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11 Transcriptions

The drumming repertoire is represented here in the same order as the compositions were taught to 
me during apprenticeship. The system of notation was applied in my previous publications about 
Newar drumming1. Notation of the drumming syllables allows readers to imitate the sounds of 
the drums in exact rhythm with their own voice; just like any Newar drumming apprentice would 
do while memorizing the repertoire.

The drumming syllables are written in a system of boxes indicating the time measurement that 
is called mātrā in Indian music theory. Each mātrā box is divided into two by a horizontal line. If 
there is only one beat per mātrā, the syllable is written into the upper box. Thus,

 reads as  / dã / pā na / da na / pā na /

If there is a mātrā without a beat, the sign o stands for a sounding rest. 

 reads as:  / dã / o dã / o / dã / dã / o pā / o / pā /

Two vertical lines with colon signs next to the double bars enclosing a pattern, signal repetition of 
this pattern. A number next to the second colon shows how many times this part is to be played. 

 means:  play this phrase four to eight times.

1  Wegner 1986 and 1988

https://doi.org/10.17885/heiup.1246
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Sometimes, instead of a number, the expression ad lib. (shortcut for Latin ad libitum) leaves it to 
the player, how many times he or she wishes to repeat.

 means:  repeat this phrase as often as you like.

If a section is to be played and then partially repeated up to a certain point, then this point is 
marked by the symbol

F
and a bold, black line leads the reader back up to the earlier section of the notation.

The F sign does not mean an interruption of your playing. In the example above, the first line 
is repeated as often as you like (ad lib.), before the second line follows. This can go on several 
times (da capo ad lib. al F), until finally you play up to the F sign and continue from there with 
the third line.

Usually, every three or four mātrā counts, a vertical line links several systems. These divisions 
follow the cycle of the respective cymbals. The cymbal strokes are indicated above the system as 
T and C, for the ringing cymbal sound tī̃ and the closed, muffled cymbal sound chu. In the exam-
ple below, two ringing cymbal sounds are followed by one muffled sound. This cymbal pattern 
continues until a change is indicated by a new arrangement of T and C.
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The tempo is indicated on the left side of the notation, according to the metronome scale (beats 
per minute). There may be tempo changes within a composition, for example 

2 mātrā = 112

 means:   The duration of two mātrā counts equals one metronome click  
at tempo 112 beats per minute.

The above rules apply to all drum notations - with the exception the cacā pyākhã repertoire of 
the pañcatāla drum. As explained in chapter 4.1, these are not only drumming syllables but each 
syllable covers four different areas of musical expression, recitation, pañcatāla drumming, the 
playing of the pair of natural trumpets pãytāḥ and the dance movements. So the notation has to 
indicate not only distribution in time but also the different pitches. To include the different playing 
techniques of the pañcatāla, I added a separate graphical notation. All this is explained in detail 
in chapter 4.1. Despite the necessity for co-operation of Vajrācārya priests of Kathmandu and 
Bhaktapur during some performances, both repertoires differ - the playing technique differing a 
lot and entire pieces missing from the Bhaktapur repertoire. So I decided to include in this pub-
lication both the pañcatāla repertoires of Kathmandu and Bhaktapur. Personally, I tend to have 
more confidence in the Kathmandu tradition, as it was based on regular practice. In comparison, 
the Bhaktapur repertoire appears half-forgotten.
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Vatikā  Pañcatāla (KTM)



747

Vatikā  Pañcatāla (KTM)



748

Vatikā ctd. I         Pañcatāla (KTM)



749

Vatikā ctd. I         Pañcatāla (KTM)



750

Vatikā ctd. II         Pañcatāla (KTM)



751

Vatikā ctd. II         Pañcatāla (KTM)



752

Vatikā ctd. III         Pañcatāla (KTM)



753

Vatikā ctd. III         Pañcatāla (KTM)



754

Pyẽgamātha           Pañcatāla (KTM)

subito Māthe yā kau



755

Pyẽgamātha           Pañcatāla (KTM)

subito Māthe yā kau



756

Māthe yā kau           Pañcatāla (KTM)



757

Māthe yā kau           Pañcatāla (KTM)



758

Sunyamātha           Pañcatāla (KTM)



759

Sunyamātha           Pañcatāla (KTM)



760

Sunyamātha ctd.  Pañcatāla (KTM)

subito Māthe yā kau



761

subito Māthe yā kau

Sunyamātha ctd.  Pañcatāla (KTM)





763

11.20 Pañcatāla (Bhaktapur)
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764

Mū dyaḥlhāygu    Pañcatāla (BKT)



765

Mū dyaḥlhāygu ctd. I    Pañcatāla (BKT)



766

Mū dyaḥlhāygu ctd. II    Pañcatāla (BKT)

Tvāka dyaḥlhāygu    Pañcatāla (BKT)



767

Svā̃ chā (flower offering)        Pañcatāla



768

Jhapa tāla            Pañcatāla (BKT)



769

Jhapa yā khau Pañcatāla (BKT)



770

Ekatāla                              Pañcatāla (BKT)



771

Jati        Pañcatāla (BKT)



772

Jati ctd.         Pañcatāla (BKT)



773

Durjamān        Pañcatāla (BKT)



774

Durjamān ctd.        Pañcatāla (BKT)

Bhramarā        Pañcatāla (BKT)



775

Sani        Pañcatāla (BKT)



776

Caspati        Pañcatāla (BKT)



777

Trihudā        Pañcatāla (BKT)



778

Jhāka (dancer’s entry)        Pañcatāla (BKT)



779

Chādana (dancer’s exit)        Pañcatāla (BKT)

Chārã        Pañcatāl (BKT)



780

Maṅgala        Pañcatāla (BKT)



781

Maṅgala ctd.        Pañcatāla (BKT)



782

Lapaha        Pañcatāla (BKT)



783

Khatãkāra        Pañcatāla (BKT)



784

Khatãkāra ctd.        Pañcatāla (BKT)



785

Vatikā        Pañcatāla (BKT)



786

Vatikā ctd. I        Pañcatāla (BKT)



787

Vatikā ctd. II        Pañcatāla (BKT)



788

Vatikā ctd. III        Pañcatāla (BKT)



789

Sunymātha      Pañcatāla (BKT)



790

Sunymātha ctd.      Pañcatāla (BKT)



791

Māthe yā kau      Pañcatāla (BKT)





This groundbreaking publication offers a unique resource of infor-
mation about one of the most glorious and diverse musical cultures 
of the Himalayas. The numerous drum traditions of Bhaktapur in 
the Kathmandu Valley are a vibrant aspect of traditional Newar 
culture that saw its heyday between the thirteenth and eighteenth 
centuries. The three Malla kingdoms of Bhaktapur, Lalitpur and 
Kathmandu competed in art, architecture, music, dance and opulent 
town rituals celebrating the presence of the gods. Music served as 
a portal between the human world and the realm of the gods. This 
study documents the role and repertoires of the different percussion 
genres in a transcribed and commented form for practical use and 
as a teaching aid. It also includes a dictionary of Newari terms related 
to music. As it focuses on the musical life of Bhaktapur during the 
decade starting from 1983, it could serve as a point of reference for 
comparison with the present situation. This publication is an out-
standing contribution to the preservation of Newar culture.
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