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FIG. 1. Pajute delegation, 1880. From left: Sarah Winnemucca, Chief Winnemucca,
Captain Jim, and an unidentified boy. A number of scholars have identified the
man on the right as Natches, Winnemucca’s brother. Courtesy of National Archives
(75-1P-3-26).



Introduction

Winnemucca’s role as advocate made her the
mightiest word warrior of her time.

— A. LAVONNE BROWN RUOFF

In his groundbreaking collection of Jane Johnston Schoolcrafts writings,
Robert Dale Parker argues: “Indian writers left far more writing than liter-
ary historians imagine. If we look enough, we will find it. So far, we simply
have not looked enough”! Certainly this is the case when it comes to the
public texts by and about the Northern Paiute author and activist Sarah
Winnemucca Hopkins.? Her 1883 Life among the Piutes: Their Wrongs and
Claims was republished in 1994 and is now excerpted in major anthologies
of U.S. literature, signifying interest in her historical legacy and literary
production.’ Nonetheless, there is a paucity of texts available from the bulk
of her public career — those recorded in and created through newspapers.
This collection closes that gap by presenting a selection of newspaper items
by or about Winnemucca, from her 1864 performances in San Francisco to
her death in 1891. The majority of the material dates from the years 1879 to
1887, during which Winnemucca lectured hundreds of times in the eastern
and western United States, published her book, and established a multi-
lingual school for American Indian children.* These news articles, letters
to the editor, advertisements, book reviews, and editorial comments flesh
out the history of one of the nineteenth century’s most important Ameri-
can Indian activists and authors. Because many of the archives are new to
scholars of Winnemucca, they fill numerous holes in her biography, from
the extent of her collaboration with her husband Lewis Hopkins and with
Elizabeth Palmer Peabody to her activism on the lecture circuit and in the



classroom. In presenting them in one volume, we hope to contribute to
the “compassionate criticism” Craig S. Womack calls for, one based upon
archival sources and committed to particular historical moments and events,
yet one with global and comparative implications.’

As this collection makes clear, Winnemucca was well aware of the power
of newspapers; they could both assail her reputation and provide a national
platform for her activism. In the second half of this introduction we consider
in more detail how she negotiated the local and national press, especially
given the news media’s stereotypical images of American Indians. That she
paid attention to the circulation of news about her is suggested by a Febru-
ary 1880 Silver State article claiming that she sent a dispatch “threatening
to have the heart’s blood” of a western editor whose story representing her
as drunk and violent was picked up by New York papers.® She allegedly
threatened the life of a newspaper editor who had reported that she was
drinking after a lecture. This alleged threat led to her arrest.” These instances
are particularly dramatic, but as this collection makes clear, Winnemucca
was not to be trifled with in newsprint.

Given the privileging of the book in literary studies, it is tempting to view
Life among the Piutes as the ultimate achievement of Winnemucca’s career
and to read these newspaper items as supplemental to her book. Certainly
editor Mary Peabody Mann hails its publication as “the first outbreak of
the American Indian in human literature,” and Peabody, who reviews Life
with Helen Hunt Jackson’s A Century of Dishonor, claims that both books
“initiate a new era for the Indians.”® If Winnemucca’s book is viewed in
isolation, then it is understandable why critics such as Philip H. Round
represent her as “ushered into print and polite society” by Peabody and
Mann and to understand the relationship among the women as replicating a
pattern wherein “Euro-American cultural entrepreneurs” claim to discover
American Indian literary works in a manner similar to the discovery of
natural resources.” However, once Life among the Piutes is understood in
the context of Winnemuccass life-long engagement with newspapers and
evolving skills as an activist, it becomes less convincing that her book “ush-
ers” her into print or polite society and more arguable that it is merely an
extension of the intercultural oral and written exchanges that defined her
entire adult life. Winnemucca did not spontaneously enter print in 1883. By
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the time Life was published, she had honed her rhetorical messages based
on thirteen years of sustained media contact and several intensive lecture
series. The newspaper accounts provide a much more nuanced and complete
understanding of Winnemucca’s lecturing content and style; they also serve
as primary documents worthy of analysis in their own right. They can help
contribute to critical conversations within American Indian Studies, such
as what constitutes authorship; authenticity as related to American Indian
identity; the implications of performing American Indian identity to non-
Native audiences; the politics of translation in relation to colonization;
and debates over the implications of American Indian authors advocating
assimilation.'

This collection is not an attempt to provide an exhaustive record of all
newspaper accounts by or about Winnemucca; the large number of articles
and the evolving efforts to make historical newspapers available online
make such a task impossible. We include various articles referenced in
early biographies of Winnemucca as well as newly discovered pieces that
shed light on aspects of her life and literature. We have prioritized those
items that enhance or challenge the existing biographical record, eluci-
date the production and reception of Life among the Piutes, emphasize
Winnemucca’s struggle for favorable and fair newspaper representation of
herself in particular and American Indians in general, and demonstrate her
use of performance and the news media as modes of resistance. The nature
of print media in the second half of the nineteenth century was that much
of the content was reprinted. When it seems noteworthy, we have included
information about where particularly popular articles reappeared.'!

We begin this introduction with a brief overview of Winnemucca’s life
and activism in relation to the newspaper record and then follow with a
consideration of how the newspaper items might best be understood in
the contexts of representation, performance, and resistance. In the three
sections that follow our introduction, we include works both by and about
Winnemucca to reflect our belief that such inclusiveness best represents
the collaborative practices of American Indians in the nineteenth cen-
tury, many of whom worked alongside non-Natives in articulating their
activist agendas. In doing so we depart from the traditions of both the
“as-told-to” narrative and the project that imagines the American Indian
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author existing entirely apart from non-Native communities. Neither
model, we believe, adequately captures the dynamic life and activism of
Sarah Winnemucca.

A Life in Newsprint

Sarah Winnemucca (Thocmetony) was confronted at an early age with
the consequences of a rapid and often violent United States colonialism.
After her birth in or around 1844, she spent her early years living with the
Northern Paiutes — the Numa, as they call themselves —in the stretch of
the Great Basin now known as Nevada. As a member of the band known
as the Kuyuidika-a (Eaters of the Cui-ui, an ancient fish in Pyramid Lake),
Winnemucca grew up in a community that depended on hunting, gathering
pine nuts, and fishing. Her mother, Tuboitony, was the daughter of a Paiute
leader, and Sarah’s father came to be known by whites as Chief Winnemucca,
more a reflection of non-Natives™ attempts to locate authority in a single
figure than an accurate depiction of his stature among Northern Paiutes.'?

Sarah was only a young girl when non-Natives, seeking land and gold,
began to enter Northern Paiute territory. Disasters followed: diseases like
Asiatic cholera decimated the tribe in 1849 and 1850, hundreds starved over
the winter of 1859-60, and Sarah’s mother, baby brother, and other relatives
were killed at the Mud Lake Massacre in 1865."> One source reports that
two-thirds of the Indigenous Paiute population was killed during the Con-
tact Era.'* According to Winnemucca’s lectures and Life among the Piutes,
Sarah’s grandfather continued to favor reconciliation, sharing a traditional
story about whites as the tribe’s “long-looked for brothers” who had once
been separated from them."® His relationship with whites was evident in his
alliance with Captain John C. Frémont, his participation in the Mexican-
American War, and his decision to send Sarah and her sister to live with
Major William Ormsby and his family in Genoa when she was about thir-
teen.'® His decision was influenced in part by one result of colonialism: game
had been depleted by white colonizers.'” By then, when Sarah worked as a
housekeeper and companion for various white families, she was fluent in
both Spanish and English. In Life among the Piutes she describes attending
a convent school in San Jose after her grandfather’s death in 1859, though
she claims her education at the convent was cut short by the prejudice of
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other students’ parents.'® She noted her fluency in three Native languages
and went on to serve as an interpreter on many occasions.’

Sarah Winnemucca’s first appearances on stage were likely a response
to the economic plight the Northern Paiutes faced due to colonialism. Her
stage career began in the mining town of Virginia City, Nevada, in 1864. In
between performances, she, her father, and her sister ElIma rode through
the streets in elaborate attire comprised of leather and feather headdresses.
Well-versed in English, Sarah interpreted her father’s speeches for the audi-
ence. Soon after, the three performed at the Metropolitan Theatre in San
Francisco. Their show was advertised as an illustration of “Indian Life”
and was intended to cater to Anglo expectations of Indianness: the troupe
again sported headdresses and buckskin, and in one performance the family
reenacted the Pocahontas legend.”® According to a woman who claimed to
know Winnemucca’s father well, when she asked him why he performed in
“white man’s ways,” he replied by telling “the story of his people’s poverty,
their suffering for food, and the cause of the distress upon them.”*!

As Winnemuccass skills in negotiating the news media evolved, she became
increasingly focused on resistance. Her literary debut came in the form of
a letter to Indian Commissioner Ely Samuel Parker in April 1870. Harper’s
Weekly described it as a testament to the need for humane treatment of
the Indians; even if Sarah Winnemucca did not exist, “its statements will
still remain as the plea and protest of thousands of the Indians”** The
fact that her words could be so easily marshaled as language of the larger
Indian reform movement demonstrates her ability to tap into a rhetoric
that the eastern reformers embraced. The letter resembled many of her
future complaints, detailing the agents’ abuse of power and displaying the
sarcasm that pervades Life among the Piutes. The letter also established her
common theme that if the Indians were well treated, they would become
“educated” in English and non-Native ways. Yet she does not altogether
accept the whites’ description of the Northern Paiutes: “the savage, as he
is called to-day, will be a law-abiding member of the community fifteen or
twenty years hence” (our emphasis).>> For Winnemucca, as the newspaper
articles and Life demonstrate, to become educated in English did not neces-
sarily mean endorsing a view of assimilation wherein Native cultures were
eradicated or denigrated.**
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On a number of occasions Winnemucca insists on Northern Paiute sov-
ereignty; in the San Francisco Daily Evening Bulletin of February 24, 1875,
for example, she describes the terms of the treaty that followed the Pyra-
mid Lake War of 1860.>° By speaking in terms of the treaty that was made
and then broken, she reminds white readers of their political obligations
to American Indians. Winnemucca was a vocal critic of American Indian
policy throughout the 1870s; in an 1875 article in the San Francisco Daily
Evening Bulletin, she uses her public platform to educate readers about the
appalling conditions on reservations and the dishonesty of Indian agents.*®
An issue of the Sacramento Daily Record-Union indicates that her agita-
tion began even earlier, as it reports her writing a letter to a General Ord
complaining about the conditions on the reservation.*”

The complex relationship Winnemucca had with non-Natives as well as
American Indians is evidenced by her role in the Bannock War of 1878. As
with any Anglo-Indian conflict, the causes of the war were more complex
than is typically acknowledged; land acquisition and the exhaustion of game
and the camas root, staples of the Bannock diet, led to the hostilities. Some
Bannocks joined with Umatillas and Northern Paiutes from the Malheur
Reservation in order to raid white settlements for food. Captain Oliver
Otis Howard led the battles against the American Indians who revolted,
and Winnemucca was widely known as his guide, translator, and scout.”®
In what David H. Brumble has identified as a “coup tale,” Winnemucca
describes riding hundreds of miles on horseback to rescue her father and
other Paiutes from a Bannock camp.?” Newspaper coverage, in most cases,
presented a celebratory version similar to that of Life among the Piutes, and
Winnemucca drew upon this reputation in later lectures. Some newspapers,
however — such as the Silver State in June 1878 — accused Winnemucca and
her father of smuggling arms to the rebelling Indians.>

Winnemucca, as part of her work with Howard, persuaded several bands
of Northern Paiutes — including members of her family — to move to Camp
Harney, Oregon, despite their fears that they would be treated as prisoners
of war. The United States did, in fact, declare the bands at Camp Har-
ney hostile and forced them to remove 350 miles in early 1879 to Yakima.
Winnemucca traveled with her group and witnessed the Northern Paiutes’
intense suffering, which eventually resulted in the death of one in five of
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those Northern Paiutes who were removed.’! To vindicate herself and help
the Paiutes at Yakima, Winnemucca decided to lecture in San Francisco and
Nevada in the winter of 1879-80. This marks the beginning of the West-
East-West trajectory of the most public years of her newspaper career, a
trajectory the structure of this volume emphasizes. While in San Francisco
she circulated a petition to Secretary of the Interior Carl Schurz, insisting
upon the Northern Paiutes’ innocence and requesting that they be allowed
to return to the Malheur Reservation. She asked, too, for the reinstatement
of an honest Indian agent.*

Due in part to Winnemucca’s activism, the U.S. government sent an
investigator from the Interior Department to monitor the Northern Pai-

> < >

utes’ “unrest.”** Subsequently Winnemucca and a delegation of Northern
Paiutes met with President Rutherford B. Hayes and Secretary Schurz in
Washington pc. Schurz issued an order allowing the Northern Paiutes at
Yakima to return home and receive land allotments.** During this visit,
government officials, fearful of Winnemucca’s skillful use of the news media,
discouraged her from lecturing and conducting press interviews. When she
returned west, the letter from Schurz corroborating their agreement failed
to arrive (eventually, he would reverse his decision).*> Winnemucca, in turn,
showed the agent at Yakima her copy of the letter, and he promptly offered
her a bribe to conceal it from the Northern Paiutes. She ultimately refused
the bribe and did not keep the letter secret. However, her initial silence
regarding the letter created suspicion among some Northern Paiutes.*®
The Bannock War and these subsequent events created personal and politi-
cal crises for Winnemucca and served as the exigency for her lecture series,
media activism, and book. When she resolved to go East and lecture is not
entirely clear, but in January 1880 the Silver State reports that Winnemucca
met a group of women from Boston at a railway station, who encouraged
her to go East to meet “a better class of people to aid you.”*” By May 1880,
according to the Idaho Statesman, Winnemucca had been hired by the U.S.
government to teach the Northern Paiutes in Washington Territory.*® Yet
Winnemucca did not go East immediately after completing this work, and
reports from 1881-83 do not adequately indicate her activity during this time
period. By September 1881 Sarah was in Winnemucca, Nevada.*” In early
December of that year she married Lewis H. Hopkins in San Francisco.*’
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Winnemucca’s complicated marital history is more apparent in the news-
paper archive than in Life among the Piutes, which, in accordance with the
genteel expectations placed on women, elides her multiple marriages. The
only proposal she mentions in the book is from a white man whom she
declines because, she states, she cannot marry a man she does not love.*!
Winnemucca married military officer Edward Bartlett on January 29, 1871,
and filed for divorce in 1876 after falling in love with a man named Joseph
Satewaller.*” She has also been linked to the Indian agent Snyder, who was
present at her grandfather’s deathbed.*> An article in the Silver State of
February 24, 1877, as well as one in the San Francisco Daily Evening Bul-
letin of March 10, reports her marriage to “an Indian named ‘Bob.”** Sally
Zanjani notes that he may have been the mysterious “Indian husband” whom
Winnemucca claimed mistreated her.** Zanjani describes Bob Thacker as
a Northern Paiute man who was an interpreter at Nevada’s Camp McDer-
mit, an employee at a nearby ranch, and a well-known womanizer. Zanjani
further links Winnemucca to Charles B. Hamilton, a Canadian who was
employed as a county assessor in Winnemucca and who reportedly lived
with Sarah in Wyoming.*

It is not clear when and where Winnemucca met Hopkins, but Zan-
jani indicates that in September 1881 they were reported together at Camp
McDermit, and they probably saw one another frequently for the next
several months.*” It is likely that they met when he was an enlisted soldier
in the U.S. Army, a position he left in November 1881. Just days after her
marriage, she told the San Francisco Daily Examiner that she intended to
go East and lecture upon “The Indian Agencies” and the “Indian Question
as Viewed from an Indian Stand-point”*® However, by January 1882 she was
visiting Pyramid Lake and — according to news accounts —arguing with
her husband about gambling losses.*” If Winnemucca was preoccupied
with her new marriage, she nonetheless published a lengthy ethnographic
essay, “The Pah-Utes,” in the September 1882 edition of the Californian.>
According to Canfield, the couple departed from Nevada in February 1882,
planning to visit Sarah’ sister Elma at Henry’s Lake and then move east in
the spring of 1882.”

Exactly why Winnemucca arrived in Boston in March 1883 and col-
laborated so extensively with the prominent reformers Peabody and Mann

8 INTRODUCTION



is not known. According to Peabody, Winnemucca decided to tour in the
East when she realized that she had erred in refusing invitations to lecture
during her previous trip to Washington pc. Once Winnemucca returned
to Yakima and was betrayed by Schurz, she realized that “she was the vic-
tim of the subtle arts of the Indian ring,” which desired to keep her from
lecturing and from meeting with “real friends, who wanted the truth told
here in the East” In her first lectures in Boston, Winnemucca emphasized
that she had “been told the country over to come to Boston and she would
find sympathizers” and “hearty support”>*

Winnemucca’s eastern audiences may have been sympathetic to her
because they were already familiar with the considerable media attention
generated by Chief Standing Bear, Thomas Tibbles, and Susette La Flesche
on behalf of the Poncas, after the tribe had been forcibly removed from
the lands granted to them by the U.S. government.>® As John M. Coward
notes, the Ponca controversy was “one of the more immediate sources of
the Dawes Act because it focused so dramatically on the mistakes of the
Indian Bureau”** Indeed, the institutional beginnings of the Indian reform
movement are typically traced to their visit. In Standing Bear’s audience were
several people who became central figures in the movement: Jackson, who
went on to author A Century of Dishonor (1881), a record of government
atrocities against Native tribes that reprinted Winnemucca’s 1870 letter; and
Senator Henry L. Dawes, who would become best known for the General
Allotment Act. This legislation, which was rooted in reformers’ belief in
assimilation, proved disastrous in terms of American Indian land loss;
according to Robert Warrior, Native American land diminished from over
150 million acres between 1880 to 75 million by the turn of the century.>
The articles suggest that Winnemucca first met Dawes in October 1883,
although he was certainly aware of her before that time.*® The newspaper
record substantiates Siobhan Senier’s contention that Winnemucca chal-
lenged parts of the bill and tried to influence Dawes as it was crafted; Boston's
Morning Journal of May 3, 1883, for instance, reports her disapproval.®’
Thus Winnemucca was at odds with those reformers who began to call for
allotment in severalty as part of a further move toward individualization
and detribalization, a central aim of President Grant’s Peace Policy.

As Winnemucca courted and enjoyed the support of numerous reformers
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while in the East, her personal life, performative style, and frank, specific
critique of some of the Indians’ “friends” also created tensions and back-
lash. As she told a crowd in San Francisco in 1879, “I will expose all the
rascals. I will save nobody. I will name the paths, the officer, the Agent,
and not say I'm afraid to mention his name”*® Indeed, when she finally
lectured in the East in 1883, Winnemucca’s accusations against a Method-
ist minister earned her the opposition of the Women’s Association of the
Methodist church early in her lecture tour.>® Both the founder and the
main lobbyist of the influential Indian Rights Association also attempted
to alienate Winnemucca’s supporters from her.®® Her resistance to Indian
agent W. V. Rinehart, in particular, drew his wrath and a flurry of negative
commentary. The Council Fire and Arbitrator, citing atlidavits provided
by Rinehart, represented Winnemucca as a “notorious liar and malicious
schemer” who “had been several times married, but that by reason of her
adulterous and drunken habits, neither squawmen nor Indians would long
live with her” As the paper declares, “It is a great outrage on the respectable
people of Boston” for General Howard or any other officer of the army to
foist such a woman of any race upon them.”®' Although the Council Fire
editor, Thomas A. Bland, later broke with many Indian reform groups, at
the time he published attacks on Winnemucca, his paper served as a signifi-
cant forum for reformers.®> Bland even attempted to stop the publication
of Life among the Piutes.*> Later in her lecture series her reputation was
marred by reports of her husband’s mishandling of funds collected for the
Northern Paiutes. Notably, a letter from Mann that has not been considered
by previous biographers denies this mishandling of money for the book.**

Eastern defenders answered such charges directly: as T. E. Carson writes
to the editor of the New York Daily Graphic in May 1884, “Her good character
is attested by persons well known here and who have known her well in
the West. That she has been married more than once does not warrant the
invidious meaning likely to be drawn from the paragraph in question.”*®
Additionally, despite the attacks of some reformers, Winnemucca enjoyed
the steadfast support of Peabody and Mann, who remained devoted to
her throughout their lives. Winnemucca and Peabody’s relationship was
no doubt cemented as they lived, traveled, and worked together for most
of 1883. By the time the two women met, Peabody was seventy-eight years
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old and already well known as an accomplished educational reformer. Dur-
ing her lengthy career she was largely responsible for the development of
kindergarten in the United States, she owned an influential bookstore, and
she managed the transcendental publication the Dial. Through their friend-
ship Winnemucca gained access to some of the most influential writers
and thinkers in the country, including John Greenleaf Whittier and Oliver
Wendell Holmes.®® Peabody, in turn, found in Winnemucca a close friend
and tireless spokeswoman for Indigenous rights.

Their relationship was not without its challenges and tensions, how-
ever. Peabody often evoked excessively romantic rhetoric when describing
Winnemucca and, at times, was unable to come to terms with the realities
of Winnemucca’s personal and cultural values. Winnemucca seems to have
felt free to criticize her “white angel mother” when she returned to the
West and lectured upon “People I Saw in the East.”®” Representations of
the Peabody-Winnemucca collaboration — both those written during their
time and our own — tend to characterize the relationship as one between
a naive or manipulative protégée and an overly enthusiastic, easily duped,
aging reformist. People close to Peabody called her devotion to Winnemucca
“fanatic,” and even Mann characterized her as Peabody’s “pet Indian.”*®
While some “dismissed Sarah Winnemucca as an angler for poor Miss
Peabody’s sympathies,” the Indian Rights Association viewed Peabody as
the deceptive party.®® So great was the sense among the reformers that
Winnemucca was duping Peabody that Peabody wrote in 1886 to the Boston
Daily Advertiser to defend herself against a “universal impression of my
having been humbugged by the arts of Sarah Winnemucca, with whom,
for the last three years, I have been in a degree of intimacy perhaps greater
than I ever was with any other person””® Although the scattered western
press coverage regarding the Peabody Institute tended to be positive, some
western papers also mocked Peabody and Mann’s efforts to send necessities
to the Northern Paiutes.”*

The newspaper accounts, however, point to a productive collaboration
between the two women. For example, the May 1883 account by the Boston
Daily Globe purports to give a firsthand account of Winnemucca’s lecture
and hints at their shared desire to create effective rhetorical strategies.”” An
editorial exchange in summer 1883 between Peabody and transcendentalist
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Charles Ellis also allows us to identify communal literacy practice between
Peabody and Winnemucca. Not incidentally, what Peabody consistently
argues for in this exchange is the “God-given ability of the Indian to take
care of himself whenever he has the normal social opportunity;” a perspec-
tive that she credits Winnemucca for providing from her “standpoint” as
an Indian.”® The two women continued to collaborate after Winnemucca
returned to the West, with Peabody circulating accounts of Winnemucca’s
school. Additionally, if the Boston Daily Globe’s August 1888 “Table Gossip”
is correct, then we now know that Winnemucca returned East in 1888, dur-
ing which visit she stayed at Peabody’s Jamaica Plain residence.”*

After spending the summer of 1883 lecturing in Boston and Salem,
Winnemucca left with Peabody for a more extensive tour, with destina-
tions like Providence, Rhode Island. The Evening Bulletin of October 4 notes
that she had made Boston her headquarters in order to publish the book,
which she claims was not acceptable to most publishers because of “its plain
personalities””® Other details about the book’s publication become clear in
the newspapers: Winnemucca paid all expenses of publication, for example,
before it appeared. Once the book was published the newspaper record
shows that reviews varied in tone. The Hartford Daily Courant emphasizes
her compelling indictment of the Indian agents, and Frank Leslies Illustrated
Newspaper comments on its “charming and most entertaining manner.””®
In contrast, while the Boston Daily Advertiser sympathizes with the book’s
message, it critiques the composition.”” The book’s publication coincided
with her ongoing political work; she met with Senator Dawes in Hartford
early in the month, and later lectures in New York were accompanied by
the distribution of the petition for signatures.”®

She continued to keep esteemed company: in addition to Dawes, her
Providence lectures were arranged by Julia Ward Howe, and John Whittier,
Oliver Wendell Holmes, and Lydia Emerson sent their regrets upon missing
an early lecture.”” While in the East, Winnemucca appears to have divided
her time among living and traveling with Peabody, working on her book,
and spending time with her husband. It seems reasonable to conclude that
Winnemucca spent about nine months (from December 1883 to August
1884) in Baltimore with him, where he acted as her agent, introduced her
lectures on at least some occasions, and joined her in testifying before the
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House Subcommittee on Indian Affairs.*® By December 1883 the Silver
State — citing the New York Mail and Express — reported that Winnemucca
“resides with her husband.. . . in a pleasant home in Baltimore”®' Throughout
the spring of 1884 Winnemucca lectured consistently in the Maryland city.

The fact that Winnemucca was invited to testify before the House Sub-
committee on Indian Affairs in April 1884, asking that Fort McDermit be
set aside as a reservation for the Northern Paiutes, indicates her grow-
ing political capital. As the newspaper accounts show, Winnemucca had
extraordinary success in engaging the news media on behalf of Northern
Pajutes and in attracting audiences throughout her lecture series. It is more
difficult to measure the success of her trip to the East in terms of political
outcomes. Yet she was able to reach some of the immediate goals that she
defined in the petition circulated during her lecture tours and published in
Life. Although she began her campaign to save the Malheur Reservation,
by 1884 Winnemucca had shifted her attention to seeking a reservation at
Fort McDermit.®* In 1889 an executive order made Fort McDermit into
a reservation, an action for which Winnemucca and her father had long
called.*® Winnemucca was also instrumental in persuading the United States
to grant an end to the Northern Paiutes’ captivity at the Yakima Reservation.
Although the Northern Paiutes who had been sent to Yakima had already
left on their own accord, Winnemucca’s actions allowed for legal sanction
for the “escapees”®*

By the end of August Winnemucca returned to Nevada, and in Septem-
ber she presented lectures in Reno and Virginia City, with topics such as
“People I Met in the East” There are no additional records of her lectur-
ing in fall 1884, though she did lecture in San Francisco in February 188s.
Winnemucca’s attention shifted in late 1884 and throughout 1885 to the
last great work of her life: the establishment of the multilingual Peabody
Institute.®® While she had taught at Malheur and Yakima, this proved her
most successful educational enterprise. Although the school would be small
in scope, Winnemucca and Peabody conceptualized it as a model for chal-
lenging English-only, boarding school Indian education policy, and both
women generated media coverage of the school toward those ends. As the
newspaper articles indicate, Winnemucca was able to resist officials” efforts
to send Northern Paiute children to an industrial school in Grand Junction,
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Colorado.*® Both Winnemucca and Peabody were aware of the dire conse-
quences of such a fate; Peabody, for example, describes Northern Paiutes’
fears that their children would “learn of teachers who do not know Indian
languages which disheartens & demoralizes the children, besides breaking
the parents[’] hearts.”®” Peabody argues that the institute’s success in teaching
American Indian children English is due to the fact that it originated with
an American Indian: “The only vital education that can be given to Indians
must be given by Indians themselves who have spoken both languages from
childhood and are able to ground their methods, as she does, upon their
own inherited natural religion and family moralities.”*®

Both Winnemucca and Peabody recognized the importance and radical
nature of the school’s multilingual component, and Peabody emphasized
it in her tireless fundraising efforts.*” Indeed, because they conceptualized
the school as a challenge to U.S. policies, Peabody and Winnemucca sought
private funding. Yet as Peabody notes, “all of the funds to be raised by the
women’s associations were pledged to their own missionary work; while
General Armstrong came every year and carried off thousands of dollars
for Hampton School and Carlisle”*® Peabody was quite supportive of this
institute, once offering Winnemucca $800 of $1,000 that she received from
supporters in the kindergarten movement. Nonetheless, Winnemucca could
not maintain the Peabody Institute much past 1888, once funding sources
dried up.”*

During the time Winnemucca was teaching at the institute, she suffered a
number of personal setbacks. For one, she witnessed the financial struggles
of her brother Natches, who faced non-Native hostility in his attempts to
turn a profit at his Lovelock ranch.’” These profits were to support not only
Natches, his family, and Sarah but the institute itself. She also mourned the
death of her niece and her brother Tom. Evidence suggests that her husband
Lewis Hopkins became less reliable at this time, ultimately stealing ranch
profits in 1887.>> Faced with these challenges, as well as accusations from
reformers in the East, Winnemucca temporarily suspended the school in
August 1886. That September she contacted Peabody from Elko, asking for
two hundred dollars immediately.”* Reprinting an article from the Reno
Evening Gazette in January 1887, the Daily Alta California reported that
Winnemucca no longer had funds from Peabody or other eastern reformers,
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though the Salt Lake Democrat of March claimed the school was still open,
and in June the Silver State reported her intentions to secure more east-
ern funding. While Peabody defended Winnemucca, as William T. Hagan
reports, her efforts were hampered two years later, when the Indian Office
promised to enforce an earlier ban on teaching Native languages at any
Indian school.”

Given the scarcity of information about Winnemucca after 1886, the
articles included in this collection help fill in what became a less visible
life. She did not fall silent; the Columbus Journal of Nebraska reports her
written complaint about whites destroying Northern Paiute crops, and the
Salt Lake Democrat notes that Winnemucca was still successfully running
the school in March 1887. Despite her husband’s ultimate duplicity she
produced a poetic memorial for him upon his death from tuberculosis in
October 188;7. Early in 1888 the Carson City Morning Appeal describes an
instance of gambling and a fight in which she used “language more forcible
than polite”®® As noted earlier, the newspaper records also indicate that
Winnemucca undertook a seven-month trip East in 1888, visiting relatives
and Peabody.

Her next appearance is in the obituary columns in October and November
1891, after she died of uncertain causes. The extent of her influence, even
years after her lecture series, is evident in the diversity of newspapers that
covered her death, from the Chicago Herald to the Los Angeles Times to the
New Haven Evening Register. The newspaper record thus fills numerous
holes in Winnemucca’s biography, from the extent of her collaboration with
Peabody and her husband Lewis Hopkins to her activism on the lecture
circuit and in the classroom. We train a critical eye on these newspaper
articles, however, reading them not as unfiltered truth, but as evidence of
the complex representations that she, in turn, negotiated.

The Newspaper as Stage: Representation, Rhetoric, Resistance

On April 3, 1880, the Idaho Avalanche reported on a masquerade party
in Silver City, Nevada, where one of the guests had appeared as Sarah
Winnemucca, although “ten times handsomer than the old gal herself”
At the party, “one of the most pleasant affairs of the kind,” “Winnemucca”
mingled with a crowd featuring a long list of disguises, including a “Spanish
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gipsey, an “ancient mariner;” “a gay and festive chambermaid,” and a “colored
gentleman.”®” Besides indicating Winnemucca’s presence in the region’s
popular culture, this costume party is an apt metaphor for the public stage
that Winnemucca entered in the last decades of the nineteenth century, the
newspaper’s role in creating her image, and her own skill in shaping that
representation and rhetoric to achieve considerable success as an activist
for American Indian rights.”®

In entering cultural and political debates, Winnemucca was participating
in a lengthy tradition of American Indians lecturing or performing in the
northeastern United States to reshape representations of the “savage” and
to intervene in politics. In the late eighteenth century, for example, Samson
Occom’s sermons demonstrated sophisticated rhetorical power. In 1826 Elias
Boudinot undertook a speaking tour to raise funds for the Cherokee Phoe-
nix. A decade later William Apess capped his speaking career by delivering
a remarkably defiant “Eulogy for King Philip (Metacom)” in Boston. In
1847-48 George Copway (Kahgegagahbowh) lectured on temperance and
Indian affairs on the East Coast. Closer to Winnemucca’s era, Red Cloud’s
1870 speech in New York City received considerable press attention. So,
too, did Sitting Bull following the Battle of Little Bighorn (1876), when he
went on tour as a “living exhibit” in 1884 and 1885, and after his arrest and
murder in 1890.%°

Although media representations were important in shaping cultural
perceptions of American Indians throughout the nineteenth century,
Winnemucca negotiated a rapidly changing and increasingly powerful
media culture. As Coward demonstrates, a combination of changes cre-
ated more standardized representations of American Indians than those in
the antebellum press, despite a significant increase in the number of news
outlets. Ideologically, reporters were often influenced by the dominant
culture’s assumptions regarding racial hierarchy and faith in the nation’s
manifest destiny. Technologically, the telegraph allowed for brief, recent
Indian news from the West, which typically decontextualized violence
and allowed for editors’ biased speculation. Professionally, newly formed
associated presses had “unchallenged ability to portray Indians in conven-
tional ways in hundreds of papers every day.” Therefore newspapers during
Winnemucca’s era were “a significant force in the creation and promotion
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of a powerful set of Indian representations that dominated the nineteenth
century imagination” Most non-Native newspapers supported dominant
cultural beliefs and effaced or obscured alternative ones, resulting in a
“fundamental lack of understanding of native people and their cultures.”**°

Winnemucca was clearly aware of the power of the press, but if she knew
of the media’s attention to orators such as Red Cloud and Sitting Bull, we
have no record of it. Instead, she promoted her unique status as a Native
woman lecturer, telling a reporter in November 1879 that she “would be the
first Indian woman that ever spoke before white people”'®* This, however,
was not true. Just one month before, in Boston, Susette La Flesche (a.k.a.
“Bright Eyes”) had captured considerable news media attention working
on behalf of the Poncas.'®> Coward argues that La Flesche was framed
sympathetically and sentimentally, complementing the news frame sur-
rounding the Ponca controversy, one in which “good” Indians were to be
easily assimilated into U.S. culture.'®

In a similar manner, sympathetic eastern newspapers tended to por-
tray Winnemucca as an exceptionally civilized, “good” Indian. At times,
newspaper accounts represent her as complicit in the colonialist project, a
representation that perhaps made her more sympathetic to whites but con-
tributed to the distrust with which many Northern Paiutes still view her.'**
For example, although the story is not confirmed by either of Winnemucca’s
biographers, the Silver State of December 4, 1874, notes that Winnemucca
selected a Paiute man to lead a U.S. Army captain to a copper mine. The
account, complete with stereotypical language, resembles the colonialist story
of Sacagawea leading Lewis and Clark through the Northwest.'*® Sexual and
material conquest is combined in what is intended to be a humorous quip
in the Wheeling Register of January 15, 1875: “A Piute Princess is the owner
of a silver mine in Nevada. — Exchange. Comment of a nice young man: Oh
that I could make that Princess’ mine.” This sentence conflates the Native
woman with the mined resource; the word “mine” marks both a colonial
site of extraction (a mine) and the act of possessing. Like the ore itself, here
the Native woman’s body is up for exploitation in a poignant illustration of
the colonial conflation of land and the female body.'*

Accounts that were sympathetic to Winnemucca also tended to position
her as a “civilized” outsider of her tribe — one who stood on its edges and
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judged the Northern Paiutes from an Anglo perspective. An account that
was reprinted in Nashville’s Union American on January 4, 1873, for instance,
emphasizes Winnemucca’s condemnation of the stoning of a Northern Pai-
ute woman.'"” In its defense of Winnemucca’s marriage to Edward Bartlett,
which was illegal due to an anti-miscegenation law that had passed in 1861,
the sometimes adversarial Silver State uses the Fourteenth Amendment to
make a case for the legitimacy of her marriage to a white man —a defense
dependent, of course, on the stipulation that she has “long since renounced
all tribal relations with the Indians” At times she is described as nearly
indistinguishable from her white counterparts. The New York Times, for
example, reports in August 1883, “So far as appearance can go Winnemucca
might have passed for a New-York ballet girl who had earned a sunburn by
spending a Summer vacation in a row-boat”**® This statement is particularly
interesting for its troubling of the ostensibly firm lines between races: with a
little sun, a white girl out East could match Sarah Winnemucca’s skin color.
Alternatively, Winnemucca’s natural good looks make up for her “Indian”
characteristics.'®® Later newspaper accounts of the Ghost Dance of 1890,
which began earlier with the Northern Paiute prophet Wovoka, also con-
tribute to the representation of Sarah Winnemucca as an exemplary Indian.
Reno’s Evening Gazette indicates Winnemucca’s report of, and distaste for,
this prophet: “Sarah and all the better informed of her tribe do not believe
in any such foolishness”'*°

The desire to remove Winnemucca rhetorically from her tribe can also be
understood as a response to media representations of Northern Paiutes as
savage threats. An issue of the Silver State describes them as follows: “Their
naked bodies, arms, legs and faces were painted in colors, yellow, red and
black predominating. The backs and breasts of the muscular savages were
striped like zebras, and their faces were as hideous as paint and Piute art
could make them. At the depot eastern passengers, many of whom never
saw an Indian, were astonished at this strange sight, and many of the men,
as well as the women, showed unmistakable symptoms of fear”''' These
words demonstrate how much the paper was banking on a fearful image
of the Paiutes.

The representations of both La Flesche and Winnemucca as good, civilized
Indian women can best be understood in the context of many reformers’
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desire to “do away with Indianness and tribal relations and to turn the
individual Indian into a patriotic American citizen, indistinguishable from
his white brothers” As such, many reformers favored representations of,
and interaction with, exemplary Indians who demonstrated the desire and
capacity for assimilation.''> Winnemucca’s 1879 performances in San Fran-
cisco suggest that she may at times have courted the image of an exemplary
Indian. One interview, for example, opens by conveying a genteel impression
of Winnemucca, noting her gesture of offering the reporter the best seat in
her hotel room parlor, her gracious introduction of family members, and
her modest attire. Immediately following these descriptions, the reporter
quotes Winnemucca as asking the (presumably male, presumably non-
Native) reporter what he thinks about her lecturing.''* Here, at the opening
of her lecture career, Winnemucca’s dress, manners, disavowal of profit, and
deference to the reporter signal her exemplary status. She emphasized her
Christian sensibilities as well, though the extent of her conversion to Chris-
tianity is not known."* A San Francisco Chronicle article published several
days before her first lecture provides further evidence that Winnemucca
cultivated an exemplary Indian image prior to appearing on stage in her
costume. In this interview Winnemucca describes the necklace she wore
to call upon the paper. It seems more than coincidental that the necklace
was given to Winnemuccas brother after he intervened on behalf of three
white men about to be killed by American Indians during the Bannock War.

Despite the similarities between the experiences and news coverage of
La Flesche and Winnemucca, there are notable differences. La Flesche was
a young, mixed-raced, unmarried woman who was chaperoned by her
brother and appeared with male speakers. She rejected as undemocratic
the princess title, always presented herself in “civilized” clothes, and read
her lectures in a formal manner.''® By contrast, Winnemucca’s lectures
were extemporaneous and marked with humor, sentimental appeals, and
occasional songs. Winnemucca actively promoted herself as a princess and
at times dressed the part. Additionally, Winnemucca’s reputation was far
more complicated, given reports of her horseback riding, multiple marriages,
fighting, gambling, and drinking. As Carolyn Sorisio argues elsewhere,
Winnemucca was frequently represented in the news media as a “wild
Indian” on the brink of “outbreak” —an image she both refuted and, at
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times, courted. For their part, western newspapers delighted in reporting
with tabloid enthusiasm on Winnemucca’s various brushes with the law.
According to the Silver State, she fought with another Indian woman in 1875
and later attacked a man with a knife after he threatened to assault her.''®
Sensational newspaper accounts emphasize her temper: one describes it as
rising “to a corresponding height” when she had too much to drink, while
another notes that in response to defamations of her character, “her royal
blood boiled in her veins*"’

It is helpful to analyze these contrasting representations of Winnemucca
in relation to the tension between reformers and the promoters and audi-
ences associated with the Buffalo Bill Wild West Show. As the coincidence
of history would have it, Buftalo Bill's show opened in the East for the first
time in the spring of 1883, arriving in Boston, then, the same season as
Winnemucca. Unlike Winnemucca, the Wild West Show seems to have
attracted large audiences from the start, perhaps because, as the Boston
Daily Advertiser claimed, it delivered “genuine” Indians, “the stalwart, fierce-
looking fellows of poetry and romance”**® The show’s astounding popularity
indicates many non-Natives’ desire for the type of American Indian images
the show replicated and produced.’*® Although audiences may have been
enthralled, reformers were dismayed by the show’s portrayal of American
Indians “as savages from a wild land, who were inimical to civilization,”
even going so far as to attempt to regulate the show itself.'** As Sorisio
argues elsewhere, it is possible to read Winnemucca’s self-representation
as a nuanced, if precarious, negotiation of the dual audiences’ expectations
that could destabilize the roles scripted for American Indians. Features of
her lectures, such as her shifting wardrobe choices and incorporation of
performative elements, can be understood as simultaneously appealing to
and belying calls for “authentic” Indians."**

While eastern reformers regarded the Wild West Show with dismay,
many westerners viewed those in the East as neophytes who were duped into
charitable support for American Indians. Such regional tensions are evident
throughout many of the newspaper items. In July 1878 the Idaho Avalanche
cited the Chicago Inter Ocean as an example of the “gush and romance the
Eastern press wrap around the Indians,” claiming a local knowledge: “The
truth about Sarah Winnemucca is, that she is a drunken strumpet; her royal
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father is a dirty old beggar, whose royal dignity would permit him to accept
cold grub, or any petty charity from the whites”*** In response to Harper’s
endorsement of Winnemucca, a spring issue of the Boise Semi-Weekly
News that was widely reprinted composed a biting burlesque of the young
Winnemucca. Claiming it is difficult to assess Winnemucca’s age because
she allegedly never bathes, it continues: “so we made a slather at Miss Saral’s
age by the number of scales of greasy dirt which naturally accumulated
on the ridge of her comely countenance during the lapse of years.”'** In
offering up minute (albeit imagined) detail about Winnemucca’s physical
appearance, the reporter attempts to demonstrate that the Boise newspaper
(unlike Harper’s) actually knows her, and so is not fooled by her charms.
Yet it would be too simplistic to draw a distinction only between the
western and eastern newspapers; this collection reveals a number of dif-
ferences between newspapers like the San Francisco Chronicle and smaller
Nevada papers like the Silver State. These differences indicate not only the
complexity of the representations Winnemucca had to navigate on the public
stage but her dexterity in playing different roles depending on the media
with which she was engaged. As an epicenter of Anglo-Indian tensions of
the time, the town of Winnemucca, home to the Silver State after 1874, was
less inclined to sympathize with Winnemucca herself — even given, or
perhaps because of, her local origins. In the sensationalist language of the
Nevada newspaper, Winnemucca is typically portrayed as an entertaining,
harmless figure who exists on both ends of the spectrum of femininity: on
one hand, she gambles, gets into bar fights, and stands up to men who insult
her, and on the other (often in the same article) she is the ultra-feminine
woman who seeks “spirituous consolations and [goes] dead” or sinks into a
“stupor” from an “overdose of mad.” As a caricature, she is not to be feared.
The articles facetiously portray her as a siren: General Howard is “captivated
by her charms,” her latest husband — her “consort” —is described as “her
latest catch in the matrimonial drag net,” and she is a “confirmed coquette.”
Her drinking is rendered in similar terms: “she sent a dispatch threatening
to have the heart’s blood of the editor, and if she did not succeed in that, to
fight him with pistols or knives, just to show him how a drunken woman
can shoot” Such caricatures are often joined, however, by a more somber
message: as one article ends, “A drunken savage, who threatens to take the
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blood of a white person, should be given to understand that there is such a
thing as a jail in the community.”*** Concurrent messages are at work here:
Winnemucca is an entertaining figure whose anti-feminine antics culminate
in a super-feminine fainting spell and, on the other hand, a threatening
individual who must be contained. Juxtaposed with such representations,
her own emphasis in Life among the Piutes on her femininity and modesty
is all the more understandable.

In contrast to smaller Nevada newspapers like the Silver State, the San
Francisco Chronicle describes Winnemucca as a “Civilized Indian Woman”
who has come to the city to lecture, protected by army officers who will “see
her safe through this wilderness of civilization, our city” In this interest-
ing turn of phrase, she is represented as even more civilized than the city
itself: an example of the Noble Savage discourse that would see her as an
untouched innocent of nature. San Francisco had a long history of drawing
upon sentimentalism to elicit and express concern regarding American
Indians: in the 1850s, Zanjani notes, the San Francisco Herald reported
the freezing and starvation of American Indians and urged leniency when
desperation drove some to kill cattle; years later, the San Francisco Daily
Alta California advertised a petition urging the release of Winnemucca’s
brother Natches from prison.'*®

Thus far, we have primarily indicated the ways in which American Indians
in general, and Winnemucca in particular, were framed by non-Native
presses based on colonial contexts, representations analyzed extensively in
Coward’s The Newspaper Indian and Mary Ann Weston’s Native Americans
in the News.'>® While we acknowledge the colonialist impulses that drive
these representations, we are also interested in Winnemucca’s ability to
intervene in and manipulate those representations. As we argue later,
Winnemucca’s approach is multifaceted and evolving, and it includes her
use of regional appeals, humor, multiple genres, representations of gender,
and language. Part of Winnemucca’s success in tailoring these representa-
tions to her advantage was due to her ability to shape her rhetoric to her
particular audiences. In Carson City, Nevada, she spoke “rough language,”
which she noted was used in a New York play to no objection. The reporter
remarks, “The ludicrousness of the idea brought down the house.” Taking
advantage of the western belief in easterners’ naiveté, she mocked the
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incarnation of the charitable eastern reformer (presumably Peabody):
“When I spoke in Boston my angel mother got up on the platform and
began to talk and I had a hard time to choke that angel mother off”'*” As
an article in the Baltimore Sun from 1884 indicates, Winnemucca was not
above racially motivated humor; as she told an audience there, “Take your
agents away and give us the same rights as other citizens. I want a right and
a word in your courts such as the negro man has. [Great applause.] Why
not give this to the Indian? Is he a brute? Has he not a mind? Is he not as
good as a negro? Would he not know as well when a good man came along
and said here is $2 or $2[.]50? Would he not know as well who to vote
for then?”'?®

In the West, Winnemucca may have been responding to the humorous
turn of western newspapers themselves. The tone of many of these articles
is reminiscent of Zoe Detsi-Diamanti’s analysis of the burlesque as a lynch-
pin in the mid-nineteenth-century transformation of the American Indian
from an object of romance to ridicule. Through laughter, she argues, the
playwright and audience created a sense of both their own racial unity and
an “other” distinct from them in a time of disconcerting social change.'*
As the Humboldt Register recounts, “We understand that one old squaw
known as Snake River Sal, had been reporting a story, a false one, of course,
derogatory to the chastity and virtue of Princess Sally Winnemucca. Of
course the Princess could not, or would not, submit to such defamation of
character, and her royal blood boiled in her veins; which was heated to a
high degree by an overdose of the elixir of life known as China brandy**°
It is hard to miss the mocking treatment of this “royal” figure.

But Winnemucca quickly discovered the value of humor herself, much of
which came at the expense of the Indian agent, who often cheated American
Indians by pocketing money intended for their supplies or forcing them to
buy rations. Such graft only worsened with President Grant’s Peace Policy
in 1869, when agents like the comparably reputable Samuel Parrish were
replaced by missionaries such as William Rinehart. One reporter records the
“mischievous sarcasm that brought down the house,” noting in particular
how Winnemucca describes an agent “as having a right arm longer than
his left, and while he was beckoning them to be kind and good and honest
with the one hand, the other was busy grabbing behind their backs” She
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repeated the sketch of a missionary lifting one hand to heaven and using
the other to rummage in a money sack at another event, causing “consid-
erable merriment.” The reporter’s transcription of the audience’s reaction
gives us a more intimate sense of the response to her speech: as she said at
one point, “My father . . . asks that you send white ladies into our midst to
teach us instead of men; they would at least give us half instead of none.
[Laughter and cheers.]”**!

Winnemucca also deployed physical comedy on a San Francisco stage:
as the Daily Alta California reports, “As she retired, she laughingly said: ‘If
I were to take off these things and put on tights . . . and twirl round and
caper like this [imitating the ballet], you would all come to see me, but
as I come to appeal for my people, you don't care to listen to me. A long
prolonged outburst of applause greeted this remark, and Sarah retired for a
moment or two.” She was also adept at self-deprecation, which Eva Gruber
and others have noted is a common feature of American Indian humor.
It is useful as a preemptive strike, a “way of claiming a share of the power
of the dominant joke tellers,” an anticipation of teasing, or a gesture of
“humility and solidarity”'** For instance, facing a smaller than expected
audience of no more than twenty people for a performance in 1884, she
“shaded her eyes with her hand, peered about as if searching for something;
then with a laugh she said, T was looking for the people, they don’t seem to
be here”*** Such a response earned her a favorable review by the reporter
present, who notes how her sketches were particularly funny. By naming
the poor showing instead of trying to ignore it, she diffused its power and
made the audience more inclined to empathize with her. In 1879 the San
Francisco Chronicle suggested that Winnemucca might have won some
laughs by catching her audience off guard, interrupting the stereotype they
expected of her: “The lecture was unlike anything ever heard in the civilized
world — eloquent, pathetic, tragical at times: at others her quaint anecdotes,
sarcasms and wonderful mimicry surprised the audience again and again
into bursts of laughter”'**

Indeed, Winnemucca’s lectures appear to have been much like
Life— blurring modes, appeals, and genres. Yet we see her use of humor more
clearly and persistently in these articles, and we can understand her humor
as perhaps balancing her use of sentimentalism. Nonetheless, Winnemucca’s
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use of sentimentalism, as these items also make clear, is not without com-
plications and critique. For example, in her article “The Pah-Utes,” which
appeared in the Californian in 1882, her words further function as markers
of the failures of sentimentalism or the familiar “progress” narrative. She
writes, “I was greatly deceived when I came to San Francisco to get money
and help for my starving people. I thought my own people would help. I
call the Methodists my own people. They preached and they prayed, but
they did nothing else for my poor, hungry, shivering people”*** So while
she uses familial language to establish a connection between the Northern
Paiutes and non-Native Methodists —a common Native tactic — she notes
that the whites’ assistance did not extend beyond prayer and thus did not
fulfill kinship responsibilities. One can see the disconnection here between
the woman who “appears to be an enthusiastic Methodist,” and one who
realizes the limits of that relationship.'** At moments she is willing to portray
the Northern Paiutes in conventional sentimental terms, with a requisite
distance between herself and them: as she relates, “The agents buy their
places for so much, and mean to make their money out of the poor Indians.”
As with the title of her book, this language aligns Winnemucca with the
non-Native, sympathetic speaker who pities the “other,” mistreated Indian.
And yet on the same page she offers a history of “my people” overcoming
another tribe whose name she translates as “the cannibals” In Winnemucca’s
essay “Indian Schools,” which appeared in the Silver State in July 1886, she
equates education and civility, noting: “Much money and many precious
lives would have been saved if the American people had fought my people
with Books instead of Powder and lead. Education civilized your race and
there is no reason why it cannot civilize mine”**” These words indicate both
her adoption of the language of “civility” and a resistance to its logic: for
this is, ultimately, a critique of the savagery of what passes as civility. This is
not a simple story of the “civilized” triumphing over the “barbaric.” Indeed,
as a February 1885 Daily Alta California article suggests, she was .quick to
remind the listener that these were once Northern Paiute lands — “forty years
ago the Piutes owned the whole country” — and thus her people deserve
the restoration of those deeds."*®

What she presents is a distinct national identity that differs even from
other tribes: their language is, she claims, “purely Indian,” and they fiercely
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defended their land against the encroachment of other tribal peoples. Simi-
larly, her description of the practice of taking multiple wives insists on a
Northern Paiute word (pe-nut-to-no-dequa) for the “assistants” — women she
explicitly says are not “other wives”**® In presenting this cultural example
in the Paiute language, she refuses English/Anglo terms for it. By “distinct”
tribal history, however, we do not mean “pure”; as Tol Foster reminds us,
there is no such thing as a “pure” culture. He argues that “tribally specific
work is necessarily incomplete if it does not have multiple perspectives and
voices within it and is even incomplete if it does not acknowledge voices
without as well” The borderlands or the contact zone often proves the
most difficult region on which to focus, he notes, but it is nonetheless one
of the most crucial.'*® We can think of the publications that Winnemucca
authored and appeared in as one such borderland, where competing rep-
resentations of Indianness, whiteness, and femininity intersect. The tribal
history that Winnemucca presents is perhaps best thought of as a product
of Northern Paiute oral narrative and her own awareness of how she was
seen by Anglos: seeing herself as she was seen by the readers of the Silver
State, she refuses the scripted role of either the unredeemable savage or
the assimilated Indian.

Likewise, Winnemucca alternated between humor and sentimentality in
response to the complex gendered and regional identities that she negoti-
ated. An Indigenous, “western” woman who carried a knife, rode bareback,
and physically defended herself had to tailor herself carefully before genteel
eastern women. Faced with a powerful group of white men who met her
activism with personal attacks focusing on gender identity, Winnemucca
was well aware of the need to craft herself in terms consistent with white
femininity. It is no wonder that in her self-narrative Winnemucca omitted
details of her life, whether true or alleged, that could only be used against
her. Painted at times as a dangerous, immoral woman, Winnemucca met
these accounts with letters of recommendation by white men that conclude
Life among the Piutes. At her lectures she spoke with “such persuasion and
conviction . . . that many people were moved to tears.”**' The Boston Post
seems impressed by her apparent use of sentiment, emphasizing that “several
times during the recital of her tale,” Winnemucca “was moved to tears at the
wrongs her people had suffered.”'**> Newspapers note other aspects of her
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femininity: the San Francisco Chronicle describes her as one who brought
permanent homes, sewing machines, and organs to her community. In this
account she declares that she never goes armed, “because I would not use
pistols, anyway.”'** One reporter assures the reader that Winnemucca has
not “lost her womanly qualities,” describing her success in drawing two shy
white children onto her lap.'** Winnemucca responded, as well, to the San
Francisco Chronicle’s reports of her “extensive and diversified matrimonial
experience,” by interviewing with the Chronicle’s rival, the Call, and speci-
fying that she had only been married twice.'** Her careful representation
of her marital history is also evident in Life among the Piutes.'*® Peabody
affectionately recalls an early lecture by Winnemucca in the East — which
was directed exclusively to women and focused on the “domestic education”
given to young Piutes of both genders — as “a lecture which never failed to
excite the moral enthusiasm of every woman that heard it, and seal their
confidence in her own purity of character and purpose”**’

Through the newspaper record we can also trace Winnemucca’s care-
ful use of English words in crafting her public image. That Winnemucca
learned as a young woman the power of “willingly speaking proper Eng-
lish” is evident in the 1864 San Francisco newspaper article detailing the
Winnemucca family’s performance in that city. The article juxtaposes Sarah’s
“very good English” with her father’s speech, which it represents as ridicu-
lous, childlike, and unintelligible. Indeed, the newspaper record reveals the
media’s attempt to frame Winnemucca as the successful embodiment of
English-only language polices aimed at eradicating linguistic difference and
as a “good” Indian, using English to assist U.S. colonialism.'*® Apparently,
one of the keys to Winnemucca’s successful performance was her ability
to tap into the image of the “eloquent Indian” that Sandra Gustafson has
described. As one reporter notes approvingly of her lecture, “There was no
set lecture from written manuscript, but a spontaneous flow of eloquence.
Nature’s child spoke in natural, unconstrained language, accompanied by
gestures that were scarcely ever surpassed by any actress on the stage”
Besides buttressing the Noble Savage stereotype, such rhetoric may have
functioned to naturalize English as the nations, and Winnemucca’s, only
language — thus distancing her from a multilingual reality. Yet, as Sori-
sio argues elsewhere, Winnemucca’s representations of translation can be
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interpreted as resistance to English-only policies and a colonial insistence
on the “invisible translator.”**’

A final form of resistance documented by the newspaper archive is
Winnemucca’s public appearance. Much critical attention has been given
to Winnemucca’s wardrobe and performance of a “princess” identity as
she lectured. Some scholars interpret Winnemuccas wardrobe and self-
representation as an Indian princess as evidence of her acquiescence to
non-Natives’ spectatorship desires —and all the damaging images of vanish-
ing, romanticized Indians that such desires imply."*® These interpretations
often rest upon problematic assumptions of an authentic American Indian
identity and the presumption that Winnemucca donned the costume with-
out establishing an ironic distance from it. As much as people might try
to fix Winnemucca in the singular mode of an “Indian princess,” however,
she in fact appeared in a number of disparate modes, as evidenced, for
example, in the accounts of her lectures in the East.'*' Her varied clothing
served as a powerful correction to colonialism, which tries to fix bodies in
single locations. By approaching clothing as costume — as something that
can reinvent identity — Winnemucca made herself the unexpected rather
than the anomaly, to borrow terms from Philip Deloria’s Indians in Unex-
pected Places.*>* Instead of frustrating her political agenda, this costume — at
least on occasion — may have advanced it. As Joanna Scherer herself notes,
Winnemucca did not choose to wear this costume during her visit to the
White House in 1880. If Winnemucca were indeed intent on maintaining
her image as an Indian princess for political efficacy, it seems that this
would be the ultimate occasion for doing so. Instead, evidence suggests she
wore store-bought eastern attire when meeting with the president.'>® This
appearance, when seen in relation to her other attire, indicates a complexity
of self-representation that surpasses any one outfit.

Winnemucca’s ability to mold her appearance is particularly evident
in a scene played out in many of the newspaper articles of the time: she is
interviewed in a hotel suite, which allows her to engage in the kind of gen-
teel domestic ritual that Richard L. Bushman describes in The Refinement
of America and to occupy a complex position as both hostess and guest.
A San Francisco Chronicle article of November 1879, for example, begins
by announcing that the city of San Francisco “will be honored in giving
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entertainment to a genuine princess,” but as soon as the reporter arrives at
her hotel, Winnemucca seems to be the one in charge of the entertainment:
in a conventional nineteenth-century manner, the reporter sends up his
calling card, which she accepts, and upon reaching her room, “in spite of
his protests [he] was seated in the softest chair in the room, from which
the Princess herself had just risen.” This description constructs her as a
genteel lady who is nonetheless in charge of the interaction. This dynamic
between the reporter and hostess shifts slightly when the former responds
to Winnemuccas question about whether she should lecture with the sug-
gestion that she confer with the military figures “who have charge over
her” This statement attempts to realign power into a more comforting set
of relations in which the “princess” who can pass as an upper-class white
woman is resituated as the American Indian who needs to be watched over.
In other words, it exemplifies the reporter’s failed attempt to assert a firm
distinction between the civilized and the savage — to fix Winnemucca in
a predictable and submissive relationship to the United States. However,
the article continues with Winnemucca directing the conversation, and
as a result, the reporter’s somber response seems rather out of place and
ineffective.'>*

While Scott Richard Lyons identifies Winnemucca as carving out a
“legitimizing Indian identity” — that is, one that “extends and rational-
izes” dominant institutions — we would argue that in her performance of a
variety of Indian identities, she in fact articulates what he calls a “resistant”
identity: one crucial to promoting and conserving a Native community.
Lyons’s call for us to move from a focus on identity as a thing to an action (a
noun to a verb, in one sense) is a useful way to characterize Winnemucca’s
dynamic articulation of herself in different contexts.'** Just as “Indian” itself
has never been a stable term, and was not merely a non-Native production,
Winnemucca used and revised the term in her appearances on stage and
in print. As the newspaper record makes clear, Winnemucca was both an
unconventional woman who got into bar fights and a woman who performed
white femininity on occasion; she donned the costume of a “princess” and
the necklace of an “exemplary” Indian; she was humorous and sentimental;
she was tribal and national; she was “West” and she was “East™: facts that
confound the logic of nineteenth-century newspapers and even much of
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the scholarship today. With the same tenacious spirit she exhibited in life,
she refuses to make it easy on her editors, presenting herself in a myriad
of ways depending on the context in which she appears. Yet as the record

also makes clear, she was, as Ruoff claims, “the mightiest word warrior of
her time”
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PART ONE

West, 1864—1882

“Winnemucca and the Suffering Tribe of Pah-Utes —
An Appeal to the Public.”

Letter, August 22, 1864, Bancroft Scraps archive MS 93:27,
Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.

Editor Bulletin. —I did wonder, when I saw the accounts in the newspapers
of the city, that Winnemucca his daughter and braves, were exhibiting pan-
tomimic scenes of Indian Life, if it could be the veritable Old Chief who was
stooping from his dignity to become a common actor, for a “star” I knew
he could never be, try however much he would. But now the secret is out.
In passing down Kearny street, I met three Indians, who I knew belonged
to the Pah Ute tribe and Winnemucca family. They were about passing me,
when I accosted them in their own tongue, for I thought that if I spoke
English to them they would not heed. But when the familiar “Haw-no-yah,
kin-ah-ki” sounded in their ears, they looked for a friend. After his reply,
“Humboldt,” and interchange of a few sentences with Nat-che, I concluded
to go into the hotel and see the Chief, whom I had not seen since the Indian
war of 1860." Glad was the old man to see me, and the young squaws, both
of whom recognized me on the moment.

Well, as soon as I could hear myself speak, (for their chatter was not
unlike that of a flock of magpies in springtime,) I asked the Chief why he
had taken the white man’s ways to show himself? Then came the story of
his people’s poverty, their suffering for food, and the cause of the distress
now upon them. For this reason he had condescended to make a show of
their habits, their pastimes, and among them, their time-honored dances;
and his object in so doing is to raise money to buy food and blankets for
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his people. But he sees, even now, that these exhibitions will not accomplish
the great object he has at heart.

The plain fact is well known to every thinking mind, if we would only
take the trouble to think. It is plain that they are hungry, for their game is
frightened off by the advance of civilization, and prospecting parties are
now in all parts of their territory. Their pine nut timber is cut to supply
mills and the thousand other fires kindled all over their lands. With them,
the sagebrush supplies their fuel, the pine-nut tree their bread. In the pres-
ent state of affairs, it is not strange that they are without food. Fish, roots
and small game is all they have left, and their lakes and rivers will soon be
depopulated by the white fishermen. Many of us say Government must do
something for them! Government has sent agents among them; why don’t
they provide for them? Such expressions are all familiar to our ears, as well
as the many pros and cons they call up. But the fact is, that Winnemucca’s
tribe is starving because of our usurping their rights, and because, also, of
the Chief’s kindly feeling towards us. He has firmly refused all kind offers
of assistance for himself and people, tendered as a bribe by numerous tribes
more fortunately located, and richer in horses and all else that the Indian
prizes. Horses, buffalo meat, valuable skins and furs for clothing and cover-
ing from the cold were all offered him, no longer ago than the 4th day of
July last, on condition that he would join them in one general confedera-
tion against the white invaders of their common country, and murder all
that came within their reach. But no, Winnemucca refused all. He is (like
Logan of old) the white man’ friend.

People of California, people of Nevada! You are those for whom this
old Chief refused all that would have made his people comfortable — the
women, children, and old men of his tribe; a tribe perhaps numbering in all
some 6,000 souls. Now, will you turn him away empty — tell him to go to
his children without bread? I feel that you will not; that you will not prove to
this old man you are unworthy his friendship, unworthy the great sacrifices
he has made, to preserve peace in his own immediate homes with you. San
Francisco, with her Masonic, Odd Fellows, Druid and many other institutions
of benevolence, and her Christian Churches, will surely come to the relief
and enable this old man to feed his people. I have been acquainted with this
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aged Chief and his family for more than ten years, and I do not doubt in the
least but in every respect his report is true, no more than I would doubt the
fact that two and two make four. I was one of the greatest sufferers from the
war with this tribe in 1860 — a war in which they were not the aggressor, a
war, I am convinced, that would never have been had the white man done
justice, or even regarded the law of nations, (a flag of truce,) and listened in
the beginning to the counsel of this same old Chief. Now, may God bless
him! and incline your hearts to respond to his cry; for, in truth, I believe he
has saved us from bloody scenes similar to those of 1860.

I cannot propose any practical scheme for the relief of the Chief and
his tribe; I leave that to the active benevolence and discretion of the good
Samaritans of this city. The Mayor, I think, would be the proper person to
set first about it. There is, I have no doubt, plenty of help ready to be given
if only a practical way is pointed out. I am a woman, and cannot myself
take any active steps in the matter, but if any one wishes suggestions from
me, I am ready to give them. I enclose my name and address, which you
can communicate to such enquirers as you may think fit. The first thing to
be done is to rescue the Chief, his daughters and his native attendants from
the present degrading exhibitions, and provide for their immediate wants.
Afterwards such contributions in provisions and blankets should be furnished
to his people over the mountains as may seem expedient to the enlightened
charity of this community. A SETTLER ON THE CARSON RIVER IN 1853.

“Win-a-muc-ca.”
Gold Hill Daily News (Gold Hill Nv), September 22, 1864, 3, col. 1.

The High Old Chief of all the Pi-utes, passed through town on his way to
Virginia city, yesterday at 2 oclock.

He expects to return to-day to Dayton, where he will remain this coming
winter. He was accompanied by his only son, (a lad we should judge about
fifteen years old,) and two daughters. We should judge that he must be truly
loyal to our government, (putting Copperheads wofully to shame) inasmuch
as he required two of his subjects to encircle him with an arch of “the red,
white and blue Passing up through Main street, Gold Hill, he halted at
Wells & Fargo's Express Office, when quite a large crowd gathered around
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him, he made a very sensible, though broken speech, not forgetting to make
it emphatic by appropriate gestures. One of his daughters, who by the way,
could talk very plain English, and was quite intelligent, acted as interpreter.*
He said, to use his own words as near as we could gather them — “the white
men come to the red man’s country, he takes the Indians lands, cuts down
their pine nut groves, and kill their sage hen and rabbits, and they give the
poor Indian nothing in return. I travel around through my country, and white
man want me to pay taxes and charge me tolls where before the white man
came, my people roamed with freedom, and now your people say you give
us blankets, flour and meat, but we no get them unless we pay for them. We
think it hard for white man to treat us so, and I came to ask white man to
give us something, but I do not want white man to give unless he is entirely
willing. The Indian east upon the Plains fight white man; they will not mind
me; I try to stop them. Young Winnemucca is not my son; he says he is, but
he is an impostor.” I have got but one son; he is here with me. White man
commenced the war at Ragtown.® I did not want to fight, but I could not
keep my people back; they would not obey me” We would say here that Old
Winnemucca did oppose the war of ’60 with all his might but the Young
Chief’s council prevailed; they would have war, Young Winnemucca leading
them. By this time a large crowd had collected, and a hat was passed around,
and its contents passed to the Old Chief’s daughter. When she had counted
it, Winnemucca signalled with his fingers twenty-five dollars, at the same
time waving a grateful acknowledgement with his right hand, bowing grateful
thanks to all. He then gave a specimen of the Indian whoop and started his
cavalcade toward Virginia. Some one in the crowd proposed three cheers for
the Old Chief, and three hearty, rousing cheers were given — all seeming well
pleased with the Chief and his daughters, “especially” with the daughters.

“City Items.”

Daily Alta California (San Francisco cA), October 22, 1864, 1, col. 1.

An Aboriginal Turnout — Quite a sensation was created on Montgomery
street, yesterday afternoon, by the appearance, in grand tenue, of the old
Pi-Ute chieftain Winnemucca and his two daughters and, six of the male
warriors of the tribe, who, arrayed in all the glories which a lavish use of
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ochre, vermilion, scarlet flannel, and bright-colored feathers can give, drove
along that crowded thoroughfare in three open carriages. The young ladies,
(the Misses Winnemucca) apart from the chronic blush on their cheeks,
comported themselves with a native dignity that bespoke them “to the man-
ner born” and as simply enjoying the privileges which should be accorded
to them as belonging to the EE. Vs — first families of Virginia (City) — while
the old Sachem of the land of silver and sage brush looked perfectly serene
as he sat by the side of the driver. The second vehicle was driven by one
of the four young “bucks” which it contained, and he handled the ribbons
as if he had appeared on the stage before. This rather novel display of the
denizens of the desert putting on airs and taking an airing on the fashion-
able promenade attracted considerable attention, and will doubtless have
the effect of drawing a house to the exhibitions of savage life and striking
tableaux, to be given by these aboriginal artists at the Metropolitan Theatre
this afternoon and evening.

“City Items.”
Daily Alta California (San Francisco cA), October 23, 1864, 1, col. 1.

The Aboriginal Entertainment. — The Metropolitan Theatre was pretty
well filled yesterday afternoon, by an audience composed almost entirely
of ladies and children, curious to see real live Indians on the stage. After
the performance, by a rather slim orchestra, of a number of airs, supposed
to be adapted to all sorts of entertainments, from those of the Martinetti
troupe to the Menken Mazeppa escapade, the curtain was raised, disclos-
ing a parlor scene, with the whole of the aboriginal family arranged in the
following order: The centre group was composed of Winnemucca, high
old Chief of the Pi-Utes, with his two daughters, Lo-me-to-na, or the Shell
Flower, and Te-woo-to-na, or the Lattice Flower, seated in state on a sofa.”
The old Chief was dressed in a suit of what might have been brown cloth,
or well-worn buckskin, with some odd kind of stage sword-belt, studded
with tin buttons, thrown over his shoulder, and a head-dress more nearly
resembling an enormous mop than anything else we can compare it to —in
fact, he would have created quite a sensation in a torch-light procession of
Broom Rangers.® The young ladies, or “squaws,” so to speak in the vernacular,
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were attired in yellow buckskin hunting shirts and leggings of the time-
honored stage style, the only difference in their “get up” being in the height
of the rainbow-hued feathers of their d la Montezuma head-gear.” The dress,
although not at all resembling what they wear “at home,” from our own
experience in the desert, was well calculated to display their native charms
and graces to the best advantage. To the right and left, ranged four deep,
with their arms at rest upon tables placed there for that purpose, were the
eight “braves;” who, according to the big posters, for small programmes were
not furnished, rejoiced in the following elegant and euphonious names:
Too-poo-we, or Natchez; Song-a-wee, or Martin the Bird; Nee-won-nat-
see, the Snow Cloud; Poo-at-sai, the Doctor; Poo-e-quat-see, Foliage of
the Forest; Pass-e-you, White Water; O-a-wa-quat-see, Sun and Moon,
and Too-near-nee, the Black Devil. These warriors were all rigged out in a
curious uniform costume, as far as red shirts and head dresses resembling
feather dusters went, but the nether extremities disclosed a varied make-up
of buckskin leggings, cotton tights, cassimere pants, mocassins, high-lows,
and brogans, that would doubtless be worn by “Injuns,” whether Pi-Utes
or Diggers — if nothing better offered.'® Which of the “braves” was Snow
Cloud, White Water, or Black Devil, we were unable to distinguish, as they
were not labelled or stamped, and we concluded that the fanciful nomen-
clature was all bosh, put in to fill the bill. Then, to think of Shell Flower
being mistaken for Lattice Flower, or of passing the gentle pair as Wall
Flowers! — and where, in the world of sand drifts, sage clumps, and alkali
waters, did old Mr. and Mrs. Winnemucca ever see a lattice on which to
train a flower? We confess to being euchred with the left bower, i.e. Lattice
Flower, and wish we had passed.'* The Royal Family were introduced to
the audience by a gentleman in black (all but his boots, which lacked the
color) as Winnemucca, Chief of the Pi-Utes, and his two daughters. Royal
Family bowed. The audience returned a rapturous greeting. Warriors to
the right and left of us also presented. The eight arose from their seats as
one man, made a mechanical, half-military salute, half-oriental salaam,
and subsided. The gentleman in black then read a lecture on Pi-Utes and
“any other Indians,” which sounded in its delivery like a school boy’s pro-
duction, and spoke of pale faces, red men, tented plains, warriors with a
hundred wounds, etc. It was intended, however, to be highly eulogistic of
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the Great Chief, but the only thing we could clearly catch was something
about a gun that had been presented to him by the whites, and which he
pronounced a “d — d good gun.” This the lecturer repeated and empha-
sized, and therefore it must have been so spoken by the old Chieftain. The
lecture finally came to an end, and after an intermission of five minutes,
the tableaux vivants, with the accompaniments of forest scenery and Greek
fire, were introduced, in the following order: “The Indian Camp,” “The
Message of War,” “The War Council,” “The War Dance,” “The Capture of
a Bannock Spy;” “Scalping the Prisoner;” “Grand Scalp Dance,” “Scalping
of an Emigrant Girl by a Bannock Scout,” “The Wounded Warrior,” “The
Coyote Dance,” and a series of five tableaux representing Pocahontas sav-
ing the life of Captain John Smith. One of the “Flowers” enacted the part
of the famous Indian Maiden, and Old Winnemucca the hard-hearted old
parent, Powhatan. A white man in the costume of an “honest miner” did
the John Smith. It might have been “John Smith” himself for aught we know
to the contrary. Some of the tableaux were very good, the Indians seem-
ing to possess the power to maintain an inanimate position as if carved of
bronze — as, for example, the “Wounded Warrior” than which the “Dying
Gladiator” is not more effective. Of the dances the Coyote was the best,
and was decidedly the favorite with the youngsters, especially when the
“Flower” (the one that most resembles Menken) got a back fall by pulling
too hard on the tail of the Coyote.

The crowning feature of this unique entertainment was the address, in
the Pi-Ute dialect by Winnemucca, and interpreted by one of his daughters.
The old fellow came forward to the front of the stage, supported by the two
flowers, Shell and Lattice, and with a self-possession and assurance that
would do honor to a Copperhead stump speaker, spoke as follows:

“Rub-a-dub dub!, Ho-dad-dy, hi-dad-dy; wo-hup, gee-haw. Fetch-water,
fetch-water, Manayunk!”

That’s about as near as we could catch the words as they fell, and they
were taken up and rendered by the Shell, in very good English, thus:

“My father says he is very glad to see you. He has heard a great deal
about San Francisco, and wanted very much to see it; so he has come to
see it for himself!”

His part of the speech being loudly applauded by the appreciative audience,
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the old fellow became inspired and rattled off at such a telegraphic rate that
we couldn’t come up with him at all. Not so with Shell Flower; she had been
thar and knew just what to say, and it came to us in her sweet English voice
to this effect: “My father says he is glad to see so many of you here, and he
hopes there will be a great many more to-night, when he hopes to accom-
modate you— I mean please you better”” The curtain fell amidst the most
rapturous applause from the ladies, and the Pi-Ute war whoop from the
boys. The aboriginal entertainment was over. People like novelty, let them
have it. Opera and minstrelsy will pall after a season or two, and if we do
go now and then to see an aboriginal entertainment or a Chinese theatrical
troupe, whose business is it? we would like to know.

“Sutliffs.”
Virginia Daily Union (Virginia City Nv), October 7, 1865, 3, col. 1.

The Winnemucca series of Indian tableaux are a perfect success, and a
decided hit, filling the hall nightly. All should go and see them while they can.

“An Indian Girl’s Essay on the Indian Question.”
Chicago Tribune, April 23, 1870, 2, nc.

Dear Mr. Brunot: Commissioner Parker received the following letter from
an Indian girl in Nevada to-day. I give the letter precisely as it was written
by its author, in a clear and beautiful hand. Vincent Colier, Secretary of
the Board of Indian Commissioners. Camp McDermot, Nevada, April 4."

Sir: I learn from the commanding officer at his post that you desire full
information in regard to the Indians around this place, with a view, if pos-
sible, of bettering their condition, by sending them on the Truckee River
reservation. All the Indians from here to Carson City belong to the Pah-utes
tribe. My father, whose name is Winnemucca, is the head Chief of the whole
tribe, but he is now getting too old, and has not energy enough to command
nor to impress on their mind the necessity of their being sent on the reserva-
tion; in fact, I think he is entirely opposed to it. He, myself and the most of
the Humboldt and Queens River Indians were on the Truckee reservation
at one time, but if we had stayed there it would have been only to starve. I
think that if they had received what they were entitled to from the agents,
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they would never have left there. So far as their knowledge of agriculture
extends, they are quite ignorant, as they have never had an opportunity of
learning, but I think if proper pains were taken that they would willingly
make the effort to maintain themselves by their own labor, providing that
they could be made to believe that the products were to be their own, and
for their own use and comfort. It is needless for me to enter into details, as to
how we were treated on the reservation while there; it is enough to say that
we were confined to the reserve, and had to live on what fish we might catch
in the river. If this is the kind of civilization awaiting us on the reserve, God
grant that we may never be compelled to go on one, as it is more preferable
to live in the mountains and drag out an existence in our native manner.

So far as our living is concerned, the Indians at all the military posts get
enough to eat and considerable cast-off clothing, but how long is this to
continue? What is the object of the government in regard to the Indians?
Is it enough that we are at peace? Remove all the Indians from the mili-
tary posts and place them on reservation such as the Truckee and Walker
River (as they were conducted) and it will require a greater military force
stationed around to keep them within the limits than it now does to have
them in subjection. On the other hand, if the Indians have any guarantee
that they can secure a permanent home on their own native soil, and that
our white brethren can be kept from encroaching on our rights after hav-
ing a reasonable share of ground allotted to us as our own, and giving us
the required advantage of learning, etc., I warrant that the savage, as he is
called to-day, will be a law-abiding member of the community fifteen or
twenty years hence. Yours, respectfully,

Sarah Winnemucca.

“An Indian Girl’s Letter.”

Gold Hill Daily News (Gold Hill nv), April 28, 1870, 3, col. 2 [excerpt].

The following letter, recently received by Indian Commission Parker, will
be read with interest, as the writer, Sarah (or “Sally”) Winnemucca, is well
known in this section.'® The letter is said to have been written “in a clear,
beautiful hand,” and shows that Sally profited by her opportunities during
her residence at Dayton, Virginia, and other white settlements.'* [The letter,
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identical to that published in the Tribune save for a few omitted commas,
follows. — Eds.]

“Sarah Winnemucca.”
Harper’'s Weekly (New York NY), May 7, 1870, 291, col. 3.

Sarah Winnemucca, an Indian girl in Nevada, has written a very sagacious
letter to Indian Commissioner Parker. She says what all the intelligent and,
at least, semi-civilized Indians have always said, and constantly repeat. Sarah
is the daughter of Winnemucca, the chief of the Pah-utes, and she states
that the civilization offered to them upon their reserve was worse than
the barbarism of savage life. If the agents had been honorable the Indians
would have remained. But they could not consent to starve. Nor has she any
doubt that they would willingly try to maintain themselves by their labor
if “they could be made to believe” that they could securely enjoy the fruit
of it. At the military posts the Indians get enough to eat and “considerable
cast-oft clothing;” but, she asks, “how long is this to continue?” It will take
more soldiers to confine the Indians to reservations upon which they are
starved and maltreated than to keep them in subjection. On the other hand,
if they are sure that they can acquire a permanent home, and that the white
neighbors can be prevented from encroaching, then, with proper teach-
ing, “I warrant that the savage, as he is called to-day, will be a law-abiding
member of the community fifteen or twenty years hence”

Prophecies, as Mr. Seward could teach Sarah Winnemucca, are danger-
ous.'® But it is surely worth while to make the effort to try an honest policy
with the Indians. If there are savages who will not be tamed, at least there
are a great multitude of Indians of whom what this letter says is true. And if
it shall turn out that there is no Sarah Winnemucca, and that no such letter
was ever written, its statements will still remain as the plea and protest of
thousands of the Indians.

“Miss Sarah Winnemucca.”
Semi-Weekly News (Boise 1D), May 11, 1870, 2, col. 1.

Harper’s Weekly contains a highly poetical allusion to Sarah Winnemucca,
the interesting daughter of Mr. Winnemucca, chief of the Piutes, whose
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gallant exploits in stealing horses and cutting the tongues out of defenceless
emigrants, will long be remembered by the people of Nevada and Southern
Idaho with feelings of just pride and admiration.'® Now this noble aborigine’s
daughter, Sarah — no less — is to come in for a share of the honors which have
been lavished so unsparingly in days gone by upon her illustrious sire, the
old gentleman Winnemucca. Miss Sarah, says Harper’s Weekly, “has written
(?) a very sagacious letter to Indian Commissioner Parker;” in which she has
eloquently portrayed the wrongs of her race. What infernal noodles some of
those Eastern people are. If we are not very much mistaken we had the plea-
sure of seeing, some years ago, Miss Sarah at Camp McDermot, Nevada. She
and a few other interesting relics of the “noble red man” were being fatted at
the Fort during that winter for the spring campaign against Idaho emigrants.
The emigration having stopped for the season, “there were no other worlds
to conquer;” so Sarah and her tribe were about to fare badly, as the supply
of dried scalps, grasshoppers and lice had been exhausted. Their condition
excited the sympathy of Uncle Sam’s boys at the Fort, so they were taken
in and cared for until spring, when they resumed their favorite pastime of
stealing and murdering. But it is our recollections of Miss Sarah we propose
to recite. Sarah was at that time about sweet sixteen or twenty — it would be
difficult to judge of her exact age from her appearance, owing to a careless
habit she acquired of never washing her beautifully chiseled features. But as
we had been taught to judge the age of a cow by the wrinkles on her horns,
or the age of a tree by the belts of growth on its trunk, so we made a slather at
Miss Sarah’s age by the number of scales of greasy dirt which naturally accu-
mulated on the ridge of her comely countenance during the lapse of years.
She was about four or five feet high —how is that for “Lo?” —and not quite
as broad as she was narrow. Her raven tresses, which had been permitted to
coy with the sportive breeze, unbound, unwashed and uncombed, from her
earliest childhood, stood out in elegant and awry confusion from her clas-
sically shaped cabesa, which contributed to her contour an air of romantic
splendor. Her style of dress, though primitive, closely assimilated that worn
by her more fashionable white sisters in Paris and other big towns. It was the
fashion of the day, slightly exaggerated, consisting of an elegant scarf, about
a foot wide, cut from an ancient horse blanket, which was gracefully girded
round her delicate waist, the circumference of which, owing to the scarcity
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of clover and fresh crickets at that season, had materially diminished, over
which hung a beautiful set of skeleton hoops. These completed the toggery of
this sweet and simple daughter of nature.'” Her feet were encased in mocca-
sins, and showed evident indications of hard service and long walks over the
rocky hills and sage-brush plains, the mud of her native heath, crisp and dry,
clinging tenaciously to her toes. And we are glad to be able, to state that this
divinity was treated during her brief sojourn among the white savages with
all the respect due her exalted rank and birth-right — as the only daughter
and heiress of that noble old chief, Winnemucca. If Miss Sarah has improved
her time as well since we saw her, as she evidently had previous to that date,
we have no hesitancy in pronouncing her at this day a highly cultivated and
refined young lady, well qualified to write a “sagacious letter to Commissioner
Parker, [”] or to make a valuable contribution to Harper’s Weekly.

“An Indian Princess in the Sage Brush.”
Daily Alta California (San Francisco cA), August 29, 1870, 2, col. 4.

A correspondent of the Sacramento Record, writing from Winnemucca says:

This place, like all others that were once the terminus of the railroad tract,
has lost some of its stir and bustle; still as a distributing point, it is one of
the most important on the line. Here, thanks to Dr. Steel, physician to the
royal family, I had accorded to me the privilege of being presented at court
and interviewing a live princess — no more nor less than

Mrs. Sarah Winnemucca.

Arrived at the princely headquarters, and being formally introduced by
the doctor, we were invited to take a seat in the sand under the lee of a
magnificent specimen of sage brush. Not being much of a “successist as an
interviewist,” I can only say that I found Mlle. Winnemucca to be a well-
informed, wide-awake woman of about twenty-eight years of age, and I think
the most handsome Piute of her sex that I ever saw. She conversed freely
upon the condition of her people and their future prospects, and expressed
herself as willing that her statements should go into print.

How She Likes Indian Life.
She said: I am glad to see you, although I have not now a parlor to ask you
into except the one made by nature for all. I like this Indian life tolerably
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well; however, my only object in staying with this people is that I may do
them good. I would rather be with my people, but not to live with them
as they live. I was not raised so; excepting for the good I may do them
my happiest life has been spent in Santa Clara while at school and living
among the whites.

Piute Education.

I am told, sir, she continued, that in California they are throwing away all
the old school books and adopting new ones. I am anxious to teach our
children to read and write; do you think that I could get some of the old
ones? If I can, my father, brother and myself will form a school at Camp
McDermot, and compel our people to send the children to school so that
they may learn something, as I have.'®

The Old Chief.

Father is now at Stein’s mountains, about one hundred and fifty miles north-
east from here, and has with him about one hundred and sixty people.'” He
will never again raise his hands against the whites, nor permit our people to
do so. Indeed, I do not know of a Piute who does not feel friendly toward
the whites. They are beginning to learn that it is better for them to work,
and usually they will do such labor as is offered them; still, I must admit,
that our men are terribly lazy, and won't work much. I am the Government
Interpreter at Camp McDermot, where there are a large number of my people.
With the exception of coffee and sugar, they are served daily with soldier’s
rations, and, in return, they cut wood, keep the parade ground swept, and
do other work about the camp. They are contented and are well used by the
soldiers. At other places I have heard of bad treatment, but do not know it
of my own knowledge. I think most likely the Indians were some to blame.

Their Religion.

I don’t know where they got it, but the Piutes have a religious belief. Some
say that it came from the Jesuits, but I think not as our old men know noth-
ing about them; still, they all believe in a life beyond the grave: a heaven
for good people; for the bad ones, not exactly a hell, but still not a desirable
condition. I cannot explain it, for I hardly understand their ideas of a bad
place myself. One reason why I am so anxious to teach these children to
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read is that they may be able to learn more definitely what their spiritual
condition is from the Bible. I think that — if from no other motive — they
have enough curiosity to study it.

With this we bade the young lady good evening, and so ended the inter-
view — one which interested me, and one which I trust may result in some
benefit to this dusky people, or at least to their children. This question of
education among the Indians is one of no small importance, especially
when they ask for the means themselves.

“Robbery.”

Humboldt Register (Winnemucca Nv), October 15, 1870, 3, col. 1.

Miss Sarah Winnemucca, from Camp McDermit, we learn was in town a
few days ago, and states that her house was robbed and burnt, and her horse,
bridle and saddle stolen. Miss Sarah was trying to procure a pass to San
Francisco, and report her wrongs at headquarters of the military department.

“Wanted to Marry.”

Silver State (Unionville Nv), January 27, 1872, 3, col. 2.

Application was made to the County Clerk, last week, for a license to allow
Sarah Winnemucca and —— to be joined in the holy bands of wedlock; and,
notwithstanding the usual fee was tendered that functionary, he perversely
declined to give his official sanction to their happiness.”® Sarah has probably
eloped, as we see an announcement of her arrival in Elko.

“Pacific Coast Items.”

Daily Union (Sacramento cA), March 8, 1872, 2, col. 4.

Sarah Winnemucca, daughter of old Winnemucca, Emperor of all the Piutes,
arrived in Virginia City March sth. The arrival caused quite a flutter (of
feathers) among the braves of her tribe.

“Mrs. Lieutenant Bartlett.”

Humboldt Register (Winnemucca Nv), March 9, 1872, 3, col. 1.

Mrs. Lieutenant Bartlett, once Miss Sarah Winnemucca, Queen of the Piutes,
arrived a few days since direct from the City of Latter day Saints. It will be
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remembered that about two months ago, Miss Sallie and a young Lieut. who
has since become her liege lord, applied in this county for a marriage license.
They were informed by the Clerk that the people of Nevada, entertaining
such an exhalted opinion of the noble red man, with his manifold virtues,
and desiring to protect poor Lo and his race, from the evils of miscegena-
tion, had solemnly prohibited such marriages by law, and he must therefore,
refuse the license.”* Thus foiled in their cherished aspirations, the loving
couple “hied them away” to Salt Lake, where marriages are easy, and were
duly sealed in the holy bonds &c., in accordance with the rules and regu-
lations of the Mormons. She left her worser half, to the tender mercies of
the Saints, temporarily.

“Married at Salt Lake.”
Silver State (Unionville Nv), March 16, 1872, 3, col. 1.

Lieutenant Bartlett and Miss Sarah Winnemucca, the persons who recently
made application to the County Clerk of this county for a license to get
married, and was refused, made their way out to Salt Lake and were there
joined in the holy bonds of wedlock and have returned to their old quarters.
We could never quite understand why our County Clerk should deny the
loving couple the sanction of his official seal to consummate their happiness.
The case of Sarah Winnemucca is clearly covered by the provisions of the
Fourteenth Amendment, as she is an educated lady and has, we understand,
long since renounced all tribal relations with the Indians, and is in Govern-
ment employ as an interpreter. It is true our State law forbids marriages
between white persons and Indians, but then it must be remembered that
our statute on that subject belongs to a past age, before Civil Rights bills
and constitutional amendments had become the fashion. The Fourteenth
Amendment provides that all persons born or naturalized in the United
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United
States and of the State wherein they reside, and that no State shall make or
enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens
of the United States. The Civil Rights bill which was incorporated in the
Fourteenth Amendment further provides that citizens of every race and
color shall have the same rights in every State and Territory of the United
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States to make and enforce contracts, to sue, be parties to suits, give evi-
dence, etc. The contract of marriage being a civil contract there is no doubt
but the parties have the full right to enter into it under the Civil Rights bill.

“The Piute Indians.”
Daily Union (Sacramento cA), May 16, 1872, 3, col. 4 [excerpt].

[The beginning and end of this article have been omitted; they critique
Grant’s Peace Policy for installing Christian agents who knew little about
agriculture, who wasted money, and who disregarded Native welfare. —Eds.]

Last Summer Sarah Winnemucca wrote a letter to General Ord, detailing
the wants and grievances of the Piutes. The General sent another preacher
(Bateman) to Pyramid Lake as an agent to examine into affairs.”* He called
“a council” of six old pauper Indians then on the reservation (and the only
ones), who contradicted every thing Sarah had written, at least so said an
interpreter the agent had brought with him, and who was a bitter enemy
of Saral’s. It was a little singular that Sarah had no notice of such “council,”
nor had Winnemucca, the Chief, who was at the time only five miles from
the council house. The report of that council is doubtless a curiosity. Suffice
it to say that the agent sent by General Ord supplanted the then agent. The
“head farmer” was charged with theft and peculation of various kinds, and
was finally discharged.

Pyramid Lake Reservation contains a large body of the richest lands on
the Pacific Coast, and is more than capable of being self-sustaining. The
reservation was leased out last Fall to a stock raiser (the Indian storekeeper),
and the agent is buying hay at Wadsworth, and having it hauled to the
reservation. There is on the reservation a splendid marble ledge worked
by private parties, on a lease from the Indians, for twenty-five dollars cash
and a contingent interest.

There are many abuses existing which should be examined into, and
concerning which I shall not at present enter into details. The Indians all
say if any one would show them how to build houses and raise crops they
would locate permanently, and no doubt they would. There is much sick-
ness among them, and their only chance is to die unless they work for
money to buy medicines or depend on the charity of the whites. We learn
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of one man who has given upwards of $50 worth of medicines to the Indi-
ans within the past six months. The Chief Winnemucca went up from the
Reservation to Wadsworth, laid out in the sage brush and died there for
want of medicine and care. The Indians have no houses, not a single one,
and in case of sickness are exposed to rain and sun, with no one to care for
them. The “appropriation for the Indians” is a misnomer, and should read,
“for the support of a missionary and family for a portion of the people of
Wadsworth,” as he preaches every Sunday to the whites there; the remain-
der going to a head farmer, assistant farmer, Indian trader and one or two
brokers or middle-men; in fact no one can see where or when the benefit
of the appropriation inures to the Indians.

“Pacific Coast Items.”
Daily Union (Sacramento cA), June 21, 1872, 2, col. 6 [excerpt].

A stabbing affray occurred at Winnemucca, June 18th, between a hotel waiter
and Sarah Winnemucca, daughter of Winnemucca, the Indian chief. The
wounds inflicted on Sarah are thought to be fatal.

“A Bloody Combat!!!”
Humboldt Register (Winnemucca NV), June 22, 1872, 3, col. 2.

The Queen of the Piutes Assaulted.
Fits! Faints!! Spasms!!!

The usually quiet denizens of Winnemucca were thrown into a fever of excite-
ment last Tuesday, over a difficulty which occurred between a young man
employed as a waiter at the Travelers Home, and Miss Sarah Winnemucca,
Queen of the Piutes. The trouble occurred in the dining room of the hotel,
with no one but the combatants themselves to witness the affair, consequently
we can but give the sequel to the transaction. The young man got off with a
black eye, and Salley with a severe jolt in the mouth, which split her lip badly,
and caused the claret to flow most profusely. The barkeeper interfered, and
stopped the muss. Sally rushed across the street to procure a warrant for the
arrest of her adversary, but before the papers could be made out, she went
into spasms, and soon after was taken in charge by the Indians and carried
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off to camp. The whites, however, had her conveyed from there to a room
at the French Hotel, where she lay for two days in a stupor, apparently more
dead than alive. At one time her life was despaired of, but at last accounts,
however, she was rapidly convalescing. There are, of course, all sorts of
rumors afloat. Some say Sally was the aggressor, and others that she was
not. Some say she was drunk, while others contend that she never drank.
Some who claim to know all about such things say she was drugged, while
others who claim to be equally wise, say it was nothing but an overdose of
“mad” that caused the stupor. Up to this time there has been no arrests, but
it is expected there will be as soon as “Sally goes marching around”

“Red Devils.”
Nashville Union American, January 4, 1873, np, col. 6.
An Indian Woman Stoned to Death and Burned to Ashes.

The Winnemucca (Nevada) Register of Dec. 21, relates the following story
of Indian barbarity: “News was brought to town last Monday by Thomas
Lawson that the Indians had burned a young squaw aged about 16, and
well known in Winnemucca as Jennie. The girl had lived for some time in
the family of Alexander Wise, of this place, and was quite good looking
and intelligent, but owing to some misconduct Mr. Wise turned her away
last summer. We have had a conversation with Sarah Winnemucca, the
Piute Queen, regarding the matter, and found the report of Lawson’s too
true. Sarah, and most of the Indians are very indignant over the matter,
and probably the murderers will share the same fate as their victim by the
hands of their own people. Sarah told us that Jennie had many admirers
among her own race, and one old buck claimed her as his wife; but Jen-
nie would have nothing to do with him, whereupon the brave gave her
a severe beating. Sarah then went to the Indian and told him Jennie did
not like him and that he must leave her alone hereafter, which he did, but
threatened to kill her. Whether he had a hand in her murder, Sarah did
not know. After she had been turned away by Mr. Wise, another young
Indian, known as Indian Bill, offered to take her as his second wife, and
Jennie went with him. This seems to have enraged a number of young
braves who were her ardent admirers. The direct cause of her murder Sarah
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had not positively found out, but believed it was occasioned by the bad
stories told about her, and the jealousy of Indian Bill’s other wife. At any
rate Indian Bill and his first wife took her down the Humboldt River some
distance below Winnemucca, stoned her to death, and afterward turned
her body to ashes. Mr. Lawson saw the body while burning, and recognized
it as the body of Jennie. Sarah told us that she believed that the Indians
would take the matter into their own hands and burn her murderers; and
said that Jennie’s uncle had determined on revenge, and had purchased
a pistol or gun with which to kill Bill and his wife. She did not think that
any more Indians were present at, or knew of the murder at the time it
was committed.”®

“The Piute Princess.”
Nevada State Journal (Reno Nv), February 12, 1873, 3, col. 2.

Interview with Sarah, Daughter of the Piute Chief — Her former
history — Opinion Regarding Indian affairs — The whereabouts
of Winnemucca, the Chief, Etc.

Sarah Winnemucca, eldest daughter of Winnemucca, Chief of the Piutes,
is a personage too well known in this vicinity to require any very extended
introductory notice. For several years past she has figured with more or
less prominence in the Indian affairs of this State, and from this fact has
gained not a little notoriety. Miss Winnemucca, during the past few days,
has been sojourning in Reno at the Depot Hotel, and it was with the view
of gaining a better knowledge of her eventful history that the reporter of
the Journal yesterday visited her at her hotel. Meeting her in one of the
parlors, and stating the object of his visit, she cheerfully consented to give
all information in her power, and the following conversation took place:

Reporter. —Miss Winnemucca, I have been requested by the propri-
etors of the Journal to call upon you and endeavor to gain from you such
account of your history as you may see fit to relate. The high position you
hold among the lodges of the Piutes, and the active interest you have taken
in Indian affairs, especially as regards your own people, have from time to
time brought you into enviable notoriety, and a further knowledge would
no doubt interest a great many.
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Miss Winnemucca (with considerable diffidence) —1 hardly know what
to say, Mr. Reporter, but shall be glad to gratify you, so far as in my power.

Rep. — Well, then, let us begin with yourself. I feel a little backward in
putting the delicate question as to your age, but that is an all-important
fact. When and where were you born?

Miss W. (smiling). — That is almost more than I know myself. This I do
know, I was born near the Humboldt Lake. As to the time, this much I
also know, that it was during Captain Fremont’s visit to California when
my grandfather, Captain Truckee, accompanied him and took part in the
Mexican war then going on. It was at this time, in July or during “pine-nut”
time, that I am told I was born.

Rep. — What can you say of the other members of your family?

Miss W.— My mother’s name was Tuboitonie, meaning in English, “lettuce
flower,” and referring to the wild lettuce, which grew in the hills around us,
and which our people gather and eat. My father’s name is Winnemucca,
now Chief of the Piutes. I have two brothers living on the Pyramid Lake
Reservation. An elder sister died some time since, and a younger than
myself has married a wealthy stock dealer in Montana.**

Rep. —1 suppose you know little of your early life?

Miss W. — But little, comparatively speaking. Soon after the return home
of my grandfather we went to California, to Santa Cruz county, a majority
of the lodges accompanying us, as game was reported in great abundance
there, and no one to disturb them in their new hunting grounds. My father,
however, would not go. We staid there a number of years. I was quite a large
girl when we again returned to my people, then living mostly near Austin.
Again, after a year or two, I went to California, and in Stockton met Mrs.
Roach and was adopted into her family. I was sent to the Convent of Notre
Dame in San Jose in 1861, where I remained nearly three years, when at the
request of one of my brothers I returned to my former home.

Interpreter for the U.S. Forces.

Rep. — In after years you were connected for some time with the garrisons
in this vicinity, were you not?

Miss W. — Yes, this was during 1867, during the Indian troubles, in which

t25

my people took part.”> General Gregg was then in charge of the military
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forces. He requested me to act as interpreter, and to use my influence in the
tribe to bring about peace, to show them the folly of battling against the great
forces of this country, etc. Myself and brother, Natchez Winnemucca, acted
as scouts. Most of the tribes were finally got upon the reservations at Camp
McDermit, Camp Harney and Camp Smith, and here, after a treaty was made,
they were fed as prisoners for four years, but during the past year nothing
has been done for them. This has caused much discontent, and without a
doubt is the cause of the Indian trouble now in Oregon among the Modocs.*®

[The Senate has passed the bill authorizing the War Department to feed
the Indians near Camp McDermit, who were taken prisoners three or four
years ago, and who are now reported to be starving because the military
authorities find their available appropriations exhausted. — Ed., Journal.]

Rep. — How long did you act as interpreter?

Miss W. — After peace was declared I staid at Camp McDermit as inter-
preter for nearly five years, receiving a salary from the Government. I could
have staid there till this day, but could not get along with Captain Wagner,
in command there. I left there in December, 1871.

The Piutes.

Rep. — Very few of your people speak the English language?

Miss W. — Oh yes, the younger people most all speak it well. The older
ones don’t seem to care to learn it, or can't.

Rep. — What is their condition, generally speaking?

Miss W.— Very poor. Those living upon the reservations are but poorly
clothed and poorly fed. Those living in the populated places seem much
better off. My tribe never draw anything from the Government, although
it was understood they should by the terms of the treaty. The Shoshones
living next to us draw regularly their blankets, farming implements, etc.

The Agent.

Rep. — Who is the agent at your reservation?

Miss W. — A Mr. Bateman, a Baptist preacher.

Rep. — Tell me something regarding these reservations.

Miss W. — There are two; the Walker River and Pyramid Lake. The latter
was given to my people in 1860 during the first war with the whites, and
from that day to this not a thing has been received from the agent, unless
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paid for. The men catch immense quantities of fish in Walker river during
certain seasons, and the agent allows them a bit a pound for this. Last year a
band left to worship and returned most starved, when the agent distributed
half a ton of flour and then caused the story to be circulated that he had
distributed an immense amount of provisions.

Rep. —Don’t you think something could be done to better this condi-
tion of affairs?

Miss W. — Certainly, but not through these agents. They are too anxious
to keep the people down, or from doing anything to help themselves. If let
alone they would go to work, as quite a number have done already. Our
agent is continually promising farming implements, but they never come.
He don’t want them, for should my people raise their own provisions his
place would be worth but little. Then again, I know that the agent has been
in the habit of renting the reservations to stock-raisers, putting the rent in
his own pocket. Last Fall, when I was there, there was an immense number
of sheep pastured there. It seems to me high time that the Government
should look into these matters, and see that my people shall not suffer that
these agents may put money in their pockets.

Married Life.

Rep. — You were married a short time ago?

Miss W. — Yes, to Lieutenant Bartlett, of Co. C, 1st U.S. Cavalry, on the
29th of January, 1871. We were married in Salt Lake. I ran away with him
from Winnemucca, but my brother followed me about three weeks after,
and made me return home with him, and I have not seen my husband since.
My folks were very angry at my marriage, my father especially — he says
he never will forgive me. They all knew the character of the man — he was
nothing but a drunkard. He kept continually sending to me for money after
my return home, and I supplied him as long as I could; but what makes
me now so bitter against him is the fact that he finally sold all my jewelry.
I never want to see him again.

The Old Chief.
Rep. — How long since you have seen your father — Winnemucca?
Miss W.—1 have not seen him for two years, though he was at Camp
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McDermit the first of last month. He was so angry at my marriage that,
though living but a short distance from me he would never send for me.

Rep. — There has been a report in circulation that he has gone to help the
Modocs in Oregon; at any rate, that he has mysteriously disappeared from
the reservation with a number of others. Do you know anything of this?

Miss W. — But little. During the late Indian fight in Oregon a cousin of
ours, Jerry Long, was reported killed, and my father immediately wrote to
my uncles to send him some of the best young men to go over there with
him, to see about it. Quite a number went to him, and I think they went
over into Oregon to join the Modocs. The death of Jerry seemed to raise
quite a bitter feeling among some of the tribe.

Rep. — Could you have no influence with your people in this matter?

Miss W. — Very little; when once they imagine an insult they seem to
lose all reason. When acting, as you may say, as a sort of a peacemaker, I
used to tell my people of the big bullets that the soldiers used, the big guns,
and such, but they wouldn’t believe anything of the kind. I have now told
many of the utter foolishness of their taking part in this trouble, and am
confident many have remained here through this. I cannot say that I know
my father and his braves have gone to the Modocs, but that seems to be the
general impression among us.

Rep. — Do you propose to remain long in Reno?

Miss W. — That I cannot say. I have really no particular home, but spend
most of my time in Winnemucca, where I am within easy call of my family,
and can keep well acquainted with everything regarding my people. I shall
probably return there within the week.

Miss Winnemucca.

This concluded the interview, and thanking her kindly for the manner in
which she had received him and volunteered her story, the reporter withdrew.
Perhaps at this moment a few remarks regarding the appearance of Miss
Winnemucca may not be inappropriate. Speaking comparatively, as regards
the others of her tribe in this locality, one is most agreeably surprised in the
personnel of Miss W. She is a woman perhaps 24 or 25 years of age, of about
the medium he]ight, rather stout, but not too much so, and graceful in all
her movements. Her jet black hair hangs in heavy curls, and her sparkling
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black eyes forbid anything tending to too much familiarity. She dresses very
tastefully but not extravagantly — a la Americaine, upon this occasion, in a
tight-fitting suit of black alpaca, very prettily trimmed with green fringe —in
all making a very attractive appearance. Miss W. has been fortunate in
receiving an excellent education, possesses excellent conversational powers,
and an hour spent in her company cannot fail to be attended with pleasing
remembrances. We can but conclude in hoping that she may long exert her
influence among her people, and by her own example tend to raise them to
a higher sphere of civilization than is now general among them.

“Interview.”
Reno Crescent, February 20, 1873, 3, col. 2.

Last Saturday’s issue of the Seminal Weakly, contained an account of an
interview with a woman calling herself Sarah Winnemucca, and repre-
senting herself a Piute princess of the blood royal; but who is in reality a
common Indian strumpet.”” Every word of the account she is purported
as giving of herself and her connection is false. If the editor of the weakly
published a full account of each and every squaw he interviewed he would
have room for nothing else.

Humboldt Register (Winnemucca Nv), March 1, 1873, 3, col. 1.

Mrs. Sarah Winnemucca, the Piute Princess, left this place last Wednesday,
for Salt Lake City, Utah, on a visit, so she said, to her husband, Lieutenant
Bartlett.

Humboldt Register (Winnemucca Nv), May 17, 1873, 3, col. 1.

We witnessed a settlement of a slight misunderstanding between two of
the gentler sex of the Piute persuasion, the other day. It seems that one of
their sisterhood had been slandering the virtue of Mrs. Sarah Winnemucca
Bartlett, who came here to attend the Piute dance. Mrs. Sarah, caught her
out, and went for her, and such scratching, and biting and pulling of hair,
we never did see; until, at last, Mrs. Bartlett got her traducer down, and
sat upon her, bounced upon her, and at every bounce gave her a lick in the
face, exclaiming, “there, talk so about me to white folks, will you.”
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“The Piute Queen.”
Silver State (Unionville Nv), June 23, 1873, 3, col. 1.

Her Serene Highness, Sarah Winnemucca, Queen of the Piutes, is at present
holding Court at Oreana. She has a suite of rooms at the Torrey House, and
many ardent pale face admirers pay her homage.

“Sarah Winnemucca.”
Daily Appeal (Carson City Nv), July 22, 1873, 3, col. 3.

The Carson Appeal has aroused the ire of the Piute Nation by calling their
favorite Princess — Sarah Winnemucca Bartlett, a Digger or a descendant
of Digger Indians. Mrs. Bartlett is at present residing in this city, and sends
us the following note, dated Saturday last: “Eds. Chronicle: Some of my
people are very angry because I have been called by the Carson Appeal,
a Digger, or a descendant of Diggers. They will not give me any rest till I
refute the slander. The truth is, I am full Pah-ute blood, descending from
the Truckee and Winnemucca families, and was born at Humboldt Sink.
What little schooling I have, I got at San Jose Convent.[”] (Signed) Sarah
W. Bartlett. — Virginia Chronicle.

We retreat, retract, apologise and skin it back. We thought that Miss
Winnemucca, or Mrs. Bartlett, was a Piute woman until a white Piute told
us she was a Digger and, as he said, educated by the Sisters in Marysville.
If anybody is to be scalped for calling Sarah a Digger it is he and not this
contrite and deceived reporter.

“Miss Sarah Winnemucca.”
New York Times, July 29, 1873, 2, col. 5.

Miss Sarah Winnemucca having recently passed through Carson, Nevada,
on her way to Virginia City, the Appeal of the former city thus alludes to her:
“This person is commonly reputed to be the daughter of the old war chief
of the Piutes, but this statement is denied, and it is set up on the other hand
as true, that she was born of Digger parents somewhere in the foothills of
the Sacramento Valley, and was educated by “The Sisters’ at their Catholic
academy in Marysville. Still the fact remains that she is enough versed in
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the Piute tongue to be able to talk fluently with the people of the tribe for
whom she has frequently acted as an interpreter. She is popularly regarded
as the Virgin Queen of the Piutes; is a plain little woman, pretty dark;
dresses like an American female of rustic habits and modest pretensions;
and talks English without any perceptible accent. She is quite a capable
person and reads our language and expresses herself in writing quite cor-
rectly, and with considerable force of expression. We have also heard of
her writing poetry. As a reputed princess of the Piute blood royal she is a
famous character”

“Personal.”
Evening Telegram (New York NY), September 17, 1873, 3, col. 1.

Carson, Nevada, has recently been visited by a Queen, Miss Sarah
Winnemucca. She is reputed to be the daughter of the old war chief of the
Piutes. It is also represented that she was born of Digger parents. She was
educated at a Catholic academy in Marysville. She knows the Piute tongue
well enough to act as an Interpreter, and she is popularly regarded as the
virgin queen of that tribe. She is a plain little body, and dresses like the
average American woman. She reads English. It must also be admitted that
Queen Sarah writes “poetry.”®

“Mining Discoveries.”
Silver State (Winnemucca Nv), December &, 1874, 3, col. 2.

An Immense Vein of Copper in the Rabbit Hole Range —
An Indian Guide — Characteristics of the Country.

About two years ago Sarah Winnemucca,

The Piute Princess,

Informed Captain Comins that she learned from members of her tribe
that extensive deposits of ore existed in the northwestern part of this coun-
try, near a secluded valley where the Indians, when at war with the whites,
made their headquarters. She selected a trusty Indian to accompany him to
the locality, but the Captain was unexpectedly summoned to San Francisco,
and his visit to the
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Indian Headquarters

Was indefinitely postponed. Last week the Piute selected by the Princess
made his appearance in town, and recognizing Comins reminded him of
their contemplated prospecting tour. The secret was confided to Pat. Bell,
who, in company with Comins and the Indian, quietly left town last week,
armed and equipped

With Poll-Pick and Shovel

And a weeK’s rations for three. Guided by the Indian, they rode through
sagebrush day and night, and on the evening of the second day out camped
in a beautiful valley through which a stream of water capable of running
forty stamps flowed. The mountains surrounding the valley were covered
with a dense growth of cedar, and the stream had its origin in numerous
springs in the canyons and foothills. Having refreshed themselves with a
night’s rest, the Indian led them up the mountain about a mile and a half
from the water, and pointing to an immense ledge which cropped out full
ten feet wide on the mountain, said:

“You Heap See ’Em?”

Answering “Yes,” they alighted, and proceeded, with the aid of a poll-pick,
to prospect the “find,” which they found to be a heavy, greenish-colored ore,
in apparently inexhaustible quantities. Filling a saddle-bag with specimens,
they proceeded to look around, and discovered that the vein was easily
traced a distance of a mile or more on the surface, in a granite and slate
formation, and naming it the “Antelope,” located 1,500 feet each. On their
return to camp they discovered another vein about six feet wide, which they
called the “Mountain Sheep,” and next morning, having located a mill site,
set out on their way homeward,

Loaded to the Guards

With specimens, which were yesterday submitted to our inspection. The
copper ore is massive, and undoubtedly carries a high percentage of that
metal, with perhaps silver. The other resembles galena, but ore of a similar
character found in the East Range proved to be iron. The locations, we are
informed, have been recorded in the County Recorder’s office, and samples
of the ore will be assayed and analyzed. The Captain is excited, and verily
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believes he has the best prospect ever found in the county. We hope his
anticipations will be realized.

“Royalty.”
Silver State (Winnemucca Nv), December 31, 1874, 3, col. 3.

The whole Piute Royal family is congregated here. King Winnemucca has
arrived from the north, the heir apparent, Naches, is here, and Princess
Sally is expected to-morrow from Utah. His Majesty seems to have plenty
of money and boards at the restaurants.

“A Royal Visitor.”
Nevada Tribune (Reno NV), January 14, 1875, 3, col. 3.

Princess Sarah Winnemucca, daughter of his Serene Highness the King of
that ilk, honored us with a visit last evening. Miss W. complains of wrong
done to her tribe and we have promised to publish a communication from
the lady on the subject. Miss W. is a polished lady. Her conversational powers
are great, her language grammatical, and her intonation peculiarly sweet.
We shall interview the lady, and report all her grievances in full.

“Camp McDermitt and the Indians.”
Daily Appeal (Carson City NV), January 14, 1875, 2, col. 2.

The statement was made not long since through the press dispatches that
Gen. McDowell had recommended the abandonment of Camp McDermitt
and Harney and the concentration of the troops now stationed at those points
at Carlin. This seems to have alarmed two classes of the people living upon
the frontier — the whites and the Indians. Each fears to be left alone with
the other. Neither feel themselves able to prevent outrages which would
lead to an Indian war. Some of the facts connected with this matter are
as follows: Camp McDermitt is situated about 86 miles north of the town
of Winnemucca. It is in the heart of the Indian country. In the immediate
vicinity of the post live the Piutes under their old chief Winnemucca. They
are five hundred strong. They, like all Indians who have preserved their
tribal organization, object to being brought upon a reservation. Somehow
they gauge all Indian Agents by Bateman and for that reason have a deep
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distrust for the class. Some days since Winnemucca and his sons Natchez
and Tom and his daughter Sarah, went to San Francisco to see Gen. Scho-
field and protest against the removal of the troops from Camp McDermitt.
“Carlin,” said the old war chief, “is too populous a white settlement. There
will be too much intermixture of the whites and Indians” He prayed that
the Camp whence for so long he and his warriors and women and children
have drawn their rations and the blankets and calico might be continued.
He was more than willing to depend upon the military for aid and support,
but he would not go upon the reservation.

If the Humboldt papers reflect the wish of the people on the border,
and we have every reason for believing they do, Camp McDermitt should
not be abandoned. It is on the great line of Indian tribes between Nevada
and Oregon and serves as a great protection to whites and Indians alike.

Sarah Winnemucca is here in the city and she will seek an opportunity
to be heard before the proper Legislative committees in behalf of her father
and her people, upon this subject. She should be granted a full and respect-
ful hearing. We hope the Legislature may see fit to petition the authorities
at Washington against the proposed abandonment of Camp McDermitt.

“The Piute Princess.”
Daily Territorial Enterprise (Virginia City NV), January 14, 1875, 3, col. 2.

A Brief Sketch of the Life of Sarah, Daughter of Winnemucca,
Chief of the Piute Tribe of Indians.

Sarah Winnemucca, the accomplished daughter of old Winnemucca, Chief
of the Piutes, who, in company with her brother, has been stopping for sev-
eral days past in this vicinity, gives the following particulars of a somewhat
checkered life.*” From early childhood she had a strong desire to adopt the
customs and manners of the whites and primarily to obtain a mastery of
the elements of an English education in order to carry her purpose into
effect. As soon as her father’s circumstances would permit, she, together
with two of her sisters, was placed in a select school at San Jose, California,
where she remained seven years. During the first two or three years, she
says, their progress in their studies was very slow from lack of familiarity
with the language, but when they had once mastered the intricacies of the
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English vernacular they got along famously thereafter. She modestly added
that she was the dullest of the three, and stated that while in school she
had a great passion for needle and crochet work and would often leave her
books under the desk and apply herself to the crochet business, meanwhile
keeping a sharp eye on the teacher. During our conversation with her, she
made use of the very best English, clothing her thoughts in words pure,
expressive and classical. Since leaving school she has led an adventurous
life, some of the time residing with her father, by whom she is greatly idol-
ized, but often absenting herself from home for a year at a time. For quite
a number of years she was employed by the United States Government as
an interpreter. She is under the impression that she is about 31 years of age,
but does not look to be over 22. Many of our citizens readily recognize, as
she passes along the street, the handsome, well-formed, intelligent-looking
petite young lady with dark flowing hair, Spanish eyes and complexion, as
the daughter of the Winnemucca chieftain. Three years ago she was married
to a white man named Bartlett and went to reside with him in Salt Lake City
where she remained one year, when, for some cause or other, she left her
husband, and once more gladdened with her presence the “wick-e-up” of
her aged father. She still retains a perfect command of the Piute language,
coupled with a love for the people of her tribe, often mingling with groups
of them seated on the ground while engaged in playing the traditional game
of “poker” On such occasions she never hesitates to partake of their primi-
tive and homely fare, consisting of seeds, pine nuts, roots, game or fish. Her
two sisters, on the contrary, she represents as being proud and disinclined
to associate with any of the red-man tribe. The friendly feeling manifested
by herself towards them has greatly endeared her to the children of the
desert. Last week, in company with her father, she visited San Francisco
for the purpose of having an interview with Major General Schofield, com-
manding the Department of the Pacific. The object of the visit, on the part
of the old Chief, was to ask General Schofield not to withdraw any of the
troops stationed near the reservation for fear that the Piutes would get to
quarreling among themselves and bloodshed be the result. The father and
daughter also pleaded eloquently in behalf of the poverty-stricken Piutes,
asking the General to furnish them with farming implements, seeds for rais-
ing cereals, and some person to initiate them into the mysteries of farming.
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General Schofield referred them to the Indian Agent, but was assured that
he would do nothing for them. Having accomplished nothing from their
visit they returned to Reno, the young lady and her brother taking pains to
visit Senator Jones at his residence in Gold Hill for the purpose of talking
over their grievances and enlisting his sympathies in their behalf. The hon-
orable Senator received them very graciously, listened to their complaints
and promised to do everything in his power while at Washington to aid in
ameliorating the condition of the Piute tribe. In conversation with the young
woman, the subject of this sketch, we learned that her father was about 8o
years of age, also that she has an aunt residing in Silver City, a young son
of whom is being educated in the public school of that town.

“Local Intelligence.”
Register (Wheeling wv), January 15, 1875, 4, col. 1.

A Piute Princess is the owner of a silver mine in Nevada. — Exchange.
Comment of a nice young man: Oh! that I could make that Princess’ mine.

“Old Winnemucca.”
Gold Hill Daily News (Gold Hill Nv), February 9, 1875, 2, col. 2.

Old Winnemucca, Naches and the Princess Sarah have been interviewing
the Silver State. They complain bitterly of a scarcity of food and clothing,
and aver that the Indians at Winnemucca, Big Meadows and Unionville
receive no annuities from the Government and never have received so much
as a blanket. Whose business is it to see that these Indians are provided for?
Was there not an appropriation of $15,000 made for them last year? Where
has it gone, or why is it not devoted to their needs? We would like to know.

“Suffering Indians. The Piutes of Nevada in
Danger of Starvations— An Appeal for Aid.”
Daily Evening Bulletin (San Francisco cA), February 12, 1875, 4, col. 2.

Several Piute chiefs and captains, including old Winnemucca and Natchez,
with the Princess Sarah, called on us in a body and requested that the
condition of the tribe in this vicinity be made known to the public. They
say that there are about 1,000 Piutes in this county. They are divided into
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four bands, each of which is governed by a captain, one being at Camp
McDermit, another at Winnemucca, a third at Unionville, and the fourth at
Big Meadows. All are dependent, to a great extent, upon the charity of the
whites for support at this season of the year. In Winnemucca and Unionville
they fare tolerably well upon the refuse food of families and hotels, together
with what they get for doing odd jobs for the whites. At Camp McDermit,
where there are now at least 150 congregated, they are in a starving condi-
tion. Capt. Warner, who has command of the military post at that place,
gives them a sack of flour occasionally, and the settlers are kind to them, but
what they receive is not at all adequate to their wants. Sarah Winnemucca
pathetically describes the destitute condition of her people, whom she says
never received food or blankets from the Government, except when they
were held as prisoners of war at Camp McDermit. She says that Senator
Jones and General Schofield both informed her that an annual appropria-
tion of $15,000 was made for the Piutes, and she cannot understand why
at least a portion of that sum is not expended in feeding them when they
are starving. She states, too, that the Indians at Winnemucca, Unionville
and Big Meadows receive no annuities from the Government, and never
did get even a blanket. She has a wholesome horror of Indian agents, and
is of the opinion that if the distribution of appropriations was left to the
military the Indians would fare a good deal better than they do now, and
at less expense to the Government. She says her people at Camp McDermit
will have to steal or starve, unless provision is made for supplying them
with something to eat from now until April or May. — Winnemucca Silver
State, February 8th.

“The First Piute War.”
Daily Evening Bulletin (San Francisco cA), February 24, 1875, 4, col. 2.

The Indian Princess Sarah Tells How the Uprising Took Place.

The Piute Princess Sarah Winnemucca is in many respects a most remark-
able woman. Her constant care for her people, and her love for her old
father are traits which must recommend her to all right thinking men and
women. The condition of the Piutes at present is such as must cause serious
alarm to the settlers in the vicinity of Pyramid Lake and Camp McDermit.
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The Government is no longer willing to furnish the Indians with supplies;
but the Indians must live, and a hard and bitter winter is not yet over. The
struggle for an existence becomes harder day after day, and an outbreak
may occur at any time. The Piutes will not act badly unless forced to do
so by the pangs of hunger. We have received a letter from the Princess in
relation to the first uprising of her tribe, which we give in full:

Winnemucca, February 20, 1875.

To the Editor of the Virginia Evening Chronicle —

sIR: —In 1860 occurred the first trouble between my people and the whites.*
The cause was this: There lived on Carson river, at a place called Sixteen-
mile Desert, two brothers named Williams. One day two of my young girls,
aged respectively 10 and 12 years, were gathering seeds near the house, when
one of the brothers came out and invited the girls into the house, saying he
would give them something to eat. They accepted the invitation, and after
they had eaten the men took the children down into a cellar, bound their
hands, and tied up their mouths with cloths to prevent them from scream-
ing. They then ravished the girls and kept them in the cellar for six days,
and were only discovered by the mere accident of an Indian coming up to
the house. He had a dispute with the Williams brothers about the trading
of a horse, they not having given him what they had agreed to. The Indian
went to the stable to recover the animal, when the Williams brothers set
a dog upon him, which bit him so violently as to cause the poor fellow to
cry out with pain. The girls heard and recognized the voice of the Indian,
and screamed so loud as to make themselves heard by him.

He came home and reported what he had heard to the girls’ father, who
had been searching all over the country for the lost children, and just as
soon as the news came that they were at Williams’ the camp became wild
with excitement, and they made for the white men’s house and demanded
the girls. But the white men denied that they were in the house, until a
brother of the girls knocked one of the white men down with his gun and
was about to kill him, when they acknowledged where the girls were. Such
a sight as was presented by these little things, it was shocking. These two
white men were killed at once and their houses burned to the ground. This
was the cause of our trouble at the time, which continued for several months,
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during which time there was a great many lives lost. Among them was Major
Ormsby, who collected a company of volunteers and came out to fight us.**
There was a treaty made at the close of the war, by which the Government
was to give us plenty of food and clothing and our reservation at Pyramid
Lake, where we were to remain and receive what was promised us. But the
result is, we receive nothing from these agents, who were sent to take care
of us. There have been about five agents since the Reservation was given
to us, not one of whom has ever done anything for us yet. The Reservation
has been taken away from us, or at least that portion of it which was good
for anything. This is our first treaty. — Virginia City Chronicle, February 22d.

“Bateman Agitating More Trouble.”
Humboldt Register (Winnemucca Nv), February 26, 1875, 2, col. 2.

The Reverend Indian Agent — Bateman, is again at his dirty tricks. The
newspapers have been asking him some naughty questions respecting
the disposition of the money placed in his hands for the benefit of the
Indians under his charge. The troubles are this time kicked up by Sally
Winnemucca, and Bateman is trying to get even again. He probably dares
not to send a file of soldiers to arrest and take her to Fort Alcatraz as he
did Natchez a year ago; but he is trying to scare them to submission to his
wishes.*” To this end he has sent his Indian runners all over the country,
ordering all Indians upon his reservation at Pyramid Lake, under penalty
of being driven by soldiers away off to Wyoming.>* His runners arrived in
this place night before last and delivered their message from the Rev. Agent.
As might be supposed it created an indignant alarm among the Piutes in
this section; and quite a number have already taken leg bail towards the
north.>* Yesterday Natchez, with some of his men, visited us, and laid his
troubles before us; and swore that he would not go upon the reservation
under Bateman, nor would he go to Wyoming, that he had done nothing
to be driven out of his country for; and not being able to read the papers
he knew nothing of what the papers had been saying lately concerning the
agent. We assured Natchez and those with him that the government had
no intention nor desire to remove them to Wyoming or any other place, so
long as they behaved themselves; nor would it force them upon a reservation
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against their will. That Bateman’s threat was an idle lie, and when we told
him what the papers had been doing, he and them understood the whole
scheme, and went away satisfied. What answer he returned to the agent we
have not learned, but concluded it was not very satisfactory to the reverend
gentleman. What object Bateman can have of starting these needless alarms
among the Indians we cannot conjecture. He can do no good in such a
course; but only arouses their savage and revengeful instincts. This is not
the first time that this agent has endeavored to create a muss among the
Indians; and if he continues in this dastardly game in order to cover up his
stealings, the white men whom he is jeopardizing by his idle, lying threats,
should take the law into their own hands and literally boost him out of the
country with an invitation not to return.

“Indian Rows.”
Humboldt Register (Winnemucca Nv), March 19, 1875, 3, col. 2.

Last Saturday evening the Indians including the squaws had a jolly time
getting on a drunk and fighting among themselves. We understand that
one old squaw known as Snake River Sal, had been reporting a story, a
false one, of course, derogatory to the chastity and virtue of Princess Sally
Winnemucca.* Of course the Princess could not, or would not, submit to
such defamation of character, and her royal blood boiled in her veins; which
was heated to a high degree by an overdose of the elixir of life known as
China brandy. In this state of physical and mental excitement, she sought
to inflict summary chastisement upon her traducer. Lord, how the fur
flew! Owing to superior strength, Snake River Sal was an overmatch for the
Princess. Consequently white men, including our Sherift was called into
requisition to “save the Princess,” and both beligerents were walked up to
the Sheriff’s office; but after due deliberation both were let loose. The row
was continued all night, and several campoodies were incendiarily set fire
and consumed, with all the blankets and worldly goods they contained.**
The quarrel was renewed Monday evening and night was made [hideous] by
the yells of the enraged and drunken savages. Tuesday night was a repetition
of the previous two nights, but in a milder degree. The time has come when
the venders of whisky to the Indians should be summarily stopped and if
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the white men will not take it in hand the well disposed Indians will, and
we may expect to see both of China towns in flames at any time; and we
could not blame the Indians either. The Chinese know better than to give
them liquor; but if they will persist in so doing they will certainly suffer by
it; even if the whites are endangered, also.

“A Royal Prisoner.”
Silver State (Winnemucca Nv), March 27, 1875, 3, col. 1.

The Piute Princess, Sarah Winnemucca, was arrested last night on a charge
of having cut Julius Argasse with a knife, on the sidewalk in front of the
Winnemucca Hotel. She was lodged in the County Jail last night, and is
being examined upon a charge of assault with intent to do great bodily
harm, before Justice Davis to-day.*”

“The Princess Sarah Stabs a Man.”
Nevada State Journal (Reno Nv), March 28, 1875, 2, col. 4.
Winnemucca, March 27.

Sometime during the night a man called at the house of Sarah Winnemucca;
she not wishing to receive visitors at that hour ordered him to leave. He
would not and seemed determined to go in whereupon she drew a knife and
inflicted a terrible gash on the man’s face, starting at the eye and extending
down to the neck. She is now in jail awaiting examination. It seems she
has been on a jamboree since having trouble with some Indians about ten
days ago.

“The Piute Princess.”
Silver State (Winnemucca Nv), March 29, 1875, 3, col. 2.

The case in Judge Davis’ Court against Sarah Winnemucca, the Piute Princess,
for assault with intent to do great bodily harm, was after several adjourn-
ments finally dismissed upon motion of the District Attorney Saturday
afternoon. It promised to be quite interesting if prosecuted, as the attorney
for the defense, M. S. Bonnifield, had a dozen or more witnesses subpenaed,
among them two or three M.D’s and as many prominent church members.*®
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What he expected to prove by this array of witnesses has so far remained,
and probably always will remain, a mystery to the public. It was shown on
the examination that the knife by which the cutting was alleged to have
been done by the Princess was the smallest sized penknife, and it has been
presented to Professor Stewart for exhibition at the Centennial.>* Upon
being discharged from custody by order of the Court the Princess was
enthusiastically received by her subjects, male and female, a large number of
whom awaited the result of the examination outside the Courtroom. Naches
delivered a long address to the dusky assemblage, after which Sarah delivered
what was taken for granted as an appropriate address, at the close of which
the bucks and squaws scattered to hunt for amuck, vulgarly called grub.

“A Princess on a Spree.”
Daily Observer (Utica NY), April 3, 1875, 6, col. 1.
From the Nevada Silver State. March 16.

Last Sunday evening the Piute Princess Sarah Winnemucca, notwithstand-
ing the recent rise in spirits, imbibed a little too freely of the exhilarating
cordial. As a consequence, her temper rose to a corresponding height, and,
incited by jealousy, her usually serene Highness became very turbulent. In
this spiritualistic mood she made a raid on a campoody in the rear of the
Court House, which sheltered one of her maids of honor, whose youthful
charms had made an impression on a young prince of the tribe for whom
the somewhat antiquated princess entertained feelings warmer than those
of a purely friendly character. With the royal blood of seventy-nine genera-
tions of Winnemuccas boiling in her veins and a quart or such a matter
of diluted alcohol steaming in her stomach, her heart fired with jealousy
and her brain burning with fury, she proceeded to apply a match to the
combustible material of which the campoody is constructed, but her hand
was stayed by the brawny arm of one of her stalwart subjects before she
succeeded in making a bonfire of the structure. At this juncture the object
of her hate appeared on the scene, and a lively hair pulling ensued, in which
the princess was worsted. The noise and confusion incident to the struggle
attracted a crowd of pale faces to the scene, when the vanquished Sovereign
appealed to them for assistance. She went to Sherift Nash and implored him
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to arrest the victor, whom she represented as being a Modoc squaw, but as
hostilities had ceased, that officer refused to interfere, and the discomfited
Princess retired in disgust and has been laid up for repairs since the contest.

Nevada State Journal (Reno Nv), April 11, 1875, 3, col. 1.

The Princess, Sarah Winnemucca, has taken up a residence at Camp
McDermitt.

“Nevada State News.”
Nevada State Journal (Reno Nv), April 22, 1875, 2, col. 2.

Her Highness, the Princess Sarah Winnemucca, is at present holding court
at Summit Springs, on the Idaho road.

Daily Evening Bulletin (San Francisco cA), April 30, 1875, 5, col. G.

The Piute Princess, Sarah Winnemucca, met with an accident on Monday;,
between Camp McDermit and Summit Springs. Her Highness was riding a
wild horse, which became unmanageable, and falling from the saddle was
dragged a considerable distance by the animal. She sustained some injuries
from the fall and was badly bruised by being dragged through the sagebrush.

“Camp McDermit Notes.”
Silver State (Winnemucca Nv), February 24, 1877, 3, col. 2 [excerpt].
Camp McDermit, Feb. 22d, 1877.

Sarah Winnemucca (the Piute Queen) has availed herself of the advanced
state of civilization as regards the annulment of bonds matrimonial, as
she has been divorced legally from the late Lieut. Bartlett and finding her
freedom irksome, she again has tettered herself in “vinenla matrimonu”
this time, the happy man being an Indian named “Bob,” the Justice of the
Peace at Canyon City marrying them by license.*

Bob Thacker is interpreter at Malheur Reservation, and I have been told
that he is the happy bridegroom.

Old Winnemucca is in the camp and happy in the possession of a Meth-
odist preacher’s neck-tie and a cavalry captain’s uniform. He does not seem
to think the “melange” incongruous.
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“Only One Princess.”
Nevada State Journal (Reno Nv), December 14, 1877, 1, col. 1.

Only one Princess was ever born in this country — Princess Anna Murat,
the wife of the Duc de Mouchy. Princess Sarah Winnemucca was born in
Nevada, and can lick any European Princess in a fair fight.-Alta.

“The Latest from Idaho.”
Silver State (Winnemucca Nv), June 13, 1878, 3, col. 3.

The Bannocks Concentrating at Juniper Lake.
Silver City, June 12, 8:40 P.M.

Most of the hostile Bannocks have gone to Juniper Mountain, between the
Owyhee ferry on the Winnemucca road, and Camp Harney. By to-morrow
they will be able to effect a junction with the Indians who escaped from
Malheur reservation. These, with other disaffected Piutes and Shoshones
that will be gathered in, will increase the effective force of hostiles to about
six hundred. A man named Hamilton, who was a passenger on the stage
when waylaid by Indians Monday, jumped from the wagon, released one
horse by cutting the harness, and jumping on him rode back to Camp
McDermit in safety, a distance of fifty miles. He was exhausted when he
reached there. The driver was not so fortunate. His dead body was dragged
a long distance by the Indians. Sarah, daughter of Chief Winnemucca, was
arrested in Jordan Valley while in company with a man. They were smug-
gling through a quantity of ammunition to the hostiles.** General Howard
is going to interview the old gal. Some eight hundred soldiers will be in
Owyhee by next week. Some of the Bannocks have gone back to Fort Hall,
but enough are left to make serious trouble during the entire summer, no
matter how great a force is against them. Farmers have deserted the valley
for one hundred miles around.

“Despatches to Headquarters.”
Daily Alta California (San Francisco cA), June 15, 1878, 1, col. 4.

The break in the wires between Winnemucca and Camp McDermit, yester-
day, was repaired late in the afternoon, and a despatch was received from
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General Howard dated at the Sheep Ranch, six miles from Owyhee, June
14th.** It says that at 2 A.M. Captain Downey returned with his command
to Camp Harney without orders, on account of the disturbed condition
of affairs on the Reservation. This will necessitate a new arrangement of
the forces. The hostiles are between the Sheep Ranch and Camp Harney.
Sarah Winnemucca and two friendly Piutes have been sent out to bring in
settlers who are alarmed. The roads are now all clear. General Howard is
pleased that so many troops have been sent to him. With the troops of his
own command, those sent from here, three companies from Arizona, and
one company sent from San Diego, General Howard will have nearly one
thousand men at his command. The Indians are headed oft in all directions,
and can not lead the troops on such a chase as Joseph did. This campaign
will not be so long as the last, as there are plenty of troops to attend to the
Indians. The following despatch was also received via Winnemucca:

White Horse, Grant County, Oregon, June 14th, 1878 — To Gen. McDow-
ell: We have had to concentrate at this place to save our lives, leaving our
homes and property in possession of the hostile Indians. For God’s sake,
help us if you can.

[Signed by sixteen settlers.]

“A Brave Indian Squaw. Sarah, Daughter of the Piute Head
Chief, Penetrates to the Hostiles’ Camp and Rescues Her
Father and Brother— Movements of the Indians.”

New York Times, June 17,1878, 1, col. 4.

Special Dispatch to the New-York Times

Sheep Ranch, Oregon, June 16. — Sarah Winnemucca, daughter of the head
chief of the Piutes, came in to-night. She was sent by Capt. Bernard, directed
by Gen. Howard to communicate with her people, and reports as follows:
She found her father and his sub-chiefs, Oits, Egan, and their bands, retained
as prisoners by a horde of renegade Bannocks, Nez Percés, Shoshones, and
others because they would not join against the whites.*’ The hostiles are very
bitter against them. There was a big council assembled. The hostiles have a
strong position, near Juniper Lake, in a rugged, mountainous country, and
number about 700. Sarah was disguised or she would have been killed. Her
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brother aided three white men to escape who were to have been killed that
night. He escaped with them. Sarah, her father, sister-in law, and a few oth-
ers escaped at 10 oclock last night. Others escaped afterward, during a great
uproar, when there was killing of beef and rioting. This party was pursued,
and Sarah heard firing, and fears they were killed. She left her father and his
party, and rode 70 miles to us to report and beg help, and scouts have now
gone out. She says a hostile chief was killed by one of our Indian scouts, in a
skirmish with citizens, who supposed him to be Buffalo Horn.** She says he
ordered his party to leave him, and crawled to the bushes, and that is the last
they have seen of him. Sarah is intensely affected, and fears that her brother
Leo was killed.** She says her brother George accuses her of destroying her
tribe by inducing some to escape; otherwise, he says, all could have left in
time. She describes Eagle of Light, the Nez Percé renegade chief, whose son
was with Joseph last year taunting Egan with cowardice. Egan, the brave
war chief of the Piutes, sat on his horse and exhorted the hostiles to leave
them and not draw soldiers upon them. He said: “Why do you bring war
upon my people? I will not fight” The tears were streaming down his cheeks.
“You coward,” said Eagle of Light, striking at him with his knife. Crowley, a
citizen, was chased 30 miles by the Indians, and escaped to Winnemucca.
Gen. Howard joins Stewart’s column at Steinhart’s. He has troops coming
from all directions, concentrating rapidly on Stein’s Mountain by columns
from here, from Keeney’s Ferry, from Rhinehart’s, crossing Malheur, and
on Camp Lyons from Duck Valley, occupying all routes.

“The Indian War.”
Sacramento Daily Record-Union, June 17, 1878, 4, col. 3 [excerpt].

Latest from Silver City, Idaho.

... Princess Sal Winnemucca and the Bannock arrested here as a spy on
Thursday, have been pressed into service by General Howard.

... Old Chief Winnemucca and Natchez seem to have gone over to the
ranks of the hostiles.

The majority of the Piute tribe are now on the warpath.

A large number of hostiles are in the vicinity of Stein Mountain. They
are forcing the Piutes to join them.
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Several Nez Perces are now with the Bannocks; also, Eagle of the Light.
Chief Egan is held prisoner by them. Chief Winnemucca is reported to be
captured by his daughter.

[Content about Malheur has been omitted — Eds.]

The following has been received from General Howard:

Sheep Ranch, June 14, 1878.

To Assistant Adjutant General Kelton, Division of the Pacific: Your dis-
patch received. I arrived here at 2 A.M. to-day. Am glad so many troops
are en route. Captain Donley, on account of the disturbed condition at
Malheur Reservation, returned to Harney without orders. This caused a
readjustment of arrangements. The hostiles are between me and Harney. I
sent Sarah Winnemucca with two Piutes to bring in those who are merely
frightened. This and overland roads now clear. Grover is instructed to See
Fort Hall passes respected.

Howard

Oswego Daily Times (Oswego NY), June 19, 1878, np, col. 4.

Sarah Winnemucca, the daughter of the head Piute chief, is acting as a sort
of Pocahontas to the troops in Idaho. She has been among the hostile Indians
as a spy for the troops and relates how the Indian Chief Natchez aided three
white prisoners to escape who were about to be massacred. She claims no
hand in this noble effort — probably because of her maidenly modestly, but
none the less it is to be hoped she may find, if she has not a John Smith who
can both appreciate and reward her heroism and self-sacrifice.

“The Indian Trouble.”
Daily Alta California (San Francisco cA), June 19,1878, 1, col. 2.

The Indian outbreak threatens to be rather formidable; but, under the excite-
ment, natural enough with people living in sections liable to the inroads of the
merciless savages, it is scarcely to be expected that the facts will be reported
free from exaggeration. Gen. Howard will meet the Indians and suppress
their uprising as soon and suddenly as possible. But that will not be so easy.
The hostiles are reported to be in force to the number of seven hundred. The
Bannocks have reinforcements from the Shoshones, Piutes, and other tribes,
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and mean, evidently, to make it warm for the whites. Sarah Winnemucca,
reported a few days ago as having been arrested for supplying ammunition
to the hostiles — which was evidently a mistake — has been rendering good
service to the whites — gaining important information. Winnemucca himself
being received into the camp of the hostiles, was besought to join, but excused
himself because of his treaty with the whites. But he is reported as having
done a good and humane deed by a ruse, having saved from massacre three
white men — one a letter-carrier — whom the Indians had taken prisoners
and were about to massacre as soon as they got through slaughtering cattle.
He got them to escape on his horses. There is evidently hot and disagreeable
work for Gen. Howard and the troops that are joining him.

“Indian War Notes.”
Idaho Avalanche (Silver City 1D), June 22, 1878, 3, col. 3 [excerpt].

Sarah Winnemucca says that Buffalo Horn was killed in the South Moun-
tain fight and that his body can be found in the brush near where the battle
occurred. Who killed him? is the question now. The honor of this feat lies
between Nick Maher, Piute Joe and the lamented O. H. Purdy. Many believe
that Purdy was the man, and it would be a sort of grim satisfaction to know
that he got away with one of the leading infamous fiends before he himself
was laid low by their bullets.

[Unrelated material about the war has been omitted here and later in
this piece. — Eds.]

Old Winnemucca brought in the report on Monday that the hostiles
had left Stein’s Mountain the previous day and were moving into Harney
Lake Valley towards the Malheur Agency, intending to pass on northward
and inclining towards Snake River, continuing until they made connection
with the Columbia River Indians, whom they intend to secure as allies,
when they will make a clean sweep of everything before them. This band of
hostiles is composed of Bannocks, Eagle-Eye’s band of Weisers and Owitz
in command of Piute prisoners, whom they say they will keep until they

get sufficient arms to arm them with from white men they will kill.*®

Egan
told Winnemucca’s party that he would escape at the first opportunity. An

Indian who escaped later and came into Bernard’s camp says the hostiles
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had taken horses and everything from Egan and party and were holding
them close prisoners. An Indian interpreter named Jerry confirms all this
and says that Harney would be compelled to surrender soon.

Sarah Winnemucca created considerable merriment among a number
of her white admirers when she told them recently that she had to disguise
herself as a squaw in order to gain admission to the camp of the hostiles.

At the council of Indian war chiefs held a week ago at Stein’s Moun-
tains, Winnemucca, who endeavored to dissuade the hostiles from further
iniquity, told them that this section of the country was the roving ground
of the Piutes, and that the Bannocks should return to their own haunts.
Eagle-of-the-Light, running his knife deep into the ground as he talked, told
Winnemucca and Egan that there was a chance now for them to redeem
themselves by going in and helping to conquer the whites. Winnemucca
stood firm but Egan turned out to be a “bad egg”

We are rather inclined to favor the action of Col. R. L. Wood in turning
back a detachment of Bannocks who had been sent from the vicinity of Fort
Hall to the hostile camp. Indians are not to be trusted now-a-days, and old
settlers and residents, as a general thing, know better how to handle and
treat the Indians than regular soldiers do.

Natchez did a big thing in planning the escape of three white men who
were in the hands of the hostiles and would have been put to death but for
his forethought, prudence and bravery. He imperiled his own life by the
daring act, and the coolness and courage displayed by him will cause his
conduct to be held in grateful remembrance by all interested.

“The Indians.”
Salt Lake H