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gained credence from the fact that their homes
were comparatively near together. In their
simple hearts they were not aware that class
is a wider barrier than miles. There was con-
siderable snow in New Berlin that year—fully
a month before the Christmas holidays, and
several sleighing parties were organized by the
academy students. Douglass always sat close
to Ettie; on the way back they invariably held
hands, and sometimes slyly kissed. Douglass
wrote home enthusiastic accounts of the school,
of his scholastic prospects. His parents were
pleased, for they feared the place might be too
quiet for him, and the social status of his fellow
pupils uncongenial. Ettie likewise wrote home
how happy she was, but as her parents looked
upon the Academy as one of the greatest in-
stitutions of learning on earth, this was to be ex-
pected. The sleighing parties paved the way for
Douglass to invite Ettie to ride with him in a
cutter which he procured from a local livery
stable, while the rest of the young people rode in
the big bobs. In some cases this might have been
frowned on by the faculty, but as the scholastic
standing and general deportment of the young
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