








Frontispiece.  Bronze votive plaque dedicated to Apollo, found
on the floor of the improvised shrine
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PREFACE

T was in 1956, while I was engaged in the excavation of the Romano-British settlement

at Camerton, Somerset, which is on the Fosse Way south-west of Bath (Aquae Sulis), that
I was informed of a similar possible settlement, also on the Fosse Way but north of Bath.
The Nettleton Scrubb site had been known for some years and had been partially excavated
by the late Mr. W. C. Priestley, who worked on the north side of the Broadmead Brook, but
my attention was drawn by Mrs. D. M. Brackenbury to wall foundations in Wick Wood on
the south side of the small river, and to the possibility of excavating the site.

Having spent some 15 years excavating the Camerton settlement, I thought the oppor-
tunity to investigate a comparable settlement on the Fosse Way was not to be missed. After
receiving permission to excavate from His Grace the Duke of Beaufort and Mr. Lomas
Webb we began work in 1956 and continued until 1972.

It was quite early, in fact in the first year of our work at Nettleton, that we realized the
significance of the site and it soon became evident that we had discovered an important
religious centre. We spent the first five years excavating the large octagonal structure,
overlooking the river, which has since proved to be a shrine of Apollo, a place of pilgrimage
in Roman times.

During the early years of the excavation, we also gained the impression that at Nettleton
we had quite a contrasting settlement to that at Camerton. I was often reminded by my
friends that Camerton was only a primitive township in comparison with Nettleton with its
well-planned shrine set in a delectable Cotswold valley. At Gamerton, with its third- and
fourth-century industrial development for the production of pewter, it was easy to visualize
the hilltop site with chimneys belching forth smoke from the Somerset coal used in its
furnaces and the small ribbon-like development of simple buildings alongside the Fosse Way
to house the artisans engaged in the industry. »

It was towards the end of the Nettleton excavation that we found that after all there was
but little difference in the two settlements, especially during the third- and fourth-century
occupation. The striking evidence that pewter-casting and other metal working were one
of the chief pursuits at Nettleton, as they had been at Camerton at a similar period, suggests
a fairly close relationship and similarity of background in such settlements along the Fosse
Way.

During the past 30 years or so I have endeavoured, with the help of my friends, to obtain
a general appreciation of the two Romano-British settlements, one to the south, the other
to the north of the important Roman spa of Aquae Sulis. Our Fellow, Professor Barry Cunliffe,
has fully recorded the many endeavours to elucidate the story of the Roman spa buried well
below the present city (Cunliffe, 1969). This, with our two settlements and the excavations
concurrently proceeding in Cirencester and Ilchester, also both on the Fosse Way, should,
we hope, provide material for a general appreciation of life and its conditions, and com-
munications, during the Roman occupation of this area of Britain. I hope the results of our
labours as recorded in this Report, together with our work at Camerton published in 1958
(Excavations at Camerton, Somerset), will contribute to a better understanding of life in Roman
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Britain and that they will be of some assistance to those who will continue to elucidate the
fascinating problems of that period.

I am deeply grateful to my many friends for their patience and kindness over the years
during which I was privileged to excavate the Nettleton site. First, I must thank His Grace
the Duke of Beaufort for permitting us to excavate the site and for the interest that he and
the Duchess took in our work on their visits to the excavations. I owe much to the late
Mr. Lomas Webb and to Mrs. Webb, who during the course of the excavations were first
the Duke’s tenants, but later became the owners; now, however, Wick Wood has returned
to the Badminton estate. Mr. and Mrs. Webb maintained an active interest and I am most
grateful for their kind co-operation.

The frequent visits made by the late Sir Ian Richmond and the late Sir Mortimer Wheeler
to the excavation, their valued advice, friendship and good humour are among the many
pleasurable memories of the very happy atmosphere which prevailed at Nettleton. To Sir
Mortimer I am also grateful for reading my original report and later, when for reasons of
economy the text was cut by a third and largely rewritten, for his inestimable assistance in
its presentation.

I would also wish to thank Mr F. H. Thompson for valued advice prior to the publication
of this report, and also the late Mr. I. D. Margary for so kindly helping to defray the cost
of additional draughtsmanship requirements. In his capacity of Secretary to the Bath and
Camerton Archaeological Society I thank my friend Peter Greening. He was responsible
for much of the general arrangement for the excavation, welfare of volunteers and assistance
with the research and checking of this report.

The specialists’ reports, so readily given by my friends, are much valued and add much
to its interest. It is my pleasure to thank the following for their contributions:

The late Mr. Derek Allen, C.B., F.B.A., F.S.A.  British coins.

Mrs M. Canham. The brooches.

The late Miss Dorothy Charlesworth, M.A., F.S.A. The glass.

Mrs. Elizabeth Fowler, M.A. The penannular brooches.

Mr. Hedley Hall, F.R.C.S. The human and animal bones.

Mrs. A. Hollowell, M.A. The goose skeleton.

Mrs. C. Margaret Guido, F.S.A. The beads.

Dr. Richard M. Reece, F.S.A. The Roman coins.

Mr. E. W. Richardson, F.I1.M.L.T. The painted plaster, cut human bones
and cremated human remains.

Mr. D. Sherlock, F.S.A. The spoons.

Dr. Grace Simpson, F.S.A. The Samian ware.

Dr. Isobel F. Smith, F.S.A. The stone axe-heads.

Professor Jocelyn M. C. Toynbee, F.B.A., F.S.A. The statuary; altars; terra-cottas; intag-

lios; ivory and special bronze objects.
Mr. R. P. Wright, M.A,, F.S.A. The inscriptions.

A number of the plates which illustrate this report recall the visits of my friend, the late
Maurice B. Cookson, with whom I spent so many happy hours on ‘Wheeler’ digs. My thanks
also go to Mr. James Hancock for photographing so many of the finds, Mr. John Macdonald
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for other photography, Mr. Andrew Kneen for his reconstruction drawings, Mr. H. M.
Hoather for pls. 111, XII and XVIII, Cdr. E. H. D. Williams, R.N. Rtd., for pls. VII, VIII,
XIV and XXXII, Bristol City Museum for pls. XXXIV and XXXV, the Department of
the Environment for the composite pl. XIa, Mr. E. Masters for pl. 115, and for many find
drawings; also to Mr. D. Browning and Lt. Cdr. M. Keighley for pottery and other drawings;
Mr. N. Bridgewater for identification of soil and other samples, Mr. David Bilbie for sur-
veying the site, Mr. Raymond Farrar, F.S.A., for advice concerning colour-coated and other
wares, Dr. Michael Fulford, F.S.A., for identification of Oxfordshire wares, and Mrs.
Vivien Swan, F.S.A., for identification of Savernake ware. I am grateful to Mr. Tom
Blagg for much valued advice concerning the compilation of the architectural catalogue,
and to Professor R. F. Tylecote, F.S.A., for identification of the crucibles. For ready advice
on Roman military equipment and some of the pottery I must thank Dr. Graham Webster,
F.S.A., and Mr. Brian Hartley, F.S.A., for identification of Samian ware. F inally, I am
indebted to Mrs. Gilly March for her revision of my original drawings — plans, sections and
finds—to bring them up to the Society’s Research Report standards, and to Mr. James
Thorn for the mounting of small finds for block-making. My thanks to some of the many
volunteer helpers, without whose dedicated assistance I could not have accomplished so
much, are recorded on page 261, note 2.

William Wedlake
January 1981
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SUMMARY

HE finding of stone axe-heads, flint implements, small ditches containing pre-Roman

Belgic pottery, and British coins suggests a prehistoric occupation on the small plateau
overlooking the Castle Combe valley at Nettleton Scrubb. It was also the site of a small
Roman enclosure, set up when the Fosse Way was constructed ¢. A.p. 47. The evidence
comes from the enclosure ditches which have produced a number of Claudian coins (c. A.D.
41-54), brooches, Samian pottery and other wares.

Soon after A.D. 69 a small circular shrine, probably dedicated to the god Apollo, was built
in the valley alongside the river, possibly superseding a Celtic religious cult already estab-
lished in the valley. The construction of a large hostel alongside the Fosse Way and a spacious
rectangular hall in close proximity to the shrine indicates a growing interest in the shrine.
They were followed, about A.D. 230, by the erection of a large octagonal podium which
encompassed the small shrine, and a precinct wall with a gateway to enclose the new centre.
This arrangement continued until about A.p. 250 when the circular shrine was destroyed by
fire. Subsequently, a large octagonal temple, consisting of an inner cella surrounded by eight
chambers and an ambulatory was built on the octagonal podium which survived the fire.

After the construction of the octagonal temple a larger hostel was built and the settlement
continued to develop at an astonishing rate. Additions were made to buildings to cope
with the increasing interest in the cult centre. An inscribed altar, a bronze plaque, an
intaglio on a finger ring and other finds testify that the shrine was probably dedicated to
the god Apollo.

During the early years of the fourth century A.D. alterations were made to stabilize the
shrine. Soon after A.D. 330 it ceased to be used for pagan worship and the building fell into
a state of disrepair. The decline of interest in the pagan temple was probably due to the
increasing adoption of the Christian religion, and evidence suggests that the building was
used as a Christian church. After A.p. 370 the now ruined building was adapted for use as a
homestead. But for a short period, about A.D. 370, a small north part of the former central
shrine was set up and used for a brief resurgence of pagan worship.

Until about A.p. 330 it appears that visitors to the shrine had provided the means to
sustain the inhabitants, but soon after this we find evidence of increasing industrial activity.
Buildings were converted and used for pewter-casting and bronze- and iron-smelting opera-
tions. This is attested by the finding of stone moulds surrounding a furnace, crucibles, and
wrought iron, with a quantity of iron slag.

During the latter years of the fourth century there was a further deterioration in building
standards. The abundant evidence of fire, and a large number of late fourth-century coins
in the fire debris, indicate that the settlement was raided on two occasions at this time. The
discarded Roman currency, bad building standards, and a millefiori brooch suggest raids
by Irish pirates, who came by way of the Bristol Channel. It is also possible that some of
the raiders settled with the inhabitants at Nettleton. These later inhabitants buried their
dead in stone-lined graves orientated east-west in wooden coffins, with no grave goods,
suggesting Christian burial. At some time after the turn of the fifth century the settlement
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came to an abrupt end. Many human bones found in the latest level, with evidence of
sword slashes, including axis and atlas vertebrae suggesting decapitation, testify that the
inhabitants met with a violent death.

Apart from a farmstead built during the medieval period, when the Roman buildings
were used as cattle byres or sheep pens, there was no other occupation at Nettleton apart
from the presence of lime-kiln burners. In course of time the ruined settlement reverted to
green pasture, which with the Broadmead Brook is such a pleasing feature of this beautiful
Cotswold valley.



PART I. THE EXCAVATION

THE excavations were conducted by the Bath and Camerton Archaeological Society,
with the kind permission of the owners, His Grace the Duke of Beaufort and Mr. L.
Webb of West Kington. The Society extends to them its most grateful thanks for so kindly
affording all facilities. The Society is also grateful to Mrs. D. M. Brackenbury for directing
the writer’s attention to the site.

During the course of the excavation visits were paid to the site by the President of the
Bath and Camerton Archaeological Society, the late Sir Mortimer Wheeler; the late Pro-
fessor Sir Ian Richmond; Professor Jocelyn Toynbee; Professor J. M. Cook; Professor
Sheppard Frere; and the then Chief Inspector of Ancient Monuments, the late Mr. P. K.
Baillie Reynolds. This valued interest in our work contributed to the solution of problems
encountered during the course of the excavation, and is gratefully acknowledged.

Monetary grants were made towards the cost of the excavation by the following: the
Society of Antiquaries; the British Academy; the Haverfield Trust; and the Carnegie
United Kingdom Trust. The Bath and Camerton Archaeological Society expresses its
appreciation and thanks for this valued assistance. The work proceeded with the kind co-
operation of the Council for British Archaeology, and thanks are especially due to the former
Secretary, Miss Beatrice de Cardi.

The greater part of the work was accomplished by voluntary labour and the satisfactory
results achieved compensate for the large amount of hard work involved. The writer is
proud to have had the pleasure of working with such a happy band of voluntary workers who
have unstintingly given their time.?

With the kind approval of His Grace the Duke of Beaufort the various finds, including
architectural fragments, from the recent excavations have been given to the City Museum,
Bristol. The material found by Mr. W. C. Priestley during his 1938-54 excavation on the
north side of the Broadmead Brook is in the museum of the Wiltshire Archaeological and
Natural History Society at Devizes.?

1. INTRODUCTION

History of the Site

The Romano-British settlement described in this paper is situated alongside the Fosse Way,
which crosses the northern corner of Wiltshire; it lies north-east of Bath (A4quae Sulis) and
about two miles north of the road junction at the Shoe Inn, where the Marshfield-Chippen-
ham road crosses the Fosse Way (fig. 1). The site, known as Nettleton Scrubb, (or Shrub) isset
in a small valley formed by steep banks of oolitic limestone capped by clay and Fullers Earth
(pl. Ia, b). The Broadmead Brook flows through the valley to join the By Brook at Castle
Combe before it joins the river Avon east of Bath.* Since Saxon times it has formed the parish
boundary between Nettleton and West Kington.?

It had been known for some time that Roman remains were to be found in the Nettleton
Scrubb valley. During 1911 or 1912 a lime kiln was constructed on the north side of the
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river and the builders came upon a piece of statuary bearing the lower part of a representation

of Diana and her hound (pl. I1a;see p. 186). This fragment lay for some years in the grounds of

Castle Combe Manor House, but was later retrieved and placed in the Bristol City Museum.
During 1938 and the following war years the late Mr. W. C. Priestley conducted excava-
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tions in the meadowland on the north side of the Broadmead Brook. He removed the disused
limekiln, and discovered a well-built wall, set against the rock face (pl. I1I; see p. 56).
The wall was built of large blocks of limestone with a rusticated facing and similar blocks
were used in the octagonal temple wall described below (pp. 21-6).

Mr. Priestley’s excavation located the site where the sculpture was found in 1911, and he
recovered a further fragment, consisting of a human foot with drapery, iz sifu in the rusticated
boundary wall. The wall itself was used, later in the fourth century A.p., to form the north
wall of a large rectangular building (pl. IIla). Rustication is normally an external feature, and
this suggests that the relief of Diana was also originally intended to be one of a series of
similar reliefs, built into the outer face of this boundary wall. Priestley’s theory that the
later building was a Mithraeum is unsupported, and the temple theory, based on the statuary,
is also placed in doubt.

Priestley also discovered a wall near the river which he thought might be a bridge abut-
ment. Moreover, there was an angle of walling to the west of the so-called temple, and
another building to the east near the road (Fosse Way) which he identified as a medieval
homestead.® No further excavation has been carried out on the north side of the river since
Priestley’s death in 1956.

The valley narrows considerably in the vicinity of the site, with steep limestone slopes on
either side of the river. Limestone scree, lying on the slopes, covers the ancient quarry face,
which was extensively quarried during the Roman and later periods. Excavation on the
southern slope has shown that the disused Roman quarry was utilized as a dump for domestic
refuse from the nearby settlement, and this has produced a number of Constantinian and
later coins down to Theodosius (A.D. 378-95).

Excavation has also shown that the river has altered its course since Roman times, and
the valley level has changed considerably (fig. 3). Because of the changing level of the water-
table during the Romano-British occupation and the constant danger of flooding, the floor
level of the riverside buildings was raised. The small river valley consequently became
covered with a thick bed of alluvium, about 2 ft. in depth, and this completely buried the
Roman buildings in the valley. The stream today follows a meandering course through the
water-meadow formed by the post-Roman alluvium bed. Excavation has shown that the
Roman buildings extend under the modern river, and that the river bed in Roman times
was about 3 ft. lower than it is today (fig. 3). It has also shown that the river was canalized
in the vicinity of the settlement, retaining walls were built on either side, and some of the
later Roman buildings were built on the stone platforms alongside these walls.

The river was bridged alongside the large rectangular building (fig. 3), by the construc-
tion of a series of well-built square stone piers along the centre of the river bed (fig. 2). There
was also some evidence to suggest that the river, at a later date, was terraced at intervals
along its course through the settlement to form a series of small waterfalls. Excavation has
shown that the inhabitants preferred to build on the low-lying ground alongside the river,
rather than on the nearby higher ground and there must have been some compelling reason
for this preference. The Broadmead Brook was the dominant feature of the settlement, and
it is possible that some river cult, practised in pre-Roman times, was perpetuated in the
Roman era.?

The excavations that form the subject of this report began in April 1956. They were
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confined solely to the south side of the river in the parish of West Kington. The
greater part of the shrine lies in Wick Wood, but a modern ‘Cotswold’ dry-stone boundary
wall crosses it in a southerly direction and the eastern part of the temple lies in the adjoining
field, as do also the associated buildings (fig. 22).8

The shrine in Wick Wood was completely excavated, and the building was cleared of a
large mass of discarded building debris. This material covered the surviving walls to a
depth of over 6 ft. above the sealed homestead floor level, which was the last occupational
level associated with the former temple.

A considerable part of the temple must have been standing in a ruinous condition when
the Cotswold field boundary wall was built across the site. The radial walls of the temple
survived in the wood behind this wall to a height of 6 ft. above the homestead floor level, but
only the foundations were left east of the wall, and it is evident that the walls were destroyed
when the boundary wall was erected (pl. XXVIIIa). During the nineteenth and early years
of the twentieth century the walls of the derelict buildings were used for making the nearby
dry-stone field boundary walls. Stone voussoirs and tiles may be seen built into the field walls
adjoining the temple site. The Roman walls were also used in the nearby limekiln. During
demolition, the stone robbers dismantled the upper parts of the walls, and any discarded
material was left nearby. It was through this accumulation of discarded debris that so much
of the temple walls was found ¢n situ.

It was because the greater part of the shrine lay in Wick Wood that we were able to
excavate fully the building and its immediate surroundings. This was not possible with the
domestic buildings of the settlement, which lie in the adjoining fields. This part of the
settlement was excavated primarily by following a planned grid system of cuttings, with
extensions made where it was necessary to recover details of building plans and other
features. While this system was not completely satisfactory, it did enable us to recover the
plan of the settlement with a minimum interference to the farmland. A complete excavation
of the settlement was neither possible nor desirable. We cannot hope to have wrested all the
secrets from this interesting site, and there is ample scope for future archaeologists, with
improved techniques, to explore the site further, which is preferable to the complete destruc-
tion of all stratigraphy in one excavation.

The recovery of plaster-coated walls standing 6 ft. above the floor level in the Nettleton
shrine is unusual in Britain and the upstanding walls proved useful in the elucidation of its

~arrangement. There are substantial remains of other buildings in the settlement. The com-
plete excavation one day of the Nettleton settlement, with its unique and well-preserved
temple, would provide an interesting example of a Romano-British settlement occupied
during the major part of the Roman occupation of Britain, and a monument comparable
with similar excavated sites on the Continent, now open to the public as national monuments.

2. FOUNDATION OF THE SETTLEMENT

The Belgic Ditches

Evidence, slight but definite, indicates that the higher ground on the south side of the
small valley at Nettleton Scrubb was occupied before the construction of the first-century
A.D. Roman enclosure to the south of the settlement. A small ditch 3—4 ft. (0.9-1.2 m.) wide
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and 2 ft. 6 in. (0.7 m.) in depth, running in an east-west direction and cut in the blue clay,
was found beneath the much later cross-bank on the south slope (pl. Va). The ditch of the
first-century A.D. enclosure was also sealed by the cross-bank, and it was at this point that
the ditch of the Roman enclosure cut across the filling of the pre-Roman ditch (fig. 4).

A quantity of Belgic-type pottery together with a coin of the Dobunni was recovered from
this earlier ditch. A second Dobunnic coin was found in a first-century level on the east side
of the valley. A second ditch of this period with a rounded termination was also found.
Extensive excavation on the east slope would most likely reveal additional evidence of this
pre-Roman occupation.

The Fosse Way (fig. 2)

It is evident from a glance at the Ordnance Survey map and the physical setting of the
Nettleton settlement that the only possible means of entering the small valley from the
north was by way of the eastern extremity alongside the 4o-ft. high limestone outcrop which
forms the northern limit of the settlement, and this is still the course taken by the modern
road. After crossing the narrow valley and spanning the Broadmead Brook by a stone bridge,
the modern road ascends the steep south side of the valley through a deep cutting into the
limestone, but it takes a course westward and this necessitates a sharp bend towards the top
of the hill to bring the road back on to the original course of the Fosse Way at the top of the
south slope.

The usual custom of the Roman road makers was to make a straight course across small
valleys and ease the gradient by making cuttings through the steeper part of the hillside.
The Ordnance Survey map suggested that the Fosse Way would be found ascending the
hill in the field to the east of the present road.

Exploratory cuttings were accordingly made at the foot of the south valley slope and a
well-metalled road was subsequently found. Eight cuttings continuing south confirmed the
course of this road and at the steepest part of the hillside the road passed through a con-
siderable cut into the limestone to ease its gradient. It was evident that the road had been in
use for a considerable period of time. Several fourth-century coins were recovered from the
material covering the road surface. The natural rock is shallow, about 6 in. in depth on either
side of the road, but the road surface was about § ft. (0.9 m.) below this, and was flanked on
either side by a stone kerb, in some places two courses high.

The east wall of Building XXIV was built alongside this road. The road was traced south
for 336 ft. (113 m.), when it terminated suddenly. It tended to veer too much towards the east
to be the Fosse Way and is more likely to have been a service road to the Wraxall Roman
villa which lies about half a mile to the south-east. It is difficult to account for the sudden
termination of this road, but it may be due to the fact that the hilltop is capped with a sub-
stantial bed of Fullers Earth which lies immediately below the Inferior Oolite capping. A
large hollow on the hillside south of the road termination may in fact be a quarry where
this material was obtained. The several hearths and a furnace, together with slag, found
nearby seem to support this theory. On the same contour in the field on the opposite, west,
side of the modern road there is a well-established rabbit warren or otter set in this soft
material and further west a small pond on the same contour. '

It appears therefore that this road is not the Fosse Way. It seems possible that the Roman
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Fosse Way ran on much the same lines as the modern road by taking a slight swerve to the
west to ease the ascent of the hill. The position of Buildings XVII, XIX, XXII, XXIII and
XXVII suggests that they were aligned alongside a road.

It is evident that the Nettleton settlement was planned to occupy this small valley at about
the same time as the Fosse Way was constructed. If this was so, there is no reason why the
Fosse Way should have taken a straight course across the valley. It is therefore more likely
that the Fosse Way on entering the settlement from the north forked on the north side of the
river. One branch led into the valley to serve the north side of the settlement, and crossed
the river just east of the rectangular Building VII alongside the shrine, with the custodian’s
house (No. IX) on the east side of the road, which would bring the visitor into the precinct
of the shrine. If he wished to keep outside the shrine precinct he could cross the river just east
of Building IX and proceed south to where the road joined the other fork road which passed
alongside the east wall of the hostel Building XII and Building XIII. The road then ascended
the south valley slope by way of a cutting made through the limestone outcrop and thence
passed the east end of Building XIX and continued between Buildings XXIV and XXX on
much the same line as the modern road. After ascending the hill it resumed its course straight
across the south Cotswolds towards Bath.

The Claudian Enclosure

A small Roman enclosure, established in the first century A.p. at Nettleton Scrubb,
superseded a settlement on the same site presumably occupied by members of the Dobunni.
The site is in Dobunnic territory, and coins of that tribe have been recovered from it. Set on
a gentle well-drained slope (mostly on the higher ground in the field to the east of the present
road), it was in close proximity to the river and commanded extensive views of the surround-
ing countryside, including the Castle Combe, West Kington, and Wick valleys.

On its north side the enclosure ditches were cut along the escarpment, and depended
largely on the limestone rock face at the foot of the valley for security. The north-west corner
was strengthened by building up a massive revetment, and this gave an impression of some
strength on its north side. The ditches themselves ranged in size from about 2-5 ft. (0.6
1.5 m.) in width and the same in depth. The ditch filling varied; in some instances it con-
sisted entirely of yellow silt, which produced four coins of Claudius and one of Divus Augustus
A.D. 14-64, with an occasional sherd of first-century pottery, but in other cuttings, especially
in the upper filling, there was considerable evidence of occupation. This occupation material
contained coins of Vespasian (2), Domitian (1) and Trajan (1), A.D. 69-117, and a large
quantity of Samian ware, including the greater part of several large decorated and plain
bowls of similar date. There was also a large quantity of coarse ware, which included Saver-
nake Ware, fragments of beakers, and other imported wares. There was an unusual number
of bronze brooches; seven were found in one small ditch cutting, with bone and other bronze
objects. In several instances large flat stones were placed along the inner edge of the ditch,
and in other cuttings, especially on the north side, a stone revetment to support the tail end
of the inner bank was noted, probably in the form of a dry-stone wall. There was evidence
for an entrance on the north side where collapsed dry-stone revetment covered the terminals
of the ditches, suggesting an entrance with supporting dry-stone walls. The large amount of
scattered flat stones encountered in the upper levels of the cuttings on the north side suggests
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that the banks and walls were destroyed when the area was converted from woodland to
pasture in the nineteenth century. The old contour of the hillside is retained in the hedgerow
against the present road, where the outline of a series of banks and ditches survives. The west
side of the enclosure has been mutilated by the modern road, which has been cut through the
limestone to a depth of several feet to ease the gradient down the hillside. The road cuts
obliquely across the ditch system on its west side. The ditches on the sloping west side of the
enclosure had frequent changes of level, continuing after each change on the same alignment,
but at a slightly higher level as they proceeded up the south slope. A possible explanation for
this stepped arrangement is that an attempt was made to keep the bottom of the ditch as
level as possible. A continuous uninterrupted ditch on a slope would have created flooding
problems during times of heavy rainfall. The flow of water in a continuous sloping ditch
would have caused considerable damage on the lower north-west corner of the enclosure
where the defences had been built up, but the shorter lengths of ditch would have obviated
this. The water would also have stood in the clay-sided ditches, and added considerably to
the defensive strength. Some of the ditch terminations on the west side formed part of an
entrance into the enclosure.

Features also noted on the west side were small clay-lined pits about 2—3 ft. (0.6-0.9 m.)
in diameter, and about the same in depth. The pits contained much burnt material, including
fragments of iron and bronze slag. There were also several large stones in each pit.

In addition to the first-century A.D. finds described, there were also two polished axe-
heads, and a number of flint scrapers, presumably of Neolithic or Bronze Age date found in
the ditch filling (see p. 181 and fig. 74). The presence of these objects in a first-century context
is of some interest. There are several prehistoric sites in the vicinity of Nettleton. The Lugbury
Long Barrow is quite close to the Fosse Way, and the Marshfield Barrows were not far
distant, but it is also possible that the high ground on which the first-century enclosure was
constructed may also be an earlier occupied site.

The enclosure commanded extensive views of the surrounding countryside, except on its
south side where the approach by way of the Fosse Way was shielded by the higher ground.
Despite the presence of a few items of Roman military equipment, it can be scarcely regarded
as a military site and is perhaps best interpreted as a Romano-British settlement established
by the side of the Fosse Way to serve Roman forces in the area.

Time did not permit a full examination of the enclosure on its south and east sides, but
sufficient work was undertaken to determine that there has been considerable later disturb-
ance in this area. This was partly due to a bed of Fullers Earth on the south side, apparently
used in connection with the industrial activity which developed within the settlement during
the fourth century A.p. A furnace and much iron slag were found in this area.

The plan of the south and east side of the enclosure as shown in fig. 2 is a tentative recon-
struction of its probable size and form.

3. THE CIRCULAR SHRINE AND ITS ASSOCIATED BUILDINGS
PHASE I: a.p. 6g—230 (fig. 5)

The plan of the Romano-British settlement at Nettleton Scrubb was determined by its
physical features (fig. 1, 3). It occupied both sides of the small river in the valley, limited on
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its north and west sides by steep limestone banks, which incidentally provided the material
for the buildings.

Within the valley itself, similar to others in the Cotswolds, the small circular shrine of
Apollo (Building V) stood on a knoll facing the river some 120 yards (108 m.) west of the
Fosse Way, and was the focal point; it was reached by an approach road from the Fosse
Way. It was the first stone building erected on the site, and can be dated after A.p. 69.

It was followed by the construction near the river of Building VIII, probably the priest’s
or the custodian’s house. Only its south-east angle was recovered, but the walls, built with a
white mortar, were similar to those of the shrine. The building was probably abandoned
when a change in the water level made it uninhabitable. The large square building, at the
junction of the south river bank and the Fosse Way (No. XI), was also erected at this time.
Its position and plan suggest that it was a guest-house for visitors to the shrine. A similar
building was found in association with the shrine at Lydney Park, Gloucestershire (Wheeler
and Wheeler, 1932). Building XIII, opposite the guest-house on its south side, was a long
narrow building with a cellar or strong-room, and this suggests that it may have been the
house of the principal resident, or it could equally well have been a shop. In both buildings
the distinctive white mortar had again been used.

(a) The Circular Shrine (Building V)

The first temple built at Nettleton was circular in plan, with foundations of the local
limestone g ft. (0.9 m.) wide. The freestanding walls were 2 ft. 6 in. (0.76 m.) in width, and
the overall diameter of the temple was 33 ft. (10.1 m.). A white mortar was used for the
walls, whereas the later buildings in the settlement were all constructed with a brown mortar.

In his coin report (p. 117) Dr. Reece states that the Nettleton coin list begins promptly with
no less than nine coins of Claudius I (A.p. 41-54). This suggests that settlement began soon
after the construction of the Fosse Way in approximately A.p. 47. A coin of Claudius I found
in material earlier than the circular shrine, and a coin of Vespasian found in the brown loam
below the floor of the shrine are earlier than the building, and it seems likely that it was
built during the last quarter of the first century A.p.

A small hoard of six coins of Nero (A.p. 54-68), Vespasian (69—79), Domitian (81-96),
Hadrian (117-38), Antoninus Pius (138-61), and Marcus Aurelius (161-80), found in a small
pit containing fire-ash below the floor level within the circular shrine on its south side,
would seem to be a votive offering. The pit was within g ft. (0.9 m.) of the stone-lined votive
pit found in the later octagonal shrine beneath a small aedicula. This later votive pit also
contained a number of coins (see p. 44).

In its first phase the shrine consisted of a simple circular drum-like wall, but evidence
from the east side of the building suggests that there may have been a series of external
buttresses, as with the mausoleum at Keston, Kent (fig. 7.)? At Keston the buttresses were
thought to be bases for freestanding exterior columns, but there is no evidence to suggest this
arrangement at Nettleton. At Nettleton they are more likely to have supported rectangular
pilasters as supports to the circular drum, and would be comparable with the arrangement
adopted in certain Etruscan tombs, where pilasters provided a support to the burial mound
(see p. 102). The evidence also suggests that there may have been internal partition walls,
forming small compartments within the circular building. The white mortar footings of the
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Fig. 5. Plan of circular temple (Phase I), octagonal wall (Phase II), and rectangular building
with riverside piers (Phase I).

partition walls can clearly be seen underlying the radial walls of the later octagonal temple
(pl. V). White mortar was also found in a corresponding position on the east and south sides
of the building, but on the north side the evidence had been destroyed by the insertion of the
later sleeper-wall foundations.



10 THE SHRINE OF APOLLO AT NETTLETON, WILTS

The temple had an eastern entrance and the approach to this was by way of a metalled
roadway; this turned sharply to the north outside the temple and was flanked by a sloping
bank with a stone kerb (fig. 2).

The floor of the temple was composed of a compact mass of small pebbles. Set firmly in
approximately the centre was a curious circular slab of local limestone (fig. 5), 1 ft. 6 in.
(0. 45m.) in diameter and protruding above the level of the surrounding floor by about g in.
(7.6 cm.). Its surface was very smooth and polished as if it had been subject to constant use
(pl. V11a, b), whereas the lower part of the stone was quite rough. To suggest a function for
this stone would be pure conjecture, but the central position within the shrine and the
undoubted signs of use are indicative of some ritual purpose. It may be significant that the
curious re-used ambulatory column, with its cup-like depression at the top, found in the small
makeshift temple after the later shrine had fallen into disuse (fig. 21) was found on the higher
floor level immediately above this circular stone.

Temple
Central Area

North Sleeper Wall

4 5 6
1 2 3 4 5 6

2
— Metres

Fig. 6. Phase I: plan of red-tiled
hearth below cobbled floor in central
area of temple

On the hard gravel subsoil below the pebbled floor were several large circular red-burnt
areas, and one area had a roughly constructed hearth formed of roof tiles (fig. 6). Roman
tiles were found only in association with the first phase of the circular temple, whereas
Cotswold stone slates were not found in layers associated with the circular temple. The gravel
subsoil was discoloured red by burning to a depth of about 1 ft. (0.3 m.) and it was evident
that fires had been made on this spot. It was not possible to determine the precise relationship
of the circular hearths to the circular building because so much of the floor level had been
destroyed when the later crescent-shaped foundation of the octagonal building was inserted
(fig. 20). The whole floor of the circular temple was examined down to the undisturbed
gravel, which overlies the limestone on the riverside slope. There was no sign of any disturb-
ance of the subsoil below the central area of the shrine and no evidence was found of any
wooden construction that might possibly have preceded it. It is probable that the hearths
were made on the original floor of the circular temple and that the pebble-cobbled floor was a
later repair to this much-used gravel floor. The burnt areas could be connected with some
initial ceremonies that took place when the building was erected.

The main eastern approach to the building showed considerable wear, and this was
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particularly evident at the roughly paved area immediately outside the east entrance
(fig. 23). The limestone slab extending on either side of the doorway was much worn down
but not in the centre of the paved entrance (pl. VIIIa). This suggests that the eastern portal
had a double doorway; a post-hole 1 ft. (0.3 m.) in diameter at the entrance, was no doubt
a door-stop (fig. 23).

The walls of the circular temple were not plastered, but a number of the stones re-used
from it in the foundations of the later octagonal building had been faced with one or two
coats of a white lime-wash. A large slab of limestone with a cavetto moulding was found
within the central area lying on the cobbled floor (fig. 80(84)). This cornice must have
been incorporated in the circular building. A number of voussoirs of a heavy elongated
type suggests that the building had an arched doorway or windows (fig. 8(1)) and these,
together with other smaller architectural fragments recovered, give some indication that
the circular temple was not a simple plain structure, but that it had features of some archi-
tectural merit. Unlike the cornice from the outer and later octagonal wall, the cornice
from the circular shrine had no provision for guttering in its upper surface, and more likely
formed part of an interior shelf or cornice. A similar internal feature may be seen in the
circular temple at Perigueux in the Dordognel? and it is also featured in illustrations of the
Roman structure known as Arthur’s O’on in the Carron valley north of Falkirk.1! In both
buildings the shelf or ledge is shown several feet above the ground floor, encircling the
interior of the building, and it is possible that this interior cornice may have supported a
wooden floor.

The circular temple was built after A.p. 69, but not later than A.D. 210. It was not possible
to place the building within a narrower dating limit. Little material predating it was left
in situ, largely because of the disturbance made when the heavy foundations of the later
octagonal building were inserted. A coin of Faustina (A.p. 145-61), found lying under a large
stone on the original surface just south of the circular temple wall, was apparently con-
temporary with the construction of the circular temple. The stone was probably put in
position during the construction of the building. A coin of Plautillus (A.p. 205-10) found in
the layer of white stone chippings, which was laid down when the large platform was made
above the octagonal revetment wall, indicates that the circular building must have been
built before A.p. 210. On balance the evidence tends to favour its construction soon after
A.D. 161.

Several examples of the round buildings interpreted as temples or mausolea are known in
Britain. Two such buildings were excavated during the nineteenth century. They are:
(A) Keston, Kent (fig. 7, 1).? This was a circular building 30 ft. (9.1 m.) in diameter, 3 ft.
(0.9 m.) less than the Nettleton temple. The Keston temple was excavated in 1828 and later
in 1854. The foundations were 3 ft. (0.9 m.) wide, with freestanding walls 2 ft. g in. in width
and the building was thought to have been either a tomb or a temple. Like Nettleton, it also
had an eastern entrance. There was also a series of six projecting plinths which were thought
to ‘look indeed like the plinths of columns’. It was thought that the ‘vestiges’ were not later
than the second century A.n. (B) Pulborough, Sussex (fig. 7, 2). Also circular in plan, this
building was excavated before 1859.12 The interior diameter was 40 ft (12.2 m.) and the
walls were of unusual thickness, 11 ft. 6 in. (3.5 m.). This building was thought to be a
sepulchral monument. Quantities of tufa found within its walls led the excavators to think
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that it was used to ‘arch the roof’. (C) Another building probably similar was the small
structure known as Arthur’s O’on, on the northern slopes of the Carron valley two miles north
of Falkirk.1! This building was demolished in 1743. It had an overall diameter of 27 ft. 3 in.
(8.28m.), with walls 3 ft. 10in. (1.16 m.) thick. Like Nettleton, ithad an eastern entrance. The
roof, a cobbled dome with an aperture at the top, may not have been an original feature of the
building. (D) There was also a small circular temple in association with the Lullingstone
Roman villa.13 This building was constructed during the second century A.p. The internal
diameter was only 15 ft. (4.6 m.) and the building was of lighter construction than the Nettle-
ton circular temple which was 28 ft. (8.6 m.) in internal diameter, but both buildings had
entrances facing eastwards. The Lullingstone temple also produced evidence of ‘ritual’
fires, but not as extensive as was found within the temple at Nettleton. The Lullingstone
temple was dismantled about A.D. 300, when a larger square temple with a central cult
room was erected. It is of interest to note that the circular building was replaced by the
larger building during the second half of the third century A.D. in much the same sequence
as at Nettleton.

In France there are several known examples of circular temples, but these have a circular
wall enclosing an ambulatory round the central building. There was no such wall at Nettleton

see fig. 7).

( The earliest examples of the centralized (round) building are to be found in Rome, but
recent discoveries at Pergamon and Istanbul show that this type was widely known at an
early date and it is clear that the circular building was in fairly common use both before and
during the first and second centuries A.D. It is possible that the idea may be an invention of
the Hellenistic mind and its evolution traced to the simple beehive tombs at Mycenae.!4

One of the extant examples of a round temple is now the Church of S. Maria del Sole on
the Tiber in Rome. This temple, possibly of Hercules Victor, was built in 150 B.c.?® The
tomb of Caecilia Metella on the Appian Way south of Rome is another example of a round
building. Constructed before 53 B.c. it is considered to be the prototype for tombs of masonry
set on a high base.16

At Pergamon, a few miles inland from the Mediterranean coast of Turkey, a large hall
known as the ‘Kizil Avbi’1? is built over a stream which crosses beneath the hall obliquely.
At the east end of this hall there are two circular buildings flanking a central apsidal end of
the main hall. The circular buildings, one of which is intact, had vaulted roofs with a central
circular opening to the sky very similar to other examples quoted. The Nettleton circular
temple was of similar construction.

But by far the most imposing surviving instance is the Pantheon in Rome founded by
Agrippa in 27 B.C., and reconstructed much as we see it today by the Emperor Hadrian
(a.D. 120-4). The plan of the rounded building, wherever it originated, was similar both in
the east and west of the Empire.1®

Subsequently a considerable number of later and smaller variants in the form of mausolea
or temples, like the temples at Nettleton, Keston, Pulborough, and the French examples,
were introduced. The classic example of the round building is the former mausoleum of
Constantine’s daughter, Constantia, on the Via Nomentana in Rome, built in ¢. A.D. 324-6
and converted into a Christian church (S. Constanza) in A.p. 1256. The circular dome is
carried on a series of columns, set in pairs forming a circle, and is thought to be the first

3



14 THE SHRINE OF APOLLO AT NETTLETON, WILTS

instance in which this had been accomplished in a round building, and it may be called
‘the swan song of Roman Imperial structures of this kind’.1?

(b) The Rectangular Hall (Building VII)

An important addition to the settlement, pre-dating the building of the large octagonal
podium, was the large rectangular building (VII) built within the shadow of the shrine
(fig. 5). This building, 6o ft. (18.2 m.) long and 26 ft. (7.9 m.) wide had its north wall built
alongside the river with a series of seven stone piers, each g ft. (0.9 m.) square at the base,
forming a six-arched arcaded frontage alongside the river (pl. IVa and fig. 20). The same
style may be seen in the blind arcading to the south of the circular bath at Bath (Cunliffe,
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Fig. 8. Voussoirs from circular temple (1), Building VII (2), and
octagonal temple (3)

1969, fig. 36, p. 117). A number of voussoirs from the arches were recovered from a level
above the hard cobbled surface, which sealed the later stone piers in the river midstream
This indicates that the arcading was in situ after the cobbled surface had been laid
down. The voussoirs were of a heavy stout type in comparison with those from the later
octagonal shrine (fig. 8(2)).

The architectural features recovered from this building indicate that the structure was of
some architectural merit (pl. IV, ¢). The gable-ends of the building were enriched with a
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billet-decorated cornice carried along at roof level (fig. 81 (28, 29)). The gable-ends carried
decorative finials (pl. XXX1IIIa) and the roof had a covering of stone pennant tiles.

A single upright stone, set in the river bed alongside the fifth pier from the east end of the
north wall, was probably used to support a wooden structure or as a tie-up or bollard for
boats (fig. 3). A stone of the same diameter and 5 ft. 6 in. (1.65 m.) long, lying on the paved
foor towards the east end of the building, could be a similar stone removed from the old
river bed.

In the absence of any interior piers it must be assumed that the roof was one unsupported
span throughout the length of the building. There was no apparent means of entry into the
building, except at the south-east corner where the road surface outside and the inside
corner of the hall were much worn, suggesting an entrance. There was also evidence that
access to the shrine was obtained by way of a flight of steps from the north-west corner of the
rectangular hall to the shrine on the higher level. The octagonal podium wall of the shrine
erected about A.D. 230 was built partially over the south-west corner of the building at this
point (pl. VIIIb).

A partition wall across the hall opposite the fifth pier from the east was probably con-
structed when the octagonal podium of the shrine was built. This created a narthex 19 ft.
(5.8 m.) long at the west end of the hall, and was probably a place of rendezvous before
entering or leaving the shrine. The doorway through the partition wall was about 5 ft.
(1.5 m.) wide with double doors. There was a central hole for the bolt in the much-worn
doorstep, and a small ridge on the west side of the doorway continued along the east edge of
the doorstep. All the walls in this building were substantial and well built. The hall, after the
erection of the partition wall, was 34 ft. long (10.4 m.) and towards its eastern end parts of
the original floor survived, consisting of a number of well-squared blocks of the local lime-
stone. Each line of floor blocks varied in width and they no doubt covered the whole of the
east end of the building. The stones nearest the east and north walls had been taken out
when the walls were taken down to foundation level. The floor survived on the south side
where the wall also survived to a height of 2 ft. (0.6 m.) or more above floor level. The central
part of the floor also survived and this suggests that there may have been a central aisle; but
this could equally well be the point at which stone-robbing ceased, although it is curious
that this central area should have been left intact. The patch of flooring on the south side of
the building could also be original, but the small cobbling towards the rear part of the hall
is a later addition.

A large block of rusticated limestone lying on the cobbled floor came from the octagonal
podium of the shrine and it was probably used by the later squatters as a seat alongside the
wall. The cobbling also belongs to the squatter phase after A.p. 370. Beneath the floor of the
central part of the building was a simple drain, made by placing flat stones slantwise, to
form a triangular-shaped water channel.

The north wall of the building is known to continue eastwards; it was traced to the edge
of the modern river, and is thought to have continued as a retaining wall alongside the south
river bank in Roman times. It is parallel with the wall found by Mr. Priestley on the north
side of the present river (fig. 2).

A mass of stone tiles with burnt material, found in the south-west corner of the building
with two coins of Constantine, suggests that the building ceased to be used for its primary
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purpose during the period A.p. 307-35, but it was later used by squatters who laid rough
cobbled floors.

Purpose and Date of the Rectangular Building VII

Soon after the construction of the circular shrine it is likely that an association of ‘friends’
or a ‘brotherhood’ associated with the cult developed, and one of its prime requirements
would be the provision of a schola or suitable building where they could meet for communal
worship and for the celebration of anniversaries accompanying visits to the shrine.2° The
small circular temple had no provision for this and was not built for this purpose. But in the
early years of the third century A.p. the large rectangular hall was built as an annexe to the
shrine to make provision for this need and the increasing number of visitors.

The problem of the provision of a suitable building was not solved without difficulty. It
was essential, to serve its purpose, that the building should be in close proximity to the
shrine, but at the same time its size should not detract from or dwarf in any way the small
shrine poised on the knoll overlooking the river. The only suitable site at Nettleton was the
small area of land that lay on the lower level between the foot of the knoll and the river, and
this was not wide enough to accommodate the proposed building. It was only by cutting
back the foot of the slope to accommodate the south wall and by the construction of a
heavily built wall incorporating a series of seven riverside piers on the north side that suffi-
cient space was obtained for the building (fig. 2). Such an arrangement was the only possible
solution, if the dual purpose of close proximity and the preservation of the amenities of
the shrine was to be satisfied. By this device the dominant position of the small circular shrine
was preserved while the much larger hall on the lower level was suitably dwarfed (pl. XI5).

The temple at Sanxay in the department of Vienne, France,?! had an extension to its
eastern wing which extended to the east walk of the surrounding ambulatory. This seems
to have been a later extension to the temple and was probably built to serve the same
purpose as the hall at Nettleton. The ‘Long Building’ at Lydney was built in close proximity
to the shrine.?22

The circular shrine was built before A.p. 210, and the great octagonal podium was added
to it soon after A.D. 230. This was after the construction of the rectangular hall, because the
foundation of the north-east angle of the podium wall rests partially on the offsets of the
south-west corner of the hall, and so is structurally later (pl. VIII5). It therefore follows that
the hall was erected before A.p. 230.

(c) Building VIII North of the Shrine

This building was contemporary with the circular temple and was built on the area that
lay between the foot of the knoll on which the temple was built and the nearby river. Only
the soutb-east angle of the building was recovered. The white mortared walls were not
substantially built, and there is little doubt that because of the low level on which it stood
it must have been subject to flooding in Roman times.

Any attempt to suggest a possible use for this building would be conjectural, but it may
have been the residence of the temple priest before A.p. 248, when the octagonal temple was
built. It was superseded by Building IX, which was built to the east of the temple on higher
ground. The walls of Building VIII were set in a brown soil earlier than the circular shrine,
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but the walls were contemporary with the dark earth in which the outer octagonal wall was
built. This indicates that this building was built before A.D. 230 and precedes the construction
of the octagonal wall.

(d) The First Hostel (Building XI)

This large building occupied a prominent corner position between the river and the
Fosse Way on the south side of the river, with its east wall presumably built alongside or near
the Fosse Way. It was not possible to excavate the north side of the building because the
river has changed its course since Roman times; but a small piece of stone foundation located
on the north side of the river lines up with the west wall of this building and is possibly its
north-west corner. If this is correct, the external measurement of the building from north to
south would be 72 ft. (21.9 m.). The south wall had been robbed at its eastern end, but the
white mortar seems to indicate a possible corner just short of the modern roadway and this
wall would also be 72 ft. in length, making the building a square construction. The outer
wall was well built, 3 ft. 6 in. (1.05 m.) wide, with white mortar, similar to that used in the
circular shrine. A second wall, 2 ft. (0.6 m.) wide and parallel with the outer wall, formed
an inner square with a narrow walk or ambulatory only g ft. (0.9 m.) wide between the two
walls. It is possible that a number of rooms led off from the inner wall of the narrow ambu-
latory but, because of the disturbance made when the later Building XII was constructed on
the same site, it was not possible to determine this. The size and position of the building
suggest that this was a guest-house where lodging was provided for visitors to the shrine and
travellers along the Fosse Way.

The plan of the later building on this site indicates that the modern road is not on the same
line as the Fosse Way, which must be slightly to the east of the present road. This would
allow for a suitable pull-in off the road on the east side of the building. This provision was
not necessary with the later building on the site, which had a large cobbled courtyard
along its south side for the reception of visitors.

A coin of Faustina I, ¢. A.D. 140, found in the wall-trench alongside the south wall of
Building XI must have been lost at the time of its construction, which must be later than
A.D. 140. This suggests that Building XI was erected slightly later than the nearby circular
temple, which it was built to serve.

(€) The House of the Strong-room (Building XIII)

This building was built alongside the Fosse Way and south of the guest-house (Build-
ing XI). In its original form it was a long narrow building, built with white mortar, on an
east-west axis; it was 102 ft. (31 m.) long and 13 ft. (4.0 m.) broad. The east wing of the
building, long and narrow, terminated at its west end in a square room, 14 ft. (4.3 m.) by
12 ft. (3.7 m.); it was constructed in the form of a cellar or strong-room, with access and a
window at its west end, and its south and east walls built against the solid rock face (pl. IXa, b).
A wooden floor had been laid over this cellar and its charred remains, containing coins
ranging from A.D. 370 to 385, were found on the lower cellar floor (fig. 37). The building
itself was partially destroyed by burning during one of several fires which took place during
the last quarter of the fourth century A.p. Adjoining the cellar to the west there was a large
room 32 ft. (9.7 m.) in length and 20 ft. (6.1 m.) wide, with a window in its west wall.
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Considerable alterations and additions were made to the building after the fire, and the
cellar was made smaller, 6 ft. by 12 ft. (1.8 by 3.7 m.), by building a wall in an east to west
direction across it (fig. 2). The north part was levelled and a cobbled surface laid to incorporate
it in the courtyard. This alteration was made during or immediately following the reign of
Valens (a.p. 364~78). Part of the large west window was also blocked up on its north side,
and the room at the west end was extended on its north side. The north wall was dispensed
with and an extension 11 ft. (3.4 m.) wide was made. But this arrangement was short-lived.
In the last quarter of the fourth century A.p. the building was burnt down for the second
time. Coins ranging from A.D. 370 to 385 were found in the debris of the second fire.

Other later extensions were made to the building on its south side, which was on a higher
level. A large room 44 ft. (13.4 m.) long and 22 ft. (6.7 m.) wide was built on the eastern
part, and adjoining this on its west side there was a further addition, 20 ft. (6.1 m.) long and
22 ft. (6.7 m.) wide (fig. 9). This room had an open stone channel running lengthwise, 11 ft.
(3-4 m.) from its south wall. The width of 11 ft. between the drain and the wall would have
been sufficient to house a line of three horses, but it could equally well have served as a latrine.
A further extension to the building on its south-west corner was an additional room 21 ft.
(6.4 m.) by 12 ft. (3.7 m.). This had a doorway at its north end, which gave access to the
large room at the west end of the building.
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Fig. 9. North-south section across Buildings XI and XII (hostelry) and XIII (strong-rdom)

Building XIII in its original form was built at the same time as or soon after the circular

‘shrine. The white mortar used was of the same composition as that used in the walls of the

latter. A coin of Postumus, A.p. 265-8, found lying on the brown mortar level, suggests that
the addition was made towards the end of the third century A.p.

In its original form the building with its strong-room appears to have been the residential
quarters of the overseer responsible for the general care and supervision of the settlement.
Stables and other additions were evidently made to cope with the increasing traffic to the
shrine, consequent on the construction of the octagonal temple after a.p. 250. Finally, the
building was adapted for use in medieval times by the construction of a curious curved dry-
stone wall within the western addition to the building.
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4. THE CIRCULAR SHRINE. PHASE II: THE OCTAGONAL
PODIUM AND ITS ASSOCIATED BUILDINGS, a.p. 230-50 (fig. 5)

The 20 years between A.D. 230 and A.D. 250 were the period of the greatest development
and building activity at Nettleton. It was during this time that the quality of the work was
at its best, marked by good solid masonry walls with well-prepared facing stones. The large
octagonal podium, 7o ft. (21.3 m.) in diameter, with its fine rusticated facing stones was an
important addition made to the circular shrine during this period (pl. Xa, ). The retaining
boundary walls of the settlement, built with large dressed blocks of limestone, again with a
rusticated facing, were built against the north and west quarry face at the same time (pl. I115).

A new system of roads was laid out to conform with the accepted Roman plan though it
was severely limited by the physical conditions of the site. A road running north from the
original road at the Fosse Way was constructed to replace the former road to the shrine. It
was flanked on either side by walls, which probably carried pillars forming a colonnade, and
eventually crossed the river valley to the north. South of the present river and opposite the
east entrance to the shrine a second road ran westwards from the Fosse Way to the shrine.
It was flanked on its north side by a well-built wall which probably formed the frontage of a
series of small compartments or shops backing on to the river, which ran parallel to this road.

An important feature of the new arrangement was the construction of a substantially built
precinct wall, enclosing that part of the shrine facing the Fosse Way, designed, presumably,
to control the movement of visitors to the shrine. The large rectangular building (No. X),
which occupied the important corner position immediately south-west of the precinct gate-
way and was probably a shop, was also constructed at this time. The west boundary wall was
part of an extension made to the south of the settlement in the Wick valley. This extension
included a street which forked off southward along the small valley, flanked on its west side
by a substantial wall which connected with the flanking precinct wall on the main street
(fig. 19). This wall and road continued to the south for 112 ft. (34.1 m.), where it then turned
to the west and made a gradual ascent alongside the north wall of Building XVI. The west
boundary wall, built against the rock face, was utilized to form the west wall of Building X VI,
just as the north boundary wall was also incorporated in Building I.

The boundary walls built against the valley rock face are unusual and are a reversal of the
usual arrangement, where the wall is built against an internal man-made bank. A similar
system was used in the narrow valley site at Glanum (St. Rémy-de-Provence). It is possible
that there may also have been a palisade or wall built at the top of the limestone outcrop; but
later extensive quarrying of the rock face makes it impossible to determine this point.

To the south of the road leading to the western entrance, the roadway at this phase
continued with its accompanying west side wall for a further 112 ft. (34.1 m.), and at this
point turned westward towards the high west bank. This wall was also the north wall of
Building XVII and is broader than the other walls of that building. The space between the
north-west corner of Building XVI was also the foot of the high bank to the west, and evidence
that a wall connected these two buildings was found at three points between them. There
was a considerable change of level on either side of this wall, and also a substantial revetment
several feet high running north from its line. Two additional revetments on the west bank at
higher levels ran parallel with the lower revetting wall (fig. 2). It is suggested that the
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rusticated boundary wall forming the west wall of Building X VT continued across this area
as a revetment to the high bank but was destroyed when the later southern extension was
made further up the valley. The wall was preserved at its western end because the later
building was built against it.

The large rectangular riverside building, No. VII, erected before A.p. 230, had consider-
able additions made on its north side towards the end of this phase. A series of seven well-
built piers, each 1 ft. 10 in. square (0.56 m.), was constructed in the river bed (fig. 5),
opposite the seven piers in the riverside north wall of the rectangular building. The piers,
built with squared blocks of Bath stone, rested on stone blocks 1 ft. g in. (0.38 m.) thick,
which had cut-waters on their upstream ends. The recovery of the river piers was a difficult
operation, and it was fortunate that a long dry summer drought coincided with their exca-
vation (pl. IVa); but despite this, pumps were necessary to keep the excavation clear of -
water. The piers were under the south bank of the modern river, which flows at a much
higher level than its Roman predecessor. At one point, where the modern river bends
northwards, it was possible to recover the opposite north side of the Roman period river,
and this was also faced with large limestone blocks (fig. 2).

It is possible only to surmise the purpose of the river-bed piers, but it is thought likely that
the rectangular hall was extended to the north by bridging over the river. The north side
was the only possible way in which the building could be extended, without blocking the
eastern aspect of the shrine. It was noted that the material in the old river bed produced
twigs or branches of trees, old roots, etc., such as collect against an obstruction in a river
bed. The bed below the river wall also produced a surprising number of small finds (pl. IVa).
These must have been accidentally dropped in the river by people standing on the open,
arcaded riverside wall of the hall before the river piers were constructed (pl. XI5). The
small portion of the north riverside wall recovered was on the same alignment as the riverside
wall found downstream to the east by Priestley in 1938, and this suggests that the river was
contained within two substantial walls within the settlement. It is possible that the flow
was controlled by one or more waterfalls. This would not only add to the attraction of the
settlement, but would also have ponded back water for domestic purposes.

After A.D. 305 the river piers were dismantled to a uniform level of 2 ft. g in. (0.84 m.).
"This was done to allow for the construction of a metalled floor or yard over the site of the old
river bed and it is possible that the river was diverted north of its old course at this time.
There must have been a considerable rise in the water table level since the floors of the
riverside buildings were renewed and placed at a higher level at this period. But despite this
we find considerable evidence of later flooding in the alluvial silt on the higher level (fig. 3).

The bathing establishment connected with the settlement has not been located, but
opposite the shrine north of the present river there is a small spot which remains wet and
soggy during the dryest summer, and it is probably the source of a strong spring of water,
utilized no doubt in Roman times. The most probable site for the baths would be just east of
this spring-head.

The riverside wall discovered by Priestley was thought by him to have been a bridge
abutment on the line of the Fosse Way, but the recent excavations have disproved this
theory (pl. XIIa). Priestley’s wall was immediately opposite Buildings XI, XII and XIII on
the opposite (south) side of the river, and there was no sign of a roadway on that side of
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the river. The Fosse Way crossed the river just east of Buildings XI and XIII, which lie
partially under the modern roadway.

The square guest-house No. XI alongside the Fosse Way was about this time superseded
by a larger building on the same site (Building XII). Building XIII on the opposite (south)
side of the new courtyard also had considerable alterations made to its plan in this phase
(pl. IXa, b) while Building XIV was also constructed during this period on the western slope.
Another building (No. IX) was built within the temple precincts on the east side of the
roadway leading north across the river and opposite the large rectangular hall. This building
faced eastwards towards the entrance gateway into the temple precinct (fig. 16).

(a) The Octagonal Podium

The well worn doorstep at the eastern entrance to the circular shrine was a striking
indication that the small shrine was in constant use during the latter part of the second
century and the early years of the third century A.n. The temple in its delightful setting
attracted visitors in increasing numbers, so much so that about A.D. 230 provision was made
for this by improving the eastern approach and enlarging the area surrounding the circular
temple.23

An elaborate stone octagonal podium was built out beyond the sloping knoll to the north
and east so as to surround the circular building. A marking-out trench found on the slope to
the east of the building would have made provision for a platform 22 ft. (6.7 m.) wide to
surround the temple (fig. 5), but this ambitious plan was modified to provide a podium
18 ft. (5.5 m.) in width. This modification was probably made to avoid the blocking or over-
shadowing of the adjoining rectangular building that occupied the area alongside the river
at the foot of the knoll on which the shrine stood. The octagonal platform as first planned
would have completely obliterated the view of the rectangular hall from the south. To carry
out the modified plan, it was necessary to cut into the limestone hillside on the south and
west side to make a level platform to surround the circular temple. The stone obtained from
this operation was used to form a heavy revetting foundation, with an average width of 6-8 ft.
(1.8-2.4 m.) on the lower part of the slope to the north and east alongside the river. The
foundation trench for this massive retaining wall on the north side cut through an accumula-
tion of occupation material, which had been dumped at the foot of the slope at some time
prior to A.D. 230 (fig. 3).24

A coin of Plautillus (a.p. 205-10) found under the stone chippings, which were placed on
the surface of the podium as a basis for the floor blocks (pl. VIa), suggests that the podium
was built after A.D. 210, but the foundation of the north-east angle of the octagonal podium
wall was set on the offset of the south-west corner of the large rectangular building, which
was built before A.p. 230 (see pl. VIII?), so the octagonal podium is more likely to have
been built after A.p. 230.

This octagonal retaining wall of the temple podium was faced with large blocks of rusti-
cated limestone, the blocks in some of the courses on the north and east sides being 3-4 ft.
(0.9-1.2 m.) in length and 1 ft. 6 in. (0.46 m.) in height (pl. Xa, ). A close inspection of the
rusticated work on the north wall suggests that the work was done with iron chisels after the
wall was built (fig. 10). The wall courses towards the west side of the structure are built into
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the sloping hillside, and here the rustication appears only on the exposed faces of the stone
blocks built into the bank. It was also noticed that the rustication was more emphatic and
much better executed from the ground level up to the height of an average man, with the
chiselled lines sloping obliquely across the face of each stone block. At a higher level the
rustication is lightly chiselled and has no distinct linear pattern (fig. 10). The wall was of
first-class workmanship and built to correspond with the floor level of the podium and temple
floor levels (fig. 21). Each stone block had been cut precisely to the shape required and the
joints were so tight that mortar was not necessary. The same type of rustication has also been
found in a wall built against the limestone rock face west of the settlement and was also
found by Priestley on the north side of the settlement, where it formed the north wall of the
so-called later rectangular temple (Building I). The same type of rusticated work has also
been found in the walls of the amphitheatre entrance at Corinium (Cirencester) and in the
Roman city wall at Glevum (Gloucester). The inner face of the retaining wall at Nettleton and
its core were made up of large blocks of unworked limestone. At the point of junction with
the sloping limestone rock on the west side, the foundation trench for the retaining wall cut
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Fig. 11. Section of Phase-II octagonal podium
wall, showing wall-trench (6) cutting second-century

pit-filling (5, 7)

through an earlier Roman rubbish pit containing black earth, but unfortunately no dateable
object was found in the pit-filling (fig. 11).

After the completion of the wall, the area surrounding the temple was levelled, and the
resulting wide platform was covered with a layer of fine limestone chippings. This provided
a suitable basis for the large squared slabs of limestone which formed a substantial pavement
for the podium. A small area of this pavement was found iz situ on the west side of the temple
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below the floor of the later ambulatory and the west wall of the later octagonal temple
(pl. VIa). The remainder of this floor was destroyed when the crescent-shaped sleeper-wall
foundations of the later octagonal temple were put in.

Externally, the octagonal retaining wall had stout pilasters at each angle and was capped
at the temple floor level with a wide overhanging cavetto cornice (pl. XIVa),25 which was
formed to carry a lead-lined water-channel on its upper surface. Above the cornice level the
wall was set back on the inner side of the stone gutter, which surrounded the building to
convey the rainwater from the temple roof. The joints of this heavy stone cornice were
carefully recessed to allow them to be sealed with lead, to render the guttering watertight,
while the overhang of the cornice afforded protection to the rusticated wall face below.
Several large blocks of the cornice were recovered, including a pilaster angle piece which
clearly indicates that both the cornice and guttering were carried around the projecting
angle pilasters of the octagonal wall (pl. XIVb, ).

The inner face of the octagonal wall was circular to conform with the circular temple
which the new podium encompassed (pl. XV5). A short length was found below the floor
level of the later ambulatory on the north side of the podium (pl. XVa, 5) and the circular
curve was clearly defined in both the base course and the first freestanding course of the wall.

We can but guess the height to which this wall was built, but it is possible that the surround-
ing platform was enclosed with an outer wall forming an annular passage around the circular
temple and this passage was possibly enclosed with a barrel vault. This method was adopted
in the construction of one of the several temples found in the group at Trier (Colonia Trever-
orum)® where the circular shrine was completely encompassed with an annular passage
(fig. 12).

A number of well-dressed stones, including some voussoirs, found on the east side of the
temple at Nettleton in material deposited after the destruction of the circular temple when
the surrounding space was levelled, and voussoirs of the same type found in the filling of
the wall-trench between the wall of the later building and the rock face, undoubtedly came
from the circular temple (fig. 8(1)). The voussoirs were of a distinct type, large and elon-
gated, in contrast to the lighter type found in association with the later octagonal temple.2?
They probably came from arched windows in the upper part of the circular temple. A
series of windows, with heavy arches, was incorporated in the temple at Autun, Sadne-et-
Loire (Augustodunum).28

At Trier the outer wall, like Nettleton, was octagonal on its outer face, but inside the wall
conformed with the earlier circular temple which it encompassed. The source for this type
of building may be found in the cruciform chamber tomb of the Servilii on the Via Appia
coming from Rome (fig. 12),2? and the so-called tomb of Severus Alexander at Monte del
Grano, ¢. A.D. 69—96, where an annular passage encircled the circular tomb-chamber.30
There are two other instances where circular temples are enclosed with outer octagonal
walls, but in each instance the wall was octagonal both inside and outside. The large temple
at St. Reverien (Niévre) (fig. 12) has an octagonal wall with no supporting buttresses at the
angles.3! The other, St. Gervais (Vendée) (fig. 12), has unusually heavy buttresses at each
angle of the octagonal wall surrounding the circular shrine,32

An alternative arrangement of the outer wall, above the cornice level, may possibly have
been a low bench-like wall on which columns were placed between the angle pilasters, thus
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forming a colonnade on the open platform, but apart from the provision of an open platform
this arrangement would have been purely decorative.

The octagonal mausoleum at Split, Yugoslavia, erected to receive the remains of the
deified emperor Diocletian in A.D. 315, had a circular interior. It was built on an octagonal
podium and had a heavy cornice at floor level similar to that of the Nettleton shrine. Above
the cornice the podium and the mausoleum were enclosed with an open column-supported

portico.33
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Fig. 12. Comparative plans of circular temples with octagonal
external walls and plan of tomb of Servilii

At Nettleton the platform and the revetting wall provided a firm support to the shallow
foundations of the circular temple and the building was firmly stabilized. Ample provision
was now made to allow worshippers to process around the circular shrine. The simple metalled
approach at the eastern entrance was dispensed with at this stage, to make provision for the
construction of the podium on a higher level. A new eastern entrance was built by making a
short flight of stone steps partially within the width of the podium wall foundation. This
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provided access to the podium platform and the temple from the approach road. No steps
were found ¢z situ, but it was noticed that there were no facing stones in the revetting wall at
this point. A slope on the surviving masonry core of the wall suggests steps (fig. 13). This
more dignified eastern approach to the shrine would have made an impressive addition to
the circular shrine.

The roadway at the eastern entrance turned sharply to the north and was flanked by a
stone kerb and bank on its western verge and on its opposite side it passed alongside the west
wall of Building IX. Beyond the kerb the east end of the large hall (Building VII) abutted

Fig. 13. East-west section across east entrance of circular and octagonal temples
(1, Phase-I circular temple wall; 2, Phase-II octagonal podium walls; g, Phase-II1
octagonal temple floor, 4, Phase-IV pennant floor of octagonal temple)

on to this roadway, which, after crossing the river presumably by way of a bridge, proceeded
in the direction of the so-called temple discovered by Priestley in 1939. On the east side of
the octagonal podium the sloping bank between the shrine and the stone kerb was probably
laid out as a garden. Set on its podium, the circular temple overshadowed the large rect-
angular and other buildings alongside the nearby river.

The coin evidence indicates that the octagonal podium was completed shortly after
A.p. 231 and this arrangement of the shrine continued until A.D. 249 or soon after, when the
circular temple was destroyed by fire. The floor of the central shrine was covered to a depth
of several inches with a layer of charred burnt wood, etc. Two coins, badly burnt but
legible, were found in the ash, one of Gordianus (A.p. 240) and the other of Philip the Arab
(A.p. 249). Much of the burnt material from the circular temple was later used on the east,
lower side of the site to raise the level of the surrounding area of the later octagonal shrine.

(b) The Precinct Wall and Gateway to the Shrine

The increasing use of the circular shrine after A.p. 230 not only necessitated the construc-
tion of the imposing podium, but also rendered desirable the enclosing of an area around the
immediate vicinity of the shrine with a substantially built precinct wall. This wall surrounded
the knoll on which the shrine was built and was 4 ft. (1.2 m.) wide. It also enclosed the
ancillary buildings connected with the shrine, including the large hall (No. VII), the nearby
priest’s or custodian’s house (No. IX) and the shop (No. X). The north end of the wall
presumably joined the north wall of Building VII built alongside the south bank of the
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river, but unfortunately it was not possible to excavate this junction, because it lies under the
present bed of the river, which flows at a higher level than in Roman times.

The precinct wall was evidently built to regulate the movement of visitors to the shrine.
The roads leading from the Fosse Way converged at a point in the small valley immediately
opposite the eastern entrance to the shrine and at this point, within the wall, there stood an
arched gateway over the roadway into the shrine precinct. The road junction outside this
gateway was much worn through constant usage, and it was no doubt a point of assembly
for visitors before entering the shrine (fig. 2). The precinct wall did not completely enclose
the shrine and it may well have been built like the similar wall at Lydney Park, Gloucester-
shire, which was thought by Sir Mortimer Wheeler to ‘have been but another symptom of
the wealth and popularity of the shrine, and may have been intended to give dignity to the
site, and to facilitate the control of the concourse of visitors to it. It may on the other hand
have had a more ominous intent, that of providing a protective barricade in the period of
increasing anarchy and peril.’3 There was no sign of the precinct wall continuing to the west
of the settlement which is on much higher ground, and it is likely that this was forested in
Roman times. An examination of the field to the west of the shrine failed to produce any
structural or occupational evidence.

The substantial foundations found on either side of the precinct gateway, and the well-
made, but much worn, roadway into the enclosure indicate a gateway of some pretension at
this point. The large pieces of a former archway with some architectural detail recovered
from the late fourth-century floor in the nearby Building IX are likely to have formed part
of this archway (pl. XVIIIa, 4). They certainly indicate a gateway of some architectural
merit. It is also possible that the unusual stone finial found nearby may be one of two such
finials which flanked the gateway (pl. XXXIIIa, fig. 78(54)). The roadway through the
gateway was 10 ft. (3.0 m.) wide.

The precinct wall was built southward along the foot of the knoll but opposite the entrance
to the small Wick valley it turned south-west and continued along the valley for g2 ft.
(28.0 m.), where it then turned westward to join up with the high west bank, but it did not
continue beyond this bank. The wall was later used to form the south wall of Building XVI
at the western entrance.

The visitor approaching the settlement by way of the Fosse Way from the north, after
passing the high limestone crag on his right, would see the large hostel first, but away to his
right on the opposite, south, side of the river he would see the shrine, built on the knoll
overlooking the river, probably with a background of trees. He would also see the approach
road from the Fosse Way and the hostel, which led to the precinct wall gateway enclosing
the shrine.

(c) The Priest’s or Custodian’s House (Building I1X)

This building occupied the corner site between the street leading to the shrine and the
road leading to the north of the river. It extended northwards probably to the riverside, but
it was not possible to ascertain its extent because the river now flows over the north end
(fig. 14).

The building was 27 ft. (8.2 m.) in width and at its south end the limestone had been cut
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Fig. 14. Plan of Building IX

back to make room for the building. The walls were well constructed with local limestone
and the corner stones well faced and squared. The south part of the building, 17 ft. by 27 ft.
(5.2 m. by 8.2 m.), was separated from its north part by a partition wall, and the entrance
was through the east wall near the south-east corner. The doorway, 5 ft. (1.5 m.) wide, was
probably arched as a number of voussoirs was found in and around it. There was also a
doorway, g ft. (0.9 m.) wide, through the partition wall on its east side, with large stone
jambs, and the iron socket in which the door swung still iz situ on its west side (pl. XVIIb,
fig. 15). This doorway had been subject to constant use, so much so that the stone sill had
been worn through at the centre. The doorway was later blocked up and the northern part
of the building was not used in the post-temple period (pl. XVIIa). A radiate coin of A.D.
260—9go found in the blocking wall suggests that the blocking took place in the latter years
of the third century A.D.

In the southern part of the building, there was a stone floor, composed of a number of
large limestone blocks (fig. 16). But this was not the original floor; the stones comprising it
proved to be re-used and a number of them had architectural features on their underside
(pl. XVIIIa—). In several cases these features had been badly damaged to make them fit
into the floor. It is difficult to suggest to which building the stones had formerly belonged, but
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several slabs indicate that they had formed part of an archway and they could have been
taken either from the nearby eastern portal of the shrine or could equally well belong to the
precinct gateway built near Building X. The stone floor was laid in the building shortly
after A.D. 350. Forty-five coins were recovered from a layer containing charred wood and
fire-ash immediately below it. The coins were badly corroded by fire action, but it was
possible to determine that the deposit was sealed in A.p. 350. This agrees with the date
given for the termination of the shrine, and represents the beginning of the ‘squatter’ occupa-
tion of the site. The evidence of fire is in accord with similar evidence found in other build-
ings within the settlement.

A curious stone platform, 4 ft. (1.2 m.) square, built on the late stone floor against the
east wall of the building and partially blocking the eastern entrance, was found in the south-
ern part of the building. The platform, like the floor, was composed of re-used architectural
features (pl. XVIa).

The burnt material below the floor supports the theory that there was a disastrous fire
in the settlement about A.D. 350, and this seems to have hastened the end of the use of the

4
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shrine. No attempt appears to have been made to repair it, but on the contrary parts of the
building were re-used to form floors and to repair the surrounding buildings, which were
later adapted for industrial purposes in the changing character and pattern of the settlement.

In its original form this building was of sound construction and the fact that it was in the
precinct wall suggests that it had some initimate connection with the nearby shrine. From
its position facing the precinct gateway it is likely to have been the house of the custodian
of the shrine or the priest’s lodging. Following the fire the building was adapted, probably |
to house those connected with the pewter industry on the site. This is evident from a small
stone-lined hearth constructed in the north-west corner and the stone platform which

tone floor sealing
burnt floor debris and
late 4th century coins
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Fig. 16. North—south section across Building IX, roadway to temple and pit

partially blocked the east doorway (pl. XVIa). Only the southern part of the building was
used during this later occupation, and the doorway into the northern part was blocked up
with stone (pl. XVIIb). Mention should be made of a small stone drain which was laid
beneath the stone floor. From the south-west corner it crossed to the east side of the room
before passing under the lintel of the partition doorway into the northern part of the building.
Seventeen coins were found in this drain, but they are contemporary with those found in
the burnt material beneath the floor. The drain did not have separate coverstones, but was
sealed by the floorstones and its sole purpose was to drain the floor area.

Part of a stone furnace was recovered in the north-west corner of the north part of the
building. The flue portion was recovered, but the remaining part lies under the present river.
On the east side of the building there was an annexe 13 ft. (4.0 m.) wide. This was to the
north of the east entrance, but its north part is under the present river.

(d) The Precinct Shop (Building X)

This building occupied a central position in the settlement at the point where the north—
south road joins the road leading from the Fosse Way to the shrine, and the building was
placed in the angle of the two roads. It lay on a north—south axis alongside the north-south
road. In its first stage it was 72 ft. (21.9 m.) long and g0 ft. (9.1 m.) wide. Its walls were
substantially built, being 4 ft. (1.2 m.) wide at their foundations. Its north-east corner formed
the south-west side of the temple precinct gateway. The later retaining wall which was built
alongside the road leading to the shrine runs obliquely from its north-east corner in the
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direction of the shrine (fig. 2). The foundations of a partition wall were found at the north
end running apparently lengthwise through it. The strength of the foundations suggests a
two-storey building. Its position and plan may indicate that it was used as a shop with a
partially open eastern frontage along the street. There would certainly be a need for such a
shop where visitors could buy small votive plaques and other similar mementoes of their
visit to the shrine. There would also be a need for food and drinks for the traveller. Similar
provision was made at the Romano-British settlement at Camerton, near Bath, also on the
Fosse Way, where two roadside buildings, similar in plan, were also probably shops, and
similar provision was also made at the shrine of Nodens at Lydney, Gloucestershire.

The building in its first phase is dated between A.D. 230 and 250, and supporting evidence
for this was a coin of Gallienus found on the floor of the building. An apsidal end, 27 ft.
(8.2 m.) long, making the overall length 100 ft. (30 m.) was added later. Coins of Valens
and Valentinian I were found in association with this extension. The greater part of this
extension had been robbed of its stonework, but the firm edges of the cobbled exterior
surrounding remained n situ. This addition to the building was apparently destroyed when
a dry-stone wall was built from the original south-east corner. This wall took a curved course
across the south end of the building and eventually joined the north-east corner of Building
XV. The wall, several courses high and constructed with thin slabs of the local limestone,
with no mortar, was one of several similar walls found during the course of the excavation
where Roman walls had been incorporated in later medieval buildings.

(e) The Second Hostelry (Building XII)

This building was erected on the same site as the earlier hostel, No. XI, but was larger
than its predecessor, and instead of facing eastwards, it faced south with a courtyard in
front. The courtyard also served the nearby Building XIII (fig. 17). From this courtyard a
road led westward to the main portal, which gave access to the precinct of the temple of
Apollo. : :

Building XII consisted of a large hall which extended northwards to the riverside and a
large reception hall fronting on to the courtyard on its south side. The overall size of the
building was 104 ft. (33.6 m.) long north-south, and it had a 7o ft. (11.3 m.) wide southern
frontage. The reception hall was 19 ft. (5.8 m.) wide and occupied the whole of the south
frontage. Access to the large northern hall, 86 ft. (26.2 m.) in length, was made from the
reception hall through two large doorways in the dividing wall. It was not possible to
recover the northern end of this building, which lies under the present river, apart from a
small fragment of masonry which survived on the north side of the present stream and which
is likely to have been the north-west corner of this building. This also applies to the eastern
side. The south wall and the partition wall were traced by tunnelling under the modern
boundary wall to the edge of the present road, which overlies the walls at this point. A small
excavation made on the opposite side of the modern road revealed the footings of a sub-
stantial wall running in a north-south direction, and this is likely to be the eastern limit of
this building, abutting on to the Fosse Way.

The site would have been a convenient position for a guest-house, where visitors to the
shrine could be housed and obtain refreshment. But this large guest-house soon proved to
be inadequate to cope with the increasing demands and several additions were made to it.
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A partition wall was built across the western end of the reception hall and it is likely that a
similar wall was added across its eastern end. The purpose of adding these side chambers
is not known, but they may have provided a stairway to reach a possible second storey,
with small rooms in the space beneath the stairways.

An annexe was erected alongside the west wall of the building, 22 ft. (6.7 m.) wide. A
similar extension made along the south frontage, 11 ft. (3.4 m.) wide, necessitated a re-
alignment of the street leading to the temple, and this was altered to cause the roadway to
pass along the southern frontage of the new extension. At a later date further extensions
were made by adding two additional small compartments on the south-west angle of the
building (fig. 2). The larger of the two additions was 16 ft. (4.9 m.) wide and 22 ft. (6.7 m.)
long and the smaller room was 11 ft. (3.4 m.) long.

The walls of the original reception hall had an application of red, brown and white
painted plaster. The floors of the building had been destroyed, but they are likely to have
been paved with pennant slabs; there was no trace of a mosaic pavement nor has any trace
of tesserae been noted at Nettleton.

It is likely that the ground floor was used for kitchens and a dining hall. In the absence
of partitions on the ground floor to form cubicles for sleeping quarters, it is possible that
provision was made on the second floor above the domestic arrangement.

The original hostelry was built soon after A.p. 140 with white mortar. The later building
and its additions were built with brown mortar. The coins found on the floor level of this
later building range from Gallienus (A.p. 260-8) to Valentinian II (¢c. A.D. 388), an indication
that the larger guest-house was built within a few years of the large octagonal podium
surrounding the circular shrine, and the several additions to the building were made in
the early years following its construction.

Parts of the building must have been standing in medieval times. The southern extension
was certainly used then and a dry-stone wall, constructed across the east end of the extension,
had a doorway with a recessed arrangement to house the wooden door frame and there was
also a medieval stone door-jamb. It is likely that this wall was built after the construction
of the present roadway when the eastern part of the building was destroyed to make way
for the new road.

The probable arrangement of the guest-house was a large central enclosed courtyard.
On its south side was the large reception hall with two equally spaced entrances into the
courtyard. Each entrance was capable of taking horse-drawn vehicles into the central open
courtyard, which was surrounded on its four sides by a verandah supported by a series of
stone or wooden pillars. At each corner of the courtyard steps gave access to the open
verandah, which in turn gave access to a series of rooms or dormitories arranged for guests
on the second floor above the domestic establishment. The cloister-like walks beneath the
open verandah probably served a similar function for the kitchens and domestic arrange-
ment on the ground floor. In fact the building was very similar to the later medieval court-
yard inn. There was a similar arrangement at the shrine of Nodens at Lydney Park, Glouces-
tershire.

(f) Domestic Dwelling (Building XIV)
This building preceded Building XV, and was later than the first-phase roadway that
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crossed the small valley from the Fosse Way to the circular shrine. This roadway ceased to
be used after the construction of the octagonal podium of the shrine which was after A.D.
230. The northern part of the building overlay this roadway. The building was set on a
slightly different orientation to Building XV which overlies and superseded it. It was not
possible to recover the complete plan of the building, but the northern part was about
40 ft. (12.2 m.) in length, and this wing was 22 ft. (6.7 m.) wide. There was also a wall
running in a southerly direction from this wing, suggesting that the building had a south-
east frontage facing the main roadway that led into the settlement from the Fosse Way.

(g) The West Lodge (Building XVI)

This building appears to have served the same purpose and is of the same simple rectangu-
lar plan as Buildings XIX and XVIII. It was situated at the western entrance into the settle-
ment, and its north-west wall served also as the retaining wall for the roadway which passed
at a higher level alongside the building (fig. 18). The roadway was cut to make a gentle
ascent from the small valley to the higher ground to the west of the settlement. The rusticated
boundary wall of the settlement was utilized to form the west wall of the building. This wall,
constructed with large blocks of limestone with a rusticated facing, was of the same workman-
ship as the boundary wall of Building I; and the same rusticated work was used in the octa-
gonal podium of the shrine. Several of the large blocks remained in situ on the rock ledge
which had been cut back to accommodate the wall. The building was 47 ft. (14.3 m.) in
length and 27 ft. (8.2 m.) wide. The western part of the floor consisted of the natural lime-
stone rock, but the east part was paved with large irregularly shaped slabs of limestone.

A good deal of charred material was found on the floor and the finds made from this
material also showed signs of burning. It is likely that the building was burnt down in one
of the two conflagrations at the settlement. A heavy iron axe-head (fig. 98(30)), found lying in
the burnt material on the floor of the building, suggests that this axe was possibly used as a
weapon at the time of the raid.

From the north-east corner of the building the retaining wall for the roadway continued
for some distance eastward. The area surrounding the north-east and south sides of the
building was cobbled to form a yard, and this had a limiting kerb of stones at its eastern
limit. A quantity of iron slag together with several lumps of unworked iron recovered from
the latest level in this building suggests that it was later used for the purpose of smelting
iron (see p. 75). The remains of two stone-constructed furnaces were found immediately
outside the south-east wall of the building.

The well-constructed walls of this building with wide offsets were later than the rusticated
wall of ¢. A.D. 230, but a coin of Allectus (A.p. 293-6) found in a layer later than its walls,
but prior to the major occupation material, gives some indication that it was erected during
the period A.p. 230—90. The building continued in use to the late fourth century A.p.

(h) Domestic Dwelling (Building XVII)

Built on the west side of the roadway leading south out of the settlement this building
was orientated north to south. The west flanking wall alongside the roadway was 112 ft.
(31.0 m.) long, before it turned westward and continued towards the high west bank. It was
not in alignment with the boundary wall, which was also the west wall of Building XVI,
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but evidence that there was a connecting wall across the area between the two walls has been
found at three separate points. The main wall appears to have followed along the base of
the high west bank and was built against and on the natural rock. It appears to have formed
the southern limit to the settlement in the second building phase.

Building XVII was 62 ft. (22.7 m.) long and 29 ft. (8.8 m.) wide and the south boundary
wall was used as its north wall. The south-west corner of the building was rounded, and from
it a later dry-stone wall ran westward across the area at the foot of the western bank to join
the bank (fig. 19). This wall, which was several feet high, completely blocked access into the
settlement between the building and the west bank, and provided an additional defence on
the south-west corner of the settlement (fig. 2). The dry-stone wall terminated at its east
end with a large block of limestone, but it did not join the south-west corner of Building XVII
by about g in. (22.9 cm.). The rock-face had been cut back to a line about 21 ft. (6.4 m.)
west of the north-west corner of Building XVII and a revetting wall, built against the
rock face, extended from its junction with the south boundary wall in a north-easterly
direction.

Above the revetting wall the rock face rises in several terraced platforms and the terraces
are revetted with two or more walls parallel with the revetting wall at the foot of the slope.
The two parallel walls are not of the same date and differ in construction. The lower wall
was well built and mortared, but the higher one was a dry-stone wall of later construction.

Building XVII was set back some 10 ft. (3.0 m.) from the west side of the road and it was
probably used as a lodge before the settlement was extended up the valley to the south.

(i) The Iron Forge or Foundry (Building XXVI)

This small building, 26 ft. (7.9 m.) by 28 ft. (8.6 m.), occupied the space at the foot of the
western slope below Building XVI which was built on the slope alongside the west road into
the settlement. The south-west corner survived and was 2 ft. (0.6 m.) high and well built. It
appears to have been built to house a large furnace and hearth. The furnace was built in a
east—west direction with the chamber at its west end. The chamber cut in the rock was
lower than the flue which was constructed also on the solid rock, but about 1 ft. 6 in. (0.46 m.)
above the floor of the chamber. On the south side of the chamber there was a well-built
stone channel alongside the west wall of the building, and this continued to its junction
with the south wall of the building. The flue on the higher level above the chamber was a
double one with two small flues divided by a narrow wall, less than 1 ft. (0.3 m.) wide. The
flues had been subjected to intense heat, so much so that much of the stonework had dis-
integrated ; both were about 2 ft. 6 in. (0.76 m.) long and beyond them to the east there was
evidence of considerable burning. There was also some signs of a second furnace in the
north-east corner of the building with a large area of intense red burning. In contrast to the
flues there was little or no evidence of burning within the stone chamber, nor was there any
in the stone channel leading off from the chamber. This suggests that the chamber served
as the stoke-hole for the flues and the stone channel was the means whereby a current of
air was conducted to the flues to create the necessary draught for the fire. A quantity of iron
slag found within this building and the nearby Building XVI seems to indicate that this
building was later used for iron smelting (see p. 75). Two curious lengths of iron were also
found lying on the floor within this building (fig. 97(28)).
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‘There was evidence that the building had fallen into disuse, but it was later roughly
repaired and altered by the addition of dry-stone walls, in one of which a small statuette
(pl. II) was found incorporated.

This building was in close proximity to Building XVI on the western slope, and was
evidently built about the same time. The related finds and stratigraphical evidence support
this conclusion.

5. THE OCTAGONAL SHRINE AND ITS ASSOCIATED BUILDINGS.
PHASE I: AFTER A.p. 250 (fig. 20)

It was some time after A.D. 249 that the circular shrine was destroyed by fire. But the
octagonal podium, built around the circular building about A.p. 230 as a support, remained
intact after the fire and this, not without some difficulty, was incorporated in the larger
temple, octagonal in plan, which replaced the circular shrine on the same site. The con-
struction of this large attractive building points to the continuing popularity of the shrine.

The replacement of the circular building must have been followed by an increasing
 number of visitors, and important additions to cope with this increase were made to the
guest-house (Building XII) on its west side (fig. 2) (see p. 32). Alterations and additions
were also made to Building XIII (fig. 2) (see p. 18) and the building on the west slope
of the settlement was also replaced by a larger corridor building. It is likely that Buildings I,
II and III excavated by Priestley on the north side of the river were also built about this
time (figs. 2 and 34) (see pp. 57-8). Building I is certainly not earlier than this phase, but it
could be later and this also applies to the small angle of wall representing Building I1I (fig. 2).
The walls of the three buildings look from the surviving photographs to be typical of other
structures of this phase. The buildings erected during this period do not display the same
superior type of workmanship as in the preceding phase and the walls give the appearance
of having been hastily erected.

(a) The Octagonal Shrine. Phase I (Building VI)

Two little used coins of Gordianus (A.p. 240) and Philip the Arab (A.D. 249) found in the
burnt debris below the floor of the later shrine are an indication that the fire which destroyed
the circular shrine occurred after A.n. 249 and the elaborate octagonal shrine described
below replaced the circular shrine during or soon after A.p. 250. We do not know the cause
of the fire, but it is known that Irish pirates were raiding and plundering across the Severn
in south-west Wales about A.D. 275, and it is possible therefore that the temple was destroyed
by raiders from the Bristol Channel, which is but little more than 18 miles west of Nettleton.35

It was not considered worthwhile to rebuild the circular building and the new shrine, built
on the same site, incorporated the podium with the octagonal revetting wall of the former
arrangement which had survived the fire. The new structure was so different in plan that it
is evident that a fresh style of architecture had now been introduced.3¢ The new building,
octagonal in plan, consisted of an outer octagonal wall with a series of internal radiating
walls (pl. XIa, b) converging from each angle of the octagonal wall towards the centre of the
building, to form a series of eight chambers surrounding the central shrine. However, the
two southern radial walls were constructed as elongated piers at this phase and access could
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be made to the southern chamber through doorways on either side of the chamber (fig. 20).
The radial walls were g ft. (0.9 m.) wide at the octagon angle, but tapered towards the centre,
where they reduced to 2 ft. (0.6 m.) in width. The converging ends of the eight radial walls
supported a series of eight round arches, forming a central octagonal shrine 22 ft. (6.7 m.) in
diameter (pl. XIc).

In plan the building resembled an octagonal cartwheel, the radial walls representing the
spokes and the central shrine the hub. The outer octagonal wall was encompassed by the
surrounding stone platform or podium of the former building, and its outer wall was built
up to form a covered, open-sided, colonnaded verandah. The columns and angle pilasters on
the outer wall supported a pent roof which covered the area between the original outer
octagonal retaining wall and the octagonal wall of the new building, to form an ambulatory
- or covered walk surrounding the new building (pl. XIa, ). The overall diameter of the
octagonal temple, including the outer remaining wall and ambulatory, was 7o ft. (21.g m.).

A considerable amount of preparatory work preceded the construction of the new build-
ing. Additional foundations were necessary on the northern part of the made-up platform
within the perimeter of the podium wall to carry the additional weight of the new structure
and a crescent-shaped foundation, 6 ft. (1.8 m.) in width, was inserted within the perimeter
of the podium wall (figs. 21, 22). There was also a second horseshoe- or crescent-shaped
foundation, 4 ft. (1.2 m.) wide, inserted just within the inner curve of the former circular
temple foundations and the two foundations were connected or tied in to each other by a
series of six radial spoke-like foundations. The heavy, deep foundations in each instance were
placed on the stable limestone, and the rock slope was cut back to form a series of ledges to
ensure against movement or slip of the foundations, which would threaten the stability of the
new structure (fig. 21). The foundations were made with large blocks of newly quarried local
limestone, and each layer was laid alternately on edge in herring-bone fashion, with a layer
of consolidating brown clay between each course of stone. Foundations were not required
on the south part of the platform. The rock platform, made when the podium was built,
provided ample stability for the walls of the new building. The additional outer crescent-
shaped foundation carried the main octagonal wall of the building and the radial foundations
performed a similar function for its radial walls. The inner sleeper-wall foundation supported
the converging terminals of the radial walls, carrying a series of round arches between each
pair of radial walls, to form the central shrine. The arches in turn carried the weight of a
central octagonal superstructure (fig. 31).

The builders of the new temple preserved the circular temple foundations and this added
to the difficulties of construction (pl. XIIIa, 4). A general clearance of the circular temple
foundations would have obviated the need for two separate sleeper walls within the perimeter
of the podium wall foundation (figs. 21, 22). The preservation of the earlier foundations,
below the floor of the new building, suggests a lingering sentimental regard for the former
circular shrine (pl. XIXa).

The builders also experienced considerable difficulty in incorporating the original outer
octagonal podium wall in the new octagonal structure. The south and south-west walls of
the outer octagonal wall, on the rock platform, were demolished and completely rebuilt, and
its buttresses brought into correct alignment with the angles of the new octagonal building
(pl. VIb). But the buttresses or pilasters on the surviving retaining wall were not in alignment
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2, octagonal wall (Phase II) 5, cobbled floor (Phase I) 8, squatter floor (Phase IV) 11, stone floor (Phase II)

3, octagonal temple (Phase III) 6, opus signinum floor (Phase II) 9, building debris Jacing p. 38



THE EXCAVATION 39

with those on the new plan, and in several instances the difference in alignment was as much
as 2 ft. (0.6 m.). It was essential that all the outer buttresses should be correctly aligned, so
that they could properly fulfil their function and take the thrust of the radial walls of the
new building, which in turn carried the weight of the vaulted chambers and also took the
thrust of the radial walls of the new building. These carried the weight of the vaulted cham-
bers and also took the thrust of the vaulted central superstructure. To correct this planning
error, a new wall with correctly aligned buttresses was erected on the platform within the
line of the original wall cornice. This adjustment in alignment is clearly shown on the west

Fig. 23. Octagonal temple: plan of eastern entrance
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side of the building, where the buttress of the new alignment is placed to the south of the
former buttress foundation and partially overlies it (fig. 20).

On the north-west and north-east angles of the octagonal building the radial wall founda-
tions extended beyond the inner octagonal wall as sleeper walls below the ambulatory floor,
to tie in with the outer octagonal wall, and on the north-west side this was superimposed
upon the surviving stonework of the former phase-II building. This precautionary measure
guarded against severe stresses or movement at this vulnerable point on either side of the
building, where the hillside slope unites with the built-up podium, and the most likely point
where slip or settlement was likely.

The octagonal temple was entered by way of an eastern entrance-porch or vestibule, which
gave access to the central area of the temple and also by means of doors on either side of the
vestibule into the surrounding ambulatory. A second entrance, by way of a flight of steps
from the higher ground outside the temple to the south-west, also gave access to the ambulat-
ory. Immediately opposite this entrance, a large window in the inner octagonal wall provided
light and a view into the closed central shrine.

Entry into the central shrine was made by way of an arched portal, one of eight which
formed the sides of the octagonal central shrine. Set in a prominent position on the floor of
the central shrine was an altar bearing a dedicatory inscription to the god Apollo (see p. 135).
The open arches gave access to chambers formed by the radial walls and windows in the
outer walls provided light into the central shrine (fig. 31).

The roof of the central shrine was vaulted and carried a painted plaster design. The vault
above the arches probably had a series of small semi-circular windows to provide light to the
central area below. Above the vaulted roof there was probably a stone lantern, with a
series of small vents or windows.

The main details of the octagonal shrine are described in more detail below.

Eastern Entrance (pl. XXIa, figs. 23, 24)

The main entrance, 7 ft. (2.1 m.) in width, lay on the east side of the temple and was
approached by way of a metalled roadway, which led to a short flight of steps, built partially
within the width of the podium wall. The steps led up to the stone platform on which the
shrine was built, and at the top of the steps large rectangular limestone blocks on either side
formed the base for the entrance portal columns (figs. 23, 24). The mortar matrix on which one
of the columns stood was found on the surface of the outer wall foundation. Columns on
either side of the entrance carried capitals fashioned in the plain heavy Doric (Tuscan) style
(pl. XXa), one being found lying at the south side of the main entrance portal. The capitals
probably supported an architrave on which was placed a small pediment.

The Vestibule

Within the entrance, the four piers of the inner and outer portals formed a small square
porch which gave access to the central shrine. The piers of the outer entrance partially
protruded into the width of the ambulatory walk (fig. 23). By this arrangement the entrance
into the ambulatory was constricted to enable a door about 3 ft. (0.9 m.) wide to be placed
on either side of the porch, so that the ambulatory might be closed.
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Fig.24. North-southsection acrosseastern entrance of octagonal
temple.

Key: 1, circular temple (Phase I) 4, pennant floor (Phase IV)
2, octagonal temple (Phase III) 5, south-east entrance pier
3, opus signinum floor (Phase I1I}

The Romano-British temple at Pagans Hill, Chew Stoke, Somerset, had a similar arrange-
ment (fig. 25).% \

The Inner Portal

The main entrance into the Nettleton shrine from the vestibule was made by way of an
inner portal, flanked on either side by columns set on large rectangular blocks of limestone.
One block found in situ on the south side was 2 ft. 3 in. (0.69 m.) by 2 ft. (0.61 m.) and
1 ft. 3 in. (0.8 m.) thick, and the mortar impression of the column base that stood on the
block, not more than 2 ft. (0.61 m.) square, could be clearly traced (pl. XXIa). It is likely
that the three heavy column bases and the large capital, found within the central area and
forming part of the late temporary shrine, are those that formerly stood at the outer and
inner portals of the east entrance (pl. XX1b, fig. 77(4-6)). They are all of the same type and
have been turned on the lathe (see pp. 188-90). The bases are 1 ft. 8 in. (0.51 m.) square
and they fit the mortar impression left when the column base was removed from the block.
The large circular capital, also lathe-turned, probably came from the outer portal (pl. XXb).
It is likely that the heavy capital, found at the east entrance, came from the inner portal
(pl. XXa). This capital has two projections which indicate that it was attached to walls in
opposing directions, presumably the octagon wall, and the lintel of the ambulatory doorway.
It was probably re-used from the circular temple.

The Ambulatory (fig. 26, pl. VIb)

The ambulatory or covered walk between the two octagonal walls on the platform was
6 ft. 6 in. (1.95 m.) wide and completely encompassed the new building. Entry to the
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ambulatory could be made from the vestibule, or from outside by way of the south-west
entrance, and also from the hall on the north-east side of the shrine. The floor was paved with
square slabs of blue pennant limestone, but very little remained in situ as it was re-used by the
later squatters when the temple was converted into a homestead soon after A.p. 330 (fig. 26,
pl. XXIVb).

The ambulatory floor level was raised above the former floor level of the circular temple
when the octagonal temple was built. The inner wall of the ambulatory was plastered and
decorated, but only the lower part of the design survived. It had a yellow or ochre coloured
background with a panelled design, with a dado 1 ft. 7 in. (0.48 m.) wide in dark red,
speckled with white and blue to simulate marble. Above this was a white band }in. (1.27 cm.)
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Fig. 26. North-south section across south ambu-
latory of octagonal temple

Key: 1, squatter floor 3, floor make-up
2, pennant floor 4, brown mortar

wide, next a band of Neapolitan red 4 in. (10.1 cm.) wide, followed by a white band 5 in.
(12.7 cm.) wide, and after this a second band of Neapolitan red 2 in. (5 cm.) wide, completed
by a 1 in. (2.5 cm.) wide egg-shell blue band. It is likely that the ochre-coloured panels carried
a central design of flowers and foliage. Plaster fragments recovered from the ambulatory floor
bore traces of floral and foliage decoration (pl. XLIa). The outer wall of the ambulatory had
buttresses or pilasters at each angle of the octagon, which supported the pent roof, and it was
additionally supported by two columns that stood at equal spaces between the angle but-
tresses and this formed an open verandah. Two of the verandah columns were found where
they had fallen from the ambulatory wall-bench on the north side of the building (pl. XXIVa).
Another was found in a similar position on the north-east angle, and fragments of others
were noted on the west side. The wall-bench was capped with chamfered limestone slabs
bearing a chevron and cable border design (pl. XXVa).

The open-sided ambulatory must have been a delightful place in summer time overlooking
the nearby river (pl. XI5). The pent roof of the ambulatory probably had a timber frame
to carry the weight of the Cotswold stone tiled roof. Many pennant stone tiles and other
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roof debris, including tiles with iron nails in the fixing-holes, were found alongside the outer

wall where they had fallen from the pent roof.

44

Ambulatory Aedicula (fig. 27)

On passing from the vestibule through the doorway into the south walk of the ambulatory,
there was on the right a small aedicula or shrine constructed within the width of the octagonal

wall, at the angle where it is joined by the radial wall. It was in a good state of preservation

and g ft. 1 in. (0.92 m.) in diameter with sides 4 ft. (1.2 m.) in height from the ambulatory
floor level. A small part of the apsidal roof of the aedicula survived. It was built partially

Fig. 27. Artist’s view of aedicula above votive pit in the south-east angle of the inner ambulatory wall

of the octagonal temple (from south-east)
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over a small circular stone-lined pit, set within the width of the angle foundation of the
octagonal wall.

The lower filling of the underlying stone pit (fig. 277) consisted of much burnt material and
contained nine coins as follows:

1 Faustina I A.D. 16175
1 Gordianus  A.D. 240—4
2 Gallienus A.D. 260-8

and the remainder, although not readily identifiable, not later than A.p. 270. Mixed with the
burnt material were a number of small rodent bones and egg-shell, probably remnants of a
rodent nest made at a later date within the pit. The upper filling of the niche consisted of
building rubble and plaster. The back wall of the semi-circular niche was built over and
spanned the centre of the pit below. This was probably due to a planning error in relating
the pit, which was built when the temple foundations were put in, to the freestanding walls.

There is no evidence to suggest that the pit was built at an earlier date than the niche
above. The aedicula was plastered and traces of a design could be seen on its back
wall, but not enough to identify the design employed. The sides of the aedicula had only one
rendering of plaster, and close inspection indicated that slabs of wood or marble had been
placed as a decorative feature against the plaster face before it had set. The mortar impression
of the adhering slabs could be clearly traced, suggesting decorative panels on either side of
the aedicula. It is likely that the niche housed a small statue, or an altar, and that this stood
on a wooden base overlying the votive pit. The ambulatory floor directly opposite the
aedicula was discoloured red to some depth by fire action, in much the same way as were the
floor levels of the former circular temple. This burning must have continued over a con-
siderable period of time to account for the intense discoloration of the floor which had been
repaired and was tightly packed. This was no doubt due to constant use by visitors who may
have made their obeisance before the aedicula. It is likely that a similar aedicula occupied a
matching position on the north side.

A similar aedicula was discovered at the Lullingstone Roman villa, but the pit was square
and was intended to contain water. The niche was built in much the same way with an
apsidal top, but it was not as large. It also had painted plaster walls, with a design represent-
ing the three river nymphs.38

The stone pedestal found on the right hand side of the Lydney Park temple entrance
probably held a statue, and served a similar purpose.

The South-west Entrance

The south-west entrance was approached by way of a flight of stone steps, through the
outer octagonal wall, into the ambulatory. The entrance was 7 ft. 6 in. (2.25 m.) wide and
was flanked on either side by columns set on rectangular blocks of limestone; one of the
blocks, 1 ft. g in. (0.53 m.) by g ft. 6 in. (1.07 m.), was found iz situ (pl. XXIVb). This door-
way was directly opposite the large window in the inner octagonal wall. The precinct area
to the south of the steps leading down to the south-west entrance to the shrine was cobbled,
but there was no evidence of a roadway west from the shrine.

5
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North Entrance

There was some evidence to suggest an entrance into the northern sector through the inner
octagonal temple wall. The small surviving fragment of this wall had a squared end indicating
a possible doorway. The podium foundations are much wider at the point where they make
contact with the south-west corner of the large rectangular Building VII. We were fortunate
to recover a hard well-worn surface near the point of junction with the nearby rectangular
building. The doorway placed opposite the wider retaining wall foundation, and the hard
surface, suggest an entry into the hall below by way of a flight of steps from the temple.

The Windows

The one large surviving window in the octagonal wall on the south-west angle was of
unusual interest (fig. 28, pl. XXVII5). The window opening was 5 ft. (1.5 m.) wide on the
outside, with splayed sides to permit the maximum light. The timber window frame was
built into the wall with two upright timber supports on either side of the window set in a
wooden sill. A similar timber lintel over the head of the window stabilized the four uprights
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and this completed the wooden framework of the window. The window sill was 1 ft. 6 in.
(0.46 m.) above the ambulatory floor (pl. XXIVb).

It was possible to determine the exact dimensions of the window sill, which was 6 in.
(15.2 cm.) square, by the mortar impression and by the stone additions inserted by the
squatter occupants when the wooden sill was still in position. The window-sill beam extended

NETTLETON SCRUBB

25
Feet

Metres

Fig. 29. Plan of central area of octagonal temple superimposed on earlier circular temple,
with detail of the improvised shrine to north and squatter farmstead to south
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beyond the normal width of the window 2 ft. 6 in. (0.76 m) on either side, and it supported
the additional upright window timbers. The upright timbers and the sill extensions were
built into the wall in sockets, and the timbers were flush with the wall surface. The timber
joints were secured by large round-headed nails. The nails, with large heads 2 in. (2.5 cm.)
in diameter, were found on the floor, where they had fallen from the window frame.

A number of arch-stones found lying alongside the window are likely to have fallen from a
relieving arch set above the lintel of the window frame, and there was probably a small
decorative tympanum in the space between the timber lintel and the relieving arch. The
timber inserts on either side of the window are unusual. The recessed space between the
window and the inserted timber uprights was 2 ft. 6 in. (0.76 m.) on either side, which was
half the width of the window. The recessed space on each side allowed for wooden shutters
to fit flush against the wall, when they were not used to close the window. The shutters no
doubt slid in grooves on the window sill. The evidence suggests that similar windows were
placed in the north-east and north-west walls of the octagon.

Visiting worshippers to the shrine were not likely to have had access to the sanctuary,
where the dedicatory altars of the shrine were housed. Provision was made to observe the
ceremonies in the central shrine through the windows from the ambulatory, without entering
the surrounding chambers or central octagonal shrine.3?

The Southern Sector

The south sector of the building was not enclosed at this stage, but, in place of the two
radial walls, two large rectangular piers, 2 ft. 6 in. (0.76 m) wide and 6 ft. (1.8 m.) in length,
supported the stone arch facing on to the central area and arches spanned the space between
the piers and the octagonal wall (figs. 29, 30). The archway facing the central shrine was
blocked by a partition wall, forming an ante-chamber to the south of the central shrine.
Entry to this south chamber was made through the arched doorways on either side of the
chamber.

The Central Shrine (fig. 29)

After passing through the eastern sector from the vestibule the central shrine was reached;
octagonal in form, it was 22 ft. (6.7 m.) in diameter. From the many voussoirs (in one
instance several voussoirs were found still engaged together with brown mortar) we were able
to determine that the arch-span was 6 ft. (1.8 m.), and an arch was reconstructed (pl.
XXVII1b). The spaces between the converging ends of the two piers and six radial walls
were spanned by eight round arches, each 6 ft. (1.8 m.) in diameter (fig. 31) and they rested
upon an impost or cornice set on the ends of the radial walls.

The building debris which completely covered the temple walls was composed of masses
of collapsed tufa-vaulting, painted plaster, limestone, and mortar. In several instances, in the
chambers and the central area the tufa lay in an integrated mass on the floor where it had
fallen from the vaulted roof (pl. XXXIIa, b). This vaulting was supported by a series of lime-
stone ribs made up from 20 or more dressed stone blocks. The ribs were probably held in
position at the top of the vault by a central key-stone, and they rested on the corniced ends of
the radial walls (pls. XI¢, XXXTIIa, b). A collapsed rib was found in the central shrine area,
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Fig. 30. Octagonal temple: plan and section of south-east radial wall
showing Phase-III and IV masonry

and this together with the fallen tufa, which gives the curve of the vault, suggests a possible
interior reconstruction.

Abundant evidence of the use of tufa was found throughout the building especially in the
western sector, where a piece of the collapsed vault was found intact with the painted plaster
adhering to the tufa blocks. The tufa was of local Cotswold origin, and was cut and trimmed
with a mason’s saw to the required shape to fit into the vaulted roof (pl. XXXIIc).4® The
use of calcareous tufa in the construction of domed or vaulted roofs is well attested both in
Roman and later medieval buildings in Britain. Its peculiar lightness, the ease with which
it was cut when ‘fresh’ and its durability made it the ideal material for this purpose.

It is likely that the central vault had a series of semi-circular apertures or windows set
above the arches in the central area at a sufficient height to give clearance above the roofs of
the surrounding chambers. The floor of the central area at this stage was made up with opus
signinum (pl. XXIXb). The greater part of the chief altar base, of cut limestone blocks, was
found in situ a little south of the central position in the shrine.

The Side Chambers

Apart from the eastern chamber, which gave access from the vestibule into the central
shrine, the purpose of the seven chambers is difficult to assess. The south-west sector had a
large window in the ambulatory wall (see pp. 46-8). The lower courses of this wall in the
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north and west chambers each had a straight, mortared joint, indicating that there had been
a doorway from the chamber into the ambulatory. The ambulatory wall of the south-east
and south-west chambers survived to a height of between 2 and 3 ft., which was higher than
the surviving window sill in the south-west wall and there was no sign of a window or door-
way in either of these chambers from the ambulatory. The ambulatory wall in the north-east
and north-west chambers had been completely destroyed. It would appear that the alternate
chambers did not have either doorway or window in their ambulatory walls, and the only
means of access, at this stage, was by way of the arched entrance from the central shrine.

The construction of the octagonal shrine, with its radial chambers, coincides with the
building of the partition wall across the interior of the nearby rectangular hall (Building
VII). This suggests that the larger octagonal shrine made provision for part of the former
functional purpose of the hall, and it was transferred to the shrine. A possible theory is that
the chambers may have been used as supporting chapels around the central shrine.

A second theory is suggested by the plan at Lydney Park, Gloucestershire, where a number
of small cells are thought to have been used by pilgrims to the temple of Nodens. The
pilgrims, it is suggested, may have slept in the cells hoping that they might receive a visit in
their dreams from the god whose help they had come to seek.4! This second suggested use
was the most likely purpose of the chambers in the Nettleton octagonal shrine. The chambers
provided the means for a more intimate association for visiting pilgrims than had hitherto
been possible in the large rectangular hall. The hall was accordingly altered to make provi-
sion for a large narthex at its west end, and this served as an assembly point for pilgrims,
prior to ascending the steps which gave access to the shrine from the hall.

The collapsed vaulting suggests that the surrounding chambers, enclosed by the radial
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walls, each had a separate vaulted roof with an exterior covering of Cotswold stone tiles
(pl. XXXIIa, b).

A feature of some interest was the method used in the radial wall construction at roof level.
The west radial wall was the only one surviving to this height (7 ft. — 2.1 m.) and had a
number of stone blocks placed lengthwise along the centre core of the wall with a series of
stone blocks placed slantwise along either side. The central line of stones was clearly placed
to act as a wedge or buffer support to the sloping stones on either side of the wall and were,
with little doubt, the surviving base course of the vault which covered the side chambers.
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Fig. g2. Octagonal temple: Phase-III radial
wall with put-log holes

Several large pieces of stone guttering, found within the temple, were probably used to convey
rainwater from the central and radial roofs and pent roof of the surrounding ambulatory.
The stone guttering was probably placed in the valleys formed by the radial chamber roofs.

Put-log or dowel holes were found in the west radial wall and in the octagonal wall to the
north of the large west window. The dowel holes were 5 in. (12.7 cm.) square and they were
placed 5 ft. (1.3 m.) above the offset of the wall foundation (fig. 32). They were carried
through the width of the wall but they had been blocked up with small blocks of tufa,
presumably when the building operation was completed. The dowel holes were possibly used
to house supports for the vaulting during its construction. No other walls survived to sufficient
height for other dowel holes to be identified, but they are an indication that the temple walls
were carried to a sufficient height to necessitate the use of scaffolding.

Painted Plaster

The greater part of the walls within the shrine was faced with plaster painted with a
variety of colours. The paintings included patterned panels of flowers and foliage and
paintings portraying the human form (pl. XLI5). In two cases it was possible to photograph
the design in situ. These were on the inner faces of the partition walls which blocked the north
and west sectors from the central shrine, and are described in detail on pp. 63—4
(fig. 36, pl. XLIIa, b). Painted plaster was also found in situ in the south and west chambers,
the eastern entrance sector, the south walk of the ambulatory and the small aedicula in the
ambulatory. Fragments of painted plaster were found in abundance throughout the shrine
in the building debris, and some with a floral design were found below the squatter level in



52 THE SHRINE OF APOLLO AT NETTLETON, WILTS

the south walk of the ambulatory. The plaster from each part of the shrine was kept separ-
ate, and this has enabled us to give some indication of the design and colour scheme used
in the building (pp. 182-8 and figs. 75, 76).

Painted plaster was found still adhering to the collapsed mass of tufa vaulting from the
central area and the western sector of the shrine. A number of fragments, including the
human head specimen, had a concave surface, a further indication that it came from vaulting.
The plaster recovered from the central area of the shrine had a black encrustation on the
painted surface, caused, no doubt, by the open fires of the later squatters. The whole of the
vaulted central area and the surrounding chambers was vaulted and the plastered surface
had painted designs, which included a representation of the human form, possibly that of
the god Apollo (see pl. XLIb, ).

Several fragments of plaster had two applications of painted plaster, an indication that the

design and colour scheme were changed. Two coats were found in sifu on the inner face of the
eastern partition wall (fig. 33).

Partition 1st plaster surface

2nd plaster surface

2
3 Metres
Fig. 33. Temple floor levels
Key: 1, squatter level 6, circular temple wall
2, pennant floor 7, 8, gravel
3, opus signinum floor 9, 10, limestone
4, burnt layer 11, inner sleeper wall of octago-
5, pebble floor nal temple

External Appearance of the Temple

The dominating feature of the temple on its east side was its entrance. A well-made
approach road led up to the steps that gave access to the platform or podium on which the
octagonal temple was built. The rusticated octagonal retaining wall, capped with its project-
ing cornice at the podium floor level, carried a shallow rainwater gutter. A low bench-like
wall surrounded the ambulatory, and at the angles supporting buttresses, augmented by
two sturdy columns placed on the wall-bench between each angle of the octagon, formed an
open verandah. On either side of the entrance, large columns set on stone bases were capped
with heavy Doric (Tuscan) type capitals and these were probably surmounted with an



THE EXCAVATION 53

architrave, which in turn carried an arched tympanum (fig. 24) set in the gable end of the
vestibule roof to form a porch. We have no clue as to what type of door was used, but the
doorway was 7 ft. (2.1 m.) wide, an indication that it was two-leaved.

Above the pent roof of the ambulatory the gable ends of the supporting radial chambers
surrounded the central octagonal structure. From the mass of stone tiles found around the
building it is probable that the vault of each chamber supported a stone tile roof, and the
central octagon was probably also roofed with Cotswold tiles.4? The summit of the central
octagonal roof was no doubt surmounted with a decorative finial, similar perhaps to the fine
finial found on the floor of the nearby rectangular Building VII (pl. XXXIIIb). The gable
ends of the surrounding chambers probably carried matching finials similar to that found
slightly east of the temple (pl. XXXIIIa). To the south-east, the building was dominated by
higher ground. It is possible that the western entrance also had a porch-like roof built
against the gable end of the western chamber.

The northern aspect of the temple was by far the most impressive, where the rusticated
podium wall, on which the temple stood, could be seen at its maximum height of at least
g ft. (2.7 m.). The open verandah above the wall, the gable ends of the chambers, and the
octagonal central structure towering above the nearby rectangular building, with its river-
side frontage, must have made an impressive sight in its beautiful rural setting (pl. XI5).

The overall diameter of the temple was 7o ft. (21.3 m.) and assuming that the building was
about half its diameter in height, this would make the building g5 ft. (10.7 m.) high as seen
from the east side, but from its north aspect alongside the river the height would be accen-
tuated by at least g ft. (2.7 m.).

Temple Dedication

An inscribed altar found within the central shrine near the entrance to the north-east
sector, where it had been used as a hearth-side seat by the later squatter occupants, bore the
following inscription (pl. XXXIV):

DEO APOL/LINI CVNO/MAGLO CO/ROTICA IV/TI FIL VSLM
The accepted interpretation of this inscription is:

“To the God Apollo Cunomaglos Corotica, daughter of Iutus, willingly and deservedly
fulfilled her vow’ (see pp. 135-6).43

Professor K. Jackson notes that Cunomaglos means Hound Prince; ‘hound’ has an
honorific force in Celtic.

The altar found within the central shrine suggested that the shrine was primarily dedicated
to the god Apollo and this suggestion was further confirmed by the following finds:

(1) A small bronze plaque found on the floor of the later shrine, in the north part of the
central shrine; it bears a representation of the god Apollo, with a punched inscription
which reads (frontispiece and fig. 61):

D-A-POL | DECIMIVS

(2) Fine bronze ring (fig. 92(7)). The bezel retains a known representation of the god
Apollo (see pp. 214-15).
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(3) A small finial fashioned in clay found in Building X (pl. XXXI5 and fig. 58) bears
a representation of a cock’s head (see p. 138).

(4) The small bronze figure of a cockerel (pl. XXXIa), found by Priestley on the site of
Building I (see p. 143). The cockerel was an attribute of the god Apollo.

(5) There is also the piece of statuary found in 1825, on the site of Building I (pl. Ia).
The stone relief bears the lower part of a representation of Diana, the twin sister of Apollo,
with her hound (see p. 136).

The finds collectively indicate and place beyond reasonable doubt that the shrine was
primarily dedicated to the god Apollo (pl. XXIIIa). Shrines built in honour of Apollo are
often found in association with the rural scene. He was the patron of flocks and herds as well
of music and the arts.** The cult was likewise associated with, and is thought to have sup-
planted, the pre-Roman North British god of youth and music, Maponus, whose sanctuary has
been identified at Clochmabonstane, a megalithic circle on the north shore of the Solway
Firth.45

Nettleton was certainly not lacking in these attributes. It lies in a delightful scene of rural
beauty and tranquillity, in countryside ‘far from the madding crowd’, and the scene is one
whose natural features would provide the desired surroundings for the home of a god. %

It is possible that the temple of Apollo at Nettleton was a perpetuation of an earlier Celtic
ritual site.#? Celtic ritual worship was conducted in similar sites, Nemetona, or sacred groves,
in the vicinity of rivers, lakes, or spring-heads.

(b) The Rectangular Temple (after Priestley) (Building I)

This building was the most important of those excavated by the late Mr. W. C. Priestley
in 1943-5 on the north side of the Broadmead Brook. The only known surviving account of
its excavation is contained in a copy of a letter by him to the late Mr. J. P. Bushe-Fox, and
is partially reproduced on pp. 55-7).

The overall measurement of the building was 64 ft. (19.5 m.) long and 24 ft. (7.3 m.) wide,
with an entrance on its south-east corner. Although Priestley does not say so in his letter, it
is quite clear that the back (north) wall is earlier than the walls which are built against it,
and it is equally clear that the walls are of the same type as several late buildings on the
south side of the river (pl. IIlag). Priestley mentions that ‘not much pottery has come out
from the lower level of the shrine except several incomplete hard-baked thumb vases,
having a purplish hue. Some coins have turned up (3rd or 4th century) from the same level.’
The pottery, from the description given, must be New Forest ware. Priestley does not make it
clear what the ‘lower levels’ were, but it would appear that the building was of fourth-century
date, if the New Forest ware and Constantinian coins came from the same level. The small
drain that ran from the rock face through the building is comparable with the late drain
found in Building IX, and served the same purpose of conveying water from the rock face
to the river. The cover stones for this drain look very much like re-used pennant stone tiles in
the photograph (pl. XIIc). There are also a number of broken stone tiles on the floor of the
building. The wall foundations in the picture are quite shallow and rest on earth. Large
lumps of uncut limestone are incorporated in the walls, and they are not substantial enough
to carry a heavy superstructure (pl. IIIa). The north wall of the building rests on the native
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rock, and is of the same character as the wall at the rear of Building XVI, and the rusticated
podium wall of the second phase shrine (pl. XII5).

If the rusticated wall was earlier than the building it is likely that the sculpture found in
this wall was also earlier. The rusticated wall was an exterior feature and Building I was
built to incorporate the wall as its northern limit (see pp. 99-100).

Priestley’s letter to Mr. Bushe-Fox runs as follows:

‘I am enclosing some details of an excavation I have been carrying out for several seasons
at Nettleton . . . which I think may interest you. . . .

‘Between Bath and Cirencester the site of a Roman settlement at Whitewalls in the parish
of Easton Gray is well known. This “Station” being 12 miles from Cirencester and 18 from
Bath, I felt convinced that another “post” must exist somewhere in the latter section. . . .
Gaining permission to dig . . . we soon struck the foundations of a medieval building, which
was excavated [see p. 98] . .. Haverfield’s Roman Britain 1913 (Journal of Roman Studies)
on page 49 briefly describes the discovery of some structural remains . . . of what appeared to
be the site of one of the small square, Romano-British temples at Nettleton Scrubb. This I
decided to follow up [fig. 34]. After removing the remains of the lime-kilns, we got down to the
Roman walling mentioned by Haverfield. The N-W corner of this excavated structure shows

Virgin rock in Cross wall
side wall

Large stone in

. Front wall
pr Ashlar facing

to back wall

Jamb stone  Alcove

20 0

rough cavity
in rock 16

Dry wall
backed with
small stones

Fig. 34. Plan and section of building excavated by W. C. Priestley 1938—47
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clearly in photo [pl. IIlq] . . . this building is sunk into the ground some 6 to 8 ft. [1.8 to
2.4 m.] and its rear wall (light coloured in photo) is built of massive blocks of local stone,
against the natural rock face. . . . The total internal width of the building is 20 ft. g in.
[6.09 m.]. The side walls and part of the west wall show in shadow in photograph and are of
usual Roman construction. Small and medium sized stones, well mortared, about two feet
thick and left roughish internally. . . . The builders of the lime kiln, in laying down a concrete
floor for the fire some 18 in. [46 cm.] thick, do not appear to have gone further than the
crosswall, i.e. some 18 ft. [5.5 m.] from the massive back wall in which originally was cut the
sculpture illustrated by Haverfield. If you refer to my photograph [pl. IIIa] you will gain a
better impression of this back wall, while photograph [pl. III5] gives a “‘close up”’ of the
centre of it, shewing in greater detail the remains of what appears to have been an alcove
with a vertical door jamb (upper part perished) on left hand and slighter evidence of a
similar jamb on right; the width of entrance then being about g ft. 6 in. [1.05 m.] at the
front edge of the alcove we discovered two rectangular sockets some 5 in. [12.7 cm.] long by
about 1 in. [3.8 cm.] wide and 2 in. [5.1 cm.] deep, as though intended to receive the ends
of the battens of a wooden shutter, which might be expected to have some sort of turn-button
or fastening at the top to secure such a shutter in place, thus closing the alcove from view.
Nothing was however found of any top member, the perished jamb on the left rising to only
about 4 ft. [1.2 m.]. To the left of this defective jamb and about 15 in. [38.1 cm.] above its
base are shown the remaining bits of sculpture in situ which formed part of the bottom of the
subject of Haverfield’s photo, consisting of “fallen drapery”’ and a “foot”.

“The limekiln builders (1911) do not appear to have gone below this course of stones for
they cut diagonally into the Roman work, and built a buttress to support the limekiln. As
will be seen, a few courses of this project from the back-wall at an angle, above the sculp-
tured parts now remaining. Traces of a similar buttress were found on the right hand side
of the “alcove” though the original Roman walling is not nearly so high there. Behind this
Roman rear wall is a filling of dry-stones. Owing to the natural rock in “alcove” at about
2 ft. [0.9 m.] from front edge of wall (behind where bottom of our rod stands) the jambs do
not suggest a doorway leading inwards, or further backwards. The vertical stone, beside rod,
is only one of the rough filling stones. It, together with the rubble, behind rod, having been
cleared (since photograph was taken) leaves a ledge of natural rock about 1 ft. 8 in. [o. 5I m.]
higher than the stone with dowel holes though not parallel with “alcove” entrance. No
structural remains could be detected in “alcove”, apart from the small vertical stone (near
right hand side at the bottom) but tooling marks shewing above this, where the natural rock
had been roughly angled out presumably to receive the right hand jamb. The “alcove” is
(within an inch) central in the rear wall. Leaving the back wall and taking the masonry of the
building generally, its foundation and lower courses are of a very inferior order. Very rough,
ill-shaped stones, and lumps of the natural limestone rock, dressing being employed here and
there in the well defined lines of the walling, which may suggest wood flooring in part.
Where the walling exists above the foundations to (say) 2 ft. [0.6 m.] or more, it is much
better, being well mortared and the stones more carefully lined and dressed. The cross wall,
which is 18 ft. 6 in. [5.55 m.] from the rear wall of the building, is not one build with the
side walls and the position of “entrance” through it is not well defined. A few foundation
stones remaining in the gap, suggest that the rear area was about 7 in. or 8 in. [17—20 cm.]
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higher (say one step up) from area B, though remaining traces of a floor (if of opus signinum)
are very scanty. It is only towards the central line of the building in both areas A and B that
such traces exist, and then only for some 6 ft. [1.8 m.) to 7 ft. [2.1 m.] in width. From rough
sketch plan, it will be seen, a gully-drain runs from the slightly higher area A, through its
entrance down into area B, where it is still partly covered with red sandstone flags, about
11 in. [3.8 cm.] in thickness. None remained iz sifu in area A, but odd ones were found
nearby suggesting the drain had originally been covered with them. The width of drain is
some 8 in. [20 cm.] and its depth about the same, formed of stones at the sides though its
bottom appears to have been only of clay or natural rock. The flag-stone covering would
appear to give approximately the original floor level.

‘I mentioned a retaining wall; this runs around the lower part of the site of the shrine, and
at one point, I cut a section, shown in photograph [pl. XIId] details of the stratification are
given on back of photograph. . . . From all this and other evidence available the temple does
not appear to follow conventional lines, and the only type of shrine it appears to comply with
is a Mithraeum.

‘Not much pottery has come out from the lower level of the shrine except several in-
complete hard baked thumb vases, having a purplish hue [New Forest ware]. Some coins
have turned up (grd or 4th century) from the same level. An “Urbs Roma” was found in
association with the “Nettleton Cock** [pl. XXXIa]. Three large ‘“melon” beads came from
the gully or drain in association with the pieces of sculptured slab, Mercury [pl. I¢] and
draped figure [pl. Ia] and several coins.

‘The “dig” has been carried on since the war, started by myself and about half a dozen
helpers, usually on Sundays from Spring to Autumn.’

(c) Building West of the Rectangular Temple (after Priestley)

This building was also located by Priestley and he concluded that it was a ‘retaining wall’,
presumably for the nearby rectangular Building I; but as the wall shown in Priestley’s
photograph has little or no foundation it is difficult to see how it could possibly function as a
‘retaining wall’. Fortunately Priestley has described on the back of his photograph details of
the stratification shown in the picture. The wall is clearly of the same type as several similar
walls found on the opposite south side of the river and these are of late fourth-century date.
Only the north-east angle of this wall was excavated and it is possible that this may be part
of a building lying further to the west. The baths of the settlement have not been located and
it is possible that they may have occupied this flat area alongside the river.

The notes on the photograph by Priestley (pl. XIId) are as follows:

‘Nettleton Wilts 1940. Section cut close to the ‘“‘retaining wall”” to west of temple area.

A. Present turf level, just below galvanized iron sheet, then broken stone and humus
mixed 2 ft. [0.6 m.] deep.

B. Stone “retaining wall” (3 courses remaining) 2 ft. [0.6 m.] wide, built on small
broken stones and humus. Stratum No. 1.

2. Stratum of broken stones, mixed with brownish clay.

3. Finely broken stones and clay.
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4. River silt and clay mixed.
5. Light coloured yellow river silt and gravel (clean) undisturbed.

‘Wall removed (for 3 ft. [0.9 m.]) to right of 6 ft. rod to examine coarse pottery and coins
sealed by wall (3rd and 4th century A.D. coins).’

It is of interest to note that the 8 ft. (2.4 m.) of deposit on the north side of the river before
the natural undisturbed strata were reached agrees within a foot or so with the stratification
found on the south side of the river.

(d) Riverside Building III (after Priestley)

This building on the north side of the river was excavated by Priestley, and apart from its
plan and a photograph little is known concerning its excavation. Priestley’s photograph
makes it clear that the wall nearest the river is of superior workmanship to the side walls;
these are g ft. (0.9 m.) wide, built against the riverside wall and are of later date (pl. XIIa).
This also applies to the wall of inferior workmanship to the north of the picture. The riverside
wall was 26 ft. (7.9 m.) long and shows a substantial offset.

Priestley suggested that he had found ‘what appears to be the Roman bridge abutment’
and he mentions that a coin of Antoninus Pius was found in the filling of rough stones and
quarry-brash and also part of a Samian Form 45 mortarium. He also writes that the ‘long
wall (the water wall) is built on the water-worn stones of an earlier ford’. It is difficult to see
how the walls could possibly have been a bridge abutment. The walls are not in alignment
with any known roadway on either side of the river.

We now know that the Fosse Way must lie to the east of the present roadway. This would
bring it into alignment with the only possible exit to the north which is on the line of the
present road, where it passes the high out-crop of limestone on its west side and there is a
sharp drop into the valley of the Broadmead Brook on the east side.

It is doubtful whether a road bridge would be necessary at this point, since the river could
easily have been forded, but if there was one it should be slightly east of the present road
bridge. Priestley’s ‘bridge abutment’ faces the hostelry on its south side and his medieval
building is immediately north of it. It would seem more likely that the walls attached to the
riverside wall are part of a riverside building that probably extended to the north and
preceded the medieval building. The coin of Antoninus Pius and the Samian ware did not
appear to have been recovered from a particular stratified layer, but they agree with the
second-century A.D. material found on the opposite side of the river.

The substantial riverside wall was on the same alignment as the wall found on the north
side of the Roman river opposite the stone piers of Building VII. This suggests that the
Roman riverside wall was continuous through the settlement (fig. 2).

(e) Domestic Dwelling (Building XV)

This building was erected on the same site as Building XIV which preceded it, on the
sloping ground to the west of Building X. It is incomplete but the plan suggests a normal
corridor building 65 ft. (19.8 m.) long and 52 ft. (15.8 m.) broad, and orientated north—
south.
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Two complete rooms were recovered; the larger was g9 ft. (11.9 m.) in length and 24 ft.
(7.3 m.) wide, and the smaller 22 ft. (6.7 m.) in length, but the partition wall was an addition
and the two rooms were originally one compartment. There was an entrance at the east side
of the partition wall, and the doorstep, still in position, was 5 ft. (1.5 m.) wide. There appear
to have been rooms on the east and west sides of the building, but it was not possible to
recover their complete plan. The east wing was 19 ft. (5.8 m.) wide, but the west side could
not have been very wide. It is possible that the north wall extended beyond the corner of the
building to join up with the limestone bank that had been cut back into the western slope
at the rear of the building; this would enclose a small backyard between the west wall and
the limestone bank which had been faced with a dry-stone revetment.

The building is of later construction than Building XIV which it overlies; the walls were
sealed by a black layer in which coins of Constantine I (A.p. 320—4) and Gratian (A.D. 367—
78) were found. This suggests that it had fallen into disuse about the middle of the fourth
century A.p. The building partially overlay the original road which was constructed from
the Fosse Way and crossed the area to provide access to the circular shrine.

(f) The East Lodge (Building XIX)

This building, at the junction of the north—south road through the settlement with the
Fosse Way, was apparently a simple rectangular construction. The modern road passes
through a limestone cutting, several feet in depth, and consequently the east end of the
building was destroyed when the modern road was made. The surviving portion is 36 ft.
(11.0 m.) in length and the building was 25 ft. (7.6 m.) wide, with walls of inferior workman-
ship. Its position at the junction of the two roads suggests that it was a lodge or guard-house.
The high bank on the opposite, south side, of the settlement road was revetted with a wall to
support the high steep bank on the south side of the roadway. It was built on the same
orientation as Building XXX, and late fourth-century coins found in association suggest that
the two buildings are contemporary (fig. 2).

(g) Domestic Dwelling (Building XX)

This building was placed along the east side of the road leading south from the settlement,
on the narrow strip between the road and the high revetted bank. The building had well
built walls, g ft. (0.9 m.) in width with offsets. This building is earlier than the road wall,
which is built on to the south-west corner of the building on a slightly different line, 6 in.
(15.2 cm.) back from the corner of the structure.

Set on a north-south orientation, the building had an overall measurement of 56 ft.
(17.1 m.) and was 26 ft. (7.9 m.) wide. Its interior dimensions were 50 ft. (15.2 m.) by 20 ft.
(6.1 m.). The interior walls were coated with plaster, painted with a linear pattern of red and
white. The floor was made up of a mass of limestone chippings, and there was a small stone-
built drainage channel running along the inside line of its west wall. There was also a stone
revetment outside the east wall of the building, apparently made to ensure that the high bank
to the east did not encroach on to the west wall. The interior was roughly paved with lime-
stone slabs, including several re-used pennant roofing tiles.

A coin of Helena (A.D. 337—41) was found below this stone floor, which was covered with a
thick layer of fire-ash. A quantity of broken pottery was found alongside the wall towards its
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west end, including New Forest ware of the hard metallic thumb-vase type. Two bronze
rings were also found in this material. One was a fine signet ring, in perfect condition, with a
light blue glass paste setting. It had a representation of a standing figure with
one hand against a column and the other holding what appears to be a branch. The figure is
thought to represent the god Apollo (seefig. 92(77) and p. 142). The second ring was a key-ring
(fig. 92(9))-

The coin of Helena indicates that the building was built during the first half of the fourth
century A.D. Constantinian coins and of Valentinian II found on the floor give some indica-
tion of the period of occupation.

(h) Domestic Dwelling (Building XXV

This building was at the foot of the eastern slope alongside the main street running north—
south through the settlement and north of Building XX also alongside this street. A fairly
large building, it was 56 ft. (17.1 m.) by 48 ft. (14.6 m.). It consisted of two rooms, the
southern part being 24 ft. (7.3 m.) wide and the northern part 22 ft. (6.7 m.) wide. The
walls were substantially built with mortar. A cobbled roadway leading off the main street
alongside its south wall led to the entrance of the building. It was not possible for the road to
have been made beyond the building because its east wall was built against the high rock face.

The building had a good hard stone floor. Several coins found lying on the floor were of
Constantinian date, but there were also some later coins of Gratian. This building was not
extensively excavated.

(1) Building XXX

This building was a simple rectangular construction similar to the nearby Building XXIV
and other buildings in the settlement. It was built alongside the road which leads to the
south from the valley. The south wall survived to a height of about 7 ft. (2.1 m.), as the
limestone had been cut into to form a platform for the building on the steep hillside. The
north end of the building has been destroyed by the modern road which cuts through the
limestone outcrop. The building was constructed on the site of the north ditches of the
first-century A.p. enclosure. It was 25 ft. (7.6 m.) wide and the surviving side walls were
48 ft. (14.6 m.) long. The building was not completely excavated, but several late fourth-
century coins (Constantius and Gratian) recovered from its floor level suggest that it was
contemporary with the octagonal shrine.

(j) Building XXXI

This building was located alongside the Broadmead Brook a little to the south-east of the
present road bridge over the river. It is orientated on the same axis as the hostel (Building
XII) which is on the opposite side of the present roadway. The building appeared to be
well built with five courses of well-dressed stone on its south-east corner. The building was
25 ft. (7.6 m.) wide and the side walls were traced for 44 ft. (13.4 m.). Traces of a pennant
floor was also found. Unfortunately, due to its position near the riverside cattle drinking
place, it was possible to make only a hurried examination, but this building merits further
investigation. It was probably contemporary with the nearby hostel (Building XII).
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(k) Building XXXIV
This building was just south of Building XXX and alongside the road which ran south
from the settlement. Only the east wall, 72 ft. (21.9 m.) long and parts of its south wall,

16 ft. (4.9 m.) long, survived. The remainder of its walls had been destroyed. The building
was probably contemporary with the nearby Building XXX.

6. THE OCTAGONAL SHRINE: PHASE II (BUILDING VI) (fig. 35)

During the first half of the fourth century A.p. the shrine at Nettleton was rearranged. The
reason for this alteration is not clear, but the structural alterations made at the time suggest
that parts of the temple had become unsafe. A large part of the building was constructed on
the stone platform which had been built out from the hill-side slope alongside the river and
this mass of material was held in position by the substantial outer podium wall. A slight
sinkage, or movement of the stone platform, would be sufficient to threaten the stability of
the eight arches on which the vaulted central structure was built. Any movement in a
northerly direction would especially threaten the piers on the south-east and the radial walls
on the north-east, and it is here that we find alterations made to the building.

The two piers supporting the arcade on the south-east side were dispensed with and
replaced by radial walls connecting with the octagonal wall (pl. XXVIIa). The building
was now better balanced, with eight radial walls instead of six. The opposing radial walls on
the north-west side were also strengthened by rebuilding the southern end of the north radial
wall, and the partition wall which blocked the entrance to the north-west sector was tied in
to the radial wall. This is the only instance in the building where we find a partition wall
built contiguous with the radial wall.

The entrances from the central shrine into the south-west, north-east and south-east
chambers were blocked by the erection, on the sleeper wall, of partition walls across the
arched entrance into each chamber (fig. 35). The partition walls were set back 2 ft. (0.6 m.)
from the ends of the radial walls, and this formed small alcoves or recesses beneath the arches.
The plastered walls within the recesses were painted with a design (fig. 36), and this provided
astriking background to the central shrine (pp. 63—4). Itis possible that the four recesses were
provided with votive altars or that offerings were placed on the walls surrounding the central
altar.

The late fourth-century temple of Nodens at Lydney Park, Gloucestershire, was planned
to incorporate a series of chapels within its periphery, and their possible use is discussed in the
Lydney Report (p. 43). It is therefore clear that subsidiary chapels were an accepted feature
in Romano-British temples in the late fourth century A.p. The recesses formed by blocking
the alternate side chambers at Nettleton may represent an attempt to conform with this
practice of including side chapels, possibly as a miniature Pantheon surrounding the central
shrine.®8 The new arrangement dispensed with the former open sector on the south side, and
effectively blocked access from the central shrine to four of the surrounding chambers.

The partition wall blocking the entrance to the north-east sector had two renderings of
painted plaster (fig. 33). The first, earlier, coat was carried down to the level of the opus
signinum floor and indicates that the partition wall was built prior to the laying of the later
pennant flag-stone floor. The second, later, painted plaster coating was flush with the
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pennant stone floor. The opus signinum floor was dispensed with before A.p. 330, and the new
floor of large, squared slabs of blue pennant limestone, on a slightly higher level, was laid
down in the central area, the eastern hall, the vestibule, and the remaining open chambers of
the shrine (pl. XXIXb and fig. 29).

The later wall, built across the entrance of the west sector when the improvised shrine was
made, was built on the pennant stone floor (pl. XXIIa). This is a clear indication that the
open chambers were paved in this way. There was no evidence of pennant flooring within the
blocked side chambers.

The Enclosed Chambers (fig. 35)

The four partition walls blocked access from the central shrine into the four chambers
enclosed within the radial walls, and there was no apparent means of entry into them from
the ground floor level (pl. XIXa). The interior walls of the blocked chambers were plastered
by one rendering of plaster which sealed the joints of the partition walls with the radial walls,
and it had a simple painted linear decoration, with an imitation marbled dado (pl. XLIIb).
Three of the radial walls survived to a height of 6 ft. (1.8 m.) clear of their foundations, but
there was no indication of an entrance or window and the same applies to the three partition
walls which blocked entry into the central shrine. The outer chamber walls were not more
than 2 ft. 6 in. (0.76 m.) high. It is possible that windows were inserted at a higher level in the
outer octagonal wall. To allow for clearance of the ambulatory pent roof, windows could not
have been more than 3 ft. (0.9 m.) high, but they would not match with the large window in
the south-west sector, which was only 1 ft. 6 in. (0.46 m.) above the ambulatory floor level.

The problem of access into the partitioned chambers at Nettleton remains unanswered.
The painted plaster walls in the chambers suggest that they were intended to be seen. But it
would seem that the full complement of surrounding cells was no longer required, and only
the alternate chambers were retained.

The octagonal temple at Herbord, near Sanxay, Vienne, was built with only four alternate
chambers surrounding the central octagonal shrine.#® It is evident that the chambers, which
had previously presumably been used by pilgrims (see pp. 104-5), were blocked to conform to
the changing requirements at that time and they ceased to be a functional part of the building.

The closing of the alternate chambers had the effect of making the internal functional part
of the building cruciform in plan, with an eastern entrance. It is difficult to ascertain if the
resulting cruciform plan was a coincidental result of the alterations, or whether it was
deliberately planned to bring it into line with the accepted plan of a Christian church.% In
its altered form the interior functional part of the building was similar in plan to the fourth-
century so-called tomb of Galla Placidia at Ravenna.

At some time following the repaving of the central shrine with pennant stone slabs, the
recessed walls blocking the chambers were re-plastered and painted with a striking geo-
metrical design (pl. XLIIa, 5). The painted plaster on the west and north partition walls
survived sufficiently to enable its design to be recovered. The same design was repeated on
both blocking walls, and extended to the projecting ends of the radial walls. Painted in
several colours the design consisted of a pair of ‘St. Andrew’ crosses in an upright position
(fig. 36). The crosses were painted in Neapolitan red with a large central roundel; the arms
of the cross terminated at the corners with green chevrons, and the intervening triangular
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Fig. 36. Octagonal temple (Phases III-IV): painted wall-plaster on
north and west partition walls in central shrine

spaces forming the background were also executed in green. Each cross was framed in a
panel 2 ft. 3 in. (0.69 m.) wide, with a border of black, red, and white stripes. A band of
black 6 in. (15.2 cm.) wide separated the two empanelled crosses on each partition wall. The
design was enclosed at the top, sides, and bottom with a dado 1 ft. 8 in. (0.51 m.) wide,
painted with a dark red background bearing splashes of white, light red, and purple to
simulate marble. The projecting ends of the radial walls had a matching panelled design
with a green background. The north-east, and south-east partition walls had the same or a
similar design. The surviving fragments of painted plaster recovered alongside the walls
suggested a similar design.

A possible explanation for the cruciform plan and the changed painted design is discussed
on pp. 104-5 of this report.

7. LARGE PITS EAST OF THE SHRINE

The roadway near the eastern entrance to the shrine widens and forks to the north.
Opposite this junction and 54 ft. (51.2 m.) east of the entrance to the shrine a large pit was
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found cut into the limestone (fig. 16). The top of this pit was only 1 ft. (0.3 m.) from the present
surface. In diameter it was 16 ft. (4.9 m.) north-south, 8ft. (2.4 m.) east-west, and was
6 ft. g in. (1.88 m.) in depth. Its northern edge impinged on the south kerb of the roadway,
and stones from the roadside kerb had fallen into the pit during the process of silting up. The
pit filling consisted throughout of yellow silt, which was sterile. Apart from a few large
stones around the rim there was no evidence of any superstructure around the pit. The silt
filling was water-laid and was evidently the result of storm water washed down over a period
of time from the cobbled surface on the higher ground to the west. This silt must have been
deposited before the metalled area became covered with turf, but prior to the black layer
which covered the nearby road and sealed the pit during the last decade of the fourth century
A.D.

A second and larger pit to the south-west was 18 ft. (5.5 m.) in diameter north-south and
13 ft. 6 in. (4.06 m.) east-west. The filling of this pit was identical with that of the first pit,
and it is clear that both pits were made at the same time and for the same purpose and
became silted up during the same period of time. It was not possible to excavate fully the
second pit, but testing with an iron bar indicated that it was more than 6 ft. (1.8 m.) in
depth and that the silty filling was continuing at that depth. The filling of both pits indicates
that they cannot be rubbish pits which are a common feature on Romano-British sites.
Their position near the main eastern approach to the shrine suggests that they were made for
a specific purpose in connection with the shrine.

Similar pits found outside buildings at Caerwent, Colchester and Lancing are thought to
have been connected with some ritual purpose. The tholos or ‘snake pit’ at Epidauros placed
near and within the precinct of the temple of Asclepius springs to mind. Asclepius, the god of
healing, was the son of Apollo. Another site with a similar feature was the sanctuary of Apollo
at Curium on the island of Cyprus where a votive pit was placed at the end of the street
facing the entrance to the sanctuary of Apollo. It was at Curium that the cult of Apollo
began in the eighth century B.c., and it continued to the fourth century A.p. Ritual pits are
also found in many instances in association with the small Celtic temples which are found
inside the rectangular enclosures or Viereckschinze in Bavaria. Evidence of human blood and
a central pole placed in the base of the pit are features discovered in certain of the pits.

The pits at Nettleton, placed in a similar position to those at Epidauros and Gurium,
could have served a similar purpose, but the practice could equally well have been intro-
duced into Britain in pre-Roman times.

An interesting feature is that both pits are on the same radius of go ft. (27.4 m.) from the
centre point of the circular shrine. A search was made for other pits to the west on the same
radius, but there were none. Any evidence on the east and north-east side of the shrine would
be obliterated by Building IX and the river.

8. THE SETTLEMENT AFTER A.p. 330

Before about A.D. 330 the main roadway from the Fosse Way to the octagonal shrine, by
way of the guesthouse, had been well maintained. This is evident from the good state of its
cobbled surface, stone kerbs and road-side walls. Soon after A.p. 330, however, the roadway
fell into disuse and debris was deposited on it by the inhabitants. A number of Constantinian



66 THE SHRINE OF APOLLO AT NETTLETON, WILTS

and other later coins were found in this debris, and Dr. Reece has assigned a terminal date
of A.p. 392 to them. This indicates in a striking fashion the decline of interest in the pagan
shrine that took place at that time.

No further additions were made to the guest-house after A.p. 330 and, from this and other
evidence concerning the shrine given below, it is evident that the pagan cult at Nettleton
reached its zenith during the early years of the fourth century A.p. The only building activity
at this time appears to have been designed to make provision for the increasing industrial
activity that developed following the decline of the shrine of Apollo, and the consequent fall
in the number of visitors. ,

The inclusion of architectural features from the octagonal temple in the later floor of the
nearby rectangular building (No. VII) is an indication that the temple had ceased to be
used and that interest in its maintenance had ceased. Several blocks of the heavy cornice
from the temple’s outer wall were incorporated in this floor to raise it above flood level at

Feet

3’ Metres

Fig. 37. Building XIII: section of cellar fill with two fire
destruction levels

Key: 1, occupation earth (coins of Valentinian)
2, stones and mortar
3, stone tiles
4, fire ash on floor
5, second mortared floor
6, brown earth (Constantinian coins)
7, fire ash on first mortared floor

some time after A.p. 317 and this is a clear indication that the temple had fallen into a state
of disrepair within a few years of that date. A number of architectural features (pl. XVIII),
probably from the temple and its precincts, were also found in the southern part of the nearby
Building IX (see pp. 27-30). This decline may be ascribed to the expansion of the Christian
faith in Britain during and after the Constantinian period. This must have been a period of
uncertainty and disruption, accentuated by a growing awareness of the danger of a sudden
attack. The western coasts of Britain, and especially the Bristol Channel region, were
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becoming at this time particularly prone to attacks by raiders, probably from Ireland, and
this kindled a sense of unease and a desire to defend what had been achieved.

The domestic part of the settlement has produced ample evidence that at least one con-
siderable conflagration took place. During the excavation of a cellar in Building XIII in the
eastern part of the domestic quarters, collapsed burnt roof-timbers, together with a mass of
Cotswold stone tiles, were found lying above a thick charred layer on the cellar floor (fig. 37)
which produced coins of the late Constantinian period. This building was rebuilt after the
fire and a later floor was made above the cellar level. The later floor level produced coins of
Constantinian date and of Valentinian, and like its forerunner the later building was also
destroyed by fire. So the settlement suffered at least two devastating fires during the last
two decades of the first half of the fourth century A.p. and there is clear evidence that several
of the buildings were adopted for use contrary to their original purpose. The shrine is an
outstanding example. It was now altered and adapted for use as a domestic homestead (fig. 43).

The seven river-bed piers which supported the northern extension of Building VII were
all demolished about this time to a uniform height of 2 ft. g in. (0.84 m.). This was done to
allow for the construction of a metalled floor over the old river-bed which, together with the
stone piers, was buried below the new metalled surface. A coin of Maximianus (A.D. 295-305)
was found sealed below the metalled surface (fig. 3), which itself had a thick deposit of
water-laid gravel and sand on it.

The guest-house (No. XII) and Building XIII on the opposite side of the courtyard
continued in use.

9. INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY DURING THE FOURTH CENTURY a.p.

A southward extension to the settlement was made after A.D. 330 up the minor Wick valley,
as far as a small limiting earth bank which was constructed across the slopes with a staggered
entrance in the valley (fig. 2) (see pp. 94-5)-

Building XVIII, described below, was apparently built to serve as a guard-house just
within this entrance on its west side (fig. 2). An additional defensive dry-stone wall was also
built to block access to the settlement by way of the space between Building XVII and the
high west bank (fig. 19), made necessary by the removal of the revetting wall between
Buildings XVI and XVII.

The reason that prompted the late southern extension and the consequent alterations to
several buildings during this phase was largely economic. The inhabitants, deprived of their
chief source of livelihood by the failing interest in the shrine, were compelled to look for
alternative sources to sustain their economy. In the buildings adapted for use in connection
with the increasing industrial activity in the fourth century we find that a number of hearths
and furnaces were included. The additions were built with ridge-stones, tiles, etc., from the
former buildings, and in one instance an inscribed stone altar (pl. XXXV¢) had been pro-
faned to build the furnace in Building XVIII (see p. 136). Building XXI was used to
house a pewter-making industry (pp. 68—74), Building XIII was used for bronze-smelting
(pp- 74-5) and Buildings XVI and XXVT for iron-smelting (fig. 97(28, 29)) (p- 75)-

During the course of excavations conducted by the writer on the Romano-British site at
Camerton, near Bath, which is also on the Fosse Way seven miles (11 km.) south of Bath,
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evidence of a pewter-making industry was found in the north-east corner of the settlement.
The evidence included three furnaces, with portions of four stone moulds fashioned in local
stone. The stone moulds were found lying around the immediate vicinity of one furnace.
There was also evidence of pewter-slag and a nearby coal dump, proving that coal was used
in the furnace.®! This was the first known occasion that pewter was made in Roman Britain
during the fourth century A.p.

There is a second suspected site at Lansdown, near Bath, in the Romano-British settlement
excavated by the Bath Field Club in 1905-8.52 Several stone moulds found on this site are
now in the Roman Baths Museum at Bath, a number of them similar to the Camerton
examples, but the smaller Lansdown moulds appear to have been made for bronze rather
than for pewter.

(a) The Pewter-casting Industry (Building XXI)

During our work in the south-east part of the Nettleton Scrubb settlement a rectangular
building with substantial walls was found (No. XX; see p. 59). It appears to have been built
during the phase of building activity a.p. 230-50, and was originally a domestic dwelling.
But after A.p. 340 it, like several others, ceased to be used wholly for domestic purposes and
its northern part was destroyed, whilst the southern part was adapted for industrial purposes.
The substantial south wall was used to form the back wall for a shed, and a lightly built wall
with no mortar was constructed to the north of and parallel with the south wall to form a
partially open-fronted shed, 13 ft. (4.0 m.) wide, with a lean-to roof facing on to the former
northern part of Building XX which was used as an open yard. An extension 12 ft. (3.7 m.)
wide was made to the east of the former building to make provision for a furnace constructed
of limestone. This had been extensively used and the walls of the flue, orientated north—south,
had been subjected to intense heat. The floor of the furnace-chamber at its north end was
discoloured red by heat. Scattered on the floor, surrounding the furnace, portions of five
different stone moulds were found (pls. XXX VIII, XXXIX). They are similar to the Camer-
ton stone moulds, but they vary in pattern and size from both the Camerton and Lansdown
examples. All but one of the moulds are broken and they appear to have been subject to
rough usage since they were discarded. It is likely that they may have lain exposed around
the disused furnace for some time before they became buried below the debris from the
derelict buildings.

The late fourth-century soil layers in the southern part of the settlement at Nettleton are
noticeably much blacker than those in other parts of the settlement. This was due to in-
dustrial activity and an increasing use of coal in the fourth century A.D. A similar occurrrence
of unusually black layers in the Constantinian and later periods was also noticed in the
Romano-British settlement at Camerton, Somerset.

Stone Moulds for Pewter Castings (pls. XXXVIII, XXXIX, fig. 38)

Mould No. 1 (pl. XXXVIIIa)

This mould is fashioned from a block of oolite limestone, 1 ft. 8% in. (0.51 m.) in length,
6% in. (16 cm.) in breadth and 3} in. (8.8 cm.) in width. The corners of the mould are slightly
rounded. On its lower side there is a slight hollow at approximately the centre of its length
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on either side, about 4 in. (10.1 cm.) wide and at its greatest depth % in. (8 mm.). A similar
hollow on mould No. 2, which is the upper or male member of the two moulds in the same
position, is likely to be for strapping or binding to ensure non-slipping and a tight fitting for
the opposing moulds during the pouring operation. Mould No. 1 on its upper face has a
groove 1} in. (3.8 cm.) from the edge of the stone throughout its length. The depth of this
groove is } in. (13 mm.) on its outer edge and } in. (6 mm.) on its inner edge. Parallel with
this groove there is a flat ledge 2 in. (5.1 cm.) in width, recessed } in. (6 mm.) below the
surface of the mould on its outer edge. The groove on the mould is open at one end of the
stone, but at the other, there is a slight blocking ridge } in. (6 mm.) wide.

2 Feet : Nos.182 2 , 1 Foot
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Fig. 38. Stone pewter moulds from furnace in Building XXI

It is likely that the pouring operation was made with the two moulds standing together in
an upright position, with the open end of the groove uppermost. The blocking at the lower
end would prevent the molten metal from running out of the mould.

Mould No. 2 (pl. XXXVIIIb)
This mould is of the same dimensions as No. 1, but it has a smooth face with no features.
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Moulds 1 and 2 are the male and female members of a mould used to cast thin strips of
metal about 1 ft. 8 in. (0.51 m.) in length and with a single V-shaped ridge. It is likely that the
pewter strips formed a component of the larger dishes or other similar vessels cast at Nettle-
ton. It is known that skillet and flagon handles were cast as separate components, and the
foot rings for large dishes could be cast separately, the foot ring being annealed after the body
of the dish had been cast. A strip 1 ft. 8 in. (0.51 m.) long would form a foot-ring base 6 in.
(15.2 cm.) in diameter. But it is also possible that the strips were used to form the sides of
panels or for some similar purpose.

Mould No. 3 (pl. XXXVIIIc)

This was about half of a circular mould, used to cast a very shallow plate about 7% in.
(20 cm.) in diameter, with a foot ring base 5} in. (13 cm.) in diameter. The mould is made of
oolitic limestone and is 1 ft. 2 in. (0.3 m.) in diameter. It is 2} in. (5.6 cm.) thick on its outer
edge, and 2 in. (5.1 cm.) in the centre, and the edges are slightly rounded. There is a grooved
circle 5 in. (12.7 cm.) in diameter and } in. (6 mm.) in depth, but the groove is slightly more
pronounced on its inner edge. Outside the circular groove there is a slightly concave circle
1} in. (3.1 cm.) wide. Beyond this the outer edge of the stone is quite rough and is not part
of the mould.

Mould No. 4 (pl. XXXIXa)

This is about half of a circular mould, made from oolitic limestone. The mould was 12 in.
(30 cm.) in diameter and its thickness in the centre was 2 in. (5.1 cm.) and 27 in. (5.1 cm.)
on its outer edge. There are two grooved circles on this mould. The inner groove is 5} in.
(13.3 cm.) in diameter and } in. (6 mm.) in depth. The outer groove, which is 8 in. (20.3
cm.) in diameter and } in. (6 mm.) in depth on its inner side, has a much sharper cut on its
outer edge which is } in. (8 mm.) in depth. The space between the two ridges is about 1 in.
(2.5 cm.) wide and it has a slight downward slope towards the centre. There is a flat zone
% in. (12 mm.) wide surrounding the outer groove. The outer edge of the mould beyond this
zone is quite rough. This would produce a shallow plate 9} in. (23.4 cm.) in diameter with
two foot rings. The inner ring would be 5% in. (12.9 cm.) in diameter and the outer 7% in.
(18 cm.) in diameter.

Mould No. 5 (pl. XXXIXb)

This is about a quarter of a large mould, circular, and 16 in. (41 cm.) in diameter. In the
centre the mould is 2 in. (5.1 cm.) in thickness, but on its outer rim it is 2§ in. (7 cm.) thick.
The mould has two circular grooves: the inner is 7 in. (17.8 cm.) in diameter and } in.
(6 mm.) in depth, and the outer groove 11 in. (27.9 cm.) in diameter, } in. (6 mm.) in depth
on its inner side and § in. (10 mm.) on its outer edge, which is much sharper than its inner
edge. There is a flat zone 1§ in. (4.4 cm.) in width and slightly raised above the level of the
inner zone. Beyond the outer groove there is a flat zone § in. (19 mm.) wide and } in. (3 mm.)
higher than the intermediate zone. On the outer rim of the mould there is a rounded curb,
and this is 1 in. (2.5 cm.) higher than the central part of the mould. This mould is also made
from oolitic limestone. It would cast a circular dish or tray 144 in. (35.6 cm.) in diameter.
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Mould No. 6 (pl. XXXIXc, d)

About one-half of this mould was recovered and it is fashioned in the finer-grained white
lias oolitic limestone. The white lias lends itself to much finer work than is possible on the
coarser limestone. This mould differs in type from Nos. 1—5. The base of the mould, which is
quite rough, is 6 in. (15.2 cm.), in diameter, but at the top it is 5 in. (12.7 cm.). The outer
part is 43 in. (10.2 cm.) thick, but in the centre it is 3¢ in. (7.9 cm.). The lower 2} in (5.1 cm.)
is rough, but above this the mould has been shaped with sloping sides, and around this
shaped upper part there is a band of iron-staining on the stone, indicating that there was an
iron clamping band around the mould £ in. (19 mm.) in width. There is a small central hole
in the mould basin 4 in. (1.5 mm.) in diameter and a circular groove 1} in. (3.1 cm.) in
diameter. This groove is % in. (5 mm.) in depth. The sides of the mould rise in a graceful
curve outside this groove, forming a small basin, the top of which is 15 in. (2.6 cm.) above
the base. At the top of this sloping side, which is 3% in. (7.9 cm.) in diameter, there is a flat
ridge % in. (6 mm.) wide with rounded edges and } in. (3 mm.) in depth. On the surface of
the ridge the mould is fashioned to give a series of eight decorative loops which form the rim.
Beyond this there is a flat zone } in. (13 mm.) wide, bounded by a circular groove 43 in.
(10.2 cm.) in diameter. This groove is 75 in. (1.5 mm.) in depth and is the outer edge of the
mould. Outside this small groove there is a rough outer zone 15 in. (8 mm.) wide. There is a
circular hole % in. (6 mm.) in diameter and } in. (6 mm.) in depth cut into the mould on the
line of the small outer groove. This is not part of the mould design, but is likely to be a locking
plug hole to keep the male and female moulds in their correct position during the pouring
operation. At the point where the mould is broken there is an indication of a cut across the
upper surface of the mould. This is possibly a recess made to receive a flat handle for the
skillet or pan, which would be cast as a separate component. The mould for a handle for this
type of pan or skillet was found incorporated in a similar mould at the Camerton Romano-
British settlement.?® The Nettleton mould would produce a small circular bowl or pan
4} in. (10.2 cm.) in diameter, with a decorated rim § in. (16 mm.) in width, a small circular
bowl 3} in. (7.9 cm.) in diameter and a foot ring 1§ in. (3.5 cm.) in diameter.

Other Possible Moulds

During the course of excavation in the small Wick Valley, especially in the vicinity of
Buildings XVIII and XXI, a number of pieces of cut stone were found in the fourth-century
levels (fig. 39). The pieces are fragmentary, which makes it difficult to determine their
purpose. But they are undoubtedly parts of octagonal, square and round stone objects with
either circular or oval interiors. In view of the fact that most of them were found in the near
vicinity of, and in levels contemporary with, the pewter moulds, it is likely that they are parts
of discarded moulds or that they were used for some purpose in connection with the pewter-
casting activity in the settlement.

1. From Building XVIII

Fragment of an octagonal object with a circular interior. Its overall diameter is 74 in.
(17.9 cm.), and the circular interior 43 in. (10.3 cm.). It is 23 in. (6.2 cm.) thick and the
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Fig. 39. Possible pewter moulds

inner sides are rounded. On the outer side it is well finished with an incised St. Andrew cross
on each angle of the octagon.

2. From a fourth-century level near Building XXI

Fragment of an octagonal stone similar to No. 1 with a circular interior. It is 6} in.
(15.3 cm.) in diameter, the circular interior 4 in. (10.16 cm.), 2 in. (5.1 cm.) thick with
straight outside edges, and the inside rounded.

3. From a fourth-century level in the Wick Valley

The larger part of an octagonal stone with a circular interior. It is 7 in (17.8 cm.) in
diameter and the interior 4 in (10.16 cm.). The sides are 3} in. (7.7 cm.) thick with straight
outer sides, but the corners are worn and the inside rounded.

4. From a fourth-century level near Building XXI

Part of an oblong stone with an oval interior. It is about 8 in. (20.3 cm.) in diameter, the
oval interior is 5 in. (12.7 cm.) in diameter on the surviving fragment, but it is likely to have
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been larger on its opposite axis to complete its oval interior. It is 3} in. (8.2 cm.) thick. The
outer edges are straight with rounded corners and the inside rounded. The upper outer edges
are bevelled.

5. From a fourth-century level in the Wick Valley

A circular stone g in. (22.9 cm.) in diameter and an internal diameter of 4} in. (11.5 cm.).
The inner and outer sides are straight with rounded edges and are about 3 in. (7.6 cm.) in
height. There are two small notches cut on the outer edge and there were probably four in
all, opposite each other.

6. From a fourth-century level north of Building XVIII

A circular ring-shaped stone about 8 in. (20.3 cm.) in diameter and 4 in. (10.1 cm.) in-
side. It is flat on its base with low straight walls bevelled inside and outside.

9. From Building XVIII

A circular ring 7 in. (17.8 cm.) diameter outside and 3% in. (8.9 cm.) inside. The circular
section is 1% in. (2.6 cm.) in diameter.

8. From a late level near the shrine

A circular ring, flat in section. Outside diameter 5 in. (12.7 cm.), inside g in. (7.6 cm.), and
1 in. (2.5 cm.) thick. The sides and bottom are flat but the top is slightly rounded.

9. From a late level near Building XXI

Fragment of a circular ring similar to No. 7. The round section is 1} in. (3.6 cm.) thick.
The ring is about 8 in. (20.3 cm.) outside diameter and 4} in. (10.7 cm.) inside.

10. From Building XVIII

Fragment of a probable circular stone ring about g in. (22.9 cm.) outside diameter and
7 in. (17.8 cm.) inside. The straight sides are 2} in. (6.2 cm.) high and 1} in. (0.1 cm.) thick.

11. From Building XVIII

Fragment of a square or oblong stone with rounded convex corners. It is about 6 in.
(15.2 cm.) in diameter and the oval interior about 3 in. (7.6 cm.) across, but on its longer
axis the oval would be about 4 in. (10.1 cm.) across and the outside 7 in. (17.8 cm.). The
sides are about 1} in. (3.4 cm.) high.

12. From a late level near Building IX

Corner piece of what was probably a square stone with rounded corners and sides 2} in.
(5.6 cm.) high, with the inner side rounded.

13. From Building XVIII
Fragment of a corner of a large square or oblong stone. The outer corner is rounded. The
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straight sides are 2 in. (5.1 cm.) high and the interior has a sharply sloping side. The flat
base is 2 in. (5.1 cm.) wide.

14. From Building XVIII

‘The corner of a large square or oblong stone with straight outer sides and slightly rounded
corners. The sides are 2 in. (5.1 cm.) high and the base 1} in. (3.8 cm.) wide. Its upper edge
is rounded with a bevelled sloping inner side.

15. From a late fourth-century level in the Wick Valley

Corner of a straight-sided square or oblong stone. The corner was square. The sides 13 in.
(4.4 cm.) high and 1 in. (2.5 cm.) thick with a flat base. Its inner side has a rounded corner.

16. From a late fourth-century level near Building XXI

Fragment of a squared outer corner similar to No. 15. Straight sides and a rounded inner
edge. The sides are 1% in. (3.4 cm.) high.

(b) Bronze Smelting (Building XIII)

Evidence of bronze-smelting was found at Nettleton Scrubb. Three crucible fragments
were recovered from a cutting on the site of Building XIII, from a late fourth-century level
which, from the evidence of unusually black soil, fragments of coal, and evidence of fire,
must have been a smelting floor. The three fragments have been examined by Professor
R. F. Tylcote, who has identified three different types of crucible used at Nettleton:

I. An integral-lidded type.
2. A small triangular type.
3. A round or spherical type.

The present fragments are double-walled and appear to be the integral-lidded type of
diameter of not more than 1—2 in. (2.5-5.1 cm.). There is no doubt that the crucibles were
used for melting copper-based alloys. One piece of crucible, § in. (10 mm.) thick, has frag-
ments of green and red slag adhering to its side. Several fragments of coloured glass and
bronze slag were also found on the same site, and this suggests that enamel or glass working
may also have formed part of this industry, but more extensive excavation is required on the
site to determine this interesting feature of the Nettleton settlement positively. The industry
appears to be contemporary with the late fourth-century A.n. pewter industry on the site
(see pp. 68-71).

In addition to the specimens found in Building XIII two other crucibles were noted :

A. A small fragment found in the yellow silt filling of the first-century A.p. enclosure
ditch.

B. A small crucible 14 in. (3.8 cm.) long. It was shaped like the bowl of a clay tobacco
pipe, and it had a small flat side projection, presumably for picking it up with the iron
tongs from the fire. The top open end was § in. (13 mm.) in diameter and the base was
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Fig. 40. Crucible from late fourth-century floor level in Building XVIII (scale %)

the same. The sides were % in. (5 mm.) thick and the bowl was £ in. (19 mm.) in
depth. It was made from a coarse gritty clay (fig. 40).
From the late fourth-century floor level in Building XVIII.

(c) Iron Foundry and Smelting (Buildings XVI and XXVI)

The large amount of iron slag, together with a large lump of wrought iron (see p. 229),
several iron objects found in the later floor levels associated with Buildings XVI and XXVI
and the two furnaces found in Building XXVT suggest that a small iron-smelting industry
was established during the latter half of the fourth century A.p. within the settlement.
The iron objects found on the latest floor level indicate that iron tools and other implements
were fashioned on the site (fig. 97(28, 29)) but the production was likely to have been only
sufficient to supply the immediate requirements of the settlement, and was ancillary to the
pewter industry established in Building XXI on the opposite side of the street.

(d) The Cemetery Chapel (Building XXIII)

This small but well-constructed building (fig. 41) was built towards the south-east corner
of the settlement. At this point the slope becomes gentler because of the beds of oolite rock
which outcrop at this point and are capped with a layer of blue-green clay.

The lower, west, part of the building was 15 ft. (4.6 m.) square, and the oolite and clay
outcrop was cut back to accommodate the building. Consequently its east wall was
built against the rock face, and its north and south walls were partially built likewise
(pl. XXXVIIb). Only its west wall was freestanding. The walls were 1 ft. 9 in. (0.53 m.)
wide with brown mortar and the corners finished with nicely squared blocks of limestone.
On the north-west corner of the building a doorstep had been cut in the limestone with a
slight ridge on its outer edge; a centrally placed hole for a door stop indicated a double
doorway (pl. XXXVIIa). The walls survived to a height of about 1 ft. 6 in. (0.46 m.). The floor
consisted of large blocks of limestone placed on the rock. .

Along the inner side of the west wall there was a small platform built up with stones and
sand, 2 ft. (0.6 m.) wide and about 4-6 in. (10.1-15.2 cm.) high. On the surface of the sandy
platform there was a series of black circles containing burnt material (pl. XXXVIIc).
Three of the surviving circles were 1 ft. 4 in. (0.41 m.) in diameter, and a larger central one,
2 ft. (0.6 m.) in diameter, was surrounded by a stone kerb. The black filling of the smaller
circles was g—4 in. (7.6-10.1 cm.) deep in saucer-like depressions formed with the local clay. A
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Fig. 41. Building XXIII: plan and section

small bronze pin and pottery sherds were found in the second circle from the south. The
filling of the fourth and largest circle differed from the others as it was sandy. The circles
towards the north-east doorway had been largely destroyed, but the remaining space along-
side the west wall allowed for a further three circles, making seven in all, with the larger circle
in a central position.

On the higher level to the east the building extended to include a second room as large
as the lower compartment. It seems likely that the lower room was built to serve as a separate
cellar and it had a second storey above on the same floor level as the eastern extension. The
filling within the lower compartment consisted of a mass of building stone and mortar from
the building, including a large piece of a stone door threshold, probably from the upper
extension. Below this debris a thin layer of burnt material contained some fragments of
coarse pottery.

The position of this building, outside the settlement, but within the area of the earlier
first-century enclosure on the east side of the Wick Valley, suggests that it was not likely to
have been a normal dwelling house. The building was set on an east to west axis. Access to
the lower, western part of the building was by way of a cobbled pathway made on the
sloping hillside, and this pathway had a stone-built revetment along its east side. The path-
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way provided direct access to the late fourth-century cemetery, and the building was in fact
the southern limit of the cemetery.

This raises the question as to the purpose of this building. Its close proximity to the
cemetery suggests some connection, and it may well be that it was a cemetery chapel. If this
was so it offers an explanation for the series of black circles on the small platform within the
cellar-like western part of the building. A well-established Roman pagan practice was the
placing of food offerings for the dead in proximity to their graves; in fact in first-century
graves a pipe-funnel arrangement was often made in the grave, and this was used to pour
liquid libations down into the grave. However, this practice was later modified and food
offerings were placed within the vicinity of the cemetery. Despite the introduction of Chris-
tianity in the fourth century A.D. this custom is known to have persisted. St. Ambrose is
recorded as having to chastise St. Monica, the mother of St. Augustine, for persisting in the
pagan custom of offering food to the dead.?* The black circles may well be the organic
remains of such offerings to the dead.

Two similar buildings, also with walls 15 ft. (4.6 m.) long in each case, have been excavated
in the late Roman cemetery at Poundbury, Dorset. The two buildings are thought to be
mausolea, and one has produced a quantity of painted plaster with three human figures
dressed in robes, each holding a rod or staff in the right hand. The large cemetery is also
thought to be of the late fourth century A.p. and probably Christian.?3

There are, however, two other possible explanations for the black circles at Nettleton. The
building lies close to the Fosse Way, and the building could have been a small shop where
drink and food was served. The blackened circles could be the lower part of a bench which
had a series of circular holes on the upper part that held detachable pots or pans. A small
fire under the suspended pan would maintain a constant supply of hot drinks for the traveller.
The construction would be similar to a Victorian kitchen boiler, or the thermopolium, a
popular feature in the streets of Roman Pompeii and Ostia. It has also been suggested that
the black circles might represent the decayed remains of a row of small wooden barrels, with
wooden hoops, which held wine in the cellar. The close proximity of the cemetery, however,
makes it an unlikely position for a shop or a wine cellar. The pathway leading directly to the
adjoining cemetery suggests a connection and a cemetery chapel is more likely to have been
its purpose.

(€) Building XXVII (fig. 42)

This building was outside the south-western limit of the settlement. Only the wall founda-
tions were found, and therefore no part of its floor level survived. Most of the material found
in and around the building was consequently of an earlier date than the building itself, which
was built over the silted-up western ditches of the enclosure. It was constructed on an east—
west axis, and a large apse occupied the whole of its western end (pl. XLVI15). The close
proximity of the modern road made it difficult to determine definitely the arrangement of
its east end, but it seems to have terminated within a few feet of the present road. A second
apse at its east end did not extend to the full width of the building, and is likely to be a later
construction.

The building was 53 ft. (16.2 m.) long and 25 ft. (7.6 m.) wide, and the walls varied in
width from 1 ft. 9 in. (0.53 m.) to 2 ft. 3 in. (0.69 m.). On a lower level, there were two

7
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Fig. 42. Building XXVII: plan and section

annexes. The east annexe was 16 ft. 6 in. (4.96 m.) long, 8 ft. 6 in. (2.56 m.) wide, and had a
doorway in its west wall against the north wall of the building. The west annexe was of the
same width, but was 18 ft. long (5.5 m.), and there was an additional wall foundation built
against the north wall of the main building (pl. XLVIa). Traces of an opus signinum floor were
found in this annexe. Access to the annexe was by way of a stone step set against the north
wall between the two annexes. This small space, 6 ft. 6 in. (1.95 m.) wide, was apparently
used as a porch and was the main entrance into the building. A large amount of Samian ware
and two bronze fibulae were found below the floor level between the two annexes.

Within the interior of the main building and towards its apsidal west end the stone-built
channels of an elaborate heating system were found. The channels were not centrally placed
within the building: the north channel extension abutted on to the north wall, but there was
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a space 4 ft. (1.2 m.) wide between the south wall and the south channel extension (pl.
XLVIb).

The system consisted of two parallel east-west stone-lined channels, 2 ft. (0.6 m.) wide and
the same in depth. The two channels were 10 ft. 6 in. (3.15 m.) long, and at their east end
they connected with a cross-channel 1 ft. 9 in. (0.53 m.) wider than the side channels. At
the west end the two side channels joined a second cross-channel 1 ft. 6 in. (0.46 m.) wide,
and the same depth, but this cross-channel extended beyond the north and south side
channels on each side for 2 ft. (0.6 m.), and they terminated with round sloping ends. At the
rounded ends of the western channel there must have been a chimney for the exit of smoke
from the fires. The sides of the north and south channels had considerable evidence of
burning at their east ends where they connected with the wider east cross-channel. The four
channels enclosed an island 10 ft. 6 in. (3.16 m.) long by 6 ft. (1.8 m.) wide. The wider east
channel showed little evidence of burning but appears to have been used as a standing bay
or stoke-hole for the fires which were placed in the two side channels. The resulting heat from
the side channel fires circulated to the western cross-channel, but the blocking wall placed
across the western cross-channel prevented a complete circulation, which would otherwise
have caused a ‘blow back’ with the consequent risk of injury or fire in the stoke-hole.

In the absence of any evidence of the floor levels within the building it is difficult to
determine if the heating system was used for heating the building or if it was utilized for some
industrial purpose, but no evidence of slag or metal-working was found in or around the
channels, and there was no evidence of collapsed flooring within the filling of the channels.

Apart from a coin of Magnentius (A.D. 350-3) in mint condition, found alongside the
south wall of the building (see p. 143), and a small bead in the western apse foundation, no
contemporary evidence was forthcoming. But the building was certainly later than the
latest filling in the enclosure which dated from the first half of the second century A.p. If the
coin of Magnentius is taken into consideration, together with the nearby Building XXII, it
is more likely to have been a fourth-century A.D. construction.

10. THE OCTAGONAL SHRINE AFTER a.p. 360: THE IMPROVISED
SHRINE OF THE PAGAN REVIVAL (fig. 43)

During the excavation of the central area of the octagonal shrine it was found that the
floor levels in the northern part differed from those encountered in the southern part. The
filling covering the floor levels in the north part consisted of a mass of collapsed vaulting and
walls, and it was evident that this had remained untouched in that position since it had
fallen over the floor and sealed the singular finds which were found only in this enclosed
part of the former central area. It soon became evident from the arrangement of re-used
pillars and the votive offerings found on the floor in this enclosed part of the former central
shrine that the area had been utilized as an improvised shrine for the practice of pagan
rites (pl. XX1I5).

A wall, with a doorway, constructed primarily with voussoirs from the collapsed arches of
the central shrine, was built across the space that had formerly provided access to the open
west sector. The doorway on its west side was the only means of entry into the improvised
shrine (pl. XXIIg). This wall was built over the blue pennant floor that was laid down
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before A.p. 330. A second wall to the south was constructed obliquely across the former
central area of the shrine (fig. 29), with its east end built partially upon the remains of the
north-east radial wall, and is a clear indication that the building was already by that time
in a ruinous condition. This wall enclosed about one-third of the former central shrine.

Four column bases from the derelict temple were re-used to form a crude background
against the oblique wall of the small enclosure (pl. XXXTIa) (see pp. 188—90). The smaller type
of column used was the upper part of one of the columns that had formerly supported the
ambulatory roof on the surrounding verandah. This re-used column had been roughly
cut at the point where it had broken, to form a cup-like hollow or piscina in the column
shaft. A coin of Valentinian (a.n. 364~78) was found lying in the bottom of this small
hollow. The column lay over the same spot as the circular polished stone that was found
in the cobbled floor of the circular temple at a lower level. This may be coincidental, but
it is worthy of mention. It is possible that the broken column had been utilised as a make-
shift altar within the small improvised shrine.

The position of the four re-used columns arranged as a background to the improvised
shrine is of some interest. Three of the columns bases were of considerable weight, and it is not
likely that they would have been put in the position in which they were found unless they
were required for some specific purpose in connection with the hastily arranged shrine. We
can but guess, but it seems possible that they were used as a substitute for the altars arranged
in a similar way in the former pagan temples and they may have had painted inscriptions or
have served as a base for pieces of statuary recovered from the ruinous former shrine. A large
rectangular slab of dressed limestone was found immediately in front of the arrangement of
re-used column bases. A large capital, also wheel-turned, was found in a jammed position
across the late northern doorway into the small shrine (pl. XX1I5). An attempt had evidently
been made to remove this capital from the small enclosure, but its weight and bulk proved
too much for the would-be removers in the restricted space of the doorway, and it was left
jammed across the doorway.

The small and apparently hastily arranged shrine within the confines of the derelict
building provides striking evidence of a last effort to maintain pagan worship within the
shrine before the building was converted to secular use. The shrine floor was littered with
objects, including a number of coins that represent the greater part of the period covered by
the development of the settlement. Coins of Claudius I (a.D. 43-54), Domitian, Hadrian,
Faustina II, Geta, Severus Alexander, Philip I, Postumus and Tetricus I (A.p. 270-3), were
found in association with various objects described on pp. 143—50 of this report. It was noticed
that most of the earlier coins were much worn suggesting that they were re-used as votive
offerings at the temporary shrine. The use of this part of the building was apparently brought
to an abrupt end when the surviving part of the vaulted roof collapsed, burying the remnants
of the former shrine on the floor.

A possible analogy was discovered at the Romano-British settlement at Camerton on the
Fosse Way south-west of Bath. A small stone statuette with a seated figure was found in a
late fourth-century building (c. A.D. 380) lying alongside a column which had been re-used to
form a pedestal for the stone figure.’ Another instance was found at Maiden Castle, Dorset,
where a roughly constructed late fourth-century A.p. circular stone hut superseded the
nearby square Romano-Celtic temple. The finds made within this small building included



82 THE SHRINE OF APOLLO AT NETTLETON, WILTS

the marble base of a small statuary group of Diana and a bronze pedestal for a small bronze
votive figurine.5? »

There is also the series of bronze votive figurines discovered by Mrs. C. M. Bennett, at the
Romano-Celtic shrine at Lamyat Beacon, Bruton, Somerset,5® and there are doubtless
other instances where the worship of pagan deities continued in the decadent fourth-century
buildings. In his report on the Romano-British temple at Pagans Hill, Chew Stoke, Mr. Rahtz
writes that the ‘status and condition of the temple in the first half of the fourth century A.p.
was uncertain’; and he also states that ‘there was a revival of interest after A.p. 367 and a
small sub-structure was rebuilt in the central area of the shrine’. This suggests that there was
a similar revival of pagan worship at Pagans Hill.5°

The coin of Valentinian (a.p. 364-74), found in the cup-like depression on the re-used
column shaft at Nettleton, suggests that it was in use at that time. The improvised shrine
reflects the conditions which prevailed at that period: the decline of the former popular
shrine and the fear of piratical raids brought conditions near to poverty. Consequently it was
possible to make only an improvisation within part of the former shrine for this temporary
resurgence of pagan rites, which may have been inspired in some part by the construction of
the shrine to the god Nodens at Lydney Park, Gloucestershire, on the opposite side of the
river Severn after A.p. 364.

The pagan Julian in A.p. 362 repealed the order made by his predecessor Constantius II
in A.p. 356 which commanded the closure of all temples, and the former pagan shrines
appear to have had a temporary revival. It also suggests that the adoption of the Christian
faith in Britain at that time was a somewhat hazardous and slow process and did not imply
the total rejection of all the evidences of pagan belief. Pagan beliefs were tolerated by the
Christian successors of Julian — Jovian and Valentinian I — but this was stopped by the
Emperor Gratian in A.p. 382 when he deprived pagans of most of their religious rights.6°

11. THE POST-SHRINE HOMESTEAD: ITS OCCUPANTS AND
CONTEMPORARY BUILDINGS, A.p. 370-92

(a) The Post-shrine Homestead

Coins found within the former shrine in the latest occupational material ranged from
A.D. 370 to 392. From this, and other evidence that follows, it is possible to determine that
the derelict temple after A.p. 370 was adapted and used as a farm homestead until A.p. 392
or possibly later. The walls of the southern half of the building, placed upon solid rock, were
still standing, and this part of the building was adapted for this secular purpose. The fallen
debris covering the remains of the small improvised shrine was left intact and the wall across
the central area formed the northern limit of the homestead. The former enclosed chamber
on the south side of the temple, the open south-west sector, the southern part of the central
area, and possibly the eastern sector, were converted for use as living quarters.

The south-west sector, with its large window (pl. XLa), formed the principal living room
in the homestead. The southern part of the central area appears to have been used for cook-
ing and other domestic purposes. Stone hearths, constructed with re-used pennant stone
tiles, were made in the south-west sector and the central area (pl. XLb, ¢). The south sector
was probably used as sleeping quarters (pl. XIX5). An entrance was made into the south
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walk of the former ambulatory by cutting a rough doorway through the south wall of the
sector. However, the west chamber was not connected internally with the living quarters
of the homestead. A separate outside entrance was made by a doorway through the north
radial wall and the chamber was used as a stable or cattle byre (pl. XIXa). The floor of
this chamber, when found, was covered with a thick layer of decomposed straw and manure.
In one corner of the chamber the skeletal remains of a goose in a sitting posture were found
(see report pp. 180-1). A roughly laid floor, consisting chiefly of re-used pennant roofing
tiles, was laid in and around the entrance to the stable and there was no evidence of a fire
hearth in this chamber. The south-west entrance into the ambulatory from outside was
blocked by a roughly constructed wall (pl. XXIVb and fig. 44). The ambulatory, apart from
a small part on the south side of the building, had fallen into disrepair and was no longer
a part of the building. In its derelict state it was used by the occupants as a dumping place
for their household refuse, which was thrown out of the large window into the ambulatory
where it accumulated until it was level with the window-sill. To protect themselves against
the prevailing south-west winds the occupants reduced the size of the large window by
adding two courses of stone voussoirs from the collapsed arches of the shrine on the window
sill (pl. XXVIIb). Ash and other household rubbish was also thrown over the north outer
podium wall to the lower level alongside the river. The constant dumping of rubbish buried
the rusticated podium wall, and it is through the dumping of household refuse that so much
of this fine wall was preserved intact. The pillars on the verandah above the retaining wall
must have been still in position when the rubbish was deposited. But, later the exposed
upper courses of the podium wall disintegrated, no doubt as a result of frost action, and the
columns collapsed on to the surface of the former rubbish dump, where they were found
(pl. XXIVa). These columns had later become buried by the fallen debris from the un-
occupied and ruinous building.

- 'J Metres

Fig. 44. Section across west ambulatory of octagonal
temple. Key: 1, building debris; 2, 4, 8, squatter levels;
3, hard surface; 5, brown loam; 6, pennant floor; 7, stone
chips; 9, loose rubble; 10, chips of dressed stone; 11,
natural rock; 12, white stone chips; 13, brown mortar
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Similar evidence has been found on several Roman sites excavated in south-west Britain in
recent years. We find continuing occupation in the buildings by people who had no care for
tidiness or order of any kind. They made rough hearths on the tessellated and paved floors.
Some mosaic pavements were roughly repaired, not with tesserae, but with re-used stone
tiles or any other suitable material which lay to hand. They did not clear their floors of the
occupational debris and in due course this buried the floors. It is primarily because of the
untidy methods of the later occupants of Roman buildings that the mosaic and other floors
survive for us to see today. The later occupants were not interested in the mosaics of their
predecessors; it is particularly noticeable that they attached more value to a floor of good
solid paving stones. These were also used to block up doors and windows to make the building
snug against the cold.

It is not difficult to imagine the type of people who were the last occupants of these
Roman buildings. They were content to live their somewhat squalid existence just as long
as the primary essentials to sustain life were forthcoming for their daily use. Their dogs,
cattle, goats, and poultry shared the building with them. For a modern example of this type
of life, a visit to some of the derelict Roman buildings off the Appian Way in Italy, where
happy families can be seen surrounded by their domestic animals, is revealing. The Romano-
British sites at Keynsham, Camerton and Lufton, near Yeovil, have all produced evidence
suggesting a similar post-Roman squatter occupation, and there are a number of sites in
south-west Britain with comparable evidence.

(b) The Homestead Occupants

A large number of human bones were recovered scattered generally throughout the
building, but only in the building debris. No bones were found in articulation, and most of
them were in a broken condition, but otherwise in a very good state of preservation. It is
important, and emphasis must be given to the fact, that the bones occurred only in the
debris which covered the building, and not one human bone was found in any other stratified
layer within the temple precinct.$* All the bones had a clean, hard and dry appearance and
certainly did not look as if they had ever been buried in an earthen grave (see pp. 179-80).
The general disarrangement of the bones and the material in which they were found suggests
that they had been disturbed when the temple was robbed of its building stones, but it is
more likely that the bodies were first disturbed by seekers after loot before the destruction of
the building and that they later became mixed in the building debris. The building debris
itself was an undoubted post-occupation deposit and it sealed the underlying occupational
floor debris of the homestead occupants of the late fourth or fifth century A.D. (pl. XXXa).

A detailed cleaning, and close examination of the human bones produced very interesting
additional evidence which has helped to elucidate the problem of their association with the
temple. It has shown that at least 14 individuals, of both sexes, are represented.®? Most of the
bones are those of individuals under the age of 40, but the most interesting discovery has been
the finding of a number of deliberate cut-marks on some of the bones, including several
fragments of skull (pl. XLIIIs—d). All the cut marks indicate that they had been made with
some violence with a sword or large knife, and they were all inflicted before death had taken
place. There are also seven atlas and axis vertebrae which show unmistakeable evidence of
cuts or slashes, made by a crosswise blow with the weapon used (pl. XLIIIe, f).
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This is clear evidence of decapitation, which appears to have been done by a practised
hand, and it indicates that the bones are those of victims of a massacre, all of whom, it is
likely, met their death at or about the same time, the bodies being left or deposited within
the temple. It is possible that the inhabitants of the settlement sought refuge there and the
massacre may actually have taken place within the building.

After the annihilation of the occupants, the unoccupied and desolate temple soon deterio-
rated. The upper part of the building collapsed, and the fallen debris in due course com-
pletely buried the victims lying within the deserted building. Bronze and iron stains found
on some of the bones suggest that the bodies remained intact, clothed with their personal
chattels for some time within the former shrine, but the skeletal remains were later robbed
of any surviving personal possessions such as rings, bracelets, etc. (see p. 179) and the
skeletons became disarticulated in the process. Further disturbance and breakage of the
bones took place when the building was robbed of its stone for lime-burning.

The human skeleton found by Priestley near the north-west corner of his so-called temple,
Building I (see p. 256) was in a prone position, not in a grave, but in the position in which
the person had died. The skeleton was in a level contemporary with the squatter occupation.
The impression of the excavator ‘was that of a person lying flat on her face with her hands
pressed on the upper abdomen and the elbow sticking up’ (pl. XLVIIIq). The skull un-
fortunately was smashed. A bronze bracelet, and some jet beads on a necklace were found
with the skeleton. Mr Hall has identified the bones as almost certainly a female of about 18
or 19 years of age. The prone skeleton and the position in which it was found, suggests that
this person was struck down while seeking a place of refuge in the small cave in the rock face
behind Building I. She was evidently trying to make a getaway from the massacre which
was being enacted in the nearby shrine across the river. The coin evidence from the home-
stead occupation level suggests that the final raid on the settlement must have been after
A.D. 302.

To find an analogy for similar happenings it is not necessary to search very far. The
Roman villa at North Wraxall, less than a mile south-east of Nettleton, has produced
parallel evidence. The villa, a large establishment of the courtyard type, was excavated in
1859 by G. Poulett Scrope, M.P., for the owner, Lord Methuen.** Some of the architectural
features found were very similar to those from Nettleton. Outside the west boundary of the
villa several tombs containing undisturbed burials were found, obviously the normal burials
of the family associated with the villa over a period of time.

The most interesting feature, however, was the contents of a well, found within a small
hexagonal structure. The first 40 ft. (12.1 m.) of the well filling, which was over 68 ft.
(20.7 m.) in depth, consisted of columns, capitals, bases and other carved stones, thrown
into the well together with the bodies of several individuals. There is little doubt that the re-
covered skeletons were those of the villa dwellers who met with a similarly violent end in a
raid on the villa. We have no evidence of sword cuts on the bones of the Wraxall victims, but
it is possible that, had a close examination been made at the time of their discovery, similar
evidence would have been found.

Both the Nettleton and Wraxall sites are within easy reach of the Bristol Channel, and it
is possible that both sites were raided on the same occasion. The coin series at Wraxall ends
with coins of Gratian (a.D. 367-83), nine years earlier than the latest Nettleton coin, but the
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story is much the same: the pirates, it may be supposed, took full advantage of the fact that
Britain was left without adequate defence after the death of Maximus in A.p. 388.6¢ A
notable example, and equally dramatic, was at Caistor-by-Norwich, where the late Professor
D. Atkinson discovered 36 victims of a massacre, who met their death by the sword. The
victims were left within the building unburied and 36 skulls of the decapitated victims were
found in one room. This massacre, probably made by Saxon raiders after the withdrawal of
the Roman troops, is much the same story as that of Nettleton.

‘The theory that the Nettleton building was a mausoleum was first put forward when so
many human bones were found in and around the building. This theory was based solely on
the bone evidence, and no other information to support that contention was found. The
important evidence, obtained by detailed examination of the bones, does not in any way
lend support to the mausoleum theory. In the light of this evidence we must conclude that the
sole function of the building since its inception was that of a pagan temple and that the
building continued in use only for this purpose up to about A.p. 330, with a short-lived
resurgence of interest after A.p. 360, followed by squatting.

Dr. Reece has identified the coins recovered from the homestead occupation level. They
range from A.D. 370 to 392, and this was the last occupation level within the building. The
human bones are contemporary with the latest occupation of the building, when it was
converted for use as a homestead. The building appears to have been used for this purpose
for at least 20 years, that is, from about the year A.p. 370 to 392. After careful consideration
of the evidence, we must conclude that the bones are those of the homestead occupants, who
were massacred on the site as the result of a raid on the settlement after A.D. 392. The position
in which the bones were found places it beyond doubt that they cannot be earlier than the
squatter occupation (pl. XLVIIIa, ).

Evidence of medieval occupation overlying the Roman buildings has been found in the
settlement, and potsherds, nails, and walls of medieval date have been recovered at several
points (see pp. 98-9). However, it is of interest to note that during the course of the temple
excavation not a single sherd of medieval pottery was found in association with that building.
It would appear that the temple site and its immediate precincts were not used in any way
after the slaughter of its occupants, until at least after the medieval period.

(c) The West Lodge (Building XVIII)

This simple rectangular building (42 by 26 ft. — 12.7 by 7.8 m.) was completely excavated.
It was built in the south-west corner of the settlement, and its east wall impinges on the street
into the settlement, by way of the small Wick valley. Three of the four walls of the building
were built against the rock and were faced only on the inside, except for the east wall along-
side the street. The walls were built without mortar, from stones gathered in and around the
settlement. On the south side, the building was set against the small bank which forms the
southern limit of the settlement. The nearby west bank of the small valley was higher than
the building, making it particularly snug and partially hidden by the south and west banks
(figs. 2 and 45). The eastern part of the floor was paved with large, irregularly shaped
slabs of limestone, but the western part, cut back into the natural rock, did not have a stone
floor.

A stone-built furnace alongside the north wall of the building consisted of a channel 4 ft.
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(1.2 m.) long, orientated north to south, with its rounded end built against the north wall.
Like other furnaces in the settlement, the channel had been subjected to intense heat. In
front of the channel there was a semi-circular chamber with a sloping floor, but there was
little evidence of fire within the chamber (see p. 35), and no construction around its sides
apart from several large stones placed along its west edge. One of these stones was a stone
altar. Part of its lower end was missing, and it had been badly mutilated and discoloured red
by fire (pl. XXXV¢). The inscription to Silvanus on its face was badly worn (see p. 136).
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It is difficult to determine whether or not the altar had been deliberately mutilated, but it
was certainly not used for its original purpose in the building, and it presumably came from
the shrine.

Towards the west half of the building, centrally placed, was a well-built stone hearth
(pl. XLIVc¢). This was open on its east side, but the remaining three sides had a stone kerb of
roof ridge stones placed inwards. Since they were similar to those found on the temple site,
they possibly came from the derelict shrine.

A large number of coins ranging from A.D. 333 to 402, found on the floor with other
objects, appeared to have been subjected to fire. A coin of Constantine I (a.D. 317-24),
found in a layer which ran under the wall foundation, was earlier than the building, and
among the coins in the floor debris was an Urbs Roma of A.p. 330—5. This evidence indicates
a mid-fourth century date for the building’s construction.

An interesting feature was a heavy layer of black occupation material which had been
dumped on the site of the building after destruction and robbing of the walls down to the
last two or three courses of stone. The dumped material covered the walls and the floor space
of the building. Some 500 coins found scattered in this soil ranged in date from A.D. 333 to 402
(see pp. 115-18). The black layer also contained a quantity of pottery sherds (see figs. 107-
12) but little else was found in it, suggesting that the building was in use only for a few years
prior to its destruction.

A large squared block of limestone found in position at the south-east corner of the building
was probably the west side of the south gate into the settlement (fig. 2). A circular pivot-
stone found lying alongside the inner face of the south wall, was probably used also at this
gate (see fig. 104(12)). The stone altar to Silvanus found in this building had clearly been
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re-used, and this suggests that the pagan shrine had been profaned before the black layer
was deposited over the walls of the building.

A large number of varied finds were recovered from the material on the floor of this
building. The finds were associated with a large number of late fourth-century coins and
included two bronze spoons, two decorated Kimmeridge shale spindlewhorls, a quantity of
glass (fig. 65), stamped, colour-coated, and other late fourth- to early fifth-century wares.
The finds also included two important items: (a) a fine millefiori bronze brooch (see p. 132)
(fig. 55(76)) and (b), a martiobarbulus or plumbata, a lead-weighted harpoon used by the
legionaries in the fourth century A.p. (see p. 234 and fig. 102(93)).

(d) Building XXII (beyond the South Bank)

This building was set at the south-west corner of the settlement in a rather surprising
position immediately outside the line of the south cross-bank. The building was a long
narrow one, 50 ft. (15.2 m.) by 18 ft. (5.5 m.). Its south-west and south-east corners were both
rounded on the outside and built without mortar. The north wall, with large irregular floor
slabs of limestone, was found under the stony make-up of the south cross-bank. Two small
sherds of medieval pottery found in this make-up suggest a collapsed dry stone wall of
medieval date formerly on the bank.

Several coins of the Constantinian period found on the floor level of the building suggest
that it was in use at the same time as Building XVIII. Below the stone floor level of the
building, a thick layer of yellow silt contained sherds of Samian and other first- and second-

century pottery. This proved to be the ditch filling of the first-century enclosure which
partially underlies this building.

(€) Building XXIV (on the North Slope)

This building was situated at the foot of the steep north slope alongside the modern road.
The walls were roughly constructed without mortar and there did not appear to have been a
proper floor within the building. The floor was covered with a thick layer of black occupation
soil which contained a number of fragments of thin glass, an iron knife with a bronze terminal
(fig. 99(40)), and over 50 coins of Constantinian and later fourth-century issues.

The building consisted of two rooms each 22 ft. (6.7 m.) square, built on different levels
on the terraced slope. The south wall of each room was built against the rock face of the
hillside, and most of the occupation material lay in the lower northern part.

In the northern part a large pit was found below the floor level. From its size and rough
sides it would appear to have been a quarry made in the first or early second century A.D.
for stone to build the first buildings or roads in the settlement. The filling of the pit included a
quantity of first- to second-century Samian ware.

(f) Other Late Fourth-century and Later Constructions

In several instances the surviving walls of the former Roman buildings were joined up by
lengths of dry-stone walling to form cattle or sheep pens, and this probably explains why no
definite contemporary level of occupation has been encountered. The dry-stone walls built
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with thin slabs of the local limestone decreased in width as they increased in height. The
following buildings had dry-stone walls incorporated or associated with them.

Building X
The wall foundation of the south-east corner of this building had been utilized to erect a

rounded corner, built in a curve and last found in line with the north-east corner of Building

XV. It presumably joined up with this building and blocked access to the west between the
two buildings.

Building XIIT

A curious length of dry-stone walling was found in the northern extension to the large
room at the west end of the building. The wall, after l<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>