearly
knew what they were speaking of, and they both referred to his appointment
as ‘on the model of those reciters [already] installed’ in the mausoleum with a
‘salary like that of his peers’.*’

We do hear more details, as his job at the Taz Mausoleum seemingly
required, inconveniently for him, regular reappointment procedures.
Conveniently for us, we thus have a longer paper trail on this position. For the
following decade four more documents exist that give an insight into what he
was doing in this mausoleum for what salary.>® All four documents refer with-
out exception to his position as reciter (in one document ‘at the tomb’), either
without spelling out what he was meant to recite’® or naming him as Koran
reciter (gari’ al-‘ushr).>> Apart from recitation, two of the Taz documents
mention him as the Keeper of the Koran in the mausoleum (kbddim al-rab‘a).>
The shifting job descriptions match the two salaries that we get for his work at
the Taz Mausoleum: when he was appointed as reciter at the tomb and Koran

Y #310.

“ On this mausoleum cf. Burgoyne, Mamluk Jerusalem, 399-411.

# #310/1,1. 6and 7 and #310/2, 1. 8.

04007 (777/1376), #303 (780/1378), #005 (784/1382) and #014 (785/1383).

1 #007 (tomb), #303 and #014.

52 #007, #303 and #005. Al-Subki describes ‘gari® al-‘ushr’ as the person who recites Koran before a
teaching session starts (al-Subki, Mu d al-ni‘am, 156).

53 #303 and #005.
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reciter at the same time in 777/1376 he earned thirty-five dirhams per month.>*
However, a diploma of appointment eight years later only referred to him as
a reciter, and his salary dropped to fifteen dirhams per month.> It is highly
likely that Burhan al-Din thus continuously held positions in this mausoleum
for some fifteen years from when he was forty years of age up to the end of
his life.>

Five years after he had started in the Taz Mausoleum, in 780/1379, he was
appointed as a reciter at yet another endowment, the Awhadiya Mausoleum
(number S in Table 1.1 and Map 1.1).%” Little is known about the size of
the endowment of the Awhadiya Mausoleum, and judging from the meagre
documentary and narrative record it was no hotbed of teaching activities.*®
The crisp diploma of appointment handed to Burhian al-Din (really quite a
grandiose term for such a small sheet of paper) is a highly informal document
which stands out from the other more carefully produced diplomas that he
received. It seems to have been written in haste, and there is also, in contrast to
most other diplomas, no petition from Burhan al-Din. This might be linked
to the fact that the previous post-holder was fired because he was unqualified
(‘li-adam abliyatihs’) and a replacement was urgently needed. Burhan al-Din
was to receive a salary ‘in accordance with the endower’s stipulation’, but we
regrettably do not learn what this stipulation was. The endowment deed of
this mausoleum has not come down to us, nor has any other document on an
appointment in this mausoleum, but it is fair to assume that this rather modest
mausoleum was not among the best-paying employers of Jerusalem. Donald
Richards has suggested that an isolated numeral ‘five’ written at the lower end
of the sheet refers to a monthly salary of five dirhams.”” This would be a very

> #007.

> #014.

** Two documents (#005 and #007) refer to ‘al-fagaha’ and ‘al-fagih’ (jurisconsultant). This refer-
ence is highly unusual as it would entail a very different scholarly training from that for recitation.
Most likely, these terms must here not be read here as referring to a position, but rather as an hon-
orific, similar to the use of the term g4di (judge) in many documents, which does not necessarily
mean that the individual in question actually held a judgeship.

57 #203.

8 On this mausoleum founded by the Ayyubid notable al-Malik al-Awhad in 697/1298 see

Burgoyne, Mamluk Jerusalem, 167-77.

Burgoyne, Mamluk Jerusalem, 167.
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modest salary indeed — as we will see further down, a household such as that of
Burhan al-Din needed roughly one dirham per day for buying bread.

Asis the case with all his other positions, except that in the Taz Mausoleum,
we do not know how long this appointment lasted. While there was paperwork
for hiring someone, there was no equivalent for when a position ended. We
thus do not know how many positions exactly Burhan al-Din held at any given
time, for instance whether he still held his positions in the Mansari Ribat and
the unnamed madrasa-cum-ribat when he was appointed in the Awhadiya
Mausoleum. This is an issue to which we shall return, but at any rate it is
possible to state that Burhan al-Din was gradually establishing himself as a
reciter in Jerusalemite endowments throughout the 770s/1370s. At the end
of this decade, in his mid-forties, he had been successively (or simultaneously)
the reciter in four different organisations (Mansari Ribat, unnamed madrasa-
cum-rzbat, Taz Mausoleum and Awhadiya Mausoleum).

We see that, on the basis of his success in acquiring positions in fairly
minor organisations, Burhan al-Din moves on to a new stage in his profes-
sional life in the 780s. He now turns to securing positions in the very heart
of Jerusalem’s sacred Muslim topography, the Haram al-sharif. Before he
received the post in the Awhadiya Mausoleum he must already have held
a position financed by one of the many small endowments that make up
the highly complex endowment structure of the Haram al-sharif.®® In a
document from the year 780/1378 he appears as reciter in an endowment
called Sitt ‘A’isha (number 6 in Table 1.1 and Map 1.1).! In this docu-
ment, Muhammad al-Safadi (we have no idea who he was) declares that
he has no claims against Burhan al-Din regarding the salary (jamakiya) for
recitations. Christian Miller has already suggested reading this document as
follows: Burhan al-Din, having been appointed to this recitation position,
‘sub-contracted’ it to al-Safadi, who did the actual recitation work for a share
of the salary.® The document would thus be al-Safad’s acknowledgement
that he had received his dues from Burhin al-Din. As we have seen, sub-

contracting salaried positions for a lesser salary was a well-established practice

¢ The exact structure of this massive endowment landscape is still under-studied, but the first steps
have been taken in this direction, such as Muhammad, Idarat amwal awgaf.

1 #509 (1.8.780/1378), see Appendix 2.

¢ Mdller, Kadi und seine Zengen, 171.
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in the period of the Cairo Sultanate, especially for well-paid ‘full-time’ posi-
tions of the pluralists mentioned above, and these payments were often part
of much more complex financial transactions.® This document shows that
such practices might have also existed for much more modest positions, and
with regard to Burhian al-Din this would mean that by his mid-forties he was
sufficiently established to engage in such a practice.®

As a consequence of Burhan al-Din becoming increasing more established
as a reciter in endowments, we see that positions on the Haram al-sharif take
centre stage during the last decade of his life. A year after the sub-contracting
document was produced, he petitioned to be reappointed to a post as reciter of
mi‘dd in the Aqsa Mosquein 781/1379 (number 9in Table 1.1 and Map 1.1).%
This is the first document that specifically used the term that was so crucial in
his professional specialisation, ‘reciter of 7:%4d’. The reason he had to petition
for this reappointment is not clear, but there seems to have been a conflict in
the background. At any rate, he was successful and received the post with a
salary of twenty dirhams per month. As things were going well, four months
later he submitted a petition for another job on the Haram al-sharif (number
10 in Table 1.1 and Map 1.1). Here, he asked to be appointed as reciter of
hadith and made his claim that he had done so without remuneration for
twenty years.® Again, he was successful and received this endowed position,
which carried with it a salary of twenty dirhams per month.

Burhan al-Din must have kept all or some of these positions within the
Haram al-sharif endowment structure throughout the last decade of his life.
While we do not have further diplomas of appointment (or reappointment)
to these positions, his continued employment as reciter is evident from four

payment orders (a very rare document indeed) issued between 781/1379-80

¢ Petry, Civilian Elite of Cairo, 252 and in more detail the numerous cases where scholars receive

or buy a salaried position (or a share thereof) mentioned in Ibn Tawq’s notebook (cf. El-Leithy,
Living Documents, Dying Archives, 413).

The only alternative interpretation of this document would be that Burhan al-Din was the supervi-
sor of this small endowment and had paid al-Safad’s salary. However, there is also a deputy super-
visor named in the declaration, Rukn al-Din Baybars, from whom Burhin al-Din had previously
received the salary. An administrative structure under which an endowment’s supervisor received
the money from his deputy and then had this declaration produced after paying the money to one
of the endowment’s beneficiaries is rather unlikely.

S #305 (8.8.781/1379).

% #009 (18.12.781/1380).
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and 789/1387-38, the year of his death.” In these documents the endow-
ment administration orders (or rather endorses) salary payments for Burhian
al-Din. These documents are real gems for those wanting to study the history
of bureaucracy, as we find up to ten signatures by different officials of the
endowment administration on one single payment order.® However, what
sums were actually paid out for which month(s) has completely eluded us so
far and understanding these very brief but highly complex texts is beyond the
remit of this book.®” The main point for us is that the payment orders always
refer to Burhian al-Din holding a post (‘wazifa’) as reciter either of mi%d ses-
sions” or of the Koran.”

Despite all the positions that Burhin al-Din had already secured as a
reciter up to the early 780s, there was seemingly the need (or the opportunity)
to work in other fields as well, namely as a primary school teacher. This was
again a position within the Jerusalemite network of endowments, and again
a rather modest one. We only know of it because he is named in the annual
accounts sheet of a primary school that has — uniquely — survived. These are
the accounts for the year 780/1378-9 of a school endowed by an officer named
Fakhr al-Din Iyas (entirely unknown to us except that he might be Buyer 41
in the sale booklet) where Burhan al-Din appears as the teacher of orphans
(‘mu‘allim al-aytam’s number 7 in Table 1.1).”> Such teaching positions in
primary schools were certainly not held by scholars in the inner circle of the
scholarly world and contemporary sources frequently derided these teachers.”
Burhan al-Din received a salary of around twenty-nine dirhams per month.”
The day after the accounts sheet was drawn up, the endowment’s supervisor
seemingly wanted to streamline things and issued a diploma that not only con-
tinued Burhan al-Din’s appointment, but ‘authorised’ Burhan al-Din at the

same time to directly collect his salary from the Jerusalemite shops endowed

7 #665 (781/1379-80), #668 (786/1384-5), #835 (787/1385-6) and #666 (789/1387-8).

8 #666.

¢ Muller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 128 proposes that #665 refers to 20 dirhams, #668 to 20.5 dirthams
and #666 to 20.5 dirhams as well.

70 #665, #668 and #666.

71 #835.

7> #049. This accounts sheet was drawn up 14.4.781/1379. On this school see Richards, Primary
FEducation.

73 Ghersetti, Stupid Schoolteachers.

7 #049: The annual salary is 348 dirhams.
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for the benefit of this primary school.” One might read this authorisation as a
demonstration of increasing trust in Burhan al-Din, granting him prerogatives
in the endowment’s administration. However, this was a double-edged sword:
Burhan al-Din now had to collect his salary in person from shop owners who
might have been more or less forthcoming with their dues. In addition, his
monthly salary was fixed at thirty dirhams and the increased responsibility thus
entailed no increase to his salary.”

In the early 780s/1380s, when he was in his mid-forties, Burhan al-Din
thus worked as a primary school teacher and had securely established him-
self in his home town as a reciter (on the Haram al-sharif as well as in the
Mansari Ribat, the unnamed madrasa-cam-ribat, the Taz Mausoleum and
the Awhadiya Mausoleum). In addition, he must have held a position in at
least one further organisation in Jerusalem, the Salahiya Khinqgah (number 8
in Table 1.1 and Map 1.1). This kbdngah, or sifi hospice, was founded by
Saladin in 585/1189, two centuries before that in which Burhin al-Din lived,
and was an organisation separate from the Salahiya madrasa.”” It is one of
the rare pre-Ottoman organisations for which we have the text of the endow-
ment deed (though reworked and summarised in an Ottoman court register
from 1022/1614).”* This deed makes clear that being appointed as a sif7 in
this kbangih entailed two central obligations: reciting the Koran and saying
intercession prayers for the endower. The s7fis thus had to recite the Koran
every day after sunset prayer, perform dbikr, and then pray for the endower.
On Fridays they had furthermore to recite the Koran (either in the building of
the kbangab or in the Aqsa Mosque) after sunrise and pray for the endower.
Studying seems to have been a lesser priority, as although the s7fzs were meant
to read classics (‘kalam al-a’imma al-masha’ikh al-sifiya’) every Friday, the
deed already assumed that this might not be the actual practice and implored
them to study at least ‘on some Fridays’.”” The tasks that came with a position

75 $003 (25.1.781/1379).

7¢ The twenty-nine dirhams per month of the previous year had probably just been the result of
deductions from his salary of thirty dirhams after he had missed some days of work.

On the khingab in general see Fernandes, Evolution of a Sufi Institution. On this kbangah in par-
ticular see Hawari, Ayyubid Monuments, 230-4, Frenkel, Political and Social Aspects and Hofer,
Popularisation of Sufism, 44—6.

78 Published by al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 81-102.

7 Al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 94.
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in this endowment thus perfectly fit the professional profile that Burhian
al-Din had developed.

Burhin al-Din was probably appointed in the Salahiya Khanqih in or
shortly before the year 780/1378. We do not know the exact year, but four
documents in the Burhan al-Din documentary corpus describe him in passing
as ‘one of the szf1s in the Salahiya Khanqah™® and the earliest one dates to that
year.! He probably never left this appointment, as the last reference linking
him to this khdngah dates from 788/1386, one year before his death.* Burhan
al-Din’s salary in the Salahiya Khiangah is not mentioned in the passing refer-
ences to him as a szZf7 and the other sources, such as the Ottoman summary of
the original endowment deed, are silent as well. In the Haram al-sharif corpus
we find the best source for this organisation, an accounts book for two months
of the year 791/1389,% but it only provides the total amount of the salaries for
all s7f7s without an indication of how many there were.

Burhan al-Din never secured a position in one of the prestigious madrasas
of Jerusalem, but with the Salahiya Khanqah he managed to get a foothold
in one of the most prominent endowments outside the Haram al-sharif. It is
arguably for this reason that completely unrelated documents started to name
his affiliation to that organisation as a kind of honorific title. That documents
never refer to him by any of his other positions in the non-Haram al-sharif
endowments makes this especially noteworthy. His appointment in the
Salahiya Khanqah must thus have been a particularly significant position in
the eyes of his social milieu and a major moment in his professional trajectory.

The sift element of Burhan al-Din’s career calls for one final comment.
Donald Little was struck by the references to Burhan al-Din as one of the s#fzs
in the Salahiya Khanqgih, and in his catalogue entries he faithfully drew the
reader’s attention to this one, rather minor, detail.** These short references
were taken up in following scholarship and amplified so that ‘Burhan al-Din

was a sif7 as well as a reciter’® or simply became a ‘szfi-scholar’.** However,

80 #4289, #336, #509 and #699.

81 #509.

82 #336.

8 #774.

% Little, Catalogue, 17, 208, 220, 232 and 247.
5 Lutfi, Six Fourteenth Century Iqrars, 289.

S Al-“Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 45.
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there are two problems with this label. Firstly, Burhan al-Din held numerous
positions and stipends in the course of his life that we know of. Only one of
them is in a sif1 khangdh, so why single this one out? Moreover, the references
to him being ‘one of the sf7s in the Salahiya Khanqah’ mostly do not come out
of documents appointing him to a position, but personal documents, such as
deeds by divorced wives or his neighbour’s permission to extend the house.”
Secondly, and much more importantly, the notion of this period’s sifism as a
mystical form of Islam purportedly clearly distinct from the rest of society is
no longer tenable. Scholarship has shown that s#f7 practices spread through-
out society® and it is thus debatable to what extent it is useful to frame Burhian
al-Din in terms of purportedly ‘mystic leanings’."’

At the beginning of the 780s Burhan al-Din thus had been successively
(or simultaneously) reciter in five different organisations (Mansari Ribat,
unnamed madrasa-cam-ribat, Taz Mausoleum, Awhadiya Mausoleum and
Salahiya Khanqah), reciter in various endowments on the Haram al-sharif
and teacher in Fakhr al-Din Iyas’s primary school. The numerous positions
Burhan al-Din held in endowments show what we mean by the term ‘multiple
part-time reciter’. While he was able to secure a place within the Jerusalemite
landscape of endowments as a reciter, all these positions were of a modest
nature. Burhan al-Din had to accumulate several of them and he still had to

moonlight in other posts, such as teaching in a primary school.
Conclusion

The positions that Burhan al-Din accumulated are positions far below the radar
of the narrative sources that reported on Jerusalem and its scholars. It is pre-
cisely this silence of the sources that makes the social practices of Burhan al-Din
as visible from his documentary corpus so important. When reading these
narrative texts, the trajectories of such multiple part-time reciters — and those
of other professional groups to be identified in future scholarship — remain
blurry or even entirely invisible. Burhan al-Din might have been a scholar, but

his social world has to be reconstructed from the patchy documentary corpus

8 Divorced wives: #289 and #699; house: #336.

8 Hofer, Popularisation of Sufism; specifically for Syria see Ephrat, Suft Masters and the Creation of
Saintly Spheres.

¥ Haarmann, Library, 332.
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in order to be described in any meaningful sense. This change of perspective
shows the social agency of an individual on the edges of the scholarly world in
pursuing employment opportunities in endowed organisations by develop-
ing an increasingly clear professional profile. Reconstructing the biography of
such a peripheral ‘below-the-radar’ individual is also crucial for understanding
the full impact of the increasing number of endowments on urban life in this
period. We thus have here an example of probably quite a large stratum of
middling part-timers who were able to make a living in the networks of endow-
ments without ever making their way into any narrative source.

To apply the catch-all category of scholar, and the implications this term
carries for those described in the chronicles and biographical compendia, is
an exercise of limited usefulness for locating Burhan al-Din and his books in
the social fabric of Jerusalem during that period. His world, and that of his
fellow part-timers, was far from the world of those holding the prestigious
positions in the madrasas or the prominent positions in the judiciary, such as
Sari al-Din. For the course of the immediate argument pursued in this book,
the main point established here is thus the relatively modest social world in
which Burhan al-Din acted. This, in turn, is crucial in order to appreciate
why the large number of books that he owned matters, and why his intensive

documentary practices matter.



Beyond Endowment

I n the previous chapter we saw how a multiple part-time reciter such as
Burhan al-Din was able to navigate the endowment topography in a town
such as Jerusalem. This chapter will extend the argument on the social agency
of such an individual, who did not belong to the elite circle of his society, and
look at a second strategy that he employed to make a living outside endowed
organisations. The latter part of the chapter will then connect his professional
profile (inside and outside endowments) with those aspects of his personal life
that we are able to detect from the estate archive.

Understanding the second strand of his strategy is crucial if we are to
gain a fuller picture of the social world of peripheral scholars — and get new
insights into the socio-cultural practices of peripheral officers in the late
eighth/fourteenth century. This strand will take us away from the world of
endowed organisations into an environment of institutionalised patterns of
interaction. We have here a phenomenon that is entirely different from procur-
ing salaried positions in endowments, and one that is centred on what is prob-
ably best called ‘personal stipends’. Within this second strand Burhan al-Din
approaches households on the fringes of the military-political elite, offers a
Jerusalem-based ‘recitation/intercessory prayer package’ to a patron and sub-
sequently receives a monthly stipend outside any endowment structure. We
have seen that his first strategy was embedded within the long-term process
of the growing importance of endowments within the urban landscape that
had especially accelerated under the Qalawanids. This second strand, in turn,
is much more difhicult to place in the different rhythms of historical develop-
ments because it has very low visibility. Patronage was certainly part of the long-
term socio-cultural practices of households of the military and political elite.

However, we will argue, this specific form of patronage between peripheral
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scholars and officers is a development specific to the late Qalawanid and early
Barqugqid periods in the late eighth/fourteenth century. The institutionalised
practice that we see here complements in that sense the study by Mathieu
Eychenne of personal relationships and networks in seventh/thirteenth- and

eighth/fourteenth-century society.’
Burhan al-Din’s Social World beyond Endowments

Scholarship on the relations between scholars and military-political households
in the medieval period has tended to focus on interactions framed by endow-
ments and payments channelled through endowments.” This, for instance, is
the perspective taken by Michael Chamberlain in his seminal work, where he
almost exclusively focuses on the endowment as the organisational framework
while stipends beyond such organisations are tucked away in the footnotes.?
In the same vein, scholarship specifically on the Haram al-sharif documents
and on Burhan al-Din has strongly focused on endowments, so that it has not
even identified what we call ‘stipends’ as distinct from his endowed positions.
A typical example of such an endowment-centred view argues, for instance,
that, ‘like [those of ] many other professionals, scholars, and day laborers in
cities throughout the region, [Burhan al-Din’s] livelihood depended on these
endowed institutions’.*

We have identified no fewer than six such personal stipends that Burhian
al-Din procured from various officer-patrons and these stipends played a sig-
nificant role in his income (numbers 2, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 in Table 1.1
and Map 1.1).°> All these stipends are strikingly similar, almost to the point of
being identical: Burhan al-Din is tasked with reciting a 71‘4d and then making

an intercessory prayer for the officer-patron (we find, for instance, the phrase

—-

Eychenne, Liens personnelx, 101-51.

Such as the study on Cairo by Loiseau, Reconstruire la maison du sultan.

Chamberlain, Knowledge and Social Practice (for instance p. 51, n. 75). Forms of patronage
beyond organisations also do not feature prominently in the analysis of Barqugqjid political prac-
tices by Onimus, Maitres du jeu, in the overview of patronage practices in Little, Jerusalem under
the Ayyubids and the Mamlitks, or in the summary of military patronage by Igarashi, Charity and
Endowments.

* Luz, Mamluk City in the Middle East, 134. Frenkel, Political and Social Aspects follows the same
argument.

Declarations of intent: #603 (774/1372); #508 (782/1380); #004 (782/1380); #012 (783/1381);
#002 (788/1386); Request: #026 (undated).

W
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‘he [the officer-patron] gains reward and intercessory prayer from the servant
[Burhan al-Din] in the noble places’). These recitations are always meant to
take place on the Haram al-sharif (in or close to the Dome of the Rock, the
Aqsi Mosque or the Chain Gate on the western fagade of the Haram al-sharif).
All documents spell out in great detail where and when exactly (day and time)
the recitation had to take place (sometimes even the texts to be recited in the
mi‘ad session are put down in writing, as we have seen). All stipends are pro-
vided by peripheral households of the military and political elite that are hardly
traceable in the narrative source corpus. Those three officer-patrons who can
be geographically located were active in southern Bilad al-Sham (though not
in Jerusalem itself ). The stipend is always for a modest sum of either ten or fif-
teen dirhams. What we have here is thus a group of institutionalised personal
stipends that are held together by numerous similar characteristics, and that
are clearly distinct from the endowment-related positions of the first group.

The differences between the endowment positions and the personal
stipends are not that evident from the documents at first glance — and these
blurred borders are highly significant. This is the case because the patrons of
these stipends strove to imitate ‘real’ endowment positions and to depict the
stipend in terms of an endowed long-term position. For instance, one of the
documents granting Burhan al-Din such a stipend depicts it as being heredi-
tary, and Burhan al-Din’s son, in the event that he was qualified to do so, was
meant to succeed his father. This officer-patron even tasks a third party, the
imdam of the Dome of the Rock, with the ‘supervision’ of this stipend. The
term used for this task, ‘zaz7’, is exactly the same term as that used for the task
of supervising endowments. As is the case in endowment deeds, the diploma
also stipulates how this supervision is to be passed down once the current
imdm steps down or dies.”

While these peripheral officers strove to couch their stipends in terms
reminiscent of endowments, they engaged in a practice that was clearly differ-
ent from distributing positions in an endowment. They might have intended
this stipend to continue for many years or even decades, but an officer-patron

could simply stop paying the money whenever he wished to - in contrast

¢ #007,1. 10/11. Similar in #010, 1. 6/7 and #013, 1. 8-11.
7 #002.
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to an endowment position, there was no organisational framework and no
mortmain property with which to secure a stipend’s existence in the long run.
Without considering these documents in more detail, it has been tempting to
see them as identical to the diplomas of appointment for endowed positions
that we have seen in the previous chapter. In consequence, the documents on
positions and stipends have just been bundled and described erroneously as
‘documents, dealing mostly with his application for, and his appointment to,
various positions in Jerusalem pious establishments’.®

The confusion in modern scholarship between endowed positions and
personal stipends is closely linked to the terminology used in the documents
and the way this terminology has been interpreted. Three documents that
award Burhan al-Din a stipend start with the term ‘marsim’, and Donald
Little thus intuitively listed them in his catalogue as ‘decrees’.” Here they
find themselves in an awkward group with lordly decrees, especially the ones
issued by the sultans in Cairo (such as #008 by al-Malik al-Nasir b. Qalawan
and #034 by Baybars). The translation of marsim as ‘decree’ might work very
well for the documents issued by the sultans. The low-ranking officers cer-
tainly wanted these marsim also to be seen as lordly ‘decrees’, but in reality
this term does not catch at all the social function of those documents linked to
Burhin al-Din.

Christian Miiller has already pointed out that the term ‘marsim’ can refer
to documents with very different legal implications. He argued that several of
them should rather be called ‘diplomas of appointment’ (Ernennungsdiplome)
as they share few functions with lordly decrees, and we have adopted his term
for documents on endowed positions."” Yet the marsims on stipends refer to
very different practices and are more informal than the label ‘diploma’ implies.
It is for this reason that we do not use the term ‘diploma of appointment’ for
these marsim ‘decrees’, but opt for ‘declaration of intent’.

That neither the label (lordly) ‘decree’ nor (endowment-related) ‘diploma
of appointment’ works for these documents is clearer still when we turn to

those two declarations of intent that do not start with the term ‘marsam’,

8 Haarmann, Library, 327.
> #002, #004, #012.
10 Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 137-46. In our case e.g. #203 and #214.
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but with ‘yaguln’ (‘he says’).! For this reason Donald Little put them into
an entirely different group in his catalogue. Christian Miiller called these
yaqulu documents ‘declarations’ as they are nothing more than self-binding
declarations without the involvement of third parties. This is also evident in
terms of formality, because they often do not carry witness signatures, which
are omnipresent in the Haram al-sharif corpus, and those that do carry such
signatures are much less standardised than those seen on other documents.'*
We obviously agree wholeheartedly with this characterisation of ‘our’ two
declarations. Where we differ is in relation to the three documents for stipends
that open with the word ‘marsam’ - Little’s ‘decrees’ or Miller’s ‘diplomas’.
We argue that these three are, de facto, no different from the two declarations.
All five documents are expressions of exactly the same practice and all five have
thus to be seen, in terms of social and political history, as a coherent group of
documents — declarations of intent.

Once we start to see the personal stipends as a group, a clear pattern of
socio-cultural practices emerges. The six officer-patrons providing the stipends*?
are almost invisible in the narrative sources and they were clearly the heads
of minor households within the political structure of the Cairo Sultanate.
These personal stipends allowed such officer-patrons of modest standing to
have pious recitations performed in their name within one of the most scared
spaces in the realm. The alternative approach, to set up an endowment for
this purpose, as their more prominent peers such as Sayf al-Din Taz did, was
beyond the financial means of this group of households. Offering patronage
via stipends thus allowed these officers to insert their names into the Haram
al-sharif’s soundscape along with those of their more prominent peers."* What
we have here is thus an institutionalised socio-cultural practice of peripheral
households in the province that would have escaped us had we focused exclu-
sively on endowments to understand the patronage offered by the military

and political elites. These practices have eluded us, as the narrative sources

1 #603 and #508.

> Muiiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 131-6.

3 We have five declarations of intent (#002, #004, #012, #508, #603) and one further request to an
officer regarding an existing stipend (#026).

On the topic of pre-Ottoman soundscapes, see the first reflections by Frenkel, Mamluk Soundscape.

—
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hardly take notice of the low-ranking officer-patrons or the beneficiaries at the
margins of the scholarly world — never mind the relationship between them."

Once we start to see Burhan al-Din’s social practice in more detail we
are able to acknowledge the agency of such an individual. The documents
on the stipends depict a world of grandiose officers granting or bestowing on
him positions, so that scholarship has tended to rank the agency of scholars
rather low in such patronage relationships. There is instead a much more fas-
cinating world of an individual who actively procured personal stipends from
individual patrons. Just as ‘court’ chroniclers were not just socially dependent
mouthpieces of their royal patrons,' Burhan al-Din certainly was strongly
positioned in his relationships with his various patrons. Burhan al-Din’s
agency in convincing peripheral officer-patrons to issue such declarations of
intent for personal stipends is at first glance unclear, as none of these docu-
ments carries his petition. This is a practice clearly distinct from the diplomas
of appointment in endowments, where the vast majority carry Burhan al-Din’s
petition on the front."” Yet clear patterns emerge, most importantly that he did
not approach households across Egypt and Bilad al-Sham, but — as we have
seen — specifically targeted officers who resided in southern Bilad al-Sham: two
of them lived in Gaza and a third officer-patron resided in al-Ramla.’® The
absence of petitions and the geographical proximity make it likely that Burhan
al-Din approached these low-ranking officers in person to offer his recitation/
intercessory prayer package. This must have happened either when these offic-
ers passed through Jerusalem or when Burhan al-Din travelled to nearby towns
such as Gaza and al-Ramla to procure new patrons. The personal stipends that
Burhan al-Din procured show indeed a very ‘enterprising’ individual, to return
to Donald Little’s term.

For the peripheral officer-patrons, the act of providing stipends in one of
the most sacred sites controlled by the Cairo Sultanate was highly meaningful

in spiritual and social terms. They clearly did not have the means to set up

On the learned activities of those officers who made it into the narrative texts see Mauder, Gelebrte
Krieger (English summary: Mauder, Education and Learning).

Banister, Professional Mobility; Hirschler, Medieval Arabic Historiography.

7 Such as #007, #009, #010, #013, #305 and #310.

'8 On patronage and investment in the urban infrastructure of medieval Gaza see Amitai, Development

of a Muslim City.
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endowments, unlike their more prominent peers. They were probably also not
able to procure the services of any of the renowned scholars of the town to per-
form these recitations for them in exchange for their modest stipends. We have
seen that they tried to compensate for their inability to set up endowments
by couching their stipends in terms of endowments. In a similar vein, they
also strove to compensate for the lack of glamorous scholar-clients by describ-
ing their humble client Burhan al-Din in rather hyperbolic terms. One of the
officers, Shihab al-Din Haydar, described Burhan al-Din in his declarations
of intent, for instance, as ‘the lofty seat, the master, the meritorious judge’
(‘al-majlis al-ali al-mawlawi al-qada’t al-fadili’).” Documents produced
within Jerusalem, by contrast, use much less exalted titles for Burhan al-Din,
typically along the lines of ‘the virtuous, ascetic and worshipping shaykh’
(‘al-Shaykh al-salib al-abid al-zahid’).** The ofhicers strove to imitate the
more grandiose world of endowments not only in textual terms, but also in
terms of materiality. Staying with the document by Shihab al-Din Haydar,
this is also materially one of the most impressive objects that Burhan al-Din
ever received. At fifty-nine centimetres in length this scroll is the longest docu-
ment in the Burhan al-Din documentary corpus and the text was written upon
the sheet with very generous line-spacing. The terminology and the material-
ity of this document were clearly meant to impress those who saw the scroll
and imply that a prominent officer was hereby tasking a famous scholar. The
aim was to reproduce the documentary splendour of the endowment-related
decrees of the political elite and to attach themselves to the material documen-
tary world of their prominent peers.

If we now chronologically map Burhin al-Din’s strategy of procuring per-
sonal stipends onto the first strand of him acquiring more and more positions
in the endowments of Jerusalem, we see that the timeline fits neatly. As we saw
above, he spent most of the 770s building up his standing in more and more
endowed organisations, and in the 780s he was able to move to endowed posi-
tions on the Haram al-sharif. After Burhan al-Din had secured these multiple
modest positions his prospects for further employment were rather limited,

as the better-paid positions in endowments required more scholarly training

1 #004, 1. 5. On the term majlis in documents see Guo, Commerce, Culture and Community, 22—4.
20 #303 and #005.
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than he probably possessed. The timeline of his personal stipends thus has to
be set against this background: he only procured one such personal stipend in
the 770s,* but in the 780s he received four of them (the document for the sixth
stipend is undated, but most likely also refers to the 780s when he was juggling
many positions and stipends).”* He thus not only used his positions in difter-
ent endowments to acquire endowed positions on the Haram al-sharif, but
he also successfully intensified his activities to procure personal stipends from
peripheral officers across southern Bilad al-Sham. Considering the intimate
link between the political elites and the world of sifism, it is highly likely that
Burhan al-Din became an even more sought-after reciter after he had attached
himself to the Salahiya Khanqah. In addition to those stipends known to us,
there were most likely more attempts by Burhan al-Din to procure stipends
from other officers. Some of them might have been successful, but for some
reason the declaration of intent has not come down to us, and other attempts
certainly failed and left no paper trail.

Burhian al-Din acquired his first such stipend in 774/1372 when an
otherwise unknown officer, Salaima b. Abi Bakr al-Fariqani, identified as the
‘chamberlain in Gaza’, declared his intention to pay him the modest sum of
fifteen dirhams a month (number 2 in Table 1.1 and Map 1.1). In exchange,
Burhan al-Din was to recite 7:%d sessions in the officer’s name on Tuesdays
(in the Aqsa Mosque after morning prayer) and Fridays (in the Dome of the
Rock after morning prayer, then at the Chain Gate after afternoon prayer
and finally once again in the Dome of the Rock between sunset and evening
prayers).> Six years later, in 782/1380, we see further stipends: first, a certain
Shihib al-Din Ahmad b. Shadi, identified as ‘a/-janab al-karim’ from al-Ramla
and otherwise again entirely unknown, promises the very modest sum of ten
dirhams per month (number 12 in Table 1.1 and Map 1.1). Burhan al-Din
was to recite in his name at the Chain Gate three times a week: Tuesday morn-
ings, Wednesday mornings and Friday after the noon prayer. In this document
we also find one of the lists of the texts that Burhan al-Din was to recite.*

?! #603 in the year 774/1372.

2 %508, #004, #012 and #002.

B #603.

** #508. This officer seemingly endowed a zawiya in al-Ramla (al-Khatib, Qissat madinat al-Ramla,
84).
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Within ten days another officer, the above-mentioned Shihib al-Din Haydar,
issues his impressive scroll and declares his intent to pay Burhin al-Din at
least fifteen dirhams per month (number 13 in Table 1.1 and Map 1.1).** He
wanted Burhin al-Din to recite on four days a week: Tuesdays (in the Dome of
the Rock between sunset and evening prayers), Thursdays (again in the Dome
of the Rock between sunset and evening prayers), Fridays (at the Chain Gate
after the noon prayer) and Saturdays (in the Aqsa Mosque between sunset and
evening prayers).*¢

Ayear later, Burhan al-Din procured his next personal stipend in 783/1381
from the officer ‘Ali b. Q6ja al-‘Al2’1 (number 14 in Table 1.1 and Map 1.1).
Al-“Ala’1 tasked Burhan al-Din with reciting mi'dd for his ‘spiritual reward’
(thawab) every day of the week after morning prayer opposite the Dome of the
Rock.” Five years later, in 788/1386, the officer “‘Ala” al-Din Aqbugha Yanki,”
described as the ‘former chamberlain in Gaza’, promises him a stipend of ten
dirhams per month (number 15 in Table 1.1 and Map 1.1). This document
does not refer to a new stipend, but it does mention that Burhan al-Din is to
‘continue’, so he must already have held this stipend. This is one of the docu-
ments in which we find a list of the texts that Burhin al-Din was to recite. For
this officer-patron Burhan al-Din was to recite three days a week in the Dome
of the Rock: Thursdays (after sunset prayer), Fridays (before noon prayer)
and Sundays (after morning prayer).”® Finally, we have the undated request by
Burhan al-Din addressed to another officer-patron, a certain Ibrahim b. ‘Umar
Sarim al-Din (number 16 in Table 1.1 and Map 1.1).*! In this request, Burhan

» Ibn Hajar, Inba’ al-ghumr, 1, 156 reports that a new governor of Sinjar was appointed, a certain

Haydar b. Yanus, known as Ibn al-‘Askari. who might be identical with this officer (we thank
Jo van Steenbergen for this reference).

26 #004.

7 Muller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 145, n. 438 assumes that this was not an officer because the rela-
tional name (nzsba) linking him to a Sultan is missing. However, ‘Ali uses the titles ‘al-mawlaw?
and ‘al-makbdim?’, in addition to the interlinear ‘a/-janab’ between lines 6 and 7. These points
make it likely that this “Alf hailed from the military and political elite.

B #012.

» Al-Bayrad, no title, Oxford Bodleian Ms. Marshall 36, fol. 62v reports for the year 772 that
Agbughi Yanki, one of the ten amirs, was banished to Tripoli (we thank Jo van Steenbergen for
this reference).

302002,

31 #026. The name of ‘al-Mamlak Ibrahim b. ‘Umar al-Sarim?’ written in the margins of lines 2 to 4
has caused considerable confusion in scholarship. As al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 206 already
pointed out, we would normally expect to find the petitioner’s name in this position, which is
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al-Din writes that he currently recites for him in the Aqsa Mosque four days a
week after morning prayer (on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays).
He asks his patron to agree to a streamlined schedule of recitations in his name:
on Mondays after sunrise at the Chain Gate, after noon prayer on Tuesdays
in the Aqsa Mosque, and on Fridays after morning prayer, also in the Aqsa
Mosque.

On account of Burhin al-Din’s increasing connections with the periph-
eral military and political elite in the region, we also observe that he branched
out into another professional activity. In the early 780s/1380s he is appointed
as legal proxy (wakil) by an officer called Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Sayf al-Din
Bustumur (number 11 in Table 1.1).** In this function Burhin al-Din was,
in particular, to look after the officer’s modest entitlement of one dirham
per day from the ‘Diwan al-Qumama’, which is linked to the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre.” In line with what we saw on the declarations of intent for
personal stipends, this officer also somewhat exaggerated Burhan al-Din’s
scholarly credentials and the wikila document called him a scholar of hadith,
a ‘mubaddith’ ** Burhan al-Din was beyond doubt a reciter of hadith and on
the basis of the many posts and stipends he held one has to assume that he
must have been quite talented. Yet there is little indication in those documents
produced within Jerusalem that there was any claim that he was a scholar of
badith transmission or even hadith interpretation that would warrant the use
of the term ‘mubaddith’ >

clearly not the case. Little, Catalogue, 52 interprets this name as ‘the addressee’, but it would be
fairly unusual for a petitioner to address his patron as ‘a/-mamlnk’. Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen,
132, n. 377 interprets the name as that of the issuer (though $arim al-Din did not issue this docu-
ment), but also states that it is the name of Burhan al-Din (133). The most likely scenario is that
Burhin al-Din wrote this request and sent it to his patron, who endorsed it (admittedly in a very
unusual way) with his name in the margins and sent it back. This is especially likely as this request
must have been returned to Burhan al-Din for his personal archive and have finally ended up in the
Haram al-sharif corpus. (On this issue, see Chapter 3.)

32 #490 (781/1380).

3 The ‘Diwan al-Qumima’ levied taxes on Christian pilgrims (al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magqdisiya,
11, 140 and al-Safadi, 2/- Waf1, 1, 312 [biography of Ibn Nubita, d. 768/1366]). On such taxes see
Lutfi, A/-Quds al-Mamliikiyya, 134—6; on abl al-dbimma in the Haram al-sharif documents see
‘Abd al-Rahman, al-Ta%Gmulat al-qada’iya. In contrast to our reading of this document, Miiller,
Kadi und seine Zeugen, 170 argues that Burhin al-Din himself was entitled to one dirham per day.

3% #490,1. 5.

% The only other document where this term is used is #843, a receipt for payment of rent

(see Appendix 2).



BEYOND ENDOWMENT | 59

If we consider the positions in endowment and stipends together, Burhan
al-Din had an impressive number of jobs. As we have seen, the problem we face
is that we do not know how long most of them lasted, and it is thus impossible
to say with certainty exactly how many part-time positions he held at any given
point. However, it is possible to take a sample year and make an argument
about his positions and stipends for that period. For this purpose we can take
the year 782/1380-1. To avoid overestimating we will discard the earlier posi-
tions from the 770s/1370s in the Mansari Ribat and the unnamed madrasa-
cum-7ibat, as well as the personal stipend that he had received in 774/1372
from Salama b. Abi Bakr al-Fariqani, as we do not know whether they were still
ongoing. Even with this rather cautious approach, we see that he most likely
held no fewer than nine positions and stipends in the year 782/1380-1. These
are those in the Taz Mausoleum (we have a diploma of reappointment from
late 780),% in the Awhadiya Mausoleum (he was appointed in late 780),%” in
the Salahiya Khinqgah (a document from 782 describes him as one of its s7f7s),**
as reciter of mi‘dd on the Haram al-sharif (we have a diploma of reappoint-
ment from 781%” as well as a payment order for this year*), as reciter of hadith
again on the Haram al-sharif (we have his diploma of appointment from 781)*
and as teacher in Fakhr al-Din Iyas’s primary school (we have his diploma of
appointment from 781).* In addition, he held two personal stipends from
officer-patrons (two declarations of intent date to 782)* and worked as legal
proxy for a third officer (the document dates to late 781).

With his success in procuring an increasing number of appointments in
endowments and of personal stipends from the late 770s onwards, Burhin
al-Din’s schedule must have been rather busy. In our sample year 782/1380-1,
the two stipends alone required him to recite on Tuesday in the morning as

well as between sunset and evening prayers, on Wednesday in the morning,

¢ #303.
7 #203.
3% #289.
¥ #305.
0 #665.
4 #009.
2 #003.
# #004 and #508.
4 #490.
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between sunset and evening prayers on Thursday, after the noon prayer on
Friday, and between sunset and evening prayers on Saturday. Add to this the
daily tasks for his recitation positions in various endowments as well as his job
as a primary school teacher, and his life must have been packed to the limit.
There are indications that he struggled to manage this schedule. For instance,
the last diploma of reappointment for the Taz Mausoleum mentioned for the
first time that he was to recite for the duration of two hours.” The four previ-
ous diplomas for this mausoleum had nothing to say on this matter except
from generic references to the endowment’s stipulations.* Had Burhan al-Din
started to cut corners to reconcile all his obligations? Are we seeing here a
grumpy endowment supervisor scolding one of his men who tended to rush
his recitations? That one of the declarations of intent by an officer-patron saw
the need to warn him not to miss a single day might also be interpreted in the
same way."’

Previous scholarship has expressed doubts that an individual was actually
able to juggle so many tasks.*® The fact that we find a crutch among the items
sold in the auction (obj7 in the sale booklet) might indicate that Burhan al-Din
walked with a limp and that this made his punishing schedule harder still.
There are two possible solutions as to how he carried out the tasks without
cutting too many corners. One possibility is that he sub-contracted tasks,
and we have seen one document that arguably indicated this practice,” but
this practice would obviously have meant him forgoing a percentage of the
modest salaries. The other and more likely solution returns us to the stipends
he received from officer-patrons, as they provide more details on working pat-
terns. The two stipends he received in the year 782 indicate that things were
complicated, as they required him to undertake recitations at the same time
(Friday after the noon prayer).”® As he procured these two stipends within
ten days, these two Friday recitations must have clashed. The solution for this
clash in his schedule might have been that he performed both recitations at

s 4014 (785/1383), 1. 10.

“ #310, #007, #303 and #005.

7 #004.

“® Muller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 171: ‘chronological overlaps that seem to make it impossible that
all tasks could be fulfilled simultaneously’.

9 4509 (780/1378).

50 #004 and #508.
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the same place, the Chain Gate. Burhan al-Din thus most likely simply con-
densed these two recitations into one reading of the texts in question. As he
still spoke the required intercessory prayers after this recitation for each of the
two officer-patrons, he fulfilled his ‘contractual’ obligations. In that sense the
undated request to an officer-patron to change times and places of recitations
might have been driven by the need to condense two or more obligations into
a single recitation. The life of a multiple part-time reciter seemingly required
pragmatic and creative solutions.

If we now start to look at the wider picture, we see that Burhan al-Din
was able to convert the sanctity of Jerusalem into employment opportunities
and became a successful participant in the town’s spiritual economy. This
economy was very much driven by the investments that Jerusalem attracted,
as we have seen above, in the form of endowed organisations, but Burhan
al-Din’s case shows that there were also mechanisms that have been less vis-
ible up until now, and future scholarship will certainly bring up further such
mechanisms. One example worth pursuing, one particularly fitting for a book
on books, is the endowment of individual books, in contrast to endowments
of full-scale libraries. We are still in the early stages of understanding the pre-
Ottoman history of libraries in Jerusalem, but work by Bashir Barakat has
unearthed many relevant codices endowed by members of the military and
political elites.”’ Arguably, we have here cases of modest officers endowing
individual codices to insert themselves into existing libraries. Burhan al-Din’s
strategy thus drew on one aspect of a much wider spectrum of socio-cultural
practices in which low-ranking officers’ households inserted themselves into
the material and social landscapes of Jerusalem.

That we are able to see the case of Burhan al-Din simply comes down to
the survival of the extraordinarily rich documentary corpus linked to him.
These documents are of particular importance, as in the entire Haram al-sharif
corpus the only declarations of intent by officer-patrons for stipends (whether
couched in terms of marsim or yaqilu) are the five linked to Burhan al-Din.
To stress it again: that only the Burhan al-Din documentary corpus preserves
such documents is not because he was such an unusual character, but because

the survival of this corpus is unique, as we will discuss in the following chapter.

5! Barakat, Tarikh al-maktabar al-arabiya.
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What we have here are thus traces of socio-cultural practices beyond the politi-
cal and scholarly elites that are certainly worthy of further pursuit on the basis
of other documentary corpora. This is especially promising because the field
of Mamluk Studies has started to take note of the role of minor households in
other contexts, such as important archival actors.>* Similar lines of research are
already pursued for other periods, such as Marina Rustow’s work on Geniza
documents for the Fatimid period, where she argues that they give insight into
‘the day-to-day logistics of rule, which the chronicles mention obliquely or
not at all, since they tend to train their gaze on the ruling elite and the military
while ignoring the mid- and lower-level officials’.>?

To understand how Burhin al-Din’s life fits into in the wider scheme of
things, we need to return to the question raised at the beginning of this section
on the historical contexts of the two strategies that Burhan al-Din pursued.
As for his first strategy of securing positions in endowments, the process of
wagfisation and the increasing role of households as central building blocks of
the political system were crucial. These developments are closely linked to the
concept of the ‘military patronage state’, where the field of politics is peopled
by households who compete for influence, economic resources and cultural
capital. Analysing political authority in these terms is closely linked to how Jo
van Steenbergen conceptualised late Qalawiinid politics as more than turmoil
and chaos.>* This competition between households also led to distinctive forms
of the mediation of power that entailed a blossoming of endowments, which
led to distinctive new layouts and skylines in the cities of Egypt and Syria.>s
Against this background, the case of Burhan al-Din securing salaried positions
within the endowment landscape of Jerusalem is a typical product of the mas-
sive investment by the military-political elites in the urban infrastructure.

This raises questions about the context within which Burhan al-Din
was able to secure his stipends. He secured patronage from modest military

households with rather limited political influence which strove to translate

52 Livingston, Paperwork of a Mamluk Mugta“.

>3 Rustow, Jews and the Fatimid Caliphate, 170.

** Van Steenbergen, Order out of Chaos.

> Van Steenbergen, History of the Islamic World, 241-3. For the example of Gaza see Amitai,
Development of a Muslim City and for the other towns in Palestine see the inscriptions in Sharon,
Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum Palestinae.
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their limited economic resources into the most splendid cultural prestige
possible. Were these socio-cultural practices specific to the period in ques-
tion, that is, the late Qalawainid (up to 784/1382) and early Barqtqid period
(784/1382-791/1389)? The problem for any such diachronic argument is
that the absence of similar documents from earlier periods cannot be taken as
an indicator that such practices did not exist — this might simply be an indica-
tor of the special status of the documentary corpus linked to Burhan al-Din.
However, there are indications that there is at least some diachronic specificity
to this second strand. Clément Onimus has provided a detailed account of
the Barqaqid reign (784/1382-815/1412), when the sultans attempted to
strengthen their position vis-a-vis the households of the officers and to pacify
the political landscape. These attempts ultimately failed; this period witnessed
rather the continuation of the patterns of intensive household competition
from the late Qalawanid period, and in many cases even an intensification of
this competition.>

This development of continuing household competition might in turn
be combined with Bethany Walker’s analysis of ceramic artefacts as evidence
of political transformations.”” Walker shows that in the course of the eighth/
fourteenth century the broadening of the group of officers meant also a broad-
ening of artistic patronage well beyond the sultanic household. As a result,
sgraffito ware rose in popularity among peripheral households, and we see
that the style of these artefacts was heavily influenced by the more expensive
items preferred in court culture, such as silk textiles. In a second step, such
vessels were mass-produced and inscribed with generic dedications, allowing
an even wider group of society to participate in their consumption.”® That we
see peripheral officers as patrons of non-endowed recitation sessions can be
seen as a parallel development. Arguably, we have here another socio-cultural
practice that spread widely in the military elite and in which more households
could participate. These recitation sessions were designed with an eye on
the ‘real’ endowed practice. This urge to imitate the more capital-intensive
endowment is particularly evident in how the declarations of intent strove to

> Onimus, Maitres du jeu.
57 Walker, Ceramic Evidence (we thank Jo van Steenbergen for drawing our attention to this article).
8 Walker, Ceramic Evidence, 88.
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imitate decrees. Yet just as the new patron of ceramic ware could not afford
silk textiles, the patrons of Burhin al-Din (and probably many similar patrons)
could not afford a full-scale endowment. The socio-cultural practice of offer-
ing ‘cheap’ stipends was thus arguably a practice adopted by members of the
military-political elite who were not able to establish their patronage relation-
ship with wider society via endowments. Rather, they strove to frame this
practice in terms which seemed to imply a replication of offering patronage
via endowments, but which represented a de facto reconfiguration of how
political power was mediated and who was mediating it.

Beyond Positions and Stipends

So far, we have seen what a peripheral scholar in Jerusalem made of the limi-
tations and opportunities offered by endowment and patronage in the late
eighth/fourteenth century. This reconstruction of Burhan al-Din’s profes-
sional life and the two strategies associated with it drew on the twenty-four
documents that refer to his working life. There are almost thirty further docu-
ments that offer unique insights into the personal life of this multiple part-time
reciter.” This extensive documentation will allow us to examine how the social
timeline that we have seen so far with reference to paid positions and stipends
played out in other aspects of his life, where he appears as husband, widower,
divorcee, father and house owner. In this section we thus move away from
looking at his life in terms of the wider argument and strive, rather, to sustain
the arguments built up so far on the social world of such an individual with the
unique information that we have on him.

Burhian al-Din was the head of a household, with the typical compli-
cated family relationships that we see with so many individuals of his period
(Figure 2.1). In particular his marital relationships were complex, and they
fit with Yossef Rapoport’s dictum that ‘[t]he pre-modern Middle East was
another traditional society that had consistently high rates of divorce over
long periods of time’.*’ Burhan al-Din entered into marriages with at least four
women: Fatima (prosaically called ‘Fatima 1’ in the following), Maryam bt.

>? Eleven documents produced during his lifetime and seventeen documents on the settlement of his
estate.
% Rapoport, Marriage, Money and Divorce, 2.
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‘Umar,®! Fitima bt. ‘Abd Allah b. Fahd al-Khalili and Shirin bt. ‘Abd Allah.
His numerous marriages, combined with the fact that two of his wives had
the same name and, to make things more confusing still, both had a son called
Mahmud, has led to confusion in previous scholarship.®* There is no conclu-
sive proof that Burhan al-Din had more than one wife at any given moment.
These marriages could have been successive marriages, because one of his wives
(Fatima 1) died and two of his marriages (with Maryam bt. ‘Umar and Fatima
bt. ‘Abd Allah) ended in divorce. The two divorces were in the last decade of
his life, and prior to this period he most likely did not have the financial means
to entertain a large-scale household.

Even if the documents do not provide any dates for his marriages, we can
establish a rough timeline that is relevant for the argument we make later on
how he moved closer to the social elite of the town. Burhian al-Din certainly
was already married to Fatima 1 in 778/1376 when their son Mahmad Kamal
was born,” but we regrettably do not know when she died as the document
on the division of her estate is undated.* The marriage with Fatima bt. ‘Abd
Allah must have ended in late 782/1381 when she issued an acknowledgement
deed stating she had no further claims against her former husband from the
marriage, but noting that she was three and a half months pregnant with his
child.® Fewer than fifteen months later the (probably childless) third marriage
with Maryam came to an end, as is evident from her acknowledgement deed
dated to early 784/1382.° Burhan al-Din must have quickly remarried (or else
had already entered into this fourth marriage at an earlier point), as is evident
from a document produced five months after Maryam’s acknowledgement

1 #699 (see Appendix 2).

¢ Other documents from the Haram al-sharif corpus show that the practice of giving the same name
to one’s children was not uncommon. We find for instance three brothers called ‘Muhammad the
elder known as the first, middle Muhammad known as the second and small Muhammad known
as the last’ (#355a, 1. 9/10).

3 #622(22.9.788/1386) mentions that he was ten years old (‘al-ushari al-sinn’).

¢ #897 (undated), see Appendix 2.

¢ #289 (782/1381). In her edition of this document, Lutfi, Six Fourteenth Century Igrars, 258-62,
does not have anything on pregnancy in her translation and Little, Catalogue also seems to mis-
read the passage. Little, Five Petitions, 368 erroneously states that the other acknowledgement by
Maryam (#699) mentions that she is pregnant.

 #699 (12.2.784/1382), see Appendix 2.



66 | OWNING BOOKS AND PRESERVING DOCUMENTS

deed. This is a sale contract in which Shirin acquires a female West African
slave and is named as the wife of Burhan al-Din.””

We hardly know anything else about his four wives, and this includes their
family background. However, it is clear that two of his wives had considerable
personal wealth: Fatima 1 left roughly 2,000 dirhams to her son Mahmuad
Kamal, her daughter Khadija, her husband and her mother when she died.*
This substantial inheritance means that Burhin al-Din had either married
a wife who was substantially better off than himself or — more likely — that
Fatima 1 was financially successful during their marriage and built up some
wealth. She must have kept this wealth separate from her husband’s affairs.
They lived until her death — as we will see below — in very modest accom-
modation, for which Burhan al-Din was paying the rent. Only after her death,
arguably on account of the inheritance and his increasing professional success,
was he able to purchase a house.

Shirin, his last wife, must also have been well-off. She wrote a sadag
(dower) of at least 570 dirhams into their marriage contract (this is how
much she received after he died).®” This is a sum that indicates some wealth,
even though it is certainly some way off that enjoyed by the social elite of
the period.”” Shirin could also afford to buy a slave for 480 dirhams, more
than half of what Burhan al-Din had paid four years earlier for a house.” In
addition, when Burhan al-Din wanted to extend this house some years later,
Shirin bought household objects from him, including all the white copper
goods in the house, a wrought iron plate (tabaq kiran), two medium-sized
copper drinking bowls (t4sa) and several engraved copper bowls for curdling
milk (z#bdiya). For this she paid the considerable sum of 500 dirhams. This
payment was intended to finance the extension, and Shirin made sure that a

contract was drawn up in which Burhan al-Din undertook to exclusively use

7 #382(17.7.784/1382).

¢ #897 (undated). This document is a draft version without witness signatures and without standard
items such as expenses for porters and brokers. The way a cash sum of eighty dirhams is shared
shows that the division was meant to follow the shari‘a rules for this constellation (1/4 for hus-
band, 1/6 for mother, 2/3 of remainder for son, 1/3 of remainder for daughter). Yet, the overall
division of the inheritance does not match these shares and the overall sum (and the respective
shares) must thus be taken as approximative values.

¢ #800b, left, L. 6/7.

7 Rapoport, Marriage, Money and Divorce.

71 Slave: #382; house: #039.
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the monies for this purpose. In addition, she not only obliged him to hand
over the ownership of these household objects, but she also forced him to
grant part-ownership of the extension to the two sons she had with him.”
That Shirin was well-off is also evident from how she handled monetary affairs
after Burhan al-Din had passed away. She was, for instance, in no hurry to
receive the monthly obligatory maintenance payment for her two sons from
her deceased husband’s estate. She only collected her entitlement for the first
month of maintenance half a year later.”” By contrast, the guardian of one of
Burhan al-Din’s other sons made sure that he received his payment right from
the first month of entitlement.”* This impression of considerable wealth is
corroborated by the honorific ‘a/-Hajja al-jalila’ used for her in documents.”
This title implied, according to al-Qalqashandi, prominent social status and is
not a title that was ever used for Burhin al-Din.”®

Looking at the timeline of Burhan al-Din’s marital relationships, it is strik-
ing that the early 780s are once again a crucial period: the death of Fatima 1 at
some point after 778/1376; divorce from Fatima bt. ‘Abd Allah in 782/1381;
divorce from Maryam in 784/1382; and in the same year Shirin appears in the
documentary record as his wife. This is exactly the period when things started
to go increasingly well for Burhan al-Din in terms of his professional career. Is
it by chance that he divorced two wives in this period and married Shirin, who
came from a wealthy background? Was Burhan al-Din marrying closer to the
social elite after increasing his monthly income? We have little hard evidence
to corroborate this hypothesis, butitis at least clear that the two divorces, from
Fatima bt. ‘Abd Allah and Maryam, were taldq divorces initiated by him. This
is noteworthy as we have many other examples from this period where the
divorce was initiated by women. Normatively, women had limited possibilities
for initiating a divorce, but surviving divorce papers of that period, especially
from the Damascus Qubbat al-khazna corpus,” show that in practice they

could do so. This is visible in the documentary record of the period in the form

~

2 4622 (788/1386).

3 #313 (4.5.790/1388) for the Sth and 6th month of the year 790 in addition to the back payment
for the 10th month of the year 789.

74 #676(20.11.789/1387) for the 10th and 11th months of the year 789 (see Appendix 2).

7> #382.

7¢ Hagedorn, Domestic Slavery, 102/3.

Mouton, Sourdel and Sourdel-Thomine, Mariage et séparation a Damas.

~
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of khul'a agreements, where the husband agreed to a divorce in exchange for
the wife renouncing her claim to the dower or deferred marriage gift (sadag).
However, in the case of Burhan al-Din it was clearly he who initiated these two
divorces as he had to pay the sadiq in both cases.

Burhin al-Din had at least one daughter and four sons. There might have
been more children, but the archival logic of the surviving documentary corpus
means that only those who were minors at the point of his death, and who thus
were entitled to monthly obligatory maintenance payments and consequently
were mentioned in the relevant documents, are visible. We can be certain that
he and Shirin only had two sons, Muhammad and “Ali, who had received a share
in the house extension. Any child born before the sale of the household objects
would have been mentioned in that contract and any child born between this
sale and Burhan al-Din’s death less than a year later would have appeared in the
documents on the maintenance payments for children. In addition, all docu-
ments mentioning Shirin in connection with children exclusively refer to these
two sons.”® He also had two children with Fatima 1, a daughter called Khadija
and a son called Mahmad Kamal,” born approximately 778/1376.* Khadija
must have been the older daughter, as she was not a minor at the point of
Burhan al-Din’s death (unlike with Mahmad Kamal no monthly obligatory
maintenance payments are made for her). In this case we can also be reasonably
certain that he had only these two children with this wife, as the document on
the division of her estate would have mentioned any further children.®

With Fatima bt. ‘Abd Allah he had a son called Mahmuid al-Suba‘,* the
child with whom Fatima was pregnant when Burhan al-Din divorced her. An

acknowledgement deed for Burhin al-Din for having paid the maintenance

78 #052, #108, #183, #188, #192 and #313.

7 This son is called ‘Kamal’ in #106 (between Muharram and Rabi‘ II 790/1388) and #115
(4.9.790/1388). #118 (7.6.790/1388) has him as ‘Mahmad al-mulaqqab bi-Kamal’. #622
(22.9.788/1386), in turn, has him as Jamal al-Din Kamal’.

80 #622(22.9.788/1386) mentions that he was ten years old (‘a/-ushari al-sinn’).

81 #897 (undated).

82 #111 shows that Mahmad al-Suba‘ (as he is named in the document’s text) was also called Jamal

(as he is named in the archival note on the document’s verso); see Appendix 2.

The nisba ‘al-SubaT must have been given to Mahmud at his birth, as it most likely refers to the

fact that his mother was only seven months pregnant with him: #289, dated to 4.10.782, states that

she has been pregnant for three and a half months, which takes us back to Jumada II as the likely
date of conception. #458, in turn, gives his birth as 10.1.783, that is, seven months later. It is on
this basis that we argue that Mahmud al-Suba‘i (as he is, for instance, named in #111) is identical to

83
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Shihab al-Din al-Nasiri

Zayn al-Din Rizq Allah al-Nasiri

Fatima 1 Fatima 2 bt. ‘Abd Allih Maryam bt. ‘Umar  Shirin bt. ‘Abd Allah

mar. bef. 778/1376 div. 782/1380 div. 784/1382 mar. bef. 788/1386
Khadija Mahmid Kamal Mahmid al-Subaf ‘Al Muhammad
b. 778/1376 b.783/1381

Figure 2.1 Family tree of Burhan al-Din (dotted lines: marriages)

for his infant son provides us with Mahmad al-SubaT’s exact birth date,
10 Muharram 783/1381.% This son was, at least in the period after Burhan
al-Din’s death, for reasons unknown to us, in the care (bidana) not of his
mother Fatima, but of his maternal grandmother Umm Muhammad.®

Our information on Burhin al-Din’s children is very limited, as none
of them made it into any narrative sources and they are not mentioned in
any documents other than those linked to Burhan al-Din. However, one son,
Mahmud Kamil, deserves further discussion as he is the only descendant who
appears in our sale booklet of Burhin al-Din’s estate. Mahmad Kamil, the
son of the deceased Fatima 1, is a bit of a special case in various ways. First of
all, he stands out because the other three children receiving maintenance pay-
ments after Burhin al-Din’s death (Shirin’s sons Muhammad and “Ali as well
as Fatima bt. “Abd Allah’s son Mahmad al-Suba‘) were in the care of family
members, either mother or grandmother. Thus, whenever the judge’s trustee

(amin al-bukm), who was in charge of settling Burhan al-Din’s estate, paid out

Fatima‘s infant mentioned in #458. By contrast, Miller, in Kadi und seine Zeugen, 175, assumes
that this anonymous infant by Fatima had died.

8 #458 (18.3.783/1381). According to this deed Burhan al-Din had to pay maintenance for his
infant son from 10. Muharram 783.

8 #111/1.
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the monthly obligatory maintenance payments for these three children, their
relatives-cum-guardians are mentioned.* However, the acknowledgement
deeds for Mahmaid Kamal are in the name of a certain Shihab al-Din Ahmad
b. Ahmad b. Isa, who acted as his guardian, but there is no indication that he
was related to the child.*” Before Burhin al-Din’s death Mahmad Kamal lived
in his father’s care®® and he must have ended up without a relative looking after
him after his death.

As mentioned above, Mahmad Kamil is the only child who appears in
the sale booklet of Burhin al-Din’s estate, referred to as ‘the orphan Kamal’
(Buyer 20). It is astonishing to find a minor as a ‘buyer’ as this would have
required full legal capacity, and in fact the payment was deducted from the
monthly maintenance payments that Mahmad Kamal’s guardian Shihab
al-Din Ahmad received.¥” The few modest objects that Mahmad Kamal
acquired look like a survival kit for an orphan who has lost his home: he bought
a mat to sleep on with a cover and a blue cushion, in addition to a wooden
stool, a small carpet and half a Koran.” The fact that his legal guardian received
slightly higher monthly maintenance payments than the other guardians for
the initial months after Burhan al-Din’s death (noted as an additional allow-
ance for clothing, kzswa) reinforces the impression of a child left destitute with
no family.”" In the same vein, his guardian must have been particularly keen to
receive this payment, as the first payment for Mahmad Kamal precedes those
for his half-siblings.”

Burhan al-Din lived with his family (whatever the respective composition
of this family was) for most of his life in rented accommodation. We have
three rent receipts for a house (dar) for the years 777-8/1375-7 issued by

the house’s owner Fatima (who is not identifiable as either of his wives with

86

On this position, see Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 319-23.

7 #106, #115 and #118. ‘Muhammad b. Ahmad’, mentioned in #676, another acknowledgement
deed, is identical with him.

8 #622(788/1386), I. 10 where it is said that Mahmad Kamal is under his father’s bajr and wilayat
al-nagr.

8 #106 (between Muharram and Rabi* II 790/1388).

%0 #106, 1. 8 and #180, 1. 15-19: (024) libaf yamani, bisat saghir, mikhadda zarqa, kursi kbashab,
taraha, nisf kbatma.

o1 #106.

72 #8004, left, 1. 6.
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the same name).” We do not know where this house was located, but the
monthly rent of eight dirhams indicates a very modest dwelling. Such rather
low-priced housing certainly fitted this period of his life when he only held
a few part-time jobs, and it shows that Fatima 1 had drawn a very firm line
between her wealth and Burhin al-Din’s monies. However, with his increas-
ing success in procuring positions and stipends in the late 770s, and perhaps
the inheritance from Fatima 1, he bought his own property in 780/1379 for
the sum of 825 dirhams.”* As we will see in the following chapter, the sale
documents of the previous owners also ended up in his hands (and thus in his
estate archive), so that we can follow how these previous owners had devel-
oped this property over the previous decade. Nine years earlier, in 771/1369,
one Aba Bakr al-Nassaj had bought a subterranean ‘Roman vault’ and three
adjacent plots of land from different owners for a total of 450 dirhams.” After
two years, Aba Bakr sold this vault and the plots as one single property to a
certain Maryam al-Ramiya (not identifiable as Burhan al-Din’s wife Maryam)
for the price of 500 dirhams.” In the following years Maryam built a house on
this property, which she sold five years later, in 778/1379, for 820 dirhams.
The buyer, Muhammad al-Zaydi, finally sold the property a few days later to
Burhan al-Din. These transactions are by themselves full of fascinating stories
(for instance, al-Zaydi forced Maryam to sell the house after she could not
repay her debt) which are regrettably beyond the focus of our discussion here.

This property was located close to the Qanatir Khudayr neighbourhood
in the northern part of Jerusalem and a street in that area still carries this name
today (‘H” on Map 1.1).” The sale contract names the neighbours (in order
to delineate the property’s borders) and we find among them a carpenter
(Husayn al-Najjar) and the descendants of a teacher in one of the madrasas of
Jerusalem (the Arghtniya).” Another document shows that a new neighbour

moved in during the subsequent years and this is again an individual carrying

% #843(12.1.778/1376), #850 (30.6.778/1376) and #109 (2.1.779/1377).

% #039/1 (21.11.780/1379), #039/2 (23.11.780/1379) and #039/3 (25.11.780/1379). This prop-
erty purchase is discussed from a legal perspective in wonderful detail by Miiller, Ventes de Biens
Immobiliers; see also Miiller, Ecrire pour établir la prenve.

% #369/1, #369/2 and #369/3.

% #369/4 and #369/5.

7 Al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 53/4 names this neighbourhood and describes the wider area.

% #369/1,1. 6/7. On the Arghtiniya see Burgoyne, Mamluk Jerusalem, 356-67.
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a craftsman’s name, Muhammad al-Qassab, the butcher.” In social terms one
can see how Burhin al-Din fitted into this neighbourhood inhabited by pro-
fessionals and craftsmen in the later part of his life. This house was also located
close to all his different workplaces — though one has to say that Jerusalem was
so small that there were few dwellings that would have been inconvenient.
The Salahiya Khangah was 200 metres away (number 8 on Map 1.1), the Taz
Mausoleum (number 4) and the Awhadiya Mausoleum (number 5) lay at a
distance of 450 metres and the Aqsa Mosque on the Haram al-sharif was the
furthest, at 650 metres.

The house that Maryam al-Ramiya had built, which Burhan al-Din
bought and extended, was on the plusher side of Jerusalemite properties in
this period. It was, according to the sale contract, a two-storey house with an
external toilet (murtafaq) and a courtyard (saha).'” As Nimrod Luz points
out in his survey of buildings in Jerusalem, the presence of such a courtyard
adjacent to a house was not the norm during this period. Burhan al-Din’s
house was thus in Luz’s view more generous than the vast majority of dwell-
ings in that period, even though it was not a ‘luxurious house’ (a category that
Luz discusses separately).'” When Burhan al-Din extended the house ten years
later, this extension must have been quite considerable and he had to obtain
the consent of the butcher neighbour, whose property was affected by this
project.’®* As we will see below, the house and the courtyard were large enough
to accommodate a crowd of some one hundred individuals during the auction
of Burhin al-Din’s belongings.

The ability of Burhan al-Din to buy this house is an outward expression
of his talent for accumulating part-time positions as well as stipends and thus a
considerable monthly income. The statement that he was ‘not expected to have
been making a profitable living’'* ignores the enterprising nature of Burhian
al-Din. If we return to our sample year 782/1380-1, it is possible to calculate
an approximate salary, even though we do not have exact figures for all the nine

jobs that he most likely held in that year. As we do not have any comparative

» 4336, 1.3 (22.6.788/1386).

100 #039.

" Luz, Mamluk City in the Middle East, 76-8.
102 #4336 (22.6.788/1386).

1% Luthl, Six Fourteenth Century Igrars, 289.
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Table 2.1 Burbin al-Din’s salaries and stipends in dirbams (numbers refer to

positions given in Table 1.1)

No. Place/patron Salary
1 Manstiri Ribat ratl bread/day
2 al-Haram al-sharif /Salama b. Abi Bakr al-Fariqani 15/month
4 Taz Mausoleum 15-35/month
7 primary school Fakhr al-Din Iyas 30/month
9 al-Haram al-sharif (Aqsa Mosque) 20/month

10 al-Haram al-sharif 20/month

12 al-Haram al-sharif / Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Shadi 10/month

13 al-Haram al-sharif / Haydar al-‘Askari al-Mansari 15/month

14 al-Haram al-sharif / ‘Ali b. Qoja al-*Ala’1 15/month

15 al-Haram al-sharif / ‘Al al-Din Aqbugha Yanki 10/month

16 al-Haram al-sharif / Ibrahim b. ‘Umar Sarim al-Din 20/month

data for his salary as legal proxy, this cannot be estimated and is thus left out.
His monthly income from the Taz Mausoleum was at this point thirty-five
dirhams,'* from the Awhadiya Mausoleum most likely fifteen dirhams,'” from

the Salahiya Khanqah most likely fifteen dirhams,'* as reciter of mi%d on the

107

Haram al-sharif twenty dirhams,'”” as reciter of hadith on the Haram al-sharif

108

again twenty dirhams,'® as teacher in Fakhr al-Din Tyis’s primary school thirty

dirhams,'” from the personal stipend from Shihab al-Din Haydar fifteen dir-
hams and from the personal stipend from Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Shadi ten
dirhams.'" In total Burhan al-Din thus drew a total monthly salary of roughly
160 dirhams that year. As there might have been other positions for which no
documents have survived, and as our estimates of undocumented salaries have

been very conservative, we take this figure to be the minimum.

104

The diploma of reappointment from the year 780/1378 (#303) does not mention a salary, but the
diploma from 777/1376 (#007) cites this salary.

The diploma of appointment from the year 780/1379 (#203) does not cite a salary. As Burhin
al-Din’s known salaries were mostly between 10 and 20 dirhams, we take a value of 15 dirhams in
these cases.

We only have indirect references to this position (such as in #289). We thus also take the value of
15 dirhams here, though this is certainly a very conservative estimate.

107 #305.

108 £009.

109 £003.

10 4004 and #508.

105

106



74 | OWNING BOOKS AND PRESERVING DOCUMENTS

Such a figure is obviously only meaningful when compared with other
salaries and/or prices in Jerusalem from the same period. For this purpose,
the Haram al-sharif corpus of documents with almost 700 documents
dated to only a twenty-year period (between 780 and 800) would seem a
good source of comparative data.""! Yet this is not the case; almost all salaries
mentioned in these documents refer to Burhin al-Din alone. However, there
are some comparative sums that might be helpful in putting his salary of at
least 160 dirhams in perspective. As he was able to rent a (modest) dwell-
ing for a monthly rent of eight dirhams and to buy a (rather lavish) house
for 825 dirhams, this salary was certainly very substantial. This seems to be
confirmed when we look at the commercial estate market, as a shop owner
in Jerusalem during this period seemingly had to reckon on paying forty dir-
hams a month to renta shop.'"* Turning to staple food, we will see in Chapter
6 that Burhan al-Din’s household required some thirty dirhams per month in
order to buy bread.

One comparative salary that we do have is for the Salahiya Khanqah. The
accounts for the year 791/1389, shortly after Burhan al-Din’s death, provide
the salary for the supervisor of the endowment (z4z:r), who was simultane-
ously the scholarly head (shaykhb) of this organisation. Such senior positions
in the Salahiya Khanqah must have been among the best-remunerated posi-
tions in Jerusalem, as it was one of the heavyweights in the town’s endowment
landscape. Holding its leading administrative and scholarly positions at the
same time meant that the post-holder drew two substantial salaries concur-
rently. The accounts cover a period of one month and twenty days and the
post-holder is paid 771 dirhams."? This is equal to a monthly salary of circa
460 dirhams for both positions or (assuming that they carried the same salary)
230 dirhams for each position. Burhan al-Din’s 160 dirhams thus brought
him close to the salary of one of the more prominent positions in Jerusalem —
though it seems that he had to work much harder for it.

"1 The best overview of the corpus is Miller, Kadi und seine Zengen, 27-44.

112 A rent of 40 dirhams is mentioned in two documents linked to Nasir al-Din al-Hamawi, #788
and #790. (We thank Michail Hradek/Munich for this reference, who dates both documents - in
contrast to Little, Catalogue - to the year 786/1384.)

13 #774(791/1389): 10 Dha al-Qa‘da (11th month of the calendar) to 30 Dha al-Hijja (12th month
of the calendar); Little, Catalogue suggests that the first day reads ‘20’, not ‘10’
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To provide a second contextual figure for Burhan al-Din’s salary: one
year before his death Sultan Barqaq endowed his combined kbangah and
madrasa in Cairo. For a sultanic endowment in Cairo we can expect salaries
to be above the average for those paid in Jerusalem. The six shaykbs for law
and tafsir received between 300 and 500 dirhams, well above Burhan al-Din’s
income. Yet the shaykh of hadith at this splendid organisation only received
150 dirthams and the shaykh for Koran recitation 100 dirhams. The other
employees who recited the Koran (there were many such positions) received
around thirty dirhams. Burhan al-Din’s 160 dirhams once again did not bring
him close to the best-paid positions in this endowment, but they put him
above the salaries that some shaykbs received in this prestigious organisation
at the heart of the Sultanate.'™* Most likely these shaykbs also held numerous
positions so that their total income was still well above that of Burhan al-Din.
His income did not make Burhan al-Din part of the social elites of his time, but
he was certainly able to secure a salary that allowed him some comfort in the
final decade of his life.

That Burhan al-Din was a very successful multiple part-time reciter is also
evident from what happened when he died. Firstly, he was given a splendid
funeral that cost 148 dirhams (more than a sixth of the price of an above-
average house).'”® Secondly, he left his heirs, in addition to his property, more
than 9,000 dirhams’ worth of personal belongings from his household (among
them books worth more than 7,000 dirhams). True, we only have the sale
prices and we do not know how much he actually spent on these objects.
However, there is no compelling reason to assume that there were significant
rises or falls in the value of goods in his lifetime. Among the valuable items
other than books that he left were his overgarments: a black one with fur that
went for 133 dirhams and two blue ones that fetched 100 and fifty dirhams
respectively.’® One can easily picture them as part of his professional attire

as a successful reciter in Jerusalem. The same is true for a less valuable white

"4 Mostafa, Madrasa, Hangah und Mausolenm des Barqgig, 166/7.

115 Accounts sheet #800 has a section on expenses, including 48 dirhams for ‘zajhizubu’ (‘preparing
him [for the funeral]’) and 100 dirhams for the cemetery (‘jabbina’), most likely purchasing the
plot of land, perhaps also a gravestone, etc. The term ‘tajhizubu’ and the same sum is repeated in
the accounts #793b, right, . 2/3. We find the term ‘#4;hiz’ in this sense also in documents referring
to other individuals such as #400a, 11. 5-6.

¢ Obj77, obj56 and obj36.
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overgarment, a woollen garment, a long white robe, a white robe of honour,
several other robes and two items of headgear."”

During his lifetime, Burhan al-Din was able to accumulate personal
objects worth ten times the price of an above-average house in Jerusalem. This
is impressive, but still some way oft the attainments of the affluent members of
Jerusalem’s society of that period. One such affluent individual who is visible
from the Haram al-sharif corpus is the trader Nasir al-Din al-Hamawi who died
in 788/1386, one year before Burhan al-Din passed away. His estate archive
gives a rare insight into the commercial and social world of a Jerusalemite
merchant of that period. These papers show that he conducted trans-regional
commercial transactions to the value of almost 30,000 dirhams."® Shortly
before his death he ‘gave’ (the legal procedure was much more complicated)
his son and his daughter 10,000 dirhams each. We do not know how much
money was left in the estate after these gifts, but it must have been substantial:
in the year after his death alone his widow received over 2,000 dirhams in the

form of monthly maintenance payments for their children.'”
Conclusion

The micro-historical analysis of the social life of Burhan al-Din has shown that
he belonged to a world of peripheral scholars situated at a considerable dis-
tance from the elite scholars in the centre. He certainly did not play in the same
social league as the trader al-Hamawi, nor with the scholars who held full-time
positions in the great endowments, or many members of the military-political
elite. Yet his example shows that at least some peripheral scholars could draw
on the rich landscape of endowments in Jerusalem and the patronage offered
by minor households to secure a considerable income. This is relevant for the
main topic of the present study, Burhan al-Din’s books, in two ways. Firstly,
his book collection required considerable monetary investment, and it is note-
worthy that we find so many books on the shelves of an individual who did not
belong to the social elite of his town. We will return to the question of book

prices in Chapter 6, but the presence of so many books in his house indicates

17 Obj11, obj40, obj12, 0bj9 and obj71.

"8 One of his ‘accounts books’, #816b, mentions silk worth 28,790 dirhams that he brought to Cairo
in the year 770/1368 (we thank Michail Hradek/Munich for this reference).

W Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 175-94.
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that significant book ownership was widely distributed across different social
groups. Secondly, Burhin al-Din was also never part of the inner circle of
the scholarly community in cultural terms. He authored no text to qualify
him as a prominent participant in the scholarly world of Jerusalem, let alone
Bilad al-Sham or the wider region. And yet he assembled a considerable book
collection that one would have expected to see in the houses of those scholars
known to us from their own works — not in the household of a rather marginal
multiple part-time reciter.

For the wider field of the study of late medieval history in West Asia and
North Africa, the decisive argument made here is the existence of vivid patron-
age relationships outside endowments. The personal stipends that Burhan
al-Din received indicate how households on the periphery of the political
structure of the Cairo Sultanate were able to engage in wider society. As we
reconceptualise practices of document preservation we are identifying multi-
ple actors and multiple sites well beyond the ‘state’ and large households. The
agency of peripheral military households detected in this chapter underlines
to what extent political authority in general was dispersed across a multitude
of actors.



3

Archival Practices and Pragmatic Literacy

he preceding chapters discussed Burhian al-Din’s social world in order to

situate hislife, and by implication his considerable book collection, within
the wider society of the late eighth/fourteenth century. Before we start dis-
cussing the actual book collection in Chapter 5, this and the following chapter
will contextualise the sale booklet of his estate, the documentary centrepiece
of this book. This will be done by considering first the archival and then the
documentary practices that are visible from this booklet within the framework
of the Burhian al-Din documentary corpus and the Haram al-sharif corpus at
large. While the discussion is to a large extent a micro-history of this docu-
ment’s production and preservation, two principal argumentative strands will
be pursued in the background: one on methodology when working with such
lists, and the other on the spread of pragmatic literacy in this period.

Contextualising the booklet in archival terms is methodologically neces-
sary in order to tackle one very basic question: why did this sale booklet survive
in the first place? This is the only such list of a sale of an estate with books
within the Haram al-sharif corpus of over 900 documents. No other compara-
ble list is known from anywhere in Bilad al-Sham and Egypt for the entire pre-
Ottoman period. Are we thus just dealing with an outlier, with an exception
that does not provide any general insights into the wider book culture during
this period? This would obviously render pointless the whole argument of the
previous two chapters, that is, our description of Burhan al-Din as a non-elite
member of society who was nevertheless deeply involved in the bookish cul-
ture of his time. This argument aimed to show that Burhan al-Din’s case could
be paradigmatic for a larger group of book owners who have eluded us so far.
If only one such document was ever produced, however, the paradigmatic

dimension of our argument vanishes into thin air.

78
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It is thus necessary to discuss the archival practices that are evident from
the Haram al-sharif corpus at large, the Burhin al-Din documentary sub-
corpus specifically and the sale booklet itself in order to sketch their respective
archival trajectories. This discussion will show that the uniqueness of this
booklet today is the outcome of specific archival strategies and decisions, not
necessarily because other such lists were never produced (and the same goes
also for other documents unique to him such as the declarations of intent by
his patrons). These archival strategies, in turn, can only be understood if we
deconstruct what we call today the ‘Haram al-sharif corpus’, look at its numer-
ous sub-corpora in their own right, and start to listen to the multi-layered
stories they have to tell.

The second argumentative strand of this and the following chapter con-
cerns the degree of literacy in a town such as Jerusalem in the late eighth/
fourteenth century. Addressing the fact that an individual who never made it
into the narrative sources of the period owned such a massive book collection
is obviously the basic point of this book as a whole. The widespread practice
of book ownership within sections of society beyond the elites in the centre
tells us a lot about book culture and ‘book literacy’ during this period. This
theme will be addressed in more detail in Chapter 5 when we discuss the book
collection itself.

Here, a different form of literacy is of interest, pragmatic literacy. As
we have seen, the Haram al-sharif corpus includes no fewer than fifty-four
documents linked to Burhin al-Din (his estate archive).! That we find such
a high number of documents on one such individual indicates how deeply
the written word had penetrated society beyond the world of books by this
point. They show how, in relatively average sections of society, writing, send-
ing, receiving, handling and preserving documents was part of daily life. This
chapter will repeatedly touch on this issue, in particular by thinking about
which social actors handled what documents before they went into the Haram
al-sharif corpus. The sale booklet of Burhan al-Din’s estate itself reflects this
wider writerly world. Burhin al-Din never authored a book, and as far as we

know he did not copy any books (at least we could not find his name in any

! Burhan al-Din’s ‘documentary corpus’ (see Appendix 1), by contrast, encompasses fifty-two
documents.
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relevant codex currently located in Jerusalem; see Chapter 7). However, in
his estate we find all the writing equipment one needed: pens, pen knives, a
wooden writing case, two other writing cases, a parchment scroll, scissors and
three pen boxes.> Widespread pragmatic literacy was certainly not a new phe-
nomenon in the region and we have several fascinating corpora through which
to study this phenomenon, such as the Cairo Geniza(s). Yet for the eighth/
fourteenth century the Haram al-sharif corpus is probably the best starting
point for thinking on this issue.

Archival Practices and the Haram al-sharif Sub-corpora

The Haram al-sharif corpus with its 900-plus documents is a peculiar collec-
tion. There is no other large-scale collection from the pre-Ottoman Arabic
lands that has such a compact profile in terms of geography (the vast majority
of documents are linked to the town of Jerusalem), content (the vast major-
ity are legal documents) and period (almost 90 per cent are from the eighth/
fourteenth century).” Most other collections with such a compact profile are
clearly the product of archival reconfigurations of documents in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries (the Egyptian collections of endowment records in
Wizarat al-awqaf and Dar al-watha’iq are the most important such collections
for Mamluk Studies).* In the case of collections that seem to have a century-
long shared trajectory, such as the Cairo Geniza(s) or the Damascene Qubbat
al-khazna, their profile is much more diverse (most importantly including
books and documents) and their trajectories up to the point of their academic
discoveries in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century are certainly
much more complex than hitherto assumed.’

As a result of its compact nature, it was fairly tempting to see the Haram
al-sharif corpus as one single medieval ‘archive’ and thus also to assume that
this corpus had a continuous and linear shared history. In this sense it was a

historian’s dream — one single and compact corpus with a clear provenance.

> Obj21, obj37c, 0bj33, obj68b & obj31, obj67, obj84a and obj37a.

* Unless otherwise noted, all numerical information on the overall Haram al-sharif corpus is drawn
trom Miller, Kadi und seine Zengen.

* Livingston, Managing Paperwork.

5 Jefferson, Deconstructing ‘the Cairo Genizah’; Jefferson, Age of Discovery; D’Ottone et al., The
Damascus Fragments.
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Donald Little did not discuss this topic at length, but he repeatedly referred in
passing to a conceptualisation of the corpus as either a court archive or ajudge’s
archive.® This suggestion was taken up in subsequent scholarship and became
one of those free-floating assumptions that gradually become widely accepted
without ever being investigated in any depth.” Christian Miller, however, put
this assumption under closer scrutiny and convincingly argued that the Haram
al-sharif corpus has quite a different story. It was not the archive of a court or
judge; this collection of documents was, rather, put together in the framework
of an investigation into a corrupt judge involved in various malpractices. This
Jerusalem judge, Sharaf al-Din Isa b. Ghanim (d. 797/1395), was accused of
misappropriating assets of foundations and properties of notables. As a result,
his ‘line manager’, the above-mentioned Damascene judge Sari al-Din (and
preacher in the Aqsi Mosque), started to collect documents to investigate
Sharaf al-Din’s conduct of affairs and to look into specific cases. This inves-
tigation led nowhere as Sharaf al-Din died before its conclusion and his main
accomplice Jamal al-Din Mahmad, the major-domo of the sultan in Cairo,
met the same fate shortly after. With their deaths the documents assembled in
the course of the investigation must have lost their function, but they stayed
together throughout the following centuries and constitute the majority of the
documents (roughly 60 per cent) in the Haram al-sharif corpus.®

With the notion of a simple court or judge archive laid to rest, the Haram
al-sharif corpus now becomes an even more intriguing site of inquiry into
practices of collecting and preserving documents. On the one hand, as the
Haram al-sharif documents do not constitute one single and compact archive
they have the ability to tell rich stories of archival practices from the period
before they went into the Haram al-sharif corpus. On the other hand, and

far more importantly, it is far from clear whether the documents we call the

¢ Litte, Catalogue, 12/13 (‘There is the distinct possibility, then, that the Haram documents
constitute the remains of archives kept by the Shafi'i court in Jerusalem’); also Little, Haram
Documents as Sources for the Arts and Architecture, 62. Little, The Use of Documents, 11/12 (‘being,
I believe, remnants from the archives of a late fourteenth century ShafiT judge’); also Little, Five
Petitions, 350 and Little, Two Petitions and Consequential Court Records, 171. He later revised this
position, e.g. Little, Haram Documents Related to the Jews, 242.

7 For instance, in Lutfi, Six Fourteenth Century Igrars, 248/9 and Hagedorn, Domestic Slavery, 98
(‘surviving section of the Shafi7 court archive of Jerusalem’).

8 Miiller, Haram al—.fozrif Collection; Milller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 509-27.
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‘Haram al-sharif corpus’ today had a shared history over the centuries — just
as is the case with the ‘Cairo Geniza corpus’ (or rather corpora), as Rebecca
Jefferson has so elegantly shown.” As we will see, there is a fair chance that the
Haram al-sharif corpus has a much more complex history, where different
holdings started to acquire this one coherent label at a later date. Both points,
archival plurality and archival trajectory, have a direct impact on how we read
our sale booklet and how we understand its survival.

This inquiry has to be situated within the much wider debate on the
archive (or rather archival practices) in the field of Middle Eastern history. The
point of departure of this debate goes back to Michael Chamberlain, who in
the early 1990s polemically proposed a notion that had implicitly been around
for many decades and that he summarised in his dictum: ‘As a general and
necessarily loose principle, where in the high and late medieval Latin West
collections of documents were on occasion lost by accident, in the Middle
East it was by accident that they survived.”’” His argument met with a very
critical response that underlined the fact that an exceptionally high number of
original documents have survived - certainly more for the early Middle Ages
in the Middle East than in the Latin West."" However, as Francisco Apelliniz
has noted, the production and survival of documents is not necessarily identi-
cal to the archival preservation of these documents. Apelldniz forcefully argues
against what he calls the ‘materialist explanation’ of brandishing more or less
fragmentary documentary collections as proof of the existence of the Middle
Eastern medieval archive per se.'” In a similar vein, it has been proposed that
the debate on archives should be closed altogether and replaced with a move
towards an examination of ‘cultures of documentation’.!?

The debate triggered by Michael Chamberlain has by now developed
well beyond simply pointing to the existence of documents or clinging to
the modern conceptualisation of the archive. Rather, we have two closely

intertwined, and to some extent contradictory, directions of research that are

> Jefterson, Age of Discovery.

10 Chamberlain, Knowledge and Social Practice, 16.

" El-Leithy, Living Documents, Dying Archives, 391; Bauden, Mamiuk Era Documentary
Studies, 17; Rustow, Petition to a Woman, 23; Rustow, Lost Archive.

2 Apelliniz, Breaching the Bronge Wall, 38-85.

3 Pickett and Sartori, Archetypical Archive.
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directly relevant for our discussion here. On the one hand, historians have
started to think about the traces of previous archival collections in those
‘non-archival’ collections that we have today. The main example of this is
Marina Rustow’s forceful argument on the Fatimid archive on the basis of
documents from the Cairo Geniza.'* On the other hand, there is a discernible
trend that considers the pre-Ottoman archive not primarily as a stable spatial
entity centred around one actor, but rather in terms of archival practices.
These practices were inscribed in specific cultural and social fields well beyond
the central bureaucracy in Cairo. In this conceptualisation the ‘archive’ thus
becomes a set of multifaceted and polycentric processes that are spread much
more widely across society. Daisy Livingstone has conducted the most impor-
tant work in this regard by identifying the archive of an 7gz4 holder in the
Qalawinid period and discussing endowment-related archival practices at the
very end of the Cairo Sultanate.'

Any such consideration of archival practices in this way should be linked
to the current reassessment of the pre-Ottoman period mentioned in the previ-
ous chapters. In the field of political history, Jo van Steenbergen has been cen-
tral to reconceptualising the Cairo Sultanate as a polity with structures far less
centralised than we had assumed."” Of particular relevance for thought about
archival practices is the analysis of political authority as a military-patronage
state organised around numerous competing elite households."® If we start to
look at this period not primarily in terms of a purportedly highly centralised
state but in terms of households, this has a direct impact on the question of
who handled and preserved documents: the elite households were often the

primary sites of archival practices."” In that sense, Nandini Chatterjee’s dictum

Rustow, Lost Archive; Several contributions in D’Ottone et al., The Damascus Fragments, discuss
the same issue for the Damascene Qubbat al-khazna.

El-Leithy, Living Documents, Dying Archives; Hirschler, From Archive to Archival Practices;
Livingston, Managing Paperwork.

Livingston, Paperwork of a Mamluk Mugta“and Livingston, Documentary Constellations.

Van Steenbergen, Revisiting the Mamlik Empire.

Van Steenbergen, Mamluk Sultanate as a Military Patronage State; Van Steenbergen,
‘Mamlukisation’ between Social Theory and Social Practice; Van Steenbergen, Mamlik Sultanate.
Hirschler, From Archive to Archival Practices. This emphasis on households as crucial sites of archi-
val practices obviously contradicts Marina Rustow’s argument (in Lost Archive) on the central role
of the Fatimid chancery to some extent. These different lines of argument might be simply down
to diachronic change, but our guess is that we might end up with a vision of a more mixed system
in the various periods.
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on South Asia that the Mughal archives were simply ‘at home’ resonates
strongly with the mounting evidence for late medieval Egypt and Syria.”

Recent scholarship has started to identify the first household archives
of officers who carefully preserved documents as proof of rights and status.”
These household archives rarely had a stable trajectory up to the present day
and many of these collections are lost or have been heavily reconfigured. It
thus takes particular acumen to identify them, as Boris Liebrenz has done
while working on documents reused for the pasteboards of a book.”” There
are also remnants of other documents that we argue come from household
archives, such as the notebook of the historian al-Maqrizi (d. 845/1441)* and
an autograph copy of the Mu jam by Ibn Hajar (d. 852/1449).>* These deeds
had been cut into pieces and the authors reused them as writing material for
their respective work.

If we recalibrate our archival vision from ‘state’ to households, we start
to see that archival practices were widespread across different sites in society
well beyond the archives in the citadels of Cairo and the other major cities. In
order to understand the multitude and complexity of archival practices in a
society such as that of the Cairo Sultanate it is not only necessary to include
spatiality in our analysis: one further crucial notion is that of time. Daisy
Livingston has underlined the importance of archival ‘life-spans’ that are in
turn closely linked to documentary ‘life-cycles’ in studying the preservation
of documents.” Introducing the notion of time further allows the recalibra-
tion of our focus away from the archive with the implied connotation of
long-term (or unlimited) preservation, towards archival practices involving
a multitude of social actors who preserved documents for different purposes
with different time frames in mind. A modest trader’s accounts book, as we

have discussed elsewhere, was thus subject to different archival practices at

20 Chatterjee, Negotiating Mughal Law, 234.

' Livingston, Paperwork of a Mamluk Mugta“

2 Liebrenz, Archive in a Book.

Bauden, Destin des archives, 38; Bauden, Recovery of Mamlitk Chancery Documents.

** Ibn Hajar, Mu Gam, MS Istanbul, Stileymaniye, Murad Molla 609. We thank Benedikt Reier for
drawing our attention to this codex.

Livingston, Managing Paperwork. For the question of time in studying documents see Bertrand,
Documenting the Everyday for the medieval European context, especially Chapter 1, ‘The
Life-expectancy of Documents’.
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various stages of its life cycle.* In the trajectory of documents, phases such as
those when they are ‘documents lying around” are crucial for our understand-
ing of why and how they were preserved.” Benedikt Reier, in turn, shows
how scholarly documents were reworked in multiple stages to feed into bio-
graphical compendia.*®

Factoring in time in order to make sense of archival practices is highly
relevant for the Haram al-sharif corpus. The notion of a court or judge archive
with a stable trajectory of 600 years has been laid to rest, but the documents
still have an archival history — or rather, numerous archival histories. To extract
these histories we have to think about the Haram al-sharif documents in terms
of archival traces of previous archival collections in the plural, and also in terms
of polycentric archival practices. That the Haram al-sharif corpus is in itself not
one single central court archive does not mean that we can sit back and ignore
the potential of what its constituent sub-corpora can tell us about document
preservation in pre-Ottoman West Asia and North Africa. In this perspective,
even the sub-corpus assembled in the course of Sari al-Din’s investigation can
be understood as an archival collection with a short time span for the purpose
of holding the judge to account. The documentary profile of this ‘investiga-
tion archive’ was strongly shaped by its function of informing an inquiry into
the malpractices of Sharaf al-Din and his associate Jamal al-Din Mahmad, and
many documents in today’s Haram al-sharif corpus are linked to Sharaf al-Din
in one way or another (addressed to him, issued by him, discussing matters
related to him, written under his supervision and so on).” A particular focus of
the investigation into his malpractices, as reflected in the corpus’s profile, was
estate inventories, as this was a process particularly susceptible to embezzle-
ment. Almost half of all the documents in the Haram al-sharif corpus are such
inventories — and most of them were produced during Sharaf al-Din’s short
tenure of the judgeship between the years 793/1391 and 797/1395.% Yet there
are also many documents in the investigation archive that have nothing to do

with estate inventories and that were brought in from other archival spaces.

Aljoumani/Hirschler, Trading Fruits and Legumes.
7 Livingston, Paperwork of a Mamluk Mugta“.
Reier, Documents in Books.

» Miiller, Haram al—S'ozrzf Collection, 436.

30 Miiller, Haram al—§arif Collection, 391.
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Analysing the investigation archive by itself will thus yield many new
archival trajectories, but there are also many Haram al-sharif documents that
do not belong to this particular archive. These documents add further dimen-
sions of archival plurality that are crucial for the discussion of the Burhian
al-Din documentary sub-corpus and our sale booklet. For instance, the Haram
al-sharif corpus contains Sultanic decrees, mostly on the endowment of the
Haram al-sharif, with no connection whatsoever to the investigation. They
include decrees issued by al-Malik al-Zahir Baybars some 150 years prior to
the investigation, by al-Nasir Muhammad Ibn Qalawtn a century earlier and
by al-Malik al-Zahir Jagmagq fifty years after the investigation, and another
issued seventy years after it by al-Malik al-Zahir Khushqadam.** Apart from
the ‘Sultanic decree subcorpus’ (and it is highly likely that this is indeed an
independent sub-corpus with its own history), another group of over two
dozen documents is concerned with the day-to-day administration of the
Haram al-sharif endowment in the early fourteenth century. The documents
in this ‘administrative endowment subcorpus’ are all linked to Palestinian vil-
lages endowed to the Haram al-sharif.>> One of the most visible sub-corpora
is the Persianate sub-corpus of seventy-six documents, of which twenty-one
are related to the Adaji b. Yazili family. These Persianate papers date from the
end of the thirteenth century onwards, with a cluster from the first half of the
fourteenth century — up toa century before the investigation into Sharaf al-Din
started. They were mostly issued in the regions ruled by the Mongol Chubanid
and (probably) Jalayirid dynasties. Again, this ‘Addji family subcorpus’ cer-
tainly has no connection to the investigation archive — and also not to the
Sultanic decree sub-corpus or the administrative endowment sub-corpus — and
must have its own fascinating story.” All these ‘frozen’ sub-corpora have
not been properly researched yet as remnants of once-independent archival
collections.®* A crucial task of our field will thus be to ‘excavate’ those — and

w

! Baybars: #034 (664/1266); Ibn Qalawan: #008 (701/1302); Jaqmaq: #308 (844/1441?);
Khushqadam: #001 (866/1462). On the Sultanic decrees see Muhammad, Marsam al-Sultin
al-Ashraf Inal.

3 Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 160-2; Richards, Qasama in Mamlitk Society.

Zahir Bhalloo (Hamburg) is working on these documents in the framework of his project “The

Persian Documents from al-Haram al-Sharif in Jerusalem, 1300-1353".

On the idea of the ‘frozen’ archive and its excavation see Livingston, Managing Paperwork.
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further — archives from within the Haram al-sharif corpus and many other
modern-day corpora — to conduct archival archaeology.

There are further very distinct and substantial sub-corpora within
the Haram al-sharif corpus where a link with the investigation archive is
unlikely. One of them is the ‘al-Yaghmari household archive’, which consists
of documents linked to the household of the officer and short-time gover-
nor of Jerusalem Shihib al-Din Ahmad al-Yaghmari (d. 811/1408).” Two
sub-corpora are of particular relevance for the present discussion. These two
groups of documents — we call them ‘estate archives’ — are each centred on
an individual: the wealthy trader Nasir al-Din al-Hamawi and our multiple
part-time reciter Burhan al-Din.*® The number of documents in these sub-
corpora is impressive: ninety-one sheets (al-Hamawi) and fifty-four sheets
(Burhin al-Din).*” What we have in both cases are clusters of documents that
are clearly distinct from the enormous number of estate inventories that go
back to the investigation archive. The vast majority of the estate inventories are
the only document we have pertaining to a given individual and there are no
further documents on them in the Haram al-sharif corpus. There is, however,
no doubt that many of these estate inventories must have triggered a lengthy
process of settling the individual’s estate and thus many more documents.
Repeatedly, these inventories sketch a highly complex network of financial
obligations whose elucidation would require much more paperwork than
the single inventory available to us. A certain Nafisa who traded agricultural
products is just one example. Looking at who seemingly owed her money
and to whom she owed money, we can see that her (lost) estate archive must
have been quite large.*® Yet all those documents that must have once formed
Nafisa’s estate archive are gone and all we have is what was deemed necessary
by those building up the investigation archive, the inventory of her estate. The
sub-corpora of al-Hamawi and Burhan al-Din are thus not special because
their production was unique, but because they survived as entities — their

special status was thus the outcome of specific archival practices.

% So far we have identified documents #023, #024, #600, #602 and #841 as belonging to this house-
hold archive.

3¢ Research on al-Hamawi’s accounts is part of the Ph.D. thesis of Michail Hradek (Munich).

%7 The number for al-Hamawi is taken from Miiller, Kad: und seine Zeugen, 175.

3 Lutfi, Documentary Source.



88 | OWNING BOOKS AND PRESERVING DOCUMENTS

The role of the ‘formal’ sub-corpus of individual inventories within the
investigation archive is evident, as these inventories were required to get to
the bottom of what Sharaf al-Din was up to. But, there is no immediate link
between this investigation and the Sultanic decree sub-corpus, the Adl‘lji
family sub-corpus, the administrative endowment sub-corpus or the two
estate archives of al-HHamawi and Burhan al-Din. Why should the contract for
the sale of a slave belonging to one of Burhan al-Din’s wives, Shirin, be part
of the investigation archive, or the papers for his divorce from Fatima? While
the investigation archive is beyond doubt a central element in the story of the
Haram al-sharif corpus, it is not the same as the collection as a whole. We have
to think about the Haram al-sharif corpus as an object with many different
parts with different micro-histories, a ‘distributed object’ so to say.*” It is thus
time to look at its constituent parts, its sub-corpora, in their own right and
bring to light their very different trajectories and background stories. While we
will do this here for the Burhin al-Din sub-corpus, the archival micro-histories
of the Sultanic decree sub-corpus, the Adiji family sub-corpus, the adminis-
trative endowment sub-corpus, the al-Yaghmari household sub-corpus and
the al-Hamawi sub-corpus - in addition to other sub-corpora that have yet to
be identified, and the archival ‘pre-histories’ buried within the investigation
archive — will only be understood once they have come under the spotlight of

future scholarship.

Archival Sites before the Estate Archive: Households
and Organisations

In order to understand the Burhan al-Din sub-corpus, we first need to under-
stand the sites from which the documents were taken in order to build up this
collection. The preceding chapters divided the documents linked to Burhan
al-Din into three groups according to their relevance for writing his biography:
those linked to his positions and stipends, those linked to other issues during
his lifetime and those linked to the settlement of his estate. These documents
constitute what we have called the Burhan al-Din documentary ‘corpus’ when
using them to write his biography and ‘sub-corpus’ when thinking about their

position within the Haram al-sharif corpus. In the following, we will use the

%7 Taking up the terminology of Gell, Art and Agency.
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term ‘estate archive’ to look at the almost identical group of documents from
the perspective of archival history (see Appendix 1 for the two documents that
are part of this estate archive, but not of the documentary corpus). As will be
argued, the judge’s trustee (amin al-hukm) put this estate archive together
after Burhan al-Din’s death in order to determine the value of his estate.
To understand the survival of the sale booklet we have not only to extricate
this estate archive from the Haram al-sharif corpus but to go back one step
further: we also need to think about the previous archival provenance of the
documents that went into this estate archive and discuss from where these
documents made their way into the estate archive — their archival genealogy,
so to say. This discussion will bring out the large number of archival sites in
a town such as Jerusalem where different actors, inscribed in specific cultural
and social fields, were instrumental in preserving these documents before they
started to converge in one single estate archive. This will lead to the subsequent
question, namely, at what point did this estate archive join other corpora, such
as the investigation archive, to ultimately form what we call today the Haram
al-sharif corpus?

Before the judge’s trustee brought the relevant documents together in the
estate archive that he was building to settle Burhan al-Din’s case, one of the
pre-estate archival sites where these documents had been kept was the archi-
val collections of endowed organisations. From these organisational archives
originate the four payment orders issued by the Haram al-sharif endowment
administration® and the annual accounts sheet of Fakhr al-Din Iyas’s primary
school.*! The archival logic for preserving such orders and such an accounts
sheet in the respective organisational archive is apparent, as they were certainly
papers that any supervisor of an endowment would want to preserve for sev-
eral years in case of an investigation into the endowment’s finances. Indeed,
we find on the back of the primary school accounts an archival note indicating
that it had been part of a larger archival collection: ‘Blessed sheet on what
was spent for the orphans in the primary school of the officer ... Iyas ... dated
14.4.781’.% This archival note was visible once the accounting sheet had been

0 4665 (781/1379-80), #668 (786/1384-5), #835 (787/1385—6) and #666 (789/1387-8).
94049,
2 4049,
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folded and clearly indicates that this document was part of a larger collection
of paperwork in this endowment. The four payment orders, in turn, show a
coherent rectangular format,” making it likely that they were produced with
an eye to preservation in an office of the Haram al-sharif endowment adminis-
tration or the household of one of its officials.

The existence of such organisational archival sites in Jerusalem is clearly
evident from al-‘Ulaym’s chronicle of the town. When he penned his work
a century later, he toured the town’s endowed organisations to gather informa-
tion on their endowments and was thus able, in most cases, to provide the
exact date of foundation. In numerous instances he explicitly stated that he
saw the endowment deed* or that it existed even though he was not able to
access it.* In other cases, he highlighted and lamented the absence of deeds*
and observed whether a deed had been lost and replaced with a later mabdar
document.”” These deeds were certainly in use for a long time; al-“Ulaymi was
able to see original documents dating back more than 200 years. As well as the
endowment deeds themselves we can be certain not only that the documents
related to complex property transaction leading up to the establishment of an
endowment, but also that those that continued thereafter were also part of
such long-term archival practices.*®

The payment orders and the annual accounts sheet from the estate archive
of Burhan al-Din certainly had shorter active archival lifespans than the foun-
dation deeds and other property-related documents when they were still in
their respective organisational archive. Yet their format and the archival notes
written on them show that those who handled these documents did so with
an eye to (at least short-term) archival preservation. From the documents in
Burhan al-Din’s estate archive, it seems that the administrators in these organi-
sations were willing to hand over original documents to the judge’s trustee. The
accounts for the primary school as well as the payment orders were certainly

the original documents and not copies specifically produced for the trustee.

# The horizontal width is between 13.2 and 14 centimetres and the vertical length between 9.1 and
10 centimetres.

For instance, al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 39, 42.

® For instance, al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 40, 48.

“ For instance, al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 40.

# For instance, al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 42, 43, 46.

“ For the archiving of such property-related documents see Livingston, Documentary Constellations.
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The second archival site where documents had been kept before the
judge’s trustee brought them together in the estate archive was Burhan
al-Din’s personal archive. Here, we have a rare chance to see a personal archive
‘at home’ in a household that did not belong to the military or social elite of
its time. This archive included first and foremost the documents linked to his
positions and stipends: twelve diplomas of appointment,* five declarations of
intent,” al-Safadi’s declaration that he had no claims against Burhan al-Din®’
and Burhan al-Din’s request to change the time or place of his recitations.>
Three documents show that his divorce businesses from Fatima bt. ‘Abd Allah
and Maryam were settled,’® one document concerns the estate of his deceased
wife Fatima 1,°* and in a further seven documents he either rents a house® or
buys/extends his house.*

The logic of why Burhin al-Din preserved these documents for an
extended period is, in most cases, apparent: the diplomas and declarations
were crucial for proving his entitlements in case of dispute. Indeed, we see that
Burhan al-Din repeatedly refers in his petitions to previous documents that
he claims to have in his possession. For instance, when he petitioned for his
position in the Taz Mausoleum to be continued he always referred to himself
in the third person and made a point of mentioning the ‘documents that he
[that is Burhan al-Din] has in his possession’ regarding his current position as
reciter.”” If his correction from singular to plural was more than a rhetorical
device he must have had in his possession more documents than we know
of today.”® The logic for archival preservation is also evident in his request to
change the time and place of recitations, as this document updated the condi-
tions of a previous declaration of intent for this stipend (again a document that

we do not have today). Al-Safadt’s declaration on the sub-contracted job, as

©#003, #005, #007, #009, #010, #013, #014, #203, #303, #305, #310 and #490.

0 #002, #004, #012, #508 and #603.

ST #5009.

52 #026.

33 4289, #458 and #699.

> #897.

5 #109, #843 and #850.

3¢ #039, #336, #369 and #619.

7 4007, 1. 7/8: ‘ma bi-yadibi min at-tagrir al-tagarir fi al-turba al-sharifa bi-al-qird’a’.

5% The only preserved document on the T4z Mausoleum dated earlier than petition #007 in the estate
archive of Burhan al-Din is #310.



92 | OWNING BOOKS AND PRESERVING DOCUMENTS

well as the paperwork from the ex-wives, were worth keeping as they all proved
that these individuals could not lodge further claims against Burhan al-Din.

He evidently also had a strong incentive to archive the sale contract of
his house and his neighbour’s consent to extend it. He was also careful to
keep the sale documents of the owners for the previous decade (first Aba
Bakr al-Nassaj, then Maryam al-Ramiya and finally Muhammad al-Zaydi), as
ten years earlier a somewhat sensitive property transaction had taken place.
Abt Bakr al-Nassaj bought one of the courtyards that he consolidated into one
single property (the house had not been built yet) from the Public Treasury.*
Such transactions to individuals offered plenty of opportunities for embezzle-
ment. In consequence, such transactions were subject to particular scrutiny
and were generally conducted in front of a judge.®® The document that was
produced during this process proved the transaction’s propriety and was
thus of particular importance. Its importance is evident from the fact that it
was later sewn together with the subsequent sale contract for the property in
which Aba Bakr al-Nassaj sold the consolidated property to Maryam. This
sewn ‘double-contract’ came into the possession of Burhan al-Din and his sale
contract explicitly refers to it." Those producing the sale contracts on this
house clearly did so with the expectation that they would be preserved for a
long period of time. For this reason, these are the only documents linked to
Burhan al-Din written on sturdy parchment, not paper. However, this choice
of material was to prove ill-fated in the long run as the parchment documents
in the Haram al-sharif corpus are among those to have been damaged the most
by insects — paper documents in Jerusalem, as in other cities of the region such
as Cairo, had better survival rates.®?

While Burhan al-Din’s incentive for preserving documents linked to his
positions, his divorces and his house are evident, the archival logic behind
preserving the receipts for rent payment for the long term is, at first glance,
elusive. As he had moved out of the rented property and bought his own
house, it was rather unlikely that the landlady could still drag him before a

7 #369/2.

Muiiller, Ventes de Biens Immobiliers.

1 #039/2.

¢ Little, Catalogue, 277; sce Rustow, Lost Archive, 25-31 for Cairo.
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judge over unpaid rent.®’ Preserving unnecessary paperwork is certainly not a
practice unique to Burhan al-Din, which reminds us that the phase of ‘docu-
ments lying around’ has to be taken seriously when thinking about document
preservation.® In fact, other documents too might come under this rubric
of documents lying around. This is particularly true for those papers that do
not seem to have legal validity but are, rather, informal drafts and accounts
produced in the process of preparing the final document. For instance, the
document on the estate of his deceased wife Fatima 1 carries no signatures
by notary witnesses and is clearly a first overview. The draft character of this
document is also evident from the fact that this list was written on the back
of a re-purposed document (entirely unrelated to Burhan al-Din) that must
have been cut into pieces.®® The phenomenon of reusing old paperwork is
by contrast not visible in those documents of Burhan al-Din (and the wider
Haram al-sharif corpus) that can be considered final documents.

The third pre-estate archival site where documents linked to Burhan
al-Din had been kept was Shirin’s personal archive. Burhan al-Din and Shirin
lived in the same household, but there is no doubt that she had a strong interest
in keeping her wealth and paperwork under her control and separate from his.
Only two of Shirin’s documents went into the estate archive, the sale contract
for the slave and the contract in which Burhan al-Din sold household objects
to her.® These documents were legal proof that the slave and the household
objects were Shirin’s property and not part of Burhan al-Din’s estate. The con-
tract on the household objects was also proof that her two sons were entitled to
part-ownership of the house extension. There were certainly more documents
in Shirin’s possession, in particular the marriage contract with Burhan al-Din
that must have set out the amount of her deferred marriage gift (sadaq) in case

of divorce.

¢ The preservation might, however, be linked to the fact that he was paying the rent while the estate

to which this house belonged was in the process of being settled. Consequently, these documents
might have been sensitive, and one of them carries the signature of a witness (#843) and another a
judge’s note (#850).

¢ Livingston, Paperwork of a Mamluk Mugta "

¢ #897. We still see on the top right corner that at least two sheets of paper were pasted together
to produce the original document, which was then cut into pieces to make paper for drafts
(see Plate I11.16).

¢ #382 and #622.
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Both Burhan al-Din’s and Shirin’s personal archival collections are par-
ticularly fascinating as they give an insight into what archival practices looked
like in a household beyond the military and social elite - and how deeply
entrenched pragmatic literacy was. Such documentary collections must have
been widely spread across society, and the al-Hamawi sub-corpus is another
such group of documents that urgently deserves closer scrutiny from an archi-
val perspective. In addition, the Haram al-sharif corpus is teeming with further
documents providing insights into the paper-soaked world of households in
this period. Document #792, for instance, is a very informal list of dozens
of documents with debt claims that the owner held against others. It thus
functioned as an archival handlist for navigating what must have been a very
substantial household archive. This list, and many other pieces of evidence
such as the above-mentioned late-medieval diary of Ibn Tawq in Damascus,
with its continuous references to documents, indicate the masses of paper-
work held in household archives that have since vanished (or that we have not
yet found). Such household archives from Jerusalem preserved within a larger
collection are particularly fascinating as the best-known cases so far come from
Egypt and in particular the Geniza, such as the documentary assemblages of
Nahray b. Nissim from the fifth/eleventh century®” and of Abraham Ben Yija
from the sixth/twelfth century.*®

The documents that Burhan al-Din preserved (and the same goes for
Shirin’s documents) are thus of crucial importance for understanding this
world of small-scale archival locations. These documents are in material terms
less consistent than those that were produced in organisational contexts. In the
latter case we see that there was a tendency to produce documents of similar
format to facilitate their storage and such organisational archives also tended
to use archival notes.”” Remnants of such organisational archives thus often
provide material clues of their archival past. Remnants of personal archives, by
contrast, are much less likely to bear such traces. Burhan al-Din, for instance,
did primarily preserve documents which he received and over whose format he
had no control: rent receipts from his landlady, diplomas from administrators

¢ See in particular Goldberg, Trade and Institutions.
¢ See in particular Lambourn, Abraham’s Luggage.
¢ Anna Steffen (CSMC, Hamburg) is undertaking a study of these archival notes.
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in endowments, declarations from officer-patrons, the old sale contracts for
his property, and so on. While the logic for preserving them is thus apparent
from analysing their content, their materiality provides no indication of their
shared archival past.

The Formation of the Estate Archive

With the death of Burhin al-Din the archival status of documents linked to
him changed drastically. Different archival actors certainly discarded many of
the documents at various points over the following years and decades, as they
had become irrelevant. In this sense they joined the vast majority of documents
ever produced, since during any archiving process discarding documents is as
important as preserving them. However, one group of documents linked to
Burhian al-Din was still needed in order to settle the size of his estate and its
division among his heirs. In consequence, these documents most likely went
from their previous three archival sites into a new archival context, the estate
archive in the house of the judge’s trustee. As Christian Miiller has shown on
the basis of the Haram al-sharif corpus (to be more exact, almost exclusively
on the basis of Burhan al-Din’s and al-HamawT’s sub-corpora), such a trus-
tee was first and foremost responsible for the day-to-day management of the
inheritance for minors and absent heirs according to a judge’s decisions. This
included paying out the obligatory maintenance payment (fzrd). This trustee
could also play a much more active role in managing the estate (such as lending
money from the estate, returning pawned objects and paying rent for shops)
and, of particular relevance for our purposes here, in sorting out the estate in
the months after the death had occurred.”

In the case of Burhin al-Din, this trustee was a certain Shams al-Din
Muhammad al-Adhra, who thus must be seen as the person who shaped
the estate archive. Al-AdhraT must have had several men who were working
for him, as is evident from one of the accounts for settling Burhan al-Din’s
estate, which says that fifteen dirhams were paid to the men of the trustee.”” We

know some members of his retinue by name, such as a certain Shams al-Din

0 Muller, Kadi und seine Zengen, 319-23.

7t #800a, left. The document has only r4jjila, but we see in other documents from the Haram
al-sharif corpus (such as #175a, left, |. 28 and #175a, right, 1. 27) the term rajjalat al-hukm, which
we interpret as those working for the judge’s trustee.
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Muhammad al-Sayrafi, who appears in the paperwork as receiving payments
from buyers, or a certain (Ibn) ‘Asha, who wrote the sale booklet.”” In the
lengthy process of settling the estate, al-AdhraT and his men not only brought
together the documents linked to Burhin al-Din from the three previous archi-
val sites, but they also added those seventeen documents produced during the
course of the process. These documents include, primarily, the two decisions
by the deputy judge on the amount of the maintenance payment” and the nine
deeds of the guardians of Burhan al-Din’s children acknowledging that they
had received such payments.” In addition, our sale booklet and four accounts
linked to this sale, as well as a document concerning aloan from Burhan al-Din’s
estate to a third person, were added to this growing estate archive.”

The estate archive in al-Adhra’s household thus absorbed documents
from the previous three archival sites and kept growing with the documents
produced in the process of settling Burhan al-Din’s estate. We can under-
stand the social logic for him building up this estate archive by turning to the
documents of the trader al-Hamawi in the Haram al-sharif corpus — arguably
another estate archive that al-AdhraT and his retinue built up.” Here, we see
that al-Adhra‘T was officially appointed to settle al-Hamawi’s complex business
affairs.”” Getting his head around who owed what to al-Hamawi and what, in
turn, al-Hamawi owed and to whom certainly required al-AdhraT to consult
numerous contracts, deeds, receipts and so on from al-Hamawf’s lifetime,
which accounts for the large number of commercial documents linked to
al-Hamawi that we have today. When al-Adhra‘Tand his men were assembling
the al-Hamawi estate archive they were able to get hold of accounts dating
back more than twenty years. Thus the building up of an estate archive must in
some cases have been a very protracted and complex affair that meant combing
through a large house archive and assembling further documents from across
the city (and beyond). From documents in the Haram al-sharif corpus we get

further glimpses of how those responsible for handling paperwork in medieval

7> For al-Sayraf, see documents #793, #800 and #812; (Ibn) “‘Asha also bought items in the auction of
Burhin al-Din’s estate and identified himself as the sale booklet’s scribe (see Buyer 70).

3 #052 and #111.

74 #106, #108, #115, #118, #183, #188, #192, #313 and #676.

7> #061/#180/#532 (sale booklet), #812 (accounts) and #016 (money lending).

76 Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 184—6.

7 Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 321/2.
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Jerusalem proceeded upon the death of an individual. In one of them, the
trustee recounts that upon entering the house of the deceased he found a list
with debts and claims. This list was then entered into the process of settling
the estate so that debts could be paid and claims resolved.”® In another case, the
estate inventory is drawn up shortly before the death and the inventory refers
to different pieces of paperwork recording outstanding payments.”

The process of sorting out the estate of the deceased was evidently impor-
tant because the inheritance could only be divided among the heirs after the
financial affairs had been settled. This was thus a very sensitive period during
which the diligence and propriety of the trustee was central to the amounts
that the heirs would later receive. The complexity of this process might explain
why Shirin, for instance, took a legal proxy (wakil) to represent her during this
period, whereas in earlier contracts she had acted on her own withouta proxy.*

That the auction of Burhan al-Din’s estate was only the starting point of
a much longer process for al-Adhra is evident from the paperwork that he
and his men produced. At other auctions of estate libraries, as we know from
narrative sources, the objects were sold for cash only.*' Though this practice
secured instant payment it probably fetched lower prices. In the case of the
sale of Burhan al-Din’s estate — and seemingly this was the general practice —
buyers could settle the price at a later point (and thus they probably tended to
make higher bids). It is because of this procedure of delayed payments that we
have not only the sale booklet, but also four further accounts and lists linked
to this sale (the documentary network discussed in Chapter 8). The fact that
numerous documents of different types were produced to get hold of the
cash shows that the procedure was not entirely straightforward. At least some
buyers must have been reluctant to fulfil the obligations they had entered into
during the auction. For instance, in the first list of payments al-Adhra‘T and
his men were able to record fifty-two payments, but even here twenty-four of

these payments were only partial payments that required further chasing up.

78 #741(793/1391), death of ‘Abd Allah b. Tsa al-Maghribi.

7 #146 (795/1393), Muhammad b. Husayn al-Qari’.

% A certain ‘Shaykh Ismail’ (Buyer 47) is named as Shirin’s proxy slightly more than a month after
her husband’s death (#532a, left, Il. 21-33; 789/1387). The earlier contracts without a proxy are
#622.(788/1386) and #382 (784/1382).

81 Sakhawi, Daw’, VI, 100 (biography of ‘Umar b. “Ali b. Ahmad b. al-Mulaqqin who attended this

auction).
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All this chasing up had to be done while they were also busy sorting out other
matters. The expenses recorded in one of the accounts (#800) give a picture of
the things that needed attention: the washing of the corpse and the cemetery
needed to be sorted out, debts needed to be settled, claims of his children and
his widow paid out, porters brought in, candles for the auction bought and
so on.

Arguably, the delay between the death of an individual and the final set-
tlement of his or her estate also explains why the amounts of the maintenance
payments for children tended to fluctuate in the initial months after the death.
In the case of al-Hamawi we have very substantial fluctuations, and these were
probably linked to the changing size of the estimated estate in the course of
the settlement.® In the case of Burhin al-Din we also see that in the period
between his death and the final settlement the maintenance payments fluctu-
ated. A deputy judge took a first decision on the amount of the paymentslightly
more than one month after Burhan al-Din’s death. He issued two separate, but
almost entirely identical, documents on the same day, one for Shirin’s sons ‘Ali
and Muhammad (#052/1, see Plate I11.2a) and one for Mahmd al-Suba, the
son of Fatima bt. ‘Abd Allah (#111/1, see Plate III.5a). According to the two
documents the three sons were meant to receive twenty dirhams per month
each. The document for the fourth son, Mahmuad Kamal, is missing, but an
acknowledgement deed from this period (#106, see Plate II1.3a) shows that he
received the slightly higher amount of twenty-five dirhams per month. Some
four months after his first decision the same deputy judge added a revised deci-
sion on the documents (#052/2 and #111/2) in which he raised the monthly
payments to thirty dirhams per month. It was probably only at this point
that the settlement of Burhin al-Din’s estate was concluded and that the final
entitlement of all heirs, including his children, could be calculated.

It was during these five months, before the estate of Burhan al-Din was
settled, that al-AdhraT and his men must have built up the estate archive. To
do so they arguably went to Burhan al-Din’s house and took those documents
that were necessary for understanding whether there were outstanding salaries
and stipends (the diplomas and declarations, as well as the request to change
the time and place of recitations). Al-AdhraT also took those documents that

82 Muller, Kadi und seine Zengen, 191.
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showed that no other people had claims against Burhan al-Din (the three dec-
larations by his ex-wives and al-Safadi). Finally, he made sure that he acquired
the documents necessary to sort out the ownership of Burhan al-Din’s house.
While he was at it, he may also have picked up other documents that we find
in the corpus that have no bearing on settling the estate, such as the receipts
of rent payments. While al-Adhra‘T was sorting Burhan al-Din’s papers, Shirin
certainly made sure that he also saw the two documents showing her owner-
ship of the slave and the household objects so that her property did not become
part of her husband’s estate.

The next step for al-AdhraT and his men in settling the estate was to
obtain documents on positions for which Burhan al-Din’s own archive
seemingly did not hold the diplomas or where the information on the salary
was inadequate. For this, al-AdhraT went to endowments and requested the
relevant documents. As he himself was working in the administration of the
endowment of the Salahiya Madrasa,* he was certainly able to ask the right
questions and get the documents he needed: the four payment orders from
the Haram al-sharif endowment administration and the annual accounts
sheet of Fakhr al-Din Iyas’s primary school. In total, he collected at least
thirty-seven documents before starting his work on settling Burhan al-Din’s
estate. In the following months the new documents produced during the
process of settling the estate joined the older ones: the decisions by the deputy
judge instructing him how much monthly maintenance to pay; the deeds by
the legal guardians acknowledging these payments; the deed on the money
he lent from Burhan al-Din’s estate; and, finally, the paperwork linked to
selling the estate, our sale booklet and the four lists and accounts in which
he and his scribe al-Sayrafi recorded who had paid his dues and who had
not yet paid. In the end the estate archive thus comprised at least fifty-four
documents linked to the financial affairs of Burhan al-Din assembled from
various archival sites. Again, it is evident that only a part of the estate archive
has come down to us and that it must have originally been larger, including,

for instance, promissory notes that are now lost.*

8 Muller, Kadi und seine Zengen, 320.
% On these notes, of which we know from accounts #800, see Chapter 8.
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The archival nature of those documents that were being produced in the
process of the judge’s trustee settling the estate is much more apparent than in
the case of the documents that were previously preserved in Burhan al-Din’s
and Shirin’s personal archives. As we have seen, the latter were in a wide variety
of formats and did not carry archival notes. By contrast, al-AdhraT and his
men, such as al-Sayrafi and (Ibn) ‘Asha, acted within a social context that had
clear ideas about the materiality of the documents they produced and their
future preservation. This is particularly evident in the case of acknowledge-
ment deeds, which tend to carry archival notes.” These notes were system-
atically placed on the top left corner of the document’s verso to aid retrieval
in the future. The documents were thus part of a larger archival collection
grouped together for practical purposes. Al-AdhraT and his men needed such
finding aids in order to navigate paperwork, as they had a lot of it: they made
payments to three different guardians for the estate of Burhan al-Din alone
(Shirin, Mahmad al-SubaT’s grandmother Umm Muhammad and Mahmad
Kamal’s guardian Shihab al-Din Ahmad).* These guardians came to collect
their monies on quite a regular basis (the documents indicate that this occurred
roughly every second month). In addition, al-AdhraT handled several other
estates; as seen above, we definitely know of al-HamawT’s estate, so that his
dossier(s) for such payments must have been quite thick. That he must have
handled a lot of papers is also evident from the occasional mistakes he made.
For instance, on one of the documents linked to Burhin al-Din we see that he
had initially written an erroneous archival note ascribing it to ‘the orphans of
al-Hamawt.¥

The materiality of the documents gives us some clues as to how the trus-
tees organised the numerous estate archives they would be building up at any
given moment. For instance, it is commonsensical that they would have kept
the acknowledgement deeds of the legal guardians on payments received in the
same dossier as the documents issued by judges on how much maintenance the
trustees were actually to pay out. In the case of Burhan al-Din we have the two

above-mentioned documents by the deputy judge for the maintenance

8 #106, #108, #115, #118, #183, #188 and #192.

8¢ Shirin and Umm Muhammad were not legal guardians (wasi), but were fostering (hidina) the
children in their care.

%7 #016, see Plate II1.1b (middle of page).
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payments for “Ali and Muhammad (#052) as well as for Mahmad al-Suba‘
(#111). It is indeed very likely that al-Adhra‘T kept both decisions in the same
dossier as the acknowledgement deeds, since the decisions carry the same archi-
val notes as the acknowledgement deeds and they do so in the same position
(the top left of the verso). That these judicial decisions and the deeds were kept
in one archival context is made more likely by the fact that all these documents
have a very similar format.® At this stage it comes as no major surprise that the
document on al-AdhraTlending money from Burhan al-Din’s estate to a third
person also carries an archival note, again at exactly the same position as those
of the decisions and the deeds. That this money-lending document belonged
to the same archival dossier is also highly likely, as it again has the same format
as the decisions and the deeds.®

The trustee’s estate archive ceased to receive new documents one year after
Burhin al-Din’s death. After the settlement of his estate we see that al-Adhra‘
continued to issue estate-related documents for two more months.” For the
tollowing months, until late 790/1388, four more acknowledgements of pay-
ments by a new trustee, a certain Muhammad al-Husbani, exist for the Burhan
al-Din corpus.” Thereafter we have complete radio silence on any matters
linked to Burhan al-Din. This documentary silence did not occur because the
entitlements of his children had come to an end. Their guardians certainly
continued to receive such payments for many more years and acknowledge-
ment deeds continued to be issued — they just no longer became part of this
archive as the estate itself had been conclusively settled. It is striking that only
two months after the last surviving document for Burhan al-Din’s estate was
issued, the last document was issued in the estate archive on al-Hamawi, and
here again we find complete documentary silence thereafter.” Again, pay-
ments were certainly made over the following years and acknowledgement
deeds continued to be issued, but they were no longer placed in the estate

archive of al-Hamawi.

8 The two decisions #052 and #111 are between 18 to 18.5 centimetres by 22 to 26 centimetres,
which is also the range for most deeds with archival notes, though they can be slightly wider
(up to 19.5 centimetres) and longer (up to 28 centimetres).

> #016 (19x26 centimetres).

2 #016/2(2.4.790/13889 and #313 (4.5.790/1388).

71 #118(7.6.790/1388), #108 (3.7.790/1388), #115 (4.9.790/1388) and #183 (4.9.790/1388).

> Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 192 (#582, 25.11.790).

3
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In all likelihood, the estate archives of Burhan al-Din and al-Hamawi were
handed over to the judge some months after the estates had been settled. At
this point the two estate archives with all their old documents had become use-
less for the trustee’s purposes, as he had successfully reached a final settlement.
This trustee, whether al-Adhraf, al-Husbani or somebody else, continued to
pay the maintenance for the children of Burhan al-Din and al-Hamawi and
to collect the new acknowledgement deeds. These acknowledgement deeds
must have been preserved in different dossiers and all these deeds are lost (or at
least they are not in the Haram al-sharif corpus) — as is the case for thousands
(or tens of thousands?) of other acknowledgement deeds that must have been
issued in eighth/fourteenth-century Jerusalem alone.

The estate archive is a remarkably ambiguous phenomenon when thinking
about archival practices and the household as an archival site in the medieval
period. We are not dealing here with a highly personal archive, such as those of
Burhan al-Din and Shirin. Nor are we dealing with an organisational archive
like those found in endowed organisations such as madrasas or kbangabs.
This ambiguous status is linked to the fact that the position of the judge’s
trustee was, as Christian Miiller has shown, seemingly not a firmly institution-
alised position in Jerusalem at this point. There is no consistent title for this
role and there could be more than one trustee in any given period.” The paper-
work that this trustee produced was thus clearly part of a legal process and had
significant legal relevance, yet the site of this archive was most likely his own
household. Just like the investigation archive, estate archives were not collec-
tions brought together with any expectation that they would be preserved for
many centuries. It is precisely because they had such a short shelf life that such
archival practices highlight the significance of the household as a central site of

archival preservation.
From Estate Archive to Haram al-sharif Sub-corpus

What we have seen above is that the estate archive of Burhian al-Din (and that
of al-Hamawi) has a trajectory that is radically different from that of other
sub-corpora within the Haram al-sharif corpus. We still know next to noth-

ing about the archival history of, let us say, the Sultanic decree sub-corpus

3 Maller, Kadi und seine Zengen, 319-23.
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or the administrative endowment sub-corpus. Yet it is evident that their
trajectories are very different and that a completely different set of archival
actors were involved in shaping these respective sub-corpora as we see them
today. In consequence, each of these sub-corpora has its own very peculiar
profile in terms of the kind of documents it preserves. The entire Haram
al-sharif corpus preserves three acknowledgement deeds in which divorced
women attest that they have no claims against their ex-husbands™ — two of
which refer to Burhan al-Din.” The corpus preserves two yagzlu declarations
in which officers promise to pay a scholar a salary” — both of them refer to
Burhan al-Din.” It preserves eight petitions with responses on their backs™ —
six of them refer to Burhan al-Din.”” Every single diploma and declaration
issued by an endowment or an officer for an individual that is today preserved
in the Haram al-sharif corpus refers to Burhan al-Din."” Yet neither the
Burhan al-Din sub-corpus nor that of al-Hamawi contains what one might
have expected in the context of the Haram al-sharif corpus as it has hundreds
of them, an estate inventory.

We will return to this point later on, but it is important to underline
here that the extent of the survival of specific kinds of documents is linked to
idiosyncratic archival practices. There were, certainly, thousands of acknowl-
edgement deeds written by divorced women in the eighth/fourteenth century
in Jerusalem, yet only those linked to Burhan al-Din have survived. In the same
vein, petitions with a response on the back were a widespread form of written
communication. That so few survived is no indication that few were pro-
duced: it reflects, rather, the filter of archival practices. Any archive we work
on is ‘shaped by power relations in both past and present and between past and
present, and by the institutions through which power is mediated’.'”" To this
we can add numerous other factors, such as simple neglect and chance, that

impact on the shape of any collection. It would thus be audacious to rely too

* Muller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 86.

%5 #289 and #699. The third deed is #680.

¢ Miller, Kadi und seine Zengen, 133.

7 #508 and #603.

% Muller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 153.

2 #007, #009, #010, #013, #30S and #310. The other deeds are #025 and #215.
1 Muller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 142.

" Brown et al., Documentary Practices, 12/3.
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much on the shape of the Haram al-sharif corpus for argumentative purposes,
in particular on the absences from this corpus. For most of its history we
simply do not know who the archival actors were and thus what hidden power
relations were written into its sub-corpora, which ultimately came together to
form what we call today the Haram al-sharif corpus.

The independence of Burhan al-Din’s and al-HamawT’s estate archives
from the investigation archive is thus crucial in order to show that they were
subject to their very own archival filters. That these two sets of documents did
not join the Haram al-sharif corpus as part of the investigation archive is also
evident from the timeline of archival events. The investigation into Sharaf
al-Din’s tenure of the judgeship and thus the formation of the investigation
archive only started seven years after Burhan al-Din’s and al-Hamawf’s estate
archives had been closed. One might be tempted to construct a link between
the investigation into Sharaf al-Din’s practices and Burhan al-Din himself.
For instance, Sharat al-Din was the scholarly head (shaykh) of the Salihiya

192 Yet there is not the

Khangih when Burhan al-Din held a position there.
slightest sign of impropriety concerning the settlement of Burhin al-Din’s
estate, and the same goes for that of al-Hamawi.

If al-AdhraT’s estate archives on Burhin al-Din and al-Hamawi had their
own histories, when did they join the investigation archive and the other sub-
corpora of the Haram al-sharif corpus? We can only speculate as to how and
why this happened, as the later history of the Haram al-sharif corpus, before
its academic discovery in the 1970s, has not yet been studied.'” This discov-
ery already shows that the history of this corpus is possibly more complex
than that of one single corpus moving through the centuries: even within the
Islamic Museum the documents that today constitute the Haram al-sharif
corpus were discovered in two distinct batches, in 1974 and 1976. We obvi-
ously do not know how these two batches came into being. However, before
the 1970s discoveries someone must have already started to work on these
documents as the second batch was accompanied by modern paper slips with
notes on fifteen of the documents.'™ Today we also know that there was a

12 Little, Catalogue, 10.
1% Northrup and Abul-Hajj, Collection of Medieval Arabic Documents; Little, Catalogue, 1-4.
1% Little, Catalogue, 1/2.



ARCHIVAL PRACTICES AND PRAGMATIC LITERACY | 10§

third batch that was not discovered in the 1970s, the Haram al-sharif plus
corpus discussed in the Introduction.

We do not know how, when and in how many batches and bundles the
documents came into the Islamic Museum, which was founded in 1922.1%
However, there are at least indications that what we know as the Haram
al-sharif corpus today might not have been on the Temple Mount in the
nineteenth century.'® When the French archaeologist Charles Clermont-
Ganneau made a survey of monuments and inscriptions in Jerusalem in the
early 1870s he also heard that pre-Ottoman documents were held in the citadel
(today often called “Tower of David’)."”” He did not see these documents,
but his report has some credibility as he had it on the authority of a member
of the Aba al-Su‘ad family. This family owned an important family library
with a long pedigree and their members were certainly well-versed in the writ-
ten culture of the town.'”® As we do not know of other pre-Ottoman-period
documents from Jerusalem — those held by the town’s Christian organisations
would certainly not have been deposited in the citadel'® — it is probable that
the documents of the Haram al-sharif corpus were part of (or identical to)
what this nineteenth-century writer called an ‘archive’ in the citadel.

A possible, though highly hypothetical, scenario thus seems to be that
several groups of pre-Ottoman documents were preserved in Jerusalem at dif-
ferent sites. These were distinct groups such as the investigation archive, the
estate archives of Burhan al-Din and al-Hamawi, the decrees by sultans from
Cairo, the administrative endowment archive and the family archive of the

1 The archival trajectory of the Haram al-sharif documents certainly has to be seen as part of the

wider history of archival (re)configurations in Jerusalem in the nineteenth and the twentieth
centuries; see for instance the Open Jerusalem project, http://www.openjerusalem.org/ (last
accessed 8 June 2021).

Scholarship has so far not discussed this issue, but the hegemonic (and often implicit) assumption
is clearly one of ‘long-term preservation’ somewhere on the Haram al-sharif (see e.g. Miiller, Kad:
und seine Zeugen, 22).

Clermont-Ganneau, Archaeological Researches, 1, 237: “The Arabic Archives in Jerusalem — The
Mussulman Abu’s So’id told me that the archives of the Mehkemeh of Jerusalem did not contain
any documents which date more than three centuries back; all the documents of an earlier period
than this having been removed into the Kal‘a (the Citadel), where they are at this day.” Al-“Arif,
al-Mufassal, 312 translated the ‘documents’ in this passage as ‘sz7i/lat’. On this basis, supposedly
lost ‘Mamluk sijzllar’ have regrettably become an established fact in subsequent scholarship, e.g.
‘Amra, Qalat al-Quds, 43.

1% On this family see Barakat, Tarikh al-maktabat al-‘arabiya, 72/3.

For one such collection, see Pahlitzsch, Documents in Intercultural Communication.
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Adajt family. At some point these different groups of documents must have
been joined. This might have happened in the Ottoman period when some
administrator or scholar brought together the various groups of what had by
then become ‘old’ and arcane-looking documents. Or this amalgamation might
have happened only in the Mandate Period. This is at least the case for the
Aqgsa Mosque Library, which was founded in the 1920s and brought together
the codices scattered across various sites on the Haram al-sharif.!'® The Islamic
Museum was founded in exactly the same period and one can easily imagine
that documents scattered across the Haram al-sharif and beyond were brought
together. We thus do not know when exactly the Haram al-sharif corpus was
formed, and the only date visible to us is when the documents in the first and
second batch received the running classmarks from 1 to 883 in the 1970s. At
any rate, the Haram al-sharif corpus is in all likelihood a corpus that resulted
from archival reconfigurations that took place much later than the production
of these documents or the investigation into Sharaf al-Din.

For the purpose of this book, two points coming out of the discussion on
the archival trajectories of the documents linked to Burhan al-Din are particu-
larly relevant. First, the fact that our sale booklet is the only such document
to survive within such a large number of books does not necessarily make it
an outlier. If we misunderstand the Haram al-sharif corpus and see it as one
coherent historical group of documents, we might reasonably wonder to what
extent this listand its books are representative of wider developments at all; out
of over 900 documents we only have this one single document listing so many
books. That a document is the only one to survive does not mean, however,
that it was the only one to be produced. All diplomas and declarations issued
by endowments or officers for an individual in the Haram al-sharif corpus
exclusively refer to Burhan al-Din, but it is evident that endowment supervi-
sors and officers issued many more such documents. These are lost, most likely
because the archival sites in which they were preserved did not have as long a
life cycle as the household archive of Burhan al-Din and, more importantly,
the subsequent estate archive. The absence of other sale booklets is thus a

question that needs to be discussed in the context of the archival history of

10 Salameh, Primary Sources, 2/3.
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documents in Jerusalem. It cannot be taken per se as an argument for the
purportedly exceptional status of Burhan al-Din’s list.

The second main point pertains to pragmatic literacy. The estate archive
of Burhin al-Din contained no fewer than fifty-four documents. This is
already a very large number, but we can be certain that his life triggered more,
probably many more, documents. The formation of the estate archive had a
massive impact on which of his documents have come down to us — only those
needed to settle the estate. All other documents were deemed to be irrelevant
and many of them had come to the end of their archival lifespan when Burhan
al-Din died. To this we must add documents that Burhan al-Din himself dis-
carded over the course of his life, such as the many receipts on rent payments
that he must have received, for example. We find a trace of one such further
document, which has since perished, in the sale booklet itself. In addition to
the 273 book lots and the eighty-six lots with household objects that were sold,
there was also one document on sale from Burhin al-Din’s household. This
was a bill of exchange (hawdala) in his favour.'! Whoever bought it in the auc-
tion subsequently cashed it in and the bill must then have disappeared — it is at
least not in the Haram al-sharif corpus. It thus joined the fate of at least dozens
of other documents that passed through Burhan al-Din’s hands but are not
visible to us. These documents might have been burned or reused as wrapping
material, or they might reside today in the pasteboard of some codex.'"

The estate archives of Burhan al-Din and al-Hamawi, the family archive
of the Adﬁji family, the investigation archive, the archive of sultanic decrees,
the al-Yaghmari household archive and the administrative endowment archive
were only a few of many more archival constellations. That these few archival
sites covering such a short period have left us 900 documents shows that tens of
thousands of other documents were issued in this period and that the number
of documents circulating in medieval Jerusalem must have been staggeringly
high. This pragmatic documentary culture certainly relied upon a widespread
and high degree of literacy. To cite just one example: the accounting sheet for
the primary school for orphans in which Burhan al-Din taught has separate

1 #532b, right, 1. 29-31.
2 For one such household archive in a pasteboard see Liebrenz, Archive in a Book.
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budgetary items for ink and pens as well as for paper. Even these orphans were
prepared early on to deal with the writerly world in which they lived."?

Those documents from the Burhan al-Din documentary corpus that have
survived give us a unique insightinto how deeply rooted and widely spread doc-
uments were for even the most mundane transactions, such as rent payments,
beyond the spheres of the social and political elites. If we are to complain about
bureaucracy today, we should consider this: when Burhan al-Din applied for
his daily allowance of four loaves of bread a day at the Mansari Ribat, he first
wrote a petition. Once he had submitted that petition, somebody, most likely
the endowment’s supervisor, wrote in the margins ‘It shall be scrutinised!”**
In response, a report was prepared that showed that the death of the previous
recipient made it possible to allocate the allowance to Burhan al-Din. This
report was written on a separate sheet of paper and subsequently glued to the
petition. Once the enlarged document was ready the endowment’s supervisor
received it again, and he wrote his order that Burhan al-Din was entitled to the
allowance over the join of petition and report.'”® Four texts, a written report
produced, paper sheets glued together — all for a daily bread allowance. In
the same vein, the four payment orders issued by the Haram al-sharif endow-
ment administration are, as said before, real gems in terms of the history of
bureaucracy. A single order can carry up to ten signatures by different officials
of the endowment administration."'* It is not difficult to imagine poor Burhan
al-Din trudging from individual to individual, desperately trying to get all of
them to sign this order in order for him to receive his salary. The world of the
written word in the late eighth/fourteenth century did not encompass large
book collections only, but also perplexingly intensive documentary practices
in day-to-day life.

113 £049; Richards, Primary Education. On primary education in this period see Hirschler, Written

Word, 82-123.

14 #013. We are here following the reading of Diem, Philologisches, 42—6.

1> Miiller, Kadi und seine Zengen, 138 and 440 (n. 145) proposes a different timeline, most impor-
tantly that the order was written before the lower document that was glued to the petition.
However, as the order was written over the join we follow Diem.

116 #666.
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Conclusion

This chapter has contextualised the sale booklet by looking at its archival tra-
jectory, and this has allowed us to develop two principal arguments. The first
argument is crucial in methodological terms. Namely: that this list is today
unique does not mean that comparable book collections were rare. The fact
that similar lists did not survive in the rich Haram al-sharif corpus is not proof
that Burhan al-Din’s book collection was an exception. Rather, the archival
context shows that this document was preserved as part of a small estate archive,
not as part of some large Haram al-sharif corpus. The question, therefore, is
not why we do not have more of these lists in the Haram al-sharif corpus, but
rather why similar estate archives have not survived in greater numbers (or
have not yet been identified in greater numbers).

The second argument leads towards the book’s claim regarding literacy.
This chapter has shown how widespread pragmatic literacy was and how even
the most mundane transactions were recorded in writing as a matter of course.
Even more importantly, many of these documents went into archival collec-
tions that were kept by numerous actors across the urban topography. We
thus see that different individuals, groups and organisations actively preserved
(and discarded) textual artefacts that had been produced in the course of
their activities. The very fact that the Haram al-sharif corpus is not a simple
archive but the result of complex processes of amalgamation provides a unique
opportunity to take a look at the highly complex landscape of documentary
cultures and archival practices. This all-pervasive presence of documents and
archival collections shows that Jerusalem, as much as other towns and cities in
the region, was home to a society characterised by a strikingly high degree of

pragmatic literacy.



4

Lists and Inventories: The Sale Booklet’s
Documentary Logic

aving established that Burhan al-Din is representative of wider sections of

his period’s society and that the sale booklet is not a documentary outlier,
we can now turn to the booklet itself. The consideration of the archival context
of Burhan al-Din’s sub-corpus, and thus the sale booklet too, has allowed us to
see its documents as more than random sheets among the hundreds of Haram
al-sharif documents. Having reconstituted its archival context, we can now
think in more detail about what this document was actually meant to do and
not do when it was being produced. Using highly generic labels to describe it
as a ‘book list’ is most unhelpful in this process. Rather, this is a document that
was produced for specific purposes that had a strong impact upon what was
included and what was left out. Such a sale booklet would naturally represent
the books in a given collection quite differently from a book list produced as
a catalogue or in the framework of an endowment. The tendency to subsume
very different book lists under a highly generic label that obliterates their speci-
ficity is also a phenomenon in book studies regarding other parts of the globe.
For instance, Joseph Dennis has shown, in his work on School Library Book
Lists in Ming and Qing Local Gazetteers, that what scholarship had previously
called ‘library catalogues’ are in fact a colourful variety of very different lists."
The compilers of these lists wrote them with very different intentions in mind,
and many of these ‘catalogues’ do not reflect the actual books held in a library
at all, but rather what the compiler thought should be in a decent Confucian

! https://www.mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de/research/projects/school-library-book-collections-ming-qing-
and-republican-china (last accessed 3 March 2021).
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school library. In order to avoid classifying our sale booklet as a simple list, this
chapter will thus discuss the aim behind the writing of the booklet, how it has
to be seen as part of a wider documentary network, and how it recorded the
information on books.

The methodological issue at stake is thus the documentary logic of the
sale booklet itself. What exactly was this list’s function and how is it linked to
other documents? An example might clarify why we will spend so much time
on this problem. Our sale booklet also contains many household objects, such
as chairs, pillows and mortars. On this basis, Ulrich Haarmann assumed that
‘the atmosphere in which this lowly shaykh lived and worked emerges from
our document’,” implying that we can use the list to write a straightforward
history of a household’s material world. Such a suggestion sounds even more
exciting four decades later now that the ‘material turn’ has entered the histori-
cal disciplines with full force and a fascinating book can be written on a list
of trans-oceanic luggage that is much shorter than the sale booklet.” Yet, as
we have seen in Chapter 2, Burhan al-Din sold numerous household objects
to his last wife Shirin just a year before he died to raise money for his house
extension project.* The objects she bought clearly included many household
objects that were much more valuable than those we see in our booklet. They
certainly remained in the household, but as they went into Shirin’s ownership
the documentary logic of the booklet means they go unmentioned. What we
see is thus not the household of a ‘lowly shaykh’ at all, but instead a view that is
highly skewed by what this booklet actually was, and was not, meant to do — its

documentary logic.

Documentary Practices before the Archive: Three Sheets,
Twelve Pages, One Document

The first point to discuss with regard to the sale booklet is as basic as it is
crucial. Thus far, we have simply stated that the sale booklet consists of three
sheets, but whether these three sheets constitute one single document is in

reality a far more complex issue. The three sheets have distinct identities in the

> Haarmann, Library, 329.
> Lambourn, dbrabam’s Luggage.
4 $622 (788/1386).
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modern Haram al-sharif corpus and each carries a different classmark, #061,
#180 and #532 (see Plates 1.1-1.6). Sheet #061 explicitly mentions Burhan
al-Din and his estate in the heading, but no such link with Burhan al-Din
exists for the two other sheets — at least not at first glance. Those assigning
the classmarks in the 1970s (Amal Abul-Hajj, Linda Northrup and Donald
Little)’ considered the three sheets to be three distinct documents — thus three
different classmarks. It was nonetheless evident that the three sheets share
many features, and in his subsequent catalogue Donald Little put them under
one heading, ‘Mufradar’, and stated that they might actually constitute one
single document.® Ulrich Haarmann sat on the fence in his brief article about
this sale booklet, stating that ‘our list ... includes, besides nr. 61, possibly also
nrs. 180 and 532°, adding that ‘there remains the possibility that these two
sheets refer to different holdings’.” On the basis of the different classmarks
subsequent scholarship has increasingly assumed that the three sheets are dis-
tinct documents without explicitly discussing the issue.® Christian Miiller also
saw them as distinct documents and argued that Ulrich Haarmann’s cautious
suggestion was wrong, as ‘#532 does not refer to the same estate as #061 and
includes also household objects’.

So, let us explain why we consider the three sheets to be a single document.
First of all, the materiality is strikingly similar. All three sheets have the same
daftar (booklet) format and are of very similar size." The daftar format, char-
acterised by being about a third higher than wide, is admittedly widespread in
the documents in the Haram al-sharif corpus and thus certainly an insufficient
basis for a convincing argument on any sheets belonging together."' However,
such daftar papers and booklets were usually vertically folded two times

w

Northrup and Abul-Hajj, Collection of Medieval Arabic Documents; Little, Catalogue.

Little, Catalogue, 359/60. Yet, in subsequent articles he tended to discuss them separately, such
as Little, Haram Documents as Sources for the Arts and Architecture, 71 where he discusses #061
without mentioning the other two sheets.

7 Haarmann, Library, 327 and 328.

8 Al-“Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 50 and Luz, Mamiuk City in the Middle East, 134.

° Miller, Kadi und seine Zengen, 123 (see also 172 and 429).

Little, Catalogne, 360 erroneously gives the measurements of #180 as ’18 x 20.5” whereas the cor-
rect length is 28 centimetres.

Miiller, Haram al—&mf Collection, 444/5. Allowing for a variation of three centimetres, he counts
170 documents with this format among the c. 419 estate inventories that he discussed in that
article.

N
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before the scribes started writing on them, resulting in four columns. Our sale
booklet, by contrast, was only folded once, resulting in only two columns. In
fact, speaking of ‘columns’ is not very helpful for our list and it is better to
think of it in terms of simple ‘pages’ as we will see in a minute.

A further striking material similarity between the three sheets is that they
all have holes in their upper halves (see Plate 1.7). These holes are not the
result of insect damage, but of archival actors who pricked the documents
to thread through a string for holding documentary bundles together. Three
documents from the Haram al-sharif corpus still carried such strings when
they were photographed in 1978 (see Plates 1.8a-1.8c).”” The survival of
these strings is remarkable considering that the documents were by this point
almost 600 years old. Regrettably, two of the three strings have since disap-
peared.” The documentary bundles in the archival collections that went into
the modern Haram al-sharif corpus were certainly once tied with many more
strings. In his catalogue Donald Little states that ‘several such bunches [of
documents] were, in fact, found tied together in the Haram al-sharif with the
string still intact’, but he regrettably only recorded three strings and he did not
record which documents had belonged to any of these three tied bundles.*
The holes in the sale booklet’s three sheets are thus nothing unusual at all,
but in documents of the Haram al-sharif corpus holes come in many different
shapes and at slightly varying positions — a topic that has hardly been studied
so far.” The holes in the three sheets, however, are all in exactly the same posi-
tion and have exactly the same shape.'¢

Apart from materiality, a second reason why we consider the three sheets
to be one single document is that they are all informed by the same approach
to organising the page. This starts with the script, which is in our view the

same,"” but goes well beyond that. Most importantly, the layout on all three

124507, #774 and #836.

3 #507 and #774.

" Little, Catalogue, 335. The only strings he recorded were those belonging to #507, #774 and #836.

> On these archival holes in documents from the Haram al-sharif corpus, see Livingston, Managing
Paperwork as well as the ongoing projects by Anna Steffen (CSMC, Hamburg) and Michail Hradek
(Munich), who is working on the holes in the documents linked to the trader Nasir al-Din al-Hamawi.

' For an example of differently shaped holes, see the round holes in #785, #787, #788 and #790.

17 See for instance how similar words such as ‘diwan’ (#061a, right, 1. 8 and 15; #180a, right, 1. 4;
#532b, right, 1. 25) and ‘Burhian’ (#061a, right, Il. 8 and 15; #1804, right, II. 3 and 8; #532b, right, II.
30 and 32) are written.
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sheets is identical: the name of the buyer serves as ‘heading’ (highlighted in
yellow in Plate 1.9); beneath it is a list of the objects this buyer bought (the lots)
(highlighted in blue in Plate I.9); under each lot (of one or several objects) we
find the price (highlighted in grey in Plate 1.9); and on the left of the last lot we
find the sum total this buyer had to pay (highlighted in orange in Plate 1.9)."
In the entire Haram al-sharif corpus we do not have any other sale booklet that
is organised by the names of the buyers."”

That these sheets are linked is also evident from one of those moments
when things got messy. This is the fault of one of the participants in the auc-
tion, whose name was registered on sheet #061. He had bought a book (or
rather several parts of the badith collection Sabibh Muslim), and the docu-
ment’s scribe duly noted this lot and its price under the buyer’s name.*® This
buyer subsequently changed his mind, so that the scribe had to carefully erase
the price beneath the title, and wrote ‘transferred” in its place. He also reduced
the overall sum this buyer had to pay from 109.5 to eighty-seven dirhams
(thankfully without erasing the original price), showing that the price for this
book had been twenty-two and a half dirhams (see Plate 1.10). We find exactly
the same title, ‘parts of Muslim’, under the name of another buyer, who is,
conveniently for us, registered on sheet #532.%' Not only the title but also the
price is exactly the same (twenty-two-and-a-half dirhams), so that the case of
this ‘transferred’ object shows beyond doubt that the two sheets #061 and
#532 are part of one and the same document.

Finally, there is compelling external evidence in the shape of the four other
accounts and lists linked to the sale and discussed in Chapter 8. All four list
the names of individuals and sums paid or owed. These lists have been crucial

The sum total is indicated by the abbreviation ‘s-h’ (4), meaning ‘his sum total’ (.. For the use
of this abbreviation see for instance the mathematical treatise by Aba Bakr al-Hassar (6th/12th cen-
tury), al-Bayin wa-al-tidbkar, fol. 7a. That this abbreviation was used in all three sheets is another
indicator that these three sheets belong together. Many other lists in the Haram al-sharif corpus
do not use this abbreviation, but rather use the phrase ‘min al-darabim’ (for instance #176, #177,
#179 and #480; on this see also Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 114).

The closest we get are documents linked to a sale from the estate of al-Flamawi, but here we see
different documentary practices: they are either organised by the objects (followed by buyer and
price; #777, #778, #786) or by buyer (followed by the overall sum, but without mentioning the
objects; #780).

20 #061a, right, . 27 (Buyer S; just after entry ‘book 31’ in our list).

1 #532Db, left, 1. 7 (Buyer 58; entry ‘book 235).
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for making sense of the sale booklet as well as for identifying buyers, and we
will repeatedly refer to them in the following. Three of them are among the
most important additions to the Burhan al-Din documentary corpus, as up
until now scholarship had not linked them to him.* For our purposes here,
these accounts are helpful as we see that the individuals listed in them always
match those in the sale booklet. In payment list #812, for instance, fifty-two
payors are mentioned, all of whom we find as buyers in the sale booklet. What
is important for us is that these fifty-two individuals are distributed across
the three sheets of the sale booklet, #061, #180 and #532. As we observe the
same phenomenon in the other three accounts and lists (#968 with over eighty
names, #793 with over seventy names and #800 with forty names) they provide
irrefutable evidence that the three sheets constitute one single document, the
sale booklet of Burhan al-Din’s estate.?

The only element that made us initially hesitate is that the colours of the ink
and paper of sheet #180 differ slightly from the colours of sheets #061 and #532.
However, this colour difference is arguably not linked to the sheets’ production,
but to different preservation trajectories: the sheets were most likely preserved
at some point over the past 600 years in different locations with differing expo-
sure to light and variations in humidity. This separate preservation context is
especially likely as sheet #180 shows some insect damage while we do not see any
such damage on the two other sheets. Alternatively, sheet #180 might have been
preserved in the same bundle as the other two sheets, but was simply the top
item of the bundle and thus more exposed to material damage.

It is thus beyond doubt that these three sheets constitute one single docu-
ment or — more helpfully — one booklet with three sheets. So, let us look at how
this scribe actually put this booklet together, as this was certainly a widespread
practice during this period. If we put the sheets together, we see that #061
was the top sheet, followed by #180 in second position and #532 in third (see
Plate 1.11). However, this description is slightly misleading as our scribe did not
write the sheets separately and then put them together. Rather, he first produced
a booklet of blank sheets and only then started to write. He did so by putting

2 #793, #800 and #968.

» Further arguments showing that the three sheets were one document linked include the fact that
Burhin al-Din’s son Mahmad Kamal appears as Buyer 20 on #1804, left, Il. 15-19 as ‘the orphan
Kamal’.
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three blank sheets on top of each other and then he vertically folded them in the
middle to produce a daftar booklet (see Plate I.12 for the look of such a dafiar
in general).** Each sheet now made four pages (two on the front and two on the
back), and in contrast to other daftar booklets the scribe did not fold it again
to make two columns on each page. Rather, he now had a simple booklet with
a total of twelve pages. The scribe clearly folded the sheets before he wrote the
list as the script always stops before the fold (right-hand pages) or starts from the
fold (left-hand pages) — if he had folded the sheets after writing the list, some
words, or some letters at least, would have appeared on or run over the fold.

After producing a blank booklet, the scribe filled the first page (Plate 1.13),
but his choice of the first page meant that the booklet’s fold was on the left-
hand side (the usual orientation of books in left-to-right writing systems such
as English). It would have been very unusual for an Arabic writing scribe to
open the booklet now with this orientation and continue writing on the sub-
sequent page. Rather, he turned the booklet over so that the fold was now on
the right-hand side (just as any other Arabic book). In this way, the second
page became the ‘front’ page of the booklet and the scribe now followed the
standard logic of right-to-left scripts, opening the booklet and filling its pages
one after the other (see Plate 1.14).%

Once we have restored the sheets to their original order it becomes obvi-
ous that several features that seemed puzzling when looking at the three
sheets separately now make sense. For instance, sheets #061 and #180 each
has a blank page (#061b, left and #1804, right), and it might thus seem as if
each of them came to an end after three pages had been filled. This apparent
lack of continuity has certainly contributed to previous scholarship seeing the
sheets as separate documents. Yet, once we reconstitute the original booklet,
these blank pages make perfect sense as they are now the two last pages of the
booklet (one of these blank pages is visible in Plate I.14 at the very end).* If we

2 See Little, Catalogue, 333 and Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 120-6 for daftars in the Haram
al-sharif corpus.

» This system of filling the pages of a booklet was by no means the only way, as other documents
in the Haram al-sharif corpus, such as accounts by the trader Nasir al-Din al-Hamawi, show
(see Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 181/2).

¢ The page order is as follows: page 1 — #061a, right; page 2 — #061a, left; page 3 — #061b, right; page
4 — #1804, left; page 5 — #180b, right; page 6 — #532a, left; page 7 — #532b, right; page 8 — #532b,
left; page 9 — #5324, right; page 10 — #180Db, left; page 11 — #1804, right; page 12 — #061b, left.
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1.1 Sale Booklet, sheet 1a with pages 1 (right) and 2 (left)
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #061a, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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1.2 Sale Booklet, sheet 1b with pages 3 (right) and 12 (left)
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #061b, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh



1.3 Sale Booklet, sheet 2a with pages 11 (right) and 4 (left)
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #180a, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh



L4 Sale Booklet, sheet 2b with pages 5 (right) and 10 (left)
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #180b, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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1.5 Sale Booklet, sheet 3a with pages 9 (right) and 6 (left)
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #532a, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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1.6 Sale Booklet, sheet 3b with pages 7 (right) and 8 (left)
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #532b, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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I.8a Bundle string photographed in 1978
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #507, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh

1.8b Bundle string photographed in 1978
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #774, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh

I.8¢ Bundle string photographed in 1978
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #836, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh



1.9 Typical layout of entry in the sale booklet (sheet 3a): name of buyer (yellow), object/title
of book (blue), price (grey), sum total (orange)
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #532a, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh

1.10 Corrected entry in sale booklet (sheet 1a): erased price for parts of Sabib Muslim (blue),
corrected sum total (yellow)
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #061a, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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L.11 Order of sheets in the sale booklet (digitally altered image)




1.12 Blank sheets of sale booklet in daftar format before the scribe started to write (digitally
altered image)



1.13 Sale booklet in daftar format after the scribe had filled the first page (#061a, right)
(digitally altered image)



1.14 Sale booklet in daftar format after the scribe had filled all pages (digitally altered image)



1.15a Sheet number in sale booklet, sheet 2a
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #180a, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh

1.15b Sheet number in sale booklet, sheet 3a
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #532a, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh



1.16 Keeping track of payments in the sale booklet (sheet 3b): ‘received’ vertically written
across a name (blue), strikethrough (yellow), ‘weighted’ (green)
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #532b, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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number the twelve pages of the booklet — something none of its medieval users
would have done — page ten (#180Db, left) is the only page in the booklet that is
not filled to the bottom with text, but it breaks oft after three quarters of the
page. Page eleven and page twelve in turn are completely blank. Restoring the
booklet’s original shape has also solved two enigmatic signs in the document
that we had been unable to make sense of for a long time. In the top left
corner of the recto of sheet two (#180, the booklet’s ‘page four’) and sheet
three (#532, the booklet’s ‘page six’) we find symbols that are not linked to the
buyers’ names, the objects or the prices (see Plates I.15a, b). However, if we
put the sheets into the right order, it becomes apparent that they are numbers
that the scribe put on the sheets to indicate their order. The symbol on sheet
three can clearly be read as ‘3’, and we find the same numeral on other Haram
al-sharif documents.”

Using such a sheet-numbering system was important, as the sheets were
not sewn together but were instead simply nestled into each other. That the
sheets remained discrete items is evident from the subsequent list of receivables
#968 that lists eighty-five individuals, all of whom we find in the sale booklet.?®
This debtors’ list is in fact a condensed version of the sale booklet, and the
interesting bit is the order of the names in this list. They show that the writer
of #968 copied the names of the buyers and the total sums they owed from the
sale booklet. More precisely, the order of names shows that he first took sheet
#061 and copied all its names on recto and verso, then took the third sheet #532
and again copied all the names, and finally did the same for the second sheet
#180.” In other words, we see the logic of the three-sheet booklet as one unit,
but we also see that its sheets continued to be used as independent objects;
hence its scribe had been careful to indicate their order with sheet numbers.

Another subsequent estate-related document from the documentary network

%7 For instance, the symbol is on #077, which is connected to #306 (Little, Catalogue, 373/4). We
thank Daisy Livingston for drawing our attention to this document. Other examples include #773,
#774 and #775. It is interesting, furthermore, to note that the signs used for 2’ and ‘3 are identical
to those that we find on Saljuk coinage; cf. al-Husayni, al-Nugiid al-islamiya fi al-‘abd al-saljiki.
The sale booklet contains eighty-seven names and we believe that the two missing names were
simply left out by accident.
? The order of names in #968 compared to the booklet is: #061a, right/b, left/a, right; #532a, left/b,
right/b, left/a, right; #1804, left/b, right/b, left. The scribe of #793 also proceeded in the order
#061, #532 and #180 for listing the debtors.

28
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around the sale booklet, #793, is an accounts sheet with receivables, expenses
and payments that also contains a list of names, and here again we have a scribe
using the three sheets of the sale booklet separately rather than leafing through
them in the format of a booklet.

We now know that the three sheets belong together, so we must also ask
whether any sheets are missing. The possibility that our list is incomplete is
obviously very problematic if we are to make any statements about what books
Burhan al-Din owned. Ulrich Haarmann was troubled by this and suggested
that this document ‘conceivably [included] other sheets which are not now
extant’.”* However, it is clear by now that this is simply not the case. We have
seen that the booklet’s final pages are blank, showing that no further sheets
were used to register the sales during the auction. More important is the evi-
dence of the four accounts and lists linked to the sale. Here, we see that all the
individuals named are identifiable in the three sheets of the sale booklet. As we
have seen, all fifty-two payors in payment list #812, for instance, are identifi-
able in our three sheets. If there had been more sheets to the sale booklet, the
four accounts and lists of the documentary network around the sale booklet,
including #812, would have listed at least some names that we do not find on

our three sheets.
The Documentary Context of the Book List

Having established that the three sheets belonged together and that the book-
let has come down to us in its entirety, it is time to turn to the purpose of this
sale booklet and the objects it lists.** This question is particularly pertinent as
the Haram al-sharif documents have so far been mostly studied from a legal
perspective: Donald Little’s catalogue of the documents is organised accord-
ing to criteria of shurit literature and the study by Christian Miiller focuses
on judicial practice.”> Our sale booklet is not primarily a legal document,
and, rather, needs to be discussed from the perspective of social history. This

brings us back to the methodological point made above: presuming that this

** Haarmann, Library, 327/8.

31 The recent work by the Munich Arabic Papyrology Database on types of documents goes in
another direction, as it focuses on formal criteria and not on the documents’ functions. See for
instance Potthast, Diplomatik mamlitkischer Verwaltungsdokumente.

32 Little, Catalogue; Miller, Kadi und seine Zengen.
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list directly and unproblematically mirrors the household objects in Burhan
Din’s home would be a decontextualised reading of this list’s documentary
logic and thus misleading. We have to go back one step further: it is not only
that some objects were missing because Shirin had bought them, but, much
more importantly, this list is by its nature not an estate inventory listing all the
possessions of a deceased individual. There are many estate inventories in the
Haram al-sharif corpus on account of their massive presence in the investiga-
tion archive sub-corpus, but our sale booklet is not one of them.

Estate inventories constituted the first step in settling the deceased’s
estate and were drawn up either shortly before or soon after the individual
had died. The second step in this process was to divide the estate according to
the deceased’s will and the rules of Islamic law; the third step was to safeguard
the rights of those heirs who were not yet able to take ownership of their
share, children or absent heirs.® The estate archive of Burhan al-Din is mostly
concerned with the first step, but this step was far more complicated than just
drawing up an estate inventory. That there is no estate inventory for either
Burhan al-Din or al-Hamawi might be linked to the fact that their personal
and business affairs were simply too complicated to be compressed into one
single document.’* Consequently, the judge’s trustee, al-Adhra, embarked
on a lengthy process of drafting various documents to sort out their affairs. In
the case of Burhan al-Din, as we have seen, this period lasted five months and
we assume that this final point is the same moment that the deputy judge made
his revised (and so far as we know final) decision on the monthly maintenance
payments for Burhan al-Din’s children.*

At an early stage in the course of settling the estate, al-AdhraT also organ-
ised the sale of objects from Burhan al-Din’s household, and the following
chapter will look at this sale in more detail. Such sales were not unusual, and
we have several documents linked in one way or another to such estate sales in

the Haram al-sharif corpus. The principal aim of such sales was to facilitate the

33 For an expert discussion of estate-related procedures see Milller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, especially

389-466, and also Little, Documents Related to the Estates of a Merchant.

Muiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 434 underlines the fact that the absence of such inventories should
not necessarily be read as indicating that such documents were never produced, as we miss them in
several other cases as well.

3 #052/2and #111/2.

34
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division of the estate among those entitled to a share according to the Islamic
law of inheritance.* It is easier to divide cash than to quarrel over the value of
objects. The exact form of documents produced during the sale of an estate
depended on numerous factors, such as the individual scribe, the number of
items sold and the value of these items. In addition, scribes produced draft ver-
sions first and subsequently rewrote them into neater shape. We will examine
below how our booklet was positioned in this process of producing different
documents for a sale.

In the process of this sale, al-AdhraThad the document produced to which
we have designated the untechnical term ‘sale booklet’, but which in reality
might have had a much more precise function. In his handbook for notaries
from the ninth/fifteenth century, al-Asyati describes the process of settling
the estate as consisting of three stages that in turn entailed the production
of three different documents.’” One of these is the “7d document that, accord-
ing to his definition, was meant to list the sold objects, the buyers” names and
the total sums — all the elements that we find in our sale booklet. The only
element that we find is missing when comparing it with al-Asyati’s definition
is the names of the brokers.*

Our sale booklet does not carry a date, but evidence from other documents
indicates that the sale must have taken place in late 789/1387, one month after
Burhan al-Din’s death at most.”” Before conducting the auction, al-Adhraf
must have established which objects were actually part of the estate and which
belonged to other owners. This entailed, for example, taking Shirin’s sale con-
tract of household objects aimed at separating her belongings from Burhin
al-Din’s estate.*” This had a massive impact on what we see in this list. There
are few valuable household objects, such as the engraved copper bowls that
Shirin had bought; rather, we see a list of the leftovers. These include two glass
jars with copper casing that went for a quarter of a dirham, fans sold for half a

dirham, a chain, a stone and comb that together fetched two and a half dirhams,

3¢ Mdller, Kadi und seine Zengen, 429-34.

7 Al-Asyuti, Jawabir al-ugud, 459-63.

3 Al-Asyuti, Jawahir al-ngid, 462.

Payment list #812 must have been written on the day of the auction at the earliest. Al-AdhraT
started this list on 3.11.789/1387, slightly more than a month after the assumed death date of
Burhin al-Din in late Ramadan (ninth month).

40 #382 and #622.
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and two razors with a knife that went for three dirhams.*’ Among the more
valuable objects on sale, apart from the books, were Burhan al-Din’s garments
(his black fur overgarment fetched 133 dirhams and his blue overgarment sold
for 100 dirhams), wooden chests (at 160 dirhams the most expensive objects),
a sword for eighty dirhams and carpets that sold for seventy-five dirhams.*

If the household objects in the sale booklet are not representative of the
material world of Burhan al-Din’s household, what about the books? Can we
take the list as reflecting what books he actually owned? There is no evidence
to suggest that any previous transaction of books took place that was similar
to that of Shirin’s household objects. As such, a transaction would have had
a direct impact on settling Burhan al-Din’s estate, and we can expect that any
such document would have reached us via the estate archive that al-Adhra
built up. However, it has to be stressed that this sale booklet is not a legal
document. No one is named as issuing it, there is no date, and it is devoid
of the otherwise omnipresent witness signatures. This is, rather, an informal
list that al-AdhraT used for the practical purpose of settling Burhan al-Din’s
estate. Most importantly, the list does not give any indication of whether all
the books and objects owned by Burhan al-Din were put up for auction. There
is a fair chance that the heirs did not want to convert all his assets into cash and
decided to divide some of these books and objects among themselves as some
of them might have had particular emotional significance for the heirs. We do
not have any documents explaining who received what in the end, but this
possibility must be kept in mind.

However, even if we cannot necessarily take this as a complete list of all
the books Burhan al-Din owned, it is fair to assume that only a few books were
missing. Since what we see is a massive book collection with hundreds of books
and a value of more than 7,000 dirhams, it is highly unlikely that a significant
part of his library remains invisible to us. Moreover, the fact that this booklet
is not a legal document, such as a will, might actually even be advantageous.

As has been argued for the use of documents for English book history, wills

#! Jars: obj86; fans: obj15; chain/stone/comb: obj46; two razors/knife: obj80.
# Black overgarment: obj77; blue overgarment: obj56; wooden chests: obj3; sword: obj28; carpets:
0bj13, 18, 22, 64, 65, 69.
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are more difficult to use as inventories as they generally only list a selection of
books owned by the testator.*

The documentary context of the sale booklet is thus rather encouraging as
to its usefulness for understanding Burhan al-Din’s world of books. The three
sheets belong together, the list is complete, and the likelihood that a significant
number of books was taken out of the estate before the auction is low. The
next point to establish is that this list is not a transcription produced during
the auction itself. The list is very well and consistently organised, there are
hardly any corrections (the ‘transferred’ object mentioned above is one of the
few exceptions),* and the scribe knew exactly how many pages he would need.
If one makes a booklet of sheets stacked on top of each other, folds them in the
middle and runs out of space on the last page, it is impossible to add a further
sheet without this being evident in the order of pages. This booklet must thus
have been written after the auction drawing from an original ‘live’ transcript.
The layout of this (lost) draft transcript must have followed the course of the
auction and thus been organised by the lots on offer rather than the buyers,
like our sale booklet. This is how other lists of sales in the Haram al-sharif
corpus are indeed organised.” Our sale booklet must thus have been the result
of a scribe sitting down after the auction and calmly reorganising the list of lots
by buyer. This rewriting also reflected a fair degree of social engineering. It is
certainly not by chance that those who seem to come from the wider populace
are at the end of the protocol, such as a certain Aba Yazid al-‘Ajami (Buyer 80)
who spent three dirhams on a knife and two razors. By contrast, those who
carry the honorific titles of the scholarly, military and political elite (such as
shaykh, magarr and sayyidund) are at the top of the list.

We chose the name ‘sale booklet’ to emphasise that the core function

of this document was to serve accounting purposes.* Its scribe was a certain

# Harris, Role of Owners.

* Another mistake must have happened when the scribe copied the original ‘transcript’ of the auc-
tion. For entry ‘book 189 he erroneously first wrote ‘al-Majmii* li-Ibn’ before he realised his
mistake, crossed it out and wrote the correct ‘al-Luma li-Ibn Jinn?.

% For instance, #770/b.

“ Haarmann, Library, 328, interprets the list as a possible ‘first draft’, which is in our view emphati-
cally not the case, and describes it as ‘records of so/d objects’, which has to be refined in light of the
four accounts and lists linked to the sale (of which he was not aware). The sale booklet is thus at
best a record of ‘reservations’ as the respective sale was only concluded once the price was actually

paid.
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Muhammad (Ibn) ‘Asha, who is only known because he was at the same time
one of the buyers (Buyer 70). He identified himselt'in the list as ‘its scribe’,* and
he must have worked for al-AdhraT. He produced this clean booklet to keep
track of who owed how much and who had paid his dues in the weeks after the
sale. This is evident from two terms and numerous vertical strokes that were
added to the sale booklet at a later point. As we have seen, the sale booklet can
be read in conjunction with payment list #812, which simply lists the names of
the buyers and the amount they had actually paid. For instance, the first name
in #812 is Nasir al-Din al-Ghazawi, who paid 157 dirhams. We find this same
person in our sale booklet as Buyer 57, who is indeed registered after the auc-
tion as owing the sum total of 157 dirhams.* In the sale booklet — and now it
gets interesting — we see that his name has a vertical strikethrough (highlighted
in yellow in Plate 1.16) and in addition the term ‘gubida’ (‘received’) is verti-
cally written across the name (highlighted in blue in Plate 1.16). We observe
this phenomenon with forty-one buyers, though with some variation as we
find some names with the term ‘gubida’ and strikethrough (seventeen) and in
other cases only the term ‘gubida’ (eight) or only the strikethrough (sixteen).
These notes in the sale booklet on who paid his dues must have been added
with reference to payment list #812 as well as the three other accounts and lists
(see Chapter 8). The sale booklet must thus be read in conjunction with this
documentary network of accounts and lists to understand its documentary
features.

The sale booklet provides even more details on the payments. In the pro-
cess of keeping track of who had paid his dues, al-Adhra‘T also noted down
whether the individual’s payment had been settled in ‘weighted” dirhams by
writing another term, ‘wuzina’, close to the sum total of those who had paid
(highlighted in green in Plate I1.16). This shows that many buyers paid with
silver coins of irregular weight where the only chance to determine their value
was to weigh them — a standard feature of this period’s coinage systems.* It
is for this reason that ‘live’ transcripts of estate sales, including information

on the costs of the auction, often list the ‘money-changer’, whose expertise

7 #532a, right, 1. 10: “katibubu’.
48 #532b, left, 1. 1-3.
# On this issue for Egypt see Schultz, Monetary History.
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was required to determine the actual value of the coins of different weight
and purity that were handed over. However, since the Ayyubid period highly
regulated silver coins had also been in circulation in Bilad al-Sham, allowing
payments to be undertaken by counting coins rather than weighing.”® We
assume that those sums paid without the scribe noting down ‘wuzina’ refer to
payments in such regular coins.

That this list’s function was primarily situated in the world of accounting
is also evident from the few interlinear insertions that we find beyond the list’s
standard items (name of buyer, list of the objects bought, price of each object
and sum total). In one instance al-Adhra or one of his men noted the current
state of one of the buyers’ accounts, 265 [dirhams] received, 291 [dirhams]
outstanding’.>' In other instances it was noted that a third person had paid part
of the buyer’s sum total.>> Our sale booklet was thus neither an ad hoc tran-
script of the auction nor a legal document with an intended longer life cycle.

That the sale booklet is such an ‘in-between’ protocol has several conse-
quences for the information it contained. In contrast to legal documents the
list only needed to be comprehensible for al-Adhra‘, his scribe(s) and prob-
ably the deputy judge al-Sarfani, who seems to have supervised the settling
of the estate (apart from being Buyer 4). In consequence, the information on
many buyers’ identities was often recorded in a very condensed format that
was clearly only intended as an aide memoire for people al-AdhraT and his
men knew quite well. It was thus sufficient for them to identify an individual
only via his role in the process of settling the estate, such as ‘the guardian’
(‘al-Wasi’, Buyer 24). In the same way, books are identified in a very suc-
cinct way, often with not more than one single keyword, such as a/-Wasit
(book 102), even though there are numerous book titles with this keyword.
As will become evident in the following chapters, in many cases it is thus far
from straightforward to identify to what book a keyword refers and to what

individual a ‘name’ refers.

>0 Heidemann, Economic Growth and Currency.

U #061a, left, 1. 15-19 (Buyer 10, Burhin al-Din b. Qasim). The payment he made is indeed regis-
tered with ‘265 in #812 (here he is Payor 22) and #793.

52 #061a, left, 1. 6 (Buyer 8, al-Shaykh Burhan al-Din); #061b, right, 1. 11 (Buyer 11, Ibn al-Muhandis):
entry ‘book 101’; #5324, left, . 10 (Buyer 44, Zayn al-Din Ibn al-Naqib).
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The sale booklet also does not dig too deeply into more complex lots of
books. For five lots with a total of nineteen books the scribe simply mentions
that ‘incomplete/damaged books’ (kharm) are sold, but does not provide any
detail as to what these books might have been.>® This sale booklet produced for
accounting purposes also did not entice the scribe to describe in much detail
multiple-text or composite manuscripts, which he simply lists as ‘majmi >
In other cases he provided more detail, but these were again the bare minimum
that he needed to identify what was sold. He thus wrote that a majma‘ was
‘large’, or that it was written in “T'urkic language’, or that it pertained to specific
fields of knowledge such as lexicography and hadith.>® In the same vein, he was
perfectly fine with just noting the sale of ‘two books of medicine’ without any
indication of titles.’® Finally, the scribe mentioned rather laconically in several
instances after a title that the book contained further titles (wa-ghayrubu).””

Apart from its status as an in-between protocol, the second issue that
impacts on the scribe’s choice of what to include and what to leave out is that
this list was part of a much wider documentary network. We have the four
accounts and lists linked to the sale, and without these four documents the
sale booklet would have remained much more enigmatic. In addition, the four
accounts and lists give fascinating insights into how protracted and complex
it was for the trustee to chase the buyers up to actually pay their dues (see also
Chapter 8). This is not the place to give these additional documents the detailed
analysis they deserve, but it is important to briefly profile them. All these docu-
ments are lists of some kind and they are written in a highly informal way. Like
the sale booklets they do not carry any signatures; they were thus not written
as legal documents, but as informal paperwork to keep track of receivables,
payments and expenses incurred during the sale. They all look similar at first
glance, but closer analysis shows that they served different functions: #968 is
a condensed version of the booklet and was meant to give a crisp overview of
who owed how much; #812 was a payment list recording actual payments;

53 Book 95 (9 books), book 147 (1 book), book 164 (2 books), book 165 (3 books) and book 218
(9 books).

> Book 83, book 155, book 171 and book 255.

%> Large: book 154; Turkic: book 179; lexicography: book 79; badith: book 177.

¢ Book 140.

%7 For instance, book 136, book 162, book 163, book 212 and book 213.
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#800 is an account recording payments and expenses incurred during the sale
of the estate; and #793 is a second account that again registered payments and
expenses, but also listed receivables.

In addition to the four accounts and lists, there is one further case where
we see that the sale booklet was embedded in a much wider documentary
network. Al-AdhraT did not receive the sum owed by Burhan al-Din’s son
Mahmuad Kamal (Buyer 20) for his survival kit, fifty-six and a half dirhams, in
cash. Rather, al-AdhraT offset the sum, as we have seen, against the monthly
maintenance payment that Mahmad Kamal’s legal guardian received. In
consequence, we see this sum reflected in an entirely different document, the
acknowledgement deed that al-AdhraT issued for this purpose.®® The name of
Mahmid Kamal in the sale booklet, however, bears neither a strikethrough
nor the term ‘received’ that would have indicated that his dues were settled.
Nor is this payment registered in payment list #812 or the payment sections
on the accounts #793 and #800. Though we cannot explore this in any depth
here, the fact that a buyer sometimes pays part of the sum due by another
buyer indicates that further transactions took place in the background of the
sale booklet that are not visible to us. Any reading of this booklet thus always

has to factor in that it was part of such a wider documentary network.
Counting Books

The final step in this chapter is what might seem like a rather tiresome exercise,
namely counting books. This is crucial if we are to understand the documen-
tary logic of the sale booklet. This is much more than a bean-counting exercise,
it is a crucial step in getting a feel for the materiality of the texts in the library.
As much as the analysis of any archival corpus requires clarity on the differ-
ence between document, sheet and text, the analysis of a library demands that
terms such as ‘book’, ‘text’, ‘title’, ‘volume’, ‘codicological unit’ and so on are
used with precision. The reason this is so important is that each writer of a
document, and each author of a narrative text, had different preoccupations
and interests when talking about books. When translocating this conceptual
cacophony into our modern studies, we end up in a terminological quagmire

if we do not move beyond commonsensical categories such as ‘book’.

8 #106 (between Muharram and Rabi* 11 790/1388).
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In terms of counting books, there are three main methods of quantifica-
tion that can be given for a book collection on the basis of our sale booklet.
Firstly, the collection can be quantified according to ‘lots’, that is, either an
individual book or a group of books that were sold as a single lot in the auc-
tion (see Table 4.1). In the sale booklet each ‘lot’ carries its own price, for
example ‘The Classes of Koran Recitators, 16.25 Dirhams’, ‘nine incomplete
books, 19 Dirhams’ or ‘a knife and two razors, 3 Dirhams’.>® Burhan al-Din’s
book collection was sold in 273 book lots (in addition to the eighty-six lots of
household objects and one lot comprising one document). This is the easiest
number to establish, as it follows the logic of the sale booklet and is roughly
equivalent to what can be called ‘entry’ in other medieval book lists. Yet the
number of lots is not the only, nor necessarily the most helpful, number via
which to understand how many books Burhan al-Din’s library contained.

The second possibility is to quantify the collection according to ‘titles’,
that is counting the textual unit irrespective of lot (there can be more than one
title in a lot) and irrespective of the books’ materiality (‘codicological units’).
There are 292 titles in the sale booklet, but this number comes with caveats as
some of these titles are duplicates. More problematically, this number includes
266 ‘proper’ titles, but also those cases where the book(s) are only described
very generically, such as ‘majmsu° (multiple text or composite manuscript),
‘diwan’ (anthology of poetry), ‘tarikh’ (history) or even just ‘kitab kbarm’
(incomplete/damaged book). At the same time, the actual number of titles in
Burhan al-Din’s library was probably higher, as the multiple text or composite
manuscripts contained more than one title, and perhaps even dozens of titles.
This applies not only to those books explicitly labelled majmi in the booklet,
but also to the almost forty cases where the scribe mentions a title and then
simply puts a ‘wa-ghayrubu’ (‘and more still’) behind it.®* We estimate that
there were somewhere in the region of 350 titles in this library. Yet it is clear
that the sale booklet is less helpful on titles than other kind of book-related
documents. Its function for accounting purposes and its status as in-between

protocol meant the scribe had no reason to register the details of all titles in a

> Book 271, book 95 and obj80a/b.
% We depart here from Haarmann, Lzbrary, 330, who sees this term as a reference either to additional
titles or to additional books.
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given book. By contrast, the Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi book list written a century later
in Damascus shows that the scribe of a list written prior to the endowment of
his books had a far greater incentive to register multiple titles contained in one
single book.¢!

Finally, we can quantify a book collection in terms of ‘codicological units’,
that is, each physical object is counted irrespective of whether it is a stand-
alone unbound quire, a ‘proper’ one-volume book or one volume of a multi-
volume book. There are numerous lots with two titles in the sale booklet and
we consider these to be two distinct codicological units, not one book with
two texts. This is because several of these lots unequivocally show that the
scribe was registering distinct objects. In lot 98, for instance, the scribe first
mentions that the buyer acquired a multiple-text or composite manuscript
(majmi ) and then mentions title 98b, a/-Fasih, which was clearly not part of
the majma ‘. It has to be said that the sale booklet is not a rich source on the
number of codicological units as the scribe had little interest in the materiality
of the books that were sold. In most cases it is entirely unclear whether the title
refers to a single loose quire or a large multi-volume book.

How little material information we get from the sale booklet becomes
clearer when we compare it with another document from the Haram al-sharif
corpus, #652, which at first glance seems to be unrelated to the story of Burhan
al-Din and his books.®* This document was produced because an individual
named Burhan al-Din al-Qalqashandi had run into financial troubles. He thus
pledged several of his books to a certain Muhammad b. Muhammad, probably
as security for a loan. When Muhammad’s grandfather died an estate inven-
tory must have been prepared (we do not have this) and Muhammad made
sure to separate his property from that of his grandfather as they had been
living in one household. In this process of separating the property document
#652 was prepared, and this document also contains the list of the books that
al-Qalqashandi had pledged to secure the loan. Looking at this list — and we
return now to the issue of materiality — one gets the impression that complete
works were rather rare in the bookish world of medieval Jerusalem. There is
only the ‘first’ (volume?) of al-Bukharf’s history, the ‘second’ (volume?) of

' Hirschler, Monument.
¢ We thank Bashir Barakat for drawing our attention to the importance of this document.
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al-Amidr’s Abkam, the ‘fourth’ (part) of the Kifaya, the ‘second quarter’ of
al-Hawt’s Sharh, the ‘first’ (volume?) of Ibn Khallikan’s history, and so the list
goes on. In the case of document #652 there was a clear rationale for describing
the books’ materiality as the document was meant to carefully differentiate
between the property of Muhammad and that of his grandfather. By contrast,
in Burhan al-Din’s sale booklet there was little documentary logic in listing the
objects in much detail. Document #652 thus provides us in some sense with
the material details that are missing from the sale booklet. These details are
particularly relevant as the books described in this list come out of the immedi-
ate historical context of Burhin al-Din’s library: the previous year, the same
al-Qalqashandi attended the sale of Burhan al-Din’s estate library (he appears
in our sale booklet as Buyer 8) and bought three books as well as a robe of
honour.

On account of the function of the sale booklet being an in-between
protocol, reaching any certainty as to the number of codicological units in
Burhan al-Din’s library is thus difficult. This is compounded by the second
major problem in this regard, namely that we have not been able to identify
a single codex that actually was present in the library of Burhan al-Din (see
Chapter 7). In consequence, we do not have actual objects that would allow
us to understand how the scribe (Ibn) ‘Asha ‘translated’ the materiality of
books into the way he registered them in his sale booklet — evidence that has
been crucial in our previous work on book lists.*> However, when we consider
the information in the sale booklet and supplementary evidence, we arrive
at a number of approximately 350 codicological units. There are 273 book
lots, each containing at least one codicological unit. Seventeen lots have two
titles that we count, as stated above, as two different books, thus bringing
the number of codicological units to 290. Four lots contain ‘damaged books’
with the number in one lot ranging between two and nine, adding a further
nineteen codicological units so that the number stands at 319. To this we have
to add books that most likely consisted of more than one volume. For instance,
the most expensive book in the auction was Rawdat al-talibin wa-‘umdar
al-muftin by al-Nawawi (d. 676/1277) (book 43). Modern editions have up
to twelve volumes, and the hefty price of 305 dirhams, more than a third of

& Aljoumani, Maktaba madrasiya; Hirschler, Ashrafiya Library Catalogue; Hirschler, Monument.
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Table 4.1 The sale of Burbdn al-Din’s estate in numbers

Lots Titles Codicol. units
Books 273 mid-300s mid-300s
Objects 86
Document 1

what Burhan al-Din had paid for his house, makes it extremely likely that we
are looking here at a complete set of numerous volumes. Other books, such as
al-Bukhari’s a/-Sabib (one set sold for 260 dirhams (book 1) and another for
172 dirhams (book 46)) were also certainly multi-volume works. Yet the mate-
riality of the books provided by document #652 makes it unlikely that we have

too many multi-volume works, so that the estimate of around 350 is realistic.
Conclusion

This chapter has contextualised the sale booklet by looking at the archival
and documentary practices in which it was embedded. This has allowed us to
develop two principal arguments directly relevant to reading this list. Firstly,
this list is unique today, but that does not mean that comparable book col-
lections were rare. Jerusalem, like other towns and cities in the region, was
an urban society characterised by a high degree of literacy. We have seen how
pragmatic literacy was widespread and how, as a matter of course, even the
most mundane transactions were recorded in writing. One would thus have
expected more such lists to survive in the rich Haram al-sharif corpus, and
one might be tempted to see the uniqueness of our list as proof that Burhian
al-Din’s book collection itself was rather the exception. However, the archival
and documentary contexts show that this document was produced in very
specific circumstances: to settle a complicated estate. More importantly, this
document was preserved as part of a small estate archive, not as part of some
large Haram al-sharif corpus. The question is thus not why we do not have
more lists like this in the Haram al-sharif corpus, but rather why similar estate
archives have not survived (or have been identified).

The second main argument pertains to methodology. Book lists from
the pre-Ottoman period have come down us in different shapes. We have the

example of a library catalogue, of lists in endowment deeds, and a list written
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prior to the endowment of books.** To simply bundle these under the heading
‘book lists” is at some points a tactical necessity for pushing the field of Arabic-
script book and library studies forward (just as it was with the term ‘Mamluk’).
Yet this grouping is devoid of any analytical meaning as it sidelines the specific
documentary contexts in which they were produced and the impact these
contexts had on how the lists were written. A library catalogue intended for
long-term use as an aid to navigating the book shelves was evidently underlain
by very different documentary practices from those underpinning a document
written in the framework of the legal act of endowing books. Both, in turn,
follow very different sets of documentary logic from our in-between sale book-
let. Only when we pay due attention to these contexts can we understand what
has been included and what excluded, and why a specific ‘book list” takes its

own idiosyncratic form.

¢ Library catalogue: Hirschler, Ashrafiya Library Catalogue; endowment deeds: Liebrenz, Wagf of
a Physician; al-Nashshar, Tarikh al-maktabat; list written prior to the endowment of the books:
Hirschler, Monument.
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The Making and Unmaking of a
Prestige Library

n this chapter we finally turn to the library of Burhan al-Din itself and the
I trajectory of his books after their owner’s death. The chapter is based on
the two central ideas of the previous chapters, namely: the agency of Burhan
al-Din in carving out an increasingly comfortable social space with an ever-
growing number of positions and stipends in the last decade of his life, and
the documentary and archival logic of the sale booklet’s production and sur-
vival. The central argument of this chapter is that Burhan al-Din built up his
library to translate his increasing wealth and his new social status into a col-
lection of culturally prestigious objects, something that we will call a ‘prestige
library’. In this sense the collection must be read not only as a reflection of his
intellectual interests, but also as an object that was meant to do something.
The second strand of argumentation pursued here picks up and develops the
question of the survival of this unique document that we started to consider
in the previous chapters. Here we propose that while what has come down
to us of Burhan al-Din’s library, the sale booklet, is unique, it is unlikely
that his sizeable library was exceptional within the actual library landscape
of medieval Jerusalem and its rich topography of the written word. Burhin
al-Din’s books thus contribute an important dimension to our knowledge of
book culture beyond the realms of the political elite (‘palace library’), beyond
the world of scholarly organisations and beyond the world of scholarly elite
households. His book collection can not be labelled with generic descrip-
tors such as a ‘typical scholarly’ (or ‘Arab’ or ‘Mamluk’ or ‘Muslim’) library,
but this collection must be analysed and interpreted in its specific social and

cultural setting.
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In afirst step, the library’s size will be set in perspective in order to consider
how representative such a personal book collection was in eighth/fourteenth-
century Jerusalem. We will then discuss in what ways this considerable library
tulfilled the specific cultural and social function of a prestige library and how
this function was in turn reflected in the books’ profile. The intellectual profile
of this library will also be analysed to understand the reading interests of an
individual of some wealth who was neither part of the social elite of Jerusalem
nor of the town’s scholarly inner circle. In a final step, the chapter presents the
afterlife of the book collection and takes a brief look at how Burhan al-Din’s
books were sold at the auction, and the profile of the ‘auction community’
that came together for this event. This is crucial, because the sale booklet not
only gives us a unique snapshot of what books such an average individual
owned, but it provides us, via the auction community, with a wealth of data on
subsequent book ownership. More than sixty buyers purchased books from
Burhan al-Din’s estate, and it is thus possible to trace the next stage of owner-
ship in these books’ trajectories. Some went into the collections of well-known
scholars or members of the political elite, but in many other cases we see that
the next stage of these books’ trajectory was another household that again

remained below the radar of the narrative sources.
Numbers in Perspective

Whether we count Burhan al-Din’s book in terms of lots, titles or codicologi-
cal units, he undoubtedly owned a large and, as we will see in the following
chapter, valuable collection. To get a sense of proportion we can set this library
in relation to the other documented libraries from Bilad al-Sham. We now have
three documented book collections from this region. In addition to Burhan
al-Din’s library, there are the Ashrafiya library endowed in mid-seventh/
thirteenth-century Damascus and the library of the scholar Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi
from late ninth/fifteenth-century Damascus. The Ashrafiya library had some
2,000 books on its shelves whereas Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi owned a library with over
six hundred books (codicological units). The Ashrafiya functioned as a public
library and was set up by one of the city’s rulers, so that the large number of
books is not surprising. The library of Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, by contrast, was built
up in the home of a scholar, so it is understandable that its holding was smaller
than that of the Ashrafiya and its royal patron. At the same time, Ibn ‘Abd
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al-Hadi was a very active scholar who himself authored hundreds of books,
so that a substantial collection of over six hundred books fits his profile. It is
perfectly reasonable that Burhan al-Din, who was less central to the scholarly
world of his time and who never authored a book, had a smaller library.

These numbers show us that the quantitative dimension of book owner-
ship in the pre-Ottoman Arabic-speaking lands is much more modest than
the fantastic figures that we often find in narrative sources.' Even these more
modest numbers indicate that the towns and cities (and rural areas?) in the
region were highly bookish. With Burhan al-Din we are looking at a rather
average social and cultural world, but the number of books this average indi-
vidual was buying, owning and bequeathing is still staggering in a compara-
tive perspective, as we saw in the Introduction. This staggering number of
books brings us back to a question that we raised in the previous chapters
from the perspective of the document’s survival, that is, to what extent was
such a library typical of personal libraries in pre-Ottoman Jerusalem or even
wider Bilad al-Sham? Here the question is, more specifically, how its large
number of books sits within the overall landscape of the libraries owned by
individuals in Jerusalem. As far as the town’s Arabic libraries are concerned,
Bashir Barakat has written the best study of their history.” In particular he has
mined the rich Ottoman court registers to provide a fascinating overview of
the rich library landscape in Jerusalem during this period.’ Yet even in this
study traces of the pre-Ottoman periods are very faint, and it is evident how
little we actually know about issues such as owning, trading and collecting
books.*

However, in the Haram al-sharif corpus there are a further dozen docu-
ments that provide insights into the Arabic libraries of individuals in Jerusalem
that have hitherto not been discussed in scholarship. The main relevant point
coming out of them for our discussion is that the numbers of books in these
documents are substantially lower than what we see for Burhan al-Din. With

one exception there are always under twenty titles (or ‘volumes’ or ‘books’,

On this issue see Hirschler, Ashrafiya Library Catalogue.

Barakat, Tarikh al-maktabat al-arabiya.

3 Many of the relevant entries are reproduced in Ghosheh, Encyclopaedia Palestinnica, Vol. 16:
Manuscripts and Libraries in Palestine, 1516-1918.

Al-Uzbaki, Tarikh ma‘alim al-masjid al-Agsa lists many codices that once circulated in Jerusalem.
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depending on how the scribe of the respective document counted). We find a
slightly higher number in an informal protocol documenting the confiscation
of the estate of a certain Muhyi al-Din Yahya b. Husayn al-Turki.* This Muhyi
al-Din was the Shaykh of an otherwise unknown establishment called Zawiyat
Muhammad Bik,® where he also resided. His estate came into the focus of the
corrupt judge Sharaf al-Din.” Muhyi al-Din’s profile is strikingly similar to that
of Burhin al-Din: he too did not make his way into the narrative sources and
was linked to a rather marginal scholarly organisation, but he had clearly built
up some wealth. Among the items listed in the protocol are the contents of
Muhyi al-Din’s library. This is not a detailed list comparable to the sale booklet
for Burhan al-Din’s estate, but it has very useful numerical information on the
library, which is described as containing *34 scholarly books in large and small
volumes as well as quires’ in addition to a Koran in a leather case.®

That we do not find any other book collection in the Haram al-sharif doc-
uments comparable to that of Burhan al-Din in quantitative terms indicates
that we cannot present his library of over 300 titles as a straightforward exam-
ple of book ownership in Jerusalem in the medieval period. Yet, and here we
return to Chapter 3, we have to consider the archival logic of the sale booklet
and of Burhan al-Din’s estate archive at large. That the sale booklet is the only
surviving such document in the Haram al-sharif corpus does not necessarily
make it an outlier, but goes back to the fact that so few estate archives have
been preserved within the Haram al-sharif corpus. In consequence, Burhian
al-Din’s library is exceptional only within the source corpus that we have for
medieval Jerusalem — basically the Haram al-sharif documents.

That his library was not entirely unique is indicated by those documents
from the Haram al-sharif corpus that contain brief hints at book collections.

For instance, document #706 records a (probably confiscated) estate being

w

#178 (793/1391).

Al-Ulaymi, al-Uns al-jalil, 11, 43 calls it ‘al-Zawiya al-Muhammadiya’, located at the western wall
of the Haram close to Bib al-Nazir and endowed by a Muhammad Bak Zakariya al-Nasiri in
751/1350. This zawiya also appears in other Haram al-sharif documents not linked to Muhyi
al-Din such as #100, #206, #358, #429, #540, #643; see Muhammad, [jra %t jard al-mawarith
al-hashriya.

Muiiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 517-9. Other Haram al-sharif documents concerning him are
#210, #315, #719, #768.

8 #178a, left, . 14-17: ‘kutub 5lm mujalladar ma bayna kibar wa-sighar dda 34 wa-kararis’.

2N
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handed over to the men of Jamal al-Din Mahmuad, the major-domo of the
sultan in Cairo, who was systematically appropriating estates in Jerusalem
together with the town’s shady judge Sharaf al-Din.” Part of this estate was
‘the books left behind’, which does not imply a remarkable book collection.
However, Kyle Wynter-Stoner has shown that these were the books of the
personal library of Ibrahim ibn Jama‘a (d. 790/1388), a prominent scholar of
Jerusalem — books that constituted an important part of the famous library
that Jamal al-Din Mahmad endowed some months later in Cairo.'* What we
have here are thus some vague words hidden in a document that in reality refer
to what must have been a massive library. Document #706 is neither the actual
estate inventory nor a sale booklet, but if such a document existed and had
survived, we would have had a fascinating insight into another personal library
of Jerusalem that existed during the lifetime of Burhan al-Din.

To what extent Burhan al-Din’s library was exceptional within the his-
torical topography of personal libraries in the town is thus a question that the
Haram al-sharif corpus simply does not allow us to settle. Nonetheless, the sale
of Burhin al-Din’s estate allows us at least to get some sense of the bookish
world beyond the silence of the sources. When we look at the post-Burhin
al-Din trajectory of his books, we will see that some of the buyers left the
auction with a number of books far greater than the low numbers that we find
in those few Haram al-sharif documents that give insights into individuals’
Arabic libraries in Jerusalem. These books most likely joined other books in
their new homes and in some cases formed libraries with one hundred books
at least. Yet none of these new libraries is in any way evident in the Haram
al-sharif documents. The example of Burhan al-Din’s books and their trajec-
tories thus already indicates the rich world of personal libraries in a town such
as Jerusalem in this period — a world which systematically stayed below the
radar of the narrative sources, but for which we also have a systematic loss of
documents.

The silence of the sources goes beyond the narrative texts and the docu-
ments associated with book ownership. In Chapter 7 we will discuss our

efforts to track down the actual codices that had once been in Burhin al-Din’s

° Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 439, 519-20.
1% Kyle Wynter-Stoner’s Ph.D. project at the University of Chicago.



THE MAKING AND UNMAKING OF APRESTIGE LIBRARY [ 137

library. The frustrating result (we did not find a single codex) is probably
also down to the fact that book owners such as Burhian al-Din did not tend
to put ownership notes on their books in this period. This means that one
of the most important methods for writing the history of the Arabic-script
book, analysing manuscript notes, might be of very limited usefulness for
writing the history of individuals’ libraries in the pre-Ottoman period. In
other words, without the survival of this sale booklet there would not have
been any other way of knowing of the existence of Burhan al-Din’s books.
That this library is a lone star in the dark sky of book history is not because
other large-scale non-elite libraries did not exist. On the contrary: many such
stars once shone brightly, but have vanished from sight with the silence of the

sources and the loss of documents.
Burhian al-Din’s Prestige Library

That Burhin al-Din’s library was part of a wider topography of comparable
libraries brings us to its very purpose. This takes us back to Chapter 1, which
argued that the catch-all term ‘scholar’ is of limited analytical usefulness in
writing a social history. In the same vein, to label libraries ‘scholarly libraries’
will also not get us very far in writing the history of the Arabic book. For
instance, the library of Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi in Damascus was as much a ‘schol-
arly library’ as that of Burhan al-Din, yet they fulfilled two distinct functions.
In the case of Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi we are looking at a scholar’s working library,
an ‘author library’, so to say, and also a library that was meant to monumen-
talise a bygone era of scholarship — a library that was carefully built up in the
course of his life and that he intensively used.' Burhan al-Din, by contrast,
probably never authored a work; he spent most of his career without owning
any books, and only had the financial means to acquire books towards the
end of his life. To frame his book collection simply in terms of ‘the library
of a ... scholar’? is thus of limited usefulness for understanding the radical

differences between library projects such as those of Burhan al-Din and Ibn

‘Abd al-Hadi.

"' Hirschler, Monument. For Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadr’s scholarly oeuvre see Aljoumani and Hirschler,
Mu’allafat Yasuf' b. Hasan Ibn ‘Abd al-Hads.
> Haarmann, Library.
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As much as Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi’s library fulfilled a specific cultural and social
function, building a monument, so did Burhan al-Din’s library. We argue that
the function of this library was that of a ‘prestige library’ in the sense that it
was part of an assemblage of material objects well beyond books that Burhan
al-Din acquired in the last decade of his life in parallel to him moving closer to
the elite. We have seen that Burhan al-Din’s life changed substantially in his
last ten years, once he had established himself in the endowment landscape
of Jerusalem and successfully offered recitation/intercessory prayer packages
to peripheral officers. It was during this time that he bought a home so as to
translate his new social status into more luxurious housing, moved closer to
the social elite through his marriage to Shirin, and accumulated belongings
worth ten times the price of an above-average house in Jerusalem. For instance,
clothing sold at the auction alone fetched more than 530 dirhams, including
expensive items such as the black fur overgarment that went for 133 dirhams."
The list of these items shows an individual who certainly had the means to pro-
ject his new social status: two pieces of headgear, seven overgarments in various
colours, a woollen garment, a garment in ‘upper Egyptian’ style, a white robe
of honour, two robes, two long robes and a garment described as ‘wide’ that
we know little else about.*

It is within this context of increasing wealth that Burhan al-Din also pur-
chased his books. As much as he transformed his material world with regard
to housing and clothing, books started to enter his house in larger numbers.
How crucial books were in displaying cultural and social status is something
that is not visible from the sale booklet by itself, and here the narrative texts
are far superior. The way they describe book ownership and the anecdotes
they use to illustrate this show to what extent books were a crucial marker
of cultural and social elite status.”® This is shown wonderfully for the third/

ninth century by Beatrice Gruendler and for the period closer to Burhin

13 Obj77.

Headgear: obj71 and obj53; overgarments in various colours (mi%zar, mallitata and farjiya):

obj11, obj36, 0bjS2, obj56, 0bj57, obj70 and obj77; woollen garment: obj40; garment in upper

Egyptian style: 0bj29; white robe of honour: obj9; two robes: objS1 and 0bj60; two long robes:

obj12 and obj38; wide garment: obj34.

15 Liebrenz, Curions Readers, 411 analyses the library of Sa‘di b. Isa b. Amir Khan (d. 945/1539) asa
‘vehicle for ... the representation of [his] learned and cultured self”.
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al-Din by Doris Behrens-Abouseif, who quotes a statement by a prominent
judge in the late ninth/fifteenth century that he regarded himself as being a
privileged man because he had not only a fine home but also a library of 1,000
select bound books.®

The case of Burhan al-Din was arguably similar; as much as his house
and clothing were meant to project his new social status, so were the books
that gradually started to form his prestige library. The books in this library
must have been impressive and they must have gained a reputation within
Jerusalem. The fact that the auction community encompassed some one hun-
dred persons from different social backgrounds, as we will see below, indicates
that Burhan al-Din must have built up a library that was noticed. In that sense,
Burhan al-Din’s project was successful, as his display of increasing wealth via
upscale housing, luxurious clothing and his prestige library must have come
to the notice of his contemporaries. Arguably, Burhan al-Din made sure that
his prestige library had some visibility in his house. Obviously, we do not have
any direct indication of where his books were placed within his house, but
the sale booklet offers some clues. It lists among his possessions two kbaza’in
(obj19 and obj43) that were most likely linked to the storage of books. The
term khizgana is widely used in the period’s narrative sources and documents
when talking about storing books."” It covers a wide range of meanings stretch-
ing from library to library room to bookcase; it is often difficult to pin down
what exactly it refers to."® In our sale booklet the term obviously does not
refer to the abstract notion of a ‘library’ or a ‘library room’, but to concrete
objects, bookcases. These two cases sold for quite substantial prices, thirty-six
and forty-one dirhams, and it is highly likely that Burhan al-Din used them to
store and display his books.

To store books in cases was linked not only to the prestige function of the
library, but also to practical concerns. Smaller book collections could easily be
stored in the chests (sandiiq, pl. sanddig) described in narrative sources.” This

is confirmed by the few documentary glimpses that we get into book storage

=

¢ Gruendler, Rise of the Arabic Book and Behrens-Abouseif, Book in Mamluk Egypt and Syria, 151.
7 Behrens-Abouseif, Book in Mamluk Egypt and Syria.

$ Hirschler, Ashrafiya Library Catalogue, 87/8.

? Hirschler, Ashrafiya Library Catalogue, 86-8.
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in other houses of Jerusalem in this period. In the Haram al-sharif documents
we find a mention in the protocol of the confiscation of Muhyi al-Din’s estate
in which two chests ‘to store the scholarly books’ are noted.”” While storage
in chests was certainly possible for Muhyi al-Din’s thirty-odd books, it was
hardly an option for Burhan al-Din’s collection with well over 300 codicologi-
cal units. Although he also owned two chests (obj3), it is much more likely that
these books were proudly displayed in the bookcases. This is especially likely
as previous work on book storage in pre-Ottoman Bilad al-Sham has shown
that books held in a ‘public’ library were definitely stored on shelves (probably
bookcases). Bookcases are also the default option for portraying book storage
in the best set of medieval depictions that we have of libraries, the illustrations
of al-Harir?’s Magamat >

The term ‘prestige library’ is not meant to reduce the meaning of Burhan
al-Din’s books to mere tools for displaying wealth and to reduce the signifi-
cance of his library to nothing but a site of material prestige. There is no
question that these books had multiple meanings for Burhin al-Din and he
certainly engaged with them in other ways than displaying them as markers of
social and cultural status. Most importantly, this collection certainly was also
a scholarly resource for him. However, this professional function should not
be overstated: for most of his life Burhan al-Din simply had very few books in
his house and this absence of books did not pose any problem for his profes-
sional activities. His field of professional specialisation, recitation, could be
pursued without him having access to a large number of written texts. The
texts he recited, especially the Koran and hadith, were texts that he often knew
by heart or for which personal notebooks were sufficient. As we have seen,
Burhan al-Din was probably also not an author of books, and this sets him
clearly apart from Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi and his scholarly working library. For this
scholar-author, who authored hundreds of books, it was essential to have a
reference library. While Burhan al-Din’s library thus had a scholarly bent to it,

its main function lay rather in its prestige.

2 #178a, right, line 19/23: zawj sanadiq ... wastaniya judad wada'a fiha kutub al-5lm’.
' Hirschler, Ashrafiya Library Catalogue. See Liebrenz, Curious Readers for a discussion of an early
Ottoman-period illustration.
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The Profile of a Prestige Library

That Burhan al-Din’s books had a very strong prestige element to them does
not mean that they were a random collection of pieces for showing off. Rather,
his library clearly reflected his professional world as a reciter and contained
the thematic subjects that interested a book owner and reader such as Burhan
al-Din. As the following discussion will show, his book collection was very
closely aligned to his professional profile, with, most importantly, books linked
to recitation taking a prime place.

In methodological terms, we have established the thematic profile of
Burhan al-Din’s library by relying on the titles as given in the sale booklet. This
method of exclusively relying on short titles has its pitfalls, as the booklet does
not provide any further indication of the subject. This is very different from
the Ashrafiya catalogue where the thematic subject was one of the organis-
ing principles and where a short title thus always comes alongside a thematic
context. Our sale booklet, by contrast, is a document of accountancy, not of
bookmanship, and it is organised by buyers. Exclusively relying on short titles
is fraught with further difficulties because we have not been able to identify
any actual books that were once displayed on Burhan al-Din’s bookcases. This
is very different from the case of Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadr’s endowment list where a
large number of books could be identified so that it was possible to externally
verify the thematic profiles of the short titles in his list.

The following discussion is based on thematic categories that we have
ascribed to these works. That such an exercise is problematic is well-known in
historical library studies® and we want to highlight three caveats in particular.
Firstly, in many cases the title provided in the sale booklet is so generic that it is
impossible to identify with any degree of certainty which book is meant. This
goes, for instance, for entries such as ‘majms#° (multiple-text or composite
manuscript), which can refer to any topic or title, and for entries such as a/-
Madkbal (The Introduction), which can refer to numerous different books.
The second challenge is that some texts have not come down to us and are not
known from other sources. In consequence, any thematic ascription would

be based on the (fragmentary) title alone and is thus far from self-evident and

** Liebrenz, Rifa ya ans Damaskus, 80—4; Krimsti, Lives and Afterlives, 203.
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Table 5.1 Thematic categories in Burban al-Din’s library

Thematic category No. of titles Percentage Average price (dirhams)
Koran 40 18.5 20
badith 36 16.5 51.5
fightusil al-figh 23 10.5 32.5
history 21 9.5 26.5
sufsm 15 7 33,5
sermons/paraenesis 14 6.5 17.5
grammar 14 6.5 24
poetry 11 S 17.5
adab 10 4.5 19
devotion 9 4 52.5

Note: Calculated on the basis of those 219 titles to which a thematic category could be ascribed;
percentages have been rounded to the nearest .5.

often simply impossible. Thirdly, reducing the thematic breadth of works into
one single term is an inexact science, as many works are encyclopaedic or at
least highly heterogeneous. Despite these caveats such thematic categories are
helpful as heuristic tools for understanding in broad brush-strokes what fields
a collection covered. In the case of Burhan al-Din’s library it was possible to
ascribe a thematic category to some 82 per cent of all titles,” which is fairly
close to the number of titles to which a thematic category could be ascribed in
the Ibn “‘Abd al-Hadi library (87 per cent).

The most prominent subject in the library of Burhan al-Din are books
linked to the Koran; with forty titles this subject has a hefty share of 18 per cent.
This might seem self-evident in a Muslim-context library, but a look at the
comparator libraries shows that this is not the case. The share in Burhin
al-Din’s library is outstandingly high when compared to that in the Ashrafiya
library (2.5 per cent) or the Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi library (1.5 per cent). This high
percentage certainly goes back to Burhan al-Din’s main field of professional
activity, Koran recitation. Fifteen of these titles are texts on various aspects
linked to the study of the Koran, such as exegesis and, obviously, recitation.
Yet the bulk of the entries in this category are the Koran itself.

# Calculated on the basis of the 266 *proper’ titles, of which 219 can be matched with a thematic
category.
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However, in many cases the objects themselves were not very impres-
sive. There were numerous incomplete Korans and these went for rather
low prices. The overall average price for a book (irrespective of number of
texts and volumes) at the auction was twenty-seven dirhams. That the prices
for what must have been very fragmentary Korans started at two dirhams
(book 126) puts them thus at the very bottom of the price range, and the
vast majority went for below-average prices, mostly for fewer than twenty
dirhams. This phenomenon is similar to the case of incomplete Bibles for
which we also find very low prices in the Geniza book lists.** In the case of
the Koran one gets the impression of the working library of a reciter, rather
than a collector’s prestige library containing lavish exemplars with exquisite
paper, impressive bindings and so on. As Burhan al-Din was required to recite
specific sections from the Koran in his recitations it might be that these ‘frag-
mentary’ Korans were de facto booklets serving recitation purposes. The low
value of these fragmentary Korans suggests that Burhan al-Din bought at
least some of the cheaper copies in earlier periods of his life and that books
linked to the Koran had, at least in part, an existence independent from the
prestige function of the library. However, we do also find copies of the Koran
that must have been quite lavish objects, such as a Koran sold for seventy-
two dirhams (book 108). Overall, within the upper tier of luxurious books in
Burhin al-Din’s library, the Koran did not have such a special place and even
the copy sold for seventy-two dirhams only made it to rank twelve of the most
expensive books.

The field of hadith was a very close second among Burhin al-Din’s books,
with thirty-six titles or 16.5 per cent. Again, this might seem self-evident for a
‘Muslim’ library, but the two comparator libraries give a very different picture:
in the Ashrafiya library the field of badith was, with 3 per cent, at the very
margins; in the Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi library the vast majority of titles belonged
to it (62.5 per cent). The latter is easily explained by the fact that Ibn ‘Abd
al-Hadr’s main (and for many years exclusive) field of scholarly activity was
that of hadith. This was definitely not the case for Burhan al-Din, who was

neither engaged in scholarly badith transmission nor hadith interpretation.

* Olszowy, Cheap Books, 84/5.



144 | OWNING BOOKS AND PRESERVING DOCUMENTS

That hadith still came in second place in his library is linked to his professional
profile as a reciter of mi‘ad sessions that included ritual recitations of hadith.>

When looking at the titles of hadith in the Burhan al-Din library in more
detail, it is striking that one specific form of engagement with the reports on
the Prophet’s sayings and deeds is missing: post-canonical badith transmis-
sion. This is the exact opposite of Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi’s library, which was, in its
textual configuration and its material form, first and foremost a monument to
this line of scholarship.* There were thus hardly any of the booklets typical of
this line of hadith transmission in Burhan al-Din’s bookcases, such as mu jam
or mashyakbha (presenting an author’s shortest and most prized chains of
transmission) or, most importantly, booklets with collections of forty baditbs.
There are only two titles that clearly belonged to post-canonical hadith schol-
arship.”” This near-complete absence of post-canonical hadith booklets might
be linked to the fact that this line of scholarship was, as far as we know, heavily
centred on the hanbali milieu of Damascus, especially the Maqdisi family.” It
might be that for a community such as the shifi 7 madhbab in Jerusalem, to
which Burhan al-Din belonged, these booklets never played a central role in
their scholarly outlook and scholarly practices — or, alternatively, that they had
fallen out of fashion by the late eighth/fourteenth century.

Rather weakly represented in Burhin al-Din’s library is another line of
bhadith scholarship that had its heyday in the ninth/fifteenth century in Bilad
al-Sham and Egypt, badith commentary, with only two titles.”” While the
absence of post-canonical badith booklets might be explained by madhhab
afhliation, this does not work for the field of hadith commentary, where shaf: 7
scholars were particularly active. The low number of commentaries in Burhan
al-Din’s library is thus another indicator that his interest focused on the recita-
tion of the texts themselves rather than on other forms of scholarly engage-
ment. If Burhan al-Din had an interest in badith he most likely turned to the
primer for hadith studies by Ibn al-Salah (d. 643/1245) (book 224). This work

N

> #026 and #002.

Hirschler, Monument, especially 50-9. On the development of hadith scholarship in this period
see Davidson, Carrying on the Tradition.

¥ Book 110 (al-Musalsalar) and book 252 (al-Arbain al-Wad aniya).

28 Hirschler, Monument.

? Blecher, Said the Prophet of God.

)
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had become enormously popular in Egypt and Bilad al-Sham at this point and
it is no surprise that Burhan al-Din had it in his house.*

What we do find on Burhian al-Din’s bookcases are the ‘canonical’ hadith
collections, especially the sabibs by al-Bukhari (d. 256/870) and Muslim
(d. 261/875) as well as the Muwatta’ by Malik b. Anas (d. 179/796). Around
half of the badith titles are linked to these works if we add ‘derivative’ works,
such as summaries of these collections. That these foundational texts are part
of his library might once again seem self-evident. However, it is striking that
they are so poorly represented in Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadt’s library even though this
library was stacked from top to bottom with books from the field of hadith.
The presence of these collections in Burhan al-Din’s house can thus not simply
be explained by this being a ‘Muslim library” or a ‘scholar’s library’. Rather,
this was exactly the material that was relevant for recitation sessions and thus
of high relevance for this specific book collection.

With the books of badith we also enter a world of rather splendid objects
as these works must have been very impressive in material terms. Several of
these large-scale padith collections came in several hefty volumes and it is thus
not surprising that the field of badith had the second highest price average
among the titles sold at the auction of Burhan al-Din’s books. We find six
badith titles among the ten most expensive books sold over the two days,’
including copies of al-Bukhari’s Szhibh in second and third place. As they sold
for 260 and 172 dirhams they, and similarly expensive works, were the ideal
objects to put on display in the bookcases of a prestige library.

Another splendid object brings us to Islamic law, which comes in third
place among thematic fields, with twenty-three titles or 10.5 per cent. Here
we find al-Rawda by al-Nawawi, the massive flagship of shafi7 law at this
point. This book went for 305 dirhams, while the average price for a book
was twenty-seven dirhams at this auction. Selling for more than a third of
the price of Burhin al-Din’s above-average house, this was certainly the finest
object that he had in his prestige library. In terms of intellectual profile, his
books in this field did not focus on the abstract issues of szl al-figh, that is,

the question of what sources are permissible and what methodology should

30 Gharaibeh, Sociology of Commentarial Literature.
31 Books 1, 46, 150, 151, 222, 236.
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be applied to extrapolate rules from these sources. There are only two titles
in this field.** Rather, Burhan al-Din’s interest was in applied law, and here it
quite clearly shows that he was strongly affiliated with the shafi 7 madhbab, to
which sixteen of the titles belonged. Three other titles were on hanafi law and
a single title on maliki law. The prices for law books other than al-Nawawi’s
al-Rawda were rather modest and the majority sold for under twenty dirhams.

With the next field, history, we return to books that contained the texts
Burhan al-Din needed when narrating the stories of the virtuous (‘hikayat
al-salibin’) as he was also required to do during his mi‘ad sessions.*® Books
linked to this field take fourth rank with twenty-one titles or 9.5 per cent. That
these books’ profile was closely linked to Burhan al-Din’s recitation activities is
also evident from the fact that contemporaneous works were absent. Rather,
those from the early Islamic period and those concerned with Jerusalem
dominate. Among those on early Islamic history are works on early Muslim
expansion (Futih al-Sham and Futih Misr) and biographies of leading figures
(Mandqib Umar and Fada’il al-a’imma), but biographies of the Prophet
Muhammad («/-Sira) are the largest group.** By contrast, there is not a single
historical title authored during the period of the Cairo Sultanate. Yet a slight
local flavour is discernible with a book on the Merits of Jerusalem (Fada’il
al-Quds) and the biography of Salah al-Din by Ibn Shaddad (d. 632/1235).%
The prices of historical books were average and none of them fetched more
than fifty dirhams.

Another source for stories of the virtuous were the books linked with
sifism that come in fifth place with fifteen titles or 7 per cent. These books
clearly show that Burhan al-Din was very much at home in the world of szfr
practices and ideas, and we have seen that he was affiliated with the Salahiya
Khangih. As Ulrich Haarmann has already shown, here we find several ‘clas-
sics’ such as al-Ri‘aya by al-Muhasibi (d. 243/857), the Risalat by al-Qushayri
(d. 465/1072) and Qiit al-qulib by al-Makki (d. 386/998). There are also
authors closer to Burhan al-Din’s age such as a/-Futihat by Ibn al-‘Arabi

32 Books 115aand 115b.

3 #026 and #002.

3 Books 217, 248 and 57, 12 and 80, 141, 211, 240a.
% Books 13 and 49.

¢ Haarmann, Library, 331. Books 40, 195, 245.
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(d. 638/1240) and two copies of ‘Awarif al-ma%rif by al-Suhrawardi
(d. 632/1234).% It is noteworthy that the Rzsalat by al-Qushayri was the most
popular work in individuals’ book collections in medieval Jerusalem. In addi-
tion to Burhan al-Din’s library we find it in three other homes documented
within the Haram al-sharif corpus.®® Its concise combination of manual and
biographical work seemingly made it a must-have. The prices for books on
sifism were slightly above average and we again find copies that certainly took
a prominent place in this prestige library. Among them are the two copies of
the handbook Awarif al-ma‘arif, which sold for seventy dirhams apiece and
must have been impressive material objects.

One of the two thematic categories that come in joint sixth place are books
with sermons in the field of paraenesis. This group of books is also closely
related to Burhan al-Din’s mi%d sessions, where such material was highly
relevant. In this field we find six titles by Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200), who was
undoubtedly one of the most popular authors in this field.”” There were even
two copies of Ibn al-Jawzl’s compendium on model sermons, a/-Tabsira, in
Burhan al-Din’s library. The prices for books in this field were, together with
those for works of poetry, at the very bottom end of the price range.

As areciter Burhan al-Din also had a sustained interest in grammar, which
we also find ranked sixth. Among the fourteen books in this field of knowl-
edge we find standard works such as a/-A/frya by Ibn Malik (d. 672/1274),
three copies of a/-Fasih by Tha‘lab (d. 291/904) and a/-Luma* by Ibn Jinni
(d. 392/1002).*° Commentaries were more numerous, and we find five com-
mentaries on Ibn Malik’s A/f1ya alone, including Sharh al-Alfiya by Ahmad
al-Qudsi Ibn al-Rassas (d. 790/1388-9).*" The prices for grammatical books
were slightly below average and few of them went for more than thirty dir-
hams. There were copies that sold for higher prices and that clearly fitted the
materiality of a prestige library, such as a commentary on al-Zamakhshari’s
Mufassal for seventy dithams.*

37 Books 161, 104/106.

38 #652, #768 and #939.

¥ Books 75, 120, 134, 212, 216, 220.
% Books 181b, 68/98b/166, 189.

41 Books 113, 199, 227, 228, 253.

“ Book 226.
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The ‘thematic’ fields of poetry (eleven titles) and adab (ten titles) are
ranked eighth and ninth respectively. With a combined 9.5 per cent they fall
well above the ratio of such titles in the Ibn “Abd al-Hadi library (3.4 per cent),
but far below the Ashrafiya library, which had the astonishingly high ratio of
49.5 per cent of titles in these two fields. In Burhan al-Din’s library we find,
unsurprisingly, three copies of the bestseller among adab works in this period,
the Magdmar by al-Hariri (d. 516/1122), as well as the anthology Zahr
al-ddab by al-Husri (d. 413/1022).* Among the poetic works we find classics
such as two copies of the Diwdn of al-Mutanabbi (d. 354/955), but also more
contemporary collections such as those by Ibn al-Wardi (d. 749/1349) and Ibn
Nubata (d. 768/1366).** What is striking is that these titles all fetched rather
modest prices and that the fields of adab and poetry (together with sermons)
are at the lower end of average prices. While illustrated copies of al-Hariri’s
Magdmat belong to the top tiers of Arabic bookmanship, the three copies on
Burhan al-Din’s bookcases must have been much more modest objects as they
sold for below-average prices, between fifteen and eighteen dirhams.

The last field to be mentioned, in tenth place, is again closely linked to
Burhian al-Din’s activities as reciter of mi4d sessions — devotional texts dedi-
cated to the Prophet Muhammad, with nine books. What stands out in this
group is that one single text, al-Shifa’ bi-ta‘rif hugiq al-Mustafa by al-Qadi
Tyad b. Masa al-Yahsubi (d. 544/1149), was held in three copies, clearly
reflecting this work’s enormous popularity.* In this group are also three books
described as Mawalid, that is on the Prophet’s birth.* The books in this field
certainly fitted the prestige library profile of this collection as they have the
highest price average. One of the copies of the Shifa’ sold for 171 dirhams,
a fifth of the price of Burhan al-Din’s house, and must have been splendidly
decorated.”” The two other copies must have also been beautiful objects as they

sold for seventy-four and seventy-one-and-a-half dithams respectively.*

# Books 26, 194, 267 and S1.
“ Books 132,133 and 71, 58.
% Books 4, 169 and 230.

4 Books 59, 61 and 243.

4 Book 4.

“ Books 169 and 230.
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All other fields of knowledge are represented in Burhan al-Din’s library,
with five books or fewer, including theology with five titles or 2.5 per cent.
This field was clearly not a major concern for Burhan al-Din and this figure
matches the low ratios of theology in the Ashrafiya library (2.5 per cent) and
the Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi library (4 per cent). Fields such as medicine (two titles),
logic (two titles), lettrism (one title) and oneiromancy (one title) were of rather
marginal importance for Burhan al-Din as well.

However, even among these marginal fields there are some interesting phe-
nomena. For instance, political thought had some minor traction, with four
entries. It is noteworthy that these were in fact only two titles, but each was
held in two copies. These titles were Adab al-dunyi wa-al-din by al-Mawardi
(d. 450/1058) and Siraj al-mulak by Muhammad b. al-Walid al-Turtashi
(d. 520/1126?).” From the documented book collections it is evident that the
Sirdj was popular in Bilad al-Sham as we also find two copies on the shelves of
the Ashrafiya library.** In addition, we again see the Sz747 coming up in the few
other book-related documents in the Haram al-sharif. We have seen above the
informal protocol documenting the confiscation of the estate of Muhyi al-Din
mentioning thirty-four books.>" In that document no book titles were men-
tioned, but thankfully we also have an account of the sale of this estate.>* This
account (see Table 6.3) shows that Muhyi al-Din also had the Sz74j among his
books.

From this discussion of the intellectual profile of Burhan al-Din’s books
and their prices it is clear that this library has its very own story to tell. It is to
a large extent a library that reflected the professional profile of a reciter, and
one that is deeply shaped by its function as a prestige library. The comparisons
with the Ashrafiya and the Ibn “‘Abd al-Hadi libraries from Bilad al-Sham show
how wildly different libraries in one region can look and how inappropriate

b

sweeping categories such as ‘Muslim library’, ‘Mamluk library’ or ‘scholarly
library’ are for analytical purposes.
There are several aspects that these three libraries share and that are worth

emphasising because of their repercussions on how we see the Arabic-Muslim

% Books 25/41 and 119/153.

0 Hirschler, Ashrafiya Library Catalogue, entries 559 and 1571.
S 4178 (793/1391).

52 #768(793/1391).
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Figure 5.1 Burhan al-Din’s library, chronological distribution of datable works by
hijri century (according to author’s death date)

written tradition. The first of these shared characteristics concerns the
chronological distribution of the titles of Burhian al-Din’s library according
to when they were authored (Figure 5.1). Here we see that the immediate
past of Burhan al-Din, the eighth/fourteenth century, plays a very limited
role, with four titles.”® By contrast, the seventh/thirteenth and the sixth/
twelfth centuries are very strongly represented, with thirty-two and thirty-
three titles respectively. After that we have a very steep decline in numbers
for the fifth/eleventh century (fourteen), the fourth/tenth century (ten), the
third/ninth century (thirteen) and the second/eighth century (three). This
chronological distribution is very similar to what we see in earlier Damascene
libraries, such as the Ashrafiya library, and Damascene personal book collec-
tions, such as those discussed by Colette Establet and Jean-Paul Pascual.>* It
is particularly noteworthy that what had once been called ‘classical age’ in our
field of study, the first centuries of the h7jri calendar, play a very modest role.
Owners of libraries were much more interested in those works produced in

the two to three centuries prior to the foundation of the library in question

>3 The following discussion is based on those 109 titles for which an author with known life dates
could be proposed.
>4 Hirschler, Ashrafiya Library Catalogue, 111; Establet and Pascual, Les livres des gens, 154/5.



THE MAKING AND UNMAKING OF APRESTIGE LIBRARY [ 1§51

Table 5.2 Most popular authors (by entry) in Burban al-Din’s library

Author Death date No. of entries
1 Ibn al-Jawzi 597/1200 8
2 Fakhr al-Din al-Riazi 606/1210 5
2 al-Nawawi 676/1277 5
2 al-Ghazali 505/1111 5
5 al-Bukhari 256/870 4
6 Razin al-‘Abdari 524/1129 or 535/1140 3
6 al-Hariri 516/1122 3
6 al-Qadi Tyad 544/1149 3
6 Tha‘lab 291/904 3

than they were in what increasingly became codified as ‘classical’ works from
the nineteenth century onwards.”

This chronological distribution is also evident when we look at the popu-
larity of authors in Burhan al-Din’s library measured by the number of books
that represent them on his shelves (see Table 5.2). The most popular author
(with eight entries) is Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200), whose sermons are particu-
larly well-represented.>® It has to be underlined that Ibn al-Jawzi also ranked
highly in the other documented libraries from Bilad al-Shaim (fifth most
popular author in the Ashrafiya library; thirty-one entries in the Ibn ‘Abd
al-Hadilibrary). The next group of authors in Burhan al-Din’s library are those
with five titles and they include Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606/1210)° as well as
al-Nawawi (d. 676/1277).>® Those who are absent are those authors whom we
consider today as ‘classical’, such as the jurisprudent and historian al-Tabari
(d. 310/923) or the belletrist al-Jahiz (d. 255/868). We do not find any of their
books in Burhan al-Din’s bookcases, on the shelves of the Ashrafiya library or
in the library of Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi.

A second commonality of the three libraries that is worth mentioning for

its relevance for modern-day perceptions of the past concerns their regional

%> For the most innovative account of the process of defining classics in the late nineteenth and early

twentieth centuries, see El Shamsy, Rediscovering the Islamic Classics.
¢ Books 57, 72,75, 120, 134, 212, 216, 220.
7 Books 52, 53, 115a, 115b, 246.
8 Books 7, 11, 43,197, 231.
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profile. Those few books authored close to Burhin al-Din’s lifetime tend to be
books from Jerusalem. Among the five books authored closest to his lifetime,
three were definitely by scholars of Jerusalem. These were Ahmad al-Qudsi
Ibn al-Rassas (d. 790/1388-9), Khalil b. Kaykaldi (d. 761/1359) and Ahmad
b. ‘Abd al-Rahmain al-Maqdisi (d. 697/1298).> This strongly regional profile
goes hand in hand with those of the Ashrafiya library catalogue and the Ibn
‘Abd al-Hadi collection, where we find a similar regional bent. This in turn
brings up Shahab Ahmed’s analysis of the bibliography of a work written
in sixth/twelfth-century Bukhara, which also showed a heavily regionalised
profile of the recent works. Virtually all of the books cited that were written
in the previous 200 years came from the surrounding area.®” The picture that
we get from documented book collections in Bilad al-Sham, and elsewhere, is
thus not indicative of a highly connected and highly mobile scholarly world.
This picture, in turn, is confirmed by Maxim Romanov’s quantitative analysis
of biographical compendia, which demonstrates that the idea of a closely con-
nected trans-regional scholarly world is much more complex than previously
assumed.®!

A final point that these libraries share is that the world of libraries in medi-
eval Bilad al-Sham was a rather monolingual one. The Ashrafiya had at least
forty-four Persian titles (2 per cent of the overall collection), but this number
was directly linked to one of its patrons’ Persianate background. By contrast, in
the Ibn “‘Abd al-Hadi library all of the titles were without exception in Arabic.
The almost exclusive world of Arabic books in Damascus also did not fun-
damentally change in the Ottoman period, at least not in personal libraries.*
In the library of Burhan al-Din we find at least a Turkic (z#rki) composite or
multiple-text manuscript (book 179) and potentially two Persian titles (book
85 and book 178). All these titles sold for below-average prices, the composite
or multiple-text manuscript for as little as nine dirhams.

Despite the three shared features with the other documented pre-Ottoman

libraries from Bilad al-Sham in terms of chronology, region and language, the

*? Tbn al-Rassis: cf. book 228; al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 218; Khalil: cf. book 38; al-Ulaymi,
al-Uns al-jalil, 11, 164; al-Maqdist: cf. book 100; al-Dhahabi, Térikh al-islam, 691-700, p. 317.

© Ahmed, Mapping the World, 24-43.

¢t Romanov, After the Classical World.

¢ Establet and Pascual, Les livres des gens, 155/6.
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really outstanding point is the extent to which Burhan al-Din’s library has its
own story. Its books were thematically closely connected to his professional
interests and they indicate little shared ground with the other two libraries
in terms of thematic profiles. Even the ratio of fields such as Koran or hadith
can be worlds apart, depending on the specific social and cultural context in
which such a library was placed. In particular, the specificity of each library
also needs to be considered when analysing the libraries’ functions in order not
to end up with blunt terms such as ‘scholarly library’. True, Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadt’s
library was the working library of a scholar, but its really unique feature was its
function as a bookish monument to a glorious past of scholarship (in the eyes
of its builder). In the same vein, the library of Burhan al-Din reflected his pro-
fessional interest (though it is much less clear to what extent this really was a
working library). The salient function of this library was at any rate something
very different, that is, ownership of a library commensurate with the owner’s

increasing social status, a library to be seen and a library to be displayed.
The Post-Burhin al-Din Trajectory of his Books

The aim of Burhan al-Din to build up a prestige library commensurate with
his professional success was arguably achieved, as it must have had a certain
reputation within Jerusalem. This is evident from the large crowd that its sale
attracted: the list names eighty-seven buyers and there were certainly further
onlookers and bystanders who did not buy anything and thus remain invisible
to us. To this we can add those who ran the auction and of whose presence
we know from the accounts: the trustee and his men, the broker(s), notary
witnesses,” those arranging the books, those carrying them, and so on. As
we are looking at roughly one hundred participants, it probably helped that
Burhan al-Din’s house had the luxury of a courtyard to accommodate this
crowd. The estate was sold in 360 lots (273 book lots, eighty-six lots of house-
hold objects and one lot with a document), and one can imagine how long it
must have taken to conclude the proceedings. This probably explains why the
auxiliary expenses also include costs for candles, seemingly to continue the

auction after darkness had fallen. On top of that the accounts mention that

¢ #800b, left, . 6.
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some costs were incurred on the ‘second day’, clearly showing that this auction
did not conclude on a single day.**

The auction community that came together during these two days to
outbid each other for items from Burhin al-Din’s household and books
from his prestige library were a colourful crowd of different social groups.
There were members of the military and political elites such as Muhammad
al-NasirT (Buyer 2), most likely a prominent officer and vice-regent (24 %b
al-saltana), who also acted as supervisor of the endowments in the Hijaz
and invested in the pious topography of Jerusalem. There was also al-Sayfi
Bulat (Buyer 3), most likely an officer who belonged to the household of
Jamail al-Din Mahmad, the major-domo of the Sultan and accomplice of
shady Sharat al-Din, the town’s judge. Among those attending the auction we
also find members of the city’s judiciary, especially judges and deputy judges
such as the shafi 7 deputy judge al-Sarfani (Buyer 4), his maternal uncle and
shafi7 judge Badr al-Din Ibn Makki (Buyer 14), and the banafz scholar and
short-term deputy judge of Jerusalem Nasir al-Din al-Ghazzi (Buyer 57). Not
only those holding the central positions in the judiciary were in attendance,
but the most famous scholars of the town as well, such as Ibn al-Muhandis
(d. 803-4/1401-2) (Buyer 11).

Apart from these members of the political, social and cultural elites, there
are also many individuals who cannot be identified in any narrative or docu-
mentary sources. We can thus only place them in society via the information
we get from the sale booklet itself, the names with which they are designated.
The modest amounts they spent indicate some distance from the political
and scholarly inner circles of the town. A certain “‘Umar Zajjaj (Buyer 17),
for instance, whose name indicates that his profession was that of a glazier,
only bought one item at the auction. Muhammad al-Sakakini (Buyer 39),
who most likely dealt in knives or sharpened them, went home with a copper
vessel, a chain, a (sharpening?) stone and a comb. Further down we see other
buyers who seem to have come from rather modest backgrounds and many of
whom were small-scale buyers. The auction community that assembled for
the sale of Burhan al-Din’s estate was thus not only impressively large, but also
represented a cross-section of the town’s male Muslim population.

¢ #800b, left, . 2-6.
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Those members of the auction community who belonged to the elite
formed a closely knit group in many ways. It would be a step too far to present
here the numerous ways in which these individuals were related or profession-
ally connected. Yet even from the few documents linked to this sale we see
numerous connections between them. When the buyers had to pay for their
purchases in the days following the auction, they used this opportunity to
settle other financial obligations that must have existed among them. Buyer 6,
‘Ala’ al-Din Ibn al-Nagqib, thus paid twenty dirhams of the 1,295 dirhams that
Buyer 11, Ibn al-Muhandis, had to pay.®® Al-Sayfi Bulat (Buyer 3), in turn,
contributed four dirhams to the fifty-two dirhams Buyer 7, al-Qalqashandj,
was asked to pay.*

The members of the auction community are of outstanding importance
for this study on book culture in medieval Jerusalem. That we have so many
names in the sale booklet of Burhan al-Din’s estate provides a rare opportu-
nity to follow trajectories of books, to get a glimpse into dozens of additional
homes and to get to know dozens of further book owners in Jerusalem in the
eighth/fourteenth century. This information is so relevant because the library
of Burhan al-Din disappeared with the death of its owner. Libraries such as
that of Burhin al-Din were fleeting affairs that have left little trace, but this sale
booklet documents one of those moments when such a library and its books
became visible. For endowed libraries we have longer periods of stability, and
one of the most outstanding cases is Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi’s library. This monu-
ment had a long life cycle and most of its books are still in Damascus today,
still standing or lying next to each other on the shelves of the National Library.
This is in stark contrast to the library of Burhan al-Din and other personal
libraries that underwent regular reconfigurations in quick succession. For the
longest stretches of their life cycles books remain hidden from our eyes, but
they become visible when they move: when they enter a library, when they are
endowed, when they are sold, when they are bequeathed, and so on. Burhin
al-Din’s books were only one part of a vast stock of books that continuously
moved through a town such as Jerusalem and were constantly reconfigured

in new collections and found new homes. The exceptional beauty of the sale

¢ #061b, right, 1. 11 (see book 101).
¢ #061a, left, 1. 11.
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booklet is thus that it gives an insight not only into Burhan al-Din’s library,
but also into the subsequent trajectories of his books.

Among the eighty-seven buyers who attended the auction twenty are
not of further interest for the history of the book as they exclusively bought
objects other than books.®” These include numerous individuals who are not
identifiable in any other sources, such as Aba Yazid al-‘Ajami (Buyer 80),
perhaps a migrant from the East, who spent three dirhams on a knife and two
razors or Ibn Sharwin (Buyer 86), who went home with two glass jars with
copper casing for a quarter of a dirham. Some had clearly come to restock their
household, such as a certain Husayn al-Halabi (Buyer 40), who spent eleven
and a half dirhams on a bathing bucket, a copper vessel and a candlestick. In
other cases, the professional background is apparent, such as Shihab al-Din
Ahmad al-Kutubi (Buyer 29), whose name indicates that he was producing
and/or trading in books. He acquired three pen boxes, a bookcase and several
pen knives for just under seven dirhams. In this group of buyers who did
not acquire books, we thus clearly get a better view of those members of the
auction community who did not belong to the town’s political and military
elites. We also see some identifiable individuals focusing on objects other than
books. Shihab al-Din Ahmad al-Misri (Buyer 68) was a notary witness in
Jerusalem from 789/1387 onwards, but also 7mam and intermittently head
of the treasury (wakil bayt al-mal) from 795/1392 onwards. He spent more
than fifty-one dirhams on a writing case, a comb box, a parchment scroll, a
scutcher and an expensive carpet. A deputy judge, Shams al-Din Muhammad
al-Karaki (Buyer 28), spent fifty dithams on a blue overgarment, but did not
buy any books.

Among the sixty-seven buyers who bought books, we have been able to
identify thirty-two. When identification was possible this was either because
narrative sources mention the individual (especially al-“Ulaymi’s chronicle of
Jerusalem) or because the buyer is mentioned in other Haram al-sharif docu-
ments (especially from the Burhan al-Din corpus). Ulrich Haarmann was not
able to identify any buyers, and this was down to the fact that he was only
focusing on the sale booklet and was not working with the four accounts and

¢ Buyers 27, 28, 29, 31, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 47, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86.
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lists of the documentary network around the sale booklet (Chapter 8).°* These
documents yielded crucial additional information on many individuals, espe-
cially further parts of their name not mentioned in the sale booklet, which
clarified the readings of several names that would have otherwise remained
too tentative for us to venture an identification. That the vast majority of
these individuals are not named in any narrative source should not come as a
surprise. If more sale booklets from estate auctions had been preserved from
Jerusalem in this period, we certainly would have found Burhin al-Din as a
buyer of books, but trying to identify him via narrative sources would have
been as unsuccesstul as it was for many of the buyers in the sale of his estate.

The most important aspect of the post-Burhan al-Din trajectories of his
books is that they went into the ownership of sixty-seven individuals — a strong
indicator of how widespread book ownership must have been in a town such
as Jerusalem. Among those buyers we find some who went home with dozens
of books and others who purchased a single book. In this regard, the small-scale
buyers are of particular interest as they perhaps show that books also moved
into homes with very few books. At the auction, the buyers purchasing books
spent 131 dirhams on average, and we define ‘small-scale’ as those spending
less than half of this sum, that is fewer than sixty-five dirhams. According to
this definition there were thirty-one small-scale buyers at the auction. These
included non-identified individuals such as Shams al-Din al-Ttnisi (Buyer
30), who bought one incomplete book for three and a half dirhams. ‘Abd
al-Rahman b. Ahmad al-Ghazzi (Buyer 65), whom we only know as notary
witness from other Haram al-sharif documents, spent nine and a half dirhams
on one book. The mamlik of a peripheral official, Taghri W-r-m-sh (Buyer
73), spent just over twenty dirhams on a book and two wooden stools. Among
the small-scale buyers we have also identified scholars, such as Burhan al-Din
Ibrahim al-‘Arrabi (Buyer 33), who spent twelve dirhams on one part of an
exegetical work that most likely joined a book collection in his home.

On the other side of the spectrum, we find individuals who must have

been very well-oft and could spend lavishly at such an auction. The top buyer

¢ Haarmann, Library, 329: “The available narrative sources have so far yielded no information on
these fourteen men, nor on the thirty-five and thirty-nine names given in documents 180 and 532
respectively.’
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was the Jerusalemite panbali scholar Ibn al-Muhandis (d. 803/4-1401/2)
(Buyer 11), who spent 1,295 dirhams on fifty-six books (and some small pieces
of furniture). The numerous books that he bought at this auction alone con-
stitute a considerable library, and in this case we see how a wealthy scholar
was expanding his large library. The books were not to stay in his home for
long; narrative sources write of him that, while ‘he acquired many booklets
(ajz4’) and books’, ‘after his death his books were dispersed despite their large
number’.®” Among those spending larger sums on books were also the judges
and deputy judges whom we have seen above, such as the shif: 7 deputy judge
al-Sarfani (Buyer 4), who spent 194 dirhams on nine books, his maternal uncle
and shafi7 judge Badr al-Din Ibn Makki (Buyer 14), who spent 180-and-a-
quarter dithams on four books (in addition to a carpet, a bookcase and a cook-
ing pot), and the hanafi scholar and short-term deputy judge of Jerusalem
Nasir al-Din al-Ghazzi (Buyer 57), who spent 157 dirhams on three books, and
so on. Apart from the scholarly elite, the members of the town’s military and
political elite were also eagerly buying books. Muhammad al-Nasiri (Buyer 2),
most likely a prominent officer, spent 466 dirhams on eleven books (and a
small table). Al-Sayfi Bulat (Buyer 3), most likely an officer of the household
of Jamal al-Din Mahmad, spent 346 dirhams on ten books (in addition to
household items).

The limited data of the sale booklet also offers some insights into the
profiles of the new libraries into which Burhan al-Din’s books moved. For
instance, al-Sayfl Bulat’s books — very fittingly — do not suggest an individual
deeply steeped in scholarly debates. Among the ten books he bought, five were
(more or less complete) copies of the Koran, in addition to a prayer book
without a title, a poetic diwan without a title, a multiple-text or composite
manuscript without a title and an unidentified work with the title Selection.
The only identifiable book that went into his ownership was the hanafi law
compendium 7he Summary.” The most expensive item he bought was not
a book, but two chests™ — perhaps this officer was looking for an appropriate
way to store or transport a modest book collection.

¢ Al-Sakhawi, Daw’, 11, 86.
70 Books 14-22.
71 Obj3 for 160 dirhams.
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In contrast to the ‘general reader’ profile of this officer, the auction’s top
buyer, the scholar Ibn al-Muhandis, took the chance to buy across virtually all
scholarly fields represented in Burhan al-Din’s library, including the only books
on lettrism and oneiromancy, one of only two books each on medicine and
logic, but also numerous books in the fields of hadith, lexicography, poetry,
sifism, theology, law and so on. The scholarly buyer Nasir al-Din al-Ghazzi
(Buyer 57) took a difterent approach. He only bought three books, but he had
a clear idea what he wanted for his library. All three books were commentaries
on grammatical works, one on al-Zamakhshar’s a/-Mufassal and two on Ibn
Malik’s al-Alfrya.””

The sale of Burhin al-Din’s estate thus offers a rare chance to see numerous
books on the move through the urban topography of Jerusalem. Map 5.1 visu-
alises what happened. The solid arrows and circles symbolise those books that
went with identifiable, and thus relatively prominent, owners into new librar-
ies. The dotted arrows and circles, by contrast, refer to those books that went
into the libraries of unidentified, and thus socially less prominent, owners. It
goes without saying that we obviously do not know where the buyers really
lived, as such beautiful estate archives as are extant for Burhian al-Din have
not been preserved for them. The main point of this map is to highlight the
role of the buyers indicated with dots. The solid arrows and circles are what
one would have expected, book owners belonging to military, political and
scholarly elites (or at least being close to them) with probably rather large book
collections. The dotted arrows and circles denote a bookish world outside such
large libraries, showing rather that book ownership was widely spread across
the town. The social position of those who owned books thus ranged from
the town’s scholarly and military elite in the centre to numerous individuals at
a great distance from the centre who never made it into the historical record
apart from their brief appearance in this sale booklet.

The sale booklet allows us to follow the books into the next stage of
their life cycles, but we do not know what happened to the books after they
reached the homes of the new owners. Did the new owners bequeath their
collection to a family member, did they endow some or all of the books into

an organisation of learning (such as a madrasa), did they sell them before

72 Books 226-8.
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Map 5.1 Trajectories of Burhin al-Din’s books after the auction (solid arrows/circles: libraries
of identifiable new owners, dotted arrows/circles: libraries of unidentified new owners);

based on Burgoyne, Mamluk Jerusalem, 34 (Fig. 1, © Kenyon Institute [British School of
Archaeology in Jerusalem])

they died, or were the books again auctioned to settle their estates? Wherever
they went, many of them should have been mentioned in the paper trail that
the respective transaction triggered, but we have not found documents that
would help us understand the further trajectories of these books. Almost all
of these books have thus vanished from sight, and there are very few excep-

tions where we are able to see some of them at a further stage of their life cycle,



THE MAKING AND UNMAKING OF APRESTIGE LIBRARY [ 161

such as the previously discussed document #652. Here books are named that
a certain Burhan al-Din al-Qalqashandi had to pledge as security for a loan.
Al-Qalqashandi had attended the sale of Burhan al-Din’s estate library as
Buyer 8 and it is very likely that Burhan al-Din’s books were also pledged to
secure the loans. Their stay in the new library of al-Qalqashandi was thus a
very short one and beyond this short episode they are also no longer traceable.
In the case of Ibn al-Muhandis (Buyer 11) we have seen that his library was
also dispersed after a short period.

The impression that we get from the snapshot provided by our sale book-
let and other Haram al-sharif documents is thus one of a town where numer-
ous books rapidly moved across the urban trajectory at dizzying speed. This
mobility of books is certainly in no way unique to Jerusalem, and research on
trajectories of books in other medieval collections has shown rapid changes of
ownership often occurring every few years.” In our case the households were
spread across the urban topography of Jerusalem and spread across the town’s
social groups. In the previous chapters we have argued that the large number
of documents that were produced for the most mundane transactions indi-
cates a high rate of pragmatic literacy in Jerusalem. The high number of books
circulating in Jerusalem at high speed also supports this argument and suggests
that considerable rates of literacy must have existed that allowed numerous
individuals to engage with books and documents.

Apart from the wide distribution of literacy, the spread of books across
Jerusalem’s urban topography indicates that the map of its learned places, its
lieux de savoir, goes well beyond the learned organisations and households
of the scholarly elites. Rather, the network of book culture had many more
nodes where books were stored and read. The problem is that these nodes
were so fleeting and left so few traces in the sources. What is missing so far for
Jerusalem is one of those pre-Ottoman Arabic Muslim book collections that
has survived to some degree as one corpus, that is, a collection that has had
a reasonably stable trajectory over the past centuries — or that can at least be
reconstituted. There are some rare cases where we are able to do this, and one
of them is the personal library of Ibrahim ibn Jama‘a (d. 790/1388) mentioned

73 Hirschler, Monument, 101/2.
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above. Ibrahim died just a year after Burhan al-Din and he was also closely
connected to Jerusalem. After his death Ibrihim ibn Jamai‘a’s massive book
collection ended up (via his son Muhibb al-Din) in the ownership of Jamal
al-Din Mahmauad, who, as we have seen, was one of the most prominent officers
of his time and an accomplice of Sharaf al-Din in misappropriating estates in
Jerusalem. Jamail al-Din Mahmad endowed his books to the Cairene madrasa
that he had set up, and these books moved in the following centuries again to
numerous libraries. Kyle Wynter-Stoner identified the extant books that once
were in the library of Jamal al-Din Mahmad and thus also those that once were
in the library of Ibrahim ibn Jami‘a. Another example of a personal library
with a reasonably stable trajectory is that of Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadyi, of which many
books are still in Damascus today.” In both cases it is evident that these collec-
tions went through an endowment and that this moment was crucial for their
preservation until now. The case of Burhan al-Din is so special because it was
not linked to a moment of endowment, so that we have here a rare snapshot of

a very fleeting personal library and its afterlife.
Conclusion

The discussion of Burhan al-Din’s library has shown the crucial role of personal
libraries in the mobilisation and distribution of books in urban topographies.
To have a document on an estate auction is particularly important as personal
ownership could be so short-lived and libraries such short stages in the life
cycles of books. To endow books certainly did not mean to immobilise them
(that only remained theory), but it certainly gave book collections a higher
chance of a more stable trajectory. The thousands and thousands of cases
where books were mobilised in the pre-Ottoman period via estate auctions,
by contrast, are effectively impossible to reconstruct on the basis of the avail-
able sources. The sale booklet of Burhin al-Din (and the documents linked to
the auction) has given a unique glimpse into a moment when the book became
an object on the move, and thus a rare insight into the period’s book culture.
The documents produced at such moments give us a snapshot of the rapid

movements of books across the urban topography of a town such as Jerusalem.

74 Hirschler, Monument.
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The rapidity of these movements is particularly clear in the case of Burhan
al-Din, who only owned these books for a short period of time. They quickly
moved with their new owners into new homes, new streets, new quarters and,
in some cases, new towns and cities.

The moment when these books show up in Burhan al-Din’s home is a
particularly fleeting moment of no more than ten years in many cases. His
increasing success as a reciter in Jerusalem and his ability to identify new
patrons allowed him to build up an impressive prestige library with outstand-
ingly expensive books in a short period of time. There is no information on
where he purchased his books, but it is highly likely that previous sales of
estate libraries were occasions when his buyers met Burhan al-Din in the
last decade of his life. Over these years he built up a prestige library com-
mensurate with his new social and cultural status that contained what must
have been gems of Arabic book culture, such as the copy of a/-Rawda by
al-Nawawi and several other multi-volume works. There is no doubt that
this library, with its focus on mi‘ad-related topics, reflected Burhan al-Din’s
professional profile, but to label it a scholarly library would be too broad and
too narrow at the same time. It would be too broad because Burhan al-Din
did not use this library in the context of teaching, participating in scholarly
circles or authoring books. He did not perform such activities, and his book
collection certainly served purposes other than the libraries of the scholars
who taught in madrasas, held judgeships or authored books. At the same
time the label would be too narrow as it does not catch the library’s prestige
function, a function that has hitherto been mainly associated with court
libraries.

After moving into new homes, these books may have started to serve dif-
ferent functions. In the home of Ibn al-Muhandis they came into a scholarly
library whose bibliophile owner was a scholar of considerable standing. In
other homes they certainly retained their primary status as objects of prestige.
Each of the new sixty-seven book collections into which Burhan al-Din’s went
had its own story and would deserve its own analysis if we had the required
sources. We have hardly any information on what happened to these books in
the next decades or centuries and what different book collections they joined
in the course of their life cycles. What we can see via the sale booklet is the

astonishingly wide distribution of book ownership in Jerusalem during this



164 | OWNING BOOKS AND PRESERVING DOCUMENTS

period. If we add to this what we saw in Chapter 3, the wide distribution
of substantial documentary collection right across the urban topography of
Jerusalem, there is little doubt that many members of its society were inti-
mately connected with the written word — whether in the shape of documents

or the form of books.



Book Prices

n the preceding chapters we have seen to what extent pragmatic and bookish

literacy permeated the topography of a town such as Jerusalem. This diffu-
sion of the written word in the shape of ever-present documents and a large
number of personal libraries outside endowed organisations and elite house-
holds was neatly exemplified by Burhan al-Din’s estate archive, his prestige
library and the subsequent trajectories of his books. His library not only con-
tained many books, as we have seen, but was also a very valuable collection in
monetary terms. In this chapter we turn to the book prices, the final aspect that
makes the sale booklet such a fascinating source. These prices are of outstand-
ing importance because previously we had only very patchy evidence of book
prices for the pre-Ottoman period. The auction of Burhan al-Din’s books, by
contrast, provides prices for 274 books for one single town within two days —
quantitative book data that is uniquely concentrated.'

To continue our literacy argument from the previous chapters, we will
take this data to analyse the social accessibility of books and to gauge the finan-
cial means necessary to participate in the world of books as book owner or even
as patron of a substantial personal library. Thus far we have approached this
question with a focus on book owners with a relatively modest social position.
This approach was, on the one hand, via the professional biography of Burhan
al-Din as a multiple part-time reciter, and on the other, via the subsequent
trajectory of his books. Here we saw that his books went into numerous house-
holds across the urban topography of Jerusalem and that individuals from

different social groups were among the buyers. In this chapter we move away

' On another case of well-documented book prices see Déroche, de Castilla and Tahali, Les ivres du
sultan, 1, 95-109.
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from the social profiles of book owners and will, rather, zoom in on the actual
book prices. We will thus ask to what extent the information on these prices
provides a more systematic insight into what social groups were actually able
to own books in late eighth/fourteenth-century Jerusalem. In the end, this
discussion comes down to the (seemingly simple) question of how expensive
books were in late medieval Jerusalem.

This discussion is not just a simple matter of analysing unproblematic
quantitative data. Precisely because previous discussions of pre-Ottoman book
prices have not been fully satisfactory, this chapter will also deal with two
major methodological issues, which might be labelled ‘meaning’ and ‘reading’.
‘Meaning’ refers to the question of how to interpret quantitative data on book
prices and whether broader conclusions can be drawn from different sets of
data. ‘Reading’, in turn, refers to a question that might seem at first glance
rather pedestrian, namely how to read the numerals that we find in late medi-
eval documentary sources. As will become evident, this is far from a banal
question, as we find in the sale document — and in many other documents
and texts produced by notary witnesses — an intricate notation system that
has hitherto not even been given a satisfactory name. In contrast to previous
scholarship, which has labelled this notation system ‘séyiga’ script, we suggest
that we are here dealing with ‘Arabic documentary numerals’.

Really an Auction? And Where?

The economy of the book in the medieval period has not yet been at the centre
of scholarship on the Arabic lands, though many studies have touched upon it
in passing. Doris Behrens-Abouseif has been important in trying to push the
field in this direction and Maya Shatzmiller has attempted to trace the develop-
ment of book prices — an issue to which we return below.” In consequence,
the question of where exactly books were traded within the urban topogra-
phy (as well as outside towns and cities) remains rather poorly explored. The
economy of the book certainly rested to a large extent on the actual book
market, about which we have a decent amount of knowledge for cities such as

* Behrens-Abouseif, Book in Mamluk Egypt and Syria; Shatzmiller, Adoption of Paper.
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Cairo and Damascus.’ Here, the warrag (stationers) and the kutubiyiin (book
dealers) not only traded books, but also produced them. No book market has
yet been identified for Jerusalem during the medieval period and even for the
Ottoman period our knowledge is very limited.* Our main narrative source
for pre-Ottoman Jerusalem, al-‘Ulaym®’s a/-Uns al-jalil, shows the author’s
great interest in documents and archival collections, but little to no interest
in the book trade or book ownership. In the same vein, we have not found a
single reference to a book market in the entire corpus of the Haram al-sharif
documents. The absence of a market in the currently available sources certainly
does not mean that there was no specialised book market in the town — there is
a very fair chance that future scholarship will identify one.

Atany rate, what we want to suggest here is that the field might have been
fixated on the market as the physical space where books were traded during
the pre-Ottoman period. As an alternative it might be more useful to look at
other mechanisms that show how quickly books changed hands, as we saw
in the case of Burhin al-Din, and how book collections were thus regularly
reconfigured. One of these mechanisms, and arguably a very important one,
was the sale (generally by auction) of estate libraries in physical spaces beyond
markets, which is how Burhan al-Din’s books were sold. For the Ottoman
period it has been argued that in seventeenth-century Aleppo, for instance,
buying at auctions of estates was the principal way of buying books.” The auc-
tion as a crucial site of bookish transactions has, however, been slow to come
into the focus of scholarship, which has repeatedly questioned to what extent
we can read estate documents as referring to effective sales. There is caution as
to whether the ‘prices’ in many estate registers might not actually be sums paid
after an auction, but rather a judge’s estimates in order to divide the objects of
the estate according to the heirs’ relative entitlements.® The documents pro-
duced for the sale of Burhan al-Din’s estate, however, leave no doubt that we
are looking at an actual auction and at actual prices, not at a judge’s estimate.

The sale booklet is organised by buyers and the accounts produced in the days

* Behrens-Abouseif, Book in Mamluk Egypt and Syria, 71-102; Quickel, Making Tools; Pomerantz,
Maqgéamah on the Book Market; Aljoumani, Wardqa; Hirschler, Monument, 70-2.

* Barakat, Tarikh al-maktabat al-‘arabiya, 29/30.

5 Mills, Commerce of Knowledge, 73/4.

¢ Liebrenz, Der Wert von Biichern, 659; Quinn, Books and Their Readers, 27/8.
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following the auction clearly show that al-AdhraT and his men chased these
buyers to obtain the cash they owed.

For the pre-Ottoman periods, references to such ‘auctions’ often provide
little insight into how such estate sales actually worked.” Most evidence is very
brief and open to interpretation, such as a newly discovered type of manuscript
note, the ‘vendor’s note’,* which might be read as suggesting that auctions were
common in the eighth/fourteenth and ninth/fifteenth centuries. In addition,
we have the standard problem that trade-related sources for this period tend to
focus on long-distance trade, evidence of which is found in letters, for exam-
ple. Local trading, by contrast, is in many ways much less visible and its written
manifestation less prone to survival — the papers of the trader al-Hamawi are
a rare example.” Against this background, Burhan al-Din’s paperwork in his
estate archive is relevant because it is to date the first documentary window
onto the sale of books from an estate in the pre-Ottoman period.

The sale of assets to settle a deceased’s estate (whether in form of an
auction or not) could take place in different locations. The jurist al-Asyati
described the process in the ninth/fifteenth century as a process of sales made
in market-places in his discussion of the issue in his seminal notary handbook
Jawdhir al-‘uqud. According to him, moveable assets were grouped and then
taken to the appropriate market — small items to the trinket market, books to
the book market and so on — where they were sold in the presence of notary
witnesses.'’ Such market sales for estates are described not only in this norma-
tive source, but also in narrative sources for Cairo and Damascus.!!

The documentary record of Burhin al-Din’s estate shows that such
market sales were not the only option. His legacy was definitely not sold in
market-places, but most likely in his house and, more importantly, in the
form of one public auction of the entire estate. If his books, his furniture, his
clothing and his household objects (including cushions, combs, razors and

scutchers) had been brought to the respective markets this would certainly

7 Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 429-34.

8 Liebrenz, Vendor’s Note.

? Obviously the Geniza documents have provided the basis for the most spectacular books on long-
distance trade, such as Lambourn, 4brabam’s Luggage and Goldberg, Trade and Institutions.

10 Al-Asyuti, Jawahir al-‘uqid, 369/70.

"' Behrens-Abouseif, Book in Mamluk Egypt and Syria, 74/5 for Cairo and Liebrenz, Rifa tya aus
Damaskus, 266 for Damascus (Ibn Tawq).
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have left some trace in the estate’s documentary record. For instance, not only
the name of the buyer, but also the name of the witness vouching for the
respective transaction on the market would have been registered somewhere.
Furthermore, the sale booklet clearly shows that many buyers bought a wide
variety of objects. For instance, Ghars al-Din Khalil b. Makki (Buyer 13) went
home with twenty-two books as well as an Anatolian carpet, several fans, an
ottoman, a pair of wooden clogs and an oven. It is highly unlikely that these
transactions took place on different markets and were then simply recorded
in one entry in our sale booklet. There is no space to discuss this in detail, but
the second cluster of documents in the Haram al-sharif corpus on the sale of
an estate (that of the trader al-HHamawi) gives the same impression of a sale that
was not dispersed across various markets.

That the sale of Burhan al-Din’s estate took place at a one-off house auc-
tion is also evident from the ‘auxiliary’ expenses of running the sale. Such
expenses were repeatedly recorded in other Haram al-sharif documents for
the sale of estates, and typically included costs for paper (because so much
paperwork was produced), for porters (because goods needed to be moved),
for money-changers (because different monetary systems were used) and for
witnesses (because legal certainty was needed).'” In the case of Burhan al-Din’s
estate the expenses were recorded in the two accounts #793 and #800 of the
sale (see Chapter 8). Here, we find one intriguing item, namely a payment for
‘arranging the books’ (tartib al-kutub)."> Burhan al-Din’s books must thus
have been displayed to the potential buyers in a single place when they were
offered for sale. This did not happen in the market, where the professional
book traders would certainly not have taken a special fee for arranging books —
this was part and parcel of their job and included in their fee.

That an in-house auction is the most likely possibility for the sale of
Burhan al-Din’s estate is supported by another item listed as an expense, the
fees for the porters. In the accounts for settling his estate there is a special fee
for those ‘carrying the books’ (ham! kutub, #800), who are called in another
list “porters of chest’” (#793) as the books must have been carried around in

one of Burhin al-Din’s chests. These porters only received half a dirham for

2 For instance #591, ed. Little, Documents Related to the Estates of a Merchant, 111-26.
13 #800b, left, I. 4.



170 | OWNING BOOKS AND PRESERVING DOCUMENTS

their services, while those arranging the books, for instance, received fifteen
and a half dirhams. This paltry sum suggests that the porters did not carry all
these books through the streets of Jerusalem to the market, but that they only
moved them within the house of Burhin al-Din. That an in-house auction is
the most likely option for the sale of Burhan al-Din’s estate is finally supported
by the fee paid to the professional broker (dalila). The accounts mention one
single fee of forty dirhams, not various fees due to brokers working at different
markets.'*

We are thus definitely looking at an auction and not at a judge’s estimate
or a sale dispersed across markets. From Burhan al-Din’s documents we get a
good impression of how such an auction must have played out. A crowd of
roughly a hundred persons must have jostled in his house and courtyard for
the two days of the sale. It was October, but the auction continued after the
sun set and as darkness began to fall, shortly after six o’clock, as we have seen
from the expenses for candles.”® Near-contemporary descriptions of auctions
of estate libraries in narrative sources give us an insight into how the many
moments of nerve-wrecking bidding must have felt for the members of this
auction community. For instance, one scholar at an estate sale had his eye on
an autograph of the dictionary Lisan al-arab. When ‘he sought to buy it ... he
started to bid and others started to increase their bids ... The price rose higher
and higher ... he was afraid of increasing his bid any further’ and had to give
up on any hope of buying this book."* During the two auction days, when the
large crowd of people was bustling around Burhan al-Din’s house there must
have been many such moments when people tried to get hold of the books and
other objects they had set their hopes on, sometimes in vain.

The Meaning of Prices

If we are looking here at one single auction, this also means that the sale book-
let offers a uniquely compact set of data points for pre-Ottoman book prices."”

In order to understand the quality of this data it is necessary to reflect on the

* #800Db, left, 11. 2-6.

5 See above for our estimate that his death occurred in late Ramadian (9th month), which was in the
year 789 in mid-October.

16 Sakhawi, Daw’, V, 162 (‘Ali b. Ahmad al-Qalqgashandi).

We thank Georg Christ for feedback on this section on book prices.
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meaning of book prices, and for this we can briefly turn to previous scholar-
ship. Maya Shatzmiller has made the most significant foray into this question
and has put forward, for instance, a graph illustrating the long-term devel-
opment of book prices in Egypt between the third/ninth and the seventh/
thirteenth centuries.’ Here she makes the very interesting argument that we
observe a fall in book prices on account of the fall in the price of paper. Her
limited data set of only 171 book prices means that the statement that ‘[the
results] show that the average price of a book volume in Egypt went from
4.2105 dinars in the 9th century to 0.5153 dinars in the 13th century’ has to be
taken with a degree of caution. Most problematically, the ‘average’ book prices
for the third/ninth century and for the fourth/tenth century are based on one
single data point respectively."”

A second layer of complication is added by the fact that such research only
refers to ‘books’, as if there were a clear and consistent terminology in medieval
texts when speaking about a written artefact. As we have seen above, when
talking about books we need to be precise as to whether the ‘book’ referred to is
a part, a volume, a multi-volume text, a multiple-text book, and so on, to avoid
ending up in a terminological quagmire. Comparing a small number of data
points without factoring in the object’s materiality makes broad assertions on
the development of book prices a rather risky affair. As we have seen, even the
prices within Burhan al-Din’s auction for ‘the Koran’ varied greatly, ranging
between two (book 126) and seventy-two dirhams (book 108). These different
prices were exclusively tied to the materiality of the objects. If we had taken the
prices from different documents the terminology would not necessarily have
indicated these very different materialities. Looking at a small number of data
points, one might thus have been tempted to observe a massive fall (or rise) in
prices and to link this phenomenon with broader economic developments or
ﬂuctuating paper prices.

Apart from the size of the data set and the materiality, a third layer that
needs to be factored in, especially when comparing prices across far-flung
regions and across centuries, is cultural factors. The very same text in the very

'8 Shatzmiller, Early Knowledge Economy.
" Shatzmiller, Early Knowledge Economy, 7/8. The subsequent Shatzmiller, Adoption of Paper, uses
the same data, though the number of data points is no longer given.
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same materiality could obviously fetch very different prices depending on the
popularity of the text itself, the popularity of the book’s scribe in a specific
region or period, the popularity of a specific scholar who left notes in the
book, and so on. The cultural values attached to a specific work are obviously
hardly ever explicated when it is sold, but it is clear that being an autograph,
being in the hand of a known student of the author, its transmission by schol-
ars important in a specific region, former ownership by prestigious scholars
and being the only copy in that region were among the factors that bestowed
cultural prestige and monetary value on a book. There are at least some occa-
sional insights that we get from book lists that help us to understand how
these factors played out. For instance, in his endowment list from the ninth/
fifteenth-century, Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi noted next to one book that he paid a high
price for it as it carried the marginalia of a well-known scholar.?

We can stay with this endowment list so as to further explicate the issue
of cultural factors. The numerous small badith booklets that Ibn ‘Abd
al-Hadi owned had probably been items of considerable value in the seventh/
thirteenth century. Two hundred years later this genre had largely fallen out of
fashion and prices had fallen considerably — he bought some of these booklets
even on the trinket market.” The very same Damascene booklets would also have
fetched a significantly lower price in Cairo in the seventh/thirteenth century,
as this peculiar form of hadith transmission and the Damascene protagonists
inscribed in the manuscript notes were much less valued in a Cairene context.
The changes in these prices again have nothing to do with broader economic
developments or paper prices, but are as important as materiality when think-
ing about book prices over long periods and across regions.

The fourth and final issue that affects the meaning of quantitative data on
book prices in addition to the size of data sets, materiality and cultural factors is
linked to the sources for this data. The prices that we get for the pre-Ottoman
period are often mediated via narrative sources, especially chronicles and bio-
graphical compendia, and these texts tend to focus on the outstanding cases.
As Doris Behrens-Abouseif cautions, the authors were mostly interested in

prices for particularly valuable copies and luxurious books, while the standard

20 Hirschler, Monument, no. 498.
2 Hirschler, Monument, 70-2.



BOOK PRICES | 173

run-of-the-mill book rarely caught their attention. Typical examples of this
tendency to focus on the pricey items are the libraries that went into Sultanic
endowments in Cairo in the late eighth/fourteenth and early ninth/fifteenth
centuries.” That the average price of the book in these endowments was at
least one gold dinar certainly does not give us an impression of book prices in
Egypt at that point, only an idea of a very narrow segment at the top end of the
market. The more we move back in time, the fewer sources we have and the
greater the focus on the exceptionally luxurious and grandiose. For the third/
ninth century, the figures given for the sale of book collections clearly only
reflect the plush and luxurious end of book culture.”

In short, the data sets which we have on pre-Ottoman book ownership
are still far too small and far too inconsistent for us to start drawing graphs or
advancing arguments with any claim of statistical authority. Even the statisti-
cal analyses for the numerous estate records in the Ottoman court registers,
which are much more comprehensive and have far more consistent data sets,
are far from straightforward. Christoph Neumann has warned against rushing
into quantitative exercises on the basis of this seemingly neat data and rightly
insists that the registers’ documentary and social logic ought to be considered.*

In order to understand book prices, we thus need to do more than quarry
quantitative information from narrative and documentary texts. If we stay
with scholarship on the Ottoman period and its attempts to trace the develop-
ment of book prices, the long road ahead of pre-Ottoman scholarship becomes
clearer still. For the Ottoman period we do have much larger sets of data and
the prices can be derived from a much broader set of sources (especially court
registers, manuscript notes and narrative texts) and are thus of much better
quality. Yet we still have a far from clear picture of the development of book
prices, even within one single city such as Damascus.” The most convincing
data so far was derived from fairly consistent sources for short periods of time,
as discussed in the important article by Establet and Pascual.*® Here they ana-

> Behrens-Abouseif, Book in Mamluk Egypt and Syria, 83.

See for instance the examples given in Gruendler, Rise of the Arabic Book, 141-2 and Touat,
L’Armoire a sagesse.

Neumann, Arm und Reich in Qaraferye.

Liebrenz, Der Wert von Biichern.

Establet and Pascual, Les livres des gens.
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lyse hundreds of estate inventories in Damascene court registers for a period
of some thirty years around the year 1100/1700, but even so they hesitate to
make a clear argument on the relative value of book prices and their diachronic
development.

What do these methodological reflections on the size of data sets, material-
ity, cultural factors and the sources for this data mean for the quantitative
data derivable from Burhin al-Din’s books? To what extent do these factors
limit the usefulness of this data? The main limitation that we have to acknowl-
edge is the issue of materiality. As we have not been able to track down any
actual books it is impossible to get an idea of factors such as paper quality,
the presence of decorative elements, bindings, the quality of the script and
the lavishness of the page layout. The impact of materiality on the prices in
the sale booklet is only known for a few outliers at the very end of their life
cycle. Nineteen books are described as incomplete or damaged (kbarm), yet
here we are not told these books’ titles.”” In other cases, we get at least some
explanation behind the varying prices via the information on the completeness
of the work in question. For instance, the hadith compendium of Muslim sold
once for 110 dirhams (most likely a complete copy) and once for twenty-two
and a half dirhams. In the latter case the writer of the booklet mentions that
these were only parts of (ajz4” min) the work.” Just how problematic the
absence of materiality is in most other cases is neatly illustrated by the varying
prices for copies of the Koran, which cannot be meaningfully analysed from
the booklet itself. The same goes for examples such as copies of the badith
compendium 7ajrid al-sibah. Seemingly, both were complete, but one sold
for seventy-two and a half dirhams (book 50) and the other for thirteen and a
half dirhams (book 122b). The booklet provides no information as to why the
prices were so different.

On the positive side, the data in Burhan al-Din’s case is less problematic
with regard to cultural factors because the prices derived from the sale booklet
were all paid in one consistent setting (same days, same city, same group of

buyers). Within the framework of this single auction the cases of very similar

¥ Book 95 (9 books), book 147 (1 book), book 164 (2 books), book 165 (3 books), book 218
(9 books).
% Books 151 and 235.
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prices for the same book suggest that copies of comparable materiality fetched
similar prices. Examples include: the two copies of the above-mentioned szf7
handbook ‘Awarif al-ma arif, which sold for exactly the same price, seventy
dirhams each;* the two copies of the sermons by Ibn al-Jawzi that sold for
almost the same price, twelve dirhams and eleven and a half dirhams;* and
the three copies of the Magamat that were sold at prices within a very narrow
range of fifteen to eighteen dirhams.”*

In the same vein, the data from the booklet is also less problematic with
regard to the two other issues laid out above, size of the data set and mediation
via narrative sources. From the booklet we get the prices for 274 books, which
is a fairly large number compared with what we have for other pre-Ottoman
settings. More importantly perhaps, the numbers are derived from a documen-
tary source that does not have the same selection bias towards the pricy and the
luxurious as narrative texts. Without doubt, the data is far from perfect. We
will never know, for instance, what these nineteen incomplete and damaged
books were. Yet we do gain an insight into the value of a personally owned
book collection that we would never have been able to derive from chronicles

or biographical compendia.
The Affordability of the Book

So, having established that we are looking at prices paid at an actual auction
and having assessed the quality of this data, we can turn to the core question
of this chapter: what do these 274 book prices actually tell us about the social
accessibility of the written word in late eighth/fourteenth-century Jerusalem?
The central and most important point that comes out of the following analysis
is that there was a considerable range of book prices that catered for different
social groups. Some books at the bottom end of this range were definitely
within reach of a large section of the population of Jerusalem, such as the
aforementioned copy of the Koran for two dirhams and the Shatibiya ode on
Koran recitation for four dirhams.?* At the top end, by contrast, we see books

that were clearly only affordable for a select group of the town’s population,

2 Books 104 and 106.

3% Books 120 and 220.

31 Books 26, 194 and 267.
32 Books 126 and 29.
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Table 6.1 Distribution of book prices (in dirbams) in the sale booklet of
Burhan al-Din’s estate by decile

Decile 0-10 10-20 20-30 30-40 40-50 5S0-60 60-70 70-80 80-90 90-100
Price >2 >9 >11.25 >13.5 >16 >18 >21.75 >26 >32.5 >52

such as the previously mentioned multi-volume works Rawdar al-talibin for
305 dirhams and al-Bukhari’s 2/-Sahib for 260 dirhams.*?

That the prices at the auction of Burhan al-Din’s many books differed
by a factor of over 150 means that a book was available for individuals with
a range of incomes.* The significance of this argument only comes out if we
look at the distribution of book prices, rather than the average price. The
average price of a book from Burhin al-Din’s estate was twenty-seven dir-
hams, but on account of eight expensive outliers above 100 dirhams this value
is of limited usefulness. More meaningful is that the median was eighteen
dirhams,® that is to say that half of the books sold for eighteen dirhams or
fewer. As we will see in more detail below, eighteen dirhams was roughly
equal to eighteen days of bread consumption by an average household at that
time. The distribution by decile shows clearly how many books were at the
lower end of the price range, and that a fifth of the books sold for fewer than
nine dirhams (roughly equal to nine days of bread consumption by an average
household).

Before we move on with the argument that Burhan al-Din’s books show
how modest households were able to purchase books, we have to turn once
again to the question of the extent to which this sale booklet is actually rep-
resentative. It could very well have been the case that the prices paid at the
auction of his estate were for some reason outstandingly low (or high). We do
have some evidence from other auctions in Jerusalem, and it indicates that the
prices for Burhan al-Din’s books were in line with those paid elsewhere. If we
return to the above-mentioned account of the sale of Muhyi al-Din’s estate,*
we see that five titles overlap with those in Burhan al-Din’s auction. At Muhyi

3 Books 43 and 1.

See Quinn, Books and Their Readers, 41-7 for price ranges in seventeenth-century Istanbul.
The median was more precisely 18.125 dirhams.

% #768(793/1391).
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al-Din’s auction the Risala by al-Qushayri, for instance, sold for eighteen dir-
hams; the same book fetched only a slightly higher price, twenty-two dirhams,
at Burhan al-Din’s auction.

The book prices paid at Burhan al-Din’s auction thus seem to be repre-
sentative, and this is probably also true for the other objects sold. If we turn to
objects other than books, we also see a broad range of prices with numerous
cheap items, so that participants were able to buy very differently priced pieces
of furniture and clothing. The prices for such objects show a similar distribu-
tion as the prices of books. Among the fifteen most expensive items sold at the
auction we certainly find ten books, but we also find two overgarments (for 100
and 133 dirhams), a pair of chests for 160 dirhams, a sword for eighty dirhams
and a carpet for seventy-five dirhams. The average price of twenty-three dirhams
for non-book objects was only slightly lower than that for the books (twenty-
seven dirhams) and the median of twelve dirhams for non-book objects is not
that far from the median for books (eighteen dirhams). Book prices were thus
not on a level entirely separate from the prices for other household objects, so
we can think of books as being in the same material world as cushions, vessels,
jars, fans, combs and knives. This is a world where most households certainly
owned a jar, but where such jars could obviously range from modest pottery to
luxurious metal ware. Similarly, books could be owned by many households,
but these books greatly varied in material terms.

That differently priced books catered for socially different groups of
buyers is evident from an examination of the nexus between social status and
the prices paid for books. Those buying the books in the top decile of the price
range clearly belonged to the social elite of Jerusalem, with almost all buyers
spending considerable sums above 100 dirhams.”” Here, we find also those
top spenders who spent at least 300 dirhams at this auction, including Buyer
11 with 1,295 dirhams and Buyer 10 with 566 dirhams.’® Among the buyers
of books in the top decile we find prominent officers (Buyers 2, 3 and 41), the
banafi judge (Buyer 5), the shafi7 deputy judge of Jerusalem (Buyer 4) and
other prominent scholars (Buyers 11, 12, 57, 59).

7 The exceptions are Buyer 6 (65.75 dirhams), Buyer 76 (85 dirhams), Buyer 5 (87 dirhams) and
Buyer 53 (92.5 dirhams).

3% The other buyers in this group are Buyer 13 (510.5 dirhams), Buyer 2 (466 dirhams), Buyer 1 (361
dirhams), Buyer 54 (355.75 dirhams) and Buyer 3 (346 dirhams).
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If we turn to the lowest decile of the price range, we see a very different
group of buyers who in general belonged to the above-defined ‘small-scale’
buyers who spent fewer than sixty-five dirhams. The buyers in this decile tend
to be those individuals who are not identifiable, and here we have, for instance:
Buyer 30, who acquires nothing but an incomplete or damaged (kharm) book
for three and a half dirhams; a notary witness (Buyer 65), who went home with
abook for nine and a half dirhams; a certain Muhammad b. Yanus (Buyer 87)
and his purchase of a complete copy of the Koran for twelve and a half dirhams;
a certain ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Zayn (Buyer 22), who bought an incomplete
copy of the biography of the Prophet for fourteen and a half dirhams; and the
glazier ‘Umar (Buyer 17) and the book he bought for fifteen dirhams. In other
words, the books in the lower deciles circulated in a social world that was at
some distance from that of the town’s judges and officers.

Up until now, the argument that prices for some books were so low that
individuals across a broad range of social backgrounds could buy them has been
based on comparing book prices within the sale booklet, matching them with
book prices from other estates, and the social background of buyers. A very
important dimension for understanding the meaning of book prices has been
missing so far: comparing them with the prices for other goods in Jerusalem
during this period. Frustratingly, the enormous set of Haram al-sharif docu-
ments proves to be of limited usefulness for calculating living expenses as they
provide very little information on prices of staple goods. Most monetary data
points are, rather, for financial transactions (debts and repayments of debts)
and salaries (almost exclusively linked to Burhan al-Din), as well as sale prices
and rent for houses (although apart from Burhan al-Din’s house, we do not
know what these houses looked like). What is entirely missing from these
documents is information about the price of living, for example how much
individuals spent each day on bread.” That said, there are at least some prices

of staple goods, even if they refer to transactions between wholesale merchants.

37 Such prices include the one we find in accounts #803 of Nasir al-Din al-Flamawi. Here he men-
tions that he bought from his uncle 500 ratl (925 kg) of pistachios for 725 dirhams, that is, one
dirham buys 1.28 kilogram. However, this price is difficult to use for calculating the value of books,
for several reasons: the transaction took place twenty years prior to Burhan al-Din’s death (year
769); we do not know in which season this price was paid; pistachios were not a staple food; and it
is a transaction between wholesale merchants, which does not reflect the retail price on the market
(we thank Michail Hradek/Munich for this reference).



BOOK PRICES | 179

We are lucky enough to have a price from the year 788/1386-7, that is one year
before the death of Burhan al-Din, for one of the most important food com-
modities in Palestine, olive oil. Here we see that one dirham bought roughly
half a litre of olive 0il.*°

As the documents from Jerusalem are not of great help regarding other
retail prices, we can turn to the narrative sources for bread prices. There are
no reports on Jerusalem, but we have information on Damascus. As Jerusalem
belonged to the same zone of coinage circulation as Damascus*' and was also
under its political influence we can assume that prices in Jerusalem broadly
mirrored those in Damascus. For 789, the year Burhan al-Din died, we read
of a rise in prices and a dirham only bought 1.85 kilograms of bread.* The
challenge here is that — just like books — the texts tend to only mention prices
that were extraordinary, for example after a significant rise. However, we know
at least that this rise was much less dramatic than during the food crisis in
northern Syria twenty years earlier. At that point, one dirham only bought 0.3
kilograms of bread and chroniclers reported that corpses, cats and dogs were
eaten.®

In order to contextualise the rise of prices in Damascus in the year 789
we can take an event from the following year: the population was again riled
on account of rising bread prices, so the governor ordered that bread be sold
at a price that would calm the population. This new price meant that one
dirham bought 3.7 kilograms of bread.** This price must have been identical
(or close) to the standard price in southern Bilad al-Shim in that period to
have had the intended political effect. Adam Sabra has suggested that average
bread consumption for an adult urban dweller (in his case in Cairo) was one
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In #809 (we thank Michail Hradek/Munich for this reference) we find the price of 290 dirhams
for 100 rat/ of oil, that is 185 kilograms of oil. The density of oil is around 90 per cent that of
water, so one kilogram of oil roughly equals 1.1 litre of oil, so 185 kilograms is equal to around
203.5 litres. One rafl of oil costs 2.9 dirhams (equal to one kg of il for 1.57 dirhams) so one litre of
oil cost 1.43 dirhams. If, therefore, one dirham was paid for 0.7 of a litre of oil between wholesale
merchants, we can estimate that one dirham would buy half a litre of oil on the market. For the ra¢/
see Hinz, MafSe und Gewichte, 30-1.

Jerusalem documents regularly state prices in ‘the dirthams currently used in Damascus’; see for
instance #039 and #622.

2 Al-Maqrizi, Sulunk, V, 198 (one ratl of bread for one dirham).

# Al-Magqrizi, Sulitk, IV, 391 (one ratl of bread for six dirhams).

* Tbn Qadi Shuhba, Tarikh, 111, 241/2 (two ratls of bread for one dirham).
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kilogram of bread per day,” and one can surmise that children consumed
on average a third of that amount. In consequence, a household with three
adults and four children would require roughly four kilograms of bread per
day, which would have cost slightly more than one dirham.* Burhan al-Din
certainly had three adults in his household at any given point considering his
multiple wives, the presence of a slave (though Shirin might have paid for her
food) and possibly also those of his children who had grown up, and so on.
He thus required thirty dirhams per month to pay for bread, not to mention
the cost of other food items, drinking water, rent, clothing and heating in the
winter months.

On the basis of this bread price (one dirham for 3.7 kilograms) and the
olive oil price (one dirham for 0.5 litres), it is clear that the books in the top
deciles of the price range carried too hefty a price tag for the average house-
hold. The Rawdat al-talibin, at 305 dirhams, was equivalent to over 1,100
kilograms of bread (the equivalent of 275 days of bread for an average house-
hold) or over 150 litres of olive oil. Al-Bukhari’s a/-Sahib at 260 dirhams was
equivalent to over 950 kilograms of bread (the equivalent of almost 240 days
of bread for an average household) or 120 litres of olive oil. Such prices were
also out of reach if we recall the fact that Burhan al-Din bought his house for
825 dirhams. Yet, if we consider that half of the books of Burhan al-Din sold
for eighteen dirhams or fewer, the costs of book ownership look much more
moderate. Those buying the books in the lowest deciles, at nine dirhams or
fewer, did not need a high income to become a book owner. The cheapest
book, at two dirhams, was equivalent to just under seven and a half kilograms
of bread (the cost for two days of bread for an average household) or one litre
of olive oil. The Shatibiya, at four dirhams, in turn had a worth comparable
to fifteen kilograms of bread (the equivalent of between three and four days of
bread for an average household) or two litres of olive oil.

This brings us to the last take on how to understand the meaning of the

book prices in Burhan al-Din’s estate: salaries. The library that Burhan al-Din

® Sabra, Poverty and Charity, 120. He translates 7afl as ‘pound’. The Egyptian 7az/ in this period,
according to Hinz, MafSe und Gewichte, was equivalent to c. 500 grams.

% The document on his position in the Mansari Ribat shows that in Jerusalem a 74¢/ was equivalent
to four loaves of bread (#013, 1.2.770/1368).



BOOK PRICES | 181

had in his house was, at a total sale price of roughly 7,400 dirhams, a major invest-
ment. This sum is the equivalent of five years of bread for an average household
or 3,700 litres of olive oil, and it certainly expressed an income well beyond
that of most households in Jerusalem. Considering Burhan al-Din’s monthly
income of at least 160 dirhams for the last decade of his life, the acquisition of
such a library seems realistic: if he bought all of his books for roughly the same
value as they sold, this would mean that he spent some sixty dirhams per month
on books. So, for somebody like him who was able to successtully navigate the
market for minor part-time positions in the scholarly world, acquiring such a
large number of books was clearly a possibility. That his books subsequently
went into sixty-seven new households, among which we find quite modest
ones, shows that cases such as his were not unique in this period.

Those books in Burhin al-Din’s library that are of relevance for our argu-
ment here are thus the cheap books. Similar books, or rather booklets, certainly
made up a considerable portion of Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadr’s library — though we do
not have book prices in his case. A better-documented case of cheap books
comes from the Geniza in Cairo, where Judith Olszowy-Schlanger has identi-
fied books in rotuli format as the equivalent of modern ‘pocket editions’. She
argues that these popular books were accessible to a much wider section of
the population while the more expensive books (there is a similar range as in
Burhan al-Din’s library) clearly catered for a different readership. In the case of
the Geniza the analysis is based on extant copies — exactly the kind of informa-
tion we are missing for Burhan al-Din’s books. It is thus possible to show that
such books were made of cheap writing material (such as reject parchment or
reused paper/parchment), that they often had no rulings and that they were
written at great speed.”” While the Geniza offers the actual material artefacts,
the estate of Burhan al-Din and its subsequent diftusion offers one social con-
text in which such cheap books arguably circulated.

Pinning down the social contexts of non-elite owners of books in the
Geniza material is difficult, and the most recent overview article on books
and libraries in the Geniza by Miriam Frenkel remains very cautious in this

regard.*® For Egypt or Bilad al-Sham we only have the case of Burhan al-Din

¥ Olszowy, Cheap Books.
* Frenkel, Book Lists from the Cairo Genizah.
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for a personal documented book collection with prices, so we have to look
further to obtain further context concerning the circulation of cheap books.
Here, we can consider Jewish book owners and their libraries on the Iberian
Peninsula during the eighth/fourteenth and ninth/fifteenth centuries, as
discussed by Joseph Hacker.*” Their wills, inventory lists and notarised lists
come of course from a very different historical context and a radically differ-
ent documentary context. For instance, Christian scribes were often not ter-
ribly interested in recording Hebrew-script books or were simply not able to
do so. Yet the available documentation of over a hundred lists with over 3,000
books shows how widespread book ownership was, even though there were
many reasons why books were excluded from documents. With an average of
twenty-eight books per owner we see a range from small-scale owners with
one or two books to individuals with well over a hundred books. Overall, it is
evident that book ownership reached well beyond elite households and into
the social contexts of ‘laborers, craftsmen, merchants, financial agents and
money lenders’.*°

Toreturn to Jerusalem, the estate inventories in the Haram al-sharif corpus
are rather silent on books, as has been mentioned above, but this might be a
function of the nature of the documents rather than proof of the absence of
books. One striking element that merits further investigation is that we seem
to have a socially biased selection of estate inventories in the Haram al-sharif
corpus, with a strong focus on non-elite individuals. This might at least explain
why book ownership in elite households is not visible from this corpus. Yet
we now know that books were also present in many non-elite households and
that the books of Burhan al-Din went into sixty-seven households. This wide
diffusion of his books relative to the near-silence of estate inventories indicates
either that for some reason a large proportion of inventories registering books
have not made their way into the corpus or that books were not systematically
recorded. Yet we have seen that there are a dozen documents that give some
insight into individuals’ Arabic libraries in Jerusalem, including the library of

Muhyi al-Din. These were generally collections with under twenty items, and

* Hacker, Jewish Book Owners and Their Libraries.
0 Hacker, Jewish Book Owners and Their Libraries, 95.
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Table 6.2 Books in Haram al-sharif documents

No. Doc.no. Name of owner Date No. of titles  Other details

1 #939 Muhammad no date 11 + 1 majmi“+
al-Rattini 2 Korans

2 #595 al-Shaykh ‘Abd 781/1379 2 in 9 volumes +
al-Wihid 2 Korans

3 #178 Muhyi al-Din Yahya 793/1391 34 volumes + quires

#768 Mubhyi al-Din Yahya 793/1391 16 + incomplete volumes

5 #652 Burhin al-Din 793/1391 16 + 2 volumes
al-Qalqashandi

6 #776 al-Shaykh Muhammad ~ 794/1392 4 + numerous quires +
al-Sa‘di 2 Korans

7 #087 Nasir al-Din b. “Abd 795/1393 half'a Koran
Allah al-Ghazzi

8 #146 Muhammad b. Husayn = 795/1393 1 bound book +
b. ‘Abd al-Haqq books + quires

9 #494 Muhammad b. 795/1393 15 volumes
Muhammad al-Nass3j

10 #570 Yasuf b. Sufyan b. 795/1393 4 + 1 book as security
Baykal al-Rami

11 #227 Amal Ilmish al-Turkiya 796/1394 one complete Koran

12 #284 Yalbugha b. ‘Abd Allah  796/1394 7 + 8 books + 2 Korans

+ 1 majmu°

13 #448 al-Shaykh ‘Umar 796/1394 old, small and
al-Sharafi incomplete Koran

14 #772-1 Miran al-‘Ajami 796/1394 2 Korans

Note: The numbers are approximate as the scribes had very different ways of noting sheets, quires,
volumes, titles and books.

their owners (including one woman called Amal)°" left rather modest estates.
The numbers in Table 6.2 represent the number of books found in these
houses, and these are a low estimate as not all books were registered.>

What we see here are thus modest personal collections that sometimes
contain no more than half a Koran, but where we also see households with
double-digit numbers of volumes or titles. All the owners of these books are
individuals who are not identifiable in narrative texts and the way they are

named in the documents also does not imply elite status. The impression

U #227(796/1393).
52 #570, 1. 6 states, for instance, ‘and books, among them [4 books are listed]’.
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that we are dealing here with rather modest households is corroborated by
the other few belongings listed in the documents. The owner of the books in
document #146 (our number 8), for instance, is introduced as ‘a sickly man,
called Muhammad b. Husayn b. ‘Abd al-Haqq, known as the reciter in the
Ibn al-Nafis Zawiya’. It seems that this Muhammad never received an hon-
orific title (lagab) and was renowned for reciting in a rather minor zawiya.
This social selection bias is for our purposes not a major methodological
impediment as our interest lies in such examples of small-scale book owners.
If Muhammad’s only job was indeed reciter in the Ibn al-Nafis Zawiya, he was
a part-time reciter, but not one with multiple positions. In this case it is quite
remarkable that he owned one bound book, several (seemingly unbound)
books and further quires.

In the same vein, another book owner, Yalbugha b. “Abd Allah, is also
identified without honorific or title. The names indicate a slave background,
but we find in his house a book collection of nine titles and eight further books.
Among these modest book owners were also craftsmen and traders. The estate
inventory of Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Nassaj, who might have been a
weaver by profession, shows that he owned fifteen volumes. These examples
thus provide cases of book ownership in Jerusalem that reached well beyond
elite households. That they are only the tip of the iceberg is evident when
we return to al-Qalqashandi and Muhammad b. Muhammad. The document
that we have was meant to carefully differentiate between the property of
Muhammad and that of his deceased grandfather. The fact that Muhammad’s
books were described in such loving detail implies that his grandfather prob-
ably owned books too — otherwise the scribe could have simply written ‘the
books” and the issue would have been settled. Unfortunately, the estate inven-
tory of the grandfather has been lost and thus his book collection vanished
without leaving a trace in the written record.

Regrettable too is that the vast majority of documents do not provide any
prices for the objects they list. In the case of Muhyi al-Din we thankfully also
have an account of the sale of this estate and hence book prices.”

3 4768 (793/1391).
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Table 6.3 Books sold from the estate of Mubyi al-Din Yahya b. Husayn
al-Turki, according to the makbziima #768 (793/1391) in order of prices paid

Title Price (dirhams)
Ihya’ ‘uliim al-din 73
maushaf sharif (Koran) 67
al-Jam*bayna al-sabibayn®* 30
al-Ishrag® 22
al-Nibal wa-al-milal>® 20
Risalat al-Qushayri®” 18
Siraj al-mulitk>® 15
Tabir al-ru’ya ‘and more still™>’ 14
Ihya’ ‘uliim al-din (two volumes) 13.5
Minhaj al-bayan ‘and more still’® 13
al-Jawahir ‘and more still’®! 13
al-Mughni fi al-tibb* 12
al-Burda ‘and more still’® 6
Nibdyat al-igdam® 5.5
[parts] of al-Mudhish*® 4.5
Tarigat al-kbilaf* 2

>* Numerous works with this title exist.

> Not identified; the Hikmat al-ishrag by Shihab al-Din al-Suhrawardi (d. 587/1191) is rather
unlikely.
Numerous works with this title exist.
57 Authored by ‘Abd al-Karim al-Qushayri (d. 465/1072; cf. book 195 in Burhin al-Din’s list).
5% Authored by Muhammad b. al-Walid al-Turtashi (d. 520/11262; cf. book 119 in Burhin al-Din’s
list).
Numerous works with this title exist; cf. (e.g.) Hirschler, Ashrafiya Library Catalogue, nos 260
and 261. ‘And more still’ is the literal translation of ‘wa-ghayrubu’; by it, the writer of the list meant
that the manuscript (or the lot) contained additional titles, and not just the one that he cites.
% Arguably the pharmacological work The Method of Demonstrating by Yahya b. Isa Ibn Jazla
(d. 493/1100), of which we also find eight copies in the Ashrafiya Library (Hirschler, Ashrafiya
Library Catalogue, nos 1030 and 1480).
Numerous works with this title exist.
¢ Possibly the medical work The Sufficient Book Concerning the Treatment of Illnesses and the
Knowledge of Afflictions and Affections by Said b. Hibat Allah b. al-Husayn (d. 495/1101; cf.
Hirschler, Ashrafiya Library Catalogue, no 1037).
The famous ode in praise of the Prophet Muhammad by Muhammad b. Sad al-Basiri
(d. c. 694/1294; cf. Hirschler, Monument, nos 227m and 572n).
¢ Possibly the theological work Kitab Nibayat al-igdam fi ilm al-kalaim by Muhammad b. ‘Abd
al-Karim al-Shahrastani (d. 548/1153; ed. and tr. Alfred Guillaume, London 1934).
¢ Authored by Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200; cf. book 212 in Burhan al-Din’s list).
¢ Several works with this title exist.

56
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Among the sixteen titles in Muhyi al-Din’s small library we have two items,
a Koran codex for sixty-seven dirhams and al-Ghazali’s 7hya’ ulim al-din for
seventy-three dirhams, that fall at the higher end of book prices. In the case of
Muhyi al-Din we have, exceptionally, two different documents mentioning
his books, and these were written by two different scribes.®” As always, these
scribes had different methods of registering books, but in this case this is to our
advantage as we have the number of titles in one list and the number of physical
volumes in the other. We thus know that the sixteen titles came in thirty-four
volumes and the hefty prices for the most expensive books in Muhyi al-Din’s
estate certainly reflect the fact that they were multi-volume works.

Apart from these top two books, the prices for Muhyi al-Din’s books
are significantly lower. The third book, entitled a/-Jam* bayna al-sabhibayn,
tetched thirty dirhams and the next two books already sold for twenty-two and
twenty dirhams respectively. The remaining eleven books were cheap books
costing fewer than twenty dirhams and buyers were able to get hold of books
valued as low as two and a half dirhams, four and a half dirhams, five and a half
dirhams and six dirhams. It is in this book collection by Muhyi al-Din, and
those of the other small-scale book owners of late eighth/fourteenth-century
Jerusalem, that we see traces of how peripheral households participated in the
world of book ownership — households similar to those where Burhin al-Din
bought cheap books to stock his library and households similar to those into
which his cheap books went after the sale of his estate.

The sale booklet of Burhian al-Din and the wider Haram al-sharif corpus
thus show that book ownership was widely spread across society. To what
extent this was also the case in Syria, Egypt or even more widely throughout
North Africa and West Asia — and for what periods of time — remains to be
seen. There is no a priori reason to assume that Jerusalem would have had
a different social topography for books from that of Hama, Hims, Aleppo,
Damascus or Cairo. However, in terms of period we might have to factor in
the Black Death, which first struck the region in 748/1347 and recurred in
the following decades. The subsequent demographic decline meant that the
salaries of those who survived went up. At the same time, the supply of books

must have been high after each wave as auctions of personal libraries went

7 #178(793/1391) and #768 (793/1391).
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also up.®® Thus, at least in the immediate aftermath of the first major wave the
prices for books — together with those for other non-essential products — went
down. Burhan al-Din died fifty years after the first wave and it is not certain to
what extent subsequent waves entailed further steep demographic decline. In
consequence, the wide spread of books across society might have been facili-
tated by the Black Death and falling prices, but on account of the distance in

time we are hesitant to simply reduce the phenomenon to this factor alone.
Reading Book Prices (and Other Numerals)

So far, we have problematised the meaning of the quantitative information
derived from the Haram al-sharif documents and used it to build our argument
on the financial affordability of the book in late eighth/fourteenth-century
Jerusalem. In this discussion the ‘raw’ data itself, the numbers, has appeared as
straightforward and rock-solid material. Yet any reader who has worked with
the Haram al-sharif documents (or any other medieval documents with num-
bers) knows that this raw data is far from straightforward and rock-solid — and
this brings us to the problem of reading numerals. The crux of the problem
is that most quantitative data in these documents is provided in an intricate
system of numerals that Donald Little described as ‘szydga’ script. They are
highly condensed ligatures of the Arabic numbers written out and thus very
distinct from the standard digits as we know them today — Table 6.4 provides
an overview of the shape of these ligatures. In order to tackle the problem
of reading these numerals, the following discussion has two aims. Firstly, it
suggests that the term ‘szydga’ is inadequate and should be replaced with the
term ‘Arabic documentary numerals’.” Secondly, and more importantly, it
proposes an overview of how to read these numerals.”

The ligatures that we call numerals here have nothing to with Arabic
alphanumerical notation systems. These abjad or abjadiya systems assign

each of the twenty-eight consonants of the Arabic alphabet a numerical

% On the demographic and economic consequences of the Black Death see Dols, Black Death,
Pamuk and Shatzmiller, Plagues, Wages, and Economic Change, and Borsch and Sabraa, Plague
Mortality.

¢ Rustow, Lost Archive refers to such signs rather as ‘cipher’, and this is indeed in many ways a better
term than ‘numeral’. However, we opted not to use it, as cipher carries the connotation of a secret
sign, which we wanted to avoid at all costs.

70 We thank Marina Rustow (Princeton) for her feedback on this section.
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value (a/if equals one, b4’ equals two, z2” equals 400 and so on) and were,
for instance, often used in chronograms. The ligatures discussed here,
by contrast, are abbreviations of the written versions of the numbers, but
have become so different from the underlying word that they can justifiably
be called ‘numerals’. In the ‘foundation’ document of the field of Haram
al-sharif documents, Donald Little’s Cazalogue, the author is very open about
his reading of ‘s7yiga’ numerals in many cases being highly tentative. In sub-
sequent articles, he repeatedly returned to the challenge of these numerals
that he ‘gradually learned to read after much trial and, alas, continuing error’.”*
As this issue was laid open right from the inception of the field, acknowledg-
ing that these numerals are a major problem is part and parcel of any serious
study of these documents. Huda Lutfi, for instance, was very cautious, saying
that ‘[t]he sum ... is written in Siyakah script; my deciphering of the script
may be liable to error’.”> Donald Richards quite frankly stated in one of his
editions that ‘[a]ll the figures must remain doubtful’.” In his study of Burhin
al-Din’s library, Ulrich Haarmann entirely stayed away from the numbers
and concluded his brief discussion with the warning that a ‘full appreciation,
however, of these figures, which ... will first have to be deciphered from their
siyaq “camouflage”, will require careful study of comparable texts both in and
beyond the Haram collection’.”

As a consequence of this uneasiness about the reading of numerals, cor-
recting previous readings — or at least challenging them — is standard practice
when working with these documents.” In alengthy article, Werner Diem chal-
lenged many previous readings, especially of numerals, and Christian Miiller
does so in the course of his book.” As is evident from our own Appendix 1 we
have also departed from several previous readings of dates. While the reading
of dates is often a highly complex exercise, this is even more the case for less

predictable numbers on quantities of goods and prices — the reason Ulrich

' Little, Documents Related to the Estates of a Merchant, 94.

7% Lutfi, Documentary Source, 225.

73 Richards, Primary Education, 227.

74 Haarmann, Library, 333.

7> Lutfl, Six Fourteenth Century Igrars, 258—62 dated #289 to the year 702 and she corrected this
subsequently to the correct year 782 in Lutfi and Little, Igrars from Al-Quds Emendations.
Diem, Philologisches and Muller, Kadi und seine Zeugen.

76
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Haarmann did not try at all to provide any reading of the hundreds of numer-
als in the sale booklet of Burhan al-Din’s library.””

That Donald Little put the problem of reading the numerals right at the
centre of the field from the moment of its inception has been a major blessing.
This is particularly evident if we look at other examples. For instance, the jour-
nal of the Damascene notary witness Ibn Tawq has had — quite rightly — an
important impact in our field, and we have briefly mentioned him and his
work before.”® His journal is so important that a recent book-length study of
Damascus is entirely based on it, especially on its quantitative information
(in particular prices).” Yet, how the numerals, the raw data, are written and
how they are read is not problematised in this study at all. The author entirely
relied on the modern standard numerals as given in the edition, but one simple
check of a digital facsimile of the unique manuscript would have shown that
these numerals are highly problematic.*® This is the case because in his edi-
tion the editor ‘translated’ the very difficult Arabic documentary numerals
of Ibn Tawq into modern standard print numerals. Yet the editor does not
problematise anywhere the fact that we are facing here a fiendishly difficult
practice of writing numerals. His readings of the numerals are in fact much
less straightforward and rock-solid, as the edition implies — they are the result
of complex and debatable interpretative processes. In consequence, if one
does not consult the manuscript one moves within the illusory comfort of a
pleasantly smooth modern edition with straightforward quantitative informa-
tion. However, these seemingly smooth numerals are for the most part highly
disputable and often plainly wrong.®" As a result, all the ‘rich data’ derived
from this journal and the vast majority of arguments based on it are — to put

77 Difficulties in reading numbers probably also explain some articles’ practice of relying entirely on

the rather arbitrary corpus of documents published so far, such as Mahmuad, Watha’iq al-Haram
al-sharif.

Ibn Tawq, al-Ta%ig.

7> Shoshan, Damascus Life, 17 and Appendix.

% Ibn Tawgq, no title, Damascus, National al-Asad Library (formerly Zahiriya) 4533.

To take just one sample page from the edition, vol. I, p. 220 (fol. 40b in the manuscript), the fol-
lowing numbers at least have to be corrected: 1. 6: 1,000 (not 2,000), 2,065 (not 3,065); 1. 8: 1,000
(not 2,000); 1. 14: 12,800 (not 12,080); 1. 17: 300 (not 200). Systematic errors include the misread-
ing of ‘%4’ as ‘2’ (for instance, edition vol. I, p. 26 (fol. 1b, line 6 in the manuscript)) or the fraction
% being overlooked (for instance, edition vol. I, p. 206 (fol. 34a, line 10 in the manuscript)).
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it mildly — on shaky ground. Building such arguments in fact requires the re-
publication of the entire edition of the journal with major revisions.

Even though the problematic nature of the numerals has been openly
discussed in studies of the Haram al-sharif documents, this discussion was
often relegated to the footnotes. Donald Little was fully aware of the need for
a ‘fuller study’ on this issue that sadly never materialised,** and there is thus an
urgent need to push the discussion ahead. For a start, one very obvious aspect
that requires fuller discussion is that of terminology. Donald Little proposed
the term s7ydqa, but — as so often in his oeuvre — he never explained that choice.
On account of his strong influence this term has remained the standard way
of referring to these numerals in the Haram al-sharif documents until the pre-
sent day and has also made its way into Arabic-language scholarship.* Donald
Little of course adopted this term from Ottoman Studies, where broadly
comparable ligatures were widespread and have been well-studied.** In this
context they were called s7y4ga numerals because they were used alongside the
siyaga script. While the Ottoman history of these numerals has been fairly
well-studied, this is not the case for its previous historical development. In con-
sequence, scholarship has developed highly divergent narratives — often with
nationalistic undertones — that have not been put into communication. An
often-found argument is that these numerals first appeared under the Saljuks
and this is sometimes taken further to construct a specific Turkic genealogy for
them.* Another author could easily claim that we have here a system invented

in Yemen in the seventh/thirteenth century.”

82 Little, Documents Related to the Estates of a Merchant, 94.

8 Al-“‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 44; Muhammad, Qa’imat hadiya; Muhammad, ljraat jard
al-mawarith al-hashriya.

% For an overview see C. J. Heywood, Siyakat, in Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2nd edn, ed. P. Bearman,
T. Bianquis, C. E. Bosworth, E. van Donzel and W. P. Heinrichs, http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/
1573-3912_islam_SIM_7080 (last accessed 31 March 2021).

% The classic work on this issue is Fekete, Siyaqat-Schrift. More recent scholarship includes Otar,
Muhasebede Siyakat Rakamlar: and Oztiirk, Osmanls arsiv belgelerinde siyakat.

8¢ Even Kawatoko, On the Use of Coptic Numerals, speaks of ‘the Siyaqat letters of Turkey’ (60).
This narrative has also been widely adopted in Arabic-language scholarship: Hanash, a/-Madrasa
al-uthmaniya, 232; Hanash, al-Watha’iq al-‘uthmaniya, 85-6 and 191-92; Hasanayn, Fann
al-khatt al-‘arabi, 63; Siban, al-Mujam al-mawsi, 137; al-Bahnasi, Mu §am, 75; Zayn al-Din,
Musawwar, 383; Barakat, al-Khatt al-arabi, 33; al--Azzawi, al-Khatt, 415-6.

' Nir al-maarif fi nuzum wa-qawanin, 11, 59-63.
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In fact, what we have here is a widespread practice of writing numerals
that continued to evolve over the centuries and arguably took one specific
form of evolution in the context of Ottoman siyiga script. Once the nexus
with the siydga script was consolidated it became perfectly reasonable to des-
ignate these numerals with the same term. Yet, there is no reason to project
this development back onto the rich diversity of Arabic documentary numer-
als and to reduce this rich tradition to nothing but a precursor to its later
Ottoman branch. These numerals have a long pre-Ottoman pedigree and this
pedigree has no nexus whatsoever with the szydga script. Arabic documen-
tary numerals were rather used in combination with naskbi script, such as in
our Haram al-sharif documents, and in combination with k#f7 script, such
as on Saljuk coins.*® A term such as ‘Mamluk siyiga’® is thus misleading as it
implies a linear historical continuity that did not exist. It is also misleading as
it anachronistically uses a term that the modern reader might believe to be an
expression current in the period of the Cairo Sultanate.” However, the term
siyaga in connection with numerals was entirely foreign to texts on adminis-
trative and documentary affairs in the eighth/fourteenth and ninth/fifteenth
centuries such as al-Nuwayri’s Nibdyat al-arab, al-Asyati’s Jawaibir al-uqid
and al-Qalqashandi’s Subb al-a‘sha**

Apart from the term siyiga, we also find the term ‘diwdini numerals’
in scholarship, with reference to the term for administrative department
(diwdn).”> Most likely, the usage of these numerals in the Ottoman admin-
istration inspired this terminology and those pre-Ottoman examples where
we indeed see a link to political authority further encouraged scholarship to
keep using this term. Such earlier examples include the secretary Hilal al-Sabi’
(d. 448/1056), who refers to Arabic documentary numerals in his book on

% Al-Husayni, al-Nugnd al-islamiya f7 al-‘abd al-saljiki, 101.

% Little, Documents Related to the Estates of a Merchant, 94.

* The term “%m al-siyaga’ did exist in the pre-Ottoman period; see C. J. Heywood, Siydkat, in
Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2nd edn, ed. P. Bearman, T. Bianquis, C. E. Bosworth, E. van Donzel
and W. P.Heinrichs, http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_islam_SIM_7080 (last accessed
31 March 2021). However, it referred to book-keeping, not the documentary numerals.

' We find the term in al-Nuwayri, Nibdyat al-arab, VIII, 213, 214, 283 and 284 in the meaning of
‘column’.

2 Al-Husayni, al-Nugiid al-islamiya fi al-abd al-saljiki, 110; Broome, Coinage of the Seljugs of
Rum, 27; Muhammad, Q4 imat haddya; Khan, Legal and Administrative Documents, 507.


http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_islam_SIM_7080

192 | OWNING BOOKS AND PRESERVING DOCUMENTS

official correspondence written in fifth/eleventh-century Baghdad,” Saljuk
coins where we repeatedly find the same numerals,” and examples from the
Cairo administration around the year 700/1300, to which we will return later.

If we take a broader look, no exclusive link between these numerals and
official administration exists. Rather, we see them in a wide variety of difter-
ent documentary contexts. These include: Aba Ishaq, a trader in modern-day
Afghanistan who operated independently of any particular official admin-
istration and used these numerals in his accounting book; administrative
documents from the sixth/twelfth century preserved at the Mashhad shrine;”
endowment deeds written in Cairo during the lifetime of Burhan al-Din;” the
Haram al-sharif documents as the largest corpus known so far; and the journal
of Ibn Tawq from Damascus from just before the Ottoman period. We also
find these numbers in documentary manuscript notes such as endowment
notes,” transmission notes,” laudatory notes (fagriz),” reading notes'” and
summary notes.'”" This use of Arabic documentary numerals has not yet been
systematically recorded, but Boris Liebrenz has started to gather numerous
occurrences.'?

Once we free Arabic documentary numerals from the conceptual szyiga
and diwdni restraints, we can start to look at their pre-Ottoman pedigree in
more detail. This takes us well beyond any Turkic or Yemenite genealogies and

into widely different geographical areas. One of the earlier examples of the use

3 Hilal al-Sabt’, Rusam dar al-kbilafa, 43.

% This link was particularly emphasised by Hinz, Rechnungswesen orientalischer Reichsfinanzimter.
Shaykholhokamaei and Soleymani, Sakbtar-shindsi-yi panj waraq-i bisab (we thank Zahir Bhallo
for drawing our attention to this article).

Mostafa, Madrasa, Hangah und Mausoleum des Barqgigq.

See for instance the endowment note by Muhammad b. Qawam al-Din al-Hanafi in Damascus,
year 826, in the manuscript Damascus, Majmaal-lugha al-arabiya 21, fol. 1a (numeral ‘6’).
See for instance the samda ‘notes written in Alexandria in the years 729 and 731 in the manuscript
Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, Ms. Or. Oct 3810, fols 1a, 7a~7b (numeral 7).

See for instance the two zagriz notes dated to the year 826 in the manuscript Staatsbibliothek zu
Berlin, Wetzstein IT 164, fols 159b and 163a (numeral ‘6’).

See for instance the reading note dated to the year 744 in the manuscript Paris, Bibliotheque
Nationale de France Arabe 724, fol. 272b (all numerals) and the reading note dated to the year 859
in the manuscript Gotha, Forschungsbibliothek Gotha orient. A 1658, fol. 101a (all numerals).
See for instance the note on the number of hadiths in one of the recensions of al-Bukhiri’s com-
pendium in the manuscript Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, Wetzstein II 1333, fol. 197r.

Our thanks to Boris Liebrenz (Leipzig) for sharing his ongoing work on manuscript notes, espe-
cially those in Paris, Bibliotheque Nationale de France, with us.
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of these numerals is found in documents from a region far from Jerusalem,
modern-day Afghanistan, from the early fifth/eleventh century. The accounts
book of a certain Abt Ishiq on textiles dealing from the year 411/1021-2 uses
such documentary numerals exclusively.'” The numerals used are absolutely
identical with those that we find in the Haram al-sharif documents even
though they were separated by almost 400 years and thousands of miles. In
the same vein, the numerals on Saljuk coinage are, except from the numbers
for ‘one’ and ‘three’, identical with those in the Haram al-sharif documents.'**
Our numerals also appear in Cairo in a stand-alone (Fatimid?) list that Tamer
El-Leithy discovered among the Geniza papers in which a scribe practised
writing numerals.'” The numerals in this list are exactly the same as those
used in the documents produced in late eighth/fourteenth-century Jerusalem.
Staying in Cairo, the numerals appear in trans-Mediterranean lists of gifts
sent around the year 700/1300 by the Cairo Sultan al-Nasir Muhammad b.
Qalawin to the Aragonese king James I (r. 1285-1327)."% During the same
period, these numerals were also employed for administrative purposes in
Yemen.!”” Below, we will see that some differences can be observed between
regions and periods, but these are so few that it is possible to subsume these
numerical writing systems — for the time being — under one single category of
‘Arabic documentary numerals’.'*

We are far from really understanding this practice in any detail, and our
aim here is to connect some dots and to put the problem on the agenda of
scholarship. The situation is similar with regard to the second main numerical
writing system in pre-Ottoman documents and literary texts produced in West
Asia and North Africa, namely the so-called Coptic numerals. These were also

1% The National Library of Israel, Jerusalem, Ms.Heb.8333.23.

19 Al-Husayni, al-Nugiud al-islamiya fi al-abd al-saljiki; Broome, Coinage of the Seljugs of Rum.
19 Jewish Theological Seminary of America, New York ENA 3936.7 (we thank Tamer El-Leithy for
drawing our attention to this document and sharing it with us).

These lists are discussed by Bauden, Lists of Gifts, and we use the illustrations in this article for
our present discussion. The lists in question are Barcelona, Archivo de la Corona de Aragén,
Real Cancillerid, Cartas drabes, no. 146 (dated 699/1300) and Barcelona, Archivo de la Corona
de Aragén, Real Cancillerid, Cartas drabes, no. 149 (714/1315).

Niir al-ma‘arif fi nuzum wa-qawanin, 11, 59-63.

It remains to be seen whether there is a distinct Persianate tradition. At the very least the fractions
as listed by Hinz, Rechnungswesen orientalischer Reichsfinanzéimiter, are very foreign when com-
pared with those used in the late medieval documents.

106

107

108



194 | OWNING BOOKS AND PRESERVING DOCUMENTS

numerals derived from an alphabetical system, in this case Greek."” Yet, the
terminology for these numerals is — as much as is the case with our ‘szydga’ -
far from straightforward and scholarship often also refers to them as Greek
numerals or Rami numerals."’ The Genizah Research Unit (Cambridge)'"!
and the Princeton Geniza Project, in turn, have started to use the term hurif
al-zimam."'* This Greek/Coptic/Rami/ burif al-zimam system has a history
that is probably even richer than s7yiga, and it is most likely that we will end
up with a more granular terminology which better reflects divergent practices
in different regions and different periods. The Haram al-sharif corpus will be
part of this discussion as we find in many of its documents Arabic documen-
tary numerals (such as those by Burhan al-Din), but also other documents that
intensively use the Greek/Coptic/Rami/hurif al-zimdam system (such as the
accounts by the trader Nasir al-Din'").

One topic in this discussion will be whether the Arabic documentary
numerals can even be called an entirely distinct ‘system’. As they are highly con-
densed ligatures of the Arabic numbers written out they are often positioned on
a continuum, with the standard way to write out Arabic numerals at the other
end. Thus, to say whether a ligature is an Arabic documentary numeral or just
a hastily written numeral is in many cases not straightforward. This is evidently
different for the Greek/Coptic/Rami/burif al-zimam numerals that do not
look like anything Arabic at all. Whether the term ‘Arabic documentary numer-
als’ is the most fortunate remains to be seen, but it is useful to differentiate these
numerals from the Greek/Coptic/Rami/burif al-zimdam system based on the
Greek alphabet.

Who opted at what points for either of the two systems (respectively, for
one of the branches that we will have to define) is evidently still entirely unclear.
However, for the late medieval setting of the present book, there seems to
be one very distinct link that might allow us to narrow down one context
in which Arabic documentary numerals were intensively used — documents

linked to notary witnesses. The Haram al-sharif documents come from this

1 On these numerals see Kawatoko, On the Use of Coptic Numerals.

10 Déroche, Islamic Codicology, 97.

' Connolly, ‘Coptic’ Numerals and Genizah Studies (accessed 31 October 2021).

112 Elbaum and Rustow, Basic Guide (accessed 2 January 2022).

113 See for instance account #583 (we thank Michail Hradek/Munich for this reference).
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milieu to a large extent, and this link might also explain why Ibn Tawq used
Arabic documentary numerals in his narrative text. Ibn Tawq was himself a
notary witness and his journal includes such a large number of documents
thatithasbeen described as ‘a detailed log of a notary’s professional calendar’.*
The Arabic documentary numerals appear in this log exactly in those places
where he reproduces the contents of yet another document, and it is clear
that in many cases he had these documents in front of him when reproducing
them in his narrative text. If there is something like a specific system of Arabic
documentary numerals during the period of the Cairo Sultanate, this salient
role of notary witnesses seems to be the most promising point to pursue.

That Arabic documentary numerals were so widespread allows us to do
away with scholarly myths that have started to surround the ‘s7y2ga’ numbers
other than the nationalistic undertones. Scholarship has repeatedly suggested
that these numerals might have functioned as a secretive code, describing them
as ‘obscure’ numerals in need of ‘deciphering’® or as needing ‘to be deciphered
from their s7yiq “camouflage™."¢ There is no question that these numerals are
very difficult to read for us and present a major obstacle when approaching
such documents. Yet the fact that these numerals remained unchanged over
long periods and across far-flung regions indicates that they were not exactly a
highly secretive code. They appeared on texts as public as coins and manuscript
notes, they were understood by a group as large as the notary witnesses, and
they could be used in documents sent across the Mediterranean to the court of
Aragon. Arabic documentary numerals are simply difficult for us to read, but
they were not secretive and such tropes of secrecy are centred on the research-
ers’ own experiences of incomprehension. Comparable tropes are known from
other fields such as linguistics, where the languages spoken by itinerant groups
with non-conforming grammars ‘are frequently described by scholarly and lay
observers as “secret languages™."” It is also important to underline that Arabic
documentary numerals are in no way more forgery-proof than the standard

numerals. For instance, it requires minimal intervention and skill to change ‘4’
to ‘9, ‘40’ to ‘90’, ‘400’ to ‘900’ and so on.

1

=

4

El-Leithy, Living Documents, Dying Archives, 412.
> Lutfl, Al-Quds al-Mamlikiyya, 86 and 322.

¢ Haarmann, Library, 333.

Richardson, Invisible Strangers, 197.
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From theabove, itis evident that the history of numerical systemsemployed
in Arabic-script documents and codices remains to be written. Our field has
only started to scratch the surface of different systems, of their diachronic
development, of their interconnections and of their social contexts. To write
this history we first need to do the groundwork, and this includes providing
research tools with which to facilitate the future use of documents containing
such numerals. The following list is meant as a contribution in this direction.
It is an expanded list of Arabic documentary numerals that is based on the
work done by Donald Little, especially the list he suggested after almost two
decades of working with the documents.'”” In order to give an idea of the
variations of Arabic documentary numerals, we have opted to move beyond
the corpus of the Haram al-sharif documents and we juxtapose numerals
from three contexts: Aba Ishaqg’s account book (early fifth/eleventh century;
modern-day Afghanistan), documents on Burhan al-Din from the Haram
al-sharif corpus (late eighth/fourteenth century; Jerusalem) and Ibn Tawq’s

journal (early tenth/sixteenth century; Damascus).

Table 6.4 Comparison between Arabic documentary numerals in Abi Ishaq’s
account book (411/1021-2), documents on Burban al-Din (780s/1380s) and
Ibn Tawq’s journal (late ninth/fifteenth century)

Value AbuIshiq Burhanal-Din Ibn Tawq Remarks
‘and’ ()

P4 IT uses this mark in conjunction
with numbers higher than 11,
while for BD the equivalent
figure is 21; in BD the stroke can
be horizontal or slanted.

\ A N

" Little, Documents Related to the Estates of a Merchant. Apart from its comparative nature, our
list reflects the progress that has been made in the meantime (for instance the numeral for ‘33’ in
his list is really the numeral for ‘303’) and to fill voids (e.g. there are no fractions). The Table in
Mostafa, Madrasa, Hangah und Mausoleum des Bargng, 168/9 has very few examples and is of
limited benefit as it uses print numerals.
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Table 6.4 (continued)

Value Abt Ishiaq Burhianal-Din Ibn Tawq Remarks

% L &

Y f” ”f additional understroke in BD
—

1 ) d

2 (in 12-92) J J

3 r P

3 (in 13-93) ‘ ‘

4 BD has two ligatures that differ
‘,’-J at the end

4 (in 14-94) ' '

5 P BD has two ligatures that differ
P at the end

5 (in 15-95) P P > p the ligatures can be closed or

open in all cases

6 ! . (./

6 (in 16-96) V4 77

7 "V P-v
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Table 6.4 (continued)

Value

Abt Ishaq Burhinal-Din Ibn Tawq Remarks

7 (in 17-97)

8

8 (in 18-98)

9 (in 19-99)

10

10 (in 11-19)

11.5

12

13

15

15.75

16

18.25

19

20

¢ ERATY

¥

ks

S &

\&

5]
S?

o
<

vy
«

S
P

BD has two ligatures that differ
at the end

T HE R RITY

v/J
7

'

(oW =
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Table 6.4 (continued)

Value Abt Ishiaq Burhianal-Din Ibn Tawq Remarks
25 ; 9
26
S, b/
30 'b J
-
35 ‘)?
38 ¢
r (;/M
40 ‘ , f
" S o
¢ < v
70 o
v LA‘" f'
[ ]
K St S
100 ‘ IT writes the final yz’of e in
( 100 and 300-900 as a second
stroke if no other numeral
follows
150 1 AT always writes the final y2’
AP, ] of 4 in 100 and 300-900 as a
second stroke
188 IT omits the second stroke
"‘e’ M “ when a numeral follows
194 l ) L
200 IL ﬂ
y/
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Table 6.4 (continued)

Value Abt Ishaq Burhinal-Din Ibn Tawq Remarks
242
o7
L
300 r & IT writes the final y2’as a

second stroke as no other
numeral follows

o
305 l t
350 v 4‘
X (&
X

468 h’;’m g

Ty
510.5 rs;[‘ Ao

Hhto
600 0./
606 P‘»—-

700 ( b-.,
b
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Table 6.4 (continued)

Value Abt Ishiq Burhinal-Din Ibn Tawq Remarks

783 M ‘80’ is written here as a simple

stroke very similar to ‘and’. The
reading of 783 — in contrast to
703’ — is only secure because we
know when BD lived.

784 J here a different shape is used for
( 4 700718
800 , )
891 Al retains the final y2’even
bk though another numeral follows
900 (?
950 '
Ve
1,000 | ’ I If

1,365 /Q“

1,962

)7
2,000 y’ g/ ‘

2,100

2,533 ‘Jjj; I

18 £005.
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Table 6.4 (continued)

Value Abt Ishiq Burhinal-Din Ibn Tawq Remarks

2,496 d/f,gv

3,000 ém

3,300 fo

4,000

6,660 Mw Ve

Ao
4]

15,000 ﬂ’
16,300 {0‘4"//

17,500 [

(Fsy
Sy

19,421




Looking Beyond Jerusalem: The Dynamics
of the Written Word and its Materiality

his book had as its starting point a micro-history, the story of a reciter

owning books and preserving documents in medieval Jerusalem. While
reconstructing and writing this story we have focused on Burhan al-Din’s
social position and his cultural practices, but we hope that we have also suc-
ceeded in bringing to life the day-to-day travails of such an individual. There
is no doubt that in more able hands his story could serve as inspiration for the
Palestinian equivalent to Amitav Ghosh’s In an Antigue Land. What we want
to do in this conclusion is more mundane, namely to reflect on how this micro-
history contributes to wider discussions and wider developments in studying
the medieval history of West Asia and North Africa. This reflection will be
focused on those three areas where we think that this book has something to
say that might resonate beyond the small worlds of hardcore bibliophiles and
document scholars: firstly, by offering a broader historical argument on lit-
eracy, secondly by engaging with the methodological turn towards materiality,
and thirdly by placing a conceptual emphasis on processes.

As for the historical argument, this study of Burhan al-Din’s books
completes a trilogy of analyses of documented book collections in medieval
Bilad al-Sham that are known to date. It thus functions as a capstone for an
(admittedly modest) arch encompassing the Ashrafiya library of seventh/
thirteenth-century Damascus and the Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi library of ninth/
fifteenth-century Damascus. The conclusion of this trilogy is a good point at
which to step back and reflect on the bigger picture. The first point coming
out of these studies is how unhelpful categories such as ‘Islamic library’ are.
More fitting is a heuristic typology of libraries, namely the endowed library

203
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(Ashrafiya), the author library (Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi) and the prestige library
(Burhin al-Din). These different types reflect the very different profiles of the
books on their shelves and their meanings for their owners and users. The
endowed library clearly catered for broader reading interests and larger reading
audiences and was thus characterised by a wide range of diverse works. The
author library, in turn, catered for the scholarly interests of its owner, who
routinely employed these books in the process of producing new texts — in the
case of Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi a particular focus was hadith. The prestige library
reflected the wider cultural world in which its owner acted, but had neither
the breadth of the endowed library nor the clear thematic profile of the author
library.

The main argument emanating from the present study and the trilogy as
a whole, however, is that the written word played an increasingly central role
in the socio-cultural practices of these societies. The massive growth of local
endowed libraries across urban topographies, especially from the seventh/
thirteenth century onwards, meant that the book was more and more tightly
woven into the fabric of society. The Burhan al-Din library was arguably the
result of the diffusion of the written word into ever-wider sections of society.
After the spread of the endowment libraries we see here a further step, where
considerable book collections started to be found well beyond the endow-
ment, the court and the elite scholar’s household. The history of literacy, book
ownership and authorship in Arabic-speaking societies has by now its fair
share of revolutions and turning points and we do not want to add yet another
one. We argue, however, that over the course of the eighth/fourteenth century
we see a further rise in the number of people who actively engaged with the
written word. True, the Haram al-sharif corpus is a rare snapshot and there is
always the danger of advancing over-consistent arguments on the basis of very
inconsistent source corpora. However, having studied various manifestations
of the written word in medieval Bilad al-Sham (libraries such as the Ashrafiya
and the Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi collections as well as documentary corpora such
as the Haram al-sharif and the Qubbat al-khazna corpora), we are in a posi-
tion to at least suggest that in this period more and more people started to
own books and to engage with documents. This was not a torrent of literacy
flooding society, but a multifaceted and complicated development. The case

of post-canonical hadith booklets, which went into decline precisely in the
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eighth/fourteenth century with fewer and fewer of them produced, is a case
in point. Yet, overall there is ample evidence for the hypothesis that there were
significantly more individuals in Bilad al-Sham who routinely dealt with books
and documents in the year 800/1397 than there were in the year 700/1300.

This hypothesis and the trilogy underlying it were based on very specific
case studies, and with each case the lingering doubt remains as to whether it is
just an exception, nothing but an odd one out. Looking at them in combina-
tion and considering those features they share and do not share has made what
is actually unique and what is, rather, a broader trend more evident. In conse-
quence, when an earlier book argued that ‘it seems likely that at least for Syrian
and Egyptian cities the proportion of those able to read simple texts was rather
a two-digit than a one-digit number’," we can now make such statements with
much more confidence. One aspect that has remained completely beyond the
scope of our studies is the rural areas, for which documentary corpora and
evidence of book ownership are much sparser. In addition, the world of books
(less so that of documents) as we represent it is still an overwhelmingly male
history.

Our work has also shown that a simplistic dichotomy between literate
and illiterate would not serve the field. Rather, it is evident that, as has been
argued for medieval Europe, a ‘plurality of written cultures coexisted’ where
individuals had the ability to engage with the written word to very varying
degrees. The example of Burhan al-Din shows the staggering number of
books that could be found in the house of an individual who — had his estate
archive not survived — would have vanished from the historical record without
a trace. How often Burhian al-Din read his books, whether he even read all
of them, what he made of them and other similar questions have to remain
unanswered. It is clear, however, that the written word in the form of the book
was part and parcel of the world of this rather average individual in eighth/
tourteenth-century Jerusalem. This spread of literacy is not the outcome of
a technological revolution, and paper had been around for centuries in West
Asia and North Africa. Rather, we see here a typical example showing that

U Hirschler, Written Word, 29.
* Bertrand, Documenting the Everyday, 7.
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technological change does not automatically lead to far-reaching changes, but
that its impact depends on individuals and societies adopting this change.

This book has extended the argument of its two predecessors in that it
dealt with the question of how the written word was woven into the social-
cultural fabric by looking not just at books, but also at pragmatic literacy. This
world of documents was invisible in the case of the Ashrafiya Library, as nei-
ther its endowment deed nor a single sheet of its day-to-day paperwork (such
as accounting books, payment slips and petitions) has survived (or rather, has
been identified thus far). There were some glimpses of the documentary world
in the case of Ibn “‘Abd al-Hadi, who bound several of his documents into the
intricate books that he produced. The nature of the Haram al-sharif source
corpus means that the intimate link between the world of books and the world
of documents is only fully visible in the case of Burhan al-Din. His case clearly
shows to what extent the large number of books he owned went hand in hand
with the large number of documents that he preserved at home. Not only
were there many documents, they also came in wildly different shapes and
forms. This wide range in the documents’ materiality shows how many actors
were involved in producing such paperwork — individuals who clearly had
very different ideas of what a document was meant to look like. In the course
of the eighth/fourteenth century, it thus seems that an increasing number of
ordinary men and ordinary women produced documents in their day-to-day
activities without having recourse to professional scribes who would have
imposed a larger degree of uniformity.

The number of documents linked to Burhin al-Din and their material
variety thus indicate, as do the size of book collections, the extent to which
the written word had penetrated day-to-day activities in the late eighth/
fourteenth century beyond the madrasa, beyond the court, beyond the world
of legal administration and beyond the households of the political elite. This
was a world in which lay people could use documents with utmost efficiency
for the most banal transactions, such as concise receipts for rent payments for
modest houses. It is also clear that medieval people were keen conservers of
their documents, that they carefully safeguarded the documents they received
and that those dealing with their estates skilfully reconfigured these personal
collections into the new archival configurations they needed: estate archives.

Individuals were thus not just using more documents: they also considered
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them to be of increasing importance and relevance, and thus made them
retrievable in various ways.

This increasing role of the written word in wider sections of the popula-
tion was arguably part of a wider transformation of society and economy.
Georg Christ has proposed that external shocks such as climate change and,
especially, the Black Death in the eighth/fourteenth century with the subse-
quent series of epidemics triggered a shift towards what he characterises as a
‘tully mature knowledge economy’. This meant that the role of the agricul-
tural and manufacturing sectors diminished during the period of the Cairo
Sultanate while the tertiary sector (long-distance trade and higher education)
thrived.” In combination with the continuing spread of endowments and pro-
cesses of bureaucratisation, the amount of paperwork that circulated within
society and the numbers of those who handled it certainly increased. Our
observation that wider sections of society had increased rates of pragmatic
literacy and also bookish literacy in the eighth/fourteenth century was thus
arguably linked to a profound transformation of social structures and thus also
of cultural practices.

Whereas this literacy argument addresses a historical phenomenon, we
see our book’s second contribution as being to the wider field of the meth-
odology of how we study the past, specifically the topic of materiality. The
study of the medieval history of West Asia and North Africa emerged within
a strongly text-centred philological tradition, and the later emergence of the
field of Mamluk Studies took place with this same approach to the past. The
focus was on publishing an ‘authoritative’ and unified version of a given text
at the expense of the multiple traditions that fed into the handwritten versions
that went before it. In the process, the material texture vanished from sight.
Issues such as the differing layouts of the same text, the bindings of the codices,
the papers on which the text was written, the usage traces on the books, the
composite manuscripts into which they might have been bound, and other
features were more often than not invisible when accessing the printed edition.
Today we often worry about how the ubiquity of the digital facsimile might
undermine an appreciation of the material artefact. Whatever the negative

impact of the digital might be, it will always have a far less disastrous impact

3 Christ, Economic Decline.
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than print editions have had on our understanding of handwritten writerly
culture.

Our field has come a long way since its text-centred beginnings, and the
material turn in wider history has changed scholarly approaches in many
ways. Scholarship on book studies has been particularly prone to integrating
the material turn, and this methodological development might radiate to the
wider field of studying the medieval history of West Asia and North Africa.
For instance, analysing the library of Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi without paying heed to
his binding strategies, without ‘reading’ his composite manuscripts as intricate
material constructions, would have meant missing out on essential elements of
this splendid monument to medieval Syrian book culture. As regards Burhan
al-Din’s library, consideration of its material objects made its main contribu-
tion in terms of enabling us to understand the documentary corpus. The nest-
ing of the booklet’s sheets and the folding of the documents, the layout of the
page and the format of the sheet, archival holes and archival strings have all
been central elements for building up this book’s arguments. The material plu-
rality of documents, for instance, is so important for literacy because it shows
that people from very different walks of life claimed the right to produce docu-
ments and did not hesitate to do so in very idiosyncratic (or ‘unprofessional’)
ways. This wild world of documentary formats can hardly be described with
the functional categories that we as modern historians might try to create.
Paying attention to these ever-new material forms of documents is crucial for
understanding the increasingly writerly world in which these individuals lived.

Apart from the historical and the methodological, this book’s third contri-
bution lies in the conceptual, namely in its emphasis on processes and actors,
rather than structure. The book has thus not been on a quest to find the
archive, but has been interested in archival practices sustained by various social
actors; it has not been on a quest to identify the state, but was interested in
socio-cultural practices driven by households within the military and politi-
cal elite; and it has not primarily been on a quest to find stable libraries, but
rather to discover the processes of how and by whom libraries were made and
unmade. As we have seen, especially, in Chapter 3, the first and the second
element, ‘archive’ and ‘state’, are closely interconnected: most document pres-
ervation in the political elite was carried out in a polycentric network of house-

holds and far from any ‘state’ archive. In the civilian elite we observe a similar
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complex network of processes. Even if papers were legally relevant, such as in
the case of estate archives, the archival actor in Jerusalem was not the judge or
an organisation called ‘court’, but a rather obscure trustee — an ‘official’ whom
we only know from the paperwork that he himself left behind. It will thus be
our task to retrace the faint traces of such elusive archival practices on those
documents that have reached us, rather than trying to slot them into visions of
state structures. In this book we suggested, for instance, that the ‘estate archive’
is an important stage in the trajectories of many papers. Listening to the archi-
val stories of documents will certainly bring up many other social sites where
documents were (even if only for short periods) brought together, preserved
and reconfigured. There is, however, little doubt that in late medieval society
home is the prime site where practices of document preservation should be
looked for — the homes of judges and notary witnesses, of administrators and
officers, and of traders and reciters.

Distributed document preservation, especially in homes, is particularly
crucial for furthering our understanding of social processes. It brings into
focus a growing number of actors who confidently claimed a considerable
role within society via asserting the right to keep (and to discard) documents.
The agency of these individuals has often been overlooked in scholarship that
has privileged ‘Mamluk’ state structures and endowed organisations in under-
standing how society functioned or failed to function. The social strategy of
Burhan al-Din has only become evident as a result of a detailed study of how
declarations of intent (not ‘decrees’ or ‘diplomas’) were produced, used and
preserved. His socio-cultural practice of acquiring personal stipends from
low-ranking officers is exactly one point where we see the agency of otherwise
invisible individuals — individuals whose social position cannot be grasped
with the catch-all term ‘scholar’. The specific case detected here, patronage
between peripheral scholars and low-ranking officers, is in this particular shape
probably a development specific to the late Qalawinid and early Barquqid
periods in the late eighth/fourteenth century. There is no doubt that a further
interest in social and cultural practices will bring out other manifestations of
such practices and will allow us to get a better understanding of their historical
dynamics.

The conceptual emphasis on processes has, finally, been crucial for

the way we approach libraries. Before serious library history emerged as a
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sub-field, the discipline of studying medieval West Asia and North Africa
was dominated by its fixation on the ‘holy trinity’ of the grand royal libraries
of ‘Abbasid Baghdad, Fatimid Cairo and Umayyad Cordoba. It was argu-
ably the typical lure of the stable organisation that contributed to a focus on
these libraries, even though the extant documentation for them is - to put
it mildly — not overwhelming. At the same time, the massive evidence that
we have for ephemeral book collections was simply sidelined. The history of
libraries cannot be written with any precision if the focus is on neat, long-
lasting and easily definable organisations — the search for ‘the’ library will end
in an impasse just as much as will the search for ‘the” archive. The demise of
the grand royal libraries of ‘Abbasid Baghdad, Fatimid Cairo and Umayyad
Cordoba (however ‘grand’ they really were) was not a sign of decline or
decay. Rather, their end was part of the long-term process of books being
reconfigured in new collections. In the same vein, endowed libraries in the
period of the Cairo Sultanate had rather short life cycles. This was not because
endowment administrators or the political elite were inherently corrupt, but
because libraries have to be, in most cases, thought of as processes, not as
stable entities. To write such a processual history of libraries and book col-
lections dispenses with the need to engage in hackneyed debates on decline,
corruption, malpractices, plunder and theft. Rather, it enables us to see how
specific individuals and specific organisations acquired, materially changed
and divested books. The history of libraries is thus one of constant reconfigu-
ration, of books that rapidly move and on collections that disappear as quickly
as they come into being. The analytically richest moments in the history of a
library are generally not when it was extant, but are to be found in the process
of its books coming together and in the process of its books parting company

while moving on to their next life stage.
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Analysis and Edition of the Sale Booklet

fter the narrative Part I, this Part presents the core documents from

Burhan al-Din’s estate archive. In this chapter we start with the contents
of this book’s central objects, the three-sheet document that we call a ‘sale
booklet’. We settled on the term after initially referring to it as an ‘auction
list’. However, once we had identified the documentary network to which this
booklet belonged (for this see Chapter 8) it became clear that this document
was not so much a reflection of the actual proceedings of the auction — this
must have been done in another ‘ghost” document that is lost. The booklet,
rather, aimed at reworking the details of the auction to group together what
was sold to each buyer and what each buyer had to pay. This booklet was writ-
ten by the otherwise unknown scribe Muhammad (Ibn) ‘Asha, who was in
the service of the judge’s trustee, al-Adhrad. Apart from writing this booklet,
this scribe also appears as one of the buyers in this auction (Buyer 70). In the
booklet we find the names of the eighty-seven buyers who participated in the
auction, the books and other objects they bought, the price for each item and
the total sum owed by each buyer. (For the methodology we used to identify
the buyers, see Chapter 8.)

This booklet subsequently remained in use and served as a point of refer-
ence when al-AdhraT and his men registered payments. That they kept return-
ing to this booklet is evident from the strokes as well as the terms ‘gubida’ and
‘wuzina’, all added in subsequent days (see Chapter 4). In addition, they had
this booklet in front of them when they were writing document #968 and the
debtor list in document #793. The booklet is undated, but, like document
#812, it was clearly written at an early point in the process of settling Burhan
al-Din’s estate (see Chapter 8 for the timeline). This is evident from its role

as a point of reference for other documents and also from a heading, which
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is quite detailed when compared with later documents: ‘Ttemised list of the
names [of the objects] sold from the estate of the late Burhan al-Din al-Nasirf,
who passed into the mercy of God the Almighty before the date [of this list’s
writing]; [organised] according to those [buyers] mentioned therein’.

The (Vanished) Books of Burhan al-Din’s Library

As repeatedly mentioned, this study (and thus also this chapter) is missing
one crucial component, namely the actual books that once were in Burhin
al-Din’s home. The identification of the written artefacts would have added a
crucial material dimension to our overall discussion of Burhin al-Din’s books.
It would have been particularly helpful for writing the present chapter in order
to identify book titles. In the absence of the actual codices, we have had to rely
exclusively on the rather concise and often entirely elusive short titles given
in the sale booklet. Comparing our data with extant books would have been
hugely useful in helping us decrypt the scribe’s practice of ‘translating’ the long
titles on the actual codex into the short entries that we find in the sale booklet.

Identifying books is a crucial step in any historical work on a vanished
library, and more and more work is being conducted in this regard.! As part of
our contribution, we want to briefly lay out our approach when conducting
this, ultimately unsuccessful, search. The field is still far from having easily
accessible and reliable data from many libraries holding Arabic codices, and
under these circumstances no project can claim to have conducted a compre-
hensive search. Rather, one has to opt for those modern collections that seem
to be the most promising repositories for identitying the books in question.
We focused our search on collections that are today in Jerusalem, as there
is some probability that at least a few of Burhin al-Din’s books stayed in
the town. In these collections, we identified all the codices that carry title
components matching those in the sale booklet and that were written before
the year of Burhan al-Din’s death (789 hzjri). On each of these codices we

looked for evidence (ownership statements, reading notes, endowment notes

! The most pertinent recent examples are Necipoglu, Kafadar and Fleischer, Treasures of Knowledge;
D’hulster, Browsing through the Sultan’s Bookshelves and Kyle Wynter-Stoner’s Ph.D. project
(University of Chicago).
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and so on) that might have linked it to Burhin al-Din or to the buyer of the
respective book.

Within Jerusalem, we conducted our search in the four main manuscript
collections, the Aqsa Mosque, the Khalidiya, the Budayriya and the National
Library of Israel, in addition to smaller collections that hold very few early
codices, such as the Isaf al-Nashashibi Library (with eight codices before the
year 789) and the Uzbakiya Library (with one codex before the year 789). In
the National Library of Israel, currently the largest library with Arabic codices
in the city, considerable segments of the collections are not directly relevant as
they have no specific historical link to Palestine. This is especially true for the
Yahuda collection, which was acquired in cities all over the Middle East.” In
this sense, the probability of finding a Burhan al-Din book in this collection
is as high (or low) as in other collections such as Princeton University Library
or the Chester Beatty Library in Dublin. The National Library also holds the
collection of approximately six hundred codices labelled ‘AP’ that form part
of a larger collection of what is euphemistically called ‘Abandoned Property’.
These codices reflect an important part of the pre-1948 manuscript topog-
raphy of Palestine and can be considered as local as their peers in the Agsa
Mosque, the Khalidiya or the Budayriya libraries.

The first step (matching title and period on the basis of catalogues®) led
to numerous candidates across the libraries. In the Aqsa Mosque library, for
instance, the search led to thirty codices that had a relevant title element and
were written before the year 789. However, following the second step (check-
ing the manuscript notes) none of these codices could be securely ascribed to
the library of Burhan al-Din. There were near-misses, such as a copy of Rzyad
al-salibin by al-Nawawi (d. 676/1277) of which we find a copy in the sale
booklet (book 7).> The Aqsa manuscript does indeed carry an ownership note
of one of the buyers from the auction of Burhan al-Din’s books, namely Ibn

N}

Ukeles, Abrabam Shalom Yabuda.

On the printed AP items in the NLI see Amit, Salvage or Plunder and Derri, Construction of
‘Native’ Jews, 15-19.

Salameh, Fibris makhtutat Maktabat al-Masjid al-Aqsa; Jo’beh and Salameh, Fibris makbtatat
al-Maktaba al-Khalidiya; Salameh, Fibris makbtatat al-Maktaba al-Budayriya; Barakat, Fibris
makbtitat Maktabar Dar Isaf al-Nashashibi; Barakat, Catalogue of Manuscripts of the Uzbek
Zawiya (we thank Samel Thope, National Library of Israel, for sharing a list of the AP codices).
Salameh, Fibris makbtutat Maktabat al-Masjid al-Aqsa, 1, 85 (no. 76).
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al-Muhandis (Buyer 11), who bought dozens of books in the auction.® This
note is undated, but the codex also contains a note of transmission for this
same scholar referring to a reading session in Damascus just a year after Burhan
al-Din’s death.” One could easily see that Ibn al-Muhandis bought the book
and then travelled to Damascus to acquire an 7j2za, licensing him to transmit
the work.

Regrettably, it was not Ibn al-Muhandis who bought Burhin al-Din’s
Riyad al-salibin in the auction, but rather the prominent officer and vice-
regent Nasir al-Din Muhammad b. Bahadar (Buyer 2). One could assume that
Nasir al-Din bought the book and sold it shortly after to Ibn al-Muhandis,
but the problem is that there is no positive evidence for such an assumption in
terms of manuscript notes. In addition, this would make the story even more
complicated because the ownership note explicitly states that Ibn al-Muhandis
bought the codex from the heirs of somebody called Badr al-Din. Thus, the
book would have had to have passed from Burhan al-Din to Nasir al-Din,
subsequently to this Badr al-Din and finally to Ibn al-Muhandis, who took it
to Damascus, in less than a year. While this is not impossible, Rzyad al-salibin
was a highly popular title so there is too high a chance that Ibn al-Muhandis’s
book that we find in the Aqsa Mosque Library today is a codex that had noth-
ing to do with that of Burhin al-Din.

Another group of strong contenders were those titles for which only

few codices exist. For instance, the Aqsai Mosque Library holds a copy
of Ibn Shaddad’s biography of Salah al-Din, al-Nawddir al-sultiniya.’

¢ Fol. 175a:
o2 /[ e 4] o el daal i) af Cpsalisal) /[ (et ) (] ) ) U (5 55 foaa g i 2eal)
s Vs [Alan ] (e ad Saliy als AdleS sl /[, (0al (r Copal) (a8 (] /[, 4] s (ol bl o2ai
(A il 3 pena (r dana /Al Lagile 3¢l /)]

7 Fol. 175b:
el S ol ax g ) Lm0l a2 g0 158 Ul b 5 dgmim 5 4l 5 dase [Lidss o ) Lia g oas 5 4 aeall]
oshsaas ) A a5 55l (s LS ol ) (o (Y ) ALY atll il Sl OIS e s S8 2oy
aanl ) cnall ey Zlll o deal all elica Zull) s ol cpall Gla g emall diiall aleY) Fuldll e asy jua
JaV) &l o e guall il cpal) e3le Jaladl allall ale¥) goadll Jo 4l delowsy (Jad il ol (5 Sy #2U o
Capaal) )y dlan 53 e O L Alaly (2 jlae 52 5 Al das ) 28LEN landl Cl 3503 G aaa) ) (al) (38 e
il allall ala¥) sl o) 5o deLoad) dnand agle et il Tan ) Ciieaall (pa 4l deLanss dus 5 yaall (3 4y 5
Gy maay . udigall (b sagedd) Aiiad) el daaa ¢ daal G dana Cpal) Guad (p daal Gubad) gl ()
S 5 el s el (Blieds (5 50Y) paladly Aleris et A ) 53 e i la AT Gallae A
Ade 4 le a8Lal) (g HaiSuY) 73 G sl ol o [an] )]

8 Salameh, Fibris makbtutat Maktabat al-Masjid al-Agsa, 1, 189 (no. 203).
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In the sale booklet we find that this title (book 49) was bought by Ibn al-
Muhandis. However, there is no positive evidence on the Aqsa codex in terms
of relevant manuscript notes. In addition, it was not possible to identify clus-
ters of such contenders via other provenance criteria, such as a shared later
owner/library or nearby classmarks in the Aqsa Mosque.” In consequence,
it was impossible to move this book or any of its peers from the group of
contenders to the group of possible matches.

In total we identified more than a hundred codices in the libraries of
Jerusalem (forty-three in the Budayriya, thirty in the Aqsa Mosque, twenty-
five in the Khalidiya, three in the ‘AP’ section of the National Library of Israel
and two in the Dar Is‘af al-Nashashibi) that matched in terms of title and
period. That we were not able to link any of them to the library of Burhan
al-Din might be of interest to further provenance research. This might mean
that Burhan al-Din and the other buyers never, or rarely, wrote ownership
notes on their books and that these books were subsequently so often recon-
figured in new collections that there are no other provenance criteria in terms
of shared trajectories. That book owners rarely wrote their names on the books
they owned is very likely, as the number of ownership notes on these manu-
scripts is often quite low. For instance, the copy of al-Nawddir al-sultaniya
in the Aqsa Mosque Library carries notes relevant for its readership, but none
for its ownership even though it is by now almost 800 years old." That the
owners did not write their names into the books they owned might be due to
the fact that books were highly mobile objects that moved so rapidly between a
high number of households that owners did not individually mark them. The
absence of ownership notes is a fascinating phenomenon that brings up the
much wider question of who put ‘when?’, ‘for what reasons?” notes on manu-
scripts. The cultural logic of when manuscript users noted their engagements
on the object was evidently deeply inscribed in power structures, with female
users, for instance, or users from non-elite backgrounds, probably less likely to

? On using such provenance criteria in the identification of codices see Hirschler, Ashrafiya Library
Catalogne and Hirschler, Monument.
' The codex (Maktabat al-Masjid al-Aqgsa 203) has four reading notes and one further note that
has been partly scratched off so that it is impossible to know what kind of relationship (reading/
lending/owning/endowing) it referred to.
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leave their name on the manuscripts. This topic will certainly be a vivid field of
research in years to come.'!

In addition to searching the main Jerusalem collections with a Palestinian
heritage, we also followed up references to Jerusalem codices in other libraries.
By necessity, this was not done systematically, but was based on identifying
books concerned with the Palestinian written tradition. To these belong, for
instance, Bashir Barakat’s Térikh al-maktabat al-arabiya, which has a chapter
dedicated to ‘the Jerusalem manuscripts removed from Palestine’ and Yusuf
al-Uzbaki’s Tarikh ma‘alim al-masjid al-Agsa, where we checked more than
100 titles of codices that were produced or circulated in Jerusalem.'* Apart
from searching Jerusalem collections and checking Jerusalem codices around
the world, a final approach was to follow up on prominent book owners who
acted in in proximity to Burhan al-Din’s auction. To these belong the major-
domo of the Sultan in Cairo, Jamal al-Din Mahmad, who was implicated in
the misdeeds of the judge Sharaf al-Din in Jerusalem and whose officer, al-Sayfi
Bulat, was at the auction (Buyer 3). As mentioned above, Mahmud built up
a massive library which he endowed in Cairo, and which he sourced to a large
extent in Bilad al-Sham, in particular from a member of the Jama‘a family,
Ibrahim ibn Jama‘a (790/1388)." Frustratingly, checking books that had once
belonged to Mahmid again did not bring up any convincing trace of a codex
that had once belonged to Burhan al-Din.

Identification of Buyers, Books and Other Objects

We turn now to an annotated version of the sale booklet. In the following list,
those parts of the personal name (including titles and invocations) mentioned
in the salebookletare underlined. For instance, Buyer 1 appearsin the sale book-
let as “al-Shaykh al-Najmi aada Allah barakatahu wa-rahima salafahu al-karim’
and he is in the following list as ‘al-Shaykh al-Khatib Muhammad b. ‘Abd

al-Rahman al-Najmi, ¢ ‘dda Allidb barakatabu wa-rabima salafabu al-karim’

"' Matthew Keegan discusses the issue with regard to audition certificates in the framework of
his ongoing book project, Before World Literature: al-Hariri’s Impostures in an Islamic Age of
Commentary.

12 Eight titles showed a potential overlap with a title in Burhan al-Din’s sale booklet. We then checked
the respective codex, but none of them contained compelling evidence that it was indeed in the
library of Burhan al-Din.

3 This library is the subject of the Ph.D. thesis by Kyle Wynter-Stoner (University of Chicago).
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to differentiate between information taken from the booklet and what we
added from other sources (‘al-Khatib Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman’). In
those cases where the buyer’s name appears in one of the other documents in
the estate-related documentary network (see Chapter 8), the respective debtor
or payor number, as well as the name used in that document, if different, are
provided. Also underlined in the following list are those parts of the book title
and the author’s name mentioned in the sale booklet. This includes frequently
occurring terms referring to the materiality of the codex such as ‘parts of”
(ajza’ min) and ‘complete’ (kamil) as well as the term ‘wa-ghayrubu’ (‘and
more still’) that the scribe used to indicate further titles. For example, the sale
booklet provides for book 82 the following information: ‘Fusal Ibn Mu‘ti
wa-ghayruhu’. In our list this title appears as ‘K7t4b al-Fusil; A: Yahya b. ‘Abd
al-Nar Ibn Mu‘ti al-Zawawi (d. 628/1231); ed. M al-Tanahi, Cairo: ‘Isa al-Babi
al-Halabi 1977; FI: wa-ghayrubu’. Bibliographical references are omitted for
well-known works. ‘Ashrafiya’ refers to the respective entry in the Ashrafiya
catalogue from the late seventh/thirteenth century (cf. Hirschler, Ashrafiya
Library Catalogue) and ‘Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi; Fibrist’ refers to the endowment
list from the late ninth/fifteenth century (ct. Hirschler, Monument). For those
lots with two books (identified as ‘a’ and ‘b’), the price is given under book ‘b’.
On the challenge of ascribing thematic categories, see Chapter 5. Objects other
than books are referred to as ‘obj’; the only document listed in the inventory is

numbered as ‘docum 1°.

Abbreviations: ‘A’ = author; ‘FI’ = further information; ‘C’ = thematic cat-

egory; ‘sum total’: sum total owed by buyer
#061a right = page 1 (Plate I.1)

BUYER 1 al-Shaykh al-Khatib Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman_al-Najmi,
a‘ada Allab barakatabu wa-rabima salafabu al-karim [ll. 4-6], sum total:
361 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 1, al-Shaykh Najm al-Din) and #968
(Debtor 1, al-Khatib).

The elaborate invocation after the name of this scholar (‘shaykh’) indicates
that he and his family members were prominent individuals. The very

concise form of his name given here suggests, furthermore, that he was
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well-known to those drafting the sale booklet. The most likely candidate
is the Jerusalemite shaf: 7 scholar Muhammad Najm al-Din (d. 795/1393),
who belonged to the Bana Jama‘a dynasty, which held office across Egypt
and Bilad al-Sham (al-‘Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 108). Najm al-Din was
khatib in the Salahiya Madrasa. He was well-known to the judge’s trustee,
al-AdhraT, who was responsible for running this auction. The close con-
nection between the two is evident from document #717, in which Najm
al-Din gave al-AdhraT the authority to oversee the settling of the estate of
the trader al-Hamawi (Mdller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 187).

(book 1) Szhih al-Bukbari; A: Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Bukhari (d. 256/870);
Price: 260; C: hadith. (cf. book 46, 47, 78)

(book 2) dsasal-baldgha; A: Mahmadb. ‘Umaral-Zamakhshari(d. 538/1144);
Price: 74; C: rhetoric.

(book 3) Sharh Mukbtasar al-Isfabini; This is most likely an unidentifiable
commentary on one of the many abridgements of the K7tib al-aghani by Aba
al-Faraj al-Istahani (d. 356/967), such as the Mukbtasar al-aghaniby Ibn ‘Abd
al-Mun‘im (d. 604/1207, ct. Sawa, Music Performance Practice, 32). Price: 27;
C: poetry/adab. (cf. book 30b)

BUYER 2 al-Magarr Muhammad al-Nasir al-Karaki [Il. 7-13], sum total: 466
dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 2 & Payor 48), #812 (Payor 20, Ibn Shihab)
and #968 (Debtor 2, al-na’ib).

As other documents (such as #968) refer to the same individual as ‘#2%’
(vice-regent), this is most likely the prominent officer and vice-regent
(na’ib al-saltana) Nasir al-Din Muhammad b. Bahadar. He also acted
as supervisor of the endowments in the Hijaz and invested in the pious
topography of Jerusalem (al-“Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 273).
(book 4) al-Shifa’ bi-ta‘rif bugiq al-Mustafa; A: al-Qadi Tyad b. Masa
al-Yahsubi (d. 544/1149); Ashrafiya, no.S577; Price: 171; C: Prophet
Muhammad - devotional. (cf. book 169, 230)

(book 5) al-Ragd’iq; Most likely a book on asceticism and piety as authors
used the terms zuhd and raqa’iq interchangeably (Kashf al-zunin, 11, 1422).
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This could be the work by ‘Abd al-Haqq b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Ishbili Ibn
al-Kharrat (d. 582/1186; Kashf al-zunidin, 1, 911 and al-Dhahabi, Tarikh
al-islam, 581-90, p. 112). Price: 22; C: asceticism. (cf. book 116)

(book 6) Diwdn al-kbutab; tentative reading; One might think of the work
of Ibn Nubata (fl. 4th/10th c.), but we find that work with a different title
below (cf. book 28). This is thus more likely the collection of sermons by A:
Muhammad b. Abi al-Qasim Fakhr al-Din (d. 622/1225); (al-Dhahabi, 7arikh
al-islam, 621-30, p. 133-5); Price: 27; C: sermons/paraenesis.

(book 7) Riyad al-salihin; A: Yahyab. Sharaf al-Nawawi (d. 676/1277); Price:
50; C: ethics.

(book 8) Lata’if al-ishdrat; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zuniin, 11, 1551),
but the suggestion of Haarmann, Library, 332 is possible: A: ‘Abd al-Karim
al-Qushayri (d. 465/1072). This author’s Koran commentary fits Burhin
al-Din’s intellectual world and contemporary authors referred to the work
with this title (al-Dhahabi, 74rikh al-islam, 461-70, p. 172). Price: 32; C:
Koran - study of.

(book 9a) a/-[ibad; The keywords of 92 and 9b most likely refer to two distinct

titles. There are numerous possibilities for titles containing the term ‘7had’

and this entry is thus not identifiable.

(book 9b) al-Irshad; There are numerous possibilities for titles containing the
term ‘Z7shad’ and this entry is thus not identifiable. Price: 20. (cf. book 254)

(book 10) a/-Sarsari; This entry merely mentions the author’s name. There
are two main possible identities for this author: the hanbali scholar Sulayman
b. “‘Abd al-Qawi al-Sarsari (d. 716/1316) and the author of devotional szf7
poetry, especially in praise of the Prophet Muhammad, A: Yahya b. Yasuf
al-Sarsari (d. 656/1258). The latter was better known in Bilad al-Sham (for one
example cf. Guo, Mamluk Syrian Historiography, 1, 68) and is also suggested
by Haarmann, Library, 331. Price: 33; C: Prophet Muhammad - devotional.

(book 11) al-Adbkdir; There are numerous possibilities for works with the term
‘adbkar’ (invocation and recollection of God), but in the context of Jerusalem
in this period the work by A: Yahya b. Sharaf al-Nawawi (d. 676/1277), an

author who has at least one work in this list (book 7, in addition to the other
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likely entries book 43, 142a, 197 and 231), is very likely. Price: 37; C: sufism.
(cf. book 231)

(book 12) Fadd’il al-amma; The Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi fzhrist has titles
such as Fadl al-aimma al-arba‘a (ct. Hirschler, Monument, no.143f)
and Managib al-dimma al-arba‘a (ct. Hirschler, Monument, no.397b)
referring to the founders of the four main Sunni madbbabs. Price: 17;

C: history — merits — individuals.

(book 13) Fada’sl al-Quds; popular title with numerous possibilities (cf. ‘Asali,
Makhtitat fadd’il Bayt al-Magdis); Price: 32; C: history — merits — places.

(objl) zkbwin: table (Biberstein-Kazimirski, Dictionnaire, 1, 651), Price:
4.25.

BUYER 3 al-Magqarr al-Sayfi Bulat [lI. 14-20], sum total: 346 dirhams. Listed
in #793 (Debtor 3 & Payor 49), #812 (Payor 18) and #968 (Debtor 3).

This could be the amir Sayf al-Din Bulat, who belonged to the household
of Jamal al-Din Mahmid, the major-domo of the Sultan from 792/1390
to 798/1395. He was one of those accused of malpractices in the investiga-
tion (Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 515-18) that led to the formation
of the investigation archive, which forms the largest sub-corpus in the
Haram al-sharif corpus as we know it today (see Chapter 3). Sayf al-Din
appears also in another estate record from the Haram al-sharif corpus (e.g.
#768a [Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 451]) and one of his mamliks
appears further down (Buyer 73).

(book 14) Raba sharifa; A (incomplete?) copy of the Koran (Dozy,
Supplément, 1, 503). Price: 8; C: Koran — text.

(book 15) al-Muntaqga; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zunin, 11, 1851/2)
and thus not identifiable; Price: 21.

(book 16) Mukbtasar al-Qudari; A: Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Qudari
(d. 428/1037); ed. ‘A. al-Azhari, Cairo: Dar al-Thsain 2017; Price: 14.25;
C: figh - hanafi.

(book 17) Diwdan shi‘r; not identifiable; Price: 20; C: poetry.
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(book 18) Mushaf sharif; a complete copy of the Koran; Price: 70;
C: Koran - text.

(book 19) Mushaf; We take the term rub“to refer to one quarter of the full
text. Rub‘can also refer to one quarter of a j#z2’, a thirtieth part of the full text.

However, this would mean that here a quarter of a thirtieth, that is a hundred
and twentieth, is sold for 18 dirhams. This would give a potential, and highly
unlikely, price of 2,160 dirhams if the copy had been complete. Price: 18;
C: Koran - text. (cf. book 35, 126, 130, 190)

(book 20) a/-Qur'an; parts of (ajz4’ min) the Koran; Price: 7; C: Koran — text.

(book 21) Mushaf; We take the term (thumn) to refer to one eighth of the full
text. Thumn can also refer to one eighth of a juz’, a thirtieth part of the full
text. However, this would mean that here an eighth of a thirtieth, thatis a two
hundred and fortieth, was sold for 6.25 dirhams. This would give a potential,
and highly unlikely, price of 1,500 dirhams if the copy had been complete.
Price: 6.25; C: Koran - text.

(book 22a) Du 4 C: prayer book.

(book 22b) Majmsu‘ not identifiable multiple-text (or composite) manu-
script; Price: 12.

(obj2) siba: tripod (Haarmann, Library, 330; cf. Dozy, Supplément, 1, 710/1
for siba), Price: 5.25.

(obj3) zawyj sanadig: pair of chests, Price: 160.

(obj4) sandiig khashab: wooden chest, Price: 4.25.

BUYER 4 Sayyiduna al-Hakim al-Shafiq, asbagha Allah zillabu [1l. 21-5],
sum total: 194 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 4) and #968 (Debtor 4,

al-Shafi).

This is most likely Aba Bakr b. Ibrahim al-Sarfani, who was the shafi 7
deputy judge of Jerusalem from the beginning of 789/1387 to mid-
790/1388,'* that is, the period when this sale booklet was written. The
title ‘hakim’ refers to the judge himself rather than his deputy, but we see

' Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 263/4: ‘Abt Bakr Ibrahim al-Sarwi (?) {P 116}’
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in #052/1 and #111/1 (see Appendix 2) that the professional witnesses
also refer to al-Sarfani as “sayyidund al-hakim’. The identification of this
buyer as al-Sarfani is more likely still because he was closely involved in
settling Burhan al-Din’s estate: he decided the amount of the maintenance
payments for Burhin al-Din’s children (#052 and #111) and he also
endorsed individual payments (#108 and #118). He is not Shams al-Din
Muhammad al-Sayrafi, who assisted al-AdhraTin settling Burhan al-Din’s
estate (#793, #800 and #812).

(book 23) al-Durra al-farida; A: Husayn b. Abi al-Tzz al-Hamadani
(d. 643/1245), who was one of the leading scholars of Koran recitation in Bilad
al-Sham (al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-islam, 641-50, pp. 224—6) and authored a
commentary on the Shatibiya (cf. books 29 and 67) with the title a/-Durra
al-farida (Kashf al-zuniin, 1, 646). Price: 27.5; C: Koran — recitation.

(book 24) al-Jam ‘bayna al-sahibayn; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zunin,

I, 599); Haarmann, Library, 330-1 suggested authorship of Ibn al-Kharrat
(cf. book 5); however, considering other documented book collections
(Ashrafiya, no. 1438; Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, F7hrist, no. 4391) and contemporary
sources (al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-islam, 631-40, p.361; al-Dhahabi, Téarikh
al-islam, 651-60, p. 358), the most likely author is A: Muhammad b. Futah
al-Humaydi (d. 488/1095); Price: 52; C: hadith. (cf. book 236)

(book 25) Adab al-dunyi wa-al-din; A: al-Mawardi (d. 450/1058); Ashrafiya,
no. 9; Price: 13; C: political thought. (cf. book 41)

(book 26) a/-Magamdt; A: al-Qasim b. ‘Ali al-Hariri (d. 516/1122); Ashrafiya,
no. 1095; Price: 16.5; C: adab. (cf. book 194, 267)

(book 27) al-Idah; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zunun, 1, 209-10);
Haarmann, Library, 330 suggested the work by A: al-Hasan al-Farisi Aba ‘Al
(d. 377/987); considering that the Ashrafiya book list (nos 30a, 952, 1415)
and contemporary sources (e.g. al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-islam, 681-90, p. 51
and al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-islam, 691-700, p. 52) used the keyword ‘al-Idap’
for this work, this is indeed highly likely. FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 15.75;

C: grammar.

(book 28) al-Khutab; A: ‘Abd al-Rahim b. Muhammad Ibn Nubita
(fl. 4th/10th c.); Price: 17.25; C: sermons/paraenesis.
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(book 29) al-Shatibiya; A: Abu al-Qasim b. Firruh al-Shatibi (d. 590/1194);
Price: 4; C: Koran - recitation. (cf. book 67)

(book 30a) a/-Ifsah; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zunin, 1, 81) and thus
not identifiable. (cf. book 86)

(book 30b) Sharh al-Isfabini; This is most likely an unidentifiable commen-
tary on the K7t4b al-aghdni by Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahani (d. 356/967). Price: 48;
C: poetry/adab. (cf. book 3)

BUYER 5 al-Hikim al-Hanafi [ll. 26-8], sum total: 87 dirhams. Listed in
#793 (Debtor 5) and #968 (Debtor 5, al-Hanafj).

Khalil b. Tsa al-*Ajami al-Bayarti (?) (d. 801/1398) was appointed as (first)
banaftjudgein Jerusalem in 784/1382. Other documents from the Haram
al-sharif corpus show that he held this position for well over a decade, at
least until 796/1393 (Miiller, Kad: und seine Zeugen, 233-5). He was in
all likelihood in this post when Burhan al-Din died in 789/1387.

(book 31) Sharh al-Athir; This is most likely a commentary on the
Kitab al-Athir by Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Shaybani (d. c. 187/803)
(ed. al-Afghani, Beirut 1993). Kashf al-zunin, 1, 211 mentions a commentary
(sharb) by Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Tahawi (d. 321/933), arguably the Sharh
ma Gni al-Athar. Price: 61; C: figh — hanafi/hadith.

The following entry for gjza’min Sahih Muslim was transferred (‘nugila’)
to book 235.

(obj5) subiin gashani: china plates, Price: 9.
(obj6) sandiiq khashab: wooden chest, Price: 17.

#061a left = page 2 (Plate LI.1)

BUYER 6 al-Shaykh ‘Al3’ al-Din “Ali Ibn al-Naqib al-Hanafi [Il. 1-2],
sum total: 65.75 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Payor 14), #800 (Payor 9), #812
(Payor 36) and #968 (Debtor 6).

Jerusalemite scholar, fl. 797/1395 (al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 220/1);
named together with Buyer 9, Shams al-Din, in al-“Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil,
II, 221.
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(book 32) al-Tadbkira; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zunin, 1, 391-3)
and thus not identifiable. Price: 65.75. (cf. book 135)

BUYER 7 al-Shaykh Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Isma‘fl al-Qalgashandi
[Il. 3-7], sum total: 55.25 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 6 & Payor 40),

#812 (Payor 10) and #968 (Debtor 7).

d. 809/1406, settled in Jerusalem to become one of its leading scholars in
the field of shafi 7 law (al-Sakhawi, Daw’, VII, 137), brother of Buyer 8.

(book 33) Tanbib; As this term is not determined, this is most likely not a

keyword drawn from a title but a generic description of a text of admonition.
Price: 25; C: sermons/paraenesis. (cf. book 170)

(book 34) al-Akbbir fi fawiid al-akbyir; A: Muhammad b. Ishiq
al-Kalabadhi (d. 380/990 or 384/994); for instance, MS Bibliothéque nationale
de France, Arabe 5855 (no evident link to Burhan al-Din); Price: 12; C: sufism.

(obj7) ukkaz hadid: iron crutch, Price: 5.25.
(obj8) rakwa: copper pot, Price: 4.5.

(book 35) Masabif sharifa; two quarters (rub‘ayn) of the full text (cf. book
19, 126, 130, 190). Price: 8.5; C: Koran — text.

BUYER 8 al-Shaykh Burhan al-Din Ibrahim b. Isma‘l al-Qalqashandi, his
brother [ll. 8—11], sum total: 52 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 7 & Payor 47),
#812 (Payor 16) and #968 (Debtor 8).

d. 790/1388-9; al-“Ulaymi, al-Uns al-jalil, 11, 161/2; al-Sakhawi, Daw’,
VII, 137; brother of Buyer 7; In a codex today held in Damascus we see
him attending, together with his brother, the scholarly reading of a hadith
collection in the Aqsa Mosque in 772/1370." The scribe of the sale book-
let notes that four dirhams of the sum total were paid by ‘Maqarr Sayfi
Bulat’ (Buyer 3). Al-Qalgashandi subsequently ran into financial troubles
(according to document #652) and had to pledge several of his books as

security for a loan (discussed in Chapter 4).

> Damascus, National al-Asad Library (formerly Zahiriya), MS 3787/3, fol. 35b.
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(book 36) al-Nasikb wa-al-mansikb; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zunin,
I1, 1920) and thus not identifiable; Price: 18.5; C: Koran — study of.

(book 37) Lstid‘a’ The Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi fzhrist uses the same term ‘Istida”,
also undetermined, for a request for an zjaza (cf. Hirschler, Monument,

no. 521c); FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: S; C: jjaza.

(book 38) Mushkil al-sahibayn; the Jerusalemite scholar A: Khalil b. Kaykaldi
(d. 761/1359); Sezgin, GAS, I, 132, 142; Price: 7.5; C: hadith.

(obj9) kamiliya bayda’ white robe of honour (al-Ulaymi, al-Uns al-jalil,
I, 317), Price: 21.

BUYER 9 Shams al-Din Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Dayri [Il. 12-14], sum
total: 94.75 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 8), #800 (Payor 39) and #968
(Debtor 9).

Jerusalemite hanafi scholar (d. 827/1424), who is constantly referred to as
‘Shams al-Din al-Day1T’ in al-“Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil. He later took up the
banaft judgeship in Cairo (al-Sakhawi, Daw’, VIII, 88/9). He is named
together with Buyer 6, “‘Ala” al-Din, in al-“Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 221.

(book 39) Mukbtasar; A: ‘Uthmian b. ‘Umar al-Maliki Ibn al-Hijib
(d. 646/1249); Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, Fibrist, no.571; Price: 11.5; C: figh -
maliki.

(book 40) al-Ri‘dya li-hugng Allab; A: Harith b. Asad al-Muhisibi
(d. 243/857); ed. ‘A. Mahmud/‘A. ‘At2’, Cairo: Dir al-Kutub al-Haditha
1970; Price: 27; C: sufism.

(book 41) Adab al-dunya; possibly A: al-Mawardi (d. 450/1058); FI: wa-
ghayrubu; Ashrafiya, no. 9; Price: 41; C: political thought. (cf. book 25)

(book 42) al-Ibtimams; This is most likely al-Ihtimam bi-talkhbis kitab
al-ilmam by A: ‘Abd al-Karim b. ‘Abd al-Nar al-Halabi (d. 735/1334)
(ed. H. Riyad, Beirut: Muassasat al-Kutub al-Thaqafiya 1990), a commen-
tary on Ibn Daqiq al-1d’s (702/1302) al-Ilmam bi-abadith al-abkam. Price:
15.25; C: hadith/ figh - shafif.
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BUYER 10 Burhin al-Din b. Qasim [ll. 15-19], sum total: 566 dirhams.
Listed in #793 (Debtor 9 & Payor 52, Burhian al-Din Qasim), #812 (Payor 22)
and #968 (Debtor 10).

Notidentified; we find the interlinear accounting note ‘qubida 265 bagiya
290 (‘265 [dirhams] received, 291 [dirhams] outstanding’) next to this
buyer’s sum total, which matches the amount recorded in accounts #793
and #812. However, the sum total he owed is unstable: the sale booklet
initially recorded 556 dirhams (faint traces of the ‘fifty’ are visible) and
this matches the sum of the individual prices he had to pay as well as the
interlinear note (265+291 = 556). This sum total was subsequently altered
to ‘566’ without any of the individual prices being altered. In #793 and
#968 we find, furthermore, a sum total of 576 dirhams and there is no

explanation for these different sums.

(book 43) al-Rawda; There are numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zunin,
I, 924-33), but the high price indicates a large and popular work. This makes
the shafi 7 figh work Rawdat al-talibin wa-umdat al-muftin by A: Yahya b.
Sharaf al-Nawawi (d. 676/1277), an author who has at least one work in this list
(book 7, in addition to the other likely entries book 11, 142a, 197 and 231), very
likely. Numerous authors wrote a commentary on this work in the subsequent
centuries. The Rawda is a summary of the legal commentary by al-Rifif, the
author of the book in the subsequent lot. Price: 305. C: figh — shafiT.

(book 44) al-Mubarrar; A: ‘Abd al-Karim b. Muhammad al-Rafi
(d. 623/1226); ed. M. Isma‘il, Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-TImiya 2005; Price: 28;
C: figh - shafi. (cf. book 122a)

(book 45) Mirat al-zaman fi tirikh al-a‘yan; A: Sibt Ibn al-Jawzi
(d. 654/1256); Price: 11; C: history.

(book 46) Sahih al-Bukbari; A: Muhammadb. Isma‘ilal-Bukhari(d. 256/870);
Price: 172; C: hadith. (cf. book 1, 47, 78)

(book 47) Sahih al-Bukhari; quires of (kararis min); A: Muhammadb. Isma‘il
al-Bukhari (d. 256/870); Price: 40; C: hadith. (cf. book 1, 46, 78)
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BUYER 11 Shihib al-Din Ahmad b. Muhammad Ibn al-Muhandis [61a,
1. 20-33-61b. 1I. 1-13], sum total: 1295 dirhams." Listed in #793 (Payor 1),
#800 (Payor 5), #812 (Payor 24) and #968 (Debtor 11).

Jerusalemite hanbali scholar (d. 803/4—1401/2), al-Sakhawi, Daw’, 11, 86.
The scribe of the sale booklet notes two monetary transactions for this
buyer (see book 101 below).

(book 48) Dald’il al-abkdm; There are several possibilities for this title, but
on account of the regional context and the following title, the most likely is
A: Baha’ al-Din Yasuf b. Rafi Ibn Shaddad (d. 632/1235); Dala’il al-abkam
min abadith al-rasil, ed. M. Shaykhani/Z. al-Ayytbi, Damascus: Dar
Qutayba 1992; Price: 30.5; C: hadith.

(book 49) al-Nawadir al-sultiniya; There are again numerous possibilities,
but on account of the previous title and the strong Jerusalem link, the most
likely is A: Baha” al-Din Yasuf b. Rafi Ibn Shaddad (d. 632/1235); Price: 18;
C: history — biography — Ayyabid.

(book 50) Tajrid al-sihab; A: Razin b. Mu‘awiya al-‘Abdari (d. 524/1129
or 535/1140); mentioned in Kashf al-gzuniin, 1, 345 and all references in
al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-islam with this title refer to this book; Price: 72.5;
C: hadith. (cf. book 121, 122b)

(book 51) Zabr al-adab; A: Ibrahim b. ‘Ali al-Husri al-Qayrawani
(d. 413/1022); Ashrafiya, no. 541; Price: 38; C: adab — anthology.

(book 52) Sharh al-Ishdrat; Most likely a commentary on the Isharat by Ibn

Sina (d. 428/1037). Following the suggestion by Haarmann, Library, this
is arguably the work by A: Muhammad b. ‘Umar Fakhr al-Din al-Razi Ibn
al-Khatib (d. 606/1210). This author is likely as we have books by him else-
where in this sale booklet (cf. book 53, 115, 246) and as al-Dhahabi, Tarikh
al-islam explicitly refers to this exact title (al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-islam,
601-10, p. 214). Price: 11; C: philosophy.

(book 53) Mulakbkbas al-Razi; A: Muhammad b. ‘Umar Fakhr al-Din
al-Razi Ibn al-Khatib (d. 606/1210); This compendium on philosophy and

' Adding the individual prices suggests the sum total should be 1,297.75, but he indeed only paid
1,295 dirhams, as is evident from accounts sheet #812.
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logic is admittedly a rather surprising book for this collection, but the reading
is reasonably clear and we find the same author elsewhere (cf. book 52, 115).
Price: 11.25; C: logic.

(book 54) al-Miftah li-abl al-Din wa-al-saldb; There are numerous titles
with the keyword ‘miftal’ (Kashf al-zuniin, 11, 1,769-72), but none with the

exact wording found here. Price: 7.5.

(book 55) Mushkil al-hadith; two main possibilities: ‘Abd Allah b. Muslim
al-Dinawari Ibn Qutayba (d. 276/889; mentioned al-Dhahabi, Tarikh
al-islam, 271-80, p. 382) or Muhammad b. al-Hasan Ibn Farak (d. 406/1015;
ed. D. Gimaret, Damascus 2003); Price: 18.75; C: hadith.

(book 56) Jawami‘al-figar wa-lawami‘al-fikar; commentary on the chronicle
by Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-“Utbi (d. 427/1036 or 431/1040); A: Fadl
Allah b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Kirmani (d. c. 620/1223); Kahhala, Mujam,
II, 626; Price: 46; C: history.

(book 57) Managib ‘Umar; Contemporary sources are aware of two
authors of such a title: (1) ‘Abd al-Ghani b. ‘Abd al-Wahid al-Maqdisi
(d. 600/1203; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-islam, 591-600, p. 446) and (2) Ibn
al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200; al-Dhahabi, Téarikh al-islam, 591-600, p. 290). As we
have no other book by ‘Abd al-Ghani in this sale booklet (and hardly any
by another author from the Damascene hanbali Maqdisi environment), Ibn
al-Jawzi, who has numerous titles in this inventory (cf. book 72, 120, 134, 216,
220 and possibly 75, 208, 212), is more likely. He has two titles starting with
‘Mandqib Umar’, one referring to ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-*‘Aziz and one to ‘Umar
b. al-Khattab. The latter was more popular (we find it, for instance, in Ibn
‘Abd al-Hadi, Fibrist, no. 22) and thus is the most likely version here. Price: 42;

C: history — merits — individuals.

(book 58) Diwin Ibn Nubdta; A: ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘Umar Ibn Nubata
(d. 405/1015); Ashrafiya, no.420; or A: Muhammad b. Muhammad Ibn
Nubaita al-Misri (d. 768/1366; cf. Bauer, 1bn Nubatah al-Misri). We find the
same title further down (cf. book 97). As it is unlikely that a book collection

with a rather weak profile in poetry contained two copies of the same diwan,
the most likely option is that the diwdns of both Ibn Nubatas were held. Price:
14; C: poetry.
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(book 59) Mawalid; The term ‘mawalid’ (sg. mawlid) is here most likely used
in the sense of panegyric poems in honour of the Prophet. FI: wa-ghayrubu;
Price: 20.25; C: Prophet Muhammad - devotional. (cf. book 61, 243)

(book 60) Shams al-matalib; unidentified; Price: 13.25.

(book 61) Mawalid; F1: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 28.75; C: Prophet Muhammad -
devotional. (cf. book 59, 243)

(book 62) Sharh al-hurif al-jami‘ bayna al-arif wa-al-ma‘rif; tollow-
ing Haarmann, Library, 331 arguably A: Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-T7’asi
al-Qazwini (fl. 658/1260); Browne/Nicholson, Descriptive Catalogue, 289.
Price: 18.25; C: lettrism.

(book 63) al-Mubadbdbab; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zunin,
II, 1912-14) and thus not identifiable. On account of the prominence of

shafi T works in this library a cautious case can be made for al-Mubadhdbab
by Ibrahim b. “Ali al-Shirazi (d. 476/1083) (cf. book 172, 265a). Price: 30.25;
C: figh - shafif.

(book 64) Mashirig al-anwdr; Contemporary sources are aware of two
authors of such a title: (1) al-Hasan b. Muhammad al-Saghani (d. 650/1252;
al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-islam, 641-50, p. 445); (2) Iyad b. Masa al-Yahsubi
(d. 544/1149; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-islam, 541-50, p. 200). Both titles are
linked to hadith. Haarmann, Library, 331 suggested al-Yahsubi, who is indeed
slightly more likely as he has another title in this sale booklet (cf. book 4). Price:
10; C: hadith.

(book 65) Gbharib al-Qurian; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-gunin,
II, 1,207) and thus the author is not identifiable; Price: 19.5; C: Koran/
lexicography.

(book 66) Shi'dr al-din; the lost work by A: Hamd b. Muhammad Ibn
al-Khattab (d. 388/998); Ibn al-Salah, Tabagat, 1, 469 is one of the few biog-
raphies that mention it and Ibn Taymiya, Minhaj, V, 63 one of the few works

that cites it. Price: 30; C: theology (usal al-din).

(book 67) al-Shatibiya; A: Abt al-Qasim b. Firruh al-Shatibi (d. 590/1194);
FI: wa-ghayruba; Price: 18.25; C: Koran - recitation. (cf. book 29)
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(book 68) al-Fasil; A: Ahmad b. Yahya Thalab (d. 291/904); Ashrafiya,
no. 1302a; Price: 17.75; C: lexicography. (cf. book 89, 98b)

(book 69) al-Madkhal; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zuniin, 11, 1941-3)
and thus not identifiable. Price: 60.

(book 70) Kanz al-abrar; A: Muhammad b. “Ali Ibn al-‘Arabi (d. 638/1240);
Baghdadi, Hadiyat al-‘arifin, 11, 120; Price: 35; C: hadith.

(book 71) Diwdn al-Wardi; most likely A: ‘Umar b. Muzaftar Ibn al-Wardi
(d. 749/1349); ed. “Abd al-Hamid Hindawi, Cairo: Dir al-Afaq al-‘Arabiya;
Price: 20; C: poetry.

(book 72) Uns al-nufus; most likely A: Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200);
Brockelmann, Geschichte, S, 1, p. 505; Price: 21.75.

(book 73) al-Tabagat; Extracts from/parts of (zin) a (biographical?) work,
but there are numerous possibilities and it is thus not identifiable. Price: 35.25;

C: history — biographies.

(book 74) Tarikh; A part of (juz’min) a chronicle. Price: 38; C: history.

(book 75) al-Tabsira; There are numerous possibilities for this keyword
(Kashf al-gunin, 1, 338-9). However, in light of several preaching-related
books in Burhin al-Din’s collection (cf. books 6 and 28), one of them
by Ibn al-Jawzi (cf. book 120), this is most likely the Tabsira by A: Ibn
al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200; al-Tabsira, Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiya 1986).
We find a second copy further down. Price: 6.75; C: sermons/paraenesis.

(cf. book 134)

(book 76) al-Abkdam; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zunin, 1, 19-22) and
thus not identifiable; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 34.25.

(book 77) al-Dala’l; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-gunin, 1, 760) and
thus not identifiable. The vast majority of titles with this keyword are on the
signs of prophethood and this is also reflected in a list such as Ibn “Abd al-Hadj,
Fibrist (nos 265, 503t and 533f). Price: 27.25; C: prophethood.

(book 78) Sabib al-Bukbdri; Extracts from/parts of (min) this work.
A: Muhammad b. Isma‘l al-Bukhari (d. 256/870); Price: 32; C: hadith. (cf.
book 1, 46, 47)
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(book 79) Majmu‘lugha; No title contained in this multiple-text (or com-

posite) manuscript is given. ‘Lugha’ refers most likely to C: lexicography;
Price: 18.

(book 80) a/-Sira; This is most likely a part of (jug’ min) a biography of
the Prophet. There are several possibilities, but considering what books the
Ashrafiya cataloguer entered as ‘siva’, the most likely authors are: (1) Ibn
Ishaq (d. 150/767)/Ibn Hisham (d. 218/833 or 213/828) (Ashrafiya, no. 547)
and (2) Ahmad Ibn Faris (d. 395/1004) (Ashrafiya, no. 1222¢); Price: 23;
C: history — biography of the Prophet. (cf. book 141, 211, 240a)

#061b right = page 3 (Plate 1.2)

(book 81) Sifat al-janna wa-al-nar; Haarmann, Library, proposes the work
by Diya” al-Din Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahid al-Maqdisi (d. 643/1245) that
we find in Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, F7hbrist, no. 543e and is mentioned in Kashf

al-zuniin, 11, 2013. However, titles by authors from the Damascene banbali

Magqdisi environment are rare in this sale booklet and this is thus more likely
the work by A: Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Isfahani Aba Nu‘aym (d. 430/1038)
whose work is also in Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadji, Fzbrist, no. 531k and is mentioned in
contemporary sources (al-Dhahabi, 74rikh al-islam, 421-40, p. 276). Price:
25.875; C: theology.

(book 82) Kitab al-Fusul; A: Yahya b. ‘Abd al-Nar Ibn Mu‘t al-Zawawi
(d. 628/1231); ed. M al-Tanihi, Cairo: ‘Isa al-Babi al-Halabi 1977; FI: wa-
ghayrubu; Price: 32; C: grammar.

(book 83) Majmisi not identifiable multiple-text (or composite) manuscript;
FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 14.5.

(book 84) Athar al-safar; very tentative reading and thus not identifiable;
FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 24.

(book 85) Rahat al-qulib; The spelling of the title suggests a Persian-language
work. This is possibly a szfz work such as the Rabat al-qulib ascribed to Sharaf
al-Din Ahmad b. Yahya Maniri/Manéri (d.782/1381; Agra Matba® Mufid-i
am 1321[1903]). Price: 17.375; C: sufism.
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(book 86) al-Ifsah; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zuniin, 1, 81) and thus
not identifiable; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 27. (Cf. book 30.)

(book 87) al-Masa’l al-maknina; A: al-Hakim Muhammad b. ‘Ali
al-Tirmidhi(d. c. 318/936); ed. M. L. al-Juyashi, Cairo: Dar al-Turath al-“Arabi
1980; FI: wa-ghayrubu. Price: 25; C: sufism.

(book 88) a/-TaTig; a part (juz’) of an unidentified work by A: Muhammad
b. Yahyi whose identity is unclear. FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 19.

(book 89) Akbbar Fasib al-kalam; No such title is identifiable, but this is
clearly one of the works referring to Fasibh al-kalam by Ahmad b. Yahya
Thalab (d. 291/904). On similar works cf. Ashrafiya, nos 966 and 1328b;
Price: 17.25; C: lexicography. (cf. book 68, 98b)

(book 90) Kitib tibb; notidentifiable; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 22; C: medicine.
(book 91) Mawdi %g; not identifiable; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 21; C: sermons/

paraenesis.

(book 92) Risilar al-Fayyamiya; F1: wa-ghayrubu; The missing article in
‘risala’ is probably a slip of the pen and the correct title is more likely a/-Risala
al-Fayyimiya. Haarmann, Library, 332 suggests that these are the glosses of
A: Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Fayyami (d. after 770/1368) on al-RafiTs com-
mentary on al-Wajiz by al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111; cf. book 192); Price: 14.5;
C: figh - shafi7.

(book 93) al-Muwattd; A part of (juz’min) the hadith collection by A: Malik
b. Anas (d. 179/796); Price: 12; C: hadith.

(book 94) Diwdn; not identifiable; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 11.5; C: poetry.

The next entry juz’ayn min al-Quran (two parts of the Koran) does not

carry a price and is crossed out. This is most likely the item that we find
below (cf. book 123).

(book 95) Tis‘at kutub; Here nine incomplete books (kbarm) are sold as one

lot and the sale booklet gives no indication as to their authors, titles or content.
The standard term for incomplete books is makbrim (pl. makbdrim), as, for

instance, used in Ashrafiya, no. 339. The form used here is also attested in
book 148,212, 213, 266. Price: 19.
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(book 96) Thalathat kutub; As in the previous entry, several (most likely

incomplete) books are sold in bulk. The term ‘thamdaniya’ (eight) is crossed
out, because the writer first wrote out the price in full and then remembered
that he was using Arabic documentary numerals. He thus crossed out the term

and duly added the number in its correct form below. Price: 8.

(0bj10) gushsha: small pieces of furniture (al-Zabidi, 72aj al-‘aras, XVII, 333),
Price: 23.25.

(book 97) Diwan Ibn Nubdta; Price: 10; C: poetry. (cf. book 58)

(book 98a) Majma‘ notidentifiable multiple-text (or composite) manuscript.

(book 98b) Fusil; A: Ahmad b. Yahya Tha'lab (d. 291/904); Ashrafiya,
no. 1302a; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 10.5; C: lexicography. (cf. book 68, 89)

(book 99a) Kitib al-ta‘abbud; The only known book with this title is the one
by Ishaq b. Ibrahim Ibn Wahb (fl. 4th/10th century). This work has been lost

and is only known from a reference to it in his a/-Burban fi wujih al-bayan.

The likelihood that such an obscure book was the one sitting on the shelves of

Burhan al-Din is minimal.
(book 99b) a/-Adab; not identifiable; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 11.5.

(book 100) z/-Badr al-munir fi al-ta‘bir; A: Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Maqdisi (d. 697/1298); al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-islam, 691-700, p.317;
FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 11; C: oneiromancy.

(book 101) z/-Hadith; The term (ajzd’ min) most likely does not refer to
‘parts of” one specific hadith collection such as that by al-Bukhari, as the
name would have been specified (as we see in book 1, 32, 47, 79, 94). More
likely, we are dealing here with brief post-canonical hadith collections that
often carry the ‘title’ j#z”, of which there are many in the Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi
collection (Hirschler, Monument). This entry is followed by the phrase ‘min
vadd Junayd’ (‘from the hand of Junayd’). Haarmann, Library, 331 assumes

that this refers to an autograph, but this would have certainly been described

with the phrase ‘bi-yadd’ or ‘bi-kharr . The tollowing ‘entry’ in this line ‘min
Jihat al-Shaykh ‘Ala’ al-Din Ibn al-Nagib 20’ (our Buyer 6) refers to a mon-
etary transaction (Ibn al-Naqib paid 20 dirhams of this buyer’s sum total)

and it is most likely that the phrase ‘min yadd Junayd’ refers to a monetary
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transaction as well. Another reason why it is unlikely that this phrase is part of
the proper entry is the way the writer positioned the price: in general, prices
are put beneath the middle of the title, slightly to the right. Here, however, if
we take the phrase ‘min yadd Junayd. to be part of the title as well the price is
positioned unusually far to the right. Price: 33.5; C: hadith.

BUYER 12 Shams al-Din al-Khalili [II. 14-18], sum total: 252 dirhams. Listed
in #793 (Payor 35), #812 (Payor 5) and #968 (Debtor 12).

This is the Jerusalemite scholar Ahmad b. Muhammad b. “‘Uthmin
(d. 805/1402) (al-Sakhawi, Daw’ 1II, 140 (‘known as Ibn Uthmain
al-Khalil’); al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 164; misread in Haarmann,
Library, 329 as ‘Shams al-Din al-Halabf’ as in the black and white repro-
ductions Haarmann used, the second y4”is not visible; #793 has him as
‘Ibn al-Khalil’; #812 has him as ‘Shams al-Din Ibn al-Khalil?’). The addi-
tion ‘wa-al-Ustadar’ (‘and the major-domo’) is entirely unclear to us. It
is unlikely that this is a second buyer of the same lot, especially as no
major-domos appear in any of the other accounts and lists linked to the

sale of Burhan al-Din’s estate.

(book 102) z/-Wasit; There are numerous ‘intermediate’ books. Considering
the usage in contemporary sources and the holdings of the Ashrafiya Library
(Ashrafiya, nos 1373, 1376, 1397), the two most evident candidates are the
works by: (1) al-Ghazali (a/-Wasit fi al-madhbab, ed. A. Ibrihim, Cairo:
Dar al-Salam 1997) and (2) al-Wahidi (a/- Wasit f7 tafsir al-Quran al-majid,
ed. “A “‘Abd al-Mawjad, Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiya 1994). Price: 26.25.
(Cf. book 127, 142b, 265b.)

(obj11) farjiya bayda* white overgarment (Dozy, Dictionnaire détaille,
327-34), Price: 30.5.

(obj12) jubba bayda’ white long robe, Price: 26.75.

(book 103) Sirat al-Iskandari; The phrasing of the title makes it unlikely that
this is a version of the Sizat al-Iskandar on Alexander the Great. It is impos-
sible to identify who ‘al-IskandarT’ is. Price: 32.5.

(book 104) Awarif al-ma‘arif; A: Shihib al-Din ‘Umar al-Suhrawardi
(d. 632/1234); Ashrafiya, no. 723; Price: 70; C: sufism. (Cf. book 106.)
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(book 105) z/-Masibib; most likely A: al-Husayn b. Mas‘ad (Ibn) al-Farra’
al-Baghawi (d. c. 516/1122); Ashrafiya, no. 917; Price: 66; C: hadith.

BUYER 13 Ghars al-Din Khalil b. Makki [Il. 19-31], sum total: 510.5
dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 10 & Payor 32), #812 (Payor 2) and #968
(Debtor 13).

This is most likely Ghars al-Din Khalil Ibn ‘Askar, who plays a prominent
role in the Haram al-sharif documents between the years 790/1388 and
796/1393 as representative of the bayt al-mal in settling estates (Miiller,
Kadi und seine Zeugen, 557). ‘Ibn ‘Askar’ is clearly evident in account
sheet #812.

(book 106) Awarif al-ma‘arif; A: Shihab al-Din ‘Umar al-Suhrawardi
(d. 632/1234); Ashrafiya, no. 723; Price: 70; C: sufism. (Cf. book 104.)

(book 107) al-Sharishi; Haarmann, Library, 333 identifies this as the
commentary of Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Mu’min al-Sharishi (d. 619/1222) on the

Magdmat, but the basis for this identification is entirely unclear. Price: S0.

(book 108) Mushaf sharif; a complete copy of the Koran; Price: 72;
C: Koran - text.

(book 109) Jawihir al-Qurin; A: al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111); Ashrafiya,
no. 290; Price: 18.25; C: Koran - study of.

(book 110) al-Musalsalat; numerous possibilities and thus not identifiable;
Price: 12; C: hadith.

(book 111) Siyar al-salaf; A: Ismail b. Muhammad al-Isfahani (d. 535/
1140-1); Ashrafiya, no. 548; Price: 20; C: history — biography/hadith.

(book 112) al-Mujalasat; Haarmann, Library, 330 ascribes this title to
Thalab (d. 291/904), which is, however, only one of several possibilities.
Price: 16.

(book 113) Sharh al-Alfiya; The main work could be the A/f7ya by Yahya
b. ‘Abd al-Nar Ibn Mu‘ti (d. 628/1231; Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, Fibrist, no. 492),
but judging from its popularity in the Damascene Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi endow-

ment one hundred years later this is more likely the work by Muhammad
b. ‘Abd Allih Ibn Malik (d. 672/1274) (Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, F7hrist, nos 18, 149,
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255, 386). If that is the case this could be the commentary by the Jerusalemite
scholar Ahmad b. Hasan Ibn al-Rassas (d. 790/1388; al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns
al-jalil, 11, 218). Price: 17.5; C: grammar.

(book 114) Sharbayn li-l-Hajibiya; two unidentifiable commentaries; The
main work is arguably the Kaifrya by ‘Uthman b. ‘Umar al-Maliki Ibn al-Hajib
(d. 646/1249; cf. book 39). Price: 24; C: grammar.

(book 115a) a/l-Muntakbab; 115a and 115b are most likely separate titles as a
combination of these two keywords is highly unlikely. We have both titles as
separate works by one author, namely A: Muhammad b. ‘Umar Fakhr al-Din
al-Razi Ibn al-Khatib (d. 606/1210), who is also suggested by Haarmann,
Library, 331. On the Muntakhab see Sarrio Cucarella, Muslim-Christian
Polemics, 2015, 274. C: usul al-figh.

(book 115b) wa-al-Mabsil; A: Muhammad b. ‘Umar Fakhr al-Din al-Rizi Ibn
al-Khatib (d. 606/1210); Ashrafiya, no. 937; Price: 12; C: usal al-figh.

(book 116) a/-Zubd wa-al-raga’ig; One of the books on asceticism and piety
with this title, such as Kitdb al-zubd wa-al-raqa’iq, arguably by A: Abd Allah
b. al-Mubarak (d. 181/797, ed. H. al-A“zami, Beirut 1966), who is suggested by
Haarmann, Library, 332. Price: 16; C: asceticism. (Cf. book 5.)

(book 117) Tunbib al-ghafilin; There are several possibilities. Haarmann,
Library, 332 proposed A: Aba al-Layth Nasr b. Muhammad al-Samarqandi
(d. between 373/983—-4 and 393/1002-3) and his identification is indeed
highly likely as contemporary sources (al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-islam) always
mean this work when they use the title ‘Tanbib al-ghifilin’. Price: 18.25;

C: sermons/paraenesis.

(book 118) a/-Ulif wa-al-arwah; very tentative reading and thus not identifi-
able; Price: 16.25.

(book 119) Sirdj al-mulik; A: Muhammad b. al-Walid al-Turtashi
(d. 520/11262); Ashrafiya, no. 559; Price: 26; C: political thought — mirror for
princes. (cf. book 153)

(book 120) Khutab; A: Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200); most likely his a/-Laalr
ft kbutab al-mawa‘iz (Kashf al-zuniin, 11, 1534); Price: 12.5; C: sermons/

paraenesis.
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(book 121) Tajrid al-sihih; A: Razin b. Mu‘awiya al-‘Abdari (d. 524/1129 or
535/1140); Price: 15.5; C: hadith. (cf. book 50, 122b)

(book 122a) gl-Muparrar; The keywords ‘mubarrar’ and ‘tajrid’ certainly
refer to two different titles, here by A: “Abd al-Karim b. Muhammad al-RafiT
(d. 623/1226); C: figh - shafif. (ct. book 44)

(book 122b) al-Tajrid; most likely A: Razin b. Mu‘awiya al-‘Abdari
(d. 524/1129 or 535/1140); Price: 13.5; C: hadith. (cf. book 50, 121, 258a)

(book 123) 4l/-Qurin; two parts of (juzayn min) the Koran; Price: 7.5;
C: Koran - text.

(book 124) a/-Qurian; two halves of (nisfayn min) the complete text (cf. book
139); Price: 10; C: Koran - text.

(book 125) Mushaf; complete (kamil) Koran divided into quarters (arbd’);
Price: 8.25; C: Koran - text.

(book 126) a/-Qurin; two quarters (rubayn) of the full text (ct. book 19, 35,
130, 190); Price: 2; C: Koran — text.

(obj13) bisat rimi: Anatolian carpet, Price: 36.5.

(obj14) tarraha: Ottoman (al-Bustani, Mubit, 547), Price: 9.5.

(obj15) marawip: fans, Price: 0.5.

(obj16) gabgab: wooden clogs (Dozy, Dictionnaire détaille, 347-9), Price:
3.75.

(obj17) tanniir hayikil: oven (Haarmann, Library, 330: consisting of differ-
ent parts) (cf. obj30), Price: 2.75.

BUYER 14 his maternal uncle Badr al-Din Hasan b. Masa Ibn Makki
[lI. 32-6], sum total: 180.25 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 11 & Payor 39,
Badr al-Din Makki), #812 (Payor 9) and #968 (Debtor 14).

Jerusalemite shafi 7 scholar and judge (d. 817/1414-15; al-“Ulaymi, a/-Uns
al-jalil, 11, 130 and al-Sakhawi, Daw’, I1I, 129/30); probably identifiable
as ‘al-Qadi Badr al-Din Hasan’, who appears twice in documents from the

Haram al-sharif corpus as representative of the wakil bayt al-mal (#380
and #772a, cf. Mller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 410).
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(book 127) al-Wasit; Price: 38. (cf. book 102, 142b, 265b)

(book 128) 2/-Qurin; six parts of (sittat ajga’ min) the Koran; Price: 14.5;
C: Koran - text.

(book 129) al-Quran; eight parts of (thamdaniyat ajza’ min) the Koran; Price:
17; C: Koran — text.

(obj18) bisat: carpet, Price: 50.
(obj19) khizina: (book-?)case, Price: 41.

(0bj20) ranjir: cooking pot; The most likely reading here is tanjir with the
initial emphatic ‘t’ written as a ‘t’, Price: 15.5.

(book 130) al-Quran; two quarters (rubayn sharifayn) of the full text
(cf. book 19, 35, 126, 190). Price: 4.25; C: Koran — text.

#180a left = page 4 (Plate L.3)

BUYER 15 Muhammad al-Andalusi [Il. 1-2], sum total: 36.5 dirhams. Listed
in #793 (Debtor 27) and #968 (Debtor 52).

Not identifiable, except as ‘the Andalusian’ and at this point being resi-
dent in the Manjakiya Madrasa in Jerusalem (our reading of ‘bi-madrasat
Ibn Manja’). He is the only buyer for which a place of residence is given.
This was most likely a scholar who was passing through Jerusalem or had
only arrived at the madrasa founded by Sayf al-Din Manjak (d. 776/1375)
shortly before the sale. Cf. Burgoyne, Mamluk Jerusalem, 384-98 and
al-Ulaymi, al-Uns al-jalil, 11, 37.

(book 131) Mushaf sharif; a complete copy of the Koran; Price: 36.5;
C: Koran - text.

BUYER 16 Burhian al-Din al-Sallati [ll. 3-5], sum total: 19.5 dirhams. Listed
in #793 (Debtor 28 & Payor 15), #800 (Payor 12), #812 (Payor 37) and #968
(Debtor 53).

not identified

(book 132) Diwdin al-Mutanabbi; ¥1: wa-ghayrubu; A: Ahmad al-Mutanabbi
(d. 354/955); Ashrafiya, no. 397; Price: 9.75; C: poetry.
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(book 133) Diwin al-Mutanabbi wa-Yatimat al-Dabr, A: Ahmad
al-Mutanabbi (d. 354/955) and al-Tha‘libi (d. 429/1038); Ashrafiya,
no. 1388; Price: 9.75; C: poetry.

BUYER 17 Umar al-Zajjaj [Il. 6-7], sum total: 15 dirhams. Listed in #793
(Payor 23), #800 (Payor 23), #812 (Payor 45) and #968 (Debtor 54).

not identified

(book 134) al-Tuabsira; A: Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200); Price: 15; C: sermons/
paraenesis. (ct. book 75)

BUYER 18 Burhin al-Din Ibrahim b. Ahmad al-Maqdisi al-Shafi7 Ibn Abi
Mahmad [Il. 8-10], sum total: 66.75 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Payor 5), #800
(Payor 4), #812 (Payor 28) and #968 (Debtor 55).

Jerusalemite scholar (d. 821/1418-19; al-‘Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 168).

(book 135) al-Tadbkira; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zuniin, 1, 391-3)
and thus not identifiable; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 22. (ct. book 32)

(book 136) a/-Safwa; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zunin, 11, 1,079-80)
and thus not identifiable; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 18.25.

(book 137) al-Fath; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zuniin, 11, 1,231-6) and
thus not identifiable; Price: 26.5.

BUYER 19 Shams al-Din Ibn al-Qutb [Il. 11-14], sum total: 142 dirhams
[138 w-z-n]. Listed in #793 (Payor 4), #800 (Payor 8), #812 (Payor 27) and
#968 (Debtor 56).

not identified

(book 138) al-dkbtir wa-al-miban; tentative reading, not identified;
Price: 23.

(obj21) aglam: pens, Price: 8.
(obj22) bisat: carpet, Price: 75.
(obj23) sudda kbhashab: wooden bench, Price: 36.
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BUYER 20 al-Yatim Mahmud Jamail al-Din Kamal [Il. 15-19], sum total:
56.5 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 29) and #968 (Debtor 57).

Burhin al-Din’s son Kamal, a minor. He is known to us from the Haram
al-sharif documents #106, #115 and #118, where his guardian, Shihab
al-Din, acknowledges receipt of monthly maintenance payments for
under-age heirs (see Appendix 2). In contrast to most other buyers Kamal
does not settle his dues in cash (as we find for many buyers in account sheet
#812). Instead the sum is (as we see in document #106) deducted later from
the monthly maintenance payments that the judge’s trustee, al-Adhraf,
paid his guardian. Document #106 deducts the sum of 56 dirhams
and lists some of the objects that we see here (/zbaf, bisar and mikbadda).
As Kamal was a minor this sale must have been conducted on his behalf by
Shihab al-Din, whom we find further down as Buyer 24.

(book 139) Kbatma; We take the term zzsf to refer to one half of the full text of
the Koran. N7sf can also refer to one half of a ju2’, a thirtieth part of the full text.
However, this would mean that here one half of a thirtieth, thatis a sixtieth, is sold
for 10 dirhams. This would give a potential, and unlikely, price of 600 dirhams
if the copy had been complete. Price: 10; C: Koran — text. (cf. book 124)

(obj24) libaf yamani: Yemeni cloth, Price: 20.

(obj25) bisat saghir: small carpet, Price: 15.

(obj26) mikbadda zarga: blue cushion, Price: 10.

(obj27) kursi kbashab: wooden stool (cf. objS4, obj75), Price: 1.5.

BUYER 21 Shams al-Din al-Khatib [Il. 20-2], sum total: 12.25 dirhams. Listed

in #793 (Debtor 30, Ibn al-Khatib), #800 (Payor 36) and #968 (Debtor 58).
not identified

(book 140) Kitabayn tibb; Price: 12.25; C: medicine.

BUYER 22 ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Zayn [Il. 23-5], sum total: 14.5 dirhams.

Listed in #793 (Debtor 31) and #968 (Debtor 59).

not identified
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(book 141) a/-Sira; This is most likely an incomplete (z2:%) biography of

the Prophet. There are several possibilities, but considering what books the
Ashrafiya cataloguer entered as ‘sira’, the most likely authors are: (1) Ibn
Ishaq (d. 150/767)/Ibn Hisham (d. 218/833 or 213/828) (Ashrafiya, no. 547)
and (2) Ahmad Ibn Faris (d. 395/1004) (Ashrafiya, no. 1222c); Price: 14.5;
C: history — biography of the Prophet. (cf. book 80, 211, 240a)

BUYER 23 Shihib al-Din Ahmad b. Ibrahim b. Shidha [Il. 26-8], sum
total: 10.25 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 32, Shihab al-Din Shidha), #800
(Payor 32) and #968 (Debtor 60).

not identified

(book 142a) al-Tabdhib; The two title terms in 142a and 142b would not
be identifiable on their own on account of numerous book titles containing
them. However, extracts from these two works (mzz) are combined here
in one single book so that they most likely shared a theme. In this case, it is
highly likely that the first refers to Tahdhib al-asma’wa-al-lughat by A: Yahya
b. Sharaf al-Nawawi (d. 676/1277), an author who has at least one other work
in this list (book 7, in addition to the other likely entries book 11, 43, 197 and
231). C: figh - shafif.

(book 142b) al-Wasit; most likely A: al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111), author of
al-Wasit fi al-madbbab (Ashrafiya, no. 1376). Al-Nawawi repeatedly refers
to al-GhazalT’s al-Wasit. Price: 10.25; C: figh — shafii. (cf. book 102, 127,
265b)

BUYER 24 al-Wasi Shihib al-Din Ahmad b. Ahmad [Il. 29-31], sum total:
117.16 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Payor 21), #800 (Payor 19), #812 (Payor 43)
and #968 (Debtor 61).

To identify this person as the legal guardian of Burhan al-Din’s son
Kamal (see above Buyer 20) was a long process. Firstly, Shihab al-Din is
mentioned in other Haram al-sharif documents (#106, #115 and #118),
where he acknowledges receipt of the monthly maintenance payments
for Kamal (see Appendix 2). In two of these documents (#115 and #1138
[archival note]) he is also called ‘Ibn al-Bawwab’. This addition was crucial
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for identifying him and matching him in the documentary network in
the next step: such an ‘Ibn al-Bawwab’ (without any further addition) is
listed in the documents #793, #800 and #812, whom we could initially not
identify. The sums this individual owed and paid in these accounts match
in turn the sum that the individual called ‘a/- Wasi’ (guardian) had to pay

according to the sale booklet. There is thus no doubt that this ‘guardian’is
Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Ahmad Ibn al-Bawwab.

(book 143) al-Witriya; A: Mailik b. ‘Abd al-Rahmin al-Maligi
(d. 672/1273-4; Baghdadi, Hadiyat al-‘arifin, 11, 1); Price: 8.75; C: Prophet
Muhammad - devotional.

(book 144) Zad al-musdfir; several possibilities (Kashf al-zunin, 11, 946-7)
and thus not identifiable; Price: 4.

(obj28) sayf: sword, Price: 80.

(0bj29) kisa’ sa‘idi: Upper Egyptian garment, Price: 21.
(obj30) haykal, ghayrubu: part of an oven (?), other (cf. obj17), Price: 2.16.
(obj31) dawat: writing case, Price: 1.25.

BUYER 25 ‘Ali b. Raslan [ll. 32-4], sum total: 70 dirhams. Listed in #793
(Payor 28), #800 (Payor 28), #812 (Payor 50) and #968 (Debtor 62).

not identified

(book 145) Mushaf; a complete copy of the Koran; Price: 18; C: Koran -

text.

(obj32) takht kbashab: wooden box, Price: 52.

BUYER 26 Jamal al-Din Yasuf al-Naqib [Il. 35-7], sum total: 16 dirhams.
Listed in #968 (Debtor 63, Yasuf Ibn al-Nagib).

Document #968 calls him ‘Yasuf Ibn al-Naqib’ and this is most likely
Yasuf Ibn al-Naqib al-Hanafi, a notary witness who repeatedly appears
in the Haram al-sharif corpus (Miiller, Kad: und seine Zeugen, 309, 323
and 574/5).



THE SALE BOOKLET | 245

(book 146) Kashf ‘ulum al-dgkbira; arguably the al-Durra al-fakbira fi kashf
uliim al-dkhira by A: al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111; tr. and ed. L. Gautier, La perle

precieuse: traité d eschatologie musulmane, Geneva 1878); Price: 9.5; C: theology.

(obj33) dawat kbashab: wooden writing case, Price: 6.5.
BUYER 27 Shams al-Din al- Muwaqgqi® [Il. 38-40], sum total: 48 dirhams.

Listed in #968 (Debtor 64).

not identified; This was most likely a court secretary, for his role
see Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 268-80.

(obj34) hulla sabigha: wide garment, Price: 40.
(obj35a) fandrayn: two lanterns.

(obj35b) wa-jaba kbashab: a wooden case (Dozy, Supplément, 1, 197; in
Haram al-sharif document #772a we find a leather ja%a in the sense of a

quiver), Price: 8.
#180b right = page 5 (Plate 1.4)

BUYER 28 Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Nasr Allah al-ShafiT al-Karaki [1l. 1-2],
sum total: 50 dirhams."” Listed in #793 (Debtor 33) and #968 (Debtor 65).

Jerusalemite deputy judge (d. c. 830/1426; al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil,
11, 168).

(obj36) farjiya zarga: blue overgarment (Dozy, Dictionnaire détaille,
327-34), Price: 50.

BUYER 29 Shihib al-Din Ahmad al-Kutubi [II. 3-5], sum total: 6.75 dirhams.
Listed in #793 (Payor 43), #812 (Payor 13) and #968 (Debtor 66).

not identified

(obj37a) thalathat magalim: 3 penboxes.

7 The sum total was originally 150 dirhams, but was subsequently corrected to 50. We still find the
sum of 150 dirhams in his entry in #968.
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(obj37b) bayt kutub; bookcase.
(obj37¢) sakakin: penknives, Price: 6.75.

BUYER 30 Shams al-Din al-Ttnisi [Il. 6-7], sum total: 3.5 dirhams. Listed in
#968 (Debtor 67).
not identified

(book 147) Kitab; incomplete (kbarm, cf. book 95) book; Price: 3.5.

BUYER 31 al-Naisiri al-Dallal [Il. 8-10], sum total: 24.3 dirhams. Listed in
#793 (Debtor 34), #800 (Payor 40) and #968 (Debtor 68).

not identified
(obj38) jubba tirh: long robe, Price: 19.
(0bj39) zawjayn qabagib: 2 pairs of wooden clogs (Dozy, Dictionnaire
détaillé, 347-9), Price: 5.3.
BUYER 32 Shihib al-Din Sahlal [ll. 11-13], sum total: 28 dirhams. Listed in
#793 (Debtor 35, Ibn Sahlal) and #968 (Debtor 69, Ibn Sahlal).

not identified
(book 148) 2/-Qur'an; parts of (ajza’min) the Koran; Price: 28; C: Koran —text.
BUYER 33 Burhin al-Din Ibrahim b. al-Hasan al-Shafial-‘Arrabi [1l. 14-16],
sum total: 12 dirhams. Listed in #968 (Debtor 70).

Jerusalemite deputy judge (d. 841/1437-8; al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil,
II, 172; al-Sakhawi, Daw’, I, 40) who also taught in the Salahiya Madrasa.

(book 149) al-Tafsir; part of (juz’ min) a Koran commentary; Price: 12;
C: Koran - study of.

BUYER 34 Ghars al-Din Khalil b. al-Duwayk [ll. 17-19], sum total: 30
dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 36, Khalil al-Duwayk) and #968 (Debtor 71).

not identified

(obj40) kisa’ suf: woollen garment, Price: 30.
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BUYER 35 Burhin al-Din Ibrahim al-Hawrani [ll. 20-2], sum total: 10
dirhams. Listed in #793 (Payor 44), #812 (Payor 14) and #968 (Debtor 72).

not identified
(obj41) nbwatayn zajjaj: two glass jars (cf. obj86), Price: 10.
BUYER 36 ‘Ali b. Ibrahim al-ShafiT al-Rabbawiya [Il. 23-5], sum total: 5.75

dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 37 & Payor 46, al-Rabbawi), #812 (Payor 17)
and #968 (Debtor 73.

judge (d. 841/1437; al-Sakhawi, Daw’, V, 157-8).
(obj42) labbad.: felt cloth, Price: 5.75.
BUYER 37 Yasuf al-Jiti [Il. 26-7], sum total: 36 dirhams. Listed in #793
(Payor 22), #800 (Payor 21), #812 (Payor 44) and #968 (Debtor 74).
not identified
(obj43) kbizanat kbashab: wooden (book-?)case, Price: 36.
BUYER 38 ‘Abd al-Rahmin al-Iskandari [Il. 28-30], sum total: 10

dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 38) and #968 (Debtor 75, ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Iskandani).

not identified

(obj44a) tdsa sughra: small bowl (Dozy, Supplément, 11, 67).
(obj44b) dast saghir: small dish (Dozy, Supplément, 1, 441), Price: S.

BUYER 39 Muhammad al-Sakikini [Il. 31-3], sum total: 8.875 dirhams.
Listed in #793 (Debtor 39) and #968 (Debtor 76).

not identified

(obj45) saqraq nubais: copper vessel (sagraq in the meaning of vessel is, for
instance, mentioned in Aba Shima, Rawdatayn, 11, 280/1), Price: 6.375.
(ctf. obj47, obj73, obj74)

(obj464a) silsila: chain.
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(obj46b) hajar: (sharpening?) stone.
(obj46c) masht: comb, Price: 2.5.

BUYER 40 Husayn al-Halabi [Il. 34-6], sum total: 11.5 dirhams. Listed in
#793 (Payor 37), #812 (Payor 7) and #968 (Debtor 77).

not identified

(obj47) sagraq nubas: copper vessel [P: 8.125]. (cf. obj45)
(obj48a) satl: bathing bucket.
(obj48b) sham adin, ghayrubu: candlestick, other, Price: 3.375.

#532a left = page 6 (Plate L.5)

BUYER 41 Fakhr al-Din Iyias [ll. 1-3], sum total: 296.5 dirhams. Listed
in #793 (Payors 6 and 33), #800 (Payor 24), #812 (Payor 3) and #968
(Debtor 15).

The large amount this buyer spends indicates a wealthy individual. This
might be the officer Fakhr al-Din Iyas, who endowed the primary school
in Jerusalem in the late eighth/fourteenth century (Richards, Primary
Education) where Burhan al-Din taught. We only know of this primary
school, and its patron, from the two Haram al-sharif documents linked to
Burhin al-Din (#003 and #049).

(book 150) Sharh Muslim; unidentified commentary on the hadith com-
pendium Sahilh Muslim by Muslim al-Nisabari (d. 261/875); Price: 166;
C: hadith - commentary. (cf. book 268)

(book 151) Sahih Muslim; A: Muslim al-Nisabtri (d. 261/875); Price: 110;
C: hadith. (cf. book 235)

(book 152) a/-‘Azizi; not identified; Price: 10.5; C: adab. (cf. book 270b)

(book 153) Sirdaj al-mulitk; first part of (al-awwal min); A: Muhammad
b.al-Walid al-Turtashi (d. 520/1126?); Ashrafiya, no.559; Price: 10; C:
political thought — mirror for princes. (cf. book 119)
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BUYER 42 Shihib al-Din al-Sara’i [Il. 4-6], sum total: 69.5 dirhams. Listed
in #793 (Payor 20), #800 (Payor 18), #812 (Payor 42) and #968 (Debtor 16).

not identified; mentioned in account sheet #812 as ‘Shihab al-Din
b. al-Sara’T.

(book 154) Majmis large (kabir) composite or multiple-text manuscript;
Price: 26.

(book 155) Majmau‘ composite or multiple-text manuscript; Price: 16.

(book 156) al-Kashshaf; first part (al-awwal min); possibly the exegetical
tafsir-work by Mahmuad b. ‘Umar al-Zamakhshari (d. 538/1144); Ashrafiya,
no. 1434; Price: 27.5; C: Koran — exegesis.

BUYER 43 Junayd al-Kaylani [Il. 7-9], sum total: 44 dirhams. Listed in #793
(Payor 18), #800 (Payor 16), #812 (Payor 40) and #968 (Debtor 17).

not identified

(book 157) Thamarat al-ikblas; not identified; Price: 11.
(book 158) Mubyi al-gulith; not identified; Price: 33.

BUYER 44 Zayn al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman b. “Alf Ibn al-Naqib al-Hanafi
[1l. 10-12], sum total: 78 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 12, ‘Abd al-Rahmin
al-Naqib), #800 (Payor 35) and #968 (Debtor 18).

Notary witness in Jerusalem between 788/1386 and 797/1394 (Miiller,
Kadi und seine Zeugen, 271-2, 323); brother of Buyer 45. The scribe
of the sale booklet notes that eight dirhams are paid by a third person

(‘rasul’?) so that the remaining sum total for this buyer was 70 dirhams.

(book 159) Mandgib al-abrir; arguably Managib al-abrar min mabdsin
al-akhyir by A: al-Husayn b. Nasr Ibn Khamis al-ShafiT (d. 552/1157);
Ashrafiya, no. 928; Price: 33; C: sufism — biographies.

(book 160) Subul al-kbayrat; A: Yahya b. Najah al-Qurtubi (d. 422/1031);
Kashf al-zuniin, 11, 978; Price: 22; C: sermons/paraenesis.
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(book 161) al-Futihpat; Haarmann, Library, 331 suggests al-Futihat
al-Makkiya fi asrar al-malikiya wa-al-mulkiya by A: Muhammad b. ‘Ali Ibn
al-“Arabi (d. 638/1240). On account of the numerous 577 works in this inven-
tory this is possible, but clearly this must be an abridgement or incomplete

copy of the massive complete work. Price: 23; C: sufism.

BUYER 45 al-Shaykh Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. “Ali Ibn al-Nagqib, his brother
[Il. 13-17], sum total: 101 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 13 & Payor 29),
#800 (Payor 31, Naqib), #812 (Payor 51) and #968 (Debtor 19).

Jerusalemite scholar (d. 816/1413; al-Sakhawi, Daw’, 11, 32); brother of
Buyer 44.

(book 162) Mantig; That this ‘keyword” has no article indicates that either
the scribe of the sale booklet was not able to identify the text or that this was a
text without title (such as a notebook). FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 11.5; C: logic.

(book 163) al-Masharig; The two strongest contenders for this keyword are
Mashariq al-anwar ‘ala sihah al-athar by al-Qadi Tyad b. Masa (d. 544/1149)
and Masharig al-anwar al-nabawiya by al-Hasan b. Muhammad al-Saghani
(d. 650/1252). FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 25; C: hadith - study of.

(book 164) Kitabayn two incomplete (kbarm, ct. book 95) books; Price: 14.5.

(book 165) Thaldthat kutub; three incomplete (kbarm, cf. book 95) books;
Price: 11.

(book 166) Fasih; A: Ahmad b. Yahya Thalab (d. 291/904); Price: 13.25;

C: grammar.

(obj49) thalathat kumdajat: The reading is clearly “lalsS and this term refers
to ‘ash bread’ (Dozy, Supplément, 11, 487). Even if the price fits, it seems rather
unlikely that ‘3 pieces of ash bread’ were on offer at this auction. Price: 0.75.

(book 167) Mushaf; a complete copy of the Koran; Price: 25; C: Koran — text.

BUYER 46 Yasuf b. Dhia al-Nan [ll. 18-20], sum total: 100 dirhams. Listed
in #793 (Debtor 14) and #968 (Debtor 20).

not identified
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(book 168) Matla“al-Nayyirayn; unidentified; Price: 26.

(book 169) al-Shifa* A: al-Qadi Tyad b. Masa al-Yahsubi (d. 544/1149);
Ashrafiya, no. 577; Price: 74; C: Prophet Muhammad - devotional. (cf. book
4,230)

BUYER 47 al-Shaykh Isma‘l, wakil al-zawija [Il. 21-33], sum total: 446.625
dirhams."® Listed in #812 (Payor 23) and #968 (Debtor 21).

The identity of this proxy (wakil) of Shirin (‘al-zawja’) is unknown.
Shirin most likely appointed him during the sensitive period when Burhan
al-Din’s estate was being settled (see Chapter 3).

(book 170) Tunbib; Price: 20; C: sermons/paraenesis. (cf. book 33)

(book 171) Majmsu< not identifiable multiple-text (or composite) manu-
script; Price: 11.

(book 172) al-Mubadbdbab; numerous possibilities; Price: 9; arguably
C: figh - shafi. (ct. book 63)

(book 173) Shu‘ab al-imdn; A: al-Husayn b. al-Hasan al-Halimi al-Shafi7
(d. 403/1012-13); Price: 32; C: theology.

(book 174) Kitdb fi al-arid; Price: 5; C: poetry — metrics.
(book 175a) al-Azbari; unidentified.

(book 175b) al-Taysir; numerous possibilities and thus not identifiable;
Price: 26.

(book 176) al-Mufassal fi al-nabw; most likely A: Mahmuad b. ‘Umar
al-Zamakhshari (d. 538/1144); Price: 7.5; C: grammar.

(book 177) Majmii“fi al-hadith; mostlikely composite manuscript, Hirschler,
Monument; Price: 12; C: hadith.

(book 178) Nasaim al-ashar; most likely the Persian Nasa’im al-ashar
(ed. Urmawi, Tehran 1338/1959) by Nasir al-Din Kirmani; Price: 15;
C: history — biographical dictionary (wazirs).

% The sum given in the sale booklet is 441.5 dirhams.
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(book 179) Majmius Turkic (turkz) composite or multiple-text manuscript;
Price: 9.

(book 180) Mushaf sharif; a complete copy of the Koran; Price: 22;
C: Koran - text.

(book 181a) z/-Husriya; A: ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-Ghani (d. 488/1095); Kashf
al-zunun, 11, 1337; C: Koran — recitation.
(book 181b) al-Alfiya; most likely A: Ibn Malik (d. 672/1274); Price: 13.5;

C: grammar.

(book 182) Mushaf sharif; a complete copy of the Koran; Price: 7;
C: Koran - text.

(book 183) Juz’f1 al-tarikb; not identifiable; Price: 46.5; C: history.

(book 184) Tubarat al-gulib wa-al-khudi* li-allam al-ghuyib; A: ‘Abd-
al-‘Aziz al-Dirini (d. 694/1295); ed. Misr: al-Jamaliya al-Haditha; Price: 30;

C: sufism.

(book 185) Jawdhir al-kaldm; first part of (al-awwal min); several possibili-
ties and thus not identifiable; Price: 15.5.

(book 186) a/-Shibib; most likely A: Muhammad b. Salima al-Quda‘T
(d. 454/1062); Ashrafiya, no. 576; Price: 5.75; C: hadith.

(book 187a) Safina; unidentified oblong-shaped book bound at the top of
the folia with the lines running parallel to the spine (Hirschler, Ashrafiya

Library Catalogue, 62) arguably in the sense of an adab multiple-text manu-
script (‘Awwad, a/-Safina, 551); C: adab.

(book 187b) Zabr al-hadi’g; possibly ‘Ali b. ‘Abd Allah al-Qayrawani
(d. 539/1144), who authored a commentary on a/-Raqa’ig by ‘Abd Allah b.
al-Mubarak (d. 181/797); Kahhala, Mu jam, 11, 466; Price: 13.5; C: sermons/

paraenesis.

(book 188) Qird'at Warsh; referring to the recitation according to ‘Uthman
b. Said Warsh (d. 197/812); Price: 12.25; C: Koran - recitation.

(book 189) al-Luma’ A: Abt al-Fath Ibn Jinni (d. 392/1002); Ashrafiya,

no. 897; Price: 13; C: grammar. The scribe of the sale booklet erroneously

wrote ‘al-Majmii“li-Ibn’ then realised his mistake and crossed it out.
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(book 190) Mushaf; one quarter (rzb°) of the full text (cf. book 19, 35, 126,
130); Price: 7.5; C: Koran — text.

(book 191) Karrdsayn; most likely two quires of one book or two different
books; on this term cf. Hirschler, Monument; Price: 5.75.

(obj50) kbitja: cloth (Dozy, Dictionnaire detaillé, 127-31), Price: 61.
(obj51) gamis: robe, Price: 17.25.

(obj52) mallitatayn, 2 overgarments (Dozy, Dictionnaire deétaillé, 412—13;
Hallaq/Sabbag, al-Mu am al-jami*, 210), Price: 20.

(obj53) lafha, tagiya: scarf?, headgear, Price: 2.25.
(objS4) kursi khashab: wooden stool, Price: 4. (cf. 0bj27)
(obj55) raff khashab: wooden shelf, Price: 2.375.

#532b right = page 7 (Plate 1.6)

BUYER 48 ‘Ali Ibn al-Hamawi [ll. 1-3], sum total: 20.25 dirhams. Listed in
#793 (Payor 16, ‘Ali al-Hamawi), #800 (Payor 14), #812 (Payor 38) and #968
(Debtor 22).

not identified

(book 192) al-Wajiz fi al-figh; possibly al-Wajiz fi figh madhbab al-iméam
al-Shafit by al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111); Price: 9.5; C: figh — shafif. (cf. book
241)

(book 193) al-Mustajad; arguably a part (juz’) of al-Mustajid min falat
al-ajwad by A: al-Muhassin b. ‘Ali al-Tanakhi (d. 384/994) (authorship dis-
puted); Ashrafiya, no. 992; Price: 10.75; C: adab.

BUYER 49 ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Umar al-Qibabi al-Maqdisi al-Hanbali
[lI. 4-6], sum total: 87.5 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 15), #800 (Payor 38)
and #968 (Debtor 23).

Jerusalemite badith scholar (d. 838/1438; al-Sakhawi, Daw’, IV, 113/4;
al-“Ulaymi, al-Manbhaj, V, 217/8).
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(book 194) Magdamat; A: al-Qasim b. ‘Alf al-Hariri (d. 516/1122); Price: 18;
C: adab. (cf. book 26, 267)

(book 195) Risalat al-Qushayri; A: “Abd al-Karim al-Qushayri (d. 465/1072);
Ashrafiya, no. 467; Price: 22; C: sufism.

(book 196a) Kitib al-Ishirat; numerous possibilities and thus not identifi-
able. (cf. book 200b)

(book 196b) Shajarar al-aql; arguably the work by the secretary, adib and
poet A: Sahl b. Haran b. Rahawayh (d. 215/830); Ashrafiya, no. 640; Price:
20.5; C: adab?

(book 197) Sharh al-Tanbib; On account of the strong shifi 7 profile of this

(e

book collection and the large number of commentaries on al-Tanbib fi furi
al-shifi‘tya (Kashf al-zunin, 1, 489), this is most likely a commentary on
this work by Ibrahim b. “Ali al-Shirazi (d. 476/1083). The most likely author
is thus A: Yahya b. Sharaf al-Nawawi (d. 676/1277), who has at least one
work in this list (book 7, in addition to the other likely entries book 11, 43,
142a and 231) and who is suggested by Haarmann, Lzbrary, 332. Price: 27;
C: figh - shafif.

BUYER 50 Shams al-Din al-Azhari [Il. 7-11], sum total: 167.5 dirhams. Listed
in #793 (Payor 11), #800 (Payor 1), #812 (Payor 33) and #968 (Debtor 24).
not identified

(book 198) al-Wagf wa-al-ibtida* numerous possibilities (cf. book 261) and
thus not identifiable; Price: 24; C: Koran — recitation.

(book 199) Sharh al-Alfiya; most likely a commentary on the A/f7ya by Ibn
Malik (d. 672/1274, cf. book 113); Price: 14; C: grammar.

(book 200a) Shama’il al-Nabi; most likely A: Muhammad b. TIsd al-Tirmidhi
(d. 279/892); Shama’il al-Nabi, ed. M. Y. Fahl, Beirut: Dir al-Gharb al-Islami
2008; C: Prophet Muhammad - devotional.

(book 200b) a/-Isharat; not identified, cf. book 196a; Price: 13.5.
(book 201a) a/-Talfig; not identified.
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(book 201b) z/-Halabiya; arguably a part of (juz’ min) al-Risila al-Halabiya
fral-tariga al-Mubammadiya by Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziya (d. 751/1350; Kashf
al-zuniun, 1, 861); Price: 16.

(obj56) farjiya zarga: blue overgarment (see obj36), Price: 100.

BUYER 51 al-Sharif al-Maghribi [II. 12-14], sum total: 23.5 dirhams. Listed in
#793 (Debtor 16, al-Zayn al-Maghribi), #812 (Payor 26) and #968 (Debtor 25).

not identified

(book 202) Manafi‘ al-Qurin; numerous possibilities; Price: 15.

(book 203) Kitab Hikayat al-salihin; arguably Rawd al-rayabin fi hikdyat
al-salibin by ‘Abd Allah b. As‘ad al-Yafi7 (d. 768/1367, ed. I. ‘Ubaydi, Cairo:
al-Halabi 1955); Price: 8.5; C: sufism.

BUYER 52 Qisim al-‘Ajami [Il. 15-16], sum total: 15 dirhams. Listed in #793
(Payor 7), #800 (Payor 20), #812 (Payor 29) and #968 (Debtor 26).

not identified

(book 204) Qudsuri; arguably the Mukbtasar on Hanafi figh by A: Ahmad
b. Muhammad al-Qudari (d. 428/1037), especially as the buyer seems to come
from the hanafi ‘Ajami family (cf. Buyer S); Price: 15; C: figh — hanafi.

BUYER 53 ‘Abd Allah al-Firyabi [Il. 17-19], sum total: 92.5 dirhams. Listed
in #793 (Payor 17), #800 (Payor 15), #812 (Payor 39) and #968 (Debtor 27).
not identified

(book 205) Akbbar Makka; several possibilities and thus not identifiable;
Haarmann, Library, 332 suggests Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Azraqi as

author. Price: 18.5; C: history.

(book 206) Mandgib al-ahbab; arguably the biographical compendium
Mandqib al-abbab wa-maratib 4li al-albib by Muhammad b. al-Hasan
al-ShafiT (d. 776/1374-5; Kashf al-zunin, 1, 689 and II, 1836), a sum-
mary of the Hilyat al-awliya’ by Abt Nu‘aym (d. 430/1038); Price: 74;
C: hadith - study of.
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BUYER 54 al-Shaykh ‘Alf al-Qalyabi [Il. 20-8], sum total: 355.75 dirhams.
Listed in #793 (Debtor 17 & Payor 30), #800 (Payor 33, al-Shaykh “Ali), #812
(Payor 21) and #968 (Debtor 28).

not identified; The title ‘al-Shaykh’ indicates a scholarly background.

(book 207) Mushaf sharif; a complete copy of the Koran; Price: 60;
C: Koran - text.

(book 208) Mukbtir wyin al-hikdyat; possibly selection from the Uysin
al-hikayat by Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200); Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, Fibrist, no. 15;
Price: 16.

(book 209) 2/-Najm; several possibilities and thus notidentifiable; Price: 13.5.

(book 210) Uysn al-akbbar; numerous possibilities and thus not identifiable;
Price: 14.5; possibly C: adab.

(book 211) z/-Sira; most likely the second and third part (al-thini wa-al-
thalith) of the Sira by Ibn Ishaq (d. 150/767)/Ibn Hisham (d. 218/833 or
213/828); Ashrafiya, no. 547; Price: 31; C: history — biography of the Prophet.
(cf. book 80, 141, 240a)

(book 212) al-Mudhish; mostlikely the work by A: Ibn al-Jawzi(d. 597/1200);
Ashrafiya, no. 926; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 15; C: sermons/paraenesis.

(book 213) al-Amdali; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-guniin, 1, 161-6) and
thus not identifiable; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 17.5.

(book 214) Rawdat al-kbatir; not identified; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 22.25.

(book 215) Fudd’ilal-a‘mal; several possibilities (Ashrafiya, nos 805and 1189a
and Kashf al-gunin, 11, 1274) and thus not identifiable; FI: wa-ghayrubu;
Price: 13.5; C: hadith — merits.

(book 216) Yagutat al-mawdiz; A: Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200); ed. A °A.
‘Awda, Cairo: Dar al-fadila 1994; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 20; C: sermons/

paraenesis.

(book 217) Tarikh Misr; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zunin, 1, 303—4)
and thus not identifiable; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 46.75; C: history.

(book 218) T7sat kutub; nine incomplete (kbarm, ct. book 95) books; Price: 39.
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(book 219) Diwdn shi; unidentified; Price: 15.25; C: poetry.

(obj57) mizar abyad: white overgarment (Dozy, Dictionnaire détaille,
38-46), Price: 20.

(obj58a) misfa: sieve (Dozy, Supplément, 1, 839).
(obj58b) tdsa: bowl (cf. obj44a), Price: 11.
(0bj59) gushsha: small pieces of furniture (cf. obj10), Price: 0.5.

BUYER 55 al-Shaykh Muhammad b. Safid [ll. 29-31], sum total: 30.25
dirhams. Listed in #793 (Payor 8), #800 (Payor 22), #812 (Payor 30) and #968
(Debtor 29).

possibly al-Ansari al-Zawari al-ShafiT who served briefly as judge of
Jerusalem, fl. 788/1386 (Mdller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 249).

(book 220) Khutab; A: Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200); Price: 11; C: sermons/

paraenesis.

(book 221) Agd’id al-Ghazali; A: al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111); most likely the
chapter Kitab Qawdi‘id al-‘Aqa’id of his Ihya’ (ct. book 262); Price: 11.25;
C: creed.

(docum 1) hawdala tor him [the deceased] from Burhin al-Din al-Naqib;
Price: 8.

BUYER 56 Burhin al-Din Ibrahim al-‘Ajami [ll. 32-5], sum total: 179.75
dirhams. Listed in #793 (Payor 2), #800 (Payor 6, Ibrahim), #812 (Payor 25)
and #968 (Debtor 30).

not identified

(book 222) al-Baghawi; This term most likely refers to the shafi7 scholar
al-Husayn b. Mas‘ad al-Baghawi (d.c. 516/1122) whose fame rested on two
badith collections, Sharb al-sunna and Masabih al-sunna. It is impossible to
know what text(s) exactly are meant here, yet as the author’s full name is not
given a hadith textis highly likely. The hefty price indicates that this must have
been a large work. Price: 118; C: hadith.
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(book 223) al-Tabsira; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zuniin, 1, 337-9)
and thus not identifiable; Price: 9.

(book 224) ‘Ulam al-hadith; arguably the famous introduction to badith
studies by A: Ibn al-Salah al-Shahrazari (d. 643/1245) that also carries this title
(‘Ulim al-hadith, ed. N. Itr, Damascus: Dar al-Fikr 1986); FI: wa-ghayrubu;
Price: 25.5; C: hadith.

(book 225) al-Muwattd; A part of (juz’min) the hadith collection by A: Malik
b. Anas (d. 179/796); Price: 20; C: hadith.

(obj60) gamis: robe, Price: 7.25.
#532b left = page 8 (Plate L.6)

BUYER 57 Nasir al-Din al-Ghazzi [Il. 1-3], sum total: 157 dirhams. Listed in
#793 (Payor 31), #812 (Payor 1) and #968 (Debtor 31, al-Ghazawi).

arguably the banafi scholar and short-term deputy judge of Jerusalem
Muhammad b. Badr al-Din Muhammad, d. 844/1441 (al-"Ulaymi, a/-Uns
al-jalil, 11, 223—4).

(book 226) Sharh al-Mufassal; one of the many commentaries on the work
by al-Zamakhshari (cf. book 176); Price: 70; C: grammar.

(book 227) Sharh al-Alfiya; most likely a commentary on the A/fiya by Ibn
Malik (d. 672/1274, cf. book 113); Price: 35.5; C: grammar.

(book 228) Sharh al-Alfiya; the Jerusalem scholar A: Ahmad b. Hasan
al-Qudsi al-Hanafi Ibn al-Rassas/al-Rassasi (d. 790/1388-9; al-‘Ulaymi,
al-Uns al-jalil, 11, 218); Price: 51.5; C: grammar.

BUYER 58 Zayn al-Din Mahmad Ibn al-Sard’i [Il. 4-8], sum total: 242
dirhams. Listed in #793 (Payor 27, Mahmad al-Sara’1), #800 (Payor 30), #8312
(Payor 49) and #968 (Debtor 32).

not identified; most likely identifiable as Zayn al-Din Mahmuad b. Khalil,
the person to whom al-Adhraf lent money from Burhan al-Din’s estate
(#016, see Appendix 2).
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(book 229) Mukbtasar Muslim; unidentified summary of the hadith com-
pendium Sahibh Muslim by Muslim al-Nisabari (d. 261/875); Price: 32;
C: hadith.

(book 230) a/-Shifa’, most likely A: al-Qadi Tyad b. Masa al-Yahsubi
(d. 544/1149); Price: 71.5; C: Prophet Muhammad - devotional. (cf. book
4 169)

(book 231) al-Adbkar; There are numerous possibilities for works with
the term ‘adhbkar’ (invocation and recollection of God), but in the con-
text of Jerusalem in this period the work by A: Yahya b. Sharaf al-Nawawi
(d. 676/1277), an author who has at least one work in this list (book 7, in
addition to the other likely entries book 11, 43, 142a and 197), is very likely.
Price: 66; C: sufism. (cf. book 11)

(book 232) Majma“ al-bahrayn; several possibilities (Kashf al-zunin,
I1, 1599) and thus not identifiable; Price: 11.5.

(book 233) Usil al-Din; not identified; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 17;
C: theology.

(book 234) al-Mukbtir; numerous possibilities and thus not identifiable;
FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 21.5.

(book 235) Sabibh Muslim; parts of (ajza’ min) A: Muslim al-Nisibari
(d. 261/875); Price: 22.5; C: hadith. (cf. book 151)

BUYER 59 ‘Al3’ al-Din “Ali b. ‘Uthmin al-Hawiri al-Shafi7 [Il. 9-11], sum
total: 171.5 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 18 & Payor 34), #812 (Payor 4)
and #968 (Debtor 33).

Jerusalemite scholar (account sheet #812 names him ‘shaykh’) and deputy
judge, d. 830/1427 (al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 170).

(book 236) al-Jam bayna al-sahibayn; several possibilities and thus not iden-
tifiable; Price: 101.5; C: hadith. (cf. book 24)

(book 237) al-Ghunya; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zunin,
II, 1211-13) and thus not identifiable, though the Ghunya by al-Qadi
‘Iyad b. Masa al-Yahsubi (d. 544/1149, ed. M. Z. Jarrar, Beirut 1982) is
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likely on account of the numerous books on hadith in this sale booklet;
Price: 70; C: hadith?

BUYER 60 Khalil al-Hadithi [Il. 12-14], sum total: 67.25 dirhams. Listed
in #793 (Debtor 19 & Payor 9), #800 (Payor 3), #812 (Payor 31) and #968
(Debtor 34).

not identified

(book 238) Qissat Yisuf; not identified; Price: 21.25; C: qisas al-anbiya’.

(book 239) Futuh Misr, A: ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd Allah Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam
(d. 257/871); Ashrafiya, no. 1429; Price: 25.5; C: history.

(book 240a) z/-Sira; most likely two parts of (juziayn min) the Sird by Ibn
Ishaq (d. 150/767)/Ibn Hisham (d. 218/833 or 213/828); Ashrafiya, no. 547;
C: history — biography of the Prophet. (cf. book 80, 141, 211)

(book 240b) Mandsik; most likely unidentified Mandsik al-hajj work on
pilgrimage rituals; Price: 20.5; C: rituals.

BUYER 61 ‘Umar al-Ghanimi [Il. 15-17], sum total: 64 dirhams. Listed in
#793 (Payor 41), #812 (Payor 11, ‘Umar b. Ghanim) and #968 (Debtor 35).

not identified

(book 241) a/-Wajiz; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-gunin, 11, 2001-4),
but on account of previous entry book 64 this might be a/-Wajiz fi figh
madhhab al-imam al-Shafi 7 by al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111); Price: 21; C: figh -
shafif. (cf. book 192)

(book 242) Tahrir al-tanbib; A: Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Tabari (Kashf
al-zuniin, 1, 489); commentary on al-Tanbib fi furi‘ al-shafi iya by al-Shirazi
(d. 476/1083); Price: 11; C: figh — shafif.

(book 243) Mawalid; Price: 12; FI: wa-ghayrubu; C: Prophet Muhammad -
devotional. (cf. book 59, 61)

(book 244) al-Tafsir; Price: 20; a part of (juz’ min) an unidentified work of

C: Koran — exegesis.
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BUYER 62 Shams al-Din al-Mugqri’ [Il. 18-20], sum total: 45 dirhams. Listed
in #793 (Payor 19, Ibn al-Mugqri’), #800 (Payor 17), #812 (Payor 41) and #968
(Debtor 36, Ibn al-Muqrf’).

not identified

(book 245) Qut al-guliub; A: Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Makki (d. 386/998);
Ashrafiya, no. 850; Price: 45; C: sufism.

BUYER 63 al-Shaykh Taqial-Din Aba Bakrb. ‘Uthman al-Hawrani al-Hanafi
[lI. 21-3], sum total: 39 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Payor 42), #812 (Payor 12)
and #968 (Debtor 37).

Jerusalemite scholar, deputy judge and notary witness, d. 804/1401-2
(Mdller, Kadi und seine Zengen, 271-2, 272).

(book 246) Asraral-tanzil; A: Muhammad b. ‘Umar Fakhr al-Din al-Razi Ibn
al-Khatib (d. 606/1210); Asrar al-tanzil wa-anwar al-ta’wil, ed. ‘A. ‘Umayra,
Cairo 2000; Price: 25; C: Koran — exegesis.

(book 247) Tdrikh Baghdad; numerous possibilities (Kashf al-zunin, 1, 288)
and thus not identifiable; Price: 14; C: history.

BUYER 64 Zayn al-Din Mugbil b. ‘Abd Allah al-Shihabi al-Yaghmari
[ll. 24-6], sum total: 68 dirhams." Listed in #793 (Payor 10), #800 (Payor 10),
#812 (Payor 32) and #968 (Debtor 38).

Officer who belonged to the houschold of Shihib al-Din Ahmad
al-Yaghmari (d. 811/1408), the governor of Jerusalem in 796/1394.%°
Mugbil is mentioned in an estate inventory dated to 796/1394 (#496).

(book 248) Futuh al-Shiam; several possibilities and thus not identifiable;
Price: 23; C: history.

(book 249) a/-Tanzil; Price: 36; most likely C: Koran — study of.
(obj61) bisatayn, ghayrubu: 2 carpets, other, Price: 9.

¥ The sum given in the sale booklet is 67.5.

20 Muller, Der Kadi und seine Zeugen, 416, follows al-Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-jalil, 11, 166, who gives his
death date as 801. However, earlier sources agree on 811/1408 (most importantly Ibn Hajar, /nba’
al-ghumr).
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BUYER 65 ‘Abd al-Rahmian b. Ahmad al-Ghazzi [Il. 27-9], sum total: 9.5
dirhams. Listed in #800 (Payor 37) and #968 (Debtor 39).

Jerusalemite notary witness, fl. 805/1402-3 (Miller, Kadi und seine
Zeugen, 227, n. 490).

(book 250) al-Buldin; several possibilities and thus not identifiable;
Price: 9.5.

BUYER 66 ‘Abd al-Rahmin al-Qarawi al-Maghribi [1I. 30-4], sum total: 41.5
dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 20 & Payor 3), #800 (Payor 7, al-Qarawi),

#812 (Payor 26, al-Sharif al-Maghribi) and #968 (Debtor 40).
not identified

(book 251) al-Tabdbib; first part of (al-awwal min); numerous possibilities
(Kashf al-gunin, 1, 515-8) and thus not identifiable; Price: 7.5.

(book 252) al-Arba‘in al-Wadaniya; with reference to Ibn Waddn
(d. 494/1101); Price: 6.75; C: hadith - collection — 40.

(obj62a) mandil azraq: blue cloth.
(obj62b) shadd: kerchief (Dozy, Supplément, 1, 213-15), Price: 14.

(obj63) natayn tg; 2 circular antique leather cloths, Price: 13.25.
#532a right = page 9 (Plate L.5)
BUYER 67 Sharaf al-Din Tsa b. Ahmad al-‘Ajlani [Il. 1-3], sum total: 76.25

dirhams. Listed in #793 (Payor 26), #800 (Payor 27), #812 (Payor 48) and
#968 (Debtor 42).

Notary witness in Jerusalem from 777/1376 until at least 805/1402-3
(Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 322, 325-7, 559-60).

(book 253) Hawdshi al-Alfiya; most likely a commentary on the Alfiya by
Ibn Malik (d. 672/1274) as we find them in high numbers in the Ibn ‘Abd

al-Hadi collection (Hirschler, Monument); Price: 18; C: grammar.
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(book 254) al-Irshid; numerous possibilities and thus not identifiable;
FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 13.5. (ct. book 9b)

(obj64) bisar: carpet, Price: 46.

BUYER 68 Wakil bayt al-mal Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Misri
[ll. 4-6], sum total: 51.5 dirhams.” Listed in #793 (Payor 36, al-Mugqri’
al-mu’adhdhin), #812 (Payor 6, Shihiab al-Din al-mu’adhdhin) and #968
(Debtor 43).

Notary witness in Jerusalem from 789/1387 onwards; was also 7mam and
intermittently head of treasury from 795/1392 onwards (Mdller, Kadi
und seine Zeugen, 4045, 415, 456-7).

(obj65) bisat: carpet, Price: 41.

(0bj66) mitraga: scutcher (cf. obj84b), Price: 2.25.

(obj67) mudawwara jild: parchment scroll, Price: 2.25.

(obj68a) bayt masht: comb case.

(obj68b) dawar: writing case, Price: 6.125.

BUYER 69 Badr al-Din Ibn Qisim [ll. 7-9], sum total: 10.25 dirhams.

not identified
(book 255) Majmi; composite or multiple-text manuscript; Price: 10.25.
BUYER 70 Muhammad ‘Asha, the document’s scribe [ll. 10-12], sum total:

102.375 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 23 & Payor 50, Ibn ‘Ashi), #812
(Payor 19) and #968 (Debtor 44).

not identified

(book 256) Sharh al-Kbhubaysi; A: Muhammad b. Abi Bakr al-Khubaysi
(d. 731/1330-1); most likely his commentary on a/-Kaifiya by Ibn al-Hijib
(d. 646/1249; Kashf al-zuniin, 11, 1370); Price: 17.5; C: grammar.

! The sum of the individual prices gives rather a sum of 51.675 dirhams.
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(book 257) al-Rawdat; not identifiable; Price: 23.

(0bj69) busut: carpets, Price: 32.75.

(obj70) farjiya bayda: white overgarment, Price: 18.

(obj71) gab‘ayn: two pieces of headgear (Dozy, Dictionnaire detaillé, 344-7),
Price: 1.625.

(book 258a) al-Tajrid; most likely A: Razin b. Mu‘wiya al-‘Abdari
(d. 524/1129 or 535/1140); C: hadith. (cf. book 50, 121, 122b)

(book 258b) 4/-Ta jiz; most likely A: ‘Abd al-Rahim b. Muhammad al-ShafiT

(d. 671/1272) who authored al-Tafiz fi ikbtisar al-Wajiz on shafi7 law
(Kashf al-gunin, 1, 417); Price: 9.5; C: figh - shafif.

BUYER 71 Jamal al-Din al-Dayri [Il. 13-15], sum total: 63 dirhams. Listed in
#968 (Debtor 45).

not identified

(book 259) Masa’il al-kbilif; most likely a legal treatise; arguably anonymous
and thus similar to such works in Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, Fzbrist, nos S08d and
514b; Price: 9.5; C: figh.

(obj72) sikr bab: door bolt (This term is clearly readable in another Haram
al-sharif document, namely #772b.), Price: 11.25.

(book 260) a/-Umda; numerous possibilities (Ashrafiya, no. 1457); FI: wa-
ghayrubu; Price: 9.25. (cf. book 263)

(book 261) al-Wagf; Price: 13.25; probably one of the many works entitled
al-Wagqf wa-al-ibtida’ (Kashf al-zuniin, 11, 1470) on C: Koran - recitation.

(obj73) sagraq nubdis: copper vessel (cf. obj45), Price: 12.25.
(obj74) sagraq nubdis: copper vessel, Price: 7.5. (ct. obj45)

BUYER 72 Ibrihim al-Harjawi [ll. 16-18], sum total: 20 dirhams. Listed in
#793 (Payor 13), #800 (Payor 11) and #812 (Payor 35).

not identified
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(book 262) al-Ihya* a part of (juz’ min) the work by A: al-Ghazali
(d. 505/1111); Ashrafiya, no. 1448; Price: 20; C: sufism. (cf. book 221)

BUYER 73 Taghri W-r-m-sh mamlak al-Sayfi Bulat [Il. 19-21], sum
total: 20.75 dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 24 & Payor 51) and #968

(Debtor 46).
not identified, cf. Buyer 3 for Bulat

(book 263) al--Umda; ¥1: wa-ghayrubd; Price: 14.75. (ctf. book 260)

(obj75) kursiyayn kbashab: 2 wooden stools (cf. obj27), Price: 6.

BUYER 74 Shams al-Din al-Ramli [ll. 22-4], sum total: 39.5 dirhams. Listed
in #968 (Debtor 47).

not identified

(book 264) Kashf al-‘aga’iqg wa-al-haqga’ig; not identified; Price: 21.5.

(book 265a) al-Mubadbdhab; There are numerous possibilities for this
keyword. As it is combined with the following title in one part (jz2’) it might
refer to al-Mubadhbdbab by Ibrahim b. “Ali al-Shirazi (d. 476/1083), as
this period’s authors combined these two legal works in commentaries and
abridgements (e.g. Kashf al-guniin, 11, 1620). C: figh — shafi1. (cf. book 63
and 172)

(book 265b) al-Wasit; There are numerous possibilities for this keyword.
As it is combined with the preceding title in one part (jxz’) it might refer
to al-Wasit by al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111) as this period’s authors combined
these two legal works in commentaries and abridgements (e.g. Kashf al-zuniin,
II, 1620). Price: 5.5; C: figh — shafi. (cf. book 102, 127, 142b)

(0bj76) sajjada sida: black prayer carpet, Price: 11.5.
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BUYER 75 Badr al-Din Husayn al-Maliki [Il. 25-7], sum total: 150.5
dirhams.”” Listed in #793 (Debtor 25), #800 (Payor 29), #812 (Payor 52) and
#968 (Debtor 48).

not identified

(book 266) al-Mabdawz; Here the scribe of the sale booklet seemingly identi-
fied a book by its author. There are several possibilities and the title is thus not
identifiable. Price: 17.5.

(obj77) farjiya sida ‘ald farwa: black overgarment with fur, Price: 133.

BUYER 76 Sharaf al-Din Hamdan al-ZarG [Il. 28-30], sum total: 85
dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 26 & Payor 25, Hamdan al-Zari), #8300
(Payor 25, Hamd al-Zari), #812 (Payor 47) and #968 (Debtor 49, Hamdin
al-Zar).

not identified
(book 267) Magdmat; A: al-Qasim b. “Ali al-Hariri (d. 516/1122); Ashrafiya,
no. 1095; Price: 15; C: adab. (cf. book 26, 194)
(book 268) Sharh Muslim; first and fourth part (el-awwal wa-al-rabi“ min)

of an unidentified commentary on the badith compendium Sahibh Muslim
by Muslim al-Nisabari (d. 261/875); Price: 70; C: hadith - commentary.
(cf. book 150)

BUYER 77 Ahmad al-Qaramini [Il. 31-2], sum total: 16.5 dirhams.*® Listed
in #793 (Payor 24), #800 (Payor 26), #812 (Payor 46) and #968 (Debtor 50).

not identified

(book 269) Sirr al-arwih wa-Mu’nis al-nafs; not identified; Price: 16.5.

* The sum total was originally 160.5 dirhams, but was subsequently corrected to 150.5. We still find
the sum of 160.5 dirhams in his entry in #968.

# The sum total was originally 36.5 dirhams, but was subsequently corrected to 16.5. We still find the
sum of 16.5 dirhams in his entry in #968.
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BUYER 78 Shihab al-Din (Ibn al-)Muthbit [ll. 33-5], sum total: 50.5
dirhams. Listed in #793 (Debtor 21 & Payor 12, Ibn al-Muthbit), #800 (Payor
2), #812 (Payor 34) and #968 (Debtor 51).

This is most likely the notary witness Ahmad b. Muhammad Ibn al-
Muthbit, who appears in #741 (dated 15.12.793/1391).

(book 270a) a/- Wasila; numerous possibilities and thus not identifiable.

(book 270b) al-‘Azizi; possibly the anonymous al-‘Azizi al-muballa bi-al-
dhahab, a copy of which is in the Khalidiya Library in Jerusalem (MS 1692;
Ju’beh/Salameh, Fibris makhtatar al-Maktaba al-Khalidiya, 739) or
al-Lami“al-‘Azizi by Abu al-‘Ala’> al-Ma‘arri (d. 449/105); Price: 26; C: adab.
(cf. book 152)

(book 271) Tabagat al-gurra’;, numerous possibilities and thus not identifi-
able; FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 16.25; C: history — biographical dictionary.

(book 272) Sharh al-sunna; one part (jug’ min); several possibilities (e.g. Ibn

‘Abd al-Hadi, Fibrist, no. 504a); FI: wa-ghayrubu; Price: 8.25.
#180Db left = page 10 (Plate 1.4)

BUYER 79 Muhammad al-Iskandari [ll. 1-3], sum total: 10.25 dirhams.
Listed in #793 (Debtor 40, different nzsba) and #968 (Debtor 78).
not identified
(obj78) sandig: chest, Price: 7.75.
(obj79) gushsha: small pieces of furniture (ct. obj10), Price: 2.5.

BUYER 80 Abi Yazid al-‘Ajami [II. 4-6], sum total: 3 dirhams. Listed in #968
(Debtor 79).

not identified
(obj80a) stkkin: knife.

(obj80b) misayn: two razors, Price: 3.
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BUYER 81 Ahmad al-Saqqa [Il. 7-8], sum total: 6.5 dirhams. Listed in #793
(Debtor 41, Ahmad Saqqa) and #968 (Debtor 80).

not identified
(obj81) hawan maksir: broken mortar, Price: 6.5.

BUYER 82 al-Bawwab “Ali [Il. 9-10], sum total: 2.75 dirhams. Listed in #793
(Debtor 42) and #968 (Debtor 81).

not identified
(obj82) gushsha: small pieces of furniture (cf. obj10), Price: 2.75.
BUYER 83 ‘Abd al-‘Azim al-$2’igh [lI. 11-12], sum total: 4 dithams. Listed in
#793 (Payor 45), #812 (Payor 15) and #968 (Debtor 82).
not identified
(obj83) mizdn: scale, Price: 4.
BUYER 84 Muhammad Shuqayr [ll. 13-14], sum total: 3.375 dirhams.

Listed in #793 (Payor 38), #800 (Payor 13), #812 (Payor 8) and #968
(Debtor 83).

not identified
(obj84a) migass: scissors.
(obj84b) mitraga: scutcher (cf. obj66).
(obj84c) mighrafa: cup, Price: 3.375.
BUYER 85 Yasuf al-Misri al-Dallal al-Darir [Il. 15-16], sum total: 3 dirhams.
Listed in #793 (Debtor 43) and #968 (Debtor 84, al-Darir).

not identified

(obj85) sikkin hadid: iron knife, Price: 3.
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BUYER 86 Ibn Sharwin [ll. 17-18], sum total: 0.25 dirham. Listed in #968
(Debtor 85).

not identified; the Jerusalemite scholar mentioned in al-“Ulaymi, 2/-Uns
al-jalil, 11, 362 has the same name, but his death date 897/1492 is
too late. As ‘Sharwin’ is a rare name it is likely that the Ibn Sharwin
mentioned in this inventory is an ancestor of the scholar mentioned by
al-‘Ulaymi.

(obj86) nbwatayn bi-bayt nubds: two glass jars with copper casing (cf. obj41),
Price: 0.25.
BUYER 87 Muhammad b. Yanus [Il. 19-20], sum total: 12.5 dirhams. Listed
in #793 (Debtor 44), #800 (Payor 34, Ibn R-y-s) and #968 (Debtor 86).

not identified

(book 273) Mushaf sharif; a complete copy of the Koran; Price: 12.5;
C: Koran - text.
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Edition of the Sale Booklet (Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic
Musenum #061, #180 and #532)

To facilitate comparison with the original, this edition edits the document as
we find it today, in three separate sheets. Thus, it does not follow the order of
pages when these sheets were nested together as a booklet. The above English
list, by contrast, follows the booklet’s order of pages.

Symbols used:

| interlinear text
] editors’ insertion of letters or words
?] tentative reading

..] non-legible or missing word(s)

N p— p— p— ——

= vertical strikethrough of name
O /61
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Analysis and Edition of the Documentary
Network around the Sale Booklet

n addition to the sale booklet, the trustee al-AdhraT and his men produced

four further documents after the auction of Burhan al-Din’s estate in the
process of settling the estate: list #812 (a list of payments) and list #968 (a list
of receivables), as well as the accounts #800 (an accounts with payments and
expenses) and accounts #793 (another accounts with payments and expenses
in addition to receivables). These four documents, along with the sale booklet,
make up what we refer to as the ‘documentary network’. We employ this term
for the entire network of documents that we navigated in order to fathom the
underlying logic behind what was written in the sale booklet and reach conclu-
sions about these buyers and what these purchases can tell us about them and
the deceased’s library. The intricate system of documents created around such
a mundane auction is also crucial for our argument that pragmatic literacy
had deeply penetrated the social fabric of a town such as Jerusalem by the late
eighth/fourteenth century. This chapter first discusses the network and then

provides editions of the individual accounts and lists.
Analysis of the Documentary Network

These four documents matter firstly because they have been so crucial for
understanding the sale booklet, the auction and Burhan al-Din’s books. There
are many lists and accounts in the Haram al-sharif corpus, and they can be
quite difficult to understand. In many cases the correct reading of a number
in the sale booklet could only be ascertained after we saw it written in three
slightly varying forms in the network documents. The same is true for names,

where the network documents often offered the decisive clue as to how to read
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a specific name. In addition, the documents allowed us to identify further
individuals as the scribes often used different parts of the name of a person
to identify him in the various documents, such as the first name (s, e.g.
Muhammad), the father’s name (zasab, e.g. Ibn Yasuf), the honorific (/agab,
e.g. Shihab al-Din) and the relational name (#4sba, e.g. al-Qalqashandi). While
this divergence in naming one and the same individual in different documents
is normally a problem for the purpose of identification, the inverse was true
in our case once we understood the documents’ interconnected logic. From
that point onwards, the divergence in naming patterns repeatedly helped us
to identify persons in other sources, especially al-“Ulaymi’s chronicle a/-Uns
al-jalil.

In order to match an individual bearing different names in the documents,
the sums this individual owed or paid, as well as the repetitive order of names,
were crucial pieces of evidence. For instance, Payor 6 in #812 is a certain
‘Shihab al-Din al-Mu’adhdhin’ (Plate II.1, left side, line 9), but no entry in the
sale booklet seemed to match this name. Yet this individual paid fifty-one-and-
a-half dirhams and there is only one person in the entire sale booklet who owed
exactly this sum at this position in the order of names, a certain “Wakil bayt
al-mal Shihab al-Din al-MisrT” (Buyer 68 on Plate 1.5, right side, line 4). As we
know from other sources that this Shihab al-Din also held religious functions,
itis feasible that the writer of #812 used ‘al-Mu’adhdhin’ (muezzin) o identify
him.

Matching names between documents and thus getting additional iden-
tity markers enabled us to identify the buyers in other sources in order to
gain a sense of their historical contexts. To give but three examples of how
we proceeded for this step of identifying individuals: the sale booklet has
‘al-Magqarr al-NasirT as Buyer 2. While the name hints at the political elite
there was no further evidence in the booklet to identify the buyer as such.
Yet #968 lists the same person as Debtor 2, but calls him ‘vice-regent’ (n47%b).
In combination, this information allowed us to identify the individual as the
prominent officer and vice-regent (24 %b al-saltana) Nasir al-Din Muhammad
b. Bahadar. The sale booklet also includes a certain ‘Shihab al-Din Muthbit’
(Buyer 78; Plate L.5, right side, line 33), who we were not able to identify from
this name alone. However, the additional documents linked to the sale of
Burhian al-Din’s estate have him as ‘Ibn al-Muthbit’ (#968: Debtor 51, #800:
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Payor 2 and #793: Debtor 21/Payor 12). As we know that the Jagab ‘Shihab
al-Din’ was generally combined with the name ‘Ahmad’ it is possible to iden-
tify him as the notary witness ‘Ahmad b. Muhammad Ibn al-Muthbit’, who
appears in Haram al-sharif document #741. The final example is Buyer 24
in the sale booklet, who is called only ‘the guardian’ (#/-wasi) - not a very
helpful title with which to identify him. Moreover, this title never occurs in
the other network documents. It was thus evident that he must have been
one of those names in these documents which we were unable to match with
those in the sale booklet. One of those unmatched names was a certain ‘(Ibn)
al-Bawwab’ (#812: Payor 43, #793: Debtor 42/Payor 21, #968: Debtor 81 and
#800: Payor 19). It was only possible to match this (Ibn) al-Bawwab with the
booklet’s guardian when we found in Haram al-sharif documents #106, #115
and #118 that a certain ‘Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Ahmad Ibn al-Bawwab’ was
described as ‘the guardian’ for Burhan al-Din’s son Mahmad Kamal.

The second reason why these documents are of relevance goes beyond
Burhan al-Din’s books, their buyers and these buyers’ identities. The lists
and accounts in the Haram al-sharif corpus have to a large extent remained
unstudied, not only because they are challenging to read but because they gen-
erally lack context. These are clearly working documents that were produced
for internal purposes to keep track of the movement of specific monies, and
they were clearly written with a rather brief life cycle in mind. For instance,
the beginning of #968, which says ‘al-Khatib: 361; al-N2’ib: 466; Bulat: 346;
al-ShafiT: 194; al-Hanafi: 87’ is in itself meaningless. By reading these accounts
and lists as a network and subsequently linking them to the Burhan al-Din
sub-corpus it was possible to understand their logic and their function within
the process of settling the estate. As these documents are among the first such
lists and accounts from the Haram al-sharif corpus to be set into a historical
framework, they might serve future scholarship as it turns to other lists and
accounts in this corpus (or elsewhere).

These network documents elude easy categorisation, and the rather
clumsy descriptors we chose for them reflect our own struggle to make sense
of their precise function. The documents do not fit any legal or administrative
category of documents described in the texts of that period or subsequent
categories devised by modern historians. Their elusiveness is a result of them

being part of a network; they can actually only be read as part of this specific
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network and not as stand-alone pieces. Paul Bertrand (from whom we bor-
rowed the term ‘documentary network’) has argued, for comparable cases in
the medieval European context, that such network documents ‘were at once
different and interconnected, each document functioning correctly with refer-
ence to others’.! In his case, the spread of such unclassifiable documents was
an expression of the spread of pragmatic literacy in the thirteenth century. In
our case the diachronic element is more difficult to argue, but there is no doubt
that the intricate system of documents created around such a mundane auc-
tion shows to what extent pragmatic literacy had penetrated the social fabric of
a town such as Jerusalem by the late eighth/fourteenth century.

As Table 8.1 shows, the four documents and the sale booklet served dif-
ferent functions as the trustee and his men were establishing, recalculating
and keeping track of three different sums: the amount each buyer had (still) to
pay; the amount of money already received from the buyers at a given point;
and the expenses incurred in the process of settling the estate. We thus have
separate lists for receivables, for payments and for expenses. To make things
more complicated we find different lists on one and the same document; #793
is the most complex one, as it carries two lists for payments, one receivables list
and one expenses list. Even if a document has only one function the documen-
tary practices can still be complex. For instance, #812 only lists payments, but
it consists of two separate lists, one written by al-AdhraT on 3.11.789/1387
on the recto of the sheet and the other written by his scribe Shams al-Din
Muhammad al-Sayrafi eleven days later on its verso. We see that some buyers
first made a partial payment to al-AdhraTand settled the remainder eleven days
later.?

These documents were used at different moments during the settling of
the estate and were written by different scribes. The documents in Table 8.1
are organised according to the chronology that we suggest for them, but it has
to be underlined that only two of them actually carry a date (#812 and #968).
Further documents may very well have existed, and we have given one example

of such a ‘ghost document’ where we are certain that it must have. This is the

! Bertrand, Documenting the Everyday, Ch. 6.
2 For instance, Fakhr al-Din Iyas (Payor 3), who owes 296.5 dithams. He pays 69.75 dirhams in the
first accounts and 226.75 dirhams in the second accounts.
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‘live’ transcript of the auction discussed in Chapter 4, that is, a draft document
that must have been written during the auction to keep track of who bought
which lot. The chronology suggested here is based on the documentary logic
evident from these accounts and lists. For instance, documents #793 and #800
are very similar and both are undated. Yet it is highly likely that #793 is the later
document as it pulls together various bits of information that we find in #8300
separately, such as the costs for the porters or the payments to Shirin.
Document #812 was the first document to keep track of the payments
that started to come in during the auction and in the following days. In paral-
lel with #812, or shortly after, al-AdhraT must have decided to let his scribe
Muhammad (Ibn) ‘Asha write a clean version of the ‘ghost’ live transcript, the
sale booklet. Here, (Ibn) ‘Asha took the information from the live transcript,
which must have been organised by the objects sold, and re-arranged it by
the buyers. This was evidently a much more useful way of organising a list
meant to keep track of receivables and payments. At the same time, al-Adhra‘T
also wanted a short version of this list, and one of his scribes produced #968,
which is a summary of the sale booklet. The scribe of #968 copied the names
of the buyers and the total sums they owed from the sale booklet in exactly
the same order, though the booklet’s sheets were separate rather than folded

Table 8.1 The documentary network for settling Burban al-Din’s estate

Document Function of doc.  Scribe Date No.of  Namesin
is to register ... names order of ...
ghost document  objects’ prices al-Adhra‘or before prob. 87  sold
(‘live transcript’) one of hismen  3.11.789 objects
#061/#180/#532  receivables & Muhammad before 87 social
(“sale booklet’) prices (Ibn) “‘Asha 14.11.789 status
#812 payments al-Adhra‘i 3.11.789 52 incoming
al-Sayrafi 14.11.789 payments
#968 receivables al-Adhra‘ or 14.11.789 86 = sale
one of his men booklet
#800 (“1st payments & al-Sayrafi shortly after 40 ~ #812
account’) expenses 14.11.789
#793 (‘2nd payments, al-Sayrafi shortly after  76(52  =sale
account’) receivables & 14.11.789 payors)  booklet &

expenses #812
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into booklet (daftar) form. The sale booklet was clearly more authoritative
than #968 and was continuously updated. For instance, the amounts due from
three buyers were altered in the booklet and this was done by wiping away the
old sums (though they remained legible) and writing the new sums in their
place.’ Yet we see that document #968 retained the old sums in all three cases.

The five documents settling Burhan al-Din’s estate form such a dense net-
work that information is often duplicated in a variety of ways. For instance,
#812 and #793 both list buyers’ payments and in each document we find
fifty-two buyers settling their obligations in full or in part. Apart from three
cases the names are exactly identical in both lists, and so are, in most cases, the
amounts they paid.* Yet we can see why al-AdhraT and his scribes had two
lists with the same information, as #793 also has a debtors’ list to simplify the
process of keeping track of receivables.

The underlying logic to this method of keeping track of receivables brings
us to a fascinating feature that has hardly been studied so far in late medi-
eval Arabic lists, namely strikethroughs. As briefly mentioned previously, we
observe in the sale booklet that numerous names have vertical strikethroughs,
and/or the term ‘gubida’ (‘received’) was vertically written across the name
(see Plate 1.16). We observe this phenomenon with forty-one buyers, though
with some variation, as we find some names with the term ‘gubida’ and strike-
through (seventeen) and in other cases only the term ‘gubida’ (eight) or only
the strikethrough (sixteen). The logic of these features only became clear to
us when we worked with the other accounts and lists, that is, once we had
reconstituted the documentary network. It transpired that the strikethroughs
and the term were added when the scribe al-Sayrafi was writing account #793.
To write #793, al-Sayrafi took the list of payments #812 and copied the names
in exactly the same order (the names on page #793a, left, follow the same order
as those on #812b, left, and those on #793b, left, follow the same order as those

? (1) Badr al-Din Husayn al-Maliki (Buyer 75 in the sale booklet) is registered as owing 150.5 dir-
hams, but this sum was originally 160.5 dirhams, which we also find in #968 (Debtor 48). The
alteration from ‘60’ to ’50” is clearly visible. (2) Ahmad al-Qaramani (Buyer 77) is registered as
owing 16.5 dirhams, but this sum was originally 36.5 dirhams, which we also find in #968 (Debtor
50). The alteration from 30 to *10” is again clearly visible. (3) Shams al-Din al-Karaki (Buyer 28)
is registered as owing 50 dirhams, but this sum was originally 150 dirhams, which we also find in
#968 (Debtor 65). The alteration to the ‘100’ is once again clearly visible.

* Buyers 47, 51 and 75 are in #812, but not in #793. Buyers 34 and 73 are in #793, but not in #812.



Plate Section Il

The Documentary Network
around the Sale Booklet



IL1 List of payments after the auction of Burhin al-Din’s estate, sheet 1a
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #812a, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh



IL.2 List of payments after the auction of Burhan al-Din’s estate, sheet 1b
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #812b, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh



I1.3 List of receivables after the auction of Burhian al-Din’s estate
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #968, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh



I1.4 First accounts with payments and expenses after the auction of Burhin al-Din’s estate,
sheet 1a
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #800a, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh



IL5 First accounts with payments and expenses after the auction of Burhin al-Din’s estate,
sheet 1b
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #800b, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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II.6 Second accounts with receivables, expenses and payments, sheet 1a
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #793a, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #793b, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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on #812a, left). That al-Sayrafi relied on #812 is not too surprising as he had
written half of it himself in the previous days. The next step for producing the
new account #793 was that he wrote a list of those buyers who had not yet fully
settled their obligation. For this list, he took the sale booklet and checked whose
names did not appear among those who had paid in #812. For this debtors’ list
he clearly leafed through the sheets of the sale booklet, as the order of names
follows exactly that of the booklet’s sheets (Debtor 1 in #793 is Buyer 1 in the
sale booklet, Debtor 2 is Buyer 2 and so on). As with #968, we observe here too
that al-Sayrafi did not follow the ‘page logic’ of the booklet where the sheets
were nestled together. Rather, he took the sheets of the booklet separately and
first took sheet #061 and copied the names of those still owing monies (Debtors
1 to 11), then took sheet #532 and again copied the relevant names (Debtors 12
to 26), and finally did the same for sheet #180 (Debtors 27 to 44).

The main incentive for al-AdhraT and his men in producing this docu-
mentary network in the days after the auction of Burhin al-Din’s estate was to
make sure that no buyer evaded payment. However, producing ever newer lists
and accounts was not sufficient for this purpose. Rather, they had to engage
with the documents in their hands, in particular the sale booklet, and here we
come to the strikethroughs. While writing #793 al-Sayrafi not only copied the
order of names from the sale booklet, but he also used it in a more active way.
While making his way through the booklet he crossed out the names of those
who had settled their obligations in full. In this way he could be sure from
whom he and his colleagues still had to collect the outstanding monies. While
crossing out the names in the sale booklet he did the same in list #812, more
precisely only in the second part that he had written himself.

After this point al-Adhra‘T and his men no longer used the sale booklet to
keep track of the incoming payments (if all names had been crossed out in the
sale booklet we would not have been able to see the work in progress and thus
to identify its function during the writing of document #793). Rather, we see
that the debtors’ list in #793 became the list they henceforth worked from to
collect monies. In this new debtors’ list numerous names carry a strikethrough
that must have been added in the following days (sixteen out of forty-four)
when more and more debtors settled their obligations in full.

The documents on settling Burhan al-Din’s estate were not only con-

nected to each other in intricate ways; they were also part of a much wider
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documentary network of which we only see glimpses. For example, the list of
expenses in accounts #800 registers three substantial payments to individuals
otherwise unknown (800 dirhams to Ibn Shuja‘ (?), 300 dirhams to al-Shaykh
Ahmad and 200 dirhams to Ibn Sasar). None of these individuals, or the pay-
ments, are linked to any person or transaction in the other lists. They were
most likely creditors who successfully claimed repayment of outstanding debts
from Burhin al-Din’s estate. To claim these debts, they must have produced

promissory notes that have since disappeared from our historical record.’
Edition of the Documentary Network

In the lists below, the names appearing in the documents are matched with the
buyers in the sale booklet. We also provide the sum given in the sale booklet
if it differs from the sum mentioned in the respective document. We do not
provide cross-references among the individuals named in the documents as
this information can be found in the respective entry of the individual in the
sale booklet in Chapter 7.

I Document #812 — List of Payments (Plates II.1 and I1.2)

This document was written by the judge’s trustee al-AdhraT and his scribe
al-Sayrafi. It is a list of fifty-two payors who settled their obligations either in
part or in full. This list is divided into two sections, with al-Adhraf first regis-
tering twenty-three payors (dated 3.11.789/1387) and al-Sayrafi subsequently
registering twenty-nine payors (dated 14.11.789/1387).

In this document al-AdhraT and al-Sayrafi registered the names of the
payors without considering the order of names in the sale booklet. That
the order of names is entirely different means that #812 most likely reflects
the order of the actual payments coming in. This list remained subsequently
in use and served as point of reference for at least two further documents,
#793 and #800. The order of names in #793 is identical to the order in #812
and the order of names in #800 is very similar to it. That #793 and #800 were

written after #812 is evident from the fact that these two documents have

> Such promissory notes often took the form of an acknowledgement deed (igrar; ct. Miiller,
Kadi und seine Zeugen, 472—6). In the context of settling estates, we find in estate inventories the
term mastir when the witnesses registered the presence of promissory notes (for instance #146

(795/1393), Muhammad b. Husayn al-Qarf, 1. 7).
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several buyers who settled their obligations in full while these buyers had not
yet done so in #812. That #812 is an early document in the process of settling
Burhian al-Din’s estate is also obvious from the fact that it has, like the sale
booklet, a detailed heading, which gives a full rendering of his name, ‘Burhan
al-Din al-NasirT’, and the invocation ‘may God have mercy upon him’. In the
subsequent documents, by contrast, the invocation disappears and the name is
shortened to ‘al-Nasiri’. At this later point, the scribes clearly knew that these
documents would go into the file of Burhan al-Din, which already contained
several network documents.

The document’s two sections each have the heading ‘... [the document’s
writer] Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allih al-Adhra from what was sold of the estate
of the late Burhan al-Din al-Nasiri (may God have mercy upon him) on the 3rd
Dha al-Qa‘da of the year [78]9” and “What Shams al-Din al-Sayrafi received on
the 14th Dhua al-Qa‘da 789’.

Identification of Payors (al-Adbra©’s list)

Payor 1 Nasir al-Din al-Ghazawi: 157 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 57

Payor 2 Ghars al-Din Khalil Ibn ‘Askar: 381 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 13
(510.5 dirhams)®

Payor 3 Fakhr al-Din Iyas al-“Ajami: 69.75 + 226.75 = 296.5 dirhams; in sale
booklet buyer 41. This payor settles his obligations in two instalments.
The second payment is registered in the second list on this accounts’ verso
(see Payor 3b below).

Payor 4 al-Shaykh “Al2’ al-Din Ibn al-Hawari: 171.5 dirhams; in sale booklet
Buyer 59

Payor S Shams al-Din Ibn al-Khalili: 252 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 12

Payor 6 Shihab al-Din al-Mu’adhdhin: 51.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 68”

¢ This identification is tentative, as the Jagab in the accounts seems to read “Izz al-Din’. However, we
argue here that it should read ‘Ghars al-Din’ just as in the sale booklet. This Ghars al-Din Khalil b.
Makki is the only possible match among the five buyers who spent more than 381 dirhams in the
sale booklet. In addition, we find in #793, which follows the order of the names of #812, in exactly
this position the payment of exactly the amount owed by ‘Khalil b. Makki” according to the sale
booklet.

7 He is named in the sale booklet quite differently as “Wakil bayt al-mal Shihab al-Din al-MigtT.
However, the match is feasible, as he also held religious functions (Miiller, Kadi und seine
Zeugen, 404/5) which might explain ‘al-Mu’adhdhin’, and as the sum of 51.5 dirhams is identical
in both cases.
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Payor 7 Husayn al-Halabi: 11.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 40
Payor 8 Shuqayr: 3.375 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 84
Payor 9 Badr al-Din Ibn Makki: 140 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 14
(180.25 dirhams)
Payor 10 Shams al-Din al-Shaykh: 27.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 7
(55.25 dirhams)
Payor 11 ‘Umar b. Ghanim: 64 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 61
Payor 12 Taqi al-Din al-Hawrani: 39 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 63
Payor 13 al-Kutubi: 4.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 29 (6.75 dirhams)
Payor 14 Ibrahim al-Hawrani: 10 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 35
Payor 15 ‘Abd al-‘Azim: 4 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 83
Payor 16 Burhan al-Din al-Shaykh: 33.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 8
(52 dirhams)
Payor 17 al-Rabbawi: 4 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 36 (5.75 dirhams)
subtotal: 1,454 dirhams®
Payor 18 Bulat: 340 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 3 (346 dirhams)
Payor 19 Ibn ‘Asha: 15 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 70 (102.375 dirhams)
Payor 20 Ibn Shihab: 458.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 2° (466 dirhams)
Payor 21 al-Qalyabi: 183.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 54 (355.75 dirhams)
subtotal: 2,451 dirhams
Payor 22 Burhin al-Din b. Qasim: 265 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 10
(566 dirhams)™®
Payor 23 Isma‘il: 2.5;' in sale booklet Buyer 47 (446.5 dirhams)*
subtotal: 2,718.5 dirhams

Identification of Payors (al-Sayraft’s list)

Payor 24 Shihab al-Din al-Muhandis: 1,295 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 11
Payor 25 Burhan al-Din al-‘Ajami: 179.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 56

 Our readings of the amounts paid by Payor 1 to Payor 17 give the slightly higher sum of
1,460 dirhams.

? This match exclusively relies on the sums involved.

10 The list adds ‘yad katibibs’, which might mean that the document’s scribe, here al-Adhra‘, paid
this sum.

"' On account of damage to the document, the exact sum is not known.

2 The only buyer with the name Ismal in the sale booklet is Buyer 47.
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Payor 26 al-Sharif al-Maghribi: 14.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 66
(41.5 dirhams)

Payor 27 Shams al-Din al-Qutb: 138 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 19
(142 dirhams)*?

Payor 28 [Ibn Abi Muhammad: 66.75 dirhams]; in sale booklet Buyer 18

see Payor 3 above: Payor 3b Fakhr al-Din Iyas: 226.75 dirhams; in sale booklet
Buyer 41

Payor 29 Qasim al-‘Ajami: 15 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 52

Payor 30 al-Shaykh Muhammad b. Sad: 30.25 dirhams; in sale booklet
Buyer 55

Payor 31 al-Hadithi: 54 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 60 (67.25 dirhams)

Payor 32 Mugbil: 67 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 64 (68 dirhams)

Payor 33 Shams al-Din al-Azhari: 124 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 50
(167.5 dirhams)

Payor 34 Shihib al-Din (Ibn al-)Muthbit: 50.5 dirhams; in sale booklet
Buyer 78

Payor 35 al-Harjawi: 20 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 72

Payor 36 al-Shaykh “Alz” al-Din Ibn al-Naqib: 65.75 dirhams; in sale booklet
Buyer 6

Payor 37 al-Sallati: 17.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 16 (19.5 dirhams)

Payor 38 “Ali Ibn al-Hamawi: 20.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 48

Payor 39 al-Firyabi ‘Abd Allah: 92.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 53

Payor 40 Junayd: 44 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 43

Payor 41 Shams al-Din al-Muqri: 45 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 62

Payor 42 Shihab al-Din Ibn Sara’t: 69.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 42

Payor 43 Ibn al-Bawwaib: 42.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 24
(117.16 dirhams)

Payor 44 Yasuf al-Jiti: 36 dithams; in sale booklet Buyer 37

Payor 45 ‘Umar al-Zajjaj: 15 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 17

B “Wuzina’.

4 The payor and the sum are not identifiable, owing to damage to the document. The name and sum
proposed here exclusively rely on the position of the name. #793 has the same order of names as
#812 and we find Ibn Abi Muhammad in #793 at exactly the position at which we have the damage
in this document.
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Payor 46 Ahmad al-Qaramani: 16 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 77
(16.5 dirhams)

Payor 47 al-Zar1: 6.5 + 78.5 = 85 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 76

Payor 48 Sharaf al-Din al-“Ajlani: 75.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 67
(76.25 dirhams)

Payor 49 Zayn al-Din Mahmad Ibn al-Sara’t: 242 dirhams; in sale booklet
Buyer 58

Payor 50 Ibn Raslan: 70 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 25

Payor 51 al-Akh Shihab al-Din: 75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 45
(101 dirhams)

Payor 52 Husayn al-Maliki: 150 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 75
(150.5 dirhams)
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Edition of Document #812 (Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Musenm,)
Symbols used:

|| interlinear text

[] editors’ insertion of letters or words
[?] tentative reading
[...] non-legible or missing word(s)
* = vertical strikethrough of name
She1/812
‘;CJ..SY‘ Al ue paesa[fadlS ] 1
s (5 palil) Cpall oy sa el 4S5 e pl laa 2
o)l 53nill (53 e G [ b i3] ydien il 3
[Alersn s Olad] 5 a5l 4
See i gl de e ]l Gl salie S
381 157 6
GO G ol e Flll e el Gl Gl A8 Ge 7
171% 69% 8
Ol ol led ge AN il Gl e 9
51Y% 252 10
Se r ) Dy R (e Gl e e 11
140 3%Y% 11% 12
@\J}Q\Qﬁﬂ\@fz Ale (e @:J\Qgﬂ\wu 13
39 64 27% 14
Gl Gl gy amhallae (Sl an) ) 815
33% 4 10 4% 16
Lie o) Lk p S, sl 17
15 340 1454 4 18
L. (sl Glediol 19
2451 516 «69 1834 1764 458% 20

> These two numbers refer most likely to two partial payments that this buyer made before he paid
the full sum of 183.5 dirhams.
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II Document #968 — List of Receivables (Plate I1.3)

This document — we do not know its scribe’s name — was used by al-AdhraTand
his men as a very concise summary of the sale booklet containing only the buyers’
names and the total sums they owed. This summary list lists eighty-five of the
eighty-seven names in the sale booklet. We assume that these two names were left
out by mistake.' The list has also a ‘mystery buyer’, a certain al-Sharif al-Dallal
(Debtor 41), who also appears in accounts #793 (Debtor 22). This debtor is not
mentioned in the sale booklet and must have been added later to the list of debt-
ors, either because the scribe forgot to list him in the sale booklet or because this
al-Sharif al-Dallal bought items after the sale booklet had been written.

In this document the scribe followed the order of names in the sale book-
let, and we see that he first took sheet #061 and copied all its names, then took
sheet #532 and again copied all the names and finally did the same for sheet
#180 (see the footnotes under ‘Identification of Debtors’ below). The close
relationship between the sale booklet and this list is also evident from the fact
that in seventy-seven cases the sums match exactly. In three cases the sums did
originally match, but were subsequently altered in the sale booklet."” In three
other cases the difference is merely half a dirham."®

The document’s heading reads ‘All that was sold of the estate of the late
al-Nasiri, 15 Dha al-Qa‘da 789’. In our view this list was written shortly after
the sale booklet, but before documents #800 and #793. This assumption
is very much based on the three ‘outdated’ sums that we find in this docu-
ment. They match sums in the sale booklet, but in the sale booklet they were
subsequently altered, something which did not happen here. Al-Adhra‘T and
his men must have altered the sums in the sale booklet while collecting the
outstanding monies. During this time, they were also producing the accounts
#800 and #793. The present document #968 did thus not have the function
of the sale booklet, which was used for keeping track of monies received and

outstanding monies.

!¢ Badr al-Din Ibn Qasim (Buyer 69 in sale booklet) and Ibrahim al-Harjawi (Buyer 72).
7 Debtors 48, 50 and 65.
18 Debtors 38, 40 and 61.
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Identification of Debtors

Debtor 1 al-Khatib: 361 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 1

Debtor 2 al-N2’ib: 466 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 2

Debtor 3 Bulat: 346 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 3

Debtor 4 al-ShafiT: 194 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 4

Debtor 5 al-Hanafi: 87 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 5

Debtor 6 “Ala’ al-Din Ibn al-Nagqib: 65.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 6

Debtor 7 Shams al-Din: 55.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 7

Debtor 8 Burhan al-Din: 52 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 8

Debtor 9 Shams al-Din al-Dayri: 94.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 9

Debtor 10 Burhan al-Din Qasim: 576 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 10
(566 dirhams)

Debtor 11 Shihib al-Din al-Muhandis: 1,295 dirhams; in sale booklet
Buyer 11

Debtor 12 Shams al-Din al-Khalili: 252 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 12

Debtor 13 Khalil b. Makki: 510.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 13

Debtor 14 Badr al-Din Ibn Makki: 180.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 14"

Debtor 15 Fakhr al-Din Tyis: 296.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 41

Debtor 16 Shihab al-Din al-Sara’i: 69.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 42

Debtor 17 Junayd: 44 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 43

Debtor 18 ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Naqib: 70 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 44

Debtor 19 his brother Shihab al-Din: 110 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 45
(101 dirhams)

Debtor 20 Yasuf b. Dha al-Nan: 100 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 46

Debtor 21 al-Shaykh Isma‘il: 441.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 47

Debtor 22 “Ali al-Hamawi: 20.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 48

Debtor 23 ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Qibabi: 87.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 49

Debtor 24 al-Azhari: 167.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer S0

Debtor 25 al-Sharif al-Maghribi: 23.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 51

Debtor 26 Qasim al-‘Ajami: 15 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 52

Debtor 27 ‘Abd Allah al-Firyabi: 92.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 53

' This is the last name taken from sheet #061 of the sale booklet. The following names are taken from
sheet #532.
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Debrtor 28 al-Qalyabi: 355.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 54

Debtor 29 Muhammad b. Sa‘id: 30.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 55

Debtor 30 Burhin al-Din al-‘Ajami: 179.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 56

Debtor 31 Nasir al-Din al-Ghazawi: 157 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 57

Debtor 32 Mahmad al-Sara’1: 242 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 58

Debtor 33 al-Hawari: 171.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 59

Debtor 34 Khalil al-Hadithi: 67.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 60

Debtor 35 ‘Umar al-Ghanimi: 64 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 61

Debtor 36 Ibn al-Mugqri’: 45 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 62

Debtor 37 Taqi al-Din al-Hawrani: 39 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 63

Debtor 38 Mugbil: 67 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 64 (67.5 dirhams)

Debtor 39 ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Ghazzi: 9.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 65

Debtor 40 ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Qarawi: 41 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 66
(41.5 dirhams)

Debtor 41 al-Sharif Dallal: n/a; not in sale booklet, in #793 Debtor 22
(27.25 dirhams)

Debtor 42 Sharaf al-Din al-“Ajlani: 76.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 67

Debtor 43 Wakil bayt al-mal: 51.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 68*°

Debtor 44 Ibn “‘Asha: 102.375 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 70

Debtor 45 Jamal al-Din al-Dayri: 63 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 71*

Debtor 46 Taghri W-r-m-sh: 20.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 73

Debtor 47 Shams al-Din al-Ramli: 39.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 74

Debtor 48 Badr al-Din al-Maliki: 160.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 75
(150.5 dirhams)*

Debtor 49 Hamdan al-ZarT: 85 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 76

Debtor 50 Ahmad al-Qaramani: 36.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 77
(16.5 dirhams)®

20 The scribe forgot to note down the following entry, which should have been Badr al-Din Ibn
Qisim (Buyer 69 in sale booklet).

2! The scribe forgot to note down the following entry, which should have been Ibrihim al-Harjawi
(Buyer 72 in sale booklet).

22 The original sum in the sale booklet was also 160.5 dirhams, but the sum was subsequently altered
to 150.5.

» The original sum in the sale booklet was also 36.5 dirhams, but the sum was subsequently altered
to 16.5.
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Debtor 51 Ibn al-Muthbit: 50.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 78

Debtor 52 Muhammad al-Andalusi: 36.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 15

Debtor 53 Burhan al-Din al-Sallati: 19.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 16

Debtor 54 ‘Umar al-Zajjaj: 15 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 17

Debtor 55 Ibn Aba Mahmad: 66.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 18

Debtor 56 Shams al-Din Ibn al-Qutb: 138 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 19%°

Debtor 57 al-Yatim Kamal: 56.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 20

Debtor 58 Shams al-Din al-Khatib: 12.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 21

Debtor 59 ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Zayn: 14.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 22

Debtor 60 Shihab al-Din b. Shidha: 10.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 23

Debtor 61 al-Wasi: 117 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 24 (117.16 dirhams)

Debtor 62 Ibn Raslan: 70 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 25

Debtor 63 Yasuf Ibn al-Naqib: 16 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 26

Debtor 64 al-Muwaqqji‘: 48 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 27

Debtor 65 Shams al-Din al-Karaki: 150 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 28
(50 dirhams)*

Debtor 66 al-Kutubi: 6.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 29

Debtor 67 Shams al-Din al-Tanisi: 3.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 30

Debtor 68 al-Nasir al-Dallal: 24.3 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 31

Debtor 69 Ibn Sahlal: 28 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 32

Debtor 70 al-*Arrabi: 12 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 33

Debtor 71 Ibn al-Duwayk: 30 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 34

Debtor 72 Ibrahim al-Hawrani: 10 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 35

Debtor 73 al-Rabbawi: 5.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 36

Debtor 74 Yasuf al-Jiti: 36 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 37

Debtor 75 ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Iskandini: 10 dirhams; in sale booklet
Buyer 38

Debtor 76 al-Sakakini: 8.875 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 39

Debtor 77 Husayn al-Halabi: 11.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 40

Debtor 78 Muhammad al-Iskandini: 10.25 dirhams; in sale booklet
Buyer 79

* This is the last name taken from sheet #532 of the sale booklet. The following names are taken from
sheet #180.

#5138 dirhams is his obligation in weighted dirhams (see Chapter 7).

*¢ The original sum in the sale booklet was also 150 dirhams, but the sum was subsequently altered to 50.
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Debtor 79 Abt Yazid: 3 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 80
Debtor 80 Ahmad al-Saqqa: 6.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 81
Debtor 81 al-Bawwab: 2.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 82
Debtor 82 ‘Abd al-‘Azim: 4 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 83
Debtor 83 Muhammad Shuqayr: 3.375 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 84
Debtor 84 Yasuf al-Darir: 3 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 85
Debtor 85 Ibn Sharwin: 0.25 dirham; in sale booklet Buyer 86
Debtor 86 Ibn Yanus: 12.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 87
total: 9,242 dirhams?”

7 Our readings of the amounts owed by the debtors give a sum of 9,216.75 dirhams.
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III Document #800 — First Accounts with Payments and Expenses
(Plates IL.4 and IL.5)

This document was written by al-Sayrafi and has two components: (1) list of
forty payors, that is, those buyers who settled their obligations in part or in
full; and (2) expenses incurred during settling the estate.

When writing this list, al-Sayrafi clearly had document #812 in
front of him as the order of names is very similar (though not completely
identical). The position of each payor in #812 is indicated below in brack-
ets. The document’s two sections have the headings ‘Monies received by
Muhammad al-Sayrafi from the [outstanding] dirhams [from the sale of the
estate] of al-Nasiri’ and ‘Expenditure by the [document’s] scribe from [the
revenues of the sale of | al-Nasiri’s estate’. We assume that al-Sayrafi wrote this
document before #793 as #793 pulls together various bits of information that
we find in #800 separately, such as the costs for the porters or the payments
to Shirin.

Identification of Payors

Payor 1 al-Azhari: 167 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 50 (167.5 dirhams) [in
#812 no. 33]

Payor 2 Ibn al-Muthbit: 50.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 78 [in #812 no. 34]

Payor 3 al-Hadithi: 58 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 60 (67.25 dirhams) [in
#812 no. 31]

Payor 4 Ibrahim Ibn Mahmad: 66.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 18
[in #812 no. 28]

Payor 5 Ibn al-Muhandis: 1,295 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 11 [in #812
no. 24]

Payor 6 Ibrahim al-‘Ajami: 179.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 56 (179.75
dirhams) [in #812 no. 25]

Payor 7 Zayn al-Din al-Qarawi: 14.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 66 [in #812
no. 26]

Payor 8 Ibn al-Qutb: 138 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 19 (142 dirhams) [in
#812 no. 27]

Payor 9 “Ala” al-Din al-Nagqib: 65.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 6 [in #812
no. 36]
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Payor 10 Mugbil: 67 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 64 (68 dirhams) [in #812
no. 32]

Payor 11 al-Harjawi: 20 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 72 [in #812 no. 35]

Payor 12 al-Sallati:** 17 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 16 (19.5 dirhams)
[in #812 no. 37]

Payor 13 Muhammad: 3.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 84 (3.375 dirhams)
[in #812 no. 8]

Payor 14 Ibn al-Hamawi: 20 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 48 (20.25 dirhams)
[in #812 no. 38]

Payor 15 al-Firyabi: 91.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 53 (92.5 dirhams)
[in #812 no. 39]

Payor 16 Junayd: 44 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 43 [in #812 no. 40]

Payor 17 Shams al-Din al-Mugqri’: 45 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 62 [in #812
no. 41]

Payor 18 Shihib al-Din al-Sar2i: 69.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 42
[in #812 no. 42]

Payor 19 al-Bawwab: 48.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 24 [in #812
no. 43|

Payor 20 Qasim: 15 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 51 [notin in #812]

Payor 21 Yasuf al-Jiti: 36 dirthams; in sale booklet Buyer 37 [in #812 no. 44]

Payor 22 Ibn Said: 30.25 dirhams;** in sale booklet Buyer 55 [in #812
no. 30]

Payor 23 ‘Umar: 15 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 17 [in #812 no. 45]

Payor 24 Fakhr al-Din Iyas: 226.75; in sale booklet Buyer 41 (296.5 dirhams)
[in #812 no. 3]

Payor 25 Hamd al-Zari: 85 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 76 [in #812
no. 47]

Payor 26 Ahmad al-Qaramani: 16 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 77
(16.5 dirhams)[in #812 no. 46]

Payor 27 al-‘Ajlani: 74 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 67 (76.25 dirhams)
[in #812 no. 48]

31 Here written as ‘al-Sallat?’.
32 The ‘.25’ is not visible in the document. However, we find material damage at this position and the
sum total for this buyer in #968 and the sale booklet is 30.25 dirhams.
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Payor 28 Ibn Raslan: 70 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 25 [in #812 no. 50]

Payor 29 Husayn al-Maliki: 147 dirhams;* in sale booklet Buyer 75
(150.5 dirhams) [in #812 no. 52]

Payor 30 Mahmud al-Sar2’t: 242 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 58 [in #812
no. 49]

Payor 31 Shihab al-Din al-Naqib: 75 + 12.5 = 87.5 dirhams;* in sale booklet
Buyer 45 (101 dirhams) [in #812 no. 51]

Payor 32 Ahmad b. Shidha: 10.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 23 [not
in #812]

Payor 33 al-Shaykh Ali al-Qalyabi: 160 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 54
(355.75 dirhams) [in #812 no. 21]

Payor 34 Ibn R-y-s: 13.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 87 (12.5 dirhams) [not
in #812]

Payor 35 ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Naqib: 70 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 44 [not
in #812]

Payor 36 Shams al-Din al-Khatib: 12 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 21
(12.25 dirhams) [not in #812]

Payor 37 al-Ghazzi: 9.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 65 [not in #812]

Payor 38 Ibn al-Qibabi: 87.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 49 [notin #812]

Payor 39 Shams al-Din al-Dayri: 94 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 9
(94.75 dirhams) [not in #812]

Payor 40 al-Nasiri: 12 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 31 (24.3 dirhams) [not
in #812]

sum total: 3,955 (0.5 + 0.25 + 0.5)*

Expenses

2,000 ...

al-Shaykh Ahmad 300 dirhams
maintenance payment for [Mahmuad] Kamal 40 dirhams
witnesses ... 34 dirhams
Ibn Shuja“ (?) 800 dirhams

33 Tentative reading.
3* Payment in two instalments.
% Our readings of the amounts paid by the buyers give a sum of 3,966 dirhams.
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Ibn Sasar 200 dirhams
clothing (kZswa)* 17 dirhams
retinue of the trustee’” 15 dirhams
porters 4 dirhams
and also the second day S dirhams®
porters of books 0.5 dirhams®
candles 2 dirhams*
washing of corpse and shroud 48 dirhams*
wife [Shirin] 50 dirhams
and also 32 dirhams*
arranging the books 15.5 dirhams
brokerage 40 dirhams
witnesses 150 dirhams
cemetery 100 dirhams

deferred marriage gift (sadag) and kiswa [Shirin] 570 dirhams

subtotal: 1,015 dirhams
remainder: 8,669.5 dirhams*

Price of ... 1,084 dirhams

and also price of ... 4345 dirhams
441.625 dirhams

naqd (tees for money-changer?) 347 dirhams

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

total: 2,227.125 dirhams

Most likely for Mahmid Kamal.

The document has only ‘rajjala’, but we see in other documents from the Haram al-sharif corpus
(such as #1754, left, 1. 28 and #1754, right, 1. 27) the term ‘rajjalat al-hukm’, which we interpret as
those working for the judge’s trustee.

See the expenses in #793, where we find that the two payments for the porters added up to nine
dirhams.

Cft. #793, where we find the same sum for ‘porters of chests’.

Cf. #793, where we find the same sum.

Cf. #793, where we find the same sum.

Cf. #793, where we find that the two payments for the wife added up to 82 dirhams.

How the remainder has been calculated remains unclear to us.
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Edition of Document #800 (Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic

Museum)

3 gana (il astl )
66%

adasl) o)

138

sl

17

RIEEN

44
ol
48

15

‘;j\)..d\ 2 gana
242

sl e ot
160

12
[ "]

3955 (V4 <% «15)

&5 Al cp 3N
14%
Goa sl
20

& Al
91Y%

oz ()l
30
kel sl

16

Sl s

147

8an ) (2 2ea]

10%

cudad) cpall el
12

94

O /17800

bl a8l )3 (e (A juall ey g gia ]
il spY 3

50% 167 4

eandl asal ) owigall Gl 5
179% 1295 6

Jie il gl ede 7

67 65% 8

Sl ol Mas 9

20 3% 10

ol cpall Qe ool cpall el 11
69Y% 45 12

PRIEN{ U NPT B 13
36 15 14

SN 2 ol pall LA 15

85 226% 16

Oy Gl Sl 17

70 74 18

Lads il cpall Giled 19

12% 75 20

il el e w21
70 13% 22

Dl /1/800

sl ol g1

87 9% 2

3

4



THE DOCUMENTARY NETWORK | 313

A iy pan 5

Jues a5 saal gl L] 6
40 300 6

PN raapl [felad/elad] o [] st 7

17 200 800 34 8

s, 9

15 10

D //800

el AS 5 e adilS 2y e Chg s ]

% i€ Jaa o5 S Laad odes 2

2 Caal 5 4 3

S i 5 Lad 5 dassl o 4
15% 32 50 48 S

3 oS g Blaa ol RPYINg aYa 6
570 100 150 40 7

. 8
1015 9

Sl 10

el g L] o 8669% 11
B Y) 1084 12
2l oy L [...] 13
434Y4 441%Y% 14
e a8 1S
$2227% 347 16

490 bl lama
2307.125 @l spall 4



314 | OWNING BOOKS AND PRESERVING DOCUMENTS

IV Document #793 — Second Accounts with Receivables, Expenses
and Payments (Plates I1.6 and I1.7)

This document was written by al-Sayrafi and has four components: (1) list
of forty-two debtors,* that is, a list of the receivables; (2) expenses incurred
during settling the estate; (3) and (4) two lists with a total of fifty-two payors,
that is, those buyers who settled their obligations in part or in full. In total,
this document mentions seventy-six names (there are ninety-four individuals
in the two lists, but several names appear in both lists). We were able to match
seventy-five names appearing in this document, except for the ‘mystery buyer’
al-Sharif al-Dallal (Debtor 22) whom we also find in list #968 (Debtor 41).

In this document al-Sayrafi proceeded with two different systems, as is
evident from the order of names. For the payors, the scribe took list #812
and copied the names in the exact order. The position of each payor in #812
is indicated in brackets further down. For the debtors, by contrast, he went
through the sale booklet and took first sheet #061, then sheet #532 and finally
sheet #180 to record those who still owed monies (see the footnotes below in
‘Identification of Debtors’).

The document’s four sections have the headings ‘Outstanding obligations
of those mentioned in ... of al-NaisirT’s estate’ [Debtors’ list], ‘Monies received
by Muhammad al-Sayrafi from [the sale of] al-NasirT’s estate’ [Payors’ list 1],
‘Expenses’ and ‘Monies received by [the document’s] scribe from [the sale of]
al-NasirT’s estate’ [Payors’ list 2].

Identification of Debtors

Debtor 1 al-Shaykh Najm al-Din: 361 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 1

Debtor 2 al-Magqarr al-Nasir: 466 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 2 (see Payor
48 below)

Debtor 3 al-Magqarr Bulat: 346 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 3 (see Payor
49 below)

Debtor 4 al-Hakim: 244 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 4 (194 dirhams)

% The list has 44 entries, but Debtor 21 was listed by mistake (there is no sum, and we indeed see
further down that this buyer paid his obligations in full as Payor 12). The following entry (Debtor
22 al-Sharif al-Dallal: 27.25 dirham) is the ‘mystery buyer’ whom we cannot match with any name
in the sale booklet.
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Debtor 5 al-Hanafi: 87 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 5

Debtor 6 al-Shaykh Shams al-Din: 28 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 7
(55.25 dirhams), see Payor 40 below

Debtor 7 Burhan al-Din: 56 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 8 (52 dirhams), see
Payor 47 below

Debtor 8 Shams al-Din al-Dayri: 94.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 9

Debtor 9 Burhan al-Din: 576 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 10 (566 dirhams),
see Payor 52 below

Debtor 10 Khalil b. Makki: 127.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 13 (510.5
dirhams), see Payor 32 below

Debtor 11 Badr al-Din Makki: 40.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 14 (180.25
dirhams), see Payor 39 below*”

Debtor 12 ‘Abd al-Rahmin al-Nagqib: 70 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 44
(78 dirhams)

Debtor 13 akhithu Shihab al-Din: 12.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 45 (101
dirhams), see Payor 29 below

Debtor 14 Yasuf b. Dhi al-Nan: 100 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 46

Debtor 15 al-Qibabi: 87.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 49 (87.5 dirhams)

Debtor 16 al-Zayn al-Maghribi: 23.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 51
(23.5 dirhams)

Debtor 17 al-Qalyabi: 367 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 54 (355.75 dirhams),
see Payor 30 below

Debtor 18 al-Hawari: 10 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 59 (171.5 dirhams),
see Payor 34 below

Debtor 19 al-Hadithi: 8.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 60 (67.25 dirhams),
see Payor 9 below

Debtor 20 ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Maghribi: 9.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 66
(41.5 dirhams), see Payor 3 below

Debtor 21 Ibn al-Muthbit: n.a.; in sale booklet Buyer 78** (see Payor 12 below)

# This is the last name taken from sheet #061 of the sale booklet. The following names are taken from
sheet #532.

*# No sum is given for Ibn al-Muthbit, and the scribe entered his name probably by mistake as he is
mentioned further down (see Payor 12) as having paid the full sum. That something went wrong
here is also evident from the fact that this is the only point where the order of names (of Debtors
21 to 23) is slightly out of order when compared with the sale booklet.
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Debtor 22 al-Sharif al-Dallal: 27.25 dirhams; ‘mystery buyer’ not mentioned in
the sale booklet (cf. #968, Debtor 41, al-Sharif Dallal)

Debtor 23 Ibn ‘Asha: 102.375 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 70, see Payor 50
below

Debtor 24 Taghri W-r-m-sh: 15.75 dirhams (wuzina); in sale booklet Buyer 73
(20.75 dirhams), see Payor 51 below

Debtor 25 al-Maliki: 160.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 75 (150.5 dirhams)

Debtor 26 al-Zar'T: 7 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 76 (85 dirhams), see Payor
25 below*

Debtor 27 Muhammad al-Andalusi: 36.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 15

Debtor 28 Burhan al-Din al-Sallati: 2.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 16 (19.5
dirhams), see Payor 15 below

Debtor 29 Jamal al-Yatim: 56.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 20

Debtor 30 Ibn al-Khatib: 12.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 21

Debtor 31 ‘Abd al-Rahmin b. al-Zayn: 14.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 22

Debtor 32 Shihab al-Din Shidha: 10.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 23

Debtor 33 al-Karaki: 150 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 28 (50 dirhams)

Debtor 34 al-Nasiri: 24.3 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 31

Debtor 35 Ibn Sahlal: 120 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 32 (28 dirhams)

Debtor 36 Khalil al-Duwayk: 30 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 34

Debtor 37 al-Rabbawi: 5.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 36 (see Payor 46
below)

Debtor 38 ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Iskadani [Iskandari]: 10 dirhams; in sale booklet
Buyer 38

Debtor 39 al-Sakakini: 8.875 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 39

Debtor 40 Muhammad al-Iskandari: 10.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 79

Debtor 41 Ahmad Saqqa: 6.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 81

Debtor 42 al-Bawwab: 2.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 82

Debtor 43 Yasuf al-Misri Dallal: 3 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 85

Debtor 44 Muhammad b. Yanus: 12.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 87
sum total: 3,862 dirhams

# This is the last name taken from sheet #532 of the sale booklet. The following names are taken from
sheet #180.
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Identification of Payors 1

Payor 1 Ibn al-Muhandis: 1,295 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 11 [in #812
no. 24]

Payor 2 Burhan al-Din al-‘Ajami: 179.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 56 [in
#812 no. 25]

Payor 3 al-Qarawi: 14.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 66 (41.5 dirhams), see
Debtor 20 above [in #812 no. 26]

Payor 4 Shams al-Din al-Qutb: 138 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 19
(142 dirhams [138 w-z-n]) [in #812 no. 27]

Payor 5 Ibn Aba Muhammad:*® 66.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 18 [in
#3812 no. 28]

Payor 6 Fakhr al-Din Iyas: 226 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 41 (296.5
dirhams), see Payor 33 below

Payor 7 Qasim al-‘Ajami: 15 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 52 [in #812 no. 29]

Payor 8 Muhammad b. Sa‘id: 30.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 55 [in #812
no. 30]

Payor 9 al-Hadithi: 59 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 60 (67.25 dirhams), see
Debtor 19 above [in #812 no. 31]

Payor 10 Mugbil: 67 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 64 (68 dirhams) [in #812
no. 32]

Payor 11 al-Azhari: 124 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 50 (167.5 dirhams) [in
#812 no. 33]

Payor 12 Ibn al-Muthbit: 50.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 78 (see Debtor
21 above) [in #812 no. 34]

Payor 13 al-Harjawi: 20 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 72 [in #812 no. 35]

Payor 14 “Ala’ al-Din al-Naqib: 65.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 6 [in #812
no. 36]

Payor 15 Burhan al-Din al-Sallati: 17.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 16
(19.5 dirhams), see Debtor 28 above [in #812 no. 37]

Payor 16 ‘Ali al-Hamawi: 20.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 48 [in #812
no. 38]

% The document reads ‘Ibn Aba M-h-r-d’.
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Payor 17 ‘Abd Allah al-Firyabi: 92.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 53 [in #812
no. 39]

Payor 18 Junayd: 44 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 43 [in #812 no. 40]

Payor 19 Ibn al-Mugqri’: 45 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 62 [in #812 no. 41]

Payor 20 Shihab al-Din al-Sar2’i: 69.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 42 [in
#812 no. 42]

Payor 21 Ibn al-Bawwab: 48.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 24 (117.16
dirhams) [in #812 no. 43]

Payor 22 Yuasuf al-Jiti: 36 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 37 [in #812 no. 44]

Payor 23 ‘Umar al-Zajjaj: 15 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 17 [in #812 no. 45]

Payor 24 Ahmad al-Qaramani: 16 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 77 (16.5
dirhams) [in #812 no. 46]

Payor 25 Hamdan al-Zari: 78.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 76 (85 dirhams),
see Debtor 26 above [in #812 no. 47]

Payor 26 al-‘Ajlani: 74.25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 67 (76.25 dirhams)
[in #812 no. 48]

Payor 27 Mahmud al-Sara’t: 242 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 58 [in #812
no. 49]

Payor 28 Ibn Raslan: 70 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 25 [in #812 no. 50]

Payor 29 Shihab Ibn al-Nagib: 75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 45 (101
dirhams), see Debtor 13 above [in #812 no. 51]

Payor 30 al-Qalyabi: 160 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 54 (355.75 dirhams),
see Debtor 17 above [in #812 no. 21]

subtotal: 3,440.5 dirhams>

Identification of Payors 2

Payor 31 Nasir al-Din al-Ghazzi: 157 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 57 [in
#812 no. 1]

Payor 32 Khalil b. Makki: 381 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 13 (510.5
dirhams), see Debtor 10 above [in #812 no. 2]

Payor 33 Fakhr al-Din Iyas: 69.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 41 (296.5
dirhams), see Payor 6 above [in #812 no. 3]

*! Our readings of the amounts paid by the buyers give a sum of 3,455.25 dirhams.
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Payor 34 al-Hawari: 171.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 59, see Debtor 18
above [in #812 no. 4]

Payor 35 al-Khalili: 252 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 12 [in #812 no. 5]

Payor 36 al-Mugqri’ al-mu’adhdhin: 51.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 68 [in
#812 no. 6]

Payor 37 Husayn al-Halabi: 11.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 40 [in #812
no. 7]

Payor 38 Shuqayr: 3.375 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 84 [in #812 no. 8]

Payor 39 Badr al-Din Makki: 140 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 14 (180.25
dirhams), see Debtor 11 above [in #812 no. 9]

Payor 40 Shams al-Din al-Shaykh: 27.5 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 7 (55.25
dirhams), see Debtor 6 above [in #812 no. 10]

Payor 41 ‘Umar al-Ghanimi: 64 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 61 [in #812
no. 11]

Payor 42 Taqi al-Din: 39 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 63 [in #812 no. 12]

Payor 43 al-Kutubi: 4.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 29 (6.75 dirhams)
[in #812 no. 13]

Payor 44 Ibrahim al-Hawrani: 10 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 35 [in #812
no. 14]

Payor 45 ‘Abd al-‘Azim: 4 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 83 [in #812
no. 15]

Payor 46 al-Rabbawi: 4 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 36 (5.75 dirhams), see
Debtor 37 above [in #812 no. 17]

Payor 47 Burhin al-Din: 32.75 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 8 (52 dirhams),
see Debtor 7 above [in #812 no. 16]

Payor 48 Ibn Shihiab: 459; in sale booklet Buyer 2 (466 dirhams), see Debtor 2
above [in #812 no. 20]

Payor 49 Bulat: 342 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 3 (see Debtor 3 above) [in
#812 no. 18]

Payor 50 Ibn ‘Asha: 15 +10 = 25 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 70 (102.375
dirhams), see Debtor 23 above [in #812 no. 19]

Payor 51 Taghri W-r-m-sh: 16 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 73 (20.75
dirhams), see Debtor 24 above [not in #812]

Payor 52 Burhan al-Din: 265 dirhams; in sale booklet Buyer 10 (566 dirhams),
see Debtor 9 above [in #812 no. 22]
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subtotal 1: 2,453 dirhams>?
subtotal 2: 2,718 dirhams
subtotal 3: 2,750 dirhams

Expenses

washing of corpse and shroud 48 dirhams>?
porters 9 dirhams>*
porters of chest 0.5 dirham®’
candles 2 dirhams>®
one of the fard witnesses 1.5 dirhams

naqd (fees for money changer?) 1 dirham
wife [Shirin] 82 dirhams®”
[3] dirhams
subtotal: 137 dirhams

Here follows a list of further items and sums (partly turned by ninety degrees)
that have remained unclear to us.

v
)

Our readings of the amounts paid by the buyers give a sum of 2,545 dirhams.

3 Cf. #800, where we find the same sum.

> Cft. #800, where we find two sums for two different days.

Cf. #800, where we find the same sum for ‘porters of books’. The chests were most likely used to
move books during the auction.

¢ Cf. #800, where we find the same sum.

Cf. #800, where we find two sperate payments of 50 and 32 dirhams.

w

5

w

w
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Appendix | Overview of Documents
Linked to Burhan al-Din’s Life and Estate

his appendix provides an overview of all those documents from the

Haram al-sharif collection that are linked to Burhan al-Din. In the course
of working on this book we have examined all the documents from the Haram
al-sharif collection (almost 1,000), and we are now in a position to confidently
state that there are no further documents linked to Burhan al-Din. The corpus
assembled here differs in some cases from that of previous scholarship. We
identified additional documents in the known Haram al-sharif core corpus
(#180, #532 and #793) and found new documents in the Haram al-sharif plus
corpus (#897 and #968). For instance, document #793 was ascribed to an
unknown ‘an-Nasir or to the estate of the trader Nasir al-Din al-Hamawi.!
Yet document #793 is beyond doubt one of the accounts that were used in set-
tling the estate of Burhan al-Din. The names of the payors and debtors, as well
as the sums owed, are identical to those in the other accounts and lists used in
settling his estate.> We not only added, but also discarded: for instance, Haram
al-sharif document #667 is an acknowledgement deed in which a widow
receives the monthly obligatory maintenance payment (fazrd) for her chil-
dren from her deceased husband’s estate. Nine other such deeds in the Haram
al-sharif corpus are linked to Burhan al-Din.> However, #667 has in our view —
and in contrast to previous scholarship — nothing to do with Burhan al-Din
as we read the name of the deceased husband in #667, ‘al-DayrT’, differently
(though reading names in the documentary scripts employed in the Haram
al-sharif documents is far from an exact science). More importantly, this

! Little, Catalogue, 369 and Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 180 and 188-91.
% These other documents were #061/#180/#532 (sale booklet), #800, #812 and #968.
> #106, #108, #115, #118, #183, #188, #192, #313 and #676.

324
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document summarily refers to ‘the mother of the half-orphans’, that is, one
single mother of the children left by the deceased husband. As Burhan al-Din
left ‘half-orphans’ to several mothers the acknowledgement deeds linked to
him always set out exactly who received the sum in question as there was more
than one single widow/recipient. In consequence, it is unlikely that #667
belongs to the Burhan al-Din documentary corpus.

It was particularly painful discarding the diploma of appointment #214
from the corpus, because it feels very much like one of his Burhan al-Din’s
documents. It is a diploma appointing a person in the Turbat Taz (the other
five documents on this z#rba in the Haram al-sharif corpus are all linked with
Burhan al-Din).* This diploma was issued by an administrator called Malik
(the other three documents issued by this administrator in the Haram al-sharif
corpus are all linked with Burhan al-Din).’ In addition, this person is appointed
as reciter for a rather modest monthly salary (exactly the professional world of
Burhan al-Din). This person is called Ibrahim al-Nasiri (exactly the 7 and
nisba of Burhan al-Din), but he carries the Jagab Sarim al-Din rather than
Burhan al-Din. It was perfectly normal for an individual to be known under
more than one /agab and it might be the case that our Burhan al-Din was
known by the honorific $arim al-Din at a younger age. However, as a matter
of precaution and in the absence of other evidence for such a double lagab we
decided to discard this document from the Burhan corpus.

In the following, first, the documents are grouped according to the ter-
minology used in this book. Secondly, a list according to the call numbers in
the Islamic Museum in Jerusalem is provided. Identical or variant readings of
a document’s date in previous publications are indicated in brackets after the
date. We provide, in all relevant cases, the reference to the document’s edition.®

Burban al-Din’s documentary corpus: This is the analytical category for
those fifty-two documents that are directly linked to Burhian al-Din and that
were produced during his lifetime (twenty-four on his working life (#002,

005, #007, #014, #303 and #310.

> #005, #014 and #310.

¢ Several documents have been edited previously, especially by al-‘Asali. We edited all remaining
documents except for those cases where we were not fully satisfied with our readings of the text
(#622 and the four payment orders for the salary of Burhan al-Din #665, #666, #668 and #835). The
launch of the Comparing Arabic Legal Documents database, https://cald.irht.cnrs.fr (last accessed
S September 2022), in 2021 has added numerous additional documents.


https://cald.irht.cnrs.fr
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#003, #004, #00S, #007, #009, #010, #012, #013, #014, #026, #049, #203,
#303, #305, #310, #490, #508, #509, #603, #665, #666, #6638, #835), seventeen
on settling his estate (#016, #052, #061/#180/#532, #106, #108, #111, #115,
#118, #183, #188, #192, #313, #676, #793, #800, #812, #968) and eleven on
other matters (#039, #109, #289, #336, #382, #458, #622, #699, #843, #3850,
#897). All documents in this appendix are part of this corpus except for #369
and #619, which are sale deeds of the house that Burhian al-Din bought in #039
and were written before his lifetime.

Estate archive on Burban al-Din: These are the fifty-four documents
brought together to settle Burhan al-Din’s estate. All documents in this appen-
dix were part of this archive.

Burhan al-Din’s home archive: Thirty documents that Burhin al-Din
himself preserved before they went into the estate archive (#002, #003, #004,
#005, #007, #009, #010, #012, #013, #014, #026, #039, #109, #203, #289,
#303, #305, #310, #336, #369, #458, #490, #508, #509, #603, #619, #699,
#843, #850, #897).

Organisational archives: Five documents preserved in Jerusalem’s endow-
ments before they went into the estate archive (#049, #665, #666, #668, #835).

Shirin’s home archive: Two documents that Shirin herself preserved before
they went into the estate archive (#382, #622).

#002 declaration of intent (stipend, ‘Ala” al-Din Agbugha Yanki),
beg.3.788/1386
ed. al-‘Asali, Wathiiq maqdisiya, 1, 199/200 (em. Diem,
Philologisches, 36)

#003 diploma of appointment (maktab Fakhr al-Din Iyas), 25.1.781/1379
(= Little, Catalogue and Diem)
ed. al-“Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 195/6 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
32-4)

#004 declaration of intent (stipend, Haydar al-‘Askari al-Mansari),
25.1.782/1380 (Little, Catalogue proposes 781’; Miller, Kad: und
seine Zeugen, 170 suggests 782’; Diem reads 783’; al-“Asali did not
suggest a year)
ed. al-“Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 197/8 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
34/5)



#005

#007

#009

#010

#012

#013

#014

#016
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diploma of continued appointment (Taz Mausoleum), 20.6.784/1382
(Little, Catalogue reads ‘Rabi”)

ed. Frenkel, Relationship, 107

petition (#007/1) + diploma of continued appointment (#007/2) (Taz
Mausoleum), 10.12.777/1376 (#007/2)

ed. al-‘Asali, Watha’iq maqdisiya, 1, 203-5; em. Diem, Philologisches,
38-40

petition (#009/1) + diploma of appointment (#009/2) (al-Haram
al-sharif), 18.12.781/1380 (= Little, Five Petitions; Miiller, Kadi und
seine Zeugen, 170 suggests 782% Burgoyne [= Richards], Mamluk
Jerusalem, 72: 763°) (#009/2)

ed. Little, Frve Petitions, 381-8

petition (#010/1) + diploma of appointment (?) (#010/2) (unnamed
madrasa-cam-ribat), 20.2.775/1373 (= Diem; al-‘Asali reads 770’
Little, Catalogue and Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 171 read “780°)
(#010/2)

ed. al-‘Asali, Watha’iq maqdisiya, 1, 21214 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
46-8)

declaration of intent (stipend, ‘Ali b. Qo6ja al-‘Al2’T), 6.3.783/1381
(al-“Asali: ‘730’ Little, Catalogue proposes ‘Rabi® II 780’; Diem and
Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 169: “773’)

ed. al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 208 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
40-2)

petition (#013/1) + report/diploma of appointment (#013/2) (Mansari
Ribat), 1.2.770/1368 (= Little, Catalogne and al-‘Asali; Miiller, Kadi
und seine Zeugen, 171 and Diem: ‘777°) (#013/2)

ed. al-‘Asali, Watha’ig magdisiya, 1, 209-11 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
42-6)

diploma of continued appointment (Taz Mausoleum), 17.2.785/
1383

ed. al-"Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 201-2 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
37-8)

two acknowledgement deeds (debt), 18.12.789/1387 (#016/1),
2.4.790/1388 (#016/2) (Little, Catalogue: ?.3.790)

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)
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#026

#039

#049

#052

#061

#106

#108

#109

#111

#115

#118

#180
#183

request to change places and times of recitation (stipend, Ibrahim b.
‘Umar Sarim al-Din), undated (780s/1380s?)

ed. al-“Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 206

sale contract (house) (#039/1) + certification (#039/2) + ratification
(#039/3), 21.11.780/1379 (#039/1), 23.11.780/1379 (#039/2) and
25.11.780/1379 (#039/3)

ed. Miiller, Ecrire, 8693

annual accounts sheet (children school, Fakhr al-Din Iyas),
14.4.781/1379

ed. Richards, Primary Education, 228/29

two decisions by judge (fard), 6.11.789/1387 (#052/1), 22.2.790/1388
(#051/2)

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

sale booklet concerning Burhan al-Din’s estate (incl. #180 and #532),
undated (most likely on same date as #968, i.e. 15.11.789/1387)

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Chapter 7)

acknowledgement deed by Ahmad b. Ahmad (fzrd), undated (most
likely Muharram 790/1388)

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

acknowledgement deed by Shirin (fard), 3.7.790/1388

ed. Luth, Six Fourteenth Century Igrars, 267-9 (em. Lutfi/Little,
Igrars from Al-Quds)

receipt for payment of rent, 2.1.779/1377 (= Mdller, Kad: und seine
Zeugen, 171; Little, Catalogue: 2.1.774°)

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

two decisions by judge (fard), 6.11.789/1387 (#111/1), 1.3.790/1388
(#111/2)

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

acknowledgement deed by Ahmad b. Ahmad (fard), 4.9.790/1388

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

acknowledgement deed by Ahmad b. Ahmad (fard), 7.6.790/1388

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

see #061 (ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler, Chapter 7)

acknowledgement deed by Shirin (fard), 4.9.790/1388

ed. al-“Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 107



#1388

#192

#203

#289

#303

#305

#310

#313

#336

#369

#382
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acknowledgement deed by Shirin (fard), 22.2.790/1388

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

acknowledgement deed by Shirin (fard), 5.1.790/1388

ed. al-‘Asali, Warha’iq magdisiya, 1, 105

diploma of appointment (Awhadiya Mausoleum), 13.12.780/1379
(= al-‘Asali and Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 169; Little, Catalogue:
©.12.787)

ed. al-“Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 169

acknowledgement deed by divorced wife (Fatima bt. ‘Abd Allah),
4.10.782/1381

ed. al-‘Asali, Watha’ig magdisiya, 1, 116; Luthi, Six Fourteenth Century
Igrars, 258/9 (em. Lutfi/Little, Igrars from Al-Quds)

diploma of continued appointment (Taz Mausoleum), 10.8.780/1378
(Frenkel, Relationship, 108: “708’; Little, Catalogue: 20 Muharram’;
Burgoyne [= Richards], Mamluk Jerusalem, 76: ‘without date’).

ed. Frenkel, Relationship, 108

petition (#305/1) + diploma of continued appointment (#305/2)
(al-Aqsa Mosque), 8.8.781/1379 (#305/2)

ed. Little, Five Petitions, 372-9

petition (#310/1) + diploma of appointment (#310/2) (Taz
Mausoleum), 15.9.775/1374 (#310/2)

ed. Little, Frve Petitions, 365-72

acknowledgement deed by Shirin (fard), 4.5.790/1388

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

neighbour’s permission to extend building, 22.6.788/1386

ed. al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 280/1; Salihiya, Min watha’ig,
70-6

three sale contracts (#369/1, #369/2 and #369/4) + 2 certifications
(#369/3 and #369/5) (Roman vault and courtyards), 10.1.771/1369
(#369/1), 19.1.771/1369 (#369/2), 42.771/1369 (#369/3),
3.5.773/1371 (#369/4), 5.5.773/1371 (#369/5)

sale contract (slave), 17.7.784/1382 (al-‘Asali and Burgoyne
[= Richards], Mamluk Jerusalem, 72: ‘740’)

ed. al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 1, 252/3; Little, Six Fourteenth
Century Purchase Deeds, 313-17
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#458

#490

#508

#509

#532

#603

#619

#622

#665

#666

#668

#676

#699

#793

acknowledgement deed by brother of divorced wife Fatima bt. “Abd
Allah, 18.3.783/1381 (= al-‘Asali; Little, Catalogue: ‘Rabi‘ IT’)

ed. al-“Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 11, 115

diploma of appointment (legal proxy, Ahmadb. Sayf al-Din Bustumur),
25.10.781/1380 (al-Asalt: ‘15

ed. al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 11, 140

declaration of intent (stipend, Shihib al-Din Ahmad b. Shadi),
16.1.782/1380

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

declaration of no further claims, 1.8.780/1378

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

see #061 (ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler, Chapter 7)

declaration of intent (stipend, Salima b. Abi Bakr al-Farigani),
17.6.774/1372

ed. al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya, 11, 167

sale contract (house), ?.11.780/1379 (Miiller, Ventes de Biens
Immobiliers, 224: 5.11.778/1377)

sale of household items to Shirin, 22.9.788/1386

payment order for salary of Burhan al-Din (al-Haram al-sharif),
781/1379-80 (= Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 171; Little, Catalogue:
“787°)

payment order for salary of Burhan al-Din (al-Haram al-sharif),
789/1387-8 (= Little, Catalogne; Muller, Kadi und seine Zeugen,
171: “784)

payment order for salary of Burhan al-Din (al-Haram al-sharif),
786/1384-5 (Little, Catalogue: no date; Miller, Kadi und seine
Zeugen, 171: ‘783)

acknowledgement deed by Muhammad [Ahmad] b. Ahmad (fard),
20.11.789/1387

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

acknowledgement deed by divorced wife (Maryam), 12.2.784/1382
ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

second accounts with payments, receivables & expenses for estate of
Burhian al-Din, undated (shortly after 15.11.789/1387)

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Chapter 8)



#3800

#3812

#3835

#843

#3850

#3897

#968
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first accounts with payments & expenses for estate of Burhin al-Din,
undated (shortly after 15.11.789/1387)

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Chapter 8)

list of payments received from the sale of Burhan al-Din’s estate, 3. and
14.11.789/1387 (Little, Catalogue, 369 and Mdller, Kadi und seine
Zeugen, 172 only refer to the second date. What they have as the recto
side is rather the verso side that was written subsequently.)

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Chapter 8)

payment order for salary of Burhin al-Din (al-Haram al-sharif),
787/1385-6

receipt for payment of rent, 12.1.778/1376 (= Little, Catalogue;
Muiiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 171: ‘18.1.778’)

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

receipt for payment of rent for three months in year 778/1376,
30.6.778/1376 (?)

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

division of the estate of Fatima 1 (deceased wife of Burhin al-Din)

this draft list (written on the verso of an old document) is undated

ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Appendix 2)

list of receivables from sale of Burhin al-Din’s estate, 15.11.789/1387
ed. Aljoumani/Hirschler (Chapter 8)



Appendix 2 Edition of Sixteen Documents
Linked to Burhan al-Din’s Life and Estate

his appendix contains the edition of sixteen previously unedited Haram

al-sharif documents that were relevant for affairs during Burhan al-Din’s
lifetime (seven documents) and for settling his estate (nine documents). The
documents are thus concerned with rent payments (#109, #843 and #850), a
stipend (#508), claims against him (#509), divorce (#699), the death of his wife
Fatima (#897) and his estate (#016, #052,#106, #111, #115, #118, #188, #313
and #676). The documents will be described only briefly as more details can be
found in the book’s main text. Plate Section III contains the reproduction of
the documents edited here.

Symbols used:

|| interlinear text
[] editors’ insertion of letters or words
[?] tentative reading

...] non-legible or missing word(s)

332
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #016 (Plates III.1a and
II1.1b)

Acknowledgement deed of a certain Zayn al-Din (most likely identifiable as
Buyer 58 in the sale booklet), to whom al-Adhbra lent money from Burban
al-Din’s estate with acknowledgement deed by al-Adbra on verso stating that
the debt was repaid and with archival note on verso (this document has a second
ervoneous archival note linking this document to ‘the orphans of [the trader
Nisir al-Din] al-Hamawz’, whose estate al-Adbrac and his men were also

handling at this point)
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! See Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 565: ‘al-Ghamrt’.
* See Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 543.
* See Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeungen, 561.
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5 See Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 558.
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #052 (Plates III.2a and
II1.2b)

Decision on the monthly obligatory maintenance payment (fard) for ‘Ali and
Mubammad, the sons of Shirin and Burhin al-Din, by Abi Bakr b. Ibriahim
al-Sarfani, the shafi't deputy judge of Jerusalem® (#052/1), revised some three
months later (#052/2), with archival note on verso

6.11.789/1387 (#052/1) and 22.2.790/1388 (#052/2)

1/1/52
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¢ Most likely Buyer 4 in the sale booklet; see also Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 263/4: ‘Aba Bakr
Ibrahim al-Sarwi (?) {P 116}’ )
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? See Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 277 and 558.

' Might be identical to the notary witness identified in Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 325.
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #106 (Plates III.3a and
II1.3b)

Acknowledgement deed by Shibab al-Din Abmad b. Abmad Ibn al-Bawwaib
(Buyer 24), guardian of Burbin al-Din’s son Mabmud Kamal, stating that
be received the monthly obligatory maintenance payment (fard) for the period
Mubarram to Rabi Il 790/1388, with archival note on verso

undated (most likely Muharram 790/1388)

/106

&AJ‘C)A})S‘AKJ\?A&% 1

e Cpall oy O el cpall e asa el G deal gpall Gl JaY) Jaall T8 2
dena Cpal Guadt JaY) aall b (e ad) Slms ol a4l Ge L3 1513 3
2213 (pa iy 3l ity 5 el oSal Cpaal bl e Cpall Jles asaall il 4
S 8 e @lli g 12l () gused Lghuai ad 50 djle e gy Alalee duzadll 5

A Jiana pgl sl ) se Amf o | snSs | (gpmalill Coall Gl s asaall A5 6
O3 e oS3l il 8 L s Leie AV an ) el e s Al i 7
oDle i Gamall aluall (e 4l Al ol MalS Gl g L clld (mddd 9

Aa i da g (ool 4l jlay Gl At (e g pall adde 504l s all 10
APV PSP JUON PERE LR PNV P PP |

Gl ale 2 Ay e 2l 12

153 gana (g pat) ) 43S H 913 (g desa (o) ) 13

</106

S = 8

'T-AA‘)A _paida da 12
_L\AJA Lfi 13
" See Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 559.
5 See Milller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 277 and 558.
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #109 (Plate I11.4)

Receipt issued by Fatima bt. ‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Ali for Burbdn al-Din, confirming
that be paid the rent for the house for four months up to the end of the year
J78/1377

2.1.779/1377
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #111 (Plates III.5a and
IIL5b)

Decision on the monthly obligatory maintenance payment (fard) for Mabmaiid
al-Subd i, the son of Fatima bt. ‘Abd Allah and Burban al-Din, by Abi Bakr
b. Ibrahim al-Sarfani, the shafi'i deputy judge of Jerusalem'® (#111/1), revised

some four months later (#111/2), with archival note on verso

6.11.789/1387 (#111/1) and 1.3.790/1388 (#111/2)
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' Most likely Buyer 4; see also Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 263/4: ‘Aba Bakr Ibrahim al-Sarwi (?)
{P 116} ,
.L\A‘)A palida o 17
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18 See Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 277 and 558.
” Might be identical to the notary witness identified in Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 325.
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Plate Section Il

Sixteen Documents Linked to
Burhan al-Din’s Life and Estate
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III.4 Receipt for payment of rent
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #109, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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III.8a Acknowledgement deed by Shirin II1.8b Archival note
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic
Museum, #188a, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh ~ Museum, #188b, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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IIL.9 Acknowledgement deed by Shirin
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #313, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh



II.10 Declaration of intent (stipend, Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Shadi)
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #508, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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III.11 Declaration of no further claims
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #509, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh



II.12 Acknowledgement deed by Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Ahmad Ibn al-Bawwab
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #676, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh



II1.13 Acknowledgement deed by Burhan al-Din’s divorced wife Maryam
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #699, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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II1.16 Division of the estate of Fatima 1 (deceased wife of Burhan al-Din)
Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #897, © Mohammad H. Ghosheh
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #115 (Plates III.6a and
IIL.6b)

Acknowledgement deed by Shibab al-Din Abmad b. Abmad Ibn al-Bawwaib
(Buyer 24), guardian of Burbin al-Din’s son Mabmud Kamal, stating that
be received the monthly obligatory maintenance payment (fard) for the period
Rajab to Ramadan 790/1388, with archival note on verso

4.9.790/1388

i/115

("73;)” L}A;)j\ ] i 1

sl b oo daad cpall Cilgd gl (n daald cpall (el Ja¥) jaall @i 9

pley) goadl) Mas ) U el 3 g adl) Jleay i 4l e 3 a1 ) 3

Somdl &all el i) deal ol Cilgd i) a s yall (s dema Gl Guels 4
ouilly L)

D O s e Cpmls (el Lebial Ve () g Ball Auzadl) pal pall e 5

[f3al] s malill aall s s o sm sall (0 JWS (53 430 )5 el JAT 6
o=l

Crentd A ahamall (Jliaa ) el gl ) (8 2l 5 4d) il Lo pl Lad el jad 7
Az g

55 yanll ol 00 dena (pdena S 2ol il paaalai 20 ] el ae 4K 9

/115

el 1

Gl o 2eal b 2
Crradi (5 _paldll Gl 42 8 3

'T-AA‘)A paida e 20
' Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 535 proposes ‘Abd Allah b. al-Dayri’.
2 See Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 544/5.
» See Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 565: ‘al-Ghamit’.
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #118 (Plates III.7a and
I11.7b)

Acknowledgement deed by Shibab al-Din Abmad b. Abmad Ibn al-Bawwab
(Buyer 24), guardian of Burban al-Din’s son Mabmiid Kamal, stating that he
received the monthly obligatory maintenance payment (fard) for the two months
Jumada I and Jumada I1 790/1388, with archival note on verso

7.6.790/1388

i/118

5O e
¥ =0 o et 9 sy

s ea M il a1

Crall Gy g dead Cpall g a s pall (g el cpall ilgei o yiaall a1 Jaall & 2

DAl (e ad) Slag alut g gl 4l 4ledl g disaa e sh e pdlamaa D8 3
pon el (g dana pall Geed S A )

ol uaaly el KA Ol JPE LA EWEN IV EO T 2aal cpall e 4
syl ALl Alebas Aail) anl

O 2 gl 2 g all Al g JlaSy el 3 sana (s jd @y |00] Lghoai aa 50 Gl S
8 (e g _palill Al (35 ) (g ) ) )

Calul) (e 4 Loy 4y S A ) 50 (1 5AY) (salen e e Laa AT (S (i ped 6
a1 alS Ll Lad clly (o

Gl (Sade agliany o il aiy sl clldsrge (o goall agle 5 ) SAdll aiill dass 7
AV ales g

o3 5 b dead) g Alarsue g (el i H el 0 8

[fomali] cp aliass 2 g slall daal o oo 4S8 10

* See Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 559.
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #188 (Plates III.8a and
I11.8b)

Acknowledgement deed by Shirin, widow of Burhin al-Din, stating that she
received the monthly obligatory maintenance payment (fard) for her sons

Mubammad and ‘Alz for the two months Rabi‘I and Rabi“ Il 790/1388, with
archival note on verso

22.2.790/1388
/188
At ]
L b A (g pmaldll Cpal s a3 lS 3 ) de iy oy i dapall G 2
2 5Y) il e Ll Jlas el g i Lgdl el Slga s g daa B 3
leas) oo LY ol o aagdl oo 53NV A e ) Jlea 0 dane (pall Guad 4

PPN

25la ()5 e 5 Agke A s yaall (Buied Alalas ab ol (e e g deasodlef S
:;A,qor_[a])&.iwjjsu\@ﬂjubﬁgcﬂbj%uojh@m 6

L Lol us 5 42 )5 L HAV) ) el s La AT GulelS (el 7

Aolaall jhia el s e (U 8 Lghalgdn Lgd) yie L DS Ll Ll 8

Dlarass (i dis 9

L) e gl b e sl 10
28] s s 0 Jla 4K 273 gana (p pt) ) axS 11
</188

o= A

.L\AJJ ‘)AASM e 25
j.AAJJ Lgi 26
7 See Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 277 and 558.
8 See Miuller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 557.
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #313 (Plate I11.9)

Acknowledgement deed by Shirin, widow of Burhin al-Din, stating that she
received the monthly obligatory maintenance payment (fard) for ber sons
Mubammad and ‘Ali for the month of Shawwal 789/1387 and for the two
months Jumada I and Jumada 11 790/1388

4.5.790/1388

Sl Al sy
S (g pmaldll Cpall (a2 sm el 75 ) due iy (i A pal) A

3 (e Ll Jlas caaluii g G Ll el lsa g Leie daaa 3 Ue i Bgmaa D) i
Gl gl e sl o 53V g cn e el Jlea 0 desa Cpall (el gl
Ladlall du

Dl ) suad 5 Ao ds syl (Buied Alalrs at) jall (e Jlad dil o e | iy il sl
M s de s 4le s 5 (S5 789 das Jl s e 0L 0 5326 &l (4

Sama Y 5f (il 3 A 5 AV soben Lk b Lab AT (sl e
&l Ll Led) e b SLlS G5 Gl Ll elld Cuad e

ey (i A J5Y) galen el

4 ol e agd 4 laa )l d) Sle el 10

3o sland) deal (e 4uS 23 gana 0 ) ) aiS 11

B W N

o 0 I &N Wn

Leb s peiion dle
.L\AJJ Lﬁ\ 30
_L\A)A Lfi 31

32 See Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 277 and 558.

3 See Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 559.



346 | OWNING BOOKS AND PRESERVING DOCUMENTS

Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #508 (Plate I11.10)

Declaration of intent by ‘al-jandb al-karim’ Shihiab al-Din Abmad b. Shadi
from al-Ramla to pay Burhin al-Din ten dirbams per month in exchange for
reciting mi‘ad sessions in bis name three times a week at the Chain Gate

16.1.782/1380

pall el i sy 1

et e saiall saiad) (s shgall el S i) s ) ) L Jiy 2

o bail (e & el A s yaall Al dal (e (2l i) oy daad il Gl 3
<l

b Gl Gudill slaaal) (5 )8 (5 pualill Cpall (o s adl) Mas il ) sill

3 Sy ol of [ASDIE] 40 dran JS oY) dasally Al il Cay i) uailly I 3
oY)

Ca Ay 318 1 g Cnandl 5 andil) T3 O 5 draad) 330a 2xy 5 [£LDAIN BRI

o 2ald ol 13 5 aal )0 Al Lgdiai aal 05 e o jed S A 4 sladll
Al B e de il [ Sz s ] (Sl sl S e e ol

e L o ) lia g oan g A daadl g dlarans [ 5] Olad [ 5] Gl Ao ) 565 (1
Aas 4l

DS AV Gl s e e agll L sS3all cpall e ) e agdl 10
oo 4 4] i Loy o3le] odlef 4d ) s 11
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #509 (Plate II1.11)

Declaration by a certain Mubammad al-Safadi of no further claims against

Burhan al-Din regarding the salary (jamakiya) for recitations at the Sitt

A’isha endowment on the Haram al-sharif

1.8.780/1378

o o HO et e
|= e (€ = Sy

?:33)&‘0“3‘)”"1"?“:’
émiyghie@cm\ucgqu\w@\mwmﬁﬁdﬂ
) ) Cpall a8 g3l alaY) Fenll) ded 84k )l o gl

a\_‘u\;“_: 4:15}.\43\ 3alud) aal Lﬁ)mu‘ A GO0 e);\);d\ u:\
MSJY)GAan&;SY}am\Y}L_y)J\uAM&b%AM\

Cadl il g A 5kl alrall ASala A e B (e

A lae S Slalidl o g jall A g ) Adile A s jall AL

il G [ ] G cpal) S mSI aeY) (e 4dg U J
A el s ¥ g oal) Mall Cliadl (3 cay 8l adY) aaally
Aans g (il A o Sl Jland a8 oA Caa g el g0 pual

abd gl e agdl abd pal ) e cangd 4kl pal ) e agdl
Loy Alad ) o e f odle ] e o Jidlojel Lo Jaddil o el o3led

ad gl 4 4l 4 4]
‘_A.:;‘\_\ESA\A.UL!‘_,’A::)&\ m\u.\ NI 4.\35 4.&54;7913@51:\
Sl ) e ] Higt el A et G 20

3 See Miuller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 559.
% See Miiller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 552: “Alib. ‘Abd al-Qadir al- ...
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #676 (Plate 111.12)

Acknowledgement deed by Shibab al-Din Abmad b. Abmad Ibn al-Bawwab
(Buyer 24, here called ‘Mubammad b. Abmad’), gnardian of Burhan al-Din’s
son Mabmiid Kamal, stating that be received the monthly obligatory mainte-
nance payment (fard) for the two months Shawwal and Dhii al-Qa‘da 789/1387

20.11.789/1387

338 gall bl 2anll
sl dane (all el il (e Caalisi g Cuad 0l sl 0 dasa 4lS

G asana Jle (e | e ddiai ol ddae | ) Qe YT e eSS

g paldll pall a3 6 s sl

J) s (5 e B e AT aws yohe ] ) KAl aa gl &y Cn iyl

Alayg <ol 3 ganal Gllh Cuimid 4y H5 A5k (1 al jall B8l

Aamin 5 ilad g g Ads (ge B2l plie 2o )l (e 13aLE 138 el Caeia
ayakhs wal gl e sgs (s il o el llyy e 2
792 5al] 00 dene 48 36 tiall daal o S ol 43S

3¢ See Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 543.
7 See Miller, Kadi und seine Zeugen, 568 proposes ‘Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Hanafi‘.
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #699 (Plate I11.13)

Acknowledgement deed by Burbin al-Din’s divorced wife Maryam bt. Umar®
stating that she bas no further claims against him except the sadaq (deferred
marriage gift)
12.2.784/1382

[San ol e U] ) mnsy

asnall G and) ) cuall ey aleY) Fdll dillae pee iy g yo JulSI 31yl
Ui 5 1518) iy pll (il daSlall AL 48 geall aaT il (35

B Y 55 g Sl Ll e 3aias ¥ Ll al i sm s el Lo A b
ldlaa A& )5Sl Blaall (5 g da s 5l 358 (e 3a Vs daia Y

Lpamann g Ol o)l A ia jed e U 8 2d 4y adanndi oS e e
08 o e P[] O e

(o TN o) N 4 B S O R S R

3 Little, Catalogue, 220 misreads the name as ‘Qaratamur bint ‘Amr’, and Miller, Kad: und seine
Zeugen, 175, has ‘Qaratamar bt. ‘Umar’.

¥ Muller, Kadi und seine Zengen, 549 suggests ‘Ahmad b. Thabit al-Ansari ‘.

0 Might be identical to the notary witness identified in Miller, Kad: und seine Zeugen, 325.
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #843 (Plate I11.14)

Receipt issued by Fatima bt. ‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Ali for Burbdn al-Din confirming
that be paid the rent for the house up to the end of the year 779/1378

12.1.778/1376

s3a 5 4l deal A sl
WIS e

Gl Galy Ciaaall g yualil s ) cpall o i) (e i
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #850 (Plate II1.15)

Receipt issued by Sarim al-Din Ibrabim in the name of Fatima bt. ‘Ala’ al-Din
‘Ali for Burban al-Din, confirming that he paid the rent for the house for three
months up to the end of Jumada 11 778/1376

30.6.778/1376 (?)

ol o ball G yeay cpall Gl s (Jsall b aaall 1

Gl ede e Adaall Hlall i s jal e bl ake D

AT ales lu b AT el B0E] 5 ad @l 5 [A] 4ea ) SIS 3
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Jerusalem, al-Haram al-sharif, Islamic Museum, #897 (Plate 111.16)

Draft of the division of the estate of Fatima 1, the deceased wife of Burban
al-Din and mother of Khadija and Mabmud Kamal. This draft was written

on the verso of a disused document.

undated
20aA ghlada pAT 41&\;\)1: )3 g Belae G )
gy a5 gua KOG #lala 43304 a8 4
cUaf:) 47:\,3,1\55
O oAl ke s A 0 A S
494;—."}} C\AJ LﬁJJL“ Bl Uanl L 48@ @j
@b
A e ) b yic Oeh 7
3 =

O e G A e 4L sde 9
Gl dual (10 10
547 sl lase ¢ Sl Hlad Zale cgle alad 3 e GBS Dl L e 41
I3 e pala s Ll Bl e san s 27 (e el pad) aalaal) AL (g 590l sasall 4 33381 42
8z A al) aalaall AL (g 550 Hlaty adll (ayje jual Bie sdele s sh s Ay calad (Jl 5 : jpa jlal pan B

310
146 67 Ao all aal pall AL (5 50 i alalall (¢ saaa Lo qua iy Y1 e A28 alal) (e Aaked slalaws 44
]23 cJulal) clad «‘5;\.5;1\ )L.\; :t;m\.r_ s:;ul;ﬂ\ DMl i W jia #
(5 A oall aalaall AL (g 90l L S elinally llaal) (55 paall Ca) (e ele 5 100 man (535 46

(654) 48, 481 282
213 damall Jama o il €224 Q2 el U gl Sl sl Lo Jasd 35al Aplall @7
Al ase (LGS (ye Aay ye Aadad Aadil) 47 casaal) Juma ¢ Al i W ey QLN (e 3 heall ASE 48
AT A e SAS LG5 co plnd Audn 3RS 40 AN B plalall (3 LS 38 e 5L A
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Appendix 3 List of Edited Haram al-sharif
Documents

his appendix lists all edited Haram al-sharif documents published up

until 2021. It is based on Christian Miiller’s list of editions up until 2011
found in his Kad: und seine Zeugen (576-82). Many of these editions can be
found in digital format in the Munich Arabic Papyrology Database (text only)
and the Paris Comparing Arabic Legal Documents platform (image and text,
often with emendations)."! Comparing Arabic Legal Documents has now also
started online-only editions (see below, #333). In the following list ‘em.” stands

for ‘emendations’.

#001: Al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya 1, 189-91 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
28-32).

#002: Al-Asali, Watha’iq maqdisiya 1, 199/200 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
36).

#003: Al-‘Asali, Wathd’iq magdisiya 1, 195/6 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
32-4).

#004: Al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya 1, 197/8 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
34/5).

#005: Frenkel, Relationship, 107.

#006: Al-‘Asali, Watha’iq maqdisiya 1, 183-5 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
25-8).

#007: Al-‘Asali, Watha’iq maqdisiya 1, 203-5 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
38-40).

' https://www.apd.gwi.uni-muenchen.de/apd/projectlc.jsp; https://cald.irht.cnrs.fr (last accessed
30 November 2021).
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#008: Al-"Asali, Watha’iq maqgdisiya 1, 181/2; Salihiya, Min watha’ig, 41-7
(em. Diem, Philologisches, 23-5).

#009: Little, Frve Petitions, 381-8.

#010: Al-‘Asali, Wathd’iq maqdisiya 1, 212-14 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
46-8).

#012: Al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya 1, 208 (em. Diem, Philologisches, 40-2).

#013: Al-‘Asali, Wathda’iq maqdisiya 1, 209-11 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
42-6).

#014: Al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya 1, 201/2 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
37/8).

#016: Aljoumani/Hirschler, Library of Burban al-Din, Appendix 2.

#020: Ghawanma, T4rikh niyibar Bayt al-Magdis, 194; Silihiya, Min
watha’ig, 48-57.

#022: Al-“Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya 1, 241.

#025: Little, Five Petitions, 351-7.

#026: Al-“Asali, Watha’iqg magdisiya 1, 206.

#028: Al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya 1, 227-9.

#030: Miller, Crimes without Criminals, 146-52; Al-‘Asali, Wathi’ig
magqdisiya 11, 132—4.

#031: see #032 and #650.

#032: Al-‘Asali, Watha’iqg magdisiya 1, 221.

#034: Al-‘Asali, Watha’iq maqdisiya 1, 177-80 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
21-3).

#035: Al-“Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya 1, 276 (recto only).

#036: Al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya 1, 237/8 (em. Diem, Philologisches,
55-7).

#039: Miiller, Ecrire pour etablir la preuve, 86-93.

#043: Ghawanma, Tarikh niyabat Bayt al-Magdis, 190.

#046: Al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiya 1, 245.

#047: Al-‘Asali, Watha’iq magdisiyal, 254.

#048: Al-‘Asali, Warha’iq magdisiya 1, 258.

#049: Richards, Primary Education, 228/29.

#052: Aljoumani/Hirschler, Library of Burban al-Din, Appendix 2.

#059: Richards, Mamluk Barid, 208/9.

#060: Hagedorn, Domestic Slavery, 218/9.
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estate inventory, 103

estate payments list, 287, 290, 291¢,
292-3, 294-300

estate receivables list, 287, 290, 291£-2,
301-7

estate sale accounts, 169-70, 287, 290,
291¢,292-3, 294, 308-13, 314-23, 324

formation of, 95-102

ghost document, 290-1¢

joining Haram al-sharif document corpus,
102-8



GENERAL INDEX | 385

maintenance payments, 28, 67, 68-9, 70, Burhan al-Din, sub-corpus, 87, 88

98,100-1, 102, 126 Burhan al-Din al-Qalgashandi, 128, 129, 155,
naming/matching individuals, 288 161, 184
organisation of, 101-2 book list, 128-9

pragmatic literacy, 107
see also sale booklet of the estate of Burhin  Cairo, 25, 31, 75, 167,173

al-Din; Appendix 1 Arabic documentary numerals, 193
Burhan al-Din, library of, 2, 4, 19, 76-7, cheap books, 181-2
121-2,132-3, 142¢ Fatimid Cairo library, 210
adab titles, 142¢, 148 food prices, 179-80
age, 9, 10-11 Cairo Sultanate, 6
auction of, 153-5, 156-9, 168-70 court library, 12
authors by popularity, 151z political history, 83
book storage, 139, 140 CALD (Comparing Arabic Legal
buyers, 129, 153-5, 156-9 Documents), 17,354
chronological distribution, 150z Catalogue (Little, Donald), 188
codices, 129, 136-7 ceramics, 63
devotional titles, 142¢, 148 Chamberlain, Michael, 50, 82
figh/usil al-figh titles, 142¢, 145 Chatterjee, Nandini, 14, 83-4
grammar titles, 142z, 147 Negotiating Mughal Law, 8
Haarmann, Ulrich, 18 Christ, Georg, 307
badith titles, 142¢, 143-5, 174 Civilian Elite of Cairo (Petry, Carl), 32
history titles, 142z, 146 Clermont-Ganneau, Charles, 105
Koran-linked titles, 142-3, 174 clothing, 2
languages represented, 152 codes, 195
materiality, 208 coinage, 123-4, 191, 192, 193
poetry titles, 142z, 148 Comparing Arabic Legal Documents
political titles, 149 (CALD), 17, 354
post-death trajectory, 133, 136, 153-63 Coptic numerals, 193-4
preservation, 11 Creswell, K. A. C.
as prestige library, 138-41, 153, 163 Early Muslim Architecture, 15
profiling and situating, 7-14
purpose, 137-40 daftar format, 112-13, 116
regional profile, 151-2 Damascus, 9, 25, 31, 144, 152, 155, 167,
sermons/paraenesis titles, 142¢, 147 173-4
size, 7-9, 133-7 food prices, 178-9
sufism titles, 142¢, 146-7 Dair al-watha’iq, Cairo, 80
thematic categories, 141-53 Dennis, Joseph, 110
theology titles, 149 School Library Book Lists in Ming and
uniqueness of, 135, 136 Qing Local Gazetteers, 110
value, 181 D’Hulster, Kristof, 12
vanished books of, 214-18 Browsing through the Sultan’s Bookshelves,
as working library, 143, 163 12
see also book prices, estate of Burhan Diem, Werner, 188
al-Din; Burhin al-Din documentary Dirasat fi al-kutub wa-al-maktabat
corpus; sale booklet of the estate of al-islamiya (“Abd al-Latif Ibrahim),

Burhin al-Din 11
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divorce, 67-8
Diwan (al-Mutanabbi) see Index of Book
Titles
diwani numerals, 191-2
documentary networks, 290
documents
preservation, 103—4, 105-6, 206-7,
209
use, 3

Early Muslim Architecture (Creswell,
K. A.C.), 15
Eche, Youssef (Yasuf al-Tsh), 11
bibliotheques arabes publigues et
semipubliques, Les, 11-12
El-Leithy, Tamer, 4, 193
endowed libraries, 204, 210
endowments, 25-7, 36-48, 51, 162
Barqagq (sultan), 75
books, 61
imitation, 63—4
libraries, 61, 204
politics, 63
Establet, Colette, 150, 173-4
estate archives, 209
Mubhyi al-Din Yahya b. Husayn al-Turki,
135, 140, 149, 176-7, 182, 184—6
see also Burhan al-Din estate archives
estate auctions, 97, 167-8, 169-70; see also
estate sales
estate inventories, 13-14, 85, 87, 97,119,
174, 182-3
estate management, 95-7, 120; see also
trustees
estate sales, 119-20, 167-8, 169; see also
estate auctions
Eychenne, Mathieu, 50

Fada’il al-a imma see Index of Book
Titles
Fakhr al-Din Ty:is, primary school of, 44,
73t, 99
archives, 89-90
literacy, 107-8
Fakhr al-Din al-Rizi see Index of Authors
al-Fasih (Thalab) see Index of Book Titles
Fatima 1 (wife of Burhan al-Din), 64, 65,
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66,67,71,91,92,352-3

Fatima bt. ‘Abd Allah b. Fahd al-Khalili (wife
of Burhin al-Din), 65, 67, 68, 88, 91,
338, 350

Fatima bt. “Ala” al-Din “Alj, 351

Fatimid archive, 83

Fatimid Cairo library, 210

food prices, 178-80

French libraries, 7

Frenkel, Miriam, 181

Futah Misr see Index of Book Titles

Futiih al-Sham see Index of Book Titles

al-Futihat Ibn (al-Arabi) see Index of Book
Titles

Geniza, Cairo, 10, 62, 80, 82, 83, 94, 181-2,
193-4
Ghars al-Din Khalil b. Makki, 169
al-Ghazali see Index of Authors
1hya’ uliim al-din see Index of Book
Titles
Ghosh, Amitav
In an Antique Land, 203
Greek/Coptic/Rami/burif al-zimam
numerals, 193-4
Gruendler, Beatrice, 138
Rise of the Arabic Book, 3
guardianships, 70, 100

Haarmann, Ulrich, 18, 111, 146, 188
Burhin al-Din, sale booklet, 112, 118, 156,
188-9
Library of a Fourteenth Century Jerusalem
Scholar, The, 18
Hacker, Joseph, 182
badith commentary, 144
badith transmission, 144, 172
al-Hamawt, estate of, 87, 88, 94, 96, 98,
101-2, 103, 104, 107, 119, 168
Haram al-sharif, 42, 51, 72, 99
archives, 89, 90
Haram al-sharif document corpus, 4, 14-18,
80-1
administration endowment sub-corpus,
86, 88, 102-3, 105, 107, 108
Adﬁji family sub-corpus, 86, 88, 105-6,
107
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archival practices, 79, 80-8

book collections mentioned, 135-6,
184-6

book ownership in, 182-4

Burhan al-Din al-Qalqashandi book list,
128-9

Burhin al-Din sub-corpus, 87, 88

classmarks, 15

damage/loss, 15, 92

databases, 17, 354

document survival, 103—4

edited, printed editions, 17, 332-53,
354-61

estate inventories, 182-3

Haarmann, Ulrich, 18

al-Hamawi sub-corpus, 87, 88, 94, 96,
98,101-2, 103, 104, 105, 107, 168,
169

Haram al-sharif plus corpus, 16-17, 105

history of, 104-6

household archives, 94

living expenses, 178-9

materials, 92, 93

photographs, 15

reading numerals in, 166, 187-202¢

salary comparisons, 74

Sharaf al-Din investigation sub-corpus, 81,

85, 88, 104, 105, 107
strings, 112
studies of, 118

Sultanic decree sub-corpus, 86, 88, 102-3,

105, 107
tied documents, 112
al-Yaghmari household sub-corpus, 87,
88,107
see also Burhin al-Din documentary
corpus; Appendix 3
al-Hariri see Index of Authors
Magamat see Index of Book Titles
Hilal al-Sabi’, 191-2
Holy Roman Empire, libraries of, 7
households, 2, 4, 208
archives, 834, 91-5, 102
competition between, 62, 63, 83
buraf al-zimam numerals, 193—4
Husayn al-Halabi see Index of Buyers
Husayn al-Najjar, 71
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al-Husri
Zabr al-adab see Index of Book Titles

Iberian libraries, 8, 182
Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, 133-4; see also Ibn ‘Abd
al-Hadj, library of
Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, library of, Damascus, 2,
133-4, 137, 140, 149, 153, 203-6
book lists, 128, 141
book prices, 172, 181
book trajectories, 162
hadith titles, 143, 144, 145, 172, 204
Koran-linked titles, 142
life cycle, 155
materiality, 208
monolingualism, 152
poetry and adab titles, 148
popular authors, 151
regional profile, 151-2
theology titles, 149
Ibn al-‘Arabi see Index of Authors
al-Futuhat see Index of Book Titles
(Ibn) ‘Asha see Muhammad (Ibn) ‘Asha
(Ibn) al-Bawwab, 288
Ibn Hajar
Mujam, 84
Ibn al-Jawzi, 147, 151¢, 175
al-Tabsira see Index of Book Titles
Ibn Jinni
al-Luma see Index of Book Titles
Ibn Malik see Index of Authors
al-Alftya see Index of Book Titles
Ibn al-Muhandis, 154, 155, 158, 159, 161,
163, 215-16, 217
Ibn al-Muthbit, 288
Ibn Nubata al-Misri see Index of Authors
Ibn al-Salah al-Shahraziiri see Index of
Authors
Ibn Shaddiad Baha’ al-Din see Index of
Authors
al-Nawadir al-sultaniya see Index of Book
Titles
Ibn Sharwin see Index of Buyers
Ibn Tawq
journal of, 33, 34, 94, 189-90, 192, 195,
196r-202¢
numerals, reading, 189-90
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Ibn al-Wardi see Index of Authors
Ibrihim, ‘Abd al-Latif, 11
Dirasat fi al-kutub wa-al-maktabat

al-islamiya, 11

Ibrahim ibn Jami‘a, 136, 161-2, 218

Ibrahim b. ‘Umar Sarim al-Din, 57, 73¢

Ihya’ uliim al-din (al-Ghazali) see Index of
Book Titles

In an Antique Land (Ghosh, Amitav), 203

inheritance, 95, 97, 120

institution, use of term, 5

inventories, 13-14, 85, 87, 97, 119, 174,
182-3

Is‘af al-Nashashibi Library, Jerusalem, 215,
217

Islamic Museum, Jerusalem, 2, 14, 105, 106

al-Jahiz, 151
al-Jam“bayna al-sabibayn see Index of Book
Titles
Jamal al-Din Mahmad al-Ustadar, 12, 81, 85,
136, 154,162,218
James I (king), 193
Jawdhir al-ngud (al-Asyuti), 168, 191
Jefferson, Rebecca, 82
Jerusalem, 24-7, 31
book ownership, 182—4
book trajectories in, 159-607, 161
bureaucracy, 108, 207
citadel (“Tower of David’), 105
document preservation, history of, 105-6
economy of book ownership, 166, 175-87
economy, 61
endowments in, 25-7, 3648, 61, 90
estate management, 967
household archives, 94
libraries, 9-10, 134-6, 182—-4,215-17
literacy, 79,107-8, 109, 161, 165, 204-8
living expenses, 178-9
property rentals, 74
religious significance, 25
salaries/wealth in, 74, 76
scholars, 26-7, 152
size, 72
society, 32-4, 61,76
Tiz Mausoleum, 26
Jewish libraries, 182
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Kadi und seine Zeugen, Der (Miller,
Christian), 18, 354

Khadija (daughter of Burhan al-Din), 66, 68

Khalidiya library, 10, 215, 217

Khalil b. Kaykaldi see Index of Authors

khangabs, 5

khizana, 139

knowledge economy, 207

Krimsti, Feras, 12

Lambourne, Elizabeth
Abrabam’s Luggage, 8

libraries, 2, 5, 208
Abt al-Su‘ad family, 105
Aleppo, 12
analysis, 126
Agsa Mosque, 106, 215-17
author, 204
Bavrian priests’, 8
Bilad al-Shiam, 133, 140, 2034
book endowments, 61
book storage, 139-40
book trajectories, 155
British, 7, 8
Budayriya library, 10, 215, 217
Cairo, 12,173,210
catalogues, 110-11
chronological distribution of works,

150¢-1

document-based archaeology, 11-13
endowed, 204, 210
estate inventories, 13
Fatimid Cairo, 210
French, 7
history of, 210
Holy Roman Empire, 7
Iberian, 8, 182
Ibn “‘Abd al-Hadji, 2, 137, 141
Ibrahim ibn Jami‘a, 136
Is‘af al-Nashashibi Library, 215, 217
Jamal al-Din Mahmud al-Ustadar, 12
Jerusalem, 9-10, 134-6, 182-4, 215-17
Jewish, 182
Khilidiya, 10, 215, 217
Koran-linked titles, 142
Louvre royal, 7, 11n
monolingualism, 152
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Muhyi al-Din Yahya b. Husayn al-Turki,
135
National Library of Israel, 215, 217
prestige, 132, 138-40, 204
Qanisawh al-Ghawri, 12
regional profiles, 152
RifaTya, 11
San Lorenzo de El Escorial, 12n
scholarly, 137
size, 7-8
studying, 208, 209-10
terminology, 126
thematic categories, 141-53
Umayyad Cordoba, 210
Uzbakiya Library, 215
‘Abbasid Baghdad, 210
see also Ashrafiya library; Burhan al-Din,
library of; Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, library of
Library of a Fourteenth Century Jerusalem
Scholar, The (Haarmann, Ulrich), 18
Liebrenz, Boris, 84, 192
Lisan al-arab, 170
literacy, 2, 3, 5, 107-8, 165, 204-8; see also
pragmatic literacy
Little, Donald, 14, 15, 16, 23, 27, 46
Catalogue, 188
Haram al-sharif document corpus, 81, 118
marsim documents, 52
Mufradat, 112
numerals, reading, 187, 188, 189, 190
sale booklet of the estate of Burhan al-Din,
112
siyaga script, 187, 188, 190, 196£-202¢
tied documents, 112
yaqutlu documents, 53
living expenses, 178-80
Livingston, Daisy, 83, 84
Lost Archive (Rustow, Marina), 3
Louvre royal library, 7
al-Luma“(Ibn Jinni) see Index of Book Titles
Lutfi, Huda, 188
Luz, Nimrod, 72
Lyons, Martin, 15, 16

madrasas, S
Mahmiid Kamil (son of Burhin al-Din), 65,
66, 68, 69,70, 98, 100, 126, 337
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Mahmud al-Subi (son of Burhan al-Din),
68-9, 98,100, 101, 339
maintenance payments, 95, 98
al-Makki
Qiit al-qulib see Index of Book Titles
Mailik b. Anas see Index of Authors
Muwatta’ see Index of Book Titles
al-Malik al-Zahir Baybars, 86
al-Malik al-Zahir Jaqmaq, 86
al-Malik al-Zahir Khushqadam, 86
Mamluk, use of term, 5-6, 7
Mamluk period, 6
Mamluk Studies, 5-6, 62, 207
Mandaqib Umar see Index of Book Titles
Manstetten, Paula, 5
Mansiiri Ribat, 25, 36, 377
manuscript notes, 217-18
Magamat (al-Hariri) see Index of Book Titles
al-Maqarr al-Nasiri, 288
al-Maqrizi, 84
marsum documents, 52
Maryam al-Ramiya, 71, 72, 92
Maryam bt. ‘Umar (wife of Burhan al-Din),
64, 65, 67,91, 349
materiality, 207-8
mausolea, 5
al-Mawardi see Index of Authors
Adab al-dunyi wa-al-din see Index of
Book Titles
medieval, use of term, 6-7
Merits of Jerusalem (Fada’il al-Quds), 146
micro-history, 8-9, 13, 203
Mills, Simon, 12
Molitoris, Johannes, 8
money-changers, 123-4
Mufassal f7 al-nabw (al-Zamakhshari) see
Index of Book Titles
Muhammad, Prophet, 146
Muhammad (son of Burhan al-Din), 68, 69,
98, 101, 335
Muhammad b. Husayn b. ‘Abd al-Haqq, 184
Muhammad al-Husbani, 101
Muhammad (Ibn) “‘Asha see Index of Buyers
Muhammad b. Muhammad, 128, 184
Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Nassaj, 184
Muhammad al-Nasiri, 154, 158
Muhammad al-Qassab, 72
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Muhammad al-Safadi, 42, 91, 347
Muhammad al-Sakakini see Index of Buyers
Muhammad b. al-Walid al-Turtashi
Siraj al-mulitk see Index of Book Titles
Muhammad b. Yanus, 178
Muhammad al-Zaydi see Index of Buyers
al-Muhasibi
al-Ri‘dya li-hugiq Allab see Index of Book
Titles
Muhibb al-Din, 162
Mubhyi al-Din Yahya b. Husayn al-Turki,
135, 140, 149, 176-7, 182, 184-6
Mujam (Ibn Hajar), 84
Muiller, Christian, 16, 17-18, 23, 27, 29, 33,
42
Haram al-sharif document corpus, 81, 11
Kadi und seine Zeugen, Der, 18, 354
marsum documents, 52
numerals, reading, 188
sale booklet of the estate of Burhan al-Din,
112
trustees, 95, 101
yaqulu documents, 53
multiple part-time reciters, 34-5
al-Mutanabbi see Index of Authors
Diwan see Index of Book Titles
Munwatta’(Malik b. Anas) see Index of Book
Titles

Nafisa, 87

Nahray b. Nissim archives, 94

Nakamachi, Nobutaka, 32

Nasir al-Din al-Ghazawi, 123

Nasir al-Din al-Ghazzi, 154, 158, 159

Nasir al-Din al-Hamawi, 76, 87, 324, 333

Nasir al-Din Muhammad b. Bahadar, 216,
288

al-Nisir Muhammad b. Qalawan (sultan),
26, 86,193

National Library of Israel, 215, 217

al-Nawadir al-sultaniya (Ibn Shaddad) see
Index of Book Titles

al-Nawawi see Index of Authors

Rawdat al-talibin wa-‘umdat al-muftin,

129-30, 145, 163, 176, 180, 215, 216

Negotiating Mughal Law (Chatterjee,
Nandini), 8
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Neumann, Christoph, 173
Nibdyat al-arab (al-Nuwayri), 191
Northrup, Linda, 14, 15, 16, 112
notary witnesses, 33
numerals, reading, 166, 187-202¢
al-Nuwayri

Nibdyat al-arab, 191

Olszowy-Schlanger, Judith, 181
Onimus, Clément, 63
organisations, use of term, 5
Ottoman court registers, 173
ownership notes, 217-18

paper, 92
parchment, 92
Pascual, Jean-Paul, 150, 173-4
patronage, 3, 5, 49-50, 53, 62, 209
artistic, 63
personal stipends, 49, 50-6, 63—4, 77,
209
see also endowments
payment orders, 434
personal stipends, 49, 50-6, 63—4, 77, 209
Petry, Carl
Civilian Elite of Cairo, 32
Pfeffel, Ulrich, 8
politics, 62—4
popular preachers, 34
post-canonical padith transmission, 144
pragmatic literacy, 2-3, 19, 79-80, 107-8,
109, 206-7
documentary networks, 290
household archives, 94
prestige libraries, 132, 138-40, 204
Burhan al-Din, 138-40

al-Qadi Iyad b. Masa al-Yahsubi see Index of
Authors
al-Shifa’ bi-tarif buqiq al-Mustafa see
Index of Book Titles
al-Qalqashandi
Subb al-a‘sha, 191
Qanisawh al-Ghawri (sultan), 12
Qubbat al-khazna, 67, 80, 204
al-Qushayri see Index of Authors
Risalat see Index of Book Titles
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Quit al-qulib (al-Makki) see Index of Book
Titles

Rawdat al-talibin wa-‘umdat al-muftin
(al-Nawawi), 129-30, 145, 163, 176,
180, 215, 216
recitation, 37, 51
mi‘ad sessions, 37-9
multiple part-time reciters, 34-5
Salahiya Khangqah, 45
Reier, Benedikt, 12, 85
al-Ri‘dya li-hugiiq Allah (al-Muhisibi) see
Index of Book Titles
Richards, Donald, 16, 41, 188
RifaTya library, 11
Risalat (al-Qushayri) see Index of Book Titles
Rise of the Arabic Book (Gruendler, Beatrice),
3
Romanov, Maxim, 152
Rami numerals, 193-4
Rustow, Marina, 3, 62, 83

Sabra, Adam, 179-80
al-Safadi, Muhammad, 42, 91
al-Sahib (al-Bukhari) see Index of Book
Titles
Salah al-Din, 146, 216
Salihiya Khangqah, 37z, 45, 72, 74
Salama b. Abi Bakr al-Fariqani, 56, 59, 73¢
Salameh, Khader, 16-17
sale booklet of the estate of Burhin al-Din, 2,
19, 28, 106, 110-11, 291¢, 292
accounting, 123-4, 125
accounts sheet, 118
analysis, 213-69
annotated list, 218—69
archival genealogy, 89
archival practices, 78-9
archival sites, 88-95
auction community, 153-5, 156-9
book counting, 126-30¢
book identification, 214-18
book list, 121-2, 124-5
buyers list, 122, 123, 124
codicological units (of books), 128,
129-30
completeness, 118

391

construction, 115-17
daftar format, 112-13, 116
debtors’ list, 117, 293
documentary context, 118-26
documentary practices, 78, 111-18
edition of, 270-86
household objects, 120-1
ink, 115
lots (of books), 127-8
materiality, 112-13
notation system, 166
page organisation, 113-14, 122
payment details, 123
post-auction trajectory of books, 158
preservation, 115
purpose, 118-26, 130
scribe, 96, 100, 122-3, 129, 213
sheet-numbering, 117
strikethroughs, 292, 293
strings, 112
symbols, 117
tied documents, 112
titles (of books), 127-8
uniqueness of, 78, 135
variety of objects, 169
see also book prices, estate of Burhan
al-Din
San Lorenzo de El Escorial library, 12n
al-Sarfani, 154, 158
Sari al-Din, 27, 33, 35, 81, 85
Sarim al-Din Ibrihim al-Nasiri, 325, 351
al-SayfI Bulat, 154, 155, 158, 218
Schenda, Rudolf, 13-14
scholarly libraries, 137
scholars, 324, 35, 48
School Library Book Lists in Ming and Qing
Local Gazetteers (Dennis, Joseph), 110
secret codes, 195
Shams al-Din Muhammad al-Adhra, 95-6,
97,98-101, 119, 120, 121, 123, 124,
213,290, 291, 333
Shams al-Din Muhammad al-Karaki, 156
Shams al-Din Muhammad al-Sayrafi, 95-6,
99, 100, 290, 292-3
Shams al-Din al-Tanisi see Index of Buyers
Sharaf al-Din Isa b. Ghanim, 81, 85, 88, 104,
135
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Sharh al-Alfiya (Ahmad Ibn al-Rassas) see
Index of Book Titles

al-Sharif al-Dallal, 301, 314

al-Shatibiya (Abu al-Qasim b. Firruh
al-Shatibi) see Index of Book Titles

Shatzmiller, Maya, 166, 171

al-Shifa’ bi-ta‘rif buqiiq al-Mustafa (al-Qadi

Iyad b. Msa al-Yahsubi) see Index of
Book Titles
Shihib al-Din Ahmad b. Ahmad Ibn
al-Bawwaib, 288, 337, 341, 342, 348
Shihib al-Din Ahmad b. Ahmad b. Is3, 70,
100
Shihiab al-Din Ahmad al-Kutubi, 156
Shihab al-Din Ahmad al-Misti, 156
Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Sayf al-Din, 58
Shihib al-Din Ahmad b. Shadi, 56, 73¢,
346
Shihab al-Din Ahmad al-Yaghmari, 87
Shihab al-Din Haydar, 55, 57, 73¢
Shihib al-Din al-Mu’adhdhin, 288
Shihib al-Din Muthbit, 288
Shirin bt. ‘Abd Allah (wife of Burhan
al-Din), 1, 65, 66-7, 88, 97, 99,
100
household objects, purchase of, 66-7,
111,120
maintenance payments, 344, 345
personal archive, 93, 94, 100
Siraj al-mulitk (Muhammad b. al-Walid
al-Turtashi) see Index of Book Titles
siydqa numerals, 190-1, 195
siyaga script, 187, 188, 1901, 196£-202¢
social elite, 33, 63-4
social practices, 3
social status, 138-9, 177-8, 180, 182—4
society, 324, 61-4, 166, 207
statehood, 3-4, 208
stipends, 49, 50-6, 63-4, 77, 209
strikethroughs, 292, 293
strings, 113
sub-contracting, 35, 42-3
Subb al-a‘sha (al-Qalqashandi), 191
sufism, 47
al-Suhrawardi see Index of Authors
Awarif al-ma‘arif see Index of Book
Titles
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Summary, The, 158
Syria, 179

al-Tabari, 151

al-Tabsira (Ibn al-Jawzi) see Index of Book
Titles

Taghri W-r-m-sh see Index of Buyers

Tajrid al-sibah see Index of Book Titles

Tarikh ma‘alim al-masjid al-Agsa
(al-Uzbaki, Yusuf), 218

Tarikh al-maktabat al-‘arabiya (Barakat,
Bashir), 219

Tiz, Sayf al-Din, 26

Taz Mausoleum, 26, 37¢, 40, 72

teachers, 35, 44

al-Tha‘alibi see Index of Authors

al-Fasih see Index of Book Titles
tied documents, 112
trustees, 95-100, 101

wulama’, the, 32-3
al-“Ulaymi, Mujir al-Din, 31, 90
al-Uns al-jalil, 31, 167
‘Umar Zajjij see Index of Buyers
Umayyad Cordoba library, 210
Umm Muhammad (mother of Fatima bt.
‘Abd Allah b. Fahd al-Khalili), 69,
100
al-Uns al-jalil (al-“Ulaymi, Mujir al-Din),
31,167
al-Uzbaki, Yusuf
Tarikh ma‘alim al-masjid al-Agsa, 218
Uzbakiya Library, Jerusalem, 215

van Steenbergen, Jo, 4, 6, 62, 83

Walker, Bethany, 63
weighted coinage, 123—4
Wizarat al-awqaf collection, Cairo, 80
writing, 2-3, 204, 206-7
Arabic alphanumerical notation systems,
187-8
Arabic documentary numerals, 187, 188,
191-202¢
diwani numerals, 191-2, 195
Greek/Coptic/Rami/burif al-zimam

numerals, 193-4
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numerals, reading, 187-202¢
secret codes, 195
siydqa numerals, 190-1
styaqa script, 187, 188, 190-1,
196¢-202¢
Wynter-Stoner, Kyle, 12, 136, 162

Yalbugha b. ‘Abd Allah, 184
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yaqulu documents, 53

Zahr al-adab (al-Husri) see Index of Book
Titles
al-Zamakhshari see Index of Authors
Mufassal fi al-nabw see Index of Book
Titles
Zayn al-Din, 333
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This index does not reflect the varying degrees of certainty for identifying an author (this is
reflected in the entries in Chapter 7).

Numbers in bold refer to the entry number in Chapter 7 (book 1...);
other numbers refer to page numbers
Entries followed by # indicate pages with a table
Entries followed by n refer to footnote(s) on the page indicated

‘Abd al-Ghani al-Maqdisi, 57 al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi, 87
‘Abd al-Karim b. ‘Abd al-Nar al-Halabi, Hamd Ibn al-Khattab, 66

42 al-Hariri, 26, 194, 267, 151¢
‘Abd al-Rahim b. Muhammad al-Shifi, Harith al-Mubhaisibi, 40

258b al-Humaydi Muhammad, 24
Abt al-Layth al-Samarqandi, 117 al-Husayn al-Halimi, 173
Abt Nu‘aym al-Isfahani, 81 Husayn al-Hamadani, 23
Ahmad b. “Abd Allih al-Tabari, 242 al-Husayn Ibn Khamis, 159

Ahmad b. “Abd al-Rahman al-Magqdisi, 100, al-Husri al-Qayrawani, 51
152

Ahmad al-Fayyami, 92 Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam, 239
Ahmad Ibn al-Rassas, 113, 228, 152 Ibn al-‘Arabi, 70, 161
‘Ali b. “‘Abd al-Ghani, 181a Ibn Faris, 80, 141
‘Ali al-Qayrawani, 187b Ibn Farak, 55

Ibn al-Hajib ‘Uthman, 39
al-Baghawi, 105 Ibn Ishag/Ibn Hisham, 80, 141, 211, 240a
al-Bukhar, 1, 46, 47, 78, 130, 145 Ibn Jinni, 189

Ibn al-Kharrat al-Ishbili, 5
al-Dirini, 184 Ibn Milik, 181b

Ibn al-Mubarak, 116
Fadl Allah al-Kirmani, 56 Ibn Mu‘ti al-Zawawi, 82
Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, 52, 53, 115a, 115b, Ibn Nubita ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, S8

246, 151¢ Ibn Nubita ‘Abd al-Rahim, 28

al-Farisi Aba “Ali, 27 Ibn Nubata al-Misri, 58, 148

Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziya, 201b
al-Ghazali, 102, 109, 142b, 146, 193, 221, Ibn Qutayba, 55
241, 262, 265b, 151¢ Ibn al-Salah al-Shahrazari, 224, 144-5
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Ibn Shaddad Baha’ al-Din, 48, 49, 146, 216
Ibn al-Wardi ‘Umar, 71, 148
Ismia‘Tl b. Muhammad al-Isfahiani, 111

al-Kalabadhi, 34
Khalil b. Kaykaldi, 38, 152

Malik b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Maliqi, 143
Mailik b. Anas, 93, 225

al-Mawardi, 25, 41

Muhammad b. Abi Bakr al-Khubaysi, 256
Muhammad b. Abi al-Qasim Fakhr al-Din, 6
Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Makki, 245
Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Shafi, 206
Muhammad b. Yahya, 88

Muslim al-Nisabari, 151, 229, 235
al-Mutanabbi, 132, 133

Nasir al-Din Kirmani, 178
al-Nawawi, 7, 11, 43, 142a, 197, 231, 129,
151¢, 215

al-Qadi Tyad, 4, 64, 163, 169, 230, 237
al-Qazwini Ibrahim, 62

al-Quda‘i Muhammad, 186

al-Qudari Ahmad, 16, 204

al-Qushayri ‘Abd al-Karim, 8, 195, 185n

al-Rifi ‘Abd al-Karim, 44, 122a
Razin b. Mu‘awiya al-‘Abdari, 50, 121, 122b

al-Saghani al-Hasan, 163

Sahl b. Hartan, 196b

al-Shitibi, 29, 67

al-Shirazi Ibrahim, 63, 265a

Sibt Ibn al-Jawzi, 45, 57, 72, 75, 120, 134,
208, 212, 216, 220, 185n

al-Suhrawardi, 104, 106

al-Tahawi Ahmad, 31

al-Tha‘libi, 133

Tha‘lab, 68, 98b, 112, 166, 147
al-Tirmidhi, 200a

al-Turtashi Muhammad, 119, 153, 185n

al-Wahidi, 102

al-Yafi7 ‘Abd Allah, 203
Yahya al-Qurtubi, 160
Yahya al-Sarsari, 10

al-Zamakhshari, 2, 156, 176
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On the problematic nature of ‘titles’ see our remarks in Chapter 5

(The Profile of a Prestige Library, p.141ff.).

Numbers in bold refer to the entry number in Chapter 7 (book 1...);
other numbers refer to page numbers
Entries followed by n refer to footnote(s) on the page indicated
Entries followed by # indicate a page with a table

al-Adab, 99b

Adab al-dunya wa-al-din, 25, 41, 149
al-Adbkar, 11, 231

al-Abkam, 76

Akbbar Fasih al-kalam, 89

Akbbar Makka, 205

al-Akbbar fi fawd’id al-akbyar, 34
al-Akbtar wa-al-miban, 138
al-Alftya, 181b, 147,159

al-Amali, 213, 125n

‘Aqa’id al-Ghazali, 221

al-Arba‘in al-Wad aniya, 252, 144n
Asds al-baldgha, 2

Asrar al-tanzil, 246

Athar al-safar, 84

Awarif al-ma‘arif, 104, 106, 147, 175
al-Azhari, 175a

al-‘Azizi, 152, 270b

al-Badr al-munir fi al-ta‘bir, 100, 152n
al-Baghawi, 222
al-Buldan, 250

al-Dala’il, 77
Dala’il al-abkam, 48

Diwan, 94

Diwan Ibn Nubata, S8, 97

Diwan al-khutab, 6

Diwan al-Mutanabbi, 132, 133, 148

Diwan shir, 17,219

Diwan al-Wardz, 71

Dua’,22a

al-Durra al-fakbira fi kashf ‘ulim al-dkbira,
146

al-Durra al-farida, 23

Fada’il al-dimma, 12, 146
Fada’il al-a‘mal, 215
Fada’il al-Quds, 13
al-Fasih, 68, 98b, 166, 147
al-Fath, 137

Futah Misr, 239, 146
Futith al-Shim, 248, 146
al-Futihat, 161, 146

Gharib al-Qurin, 65
al-Ghunya, 237

al-Hadith, 101
Hawdishi al-Alfiya, 253
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al-Husriya, 181a

al-Idahb, 27
al-Ifsab, 30a, 86
al-Ihtimam, 42
al-Thya’, 262, 186
al-Irshad, 9b, 254
al-Isharat, 200b
Ltida’, 37

al-Jam* bayna al-sabihayn, 24, 236, 186
Jawahir al-kalam, 185

Jawahir al-Qur'an, 109
Jawdami‘al-figar wa-lawami‘al-fikar, 56
al-Jihad, 9a

Juz’fi al-tarikh, 183

Kanz al-abrar, 70

Karrasayn, 191

Kashf al-aqa’iq wa-al-haga’iq, 264

Kashf ‘ulim al-dkhira, 146

al-Kashshaf, 156

Khatma, 139

al-Khutab, 28

Kbhutab Ibn al-Jawzi, 120, 220

Kitab, 147, 125n, 174n

Kitab fi al-arnd, 174

Kitab al-Fusul, 82,219

Kitab Hikayat al-salibin, 203

Kitab al-Isharat, 196a

Kitab kbarm, 164, 125n, 174n

Kitab al-ta‘abbud, 99a

Kitab tibb, 90, 140, 125n

Kutub, 96

Kutub kbarm, 95,165, 218, 125n, 127n,
174n

Latd’if al-isharat, 8
al-Luma*, 189, 122n, 147

al-Madkbal, 69
al-Mabdawi, 266
al-Mabsul, 115b
Majma“al-babrayn, 232

Majmi’, 22b, 83, 98a, 155, 171, 255, 125n

Majmifi al-hadith, 177, 125n
Majmii kabir, 154, 125n

Majmia lugha, 79, 125n

Majmi turki, 179, 125n, 152

Manafi‘ al-Qurin, 202

Mandqib al-abrir, 159

Manaqib al-abbab, 206

Mandgib Umar, 57, 146

Manasik, 240b

Mantigq, 162, 125n

al-Magamat, 26, 194, 267, 140, 148, 175

al-Masabih, 105

Masabih al-sunna, 222

Masa’il al-kbilaf, 259

al-Masa’il al-maknina, 87

al-Masharig, 163, 125n

Mashariq al-anwar, 64

Matla“al-Nayyirayn, 168

Mawi 7z, 91

Mawalid, 59, 61, 243

al-Miftab li-abl al-Din wa-al-saliah, 54

Mirat al-zaman fi tarikh al-a‘yan, 45

al-Mudbish, 212, 125n, 185¢

al-Mufassal fi al-nabw, 176, 147, 159

al-Mubadhdbab, 63,172, 265a

al-Mubarrar, 44, 122a

Mubyi al-qulib, 158

al-Mujalasat, 112

al-Mukbtar, 234

Mukhbtar ‘uyin al-hikayat, 208

Mukhbtasar Ibn al-Hajib, 39

Mukbtasar Muslim, 229

Mukhtasar al-Qudiri, 16

Mulakbkbas al-Razi, 53

Mu’nis al-nafs, 269

al-Muntakhbab, 115a

al-Muntaqa, 15

al-Musalsalat, 110, 144n

Mushaf, 18, 19, 21, 35, 108, 125, 131,
145,167, 180, 182, 190, 207, 273, 143,
171

Mushkil al-sabibayn, 38, 152n

Mushkil al-hadith, 55

al-Mustajad, 193

al-Muwattd, 93, 225, 145

al-Najm, 209
Nasa’im al-ashar, 178, 152
al-Nasikh wa-al-mansikh, 36
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al-Nawadir al-sultiniya, 49, 146, 215-17 Sharh al-Tanbih, 197
Sharbayn al-Hajibiya, 114

Qira’at Warsh, 188 al-Sharisht, 107
Qissat Yiisuf, 238 al-Shatibiya, 29, 67, 175, 180
Qudiri, 204 Shiar al-din, 66
al-Qurian, 20, 123, 124, 126, 128, 129, al-Shifa’ bi-ta‘rif buqiiq al-Mustafa, 4, 169,

130, 148, 143,171 230, 148
Qiit al-qulib, 245, 146 al-Shibab, 186

Shu‘ab al-iman, 173

Rab‘a sharifa, 14 Sitfat al-janna wa-al-nar, 81
Rébat al-qulib, 85, 152 al-Sira, 80, 141, 211, 240a
al-Raqa’iq, 5 Siraj al-muluk, 119, 153, 149, 185¢
Rawd al-rayabin fi hikdyat al-salibin, Strat al-Iskandart, 103

203 Sirr al-arwah, 269
al-Rawda, 43, 129 Siyar al-salaf, 111
al-Rawdat, 257 Subul al-kbayrat, 160
Rawdat al-kbatir, 214
al-Ri‘dya li-bugiq Allab, 40, 146 al-Tabagat, 73
al-Risila al-Fayyimiya, 92 Tabagat al-qurra’, 271, 127n
al-Risila al-Halabiya f7 al-tariga al-Tabsira, 75, 134, 223, 147

al-Mubammadiya, 201b al-Tadbkira, 32, 135
al-Risala al-Qushayri, 195, 146, 147, 177, al-Tafsir, 149, 244

185¢ Tabarat al-qulih wa-al-kbudi* li-allam
Riyad al-salibin, 7, 215 al-ghuyiib, 184

al-Tahdhbib, 142a, 251

Safina, 187a Tabrir al-tanbih, 242
al-Safwa, 136, 125n al-Ta iz, 258b
Sabih al-Bukbari, 1, 46, 47,78, 130, 176, Tajrid, 122b, 258a, 174

180 Tajrid al-sibah, 50, 121, 174
Sabibh Muslim, 151, 235 al-Talfig, 201a
al-Sarsari, 10 al-Taliq, 88
Shajarat al-agl, 196b Tanbih, 33,170
Shamda’il al-Nabi, 200a Tanbib al-ghafilin, 117
Shams al-matalib, 60 al-Tanzil, 249
Sharh al-Alfiya, 113,199, 227, 228, 147, Tarikh, 74

152n Tarikh Baghdad, 247
Sharb al-Athar, 31 Tartkh Misr, 217
Sharb al-burif al-jami“bayna al-Grif wa-al-  al-Taysir, 175b

marif, 62 Thamarat al-ikblas, 157
Sharb al-Isfabini, 30b
Sharh al-Isharat, 52 al-Ulnf wa-al-arwah, 118
Sharb al-Khubaysi, 256 Ulam al-badith, 224, 144
Sharh al-Mufassal, 226, 147 al-Umda, 260, 263
Sharh Mukbtasar al-Isfabini, 3 Uns al-nufiis, 72
Sharh Muslim, 150, 268 Usul al-Din, 233

Sharb al-sunna, 222,272 Uyiin al-akhbar, 210
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al-Wajiz, 241

al-Wajiz f al-figh, 192

al-Wagqf, 261

al-Waqf wa-al-ibtida’, 198
al-Wasila, 270a

al-Wasit, 102, 127, 142b, 265b, 124
al-Witriya, 143

Yagutat al-mawa‘iz, 216
Yatimat al-Dabr, 133

Zad al-musdfir, 144
Zabral-adab, 51, 148
Zabhr al-hadd’iq, 187b
al-Zubd wa-al-raqi’iq, 116
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This index does not reflect the varying degrees of certainty for identifying a buyer
(this is reflected in the entries in Chapter 7).

Numbers in bold refer to the entry number in Chapter 7 (buyer 1...);
other numbers refer to page numbers
Entries followed by n refer to footnote(s) on the page indicated

‘Abd Allah al-Firyabi, 53, 177n, 302, 309,
318

‘Abd al-‘Azim al-$Z’igh, 83, 296, 305, 319

‘Abd al-Rahmin b. Ahmad al-Ghazzi, 65,
157,178, 303, 310

‘Abd al-Rahman b. “Ali Ibn al-Naqib Zayn
al-Din al-Hanafi, 44, 52n, 124n, 302, 310,
315

‘Abd al-Rahman al-Iskandari, 38, 304, 316

‘Abd al-Rahman al-Qarawi al-Maghribi, 66,
297,303, 308, 315,317

‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Umar al-Qibabi
al-Maqdisi al-Hanbali, 49, 302, 310, 315

‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Zayn, 22, 178, 304,
316

Abt Bakr b. Ibrahim al-Sarfani al-Shafi, 4,
124, 154, 158, 177, 302, 314, 335, 339

Aba Bakr b. ‘Uthmin Taqi al-Din
al-Hawrani al-Hanafi, 63, 296, 303, 319

Abt Yazid al-‘Ajami, 80, 122, 156, 305

Ahmad b. Ahmad Shihib al-Din, 24, 124,
289,297, 304, 309, 318, 337, 341, 342,
348

Ahmad b. “Ali Ibn al-Naqib Shihab al-Din,
45,298, 302, 310, 315, 318

Ahmad b. Ibrihim b. Shidha Shihab al-Din,
23, 304, 310, 316

Ahmad b. Muhammad Shihab al-Din
al-Misri, 68, 156, 288, 295, 303, 319

Ahmad b. Muhammad Shihib al-Din Ibn al-
Mubhandis, 11, 124n, 154, 155, 158, 151,
177,216, 296, 302, 308, 317

Ahmad b. Muhammad Shihab al-Din (Ibn
al-) Muthbit, 78, 288, 297, 304, 308, 315,
317

Ahmad b. Muhammad b. ‘Uthman Shams
al-Din al-Khalili, 12, 295, 302, 319

Ahmad al-Qaramani, 77, 292n, 298, 303,
309, 318

Ahmad al-Saqqa, 81, 305, 316

Ahmad Shihib al-Din al-Kutubi, 29, 156,
296, 304, 319

“Ali al-Bawwab, 82, 305, 316

‘Ali Ibn al-Hamawi, 48, 297, 302, 309,
317

‘Ali Ibn al-Naqib ‘Ala” al-Din al-Hanafi, 6,
155, 177n, 227, 235, 297, 302, 308, 317

‘Al b. Ibrahim al-ShafiT al-Rabbawiya, 36,
296, 304, 316, 319

‘Ali al-Qalyabi, 54, 177n, 296, 303, 310, 315,
318

‘Ali b. Raslin, 25, 298, 304, 310, 318

‘Ali b. ‘Uthman “Ala’ al-Din al-Hawari
al-Shafiv, 59, 295, 303, 315, 319
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Badr al-Din Ibn Qasim, 69, 301n, 303n

Bulat/Bulag Sayf al-Din, 3, 154, 155, 158,
177n, 218, 226, 296, 302, 314, 319

Burhin al-Din b. Qasim, 10, 124n, 177, 296,
302,315, 319

Burhin al-Din al-Sallati, 16, 297, 304, 309,
316,317

Hamdin Sharaf al-Din al-Zar/al-Zari, 76,
177n, 298, 303, 309, 316, 318

Hasan b. Msa Badr al-Din Ibn Makki, 14,
154, 158, 296, 302, 315, 319

Husayn Badr al-Din al-Maliki, 75, 292n, 298,
303, 310, 316

Husayn al-Halabi, 40, 156, 296, 304, 319

Ibn Sharwin, 86, 156, 305

Ibrahim b. Ahmad Burhan al-Din al-Maqdisi
al-ShafiT Ibn Abi Mahmad, 18, 297, 304,
308, 317

Ibrahim Burhan al-Din al-‘Ajami, 56, 296,
303, 308, 317

Ibrahim Burhian al-Din al-Hawrani, 35, 296,
304, 319

Ibrahim al-Harjawi, 72, 297, 301n, 303n,
309, 317

Ibrahim b. al-Hasan Burhin al-Din al-Shafi?
al-‘Arrabi, 33, 157, 304

Ibrahim b. Isma‘il Burhan al-Din
al-Qalqashandyi, 8, 124n, 129, 161, 296,
302,315, 319

‘Isa b. Ahmad Sharaf al-Din al-“Ajlani, 67,
298, 303, 309, 318

Isma‘l wakil al-zawja, 47, 97n, 296, 302

Tyis Fakhr al-Din, 41, 44, 295, 297, 302, 309,
317,318

Jamal al-Din al-Dayri, 71, 303
Junayd al-Kaylani, 43, 297, 302, 309, 318

Khalil b. al-Duwayk Ghars al-Din, 34, 304,
316

Khalil al-Hadithi, 60, 297, 303, 308, 315, 317

Khalil b. Tsa al-‘Ajami al-Bayarti al-Hanafi, 5,
114n, 177,302, 315

Khalil b. Makki Ghars al-Din Ibn “‘Askar, 13,
169, 177n, 295, 302, 315, 318
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Mahmauad b. Ibrahim Jamal al-Din Kamal, 20,
70, 115n, 126, 304, 316

Mahmad b. Khalil Ibn al-Sara’t Zayn al-Din,
58, 114n, 298, 303, 310, 318, 333

Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah Shams al-Din
al-Dayri, 9, 302, 310, 315

Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman Najm
al-Din, 1, 177n, 218-20, 302, 314

Muhammad al-Andalusi, 15, 304, 316

Muhammad (Ibn) ‘Asha, 70, 96, 100, 123,
129, 213, 291, 296, 303, 316, 319

Muhammad b. Bahadar Nasir al-Din
al-Karaki, 2, 154, 158, 177n, 216, 288,
302, 314, 319

Muhammad al-Iskandari, 79, 304, 316

Muhammad b. Ismi‘il Shams al-Din
al-Qalqashandi, 7, 155, 226, 296, 302,
315,319

Muhammad b. Muhammad Nisir al-Din
al-Ghazzi, 57, 123, 154, 158, 159, 295,
303,318

Muhammad b. Nasr Allih Shams al-Din
al-Shafi al-Karaki, 28, 156, 292n, 304,
316

Muhammad b. Sa‘id al-Ansart al-Zawari
al-Shafiv, 55, 297, 303, 309, 317

Muhammad al-Sakakini, 39, 154, 304, 316

Muhammad Shuqayr, 84, 296, 305, 309, 319

Muhammad b. Yanus, 87, 178, 305, 310,
316

Mugbil b. ‘Abd Allih Zayn al-Din al-Shihabi
al-Yaghmari, 64, 297, 303, 309, 317

al-Nasiri al-Dallal, 31, 304, 310, 316
Qisim al-‘Ajami, 52, 297, 302, 317

Shams al-Din al-Azhari, 50, 297, 302, 308,
317

Shams al-Din Ibn al-Qutb, 19, 297, 304,
308,317

Shams al-Din al-Khatib, 21, 304, 310, 316

Shams al-Din (Ibn) al-Mugqri’, 62, 297, 303,
309, 318

Shams al-Din al-Muwaqgqi', 27, 304

Shams al-Din al-Ramli, 74, 303

Shams al-Din al-Tanisi, 30, 157, 178, 304



402 | OWNING BOOKS AND PRESERVING DOCUMENTS

al-Sharif al-Maghribi, 51, 302, 309, 315 ‘Umar al-Zajjaj, 17, 154, 178, 297, 304, 309,
Shihib al-Din Sahlil, 32, 304, 316 318
Shihab al-Din al-Sara’1, 42, 297, 302, 309,
318 Yasuf b. Dhia al-Nan, 46, 302, 315
Yasuf al-Jiti, 37, 297, 304, 309, 318
Taghri W-r-m-sh, 73, 157, 303, 316, 319 Yasuf al-Misri al-Dallal al-Darir, 85, 305,
316

‘Umar b. Ghianim/al-Ghanimi, 61, 296,303,  Yasuf (Ibn) al-Naqib Jamal al-Din 26,
319 304
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See Chapter S (The Profile of a Prestige Library, p. 141ff.) on the problems of ascribing
thematic categories to the sale booklet’s titles. This is in numerous cases not possible at all
and in many cases a very inexact science. The numbers in this index refer to the book
numbers in Chapter 7 (book 1...).

adab, 3,26,30b, 51, 152, 187a, 193/4, 196b,
210, 267, 270b
asceticism, 5, 116
creed, 221
ethics, 7
figh, 259
banafi, 16, 31, 204
maliki, 39
deﬁ‘z_, 424 63,92,122a, 142a/b, 172,
192,197, 241/2, 258b, 265a/b
usitl al-figh, 115a/b
grammar, 27, 82, 113/4, 166, 176, 181b, 199,
226-8, 253, 256
hadith, 24, 31, 38, 42, 48, 50, 55, 64, 70, 101,
105, 110/1, 121, 122b, 177, 186, 222,
224,236, 237?,252
commentary, 150, 268
merits, 215
al-Muwatta, 93, 225
Sahih al-Bukbari, 1,46/7,78
Sabih Muslim, 151, 229, 235
study of, 163, 206
history, 45,56, 74, 183,205,217, 239, 247/8
biography, 49, 73, 111, 178, 271
biography of the Prophet, 80, 141, 211,
240a
merits, 12, 13, 57
ijaza, 37
Koran exegesis, 156, 244, 246
lexicography, 65
recitation, 23, 29, 67, 181a, 188, 198, 261

Study of, 8, 36, 109, 149, 249
Koran (text)
kbatma, 139
mughaf, 18/9, 21,35, 108, 125, 131, 145,
167, 180, 182, 190, 207, 273
quran, 20, 123/4, 126, 128-30, 148
raba, 14
lettrism, 62
lexicography, 65, 68, 79, 89, 98b
logic, 53, 162
medicine, 90, 140
oneiromancy, 100
philosophy, 52
poetry, 3, 17, 30b, 58, 71, 94, 97, 132/3, 174,
219
political thought, 25, 41, 119, 153
prayer, 22a
prophethood, 77
prophet Muhammad, 4, 10, 59, 61, 143,
169, 200a, 230, 243
qisas al-anbiya’, 238
see also biography of the Prophet under
history
rhetoric, 2
rituals, 240b
sermons/paraenesis, 6, 28, 33,75, 91, 117,
120, 134, 160, 170, 187b, 212, 216,
220
sufism, 11, 34, 40, 85, 87, 104, 106, 159, 161,
184, 195, 203, 231, 245, 262
theology, 66, 81, 146, 173, 233
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other numbers refer to page numbers
Entries followed by n refer to footnote(s) on the page indicated

aglam, 21, 80n lafha, 53, 138n

bayt kutub, 37b libaf, 24
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