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Human sexuality ¢ Art

Marking fifty years since the publication of noted sexologist
Alfred Kinsey’s Sexual Behavior in the Human Female, Feminine
Persuasion celebrates the diverse and multifaceted expressions of
women’s sexuality that have emerged since Kinsey’s study her-
alded a new era. This beautifully illustrated book showcases five
centuries of visual interpretations of female sexuality collected by
The Kinsey Institute, and also includes work by contemporary
artists Ghada Amer, Patty Chang, Renée Cox, Nancy Davidson,
Nicole Eisenman, and Laura Letinsky. In addition to 45 plates,
Feminine Persuasion features two essays that place this wide-
ranging work in context. Assessing what the ideal body image of
the original Kinsey subjects might have been, June Machover
Reinisch discusses the ever-changing standards of female beauty,
while Jean Robertson, in a survey of the history of feminist art
over the past half century, explores the complex dimensions that
constitute this work.

The catalog for a three-part exhibition at the Indiana University
School of Fine Arts Gallery, Feminine Persuasion reveals the fu-
ture toward which Kinsey’s study pointed and gives us a glimpse
of the great variety of expressions in the making.

is an artist and has been Director of the School
of Fine Arts Gallery at Indiana University since 1987.

is Curator of Art, Artifacts, and Photogra-
phy at The Kinsey Institute for Research in Sex, Gender, and
Reproduction.
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2000, Gelatin silver print, 24" x 20", 2001.21.4, Donated in 2001

Printed in Hong Kong

ISBN . B-E53-21589-7

900 0 0
http://iupress.indiana.edu h| “I “I

1-800-842-6796




	FEMININE PERSUASION
	CONTENTS
	JOHN BANCROFT, M.D. Preface
	Acknowledgments
	BETSY STIRRATT AND CATHERINE JOHNSON Feminine Persuasion
	JUNE MACHOVER REINISCH, PH.D. Ideal Images and Kinsey's Women
	JEAN ROBERTSON, PH.D. Artistic Behavior in the Human Female
	WOMEN ARTISTS IN THE KINSEY INSTITUTE COLLECTION
	THE MALE PERSPECTIVE
	CONTEMPORARY WOMEN'S SEXUALITIES
	Exhibition Checklist
	Selected Bibliography
	Contributors





