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PREFACE

HE object of these excavations has been to find out everything possible about the

ancient British capital at Colchester, and about its replacement by the Romans.
This First Report records the exploration of its principal inhabited centre, the area
known as Sheepen. The description of the work is introduced by a topographical and
historical account of Camulodunum as a whole, an exposition of the chronology of the
Sheepen site, and a synopsis of the results in general. It is followed by a systematic
presentation of the finds—coins, pottery, glass, metalwork, and animal and vegetable
remains. Here we have paid special attention to the pottery, which has given unusual
opportunities for combined typological, chronological, and statistical study; and we hope
that the results may prove to be of general value.

The section on Decorated Terra Sigillata is based on the work of the late T. Davies
Pryce, F.5.A., who examined and commented on the whole of this material. The section
on Glass has been kindly contributed by Mr. D. B. Harden of the Ashmolean Museum,
and Dr. A. A. Moss of the British Museum Research Laboratories has kindly contributed
metallurgical and other reports, of which the chief is that which enables us to suggest
with some confidence that we have identified remains from a British mint. In that matter
we have also had the assistance of Mr. D. F. Allen of the British Museum, who has more-
over contributed much to the important section on the British coins themselves. The
section on the Roman coins is by Dr. C. H. V. Sutherland of the Ashmolean Museum,
whose special studies of the copied bronze coinage of Claudius have here been of parti-
cular value. Animal remains have been studied by Dr. J. Wilfrid Jackson, F.S.A., F.G.S.,
and Miss Dorothea M. A. Bate, and vegetable remains by Miss Frances Stephens and
Dr. J. Ramsbottom of the British Museum (INatural History).

To these contributors and all others who have assisted us on points of detail, and in
particular to those colleagues on the Continent of Europe who did so much for us on the
tour of museums that we were able to make there in 1933, we offer our sincere thanks.
But behind the Report which they have helped us to write lies the long record of our
indebtedness to those who assisted us in the actual work of excavation, and the still
longer tale of what we owe to the promoters and supporters of the whole undertaking.

The Colchester Excavation Committee was formed early in 1930, when it became
known that the Colchester By-Pass Road was to run across the area of ancient habitation
at Sheepen. The President was the late Annie Viscountess Cowdray, and Sir Charles
Reed Peers, then President of this Society and Chief Inspector of Ancient Monuments,
has throughout been the Chairman. The late Mr. P. G. Laver, F.5.A., long acted as
Joint Hon. Secretary, and with the late Mr. W. G. Klein, F.S.A., the Hon. Treasurership
has been held by Lt.-Col. J. Oxley Parker, J.P. With the above officers and the present
writers, the Committee elected as its Executive the Mayor of Colchester for the time
being; the late Alderman (afterwards Sir) W. Gurney Benham, J.P., F.S.A., who as
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Chairman of the Colchester Corporation Museum Committee and in many other
connexions within the borough was always our indefatigable friend; Mr. E. Thurlow
Leeds, F.S.A., and Mr. J. N. L. Myres, F.S.A., who as Vice-President and Senior
‘Treasurer of its Archaeological Society have maintained a most happy association
between the excavations and the University of Oxford; and Mr. J. P. Bushe-Fox,F.S.A.,
then Inspector for England and later Chief Inspector of Ancient Monuments, who as
Director of Excavations planned and guided the initial stages of the work, and has
throughout advised and assisted the conduct of operations in the field.

This in 1930 was shared between ourselves and Mr. Myres, in 1931 and 1932 between
the two of us only; in 1933 and the following years we continued to share the responsi-
bility, but the whole of the actual supervision was Mr. Hull’s. A very great deal of work
was done by voluntary assistants, to whose labours no tribute here can do adequate
justice. Their names are indeed far too many for all to be mentioned, but we wish
to record our especial gratitude to Miss Joan Blomfield (Mrs. Turville-Petre), Miss
~ Mollie Blomfield, Miss Margaret Collinson, Miss Jacquetta Hopkins (Mrs. C. F. C.
Hawkes, F.S.A.), Miss Norah Jolliffe, Miss K. M. E. Murray, Mrs. J. N. L. Myres,
Miss Grace Thornton, Miss Kathleen Walker, Miss Anne Welsford, Miss Ursula Wratislaw
(Mrs. Richard Walker), Col. A. H. Burn, C.I.LE.,F.S.A.,Mr. J. B. Calkin, Major A.G.C.
Fane, Mr. A. F. Hall, Mr. D. B. Harden, F.S.A., Mr. R. W. Hutchinson, F.S.A.,
Mr. R. T. Lattey, the Rev. K. R. Miller Waugh, Mr. R. S. Simms, and Mr. (now the
Rev.) J. D. M. Stuart. From the start a large proportion of the volunteers were under-
graduate members of the Oxford University Archaeological Society; a number of others
came from the University of Cambridge, and in 1930 the University of London was repre-
sented by members of the University College Anthropological Society. Of the many
workmen employed a fair number served for long enough to become experienced hands,
and we can testify to the value of their work; as charge hands we should make particular
mention of Mr. E. Hammond (1930), Mr. H. Smith (1931-2), Mr. J. Snow (1933—4),
and Mr. E. Cudmore (1935 and after).

In the field of technical assistance the whole undertaking owes much to the untiring
devotion and gkill of Mr. H. W. Poulter, Assistant Curator of the Colchester and Essex
Museum, who surveyed and contoured the site, took most of the photographs of both
the excavations and finds, and did a great amount of laboratory work, most notably in
the restoration of not less than 5oo vessels of pottery and glass. In a variety of ways we
have also to acknowledge the energetic help of Mr. E. J. Rudsdale, till lately Assistant
in the same museum. The drawings of the finds are nearly all the work of Mr. Hull,
while most of the plans and sections have been drawn for publication from our originals
by Mr. L. H. Rawson of the Ministry of Works.

Lastly, it falls to us here to express the Committee’s gratitude to all those institutions
and individuals who made this long-sustained enterprise possible by their financial
support. The Colchester Corporation voted a series of generous donations extending
over the whole period of the work. With the annual grants from the Research Fund of
this Society, and the subscriptions made through the Society from an anonymous source,
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we have to acknowledge grants from the Administrators of the Haverfield Bequest; the
Craven and Ireland Funds of the University of Oxford; Christ Church, Magdalen,
All Souls, Merton, New College, and a number of other Oxford Colleges; the Laurence
Fund of the University of Cambridge; the Royal Archaeological Institute; and the
Suffolk Institute of Archaeology, Ipswich Museum Committee, the Beckenham Anti-
quarian Society, and a number of other societies and funds. The whole balance of the
very considerable moneys required for the work was subscribed by the general public.

With the consent of the Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments, permission to excavate
on the Sheepen Farm property was accorded first by arrangement with Mr. J. Steward
and subsequently by Messrs. Fairhazel Estates, Ltd.; on the By-Pass Road land and the
St. Helena’s School site by the Colchester Corporation; on what is now the Colchester
Technical School playing-field by the School authorities; and on the Kingswode Hoe
property by Capt. J. L. Lockhart; to all of whom the Committee’s warm thanks are due.

The main series of finds is preserved in the Colchester and Essex Museum, and a
representative series in the British Museum. Allocations are also to be made to the
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, to the University Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology,
Cambridge, and to Ipswich Museum. In the Colchester and Essex Museum are also
lodged fuller catalogues of the material than it has been desirable to publish here,
together with the original plans, drawings, and negatives. The main series of animal
remains reported on by Dr. Jackson and Miss. Bate has been presented to the British
Museum (Natural History).

Discoveries at Sheepen falling outside the scope of this volume remain to be published
in a Second Report, in which we hope also to render accounts both of future and of
previous excavations on other sites, including in particular those of 1927-8 and 1933
adjoining Colchester Castle, and the many other discoveries of recent years within the
Roman town. Both British and Roman Camulodunum indeed still present unsolved
problems. But we hope that this First Report will serve to shed some clearer light, in the
meantime, upon the history and antiquities not of Colchester only, but of all this part
of Britain and of the Roman Empire.

Fune 3oth, 1945. ' C. F. C. H.
M. R. H
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A. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY
GEOGRAPHY AND PREHISTORY
/ I ‘HE map of south-eastern Britain is dominated by the river Thames. Its estuary and

gravel-lined valley form a natural avenue inland, and have been so used in ancient as
in modern times. But the establishment at its mouth of the capital of the whole country,
and one of the great ports of the world, was not possible before civilization had solved the
problem presented by the geography of the regions flanking it on either hand,! particu-
larly on the north. Here Thames-side immigrants were prevented from spreading out
over the hinterland by forest, growing densely on the London Clay tracts of south and
cast Essex and on the broad plateau of Boulder-clay drift beyond. Behind the sea-side
alluvium and the single open patch around Southend, the only corridors through these
forest lands were the river valleys, which are cut into the clays and lined with well-
drained gravels. Farther north in East Anglia the drift geology is more varied, the
Boulder-clay is on the whole lighter, and the valley-heads lead almost directly to the
open and desirable belt of inland chalk running south-westward to become the Chiltern
ridge. Therefore in earlier prehistoric times human approach and settlement kept largely
away to the north, making of East Anglia a region in the main independent of the
Thames and its unrealized possibilities. But in the centuries after 1000 B.c. the new
agricultural populations of the Late Bronze Age furthered a southward trend of settle-
ment on the inland chalk, and a plateau-crossing thither would seem to have been opened
from the valley-heads of Essex. Both then and in the ensuing Early Iron Age further
new-comers from the Continent settled along the Essex rivers, and others in East Anglia,
on the one hand, and in the Thames valley and Kent beyond it, on the other.z2 And the
Early Iron Age culminated, in the century or so preceding the Roman conquest of
A.D. 43, with the invasions of the Belgae.

These immigrants from northern Gaul are documented historically by Julius Caesar,
and archaeologically in a series of studies begun over fifty years ago by Arthur Evans.
They arrived round about 75 B.c., and brought over a form of the La Téne culture of
the Celtic continent in its latest pre-Roman phase, La Tene III (or La Tene D). Its
material equipment—wheel-made, cordon-ornamented pottery, and the varied products
of a notable school of craftsmen in metals and enamelling—is well known; its agriculture,
served by the new development of the heavy plough, could cope with richer soils than had
before been exploitable; its commerce and politics alike are reflected in a coinage in gold,

! Geography: Wooldridge and Smetham, Geogr. Fourn. prehistory: Fox, P.S.E.4. vii, pt. 2, 149 f.; Personality of
Ixxvili, 243 fl.; Wooldridge, Geography, xvii, g9 ff.; Wool-  Britain (ed. 4, 1943). Geologlcal map of Colchester region :
dridge and Linton, ibid. xx, 161 ff. and Awsiguity, vii, 297 .5 K. P. OQakley, Proc. Prekist. Soc.iii (1937), 252 (fig. 10),257.
Fox, ibid. 473 ff.; Coles, Essex Naturalist, xxiv, pt. 3, 115 ff.; 2 The contemporary climate-change, from Sub-Boreal to
and in general Historical Geograpé_y of England before 1800  Sub-Atlantic, was in these parts apparently a gradual process:
(ed. Darby, 1936), passages in ch. i, ii, ill. Geography and  Brooks, Quars. Fourn. Roy. Meteorological Soc. 1z, 390~3.
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silver, and (later) bronze derived from that current in Gaul; and its military prowess is
attested initially by its spread, in less than the twenty years before Caesar’s expeditions of
55—54 B.C., from east Kent to north Hertfordshire, and subsequently by the annexation
of adjacent regions, one of which was Essex. It will be seen below that the ‘Belgicization’
of Essex was the work of two distinct historical phases: the first covers and just outlasts
the latter part of the first century B.c.; the second opens decisively with the advent of a
prince of the royal house of the Hertfordshire Belgae, the renowned Cunobelin. History
and his inscribed coinage alike tell us that his seat of power was named Camulodunum,
and its location in north-east Essex, within the bounds of medieval and modern Col-
chester,” will be abundantly confirmed as we proceed. Cunobelin was soon master of an
expanded Belgic realm which came to dominate all south-eastern Britain, and his capital
became in consequence the leading ‘city’ of the island. Furthermore, this primacy had
a direct sequel after the Roman conquest, when Colchester became first a major military
base, and next the site of the senior Roman colony on British soil. Why was the place
marked out for this rapid rise to eminence?

In the first place, north-east and east-central Essex—broadly speaking, the river-sys-
tems of the Stour on the north, of the Blackwater in the south, and of the Colne between
them with Colchester upon it—had pre-eminently broad spreads of habitable gravel, and
also of loamy ‘intermediate’ soils, as against its areas of forest. It had thus been emerging
as good settlement country well before the Belgae came, and with their coming it proved
able to support a probably much increased populatlon particularly as an 1mproved
equipment in iron tools of forestry and tillage could then allow of encroachment upon its
forest margins. At the same time, from the heads of these rivers communication was easy,
compared with what it was farther south, with the inland chalk belt and the fertile tract
of new Belgic occupation in Hertfordshire. And from their mouths, shoal-sheltered
estuaries admirably suited to small sailing-craft, traffic could be as easily plied in and out
of the many channels of the coast, and in particular up and down the great opening of
the Thames, and across it to and from the primary Belgic settling-grounds in Kent.
Further, this coast is well placed for traffic with the Continent, so that an equivalent of
the trade of medieval and modern Harwich could spring up over the Narrow Seas with
Belgic Gaul and the seats of the newly consolidated Roman power upon the Rhine. The
exploitation of all these advantages, while as yet there was no competition from an im-
perial London, came to be concentrated in our city on the Colne, and in the second place
then we must examine the natural attractions of its own site and surroundings.

The map pl. 1, with inset marking its position in north-east Essex, shows its drainage,
relief, and natural vegetation restored on a geological basis. The 1mmed1ate geological
foundation of the area is the Tertlary London Clay, into which the Colne and its tribu-
taries have continuously cut. Were it everywhere exposed, this stiff, heavy clay would

I D. F. Allen, Arck. xc (1944), 20-2, and Sir J. Evans, 2 See 6-in. O.S. Essex, n.s. xxviii, xxxvii; Geological
Coins of the dncient Britons (1864), 284 ff. (with Supplement  Survey, quarter-sheet 48 SW., with Memoir: W. H. Dalton,
(1890), 555 f1.), quoting the earlier authorities; among Col-  T'ke Geology of the Neighbourhood of Colchester (1880). We

chester writers, see Morant, History of Colchester (1748), 1i, are much indebted to Dr. K. P. Qakley, F.G.S., for help in
20-8, and ‘Henry Laver, £.4.8.T. vi (1896), 19—20. the interpretation of the latter on modern lines (cf. p. 1, n. 1).
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naturally have maintained unbroken thick forest. But glacial drift and river-drift, as
observed above, have between them, and in combination with its contour-modelling,
diversified the landscape. The modelling is of course the work of the Colne and its
affluents; the main stream itself, where it enters the area of our map just above New
Bridge, is closely flanked by the 5o-ft. contour-line on both sides, with the roo-ft. line
not far beyond, and though the flood-plain widens, the high ground does not really fall
away until the estuary marshes are reached some miles beyond our map’s eastern border.
These high flanking levels are, however, broken by tributary streams, and of these the
chief is the Roman River, which a mile above the western edge of the map is flowing as
close to the main river as the line of the main road through Stanway, but which then
turns southward, to increase the interval to some 3 miles before it takes the east-south-
easterly course that brings it to its confluence with the Colne opposite Wivenhoe, a mile
beyond the eastern edge. The confluence thus forms the apex of a triangular plateau or
peninsula between the two rivers. The inland sheet of glacial Boulder-clay does not
reach this peninsula; it peters out above Stanway, and in its stead a broad spread of well-
drained gravel appears, and forms, with a small central loamy band, a fairly level surface
over the greater part of the plateau. This stands nearly all over 100 feet above sea-level,
the gravel having an average thickness of between 30 and 6o ft., and its sharp fall to the
river-valleys on either side leaves the apex at their confluence as a bold bastion, which
commands the seaward approach and is only separated from the estuary marshes by the
protecting slab of Fingringhoe parish, itself a smaller gravel-covered peninsula between
the Roman river and the tidal flats.

The Colchester. peninsula between its two rivers is thus a site of great natural advan-
tages. For further, the outer escarpments of its enfolding valleys are only crowned by
narrow, discontinuous, and irregular spreads of gravel: beyond Layer de la Haye on the
south, even these disappear before the unbroken miles of naturally forest-clad London
Clay which stretch away towards Maldon; on the west, the Boulder-clay beyond Stanway
presents the forested frontage of the inland plateau; north of Stanway there is once more
a good deal of London Clay exposure among the gravel patches beside the narrowing
Colne, and across the river north of West Bergholt the intervention of loamy ‘inter-
mediate’ beds does not prevent the stiff Boulder-clay edge by Pitchbury from forming
a true forest border.! Between here and the Colne at Mott’s Farm the double-headed
valley of the St. Botolph brook has exposed a broad sweep of London Clay again, and
though a wide-based tongue of gravel highland extends to the east of this, it is largely
capped by loam, and is separated from the main valley and the Colchester site beyond by
a shelving escarpment, cut by damp tributary gullies and exposing the London Clay in a
big curve, hemming in the river’s flood-plain as it meanders round south-eastwards
towards its estuary. The Colchester peninsula itself has a narrow skirt of London Clay
exposure along both flanks of its containing valleys and those of the gullies indenting
their edges: this naturally wooded skirt is scarcely at all interrupted except for one single
stretch on the south side of the Colne opposite Sheepen Farm. This one stretch will be

I Dalton, op. cit. 4.
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seen to have a capital importance in the history of the area. Whereas the narrow Roman
river valley—but for the stream’s own alluvial streaking—is all London Clay exposure,
the Colne is here winding through a broad flood-plain, which bounds its alluvial banks
with firm expanses of low-level gravel and fine flood-borne loam. Farther down such
habitable levels disappear, and except for the small patch occupied by Wivenhoe the
alluvial water-meadows are flanked only by the wooded skirt of London Clay for the rest
of the way downstream.
" Now it is not probable that much allowance need be made for coastal subsidence here
for a period already so long after the well-known marine transgression of the Early
Bronze Age.® Though on the tidal Thames the sinkage since the first century is appa-
- rently some 1§ ft.,2 and at least g ft. at the Iron Age site of Southchurch near Shoebury-
ness,? and though observations at Felixstowe# show that the same tendency has been at
work hereabouts, yet allowance must be made for erosion, silt-deposit, shrinkage of re-
claimed land, and especially the effect upon land- and tide-levels of medieval and modern
embanking; thus Sir Cyril Fox has felt able to speak of ‘comparative stability’ from Iron
Age times.5 That this is near the truth may be judged from the coastwise distribution of
the Essex ‘Red Hills’, which are the emplacements of the (here) pre-eminently Belgic
industry of brine-boiling for salt: they are all still quite near the line of high water.
High-tide mark on the Colne is now just above Colchester East Bridge, opposite the east
gate of the Roman colony, and it was probably not far from this in the first century;
perhaps a little higher,” which would enable small ancient ships to ascend precisely to
this firm and unwooded flood-plain that we have mentioned opposite Sheepen Farm—
the first stretch of naturally good river-bank upstream from the sea, where open ground
ran straight up southward to the main gravel plateau. Thus land and water conspired
together to commend this Sheepen locality to men developing the Colchester peninsula;
and, to complete its advantages, there is at just this point a ford—Sheepen Ford, the
lowest tide-free ford on the whole river, and the nearest to high-tide mark.

For settlers without the resources of a higher civilization the Sheepen locality is for
~ these reasons the most favoured spot within the Colchester area. And the Colchester area
as a whole, for the reasons given above, is the most favoured within its larger region.

2. PREHISTORY AND HISTORY

The archaeolbgical record of Iron Age settlement in the Colchester area actually begins
at Sheepen. On the hill due south of the ford our excavations have recovered a wide
scatter of the coarse pottery assignable to the Bronze Age-Iron Age transition about the
fifth century B.c., together with flints, some remains of bronze implements, and a superb
bronze cauldron, in the filling of which was an iron nail.#* Below the foot of the hill on

Y Proc. Prekist. Soc. 1i, pt. 2, 178-210. 5 P.S.E.A. vii, pt. 2, 152.

2 R. E. M. Wheeler, R.C.HM. Roman London (1928), 6 See pp. 346—7 below.
12-14; T. E. Longfield, “The Subsidence of London’, 7 See pp. 48, 347: ‘Red Hills’ material from near the river
Ordnance Survey Professional Papers, n.s. xiv (1933), 2—4. on the Sheepen site itself.

3 A. G. Francis, Essex Naturalist, xxiii, 163. 8 This material will be published in a separate paper in the

4 Longfield, op. cit. , Antiguaries Fournal.
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the east three ‘bucket’ cinerary urns came to light over fifty years ago,’ and probably
betoken a contemporary cemetery; another such urn comes from the Abbey field south
of the Roman colony-site.2 Nothing of the middle period of the Iron Age has yet been
recognized. But the name of the people inhabiting the region in Roman times,3 the
Trinovantes, can at all events be taken back to the first century B.c., when Julius Caesar
in the year 54 found them harassed by Cassivellaunus, the ruler of the Belgic invaders
already established in north Hertfordshire.# Cassivellaunus had slain their king, whose
son Mandubracius came to Caesar as a refugee; he took them under his protection, and
after carrying his campaign against Cassivellaunus as far as the Hertfordshire stronghold
probably now identifiable at Wheathampstead,5 exacted from him hostages and tribute,
and an undertakmg to leave the Trinovantes alone. The next dates in their history are
approximately given by British numismatics.® The pacific relations with the island
established by Augustus in the twenties led to a growth of Roman influence, which soon
becomes discernible in various fields? and most notably in the British coinage. From it
we find that the kingdom of Cassivellaunus had descended about 135 B.C. to Tasciovanus,
the first of its rulers to inscribe his coins with his name and that of his capital and mint,
Verulamium by St. Albans. Two of his neighbours reveal themselves similarly at this
date: in Kent, Dubnovellaunus, and among the Trinovantes Addedomarus, whose re-
lationship to Mandubracius is unknown, but whose coin-distribution points to a centre in
the Colne valley, probably already in the area of Colchester. And soon afterwards the
place’s name cAMV(lodunum) appears for the first time as the mint-mark of a gold
coin—not indeed of Addedomarus, but of his Belgic rival Tasciovanus. It would seem
that the enmity of a generation before had not died down, and that this coin was struck,
about 10 B.C., to celebrate a victory which put Tasciovanus in possession of the Trino-
vantian capital. This success was apparently short-lived, for Addedomarus’ coins con-
tinue thereafter side by side with the Verulamium series of Tasciovanus, and seem to
exclude them from north-east Essex. In fact, when Addedomarus disappears about A.D. 1
he is replaced there not by Tasciovanus but by Dubnovellaunus, the Belgic ruler of Kent.
This king’s Essex coins are closely concentrated round Colchester; they appear alongside
his predecessor’s in the big hoard found long ago at Mark’s Tey, and answer in date to
the latest coins of Tasciovanus, that is, to the opening decade of the first century a.p.
Now the material culture of Belgic Kent is well known, above all from the cremation-
cemeteries at Aylesford and Swarling, published respectively by Sir Arthur Evans® and
Mr. J. P. Bushe-Fox.? In his Swarling report’® Mr. Bushe-Fox pointed out the close

1 E.4.8.T. iv, 18; Abercromby, Bronze Age Pattfry, i,

xc (1944), 1—46. References to older works, thereby in part
no. 468.

superseded, will accordingly be omitted. See below, pp.

2 Abercromby, op. cit., no. 469 #ris. The iron spearhead
alleged to have been found in this Is best regarded as a modern
railing-spike.

3 Ptolemy, Geogr. ii, 3, 11.

4 Caesar, B.G. v, 20-2.

5 R. E. M. and T. V. Wheeler, Verulamium, 16—24.

6 What follows is based on Mr. Derek Allen’s paper “The
Belgic Dynasties of Britain and their Coins’, Archacologia

133-5.

7 For instance, in the adoption by Belgic-British potters
of the Continental ‘butt-beaker’ model: cf. Wheeler, Peru-
lamium, 12; and cf. p. 237 below.

8 Archaeologia, lii, 2, 317-88.

9 Swarling (Report no. V of this Research Committee,
1925).

o Op. cit., 21-3.
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similarity between the Kentish funerary pottery, headed by the famous pedestal-urns,
and that found at Colchester and other sites in Essex. And the distribution of pottery of
Belgic type in Essex, seen in full on the map published by Sir Cyril Fox in 1933,

strongly suggests infiltration up the rivers from the coast whereon immigrants would
land from Kent. It was thus probably Dubnovellaunus who was responsible for the
decisive drenching of the Trinovantes with Belgic culture. We do not indeed know how
far that culture had penetrated among them already; but the relatively early Belgic
pottery from the Thames-side coast of south-east Essex, e.g. at Shoebury,? probably
falls outside Trinovantian territory,3 and it is only about A.D. 1 that we can begin to
recognize that territory itself as a province of Belgic civilization.

With the completion of Dubnovellaunus’ reign, then, we may end the first phase of the
‘Belgicization’ of Essex, with its primary impulse coming from Kent. The second phase
opens with his expulsion from the kingdom, and a date for this before a.D. 14 is certified
by the reference to him on the Monumentum Ancyranum* as a refugee suppliant to
Augustus. There can be little doubt of the explanation. The death of Tasciovanus of
Verulamium is numismatically dated about A.p. 10, and while his immediate heir is only
known to usfrom the abbreviated coin-name Sego-,a new kingdom begins simultaneously
to be attested in the rich coin-series of his other and more illustrious son Cunobelin. For
Cunobelin from first to last struck his coins at Camulodunum. Evidently it was he who
at his father’s death finally settled the fate of the Trinovantes, by expelling Dubnovel-
launus and annexing their territory, and very soon also that of the Verulamium succession
by superseding Sego- and uniting the two kingdoms. Camulodunum thus became the
capital of the whole Belgic country north of the Thames. The Kentish province was
annexed about A.D. 25, and Cunobelin became a regular.‘high king’ in south-eastern

* Britain—in Suetonius’ words, Britannorum rex.5 Thus the second phase in the ‘Belgici-
zation’ of Essex made Colchester the headquarters of a great power, and the Trinovantian
independence, already laid under subjection to Dubnovellaunus’ Kent, was merged
under a dynasty which sprang from the rival Belgae of Hertfordshire and bore their
tribal name of Catuvellauni as its own.® In truth, under Cunobelin, Camulodunum was

" no longer a local capital, but something approaching a national centre.

Camulodunum bore a name signifying the stronghold of Camulos the war-god, and
the success of Cunobelin’s arms won for it some thirty years of political primacy, to-
gether, as our excavations will further attest, with commercial wealth. Meanwhile, the
masterly inactivity of Augustus’ attitude to its ruler passed under Tiberius into a precept.
But when Caligula became emperor in A.p. 37 Cunobelin was growing old, and rising
discord in the royal family led presently to the exile of one of his sons, Amminius, who
went over to urge on Caligula the design, probably already in his mind, of terminating
the status quo by invasion.” The result, in the year 40, was a fiasco, and in 41 Caligula

P.8.E.A. vii, pt. ii, 158, pl. vI. cf. Strabo, Geogr. iv, 200.

I

2 Bushe-Fox, op. cit. 39. 5 Suetonius, Caligula, 44.

3 As Mr. Allen has pointed out from the coin-distributions. 6 Dio Cassius, Hist. 1x, 20, 2.
4

Res Gestae Divi Aug. (ed. Mommsen 1883), cap. xxxii; 7 Suetonius, Caligula, 44.
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was assassinated. But then Cunobelin himself died,! and his jealous neighbour, the
southern Belgic ruler Verica or Bericus,? was soon seeking revenge from Rome3 against
the great king’s inheriting sons Togodumnus and Caratacus, who, it seems, defiantly
retorted by claiming his extradition.# With this to reinforce more general considerations
of imperial policy, the new Roman government of Claudius judged that the time was
ripe, and in A.D. 43 the invasion under Aulus Plautius was launched. Camulodunum,
‘the royal capital of Cunobelin’s and headquarters of his sons’ resistance, was the natural
objective, and, since they elected to throw their armies forward to Kent and were there
successively defeated, Claudius in person was able to arrive and find that its capture,
well within the sixteen days of his visit, required only the passage of the Thames and at
most a single bloodless engagement.6 In other words, its defences were never seriously
held against the Romans, for when they reached it its defenders were already beaten.
All that Camulodunum demanded of Claudius was a formal entry, and after receiving
submissions and acclamations he could order the natives’ disarmament, hand back the
command to Plautius, and depart home to Rome for his triumph.? Camulos the war-god
had forsaken his own.

Plautius must have remained at Colchester with a considerable army, but its name does
not reappear in history until, after a large part of lowland Britain had been brought to
submission, he was succeeded as governor by Ostorius Scapula. Ostorius arrived late in
47, and, after first putting in hand the frontier-line of the Fosse Way,? spent nearly the
whole season of 48 in engaging successively the Iceni of East Anglia, the Deceangli of
north-eastern Wales, and the Brigantes of the northern hills. But then he found a more
intractable enemy in the Silures of south Wales, now led by Cunobelin’s son Caratacus.?
He saw he would have to bring up a legion to winter close to the western front, and this
meant a redistribution of his forces. In order to liberate units from garrison duty in the
south-east, he obtained authority to take land from the subject Trinovantes and establish
at Camulodunum a colony of time-expired veterans.’® This was done in the winter of
48—9.1* The new town was presumably named as a Colonia Claudia, after Claudius as
its foundation-grantor. Later, indeed, we find it called Victricensis, ‘Of the Victorious’;
but the second-century inscription that records this records also the continued survival
of the pre-Roman name Camulodunum.’? In fact, the Antonine Itinerary calls it in one

I Dio, Hist. Ix, 20, 1. Claudius’s elephants, see below, p. 353.

2 The identification of the Bericus of Dio, Hist. Iz, 19, 1,
with the Verica known from inscribed coins in the southern
Belgic district between the middle Thames and the Channel,
is shown in Mr. Allen’s paper above quoted (p. 5, n. 6: op.cit.,
6, 9) to be chronologically feasible, and since this removes
the only valid objection to it, long-standing though that has
been, it is adopted without further argument here.

3 Dio, Hist. 1x, 19, 1

4 Suetonius, Claudins, 17, 1

5 Dio, Hist. Ix, 21, 4.

¢ Dio, ibid. 19—23; Suetonius, Claudius, 17; C.I.L. vi,
9z0.

7 Dio, ibid. 21, 4-5; 23. For possible mortality among

8 Tacitus, Annals, xii, 31, 1-2.
o Ibid. 31, 3—7; 32, 1—4.

0 Thid. 32, 4.

11 ‘That this chronology is correct is confirmed by Tacitus’
ensuing narrative, the first Silurian campaign following in 49
(ibid. 33, 1), the transference of the war to the Ordovices of
north Wales leading to Caratacus’ defeat in 50 (33, 2—35, 7),
and his betrayal to Ostorius by the Brigantian queen Carti-
mandua being reserved for 51, #ono post anno quam bellum in
Britannia coeptum (36, 1).

1z C.IL. xiv, 3955 == Dessau 2740, from Nomentum in
Latium, commemorating one Munatius Bassus, who had been
Censitor civium Romanorum Coloniae Victricensis quae est in
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place Camulodunum? and in another Colonia?—par excellence as the province’s senior
foundation. Hence through the OE. Co/neceaster comes the town’s modern English
name, the Colonia site being of course that of Saxon and medieval Colchester and the
core of the modern borough (pl. 1).

The new-made citizens of the Claudian Colony were hard men. Their idea of
enjoying the sweets of conquest was to oppress the subject natives in every imaginable
manner, and the rule of force and fraud spread far and wide both within their territory
and beyond it. So twelve years passed, and then the whirlwind was reaped. In A.p. 61
Boudicca, queen of the client state that had been made of the neighbouring Iceni, raised
the standard of revolt, and after all their sufferings under the veterans of the Colonia, the
expropriated Trinovantes were only too ready to join her. What happened that summer
is known to everyonei—the absence of the governor Suetonius and his main army in
north Wales, the helpless panic in the unfortified city, the flight before the rebels’
onslaught into the Temple of the Divine Claudius, its-central building and the especial
object of British hate, and the massacre and sack that it suffered, shared, after the defeat
of the Ninth Legion’s base-details from Lincoln, likewise by London and Verulamium,
before Suetonius could crush the revolt in battle. His victory must have brought Roman
troops once more to Colchester in force for a while. But a period of pacification and
reconstruction then began, which went on to culminate under the Flavian emperors.
This, then, is as far as we need here to pursue the history of Camulodunum.

3. TOPOGRAPHY AND ARCHAEOLOGY

(2) Pre-Roman

The site of Camulodunum has already been defined as a natural peninsula of habitable
land, sharply demarcated by river and forest. It only needs defensive lines across its
western neck, from the Roman River to the Colne, to become an enormous promontory-
fortress of substantial military strength. And these are exactly what 1t has. The Colchester
Dykes—or, as they are often called, the Lexden Dykes, though they stretch well beyond
the parish of Lexden—have long attracted popular attention, and parts at least of their
westward front, under various recorded names, were already in the thirteenth century
serving as legal boundary-marks, most notably for the ancient Liberty of Colchester,
which ‘Gryme’s Dyke’ still bounds on this side to-day.4 ‘Gryme’ is of course the Devil,

Britannia Camaloduni, ‘Census-officer for the Roman citizens XIV and XX, who did most to win it. From their veterans

of the Colony of the Victorious that is in Britain at Camulo-
dunum’. (For ‘Camulodunum’ as the correct form cf. C.Z.L.
iii, 11233, with Hibner, ibid. vii, p. 34.) The name
Victricensis is derived from Victrix, ‘victorious’, but cannot
be simply its synonym, as supposed, e.g., by Moore, T4e
Romans in Britain, 145. It was perhaps bestowed, to super-
sede a Claudian title disgraced by the disaster of 61, at a re-
foundation of the Colonia then made necessary by Boudicca’s
extermination of the citizen body (see text, with n. 3 below).
Suetonius’s victory over her (almost certainly: cf. C.I.L. xi,
395, dated 66) earned the title Fictrix for the two legions,

the new colonists would most naturally thereupon be drawn;
and this would be aptly connoted by the derivative title
Victricensis for the Colonia thus re-founded.

t Iter IX; so also the Peutinger Table, and Ptolemy,
Geogr. 1i, 3, 11.

z Jter V.

3 Tacitus, Annals, xiv, 31—9.

+ P. H. Reaney, T4e Place-Names of Essex (English Place-
Name Soc., 1935), 374~6. Cf. also J. B. P. Karslake, “The
Former Liberties of our Cities and Boroughs’, Fourn. Brit.

Areh. dssoc., ns. 1, 1(1935), 62—75.
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for folk-memory could declare no human origin for these prodigious earthworks; but
presently their objective study began. Its earlier phaseopened in 1722, when Lufkin and
Smith carried out the first field survey,! and continued, with a succession of further sur-
veys,2 until 1922, when it was summed up by the Royal Commission on Historical
Monuments.? Its second phase opened ten years later and is by no means yet completed.

In 1932 the extant remains were surveyed afresh for our Committee by Mr. H. W.
Poulter and Miss Thalassa Cruso (Mrs. H. O’Neill Hencken, F.5.A.), and in June 1933
the most important modern addition to the study of the subject was made: through the
good offices of Mr. O. G. S. Crawford, F.S5.A., a set of vertical air-photographs covering
the region was taken by the Royal Air Force. In 1932-3 also, test excavations in Lexden
Park produced the first concrete evidence for dating the dyke system as a whole to the
pre-Roman Iron Age; results obtained elsewhere in 1936 were not conflicting, and more
recently Mr. A. F. Hall, by a close study of the ground, the earlier surveys, and the air-
photographs, combined with selective trial digging, has brought matters much nearer the
point at which further investigation can be methodically undertaken. The plan (pl. 1,
Frontispiece), prepared with his collaboration, shows the full extent of the remains at
present known or apprehended from the varieties of evidence available, on the background
of the natural relief and vegetation. It is not our purpose to expound them here in detail:
we hope to do that in our Second Report, when the further work now contemplated
has been done. But a brief introduction is necessary in order to place our main theme in
just perspective.

We have spoken of the dykes as forming defensive lines from river to river across the
western neck of the Colchester peninsula; and this, taken broadly and in the aggregate,
they do. But they have clearly not all been planned with that single purpose. The
system they display had evidently grown by stages, in which varieties of purpose are more
or less plainly apparent. In their principle of design they vary amongst themselves also;
but in this regard they appear to fall into no more than two main categories.

In the more extensive, the earthwork is composed of rampart and ditch laid down in
straight or virtually straight lengths, making junctions more or less abrupt with each
other, and so planned as to make the earthwork effective without need of further
adaptation to the contour of the ground. In this category are Gryme’s Dyke, the
outermost facing west; the seeming complex of single works behind the centre of this,
and the Triple Dyke behind its more northerly portion; Lexden Dyke, behind this
again, with its southerly leg stretching back along Bluebottle Grove and its northerly
one continuing as Moat Farm Dyke beyond the Colne; the line to the south,
through Chest Wood, continuing similarly beyond the Roman River; the long work
at present incompletely known as Berechurch Dyke, running up from the same river

I Published in Morant, History of Colchester (1748), 1, 17-21; viii (1900), 108-11; viii (1902), 369—72; ix (1905),
24—5, note Q; and again in £.4.8.7. xi (1908), 19—20. 327-9. R.E. M. Wheeler and P. G. Laver: 7.R.S8.1x (1919,
2 William Stukeley, 1759: still unpublished. Henry publ. 1921), 139—40.
Jenkins, 1841: Archacologia, xxix (1842), 243—56. Henry 3 R.C.HM. Essex, i1 (North-East), xxill-xxiv, Xxv, 73—4.
Laver, as follows: E.4.8.T. 11 (1885), 123—35; vi (1896),
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but facing east; and, towards the Colne again, the vanished Sheepen Dyke, with which
we shall be concerned hereafter.

The other category seems to comprise only the works centred upon the site called Ches-
hunt Field. Their plan can at present be clearly discerned only on the west, but there its
difference from the rectilinear design of the others is at once apparent. These lines are
curved, and curved because their principle is to follow the contour of the ground: they
form in fact a contour-fortification. Beginning perhaps from the edge of the valley-
woodland where a tributary flows down to the Roman River east of Oliver’s Farm, outer
and inner lines are traceable curving north-westward, across the open gravel bluff above
it. At Oliver’s Thicks the outer alone is visible; but beyond the interruption of a stream-
head feeding another tributary valley two lines are soon again traceable, scarped along
the flank of this valley itself, in a curve swinging now north-eastward. Soon they diverge,
the inner line straightening as it reaches up to continue this course on the level until
south of Bluebottle Grove we lose it, and the outer projecting in another and bolder curve
across the valley’s head, till by the road running north from Bottle End it touches the
complex of straight lines intervening between it and the Triple Dyke. It may or may
not go on to meet the inner line again and cross it to continue eastward; but already we
can see that these works differ from the others not only in their contour-curved design,
but in their purpose. For they seem to be intended simply to enclose a space. It is true
that their circuit as at present known is open to the east, but the natural woods growing on
the stretch of loamy soil from Gosbeck’s Farm to Reed Hall and Berechurch would serve
in part to close it, and on both sides of this there are air-photograph indications of more
earthworks than can yet be fully planned.

Whatever then precisely were its eastern boundaries, the Cheshunt Field area wears the
look of a protected enclosure. And that it had importance worth protecting is suggested,
not only by its defences, but by the traces of ancient occupation revealed within it by the
air-photographs, close by the stream-head above Oliver’s Thicks. These look like field or
dwelling boundaries, and adjoining them are two remarkable features: a large mound,
still unexplained, and a rectangular site, for over a century miscalled a ‘Roman villa’ on
the strength of a superficial excavation by Jenkins in 1842," which is really something
more interesting. 'I'rial trenching across this in 19362 showed the rectangle to be formed
by a large ditch, at least 30 ft. wide and 11 ft. deep, towards the bottom of which was
found Iron Age pottery of pre-Roman, Belgic type, together with a coin of Cunobelin.
Above was stratified Roman material, connected evidently with what had stood, eccentri-
cally placed, within the rectangle, namely a Romano-Celtic temple. Cohering with this,
the outer margin of the ditch had been bounded by a nearly square walled portico, built
in the second century apparently.to supersede the ditch’s original upcast bank of gravel;
but the ditch itself remained open throughout the period of the Roman constructions, and
this fact, together perhaps with the eccentric placing of the temple, strongly suggests that
the original ditched garth was a pre-Roman sanctuary, which was never obliterated even

Y Gentleman's Magazine, 1842, 11, 5263 Fourn. Brit. Arch.  1i, 41~2; thence R.C.H.M. Essex, iii, xxvii, 207.
Assoc.,0.5.11 (1846), 45—7; Roach Smith, Collectanca Antigua, 2 F.R.S. xxvil, 2 (1937), 240.
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when converted in Roman times into an otherwise normal temple-enclosure. The
phenomenon seems at present without parallel in Britain; and the enduring sanctity which
it implies for this spot, so far from Roman and even (as we shall see) from the main focus
of Cunobelin’s Camulodunum, suggests that Cheshunt Field had been an early centre of
importance. And topographically it seems quite clear that the Cheshunt contour-fortifica-
tion is earlier than the generality of the straight dykes—perhaps, indeed, the earliest
member of the whole series, defending what will then be the original Camulodunum.
Lying as it does in an out-of-the-way position, satisfactory only in its local command of
ground, and remote from the Colne and from the greatest strength of the dyke system as
a whole, its distinct existence is not easy to explain at all, unless by positing its priority
to the rest of the works.

A second and stronger argument for this priority follows from the behaviour towards it
of the westernmost and greatest of them, Gryme’s Dyke. This runs slightly east of due
south all the way from the Colne at New Bridge to the bulging curve of the north-western
Cheshunt Field defences. But whether or no it actually reaches them, its course onwards
to the Roman River is not completed this way, but by a switch line laid off south-west to
Stanway Green, where an angular forward projection starts it on a fresh line, this time
slightly west of due south, to reach the Roman River on the upstream side of the above-
mentioned trlbutary valley Such a disharmony of plan suggests work of more than one
period. But in any case, its explanation seems to require the prior existence of the
Cheshunt Field defences, with Gryme’s Dyke then thrown out to the west in front
of them.

A third argument is stronger still, and lies in the integration of straight dykes with the
Cheshunt Field defences themselves, on both their northern and southern flanks. On
the south a straight dyke starts off at right angles from them near Oliver’s Farm, crosses the
Roman River at the ford below, and runs on through Chest Wood to end, at Layer de la
Haye vicarage, on the edge of the loam-woodland which there fringes the forest-bearing
clay beyond. As for the complex on the north, it displays two straight lines behind and
nearly parallel to Gryme’s Dyke. The starting-point and status of the western one are still
uncertain, as is the significance of the line that slants across its northern end; but the
eastern one, at the point where this latter joins it, becomes the Triple Dyke already
noticed, which runs north to the Colne at Mott’s Farm. This, then, and the southward.
line to Layervicarage,have between them the effect of tying the curving Cheshunt dykes
in with the river-to-river straight-dyke system. And although the indications of further
lines past Bottle End warn us that this picture is still doubtless incomplete, it seems
unintelligible from the start, unless the Cheshunt works are earlier than the rest.

The other two features of the complex next the Triple Dyke carry this notion of them
farther. Just beyond their final outer curve, the line leading northward to the Triple
Dyke is on the one hand met by one slanting in south-eastward from the direction of
Gryme’s Dyke—along the course which Henry Laver! (as we shall shortly see) pro-
pounded for a Roman road—and on the other throws off a straight branch running

I See p. 16, note I.
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east-north-east, to reach a still unknown destination by way of the southern end of Blue-
bottle Grove. A trial excavation in 1936 at the point of embranchment showed this to have
had two ditches, one on the south side of the rampart and not certainly an original feature
of the work, the other on the north and certainly original. Both are filled and invisible on
the surface; but in 1940 the northern ditch was exposed again farther along, at the
southern end of Bluebottle Grove, in a ‘tank-trap’ dug along the southerly leg of Lexden
Dyke, which, as described above, stretches down the Grove to end at just that point. And
in this exposure the filled-in ditch could be clearly seen passing, almost at right angles,
underneath the Lexden Dyke rampart just short of its visible termination. This branch
work, then, in its original form, is apparently earlier than Lexden Dyke. And if the
Cheshunt works, as we have argued, are in turn earlier than the northward line from which
the same work branches, we have the beginnings of a chronological sequence of stages,
with the Cheshunt works at the outset, followed by at least two stages in the growth of the
straight-dyke system. Thus the succession of phases, which we have recognized histori-
cally in the rise of Colchester as a British capital, seems to have had something of a counter-
part in the development of its defences.

In this sequence Lexden Dyke, on the Bluebottle Grove evidence just cited, will belong
to the latest stage so far recognizable. An absolute date for Lexden Dyke will therefore
give a terminus ante quem for what is so far recognizable of the remainder. And of that
absolute date, a reliable indication was obtained in our trial excavations of 1932 in
Lexden Park. Here, where the central portion of the dyke stands undisturbed, it is one
of the best preserved of the whole series. A seeming interruption, across a steep-sided
gully 400 yards from the north fence of the park, was found to be apparent only, the
rampart being undisturbed below the surface. Against the north fence of the park itself,
indeed, the whole earthwork has been removed by modern gravel-digging; but imme-
diately next to this is its most interesting sector. First, for 150 yards south of the gravel-
dlggmg, the work has the appearance of a steep escarpment with no visible rampart; a
section, however, revealed that the rampart had originally existed here, but had been
thrown down, in a series of shelving tips, on to the scarp of the ditch in front. Secondly,
“this ‘slighted’ sector is separated from the fully preserved central portion, to the south
again, by a gap. And excavation here proved that the gap represents an original entrance
through the rampart, answering to a causeway of undisturbed gravel across the ditch. It
was here that evidence was obtained of the dyke’s primary date. The 6 ft. of silt now
covering the entrance-way produced pottery of early Roman and pre-Roman Belgic type
at low levels, while the untouched base of the ‘slighted’ rampart-end adjoining had
similar pottery lying directly over it, two pre-Roman pieces sealed in the clean gravel of
which it was composed, and another pre-Roman piece on the old surface underneath it.
The earthwork thus dates from the Belgic period; and identical pottery, where found in
great abundance in our main excavations recorded below, belongs to the earlier decades
of the first century A.p., that is, to the Camulodunum of Cunobelin. As for the adjacent
‘slighting’, our section found a Roman enamelled plate-brooch of about A.p. 100 em-
bedded in the topmost tip of the thrown-down rampart: the ‘slighting’ was then probably
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carried out by the Romans in the first century, and very possibly, as may be inferred .
below (pp. 17-19), in the years directly following the conquest of A.p. 43. We thus have
a prima-facie case for regarding the later stage of the straight-dyke system, to which
Lexden Dyke has been above assigned, as constructed for the defence of Cunobelin’s
capital. The untouched profile of this dyke was correspondingly imposing. Our section
across its central sector! showed the djtch to have been dug some 42 ft. wide from lip to
lip; and the rampart, still standing some 10 ft. high, may be estimated as about 12 ft.
high originally. Its gravel bulk was elaborately reveted in front with turf, and its forward
foot here further secured by timbering, while its tail sloped back to give it a basal breadth
of no less than 7o ft.

Close to Lexden Dyke, moreover, have been found numerous graves, almost all of
them certainly of this same period. The chief of them are two great barrows. That called
“The Mount’, lying a quarter of a mile in front of it, was excavated by the Morant Club
in 1910% and appears to have been completely robbed, most probably in Roman times.
But its fellow, lying within the dyke, is the famous Lexden Tumulus excavated by Mr.
Philip Laver in 1924,3 the contents of which are now among the greatest treasures of the
Colchester and Essex Museum. It is scarcely necessary to recall them here; but with the
metal-work of the funeral carriage,* the well-known sculptured and other bronzes, gold
and silver objects, coin-head of Augustus mounted as a portrait-medallion, and the rest,
were many amphorae of our forms 181 and 182 (p. 251), as well as other pottery of
smaller forms in smashed condition. The character of this pottery suggests that the
burial may have taken place not very long before the Roman conquest, and the deceased,
who had been cremated with ritual mutilation of his rich grave-goods and other high
ceremonial and was clearly a great prince, may well have been Cunobelin himself, or at
least one of his family; for whereas the coin-head of Augustus, from a denarius of 17 B.C.,
only gives a terminus post quem, the sculptures are comparable in style with some of the
most distinctive types of Cunobelin’s coinage (pp. 136 ff.), and altogether the interment -
displays a barbaric luxury imbued with romanizing taste, such as evidently prevailed at
his court. On the north of the tumulus, around St. Clare Road and St. Clare Drive, an
extensive cemetery is attested by at least fourteen contemporary flat cremation-graves.
Another such grave, not far away to the east at Lexden Grange, yielded the well-known
group including a bronze mirror, coral-mounted bronze cup, and pair of jugs of our form
131 (pl. L1x), and another has been found to the west, behind the rectory in Lexden
village. A collected account of all these grave-finds will be published in due course;
none are later than the recently discovered group from St. Clare Drive, which is of very
early Roman date, and the area was evidently a British burial-ground of outstanding
importance.5

I Cut 72 yards inside the south fence of Lexden Park and 4 Not, as now seems certain, a chariot: further restoration
525 yards south of the modern London road. and museum-study suggests rather some kind of state palan-

2 EA4.8.T. xii (1912), 186—92; R.C.HM. Essex iii, 74. quin or litter.

3 drchacologia, 1xxvi (1927), 241~54. An amphora of our 5 The chief graves so far published are as follows:
type 181 (pl. Lx1x), found here already in 1823, is in C.M. 1 (Lexden Grange), C.M. Report, 1904 (639—647-04);
(no. P.C. 700). v Proc. Soc. Antig. xx, 21113, pl. opp. 213; Swarling,
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All this suggests, when taken together with the indications already given of the
relative chronology of the dykes, that in the time of Cunobelin the ‘centre of gravity’ of
the Camulodunum occupation had been drawn away from the Cheshunt Field area to the
area behind Lexden Dyke, lying directly south of the Colne. This of course does not-
 mean that the Cheshunt Field neighbourhood was abandoned; the care with which its
defences appear to have been tied in with the fully extended dyke system, and the
evidence above cited from its temple-enclosure, must indicate the contrary. Indeed,
the importance thereby implied for it had perhaps been progressively growing during the
intermediate period of the dyke system’s development. For what traces we have of its
extended northern boundaries run east-north-eastward very little short of the branch
straight dyke that-we have seen to run, also east-north-eastward, past the southern end of
Bluebottle Grove (pp. 11—12). And while the ultimate end of none of these works is
known, their direction suggests further bounds on the east that will be well beyond the
woodland bordering Cheshunt Field itself. Indeed, the area so extended has an eastern
boundary of this kind already in great part extant, namely, Berechurch Dyke.* This runs
northward from the Roman River, in a series of straight lengths, some 2 miles east of
Cheshunt Field, and an occupation-site, of the typical Colchester Belgic culture, has been
partly explored just within it at Park F arm.? Farther north, at Monkwick, it crosses the
head of the Birch Brook valley: on its way there, a recent long exposure of it in a ‘tank-
trap’ has led also to the dlscovery of a secondary ditch running in south- castward to it,
from the direction of the air-photograph indications in the Reed Hall quarter (p. 10),
while beyond Monkwick it may be followed with some confidence to the western side of
the modern cemetery.3 Its course northward of Monkwick has in the past been discussed
mainly in confusion with that of a Roman road supposed to issue from the south gate of
the Colonia;# and while it could theoretically be continued this way to meet the line from
Bluebottle Grove, somewhere near St. John’s Abbey (pl. 1) on the edge of the valley that
here bounds the Colonia site, this would at present be mere speculation. Two pre-Roman
cremation-graves, however, have been found in this quarter,5 and though it lies well
within the built-up area of the modern town, its possibilities need not be ignored.

One is at any rate thus left with the impression that an original occupation-area in
Cheshunt Field may have been extended widely to the east and north-east, with a

22; Leeds, Celtic Ornament, 29—30, fig. 10. C.M.). The Joslin (C.M.) grave g (May, 255 and
2 and 3, C.M. Repors, 1913, 12, 13, 14 (2606, 2623, pl. Lxxvr), Claudian likewise, was also found near by
2680, 2719—2727-13), pls. v, vL. (St. Clare Road). See p. 17, with n. 3.
4 (Near St. Clare Road), C.M. Report, 1923, 9 (4310- 1 That the ditch of this lies on the east of its rampart was
4314°22), pl.1v. first confirmed by Mr. Hall in a recent trial excavation near
5 (St. Clare Drive), C.M. Report, 1932, 26, 32, 35 Park Farm.
(2056—2058-31), pl. vii1, 1—2. 2 By Mr. Hall; pottery in C.M.
6 (Behind Lexden Rectory), C.M. Report, 1936—7, 14 3 Investigations lately carried out by Mr. Hall.
(904—906-36), pl. 1v, 1-3. 4+ R.C.HM. Essex, ili, xxviil, and map, 72; H. Laver,

7 (Close to 5, found in 1940) is distinguished especially E.4.8.T. ix, 327.
by its fine series of imported Roman bronze brooches, 5 To the west, in Abbey Field: C.M. Repors, 1905, 16
and is of Early Claudian date, just subsequent to the (851-852-04), pl. 11; Swarling, 21; to the east, near Winsley’s
Conquest: Antig. Journ. xxili (1941), 59-65, ﬁgs Almshouses: C.M. Report, 1906, 14 (rooc1—3-os), pl. 1.
1-3; F.R.S. xxxi, 138, pls. xvi~xvi1 (likewise in Both are in general similar to those at Lexden.
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southern boundary in the Roman River and an ultimate eastern one in Berechurch Dyke.
So large an enclosed space would no doubt have consisted mostly of pasture and arable
land, presumably with occupation-sites, like that at Park Farm, here and there within it.
But it can then all the more easily be conceived as a sort of rural annexe to the focal area of
occupied Camulodunum which the fully developed dyke-system implies to the north of
it, behind Lexden Dyke and adjacent to the Colne.

That that stretch of the river came to require especial protection is shown by the
northward prolongation of Lexden Dyke beyond it as Moat Farm Dyke, which runs up
through the thick clay forest fringing the valley to end (on the modern West Bergholt
road) at the edge of the loam woodland beside the tributary valley of the St. Botolph
Brook. And still farther north, where the westerly of that valley’s two heads issues from
the Boulder-clay forest, lies an earthwork of another kind: a hill-fort, of oval shape, known
as Pitchbury Ramparts. This is strongly placed, a mile north of West Bergholt village,in a
longitude which invites the eye to link it with the dyke-system as a sort of outpost, in line
not with Moat Farm Dyke but with one of the more westerly works, for choice Gryme’s
Dyke. In fact Stukeley, and also Jenkins, suggested that Gryme’s Dyke had been con-
tinued across the Colne, on the west of the St. Botolph valley, to connect with it; and it
was accordingly explored for our Committee in 1933." The connexion was definitely
disproved. Apparently, too, the fort was never properly finished and only temporarily
occupied. However, the few sherds of coarse but wheel-made pottery that were found—
one in the primary silting of the ditch—demand a date for it somewhere in the lifetime of
British Colchester.z The occasion remains obscure. But the hill-fort type of fortification,
obviously enough, was not to the purpose of the men who built the dykes. The ‘general
idea’ of a hill-fort is intensive defence of a single position against capture. But the
‘general idea’ of the dykes is extensive defence of a large tract against penetration; and its
development in this period in Britain can readily be explained in terms of the British art
of war. For, as history and archaeology alike record, the leading weapon of offensive
warfare was the chariot; and it must surely have been against penetration by chariotry
that these dykes were particularly designed. The parallel with the modern ‘tank-trap’,
in fact, is both evident and just. In such a context, the hill-fort idea would inevitably be
outmoded; and the impermanence of Pitchbury, here on the northern outskirts of the
Colchester area, is thus easy to understand. Moat Farm Dyke, on the other hand, belongs
unmistakably to the permanent defensive system, prolonging as it does the line of Lexden
Dyke across the river, to give enhanced protection to our focal area behind.

Of that area the greatest natural strength lies in the secondary ‘peninsula’ (p. 21)
between the biggest of the river’s northward bends and the valley of the small stream
which flows east and north-east to join it near North Bridge. And that is the site of
Sheepen, the scene of the main excavations described in this Report. As will be seen, it

has its own dyke, Sheepen Dyke, three-quarters of a mile behind Lexden Dyke, and the

I The work was directed by Miss Cruso, assisted by Mr. 2 They belong to the class of coarse ware described on
‘Ward-Perkins, Miss Jolliffe, and others. The details will be  p. zo5 below.
published in our Second Report or separately.
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innermost of the whole series resting on the Colne. This runs from the small stream
delimiting the site on the south to the verge of the main river just below Sheepen Ford.
The convenient situation of the ford, and the firm and unforested character of the Colne
flood-plain by it, have already been pointed out (pp. 3—4). And topographically it now
seems clear that Sheepen Dyke marks the inner base of the completed system of the
dykes. We may thus expect the inner focus of British Colchester, whatever the previous
history of its location, to have become finally established behind this dyke, upon the
Sheepen site. The chronology of the dyke-system’s development, and the possible
correlation of its stages with the reigns of the rulers before Cunobelin, in the first phase of
the ‘Belgicization’ of Trinovantian Essex—all this remains as yet unknown. But for the
completed works, with their majestic design and their immense extent, a lesser ruler than
Cunobelin can scarcely be thought responsible; and we believe that at Sheepen we have
the focal point of Camulodunum as he made it.

(6) Roman

It will be seen below that the Sheepen site remained continuously inhabited intc the
early lifetime of the Roman Colonia, its occupation dislocated indeed at the Conquest,
but not actually interrupted. Yet it remained primarily a native concentration. The
Colonia was established on a virgin site, overlooking the tidal Colne half a mile down-
stream. And the Roman military garrison of the first post-conquest years, which the
Colonia was founded to supersede, is to be found neither on that site nor at Sheepen. In
fact, the quarters of the army of invasion have yet to be positively identified. But the
topography of the earliest phase of Roman Camulodunum must have been determined
very largely by their position; and clues to this exist in the traces of the earliest Roman
road-system.

We still know comparatively little of it. But the 1932 air photographs have anyhow
disclosed parts of at least four palpable Roman roads which were previously not known
at all. And selective excavation has shown, in the first place, that these were not of the
build commonly expected of permanent Roman highways, but of a simple construction
suggesting early—and here therefore military—origin; and in the second place, that the
chief permanent Roman highway of the place was not built as such until later, and then
not on the course commonly accepted for it, but on a different one. For the Roman
period, then, our topographical background is incomplete indeed, but it is very largely
new (pl. 1).

The chief permanent highway, naturally, was the main road into Colchester from-
London. Its commonly accepted course was propounded by Henry Laver, in 1885, with
circumstantial details of broad and solid structure.! On crossing the Roman River at
Stanway Bridge,? this course leaves the modern road from London and continues almost

U E.4.8.T. iii (1885), 125-6; hence Codrington, Roman however, wrongly rendered on the Ordnance Survey map,
Roads in Britain® (1918), 183; F.R.S.ix (1919), 151—2, as comparison with these will show.
and R.C.H.M. Essex, iii, xxvii1, with map, 72. His line is, 2 See pl. 1 and inset-map.
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due east across country to the certainly ancient entrance in the middle of Gryme’s Dyke.
But the zigzag whereby it then negotiates the remaining dykes is really that of two
components of the dyke-system itself, which have already been described (pp. 11-12).
The authenticity of both of these has been shown wherever they have been examined by
Mr. Hall or ourselves during the past ten years,” and what Laver took for road-metalling,
in his trench in one of the fields behind Gryme’s Dyke, seems probably to have been the
quite modern filling-surface of the dyke-ditch in that sector. An early or temporary
Roman road, of some simple construction, may well have followed the line of these
two dykes along Laver’s course, through the Gryme’s Dyke entrance and as far as the -
south end of Bluebottle Grove—whatever its further destination. Indeed, at the apex of
the zigzag between those points, where it crosses the intermediate dyke that runs north
into the Triple line, our excavations of 1936 disclosed that the ditch of that dyke had been
bridged by something like a solid artificial causeway, on which such a road may have
been carried. Outside Gryme’s Dyke, again, the air-photographs show a minor road
running south-east (pl. 1: truncated now by a large gravel-pit), which may be a branch
thrown off by such a road on its way from Stanway Bridge. But all this remains to be
proved. And lastly, once past Lexden Dyke at the south end of Bluebottle Grove, Laver
represented his road as making a straight line east-north-eastward, which he believed he
had fully authenticated, to the famous Balkerne Gate in the west wall of the Colonia.?
But Mr. Hall has shown, in a recently published paper,3 that the straightness of this line
cannot be reconciled with the location of Laver’s own evidence of road-metal exposures.
For that evidence, in fact, there is now another explanation.

The key to this is the main discovery which Mr. Hall’s paper records. In the grounds
of the Colchester Royal Grammar School (pl. 1), to the south of the modern London road
and a good quarter of a mile westward from the Colonia, he has discovered a Roman
road of monumental construction with three tracks.# And it seems beyond serious doubt
that this is the permanent highway to Colchester from London. Its direction differs
entirely from the zigzag course propounded by Laver, and takes it a good deal farther
north, through the area of the Lexden British cemetery, where, again just south of the
modern road, evidence of it has twice already come to light.5 A road on this course must
have passed Lexden Dyke where the gravel-digging next the modern road has unhappily
destroyed it (p. 12); and with that point, a little farther west, the modern road itself lines
up, on its way through Gryme’s and the Triple Dyke from Stanway Bridge: probably
then it approximates to the Roman line here, as it does for most of the way from London.
What is remarkable, however, is the deflexion of the Roman line, once within Lexden
Dyke, to head not east for the Colonia but south of east for the Grammar School, where

I These remain to be published when a fuller account of R.C.H.M. Essex, ili, xxviii; metalling and both side-ditches
the whole matter can be given in our Second Report. in grounds of ‘Ethelstow’, St. Clare Drive, 1932, kindly
2 This is nearly opposite the site (pl. 1) of the modern shown us by the late Mr. Philip Laver. The Early Claudian
Union (Workhouse and Infirmary), on which see p. 19 below.  grave 7 of p. 13, n. 5 above was only a few yards from this

8 Fourn. Bris. Arch. Assoc., 3rd ser., vii (1942), 53—5. exposure, and not far east of the other has also been found a
4 ‘A Three-Tracked Roman Road at Colchester’: loc. cit.  pit containing Claudian pottery (in C.M.). For the exposures
53—70. adjoining the Centurion and Longinus tombstones, nearer

5 One side-ditch in St. Clare Road, F.R.S. ix, 152; the Grammar School, see p. 18.
b .
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Mr. Hall has found it. For the date of its structure, from the Decorated Sigillata fragment
and coin of Vespasian found by him associated with it,” appears to be in the last quarter
of the first century, which is also probably the date of the Balkerne Gate, its obvious
western entry into the Colonia. To reach that it must have been deflected back again on
to a course north of east; and this appears to have happened at a point near the south-east
corner of the Grammar School buildings, towards which a second road discovered by
Mr. Hall runs in on an otherwise uncharted course from the north-west.2 Moreover, yet
a third road alined on the Grammar School and not on the Colonia has now been revealed,
this time by the air-photographs. Coming apparently from a crossing of the Roman River
just above the dyke by Oliver’s Farm (p. 10), this runs north-east between Gosbeck’s
Farm and the Cheshunt Field temple, and between there and the Maldon Road its course
has been confirmed by a section cut by us in 1936.3 If all these roads converge upon the
Grammar School, the final stretch thence required to reach the Balkerne Gate will then
have been a short link-road, on an alinement all itsown.* This peculiar arrangement seems
to admit of only one explanation: that the original lines of the Roman road-system were
laid down before the Colonia was founded, and relate not to it but to the location of the
‘original military garrison. The Colonia will then have been simply linked on, as
conveniently as could be managed, to the road-lines thus already existing.

To assume this of course means assuming that the line of the three-tracked road was
originally that of an earlier and less elaborate one. Mr. Hall’s direct excavation-evidence
leaves this an open question;s but it is hard to see why the three-tracked road is not alined
on the Colonia unless its course was so predetermined, and that there was such an earlier
road on the course is made probable, also, by the early date of the two famous Roman
tombstones that have been found beside further exposures of its southern margin near
by.6 That of the Centurion, M. Favonius Facilis of the XXth Legion, just west of the
Grammar School (pl. 1),7 is of mid-first century style, and had a pottery cup of about
A.D. 5s0—b60 in the grave beneath it:® he may thus have been one of the legionary veterans
of the original Colonia. That of the cavalryman Longinus of Sardica, dup/icarius in the
Ist Ala of Thracians, was found just west of this again (pl. 1):9 stylistically no later, it is in
all probability earlier still, when the regiment in question will have belonged to the pre-
Colonia military garrison.r®

t Op. cit. 57.

form 64, on dating of which see pp. 228-9 below. It
2 This is Mr. Hall’s road 3: see p. 19, n. 4.

accompanied the lead ossuary and glass phial, May’s nos.

3 ¥.R.§. xxvil, 240, road (a), with pieces of early Roman
beaker (form 108: p. 237) from eastern side-ditch. Details
to be published in Second Report: site is here marked on

L 1.
F 4 To which two of Laver’s exposures of metalling (p. 17)
have been conjectured by Mr. Hall most probably to belong:
op. cit. 53.

5 Op. cit. 57.

6 Op. cit. §5. .

7 C.I.L.vii, go; E.4.8.T. 0s.v, 87; and, e.g., Furneaux
and Anderson, ed. Tacitus, Agricola (1922), 83, fig. 11.

8 May, Cat. 264, no. 49: his type 133 (pl. xxx1) = our

47-8.

9 In1928: 7.R.S. xvill, 121-3; Antig. Fourn. vili, §27-9;
E.A48.T. xix, 117.

10 Commemorating as it does a serving non-commissioned
officer of 15 years’ standing and only 40 years of age, it seems
to imply the contemporary presence of his regiment in the
Colchester garrison. This was withdrawn in winter 48—9
(p- 7); but the slab is of Bath stone, which can hardly have
been quarried before the Fosse Way frontier was established
past Bath in 47 (cf. Mendip lead-mining, productive by 49:
C.I.L.vii, 1201). The likeliest date for it is therefore 48.
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If then there wasan early road along this line, 'it will no doubt have made junction, some-
where towards Lexden, with a continuation of that on the Sheepen site, to be described
below (pp. 24, 88, 96). This would most naturally be at its now obliterated passage
through Lexden Dyke. And its passage through Gryme’s Dyke, which the great pit
known as King Coel’s Kitchen has long since obliterated likewise, was certainly—and no
less naturally—such a point of junction. For, north of the road from Stanway Bridge,
the air-photographs show two more straight road-lines, previously unknown, diverging
from this spot (pl. 1). One runs slightly north of west; the other, confirmed in a section
cut by usin 1936,% heads almost due north-west, and so suggests the route to Cambridge,3
on which a military road,* continuing to join the Ermine Street at Godmanchester,s must
have been required by 47 for Ostorius’s advance to Lincoln. The road similarly revealed
on the south-west (p. 18), between the Grammar School and the Roman River, runs also
in the direction of an early Roman site, namely Heybridge near Maldon, where various
finds7 suggest a Claudian port on the Blackwater estuary, established presumably as a
military depot (pl. 1, inset). If this road ran on also from the Grammar School north-
eastward, it would reach first the site of the modern Colchester Union (pl. 1), which is
known to have been occupied before the Colonia and indeed before the Conquest,? and
then the Colne about North Bridge, where the exit from the Colonia North Gate® must
also have crossed the river. Further destinations for such roads there must have been,
both here on the north, towards the border of the Iceni, and also on the east, towards the
sea. At Fingringhoe, in particular, on a steep gravel bluff overlooking the mouth and
estuary of the Colne,’ mechanical digging has in recent years disclosed an extensive

I It should be added that a third (early?) Roman stone,
sculptured with a Sphinx, comes from a spot north-east of the
Grammar School beside the presumed line of the link-road
thence to the Colonia ( Fourn. Brit. Arch. Assoc. 1i, 38; Hall,
op. cit. §3, 55); and also, that the earliest extant grave-groups
of the surrounding Colonia West Cemetery as a whole
(R.C.H.M. Essex, iil, 32, no. 3) are definitely of Claudian
date.

2 Details to be published in Second Report: the site,
adjoining Iron Latch Lane some roo yards south of the
railway, is marked on pl. 1.

3 The modern Cambridge road slants across it on a not
very different course, justavoiding King Coel’s Kitchen (pl. 1).

# There 1s no further sign of a Roman road on the route
before Ridgewell, near Haverhill (£.4.8.7. xvii, 190),
where the so-called ‘Via Devana’ crossing the Gog Magog
Hills begins to be traceable (Fox, drch. Camb. Reg. 168—70,
180—2). But when this was given permanent form it may
have been partly re-sited: at the Colchester end, away from
the presumed early line (just recorded) to that of Mr. Hall’s
road 3 at the Grammar School (p. 18, n. 2), which is certainly
a permanent road pointing north-west as required; and at the
Cambridge end, from a crossing of the Cam at Grantchester,
with its doubtless early camp (Fox, loc. cit., and 175-6), to
the permanent one below Cambridge Castle Hill, where,
from the Roman site formerly believed to be late (ibid. 174),

Mr. T. C. Lethbridge now has evidence of a first-century
(but not necessarily a military) occupation: pottery kindly
shown by him to C.F.C.H.

5 For Godmanchester and district, see V.C.H. Hunts. i
(1926); Trans. Cambs. & Hunts. Arch. Soc. v, pt. 7; evidently
early camp-site by the Nene crossing near Castor, Antiguity,
v, 275; xiil, 178-qo, 455—8, with air-photographs showing
associated road closely similar to these at Colchester.

6 Early military tombstones at Lincoln, C.Z.L. vii, 183—4;
also Eph. Ep., ix, p. §57; early archaeological material, e.g.
B.M. Guide, Roman Britain, fig. 66, and in Lincoln Mus.

7 C.M. Report, 1913, 10, 11, pl. 115 1922, g, pl. 11, and 10,
pl. v, top; much Roman pottery in C.M., chiefly Fitch Colln.,
found making railway-cutting south of Heybridge station
(Essex Naturalist, 1i, 231).

8 This site will then have begun life as an adjunct to the
main pre-Conquestsite at Sheepen, and have become thereafter
a western suburb of the Colonia. The finds are of all dates
from Cunobelin to the latest Roman period: they were for
long very numerous, but were not separately mentioned in
C.M. Reports until recent years; more lately the ground has
ceased to be disturbed.

9 A fragmentof which has recently (1944) been discovered.

10 See p. 3. Was it from here that men saw the marine
portents of the Boudiccan revolt(Tacitus, A#nals, xiv, 32, 2)?
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Claudian site, which must surely have been established, like that at Heybridge, as a
military depot-port (pl. 1, inset).!

Further exploration, in fact, both of roads and sites, should have much throughout the
district to reveal, above all in the topography of the Early Roman military occupation.
But it is already clear where that occupation had its most probable centre, namely, in the
region of the Grammar School. And it has now to be added that, along the southern
margin of the three-tracked road there; Mr. Hall has brought to light a large ditch,
suggesting Roman military pattern, 18 ft. in width, stratified below second-century
material and containing mid-first-century pottery at its bottom.2 This ditch is apparently
an unfinished work, and may have been intended for a semi-permanent legionary camp,
abandoned on the foundation of the Colonia. If so, the pre-Colonia garrison must have
occupied other and more temporary camps; and there is level ground suitable for these
throughout the area west and south-west from here towards Lexden Dyke and Blue-
bottle Grove. Indeed, in 1938, test excavations near the middle of this area came upon
certain ditches (pl. 1) of which one,? containing a little Claudian pottery, may well be the
ditch of such a camp, while the pair of lesser ditches found approaching it might then
belong to an annexe. Not far away, again, is the Grammar School playing-field (pl. 1),
which trial excavations by Mr. Hall have already shown to be a place of promise.*
Claudian pottery has also been found farther west near Magazine Farm;5 and it is
probably in this region of open plateau, south of Sheepen and south-west of the Colonia
site, that the main Roman military occupation should be looked for.

The early remains on the Colonia site itself cannot be discussed here. The town-wall
enclosing it was built, as is well known, only after Boudicca’s revolt—probably, indeed,
some time after; but earlier remains, including evidence of the actual Boudiccan destruc-
tion, have been found at a number of places within it. The chief early monument is of
course the Temple of Claudius (pl. 1), the substructure of which may be seen in the great
vaults, now cleared of their earth filling, under the Norman keep of Colchester Castle.
- It is projected that our Second Report shall include a description of this and the adjoining
buildings studied in the excavations of 1927-8 and 19373, together with a full account of
discoveries made elsewhere within the town since the publication of the Royal Commis-
sion’s volume in 1922. Among the latter particular mention need be made here only of
the remarkable pottery-shop, the burnt remains of whose stock were found in 1927
beneath premises in the High Street.” Pieces of over 600 vessels of Terra Sigillata, along
with unglazed pottery and much fused glass, make this an exceptionally well-dated

20

I The fine collection of early Roman material comes from
orderly alinements of shallow pits in the gravel, and has been
kindly shown us by the collector, the Rev. G. M. Benton,
F.S.A. A trial excavation here in 1937 also traced a building
of the third century (¥.R.§. xxviil, 189) which had incor-
porated re-used semicircular bricks of the type noted on
p- 348 below.

2 Hall, op. cit. 54 (fig. 2, 4), 56, §7.

3 Along the eastern edge of field (O.5.) 1225; further
work here is in contemplation, with a view to the Second

Report.

4 Details kindly communicated by him; further work here,
too, is hoped for. ’

5 In C.M.

6 On the discovery in 1931 of part of a southern entrance
into the surrounding forum or precinct, and its relation to
certain finds at Sheepen, see pp. 348—9 below.

7 Hull, £.4.8.T. xix, 277 ff.; xx, 211 ff. Summaries:
Antig. Fourn. ix, 37; F.R.S. xvil, 203; Macdonald, Roman
Britain 1914-28, 78-9. See below, pp. 39, 56.
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deposit, and there can scarcely be any doubt that the shop was sacked and burnt in the
Boudiccan destruction. The pottery will then make valuable comparison with that here
to be published from the Sheepen site.

To the Sheepen site, then, we must now finally turn. Every known stage in the history
of Camulodunum, from the time of Cunobelin to the morrow of the revolt of Boudicca,
is there faithfully represented. The site can in fact be studied, in the perspective we have
sought to give it in the foregoing pages, as a unique document of the transition from
Prehistoric to Roman Britain.

4. THE SHEEPEN SITE: DISCOVERY AND EXCAVATION
(2) S1TE AND DISCOVERY

Sheepen has already been described as a peninsula within the Colchester area. The
clay-bottomed valley of a small stream, beginning a short distance north-east of the
cemetery-site at Lexden, runs eastward, roughly parallel to the Colne, to cut off from
the main gravel plateau a bold projecting hill. This is the twin of the more easterly bluff
occupied by the Colonia, from which it is separated by the outfall of the little valley as it
bends north, below the Union site, to reach the main river. The hill is flat-topped and,
except for its broad westerly neck by the head of the stream, steep-sided. It rises to
rather over 100 ft. O.D., and consists of well-drained gravel and sand with some clayey
loam on the north-west. In a slight hollow in its northern face rise Sheepen Springs,
until recently the principal source of Colchester’s water-supply. And, as has been pointed
out above (pp. 3—4, 1 5—~16), it runs down to the Colne on the north-east in the one place
where the habitable loam and gravel flood-plain has no naturally wooded skirt of London
Clay, and where a convenient river-crossing lies to hand in Sheepen Ford. Until recently
nearly all the area belonged to Sheepen Farm, and the field on the hill-top (O.S. no. 496)
used to be known as ‘Fort Field’, commemorating its fortification, traces of which will be
encountered presently, by Colonel Ewer of the Parliamentary army that besieged
Colchester in 16438.

Discoveries of earlier date were first recorded in the manuscript journal of William
Wire, a Colchester watchmaker who was a keen antiquary and an early friend of Roach
Smith.! Under January 2, 1843, Wire describes how the farmer, Mr. Ball, showed him
what were evidently pits, one with a hard floor and containing Roman pottery and bone,
on the south of what is now the diagonal foot-path (then a hedgerow) dividing field 496,
‘and told him of others he had found elsewhere. Clear traces of Mr. Ball’s diggings have
been met with in our excavations (pp. 81, 85, 91), and he continued to discover and Wire
to record ancient remains on the north slope of the hill for the next five or six years. In
1845 specimens were sent for exhibition to the Archaeological Association: they in-
cluded coins of Cunobelin, Claudius, Domitian, Pius, and M. Aurelius, a so-called
‘Celtic key’ of iron, and fragments of glass.2 Under January 5, 1844, Wire notes that

I Preserved, with his Album, in the Library of the Essex indebted for transcripts to Mr. E. J. Rudsdale.
Archaeological Society (Holly T'rees, Colchester): we are 2 According to Arck. Fourn. i, 156.
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sixteen years before about ‘half a pint’ of coins had been found when a bank was dug
near the farm-house, and there are several references to layers of ‘very hard made earth,
exhibiting the presence of lime’. On one occasion he speaks of the site as ‘the villa’, but
this was doubtless only a theory, inspired by the contemporary discovery by ]enkms of
what was thought to be the ‘villa’ at Cheshunt Field (p. 10). He reports Samian ware
as common, including ‘two dishes the size of salt-cellars’; also the potter’s stamp BELLICI,
‘2 of an amphora’, and, more surprisingly, ‘fragments of a brass or copper chair’. None
of these finds are now identifiable in the Colchester and Essex Museum, but some are
probably merged in the Roach Smith, Pollexfen, and other collections in the British
Museum.! After 1848 the relevant entries in his journal cease.

The next discovery was made in March 1877, when at the south-west corner of the
hill-top field five second-century Roman pottery-kilns were brought to light. Their
excavation was recorded by Joslin,? with whose collection the surviving finds came to the
Colchester and Essex Museum,? and the best kiln is still preserved under a built cover
and has earned the field the nickname of ‘the Potter’s Field’. For the ancient occupation
of the north slope of the hill Wire’s records remained the only evidence until 1905, when
a water-main was laid along Sheepen Road and past the farm. The finds, collected
by Dr. Henry Laver and now in C.M,, included several good brooches (pp. 311, 313,
320, NOS. 42, 50, 64, 118).. Nothing further was noted till 1923, when the attention of
Mr. Hull was attracted by Roman potsherds turned -up in the two gravel and sand pits
(pl. cvir) south of the farm. Occupation was clearly attested in the exposed sections, and
the finds included imported pottery which appeared to antedate the Roman Conquest.*
During the following years observation on these pits was maintained by Messrs. E. J.
Rudsdale and G. W. Farmer, and a quantity of pottery, coins, bronze objects, &c., nearly
all of the first two-thirds of the first century, was presented to the museum by the former
in 1930, and some additional coins were purchased.s

Meanwhile in 1926 a water-main was laid along Sheepen Road and across field 613 at
the northern foot of the hill; quantities of pottery, &c., were obtained, in date at least as
early as Claudius, and were presented to the museum next year by Mr. Philip Laver.
It was in describing these that emphasis was first laid on the early date and obvious
importance of the site.6 With the few exceptions inevitable on the outskirts of such a
town as Roman Colchester, all the remains were earlier than about A.p. 65, and as well
as excellent native pottery there was much early imported fine ware, in significant con-
trast to the notable absence of Arretine and the contemporary wares of Belgic Gaul from
the Colonia itself. Mr. Hull concluded: ‘Provisionally one may perhaps regard this (the
Sheepen site) as pre-Roman Camulodunum, whether burnt on capture or allowed to

! e.g.a brooch purchased by the museum at the Whincopp  rodor, xli (1930), 31, 60, 66.
Sale at Sotheby’s in June 1856 (our type XVIII B, p. 323) 18 3 May, Catalogue, 173—6 and pl. Lxx.
labelled ‘Colchester, W. W.’, presumably Wire’s initials, and 4 C.M. Report, 1924, 13 (4581-6, 23).
in the Pollexfen collection (1870), as well as other brooches, 5 Ibid, 1931, 2, 5, 6, 10 ff,, 16 ff,, 21 ff,, 24 £, 33—4,
&c., of the right period for the site, are some Roman iron 35 ff.; 1932, 40 ff. The principal pleces in this collection
weapons which now seem likely to have come from this source  have been incorporated in the present report.
also (cf. pl. civ). 6 Ibid., 1928, 22—30.

2 EAS8T. ns.1(1874), 192 ff.; cf. Grimes, ¥ Cymm-
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exist until the Colony was built.” He went on to stress the probabilities of a lively trade
with the Continent before the Roman Conquest, and of a native pottery industry of
remarkable excellence.

Accordingly, when in 1929 the plans for the Colchester By-pass road were produced,
it was at once realized that excavation along its line, running as it did past the foot of the
hill and right across the occupied area, was a matter of immediate urgency. The forma-
tion of the Colchester Excavation Committee followed as recorded in the Preface, and
work was begun in June 1930. When the last trenches were finished in September 1939
_the excavation had accounted for nearly all the site. The key discovery was that it had
been defended by a dyke of its own. As is seen on pl. 1, Sheepen Dyke completes the
main dyke-system in its final form by protecting with a last line of defence, approxi-
mately half a mile in length, this inner kernel of the British capital.

(6) ExcavaTIoN, 1930-9

The excavations began at the northern end of the site, along the strip of land now
covered by the By-pass road. It was here, in July 1930, that Mr. J. N. L. Myres first
discovered Sheepen Dyke. Its rampart had been almost entirely destroyed, but its ditch,
our ditch I, was found to run north-north-east to south-south-west across the By-pass
line, interrupted by a stake-supported causeway of natural gravel, representing a north-
west entrance opening towards Sheepen Ford. The primary silt yielded a great mass of
pottery and other finds which could be attributed to the period of Cunobelin, and over
it the material of the destroyed rampart had been redeposited, forming a thick sealing
layer. The surface of this was covered by two successive layers yielding mainly Claudian
remains, which were linked stratigraphically with contemporary occupation-sites on and
adjoining the levelled remains of the rampart. Further occupation-sites, pits, and ditches
were found east-north-eastward along the By-pass line, sometimes singly, sometimes
forming distinct stratified sequences in which native and early Roman features could be
distinguished in due succession.

When in 193 5 excavation was extended to the field between the By-pass and Sheepen
Road, similar results were obtained: native had been followed by early Roman occupa-~
tions, the latter notable in one region for a considerable metal industry, and the sequence
had come to an end, after signs of burning, before late Flavian times, when a temple of
Romano-Celtic type was built in the middle of the area, standing in a large walled
precinct of irregular plan, with a small two-roomed building added outside its south-
west corner, and later, in the third century, a smaller Romano-Celtic temple outside its
north-west corner. These later buildings will be published in our Second Report.
Further finds, of both later and earlier periods, were made when in 1936—7 St. Helena’s
School was built where it now stands in this area.

West of the school buildings the site had been traversed by a V-shaped ditch, first
located in 1930, running nearly at right angles towards the line of the dyke, which it met
and crossed just over the site of the original entrance causeway above mentioned. Cutting
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as it did here through the filling of the dyke and the overlying layers, this ditch was
apparently post-Claudian, though none the less pre-Flavian; for part of its course its
southern, presumably inner, side was followed by a narrow palisade-trench.

In 1931 and 1934 excavation was carried westward along the By-pass and back to pick
up the line of the dyke in the field north-east of Sheepen Farm; it disclosed further
native occupation outside the dyke line and also early Roman features, in particular an
abandoned aqueduct-leading apparently from Sheepen Springs, and, between this and
the dyke and later than the filling of either, a brick-built tile-kiln. Past the kiln, and
later again, ran a V-shaped ditch similar to that just mentioned; this was our ditch II,
and it continued almost parallel to the dyke up the hill south-south-west beyond the
farm, where the more extensive excavations of 1931~2 revealed a much fuller picture.

The dyke was there found to pursue its same course from the gravel-pit, where it had
been found exposed in 1930, up to and on beyond the south-east corner of the Sheepen
Springs catchment-enclosure; it had been filled in, mainly by the levelling of its attend-
ant rampart,’in 2 manner exactly analogous to that observed in the By-pass sector, and
likewise also the surface of the filling had been occupied in two successive periods for
habitation, the dwellings being small clay-floored huts. Further, a little way short of the
catchment-enclosure corner were found signs of an original west entrance, which had
apparently been similar to the north-west entrance attested on the line of the By-pass.
The dyke here made a slight change of direction, and also narrowed to less than half its
full width; moreover, this narrow stretch was devoid of primary silting. The facts
pointed to the former presence of an entrance-causeway, cut away very shortly before
the dyke was finally filled in, and this notion was confirmed by the sequel to the filling.
Precisely this point had been chosen for the laying across it of two successive early
Roman roads, corresponding to the two periods of hut-habitation just mentioned. The
coincidence could scarcely be accidental, and probable traces of an original entrance-
revetment were encountered on the line of the otherwise vanished rampart.

Farther east, the later of the two roads had been flanked by important timber struc-
tures. That on the south was a stout linear revetment, that on the north a long building
with slot-bedded wattle-and-daub walls supported by substantial timber posts. The
material here was predominantly of the period Claudius—Nero, a dating confirmed in
numerous pits in the vicinity. Similar remains were found near the dyke line farther
south, only less well preserved. On the west, the road-crossing over the filled-in dyke
was flanked by huts as above noticed, and a little way beyond and north of both roads
was a large excavation in the natural sand, the bottom of which held the traces of hori-
zontally laid timber beams, flanking a central hollow and covered by a mixed mass of
infilling yielding great quantities of slag and bronze fragments suggesting the work of
Roman military metal-workers.

The activity thus attested, and the main Roman occupation of all this part of the site,
with its pits, huts, and timber structures, had suffered violent destruction by fire. The
mass of burnt wreckage was very great, and there were datable remains in plenty to show
that this disaster had occurred about the middle of the reign of Nero. It had been
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closely followed by the digging of ditch II, which has already been noticed running
up the hill a little outside and almost parallel to the filled-in dyke. Maintaining this
alinement, it cut abruptly across both the Roman roads, but had apparently an entrance
of its own a short distance north of these, where a branch ditch curved out from it in the
manner of the c/aviculae that protect the entrances of many Roman camps. Its existence
was, however, brief, and its levelling, covered in one place farther north by a fresh hut-
site, was here simply succeeded by the filling up of the metal-working hollow and other
part-filled pits and the digging and filling of several fresh pits to dispose of the wreckage
of the great fire. Some gravel metalling was put down over the rubbish along the line of
the road, and with that, apart from a superficial scatter of second-century remains in one
or two places, the occupation ended.

Excavation was continued from here in 1938 eastward and downhill along the Roman
road-line, which was found to have been intermittently flanked by intensive occupations
of the Claudius—Nero period, mainly industrial. Metal-working was particularly pro-
minent, and when finally the road turned to the north it made towards the similar
industrial area already noticed near the later temple enclosure. There were, however,
signs that it had superseded an older native track, and a primary objcctivc for the latter
was apparent a short distance east of the northward turn: namely a native occupation-site
of especial 1mportancc which had been very thoroughly destroyed and succeeded by
early Roman occupations. This was discovered in 1930, when also trenching was carried
still farther east and south over what is now a playing-field, disclosing again mainly early
Roman occupations; in the far south-east corner metal-working had continued to
Flavian times, but the important site just mentioned had then been levelled over after
abandonment. Both there and normally elsewhere, this seemed to have taken place under
Nero, when the road was re-gravelled after the same violent general conflagration along
its line as we have already noticed farther west. Just by the turn of the road this destruc-
tion had overtaken a pottery-kiln in active use, and near by the unfinished pit-emplace-
ment of another.

Occupation was sparser farther up this eastern side of the hill, and on its top remains
had suffered from denudation, but, as was discovered first in 1932 and established fully
in 1934, the dyke there continued on its south-south-westerly course. Some 275 yards
from the original west entrance already spoken of, it had stopped at a south-west en-
trance, its end forming the apex of a sharp corner where its alinement was met by that
of a dyke of slightly smaller proportions, ditch Is. This slanted off south-eastward down
the southern face of the hill, to end some 300 yards away on the bank of the stream that
forms the natural south boundary of the site. However, the original dyke, ditch I, had
at some time been extended from the apex of the corner also south-westward, by means
of ditch Ia, also of slightly smaller proportions, which thus covered the south-west.
entrance and proceeded under the end portion of what is now Sussex Road, to end 340
yards away, in the grounds of Kingswode Hoe, on the bank of the same stream but oo
yards higher up its course. There was a good deal of destroyed early Roman occupation,
and also some native, east and south of this entrance, and all three dykes had been filled

E
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in together, though at first incompletely, in early Roman times, when in addition to sand
and gravel digging in various places, clay-pits had been worked on the west of the site,
one of them cutting across ditch I and also the later ditch II.

Just south of this pit, ditch II, having so far run along continuously outside ditch I,
was found to turn inwards and cut right across its filling, thus clearly demonstrating its
own later date in the same way as the similar ditch in the By-pass sector, which it further
here resembled in being accompanied by a palisade-trench. It was then itself cut across
by pits containing Neronian but no later material, and ran on, together with its palisade-
trench, on -a south-easterly course nearly parallel to but inside ditch Is. While on this
course, excavated in 1932, it was interrupted by an entrance, with the emplacement of
a four-posted gate-structure on the line of the palisade, which had very soon been
destroyed and covered by a Roman gravel road. Thereafter it bent round east and
north-east, and was traced in 1938 and 1939 to an apparently unfinished end far down
the eastern slope of the hill.

There were some substantial but scattered sites of native habitation in this region,
excavated in 1938, and among a number of early Roman pits the earliest yielded material
notable for the wreckage of an apparently native metal industry, which subsequent
research suggests was that of a British mint, producing bronze coins of Cunobelin.
Roman occupation still appeared to break off under Nero, and but for a few later burials
there was only one subsequent feature of interest.

This was the remarkable group of Roman pottery-kilns discovered on the south-
eastern slope of the hill in 1933, belonging to the latter half of the second century.
There were eight in all, and the largest proved to have been devoted to the manufacture,
not hitherto attested in this country, of Terra Sigillata or Samian ware. The excavation
of these kilns! and their contemporary surroundings will be published in our Second
Report.

The main occupation of the site then seemed to fall wholly in the first two-thirds of the
first century A.D. Further, through all its complexity of detail, it seemed to be broadly
divisible into six periods. First, that in which the original defences and their adjuncts
were standing, and the contemporary occupation within them flourishing.- The material
from this was all apparently earlier than the Roman Conquest, and most naturally
assignable to the reign of Cunobelin. Second, the period when the defences were levelled
and a large part of their ditches filled in. Third and fourth, the two successive periods of
the ensuing early Roman occupation, one seemingly Claudian, the other extending from
Claudius to Nero and associated with timber building, especially along the principal
road, and with signs of intensive activity, in particular industrial activity, over great
parts of the site. Fifth, directly following the destruction by fire apparent in many places,
that represented by ditch IT and its palisade. Sixth, a brief and uneven occupation after
these were again levelled, in which the site was put in order, not for restoration but
for abandonment,

The amount of material recovered was prodigious, but great quantities of it came from

! Interim reports: [//ustrated London News, Jan. 20, 1934; Germania, xviil, 27 ff.; F.R.S. xxiv, 210-11.
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stratified deposits with definite relation to major features of the site-plan, and with the
internal evidence especially of coins, and the external evidence of a known historical
context, it appeared possible to establish a firm chronological scheme, whereby the
significance of the whole could be interpreted.

5. THE SHEEPEN SITE: STRATIFICATION AND CHRONOLOGY
(General plan, pl. cxu1y diagram, fig. 1)

The conception of six periods to which the foregoing account has led is based primarily
on the stratification of the Sheepen Dyke, which, with the essentially consistent sequence
of deposits within and over it, binds most of the site’s major features together in time no
less than in space. Using the dyke deposits and these connected features as a key, each of
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Fic. 1. Diagram of the key-stratification at Sheepen, showing the typical succession of deposits from
period I to period VL

the six periods will now be taken successively, and the evidence for the chronology of
each summarized in turn. The periods are numbered in Roman figures from I to VI.

Period 1, initial date
On the line of the By-pass road, the dyke rampart accompanying ditch I had not been

entirely destroyed, and some of the original ground-surface beneath it could be recog-
nized. That surface yielded a little native pottery, of three common forms belonging to
the pre-Roman Belgic repertory.r This is no evidence for an effective occupation of the
site before the dyke was contemplated. In amount it is scanty enough to be attributable
without unreason to the actual builders of the dyke, and in type it falls wholly within the
immensely larger series of native pottery found in the primary silting of their ditch I
(fig. 1). This silting, and also a number of the pits and occupation-sites elsewhere,
yielded such native pottery in quantity, and confirmed its native character by freedom

! p. 256: forms 217, 218, 271 (pp. 259, 272: pls. LXXV, LXXXIV).
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from any association demonstrably later than the Roman Conquest. But in all such
groups of any appreciable size the pottery of purely native fabric was accompanied, and
indeed exceeded in quantity, by ware showing that fabric modified in the direction
of romanization.! In other words, the presence of ‘romanizing’ native ware must be
- accepted from the begmmng of the occupation. And not only this, but the typology of
both the ‘romanizing’ and purely native wares forbids us to seek the beginning of the
occupation (at the earliest) at all far back in the first century B.c. For our site, in con-
trast to the earlier Belgic stronghold of Wheathampstead, can nowhere show any effective
group of pottery acceptable as earlier than the first appearance of Roman influence in
British potting, whether in fabric or in forms. And in pointing the analogous contrast
‘between Wheathampstead and Belgic Verulamium (Prae Wood), this first appearance of
Roman influence has been dated to approximately the last quarter of the first century B.C.2
Taken by itself, our native pottery would thus suggest an initial date for the site some-
~ where in the years on either side of A.p. 1. But it cannot be taken by itself. For in the
dyke from the very bottom of the ditch-silting, and in every stratified deposit of any size
elsewhere, it is accompanied by some amount of continental pottery, imported from
within the Roman Empire. Nowhere on the site can one distinguish an initial phase of
occupation before the appearance of such 1mported wares, any more than before that of
Roman influence in native potting. In the circumstances this is not surprising, since the
two are naturally connected. The imported wares can then be used to date the beginning
of the occupation. And their continental chronology can date it more closely than could
the British pottery evidence alone.

The leading imported ware is Arretine, the red-glazed Terra Sigillata made primarily
at Arretium and elsewhere in Italy, but also in unidentified secondary centres in Gaul.
Plain forms in this ware were quite plentiful,? and in the stratified deposits of this first
period occurred unmixed with the standard Sigillata of South Gaulish make which
supervened later. These deposits also produced a number of Arretine potters’ stamps.
The forms have no near parallels at the Roman camp-site of Oberaden in Germany,
occupied ¢. 12-8 B.C., but plenty in the late Augustan occupation of that at Haltern,
abandoned a.p. 16, which occupation none of the stamps need (and hardly any could)
antedate.* Of the few decorated Arretine pieces found,s none are earlier than the earliest
plain pieces. The Arretine ware thus points to an initial date late in the reign of Augus-
tus. The other imported pottery comprises the Gallo-Belgic ware, both red and black,
which was only just beginning to be made at the time of the abandonment of Oberaden,
but became a standard product of Belgic Gaul soon afterwards.® Here again the earliest
forms and potters’ stamps have their first parallels in plenty at late Augustan Haltern.?
The same is true of the rest of the imported pottery, the bulk of it flagons, jugs, and other
vessels in pale wares, where it admits of any dating at all equally close.? In short, on the

! pp. 205~7. 6 pp. 202—205.

2 Wheeler, Verulamium, 12, 44—5, 149 ff. 7 Forms, pp. 215 ff,, pls. XLIX-LIX: stamps, pp. 2C7—13,
5, 149 pp- 215 i, P Ps, PP

3 pp. 180 £, pls. xx1%, X1, cf. fig. 43. pls. XLv-XLvIIL.

4 pp. 191 ff, pl. x1I. 5 pp. 168 £, pl. xx. 8 pp. 204, 241 ., pls. Lix~Lxx11I.
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testimony of imported pottery the beginning of the occupation, in round figures, must
be placed between A.p. 1 and 20. And the single date to be accepted as best fitting all
the evidence under this head is ¢. A.p. 10. Of the other finds recognizable as earlier than
the Roman Conquest, the most valuable chronologically are the brooches: these are
wholly consistent with the same conclusion, including nothing, whether imported or
‘native, which requires a date as early as the first century B.c. The same applies to all the
remaining metal and other objects found.z

"~ The import trade so attested continued until it was overtaken by the much greater
volume of importation which followed the Roman Conquest. That is, it lasted through-
out the reigns of Tiberius and Caligula to the first years of Claudius. Now the contem-
porary ruler at Camulodunum was of course Cunobelin, and side by side with the
archaeological dating just propounded for the site we may now set the numismatic dating
obtainable for his coins. The first coinage of Cunobelin struck at Camulodunum is the
only evidence there is for the date of his accession, and Mr. Allen, on wholly numismatic
grounds, gives this first coinage an initial date also ¢. A.D. 10.3  Examples of it were found
in the excavations, followed by a large series representing his subsequent issuest and
covering the whole period of his minting activity, to which may also be ascribed distinc-~
tive industrial remains.5 In fact, of the total of 130 British coins excavated and identifi-
able, those of Cunobelin amount to at least 110 and probably 116, that is, to between
85 and go per cent. On the other hand, those assignable to his local predecessors Adde-
domarus and Dubnovellaunus, and to his father Tasciovanus, amount between them to
no more than g or 1o, or less than 8 per cent.,a figure so small as to be explained far more
readily by their sporadic survival after Cunobelin’s accession than by any occupation of
the site before him. The coin-evidence therefore gives ¢. A.D. 10 as the date not only of
Cunobelin’s accession but also probably of the site’s initial occupation.

Now topographically it has been shown that Sheepen was the inner focus of the
Colchester dyke-system in its final form, which has appeared to be a pre-Roman Belgic
achievement, and from its extent and complexity should be the work of Cunobelin
rather than his lesser predecessors. For historically we know that unlike them he ruled
in Camulodunum as the capital of a great Belgic power and dominion. We know also
that this was the period when Britain was a familiar island to the Romans, while not yet
ripe for conquest.® The pre-conquest Roman imports and influence which attest that
familiarity at Sheepen are associated and coeval with the site’s defences, and the topo-
graphy of the dykes combines with the evidence of coin-finds to point to Cunobelin as its
founder. Lastly, the imports give the foundation the same approximate date as the coins
give Cunobelin’s accession, namely ¢. A.p. 10.7 Sheepen is thus the inner focus of the
Camulodunum that he made his capital, and his accession and its foundation may be

! pp. 308 ., pls. LXXXIX~XCVIIL. 7 The Varus disaster in the previous year g must have been
z pp. 329 ff, pls. xcix—cv. Mention must here be made a severe shock to the industrial and commercial expansion of
of three pieces of imported glass vessels: p. 289. Gaul and the Rhineland, which had been reckoning on all
3 p.133. 4 pp. 136 ., pls. xvi—xvi. Germany up to the Elbe as an unhindered market. It would
5 pp. 129 £, pl. xvL. be natural to turn to recouping some of the loss by fresh

6 Strabo, Geggr. iv, 5, 3. enterprise in Britain,
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accepted as simultaneous and related events. Their date, ¢. A.D. 10, is then the initial
date of period I.

Period I, terminal date: Period I1

No sign of any break in the period I occupation is given either by its deposits or their
datable contents. But next, with period II, the defences of the site were suddenly dis-
mantled and their ditches largely filled in with the material of the ramparts. Before that
they had indeed been strengthened, but (as far as could be discovered) by two modifica-
tions only. One was the addition of ditch Ia, and its now vanished rampart, at the south-
west corner; the other was the cutting through of the causeway across ditch I at the
west entrance. The latter, from the absence of primary ditch-silting in the cut (con-
trasting with the abnormally large amount which the causeway had made accumulate on
its south or uphill side), must have been carried out immediately before the whole was
filled in with rampart-material in period II. Such a cutting through of a principal
entrance-causeway implies a state of emergency at the end of period I, and this may like-
wise account for the addition of ditch Ia to the south-west. For this contained little or
no primary silting either, and its effect was toaugment the defended area by a large annexe,
at the same time shutting in the south-west entrance.’ Directly afterwards, then, the
defences were dismantled, and the great area they had protected reduced to an open site.
Now the imported pottery in the period I deposits certainly covers the whole reign of
Tiberius (to A.D. 37), and it includes examples of the latest Arretine platter-forms
known,! and a few of Gallo-Belgic forms scarcely earlier than the accession of Claudius
(A.D. 41).2 About or just after the latter year Cunobelin died, and in 43, after a brief
and troubled interval, there followed the Roman invasion and the fall of Camulodunum.
If the deposits of period II can on positive grounds of their own be assigned to the
moment or immediate morrow of that event, then the terminal date of period I will be
A.D. 43, ditch Ia and the cutting of the west entrance causeway will be understandable
as last-minute measures of defence against the Roman advance, and the dismantling of
the defences will receive its most natural explanation in terms of history.

Nearly all the material found in the period IT infilling of the dyke ditches is of identical
character with that in the period I'silting beneath it. It isin fact simply period I rubbish
redeposited. But it also includes a small but significant body of entire novelties. To
begin with, in the main filling of ditch I were found two Roman bronze coins: no. 189,
an as perhaps of Claudius, and no. 260, smaller and illegible; and in a possibly slightly
later part of the filling of ditch Ia was another as, no. 137, of Claudius and in very fair
condition, suggested to be an orthodox issue of A.D. 41.3

Also, the main filling of ditch Is produced a Republican silver denarius, no. 4, of
¢. 87 B.c., condition fair to worn.# Now there is some independent evidence for an
occasional and limited penetration of Roman silver here before the conquest, so that this
denarius may have first arrived on the site during period I, though it is at least equally

! Forms s4 and s6, pp. 1823, pl. xxx1x. 3 pp. 147, 162, with 112,
2 e.g. forms 14, 16, p. 220, pl. XLIX. * pp. 144, 153, 161, with 114.
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likely to have done so at the conquest. But for Roman aes there is no such evidence,
either here or elsewhere. Its first arrival on the site cannot be thought earlier than the
conquest, and in the circumstances must then have accompanied it. Therefore these
bronze coins are good evidence that the ditch-filling followed the conquest. Moreover,
their extreme fewness, in so large and productive a total volume of filling excavated,
suggests that it followed the conquest very quickly.!

Next, with one piece of imported glass (p. 289), there is the imported pottery. The
Slgﬂlata in the period I deposits was all Arretine. Though this might include plain-ware
pieces, especially of late forms, provincial in appearance and even verging towards
recognized South Gaulish character standard South Gaulish Sigillataz only appears with
period II. Actually, the lowest stratiﬁed South Gaulish piece in the dyke deposits is a
decorated fragment of form Dr. 29, typologically pre-Claudian or early Claudian, found
in the bottom of ditch I near its original south end where the primary silt and the first
filling-deposit, both shallow and of loose sand, were not clearly distinguishable.? There
is, however, no independent evidence for standard South Gaulish Sigillata in Britain
before the conquest, and despite the theoretical possibility of a period I date for this
piece, it cannot justifiably be dissociated from the three fragments of Dr. 29 found
stratified in the filling of ditch I elsewhere, which are indisputably of period II. Typo-
logically one of these is pre-Claudian, the other two early Claudian.# The same filling
produced two South Gaulish potters” stamps, respectively of Masclus and Scotius or
Scotnus: the latter’s earliest known pieces (and this one) are Tiberian, the former’s early
Claudian.’ And of plain South Gaulish Sigillata the filling produced over twenty pieces,
of forms Dr. 15/17, 18, 24/25, 27, and Ritt. 5, 8, g, 12,5 all acceptably Claudian
specimens. The period’s Gallo-Belgic form-list adds little or nothing chronologically to
that of period I, and the same is true of the pale wares but for one exception: the Roman
flanged-rim mortarium now makes its first appearance on the site, in a gritted form
common at the Claudian camp-site of Hofheim in Germany, and here represented in the
same filling by just two examples.” Also, a continental-Roman make of carinated coarse-
ware bowl now appears, with six examples from this filling:8 they mark the first introduc-
tion to the site of Roman kitchen pottery, a noticeable contrast to the superior fabrics
handled by the regular import trade. The only Roman brooches here certainly handled
by that trade before the conquest are of the thistle and Langton Down types,® but the
period II filling of ditch IB produced the first stratified specimens of the Aucissa type,°
well known in Claudian associations elsewhere in Britain. The inferences from this small
but well-stratified series are clear. Period II, represented by the destruction and main
ditch-filling of the Sheepen Dyke, marks the introduction to the site of wholly new kinds
of Roman material from the Continent, which are absent here in period I, and unknown

! pp. 1541, 161 ff. Z pp. 180, 19I. 7 p. 254, form 192 (pl. Lxx1): table, p. 280.

3 pp. 170, 177; pl. xx11, 25. 8 p. 264, form 242 (pl. Lxxx): table, p. 281.

4 p. 177; pl. xxx11, 4; pl. xxv, 17, I9. ) 9 pp- 316, 317, types Xc and XII. See also (p. 312) the
5 pp. 195—200, nos. 128, 163 (pl. xruI). - evidence for type VIa, a continental La Tene III develop-

6 Table, p. 188, period II column (where figures exclude ment.
small fragments). 10 p, 321, type XVII, nos. 133, 137 (pls. xcvi—xcv).
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in Britain before the Roman Conquest. Its date, indicated by the coins and pottery in .
combination, is certainly Claudian, and probably early Claudian—a probability which
will be found strongly confirmed by the chronology of the subsequent periods. But
contemporary Roman material must have begun to reach the site immediately on its
capture by Claudius himself in the year of conquest. The period should then be dated
from that year, A.D. 43.

The case for this is clinched by the discovery in the period II filling of ditch IB of a
fragment of bronze binding from a Roman soldier’s shield, of two other fragments of
such binding, and of a Roman military apron-mount; higher in the filling of ditches Is
and Ia occurred two more bronze fittings from Roman military equipment, respectively
an apron-stud and the D-piece of a buckle, while in the filling of the period I pit D14,
the equivalent of a period II deposit, occurred another, a small belt- or strap-hmge I
Roman troops were then present when these fillings were deposited; and in the circum-
stances this must mean the troops of the Claudian conquest. It is only to be expected
that the Command would put in hand the levelling of these inner defences of Camulo-
dunum very soon after their capture. It must have been supervised by the army, using
its own or prisoner labour, and the small amount of military and other contemporary
Roman material included in the fillings will have found its way there in the course of the
work. But the far greater amount of period I material in them must have come from the
clearing of the ground adjacent, and no doubt unwanted period I pits, minor ditches,
and occupation-sites were filled and levelled at the same time. The time taken to
destroy the defences cannot be precisely estimated, but an ample margin will be given.
if the filling-deposits of period II proper are dated A.D. 43/44.

Period II1-111

However, parts of ditch I, and a good deal of ditches Ia and Is, were at first not filled
up completely. Sometimes the filling is visibly divided into a lower and an upper portion
by a greater or less thickness of black refuse-matter: in these cases the lower only has been
assigned to period II, and the interval which may separate the upper from it has been
allowed for by classing the latter (with the dividing black matter) as of period II-III.
The same precaution has been taken where, as in parts of ditch Ia, the filling is not
stratified beneath a clear period III sealing-layer. From these period II-III deposits
came the coin of Claudius no. 137 and the apron-stud (the buckle-piece is strictly of
period III) noticed above, and also seven Tiberian/early Claudian and Claudian pieces
of Decorated Sigillata form 29,2 the presence of which here effectively supports the
chronological scheme.

Period II1

This period marks the beginning of the Roman occupation proper. Its relative date is
clearly established by the occupation-layer immediately overlying the period II or II-III

I pp. 335—40: fig. 63, cf. 2; pl. cu1, 235, cf. 30, cf. 9, and 22. 2 Noticed accordingly on p. 177 below.
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filling of ditch I (fig. 1). From this layer, and deposits in direct stratigraphic connexion
with it, was obtained the assemblage of material used as primary evidence for the period’s
absolute dating. This is headed by four Roman coins from the layer itself:* one illegible,
two of Augustus, and one an Antonia dupondius of Claudius, a grade I copy? in fair
condition. These, with two earlier denarsi and a Tiberius as from other deposits,’ show
that the period covers at least an initial portion of the currency-life of Claudian aes copies,
which may be accepted as beginning ‘in the very early months of conquest’.+

This total of only seven Roman coins, compared with the very much greater numbers
from period IV, suggests that period III was relatively short. The South Gaulish
Decorated Sigillata (Dr. 29) from the layer over ditch I comprises (with one fragment
simply pre-Flavian) one piece typologically dated A.p. 37—50 and another Claudian;s
other deposits produced (with a further pre-Flavian fragment) one early Claudian, five
Claudian, and one Claudius—Nero.6 Thus of nine fairly closely datable pieces, only one
has features known to have persisted in manufacture after Claudius’s death in A.p. 54,
while two must precede that date by some years. There is also the Arretine crater
represented in the filling of the contemporary aqueduct-ditch.” While plain Arretine is
still fairly plentiful, the period III deposits produced in all over eighty pieces of plain
South Gaulish Sigillata, of forms Dr. 17, 15/17, 18, 24/25, 27, and Ritt. 5, 8, 9.8 There
are also two fragments of Claudian pottery lamps.® Other imported pottery represents
virtually all the forms found in the preceding periods, including all those paralleled at
Claudian Hofheim, and includes also two Gallo-Belgic bowl forms, the Hofheim types
109 and 104.1° Moreover, three Claudian flagon forms now appear (with a tall jug-form
unparalleled elsewhere) : 1T one is well known as Richborough type 138, the other two are
plentiful here also in the Colonia, and show, with a black copy of another,’2 that Romano-
British manufacture of such vessels was in period III already here establishing itself. The
same indication is given by early forms of the globular beakers soon to become familiar
in Roman Britain;®3 by a Claudian form of Roman bead-rim bowl, Richborough type 18;14
and by a purely Roman form of cooking-pot in sandy tile-red ware.!s In other words, the
period attests both the importing of Claudian pottery-types from the Continent, and the
Claudian begmnmgs of a Roman pottery industry in Britain. The output of the latter,
however, is still very small in amount compared with the more gradually romanizing
native wares. All this speaks for an early Claudian date. The period III brooches,
together with continuation of native and earlier imported Roman forms, show small
numbers of further imported types—Nauheim, flat thistle, Hod Hill, and a couple of

I pp. 144—9, 162, nos. 22, 24, 125, 256. ) p 20r1: pl. XLIV, 2, G-
Z pp. 155 . Pp- 225, 227, forms 50, 58 (pls. L1, L111,): table, pp. 277,
3 pp. 1445, 163, nos. 12, 18, 35. 278
* p. 159 (Dr. Sutherland). T pp. 242—5, 249, forms 136c, 144, 154, 168 (pls. Lx,
5 p. 177: pl. xxx, 3; pl. xxxVI, §. LXII, LXIII, LXVI): table, p. 279.
6 Ibid: pl. xxu11, 24, 233 XXV, 1545 XXVI, 175 XXXIV, 2/4; 12 p. 242, form 134 (pl. Lx1): table, p. 279.

xxxv, 8; xxxi1, 7. 3 pp. 235, 237, forms g6, 108 (pl. Lvi): table, p. 278.
7 pl. xx, 1 (pp. 168, 177) from ditch E3. 4 p. 225, form 48 (pl. 11): table, p. 277.

8 Table, p. 188 (small fragments excluded): for potters’ s p. 271, form 2674 (pl. Lxxxum): table, p. 281.
stamps, cf. pp. 195 ff.
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plate-brooches'—but no more; and scarcely any other Roman metal objects are stratified
so early. There are no more than seven pieces of imported glass.2 Roman brick and tile,
in contrast to their enormous abundance in period IV, are virtually absent.3

Though the occupation-layer over ditch I is associated with several new hut-sites, and
the abolition of unwanted period I features is balanced by the appearance of a number of
new occupation-sites, pits, &c., and some clay, sand, and gravel diggings, period III has
no buildings of Roman type, and not much to show of positive Roman planning. A
length of Roman road (road I) was indeed laid down across the site of the original west
entrance, but it appears to be heading away from the line of the only native track of
which signs were detected, and this track seems to have continued in use. At least one
timber-lined well was constructed, but most of the well-shafts found are probably later,
and the period’s outstanding monument of Roman concern for water-supply is the
aqueduct found on the line of the By-pass outside the dyke, leading apparently from
Sheepen Springs. It was evidently intended as a major work, but was abandoned and
filled in no later than this same period The whole impression given by the Camulo-
dunum of period III is of a native site shorn of its major pre-conquest features but not yet
submitted to any thorough Roman initiative. This entirely agrees with the evidence of
the finds for a date limited to the few years following the conquest. There is nothing to
make the terminal year later than about A.p. 5o, and it could well be a little earlier.
Now historically we know that the main withdrawal of Roman military garrisons from
this region took place no earlier than the winter 48—9,* and we have seen that the military
head-quarters at Colchester were not on this site, but probably in and beyond the area
of the Royal Grammar School away to the south of it.5 It looks as if our period III
answers to these years when the Roman hold was purely military, and not much
constructive attention could be spared for the old native occupation-centre. We have
still to see whether the dating evidence for our ensuing period IV supports this notion.
But if so, the date of period III, thus historically explained, will be from A.D. 43/4 to
about the end of a.p. 48.

Period 1V, initial date

That period IV immediately succeeds period III is clear from the stratification over
ditch I, where it is represented by a well-defined stratum, normally an occupation-layer,
immediately overlying that of period III (fig. 1). Wherever this ceases to be well defined,
the two have been classed together as period ITI-IV. This period IV stratum has direct
stratigraphic connexion with various adjacent features, notably the tile-kiln found north-
east of Sheepen Farm, the spread of waste products from which covered the filling of the
abandoned aqueduct and other features on the adjoining By-pass line. Moreover, at the
west entrance the stratum integrates with a new Roman road (road II), which not only
here overlies its period III predecessor (road I) but continues east-north-eastwards for a

I pp: 312 ff.: tyi)e VII (ﬁg 59, 11); type XI (pl. xcrv, 2 p.28gff 3 p.347, with n. 6.
83); type XVIII (pl. xcvi, 150); and pl. xcvi, 177, 179. 4 p.7. 5 p. 20.
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great distance across the site, apparently on the line of the pre-conquest native track
alluded to above. Its passage across the steepest part of the hill-side was secured by a
stout timber revetment, and on the frontage opposite this was constructed a building with
walls of wattle and daub supported on timber uprights, of rectangular Roman plan, with
which were associated a number of pits, spreading over an area continuous with the huts
of the occupation-layer over ditch I. The whole of this complex is thus securely tied to
period IV, and the same is true of the similar but less well-preserved complex beyond the
road to the south-west, and of the whole zone of occupation, including more timber
structure of Roman type, farther along the road’s east-north-easterly course. This
occupation was mainly industrial, including both metal-working and pottery- makmg,
and when the road turns abruptly northward it heads for a further metal-working area in
the field adjoining the By-pass. Over much of this field, and often elsewhere too, the
ground was now freshly made up with gravel, and in the southerly region of the site
occupation extended along and very often over the lines of ditches I, Ia, and Is, which
had now for the most part been filled up. With this there was more tile-making in one
place, and a wide scatter of sand and gravel diggings; the working of clay-pits was
intensified (one cutting completely through ditch I), and similar quarrying activities
seem to have extended along much of the eastern slope of the hill, though these certainly
lasted later. A number of well-shafts, and some timber-lined Wells seem to be con-
temporary, and the quantity of rubb1sh -pits and hut occupation-sites everywhere
was far greater than in any other period, some continuing from period III, but many
altogether new.

The period’s stratified material is correspondingly abundant, and a good proportion of
it comes from deposits integral to or in direct connexion with the key stratification of the
dyke. There is thus plenty of sound evidence for dating. First of all, with as many as 39
British coins—fully enough to prove their continued circulation !—these key-deposits of
period IV produced no less than 51 Roman coins. They range from Republican denarii
to orthodox and copied zes of Claudius, the copies being the more plentiful and covering
all the four recognized grades.2 These coins form the main pivot of the site’s chronology.
They show that coins of Claudius, though already current in periods IT and III, were still
the latest circulating in period IV. The 5 Roman coins classed as period III-IV agree,
as do the 16 from other period IV deposits, and the latter bring the stratified total for this
period to 67,3 indicating that unlike period III it was of substantial length. It should
therefore have begun at latest before the end of Claudius’s reign.

To this we have to add the evidence of the typologically datable Decorated Sigillata.
Period ITI-IV deposits produced 5 pieces of Dr. 29 dated Tiberius to Claudius, 9 Clau-
dius, and 3 Claudius—Nero, which confirms their position overlapping the two periods.+
The period IV deposits produced pieces of 103 datable bowls. One Arretine and two
South Gaulish craters are represented, and 22 examples of Dr. 29, all dated Tiberius to
Claudius. The remaining pieces are 26 Claudius, 37 Claudius—Nero, and 7 Nero, with

I pp. 133 ff.; list, pp. 163—4. 3 pp. 155 5 lists, 163, 165.
2 pp. 155 {5 list, p. 164. ) 4 p.177.



36 INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

8 more simply pre-Flavian.® Now we have seen that consideration for periods IT and III
prevents our suggesting an initial date for period IV very long before aA.p. 50,"and at
first sight the proportion of earlier pieces in this total may appear surprising. But it will
be shown below that this proportion may be readily explained as a matter of survival.?
The series as a whole then indicates a period beginning rather late in Claudius’s reign and
lasting into Nero’s, with its centre of gravity in the years when Sigillata ornament was in
transition from Claudian to Neronian styles. Most of period IV should then cover the
fifties of the first century, and its beginning should be only a little earlier.

The total of Plain Sigillata is very large: apart from a certain number of Arretine
survivals, mostly rubbish-sherds, over 500 pieces were counted from period IV deposits
(with between 60 and 7o classed as III-IV), but if all small fragments were reckoned
with the numbers would be very much greater. The forms represented are Dr. 16, 17,
15/17, 18, 24/25, 27, and (one) 33, Loeschcke 5 (one), and Ritt. 1, 5, 8, 9, 12, and 13.3
This series, wholly South Gaulish, closely resembles that of Claudian Hofheim, but has
also a number of exact parallels in the pottery-shop destroyed in the Colonia under Nero,
to which we shall shortly return. The evidence of the Decorated Sigillata is thus con-
firmed, and of the numerous South Gaulish potters’ stamps, the great majority are already
known to be Claudian or Neronian.# Period IV has also eight (and period III-IV four)
pieces of contemporary pottery lamps.5 The period’s Gallo-Belgic ware is still plentiful,
but its complexion is on the whole not early. It includes potters’ stamps with Claudian
parallels, and a good few of the senseless stamps which are mainly a late feature of this
industry and were abundant at Claudian Hofheim.6 As against survivals of pre-Claudian
types, late Gallo-Belgic platter-forms are strongly in evidence,? including the Hofheim
type 99 and imitations of it in Roman grey ware,8 and the later forms of ‘Pompeian red’
platter, post-Claudian at Hof heim, have already here begun.® Copies of all such platter
forms in more or less romanizing native ware are commoner than before, and in addition
to imported originals, there now appear local copies of the common Gallo-Belgic cup
Hofheim 103 and the fine colour-coated bowls Hofheim 22.1t The beaker series
develops, whether imported or local: the rusticated globular type, familiar later, makes its
first appearance,’2 and there are examples and local copies of the carinated Hofheim type
113.73 The whole range of jugs and flagons is strong in forms paralleled at Hofheim and
developments therefrom, many of them also attested in the Colonia,# and the same is true
of amphorae!s and mortaria. The older ‘wall-sided’ mortarium family 1s now degenerate,’6
and the flanged-rim series is augmented by apparently Neronian developments, includ-
ing recognizable prototypes of the Flavian flat-flanged form.””? The romanization of

10

I Listed p. 177; descriptions, pp. 169 ff., with pls. xx— p. 226, form 56, copied by form 57.
XXXVIIL I p. 228, forms 624 and B.
P

2 pp. 174~80. 2 p. 236, forms g8, gg.

3 'T'able, pp. 188—~9 (small fragments excluded). 13 p. 241, forms 1204 and B.
4 5 14 .
pp- 195 ff. p. 20I. e.g. forms 1408 and ¢ (cf. Hofheim 50), p. 244.
¢ pp. 207~-13. 15 Note especially the ‘carrot’ form 189 (Hofheim type 75),
7 e.g. forms 14B—C, p. 220. p. 253.
8 p. 220, forms 164 and B. % p. 253, form 191.
° p. 221, forms 17¢-D. 7 p. 256, form 195; also 1938, p. 254.
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native wares, both fine and coarse, makes marked progress, and a wide range of forms in
regular Romano-British fabric, often paralleled in the Colonia, has begun to be pro-
minent. All this pottery evidence in fact supports the dating Claudius—Nero for the
period, and the same is true of the now fairly plentiful imported glass, of which there are
58 stratified pieces.!

The brooches not only give us a great number of mid-first-century Roman types, but
show the start of a new Romano-British development from the old native La Téne III
type, which is now made in two pieces and attains the well-known ‘dolphin’ form.?
Roman bronze-work now begins to be common,? and ironwork is plentiful and now
shows specifically Roman or Romano-British* types: metal-working was in fact estab-
lished in strength on the site itself. Altogether, it is clear that this was a Claudian—
Neronian period in which Roman initiative effected a radical change in the character ot
the site and promoted the growth of an increasingly distinctive Romano-British material
culture.

Lastly, Roman brick and tile suddenly become enormously abundant. The innumer-
able fragments of fegu/a and imérex roofing-tiles (kiln wasters apart) exceed the roofing
needs of the site itself, and the presence of stacks of bricks and tiles seems indicated,
mostly no doubt made here but intended for use elsewhere.5 Indeed, a voussoir-brick, an
antefix, box flue-tiles, and semicircular-shaped column- or pilaster-bricks imply a regular
Roman architecture nowhere in evidence at this period within the area of the site,® where
but for the timber structures above mentioned the only buildings remain huts of the old
native type. Now roofing-tiles and constructional brickwork are unknown at this time in
Roman camps and semi-permanent forts, but they are a distinguishing mark either of the
permanent garrison establishments of a secured frontier or else of the civilian centres of
settled provincial life. Their abrupt introduction here at this juncture, together, we must
add, with that of window-glass (p. 306), requires explanation accordingly. In fact, the
symptoms of change and intensified activity displayed by period IV must correspond to
some major event in the place’s history—one that required new laying-out of important
areas, new road-making and building, and new industrial energy including the manu-
facture of brick and tile. At the same time, we have to account for an all-round increase
of romanization in material culture, carrying forward the beginnings of definitely
Romano-British production.

The evidence of stratified material finds already analysed indicates that period IV
began in the years about, and most probably just before, a.n. 5o. In those years one
event alone can provide the needed explanation, namely, the foundation of the Colonia
on the adjoining hill. We have seen above that this, the counterpart of the withdrawal of
military garrisons, must be dated about the beginning of A.p. 49.7 The subject natives
of Camulodunum will inevitably have been conscripted to take part in the building and

T p. 289g. 6 Lumps of chalk sometimes found in pits of this period

2 pp. 310-12, types IV=V: e.g. pl. xc1, 36, 43-4, 46; are best explained as from consignments imported for liming
Xcl1, 51, : mortar,

3 pp. 332 ff.: pls. xcrx—cI. 7p.7.

4 pp. 341 ff.: pl..cv. 5 Pp- 347-9-
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equipping of the new Roman town,! together with a new concentration of artisans.
Nothing is more natural than that when the work was started much of the native site
should have been adapted as a works centre: its position and communications were -
convenient; gravel, sand, and clay could be dug on the spot; brick- and tile-making could
be immediately established, and metal-working and other probably existing industries
greatly expanded; building-material could be readily assembled; and together with new
road-making timber buildings could be put in hand for stores, offices, and other tem-
porary quarters; while for corvées of conscripted Britons a nucleus already inhabited the
site, and drafts from the country-side could easily be packed together in augmented
numbers of huts and hovels. All this we find suddenly before us in period IV. The
conclusion is really unavoidable. Period IV began with the foundation of the Colonia,
about the beginning of A.p. 49.

Period IV, terminal date: Period V

We have already seen that period IV was of substantial length and continued well into
the reign of Nero. The evidence for this need not be repeated: it will be recalled that the
pottery, especially the Sigillata, included unmistakable Neronian elements. There are
indeed no coins of Nero from the period. But no Neronian gold or silver was found on
the site at all, and Neronian aes was not minted before A.p. 64. Period IV can then have
lasted into the sixties. However, there is good reason for confidence that it did not last
into the sixties very far. First, there are no Neronian coins from periods V or VI either,
so that room for those periods should also be found before about the middle of the decade.
Secondly, the period IV pottery includes no Decorated Sigillata of the Nero—Vespasian
sort to be expected in the latter years of Nero’s reign, and in general has not yet many
forms that could suggest direct continuity with the ensuing Flavian age. Its centre of
gravity lies in the years of Claudius—Nero transition, in other words in the fifties. The
period therefore ended early, probably indeed very early, in the sixties. And it ended in
widespread and violent destruction by fire, from which there was no effective recovery.
This destruction in fact put a sudden end to the whole episode of Roman initiative which
period IV represents on the site, and which we have connected w1th the building of the
Colonia.

In A.p. 61 the Colonia was sacked by the rebel forces of Boudicca, who destroyed the
whole place by fire. We are confident that our site suffered the same fate and that this
was the destruction which put an end to period IV. It is hardly likely that the rebels
would spare what was now virtually an industrial suburb of the Roman town: indeed,
since the Colonia was unwalled and the outlying Union site (p. 19) only just across our
boundary stream, there was nothing to prevent the new and the old Camulodunum from
sharing a common ruin. In 61 the Colonia had been founded twelve years and was
already a flourishing township. When destruction overtook our site, the activities of
period IV must have reached an advanced stage: the main road II had even in one place
been encroached on by a gravel-pit.2 And the pottery found in the nearby kiln and kiln-

! Cf. Tacitus, dgricola, 15, 3: ‘nunc . .. iniungi dilectus.” . z Pit Ly, p. 99.
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pit! confirms that when these perished the potting industry had attained a fully Neronian
phase of development. In fact, the strongest group of links connecting the period 1V
with the Colonia pottery serves also to connect the two destructions, for it was certainly
Boudicca’s men who wrecked the Colonia pottery-shop in which so many of the period
IV Neronian pottery forms are paralleled.2 Another link with the Colonia destruction
appears among the period IV brick and tile. Some of the semicircular brick fragments
already mentioned were stratified in part of the destruction-deposit within the west
entrance,’ together with a piece of moulded terracotta plaque. And in 1931 identically
similar sem1c1rcular bricks, together with a closely similar but re-used piece of identical
terracotta, were found in the Colonia, in the build of an entrance into the forum or
precinct of the temple of Claudius. This was apparently part of the direct replacement
of the original destroyed by Boudicca, which these terracotta plaques, provided like the
semicircular-bricks and other building-material* from a depot-area on our site, must
have served to embellish.s

That our period IV destruction was Boudicca’s work is argued not only by its intensity
and its datable associations but by what had immediately preceded and followed it. The
industrial remains of metal-working along the line of the main road II took in the neigh-
bourhood of the west entrance a very peculiar form. Quantities of slag in the general
destruction-layer here were accompanied by a multitude of scrap and other bronze
fragments, concentrated above all in and around the large excavation in the sand just
west and north of the entrance site, which has been already noticed® as retaining in its
bottom the traces of laid timber beams, flanking a central hollow, covered by a mixed
mass of infilling in which the slag and scrap lay in the greatest profusion.” The coins in
this infilling went down to Claudius, the brooches indicate period IV at earliest, and the
pottery was mainly of period IV,8 though with some elements suggesting a slightly later
date.? It is in any case evident that the excavation was filled up only after the general
destruction, in which, along with everything round about, the timbered installation
occupying it had perished. This installation was then in service when the destruction
overtook it, and the nature of the associated scrap and other metal shows beyond doubt
that its purpose had been Roman military metal-working. For together with lumps and
innumerable clippings of sheet bronze, mixed with pieces of iron and bronze and iron
slag, were remains of manufactured bronze-work consisting for the most part of Roman
military equipment. More of this was found near by, at various points in the destruction-
layer and in five contemporary pits,’° and it comes from helmets, shields, armour, and a
full range of other arms and accoutrements, mainly of legionary pattern.!” How long
before the destruction metal was being worked at this spot, within the limits of period IV,

I Kiln and pit L1g, pp. 105—7, 282—4 : Neronian glass in 5 p. 24.

latter, p. 291. 7 Site A4, pp. 91 ff,, with fig. 20 and pl. x.
2 p.zo: parallels, Sigillata (Decorated and Plain) and other 8 The Decorated Sigillata (p. 178) runs to Claudius~Nero.
forms, listed p. 56. ® e.g. specimens of forms 88, 108 (58 exx.), 109 (2),
3 On the lip of pit As, pp. 93, 348. 120 B (2), 157, 158, 227 (2): pp. 239 ff.

* For fragments of building-stone see p. 349. 10

5 p. 348: plaque fragments, fig. 66, 1-2. b F'ull details, pp. 336 ff., with figs. 62—3 and pls. c—crv.
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is not clear, but the period IV occupation as a whole has no military character, and when
the destruction took place the military metal-working was evidently at its height. Itisa
fair conclusion that this intensive activity by Roman armourers belongs to the eve of the
destruction and should be connected with it historically. .

Now even after regular garrison troops at Colchester had been replaced by the veterans
of the Colonia, there were still some serving soldiers in the place—mainly no doubt
legionary details concerned with supplies, &c., for the Lincoln command—who were
looking forward to their own discharge as veterans. Indeed, as hoping themselves soon
to join in a game so attractive to men of their sort, they made a point of encouraging the
colonists’ oppression of the natives.! However, at any rate by the eve of Boudicca’s rising
there were not very many of them;? and when things bcgan to look ugly the colonists
were compelled, in the absence of the governor and his army in north Wales, to ask the
procurator Catus Decianus for reinforcements. He sent at most two hundred men;
soldiers possibly, but they had no proper arms.? Consequently, if the rebels were to be
resisted at all, there had to be rearmament, and rearmament in a hurry. And this is
exactly what our excavations appear to reveal. The manufacture of new and the repair
of old armour and weapons, extemporized in feverish haste on the greatest scale possible in
a short time, will account as no other explanation can for these phenomenal findings. We
know that it was too late—the Romans were caught virtually defenceless, and were
surrounded in a city doomed to sack. Just so our armourers’ works were abandoned
suddenly to destruction, and perished in the wreck of all this site by fire. Both their
establishment and their ruin are thus explained by the events of A.p. 61. Away from this
site military relics were rarely found,* but among the few iron weapons are four swordss
from the bottom of a pit, near the old south-west entrance, which was dug through a
period IV layer and filled with sooty black earth containing also Neronian pottery.6 So
dated, this find is most readily explained by those same events; and the rarity of weapons
elsewhere at least agrees with the Romans’ failure to withstand the rebel onslaught.

The destruction was immediately followed by period V, in which, across the otherwise
untouched wreckage of the preceding occupation, was dug the ditch of a new defensive
earthwork. 'This is ditch II. Its relative date is shown several times over (fig. 4 (p. 55);
cf. fig. 1). In its south-western sector it cut across ditch I and through the period IV
layer over its filling.” In the west entrance area it cut across road II and through the
adjacent period IV metal-working and occupation debris, and this was the first traceable
event after the destruction.® Farther north the base of the rampart upcast from it was
found bedded over the period IV tile-kiln, which, wrecked in what would seem the same
destruction, was then presumably filled up with its own debris for this very purpose.? The
analogous ditch found farther to the north-east, slanting over the By-pass line, also cut

I "Tacitus, A#nals, xiv, 31, 5: ‘foventibus impotentiam 6 Pit G4, dug through the layer sealing the filling of ditch
veteranorum militibus similitudine vitae et spe eiusdem Ia: p 112 with section 73, fig. 27.

licentiae.” p 110 and section 69, fig. 27.
2 Ibid. 32, 3: ‘modica militum manus.’ pp 85, 94 and section 42, fig. 17.
3 Ibid. 9 p. 73 and section 23, fig. 12.

4 p. 336. 5 p. 340: pl. cv, 3-6.
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across ditch I and through its period IV sealing-layer,’ and farther along remains of its
rampart were found bedded over a filled-up period IV pit.2 This ditch contained pottery
datable down to period IV, and the same is true of ditch II itself, which, though in
various places rubbish from the destruction was found 1in it, had little or no true silting
and evidently had not remained open long. This will be confirmed when we come to
period VI. But this new defence-work was not only short-lived: it was actually un-
finished. Having bent round across the southern part of the site, ditch IT turns north-east
only to end in the air; the ditch on the By-pass line also stops short on the east, and the
plan of the whole (fig. 4) plainly betrays an intention to make a complete circuit that was
never achieved. Moreover, both ditches were accompanied in part by a palisade-trench,
dug to retain a timber rampart-facing, but this was absent on the west, and on the north,
south-east, and south-west its discontinuous lengths started and stopped independently of
the earthwork. Nevertheless, in the middle of the south-western sector was an entrance,
with the emplacement of a massive four-posted gate-structure, on the line of the palisade
and rampart. Lastly, the whole work was planned in disregard of the main period IV
features of the site. This is most sharply indicated on the west, where ditch II not only
cuts right across road II but seems to have had another entrance of its own a little way
farther north, where, though not itself interrupted, it throws out a short curving branch
ditch, in the manner of the ¢/avicula often used to protect the entrances of Roman camps.

Two explanations can be advanced to fit these facts. The first is that the period V
defences are the work of Boudicca. The directly antecedent destruction must beyond
doubt be hers, wiping out, together with the hated Colonia itself, the hutments, indus-
tries, and depots with which the Romans had defaced the older centre of Camulodunum.
For rebuilding within she had no time; but Suetonius’ legions would soon be back from
Wales, and the place should be put in a state of defence. Works of the strength of
Cunobelin’s were for the moment beyond her, but a ditch half the size of his or less,
with a palisaded rampart, would suffice for the present and could if need arose be
strengthened later. The south-west side, facing the enemy’s likeliest advance, should be
started first, and here the ditch was dug to its largest and the rampart perhaps completed,
with palisade and strong timber gateway. East of this the ditch was left less finished and
the palisade discontinuous, while on the north the palisade-trench had made more
headway than the earthwork when work on both was given over. The north-east and
eastern sectors, left to the last as on the safest side, were never even begun, while through-
out the long north-west and western line the ditch was continuous but never palisaded.
The men in charge will have known something of Roman field-works, and like the
Nervii or Vercingetorix in Gaul3 they sought to adapt their knowledge, even attempting,
for the entrance which they planned for the middle of their western sector, to copy
the c/avicula which at the time was probably a recent innovation in Roman military en-
gineering.* On the other hand, they meant to do more than imitate a Roman camp.
Comparison of fig. 4 with fig. 2 (p. 46), or a glance at the general plan on pl. cx11, shows

I p. 59 and sections 1-2, fig. 6: this is ditch F6 or IIa. 3 Caesar, B.G. v, 42; vii, 29-30.
2 Pit F1: p. 64 and sections 12—13, fig. 9. + Kahrstedt, B.F. cxxxviii (1933), 144-52.
G
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at once how ditch II seems to be trying to reproduce the alinements of ditches I and Is,
the main limbs of the Sheepen Dyke with which the site had originally been defended by
its founder. -'That massive work had been nearly eighteen years laid low, but allied with
Boudicca’s Iceni were the Trinovantes native to the place, and from their memory its
lines could be redrawn at least in fair approximation. The significance of ditch II will
thus be not only military, but also political. Effacing the old policy of her house, and
uniting Icenian and Belgic loyalties in common defiance of the oppressor, Boudicca could
proclaim that she had refounded the ancient capital of Cunobelin.

The alternative explanation is that the period V defences are the work of Roman
troops after Boudicca’s defeat. They were abandoned unfinished; but if their missing
portions had been completed symmetrically on the north-east and north-west, they would
have given us the plan of a large Roman camp, of about 42 to 45 acres. If this space
were all occupied by troops camping under active service conditions, it would give room
for upwards of 20,000 men. This would be something like the entire strength of the
legionary and auxiliary field-force which Suetonius had available for crushing the revolt
(p. 8), and if the whole of it were to be concentrated here, the intended camp would
have to be understood as a temporary base for full-scale mopping-up operations in rebel
territory. But the site was greatly encumbered with the rubbish of the Boudiccan
destruction, and could not well have accommodated nearly all this force without extensive
clearance. Moreover much of the space might have been allocated for supply dumps
indeed, the camp would be more intelligible as somethmg approaching a ‘semi-per-
manent’ base, for reserve troops and for a concentration of supplies made necessary by
the rebels’ destruction of established depots. In any case, its defences would be suitably
designed according to army engineering standards; and one can go some way with
explaining the features of these defences thereby. Thus the V-shaped profile of ditch IT
itself will represent the standard fosse fastigata. The palisade-trench will have been
intended for a standard timber rampart-facing, less elaborate, perhaps, than the late
first-century specimen studied by Mr. Richmond in Camp A at Cawthorn in Yorkshire,?
but similar to it at least in the nature and mean size of the trench as dug; in the provision,
perhaps, of wedgmg—stones for the timbers therein;* and possibly also in the trench’s
disappearance in places, most notably all along the west side, from the ground beneath
the rampart-line: for the Cawthorn trench was only dug in the ground for about 20 feet
on either side of each gate of the camp, and elsewhere was carried up, whether slopingly
or abruptly, into the body of the rampart itself.3 The gate on the south-west corresponds
at least roughly in structure-plan with the gates of the same Camp A at Cawthorn.# The
apparent Clavicula-ditch indicating a west entrance, however, is anomalous: the non-
interruption of ditch II itself here is paralleled at the Cawthorn A entrances, but seems
impossible intelligibly to reconcile with the presence of the Clavicula-ditch (absent at
Cawthorn A), unless the latter was dug only to be countermanded in the course of the

U Arch. Fourn. Ixxxix (1933), 17 ff,, 24—9. the period V works are Boudicca’s.

2 For the septaria found tumbled in the bottom of ditch 11 3 Op. cit., 25~7.
in various places (pp. 110-11, 120) may perhaps best be so + Cf. op. cit., 30-3 and pl. vi1, with fig. 32 here (p. 117).
explained: cf. op. cit.,, 25—6. This might hold good even if
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work, or unless (i.e. on the other theory of the defences) it was an attempted native
imitation. In any case, since the south-west entrance did have an interruption in ditch II,
it is hard to see why a Roman camp-plan should disregard the obvious west entrance
site on the line of road II to the extent of cutting the ditch right across this serviceable
metalled roadway. The very irregular course of ditch II on the south-east, again, looks
more like native work than Roman; and the carrying of the rampart over certain ‘bad
places’ has at least once a distinctly un-Roman air.! Lastly, since the accustomed Roman
camping-grounds at Colchester were evidently elsewhere (p. 20), the choice of this
rubbish-encumbered site for a Roman camp at all appears perverse. However, this
might be why it was countermanded before completion.

The archaeological evidence will carry us no farther. But it is seldom the fortune of
archaeologists to come so near to a momentous episode in history as period V here brings
us to the doings of the year 61. Whichever view be taken of the construction of the
defences, the destruction preceding them cannot but be the work of Boudicca’s rebels.
And in the destruction-rubbish near the west entrance were three bronze terrets and two
bronze and iron linchpins which must stylistically be British work of just their period.2
Thus, appropriately enough, the only certain relics they have left us are from the chariots
and the horses in which they put their trust.

Period V1

The period V defences, whichever explanation of them be adopted, were destroyed
and levelled very soon after the Romans resumed possession of the site. So much is clear
not only from intrinsic probability but from the nature of their filling. Gravel metalling
was then laid along the line of the period IV road II, in various broader expanses else-
where,3 and across the site of the period V gateway as another road, flanked by a drain
on one side. For the most part nothing more was done except to clean up the site, which
it was evidently decided not to reoccupy in any effective manner. But this cleaning up
entailed the digging of a certain number of pits, mostly of large size, for the burial of
surplus rubbish, and fortunately several of these were either dug across the line of the
period V defences, encroaching on ditch IL,# or else were elongated enlargements of
ditch II itself,s whereby their relative date is made clear. The material found in these
and similar pits consists mainly of re-deposited period IV rubbish, but the pottery here,
and e.g. in the filling of the military metal-working site, includes a few forms not met
with in period IV and so presumably not earlier than the clearing-up operations them-
selves. But these are scarcely more than slightly advanced variants of forms previously

* Over pit Fr (p. 64), to avoid which the palisade-trench  Roman or Boudiccan, the presence of Roman troops will have
swings awkwardly out against the lip of the ditch; cf. fig. 5 been required for the /Jeveliing of the defences; and this
(p- 57)- marks the beginning of period VI. These traces therefore

% p. 330: pl. XC1x, 4—8; see also on fig. 60, 3and pl. ¢, 5—6.  cannot strengthen the explanation of the defences themselves

3 For possible traces of tents pitched on this in region 1, as Roman work.

_see p. 7o. If the period V defences are Roman, these might 4 So pits G6 and G7, p. T11.
belong to camping troops engaged on their construction. The 5 So pits Y48 and Y32, p. 116.
gravel here would then strictly be of period V. But whether
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current,’ and the late complexion of these groups is better emphasized by the greater
relative frequency of certain forms previously rarer, or at least rarer in the purely Roman
ware in which they now appear.2 The Decorated Sigillata bears this out by including,
with six Claudian survivals and four Claudius—Nero pieces, not only one purely Neronian
fragment but four that are typologically Nero—Vespasian3—the first and only stratified
occurrences of such on the site. This slightly more advanced pottery-spectrum cannot
serve to bring down the date of the site’s abandonment as late as the beginning of the
Flavian period; nor do the brooches (p. 328), the glass (p. 291), nor any of the other finds
upset the strong negative evidence furnished by the absence of coins of Nero. On that we
have already laid stress.# Neronian ae¢s began to be minted in A.p. 64, and would first
reach Colchester in appreciable amount about 65. From the Colonia, where occupation
continued unbroken after the Boudiccan revolt, g2 Neronian coins are known. From
this site, apart from 4 from the area of the later temples, there are only 3 stray coins
of Nero from the excavations and one chance find; all these are more or less worn, and
probably were not dropped before the Flavian period—or indeed before the end of
it, when the temple-enclosure was built. Clearly the period VI occupation cannot have
been prolonged beyond ¢. A.p. 65. Its only prominent habitation site, a hut of native
type established over the filling of ditch IT on the north slope of the hill,5 produced
a peculiar assemblage of material, in which the pottery combines late pieces typical of
period VI with an unusual number of early survivals, including pre-conquest Sigillata
‘heirloom’ vessels,® suggesting that the occupants were natives of long-continued Roman
allegiance, now temporarily settled here in connexion probably with the work of finally
tidying up the site. But for a small survival of metal-working on the eastern fringe? and
the probable continuation of quarrying in certain places, subsequent occupation consists
only of disconnected features—the temple-enclosure already mentioned, the late second-
century potters’ kilns, and a few scattered Romano-British graves. About a.p. 63,
then, the Sheepen site finally loses its historic entity, after a continuous life of a little
over fifty years. ’

6. SYNOPSIS AND CONCLUSIONS

In this section we shall seek to summarize what has emerged from the foregoing pages,
and to pick out the main points from what will follow, so as to present our main con-
clusions from the whole.

Pre-Roman Colchester, the Belgae, and Cunobelin

Camulodunum, in its broader sense, is the whole peninsula between the Colne and
Roman rivers'in north-east Essex. It is a peninsula surfaced mainly with habitable

T e.g. form 88 (p. 234), form 157 (p. 246). 3 p.178. _ 4 And see p. 160.
% e.g. forms 64 (p. 228), 144 (p. 244), 243 (p. 265), 267 5 Site A3, pp. 85, 95. 5 pp. 95, 176, 182-3.
(p- 271), and 271 (p. 272). 7 p. 107.
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gravel, in contrast to the forested clays which skirt its flanking valleys and extend over
a great part of the country round. Its total area of some 12 square miles is delimited
across the broad neck between the rivers by the mainly westward-facing earthworks
known as the Colchester Dykes. These dykes belong essentially to the century of the
British Iron Age preceding the Roman Conquest of A.p. 43. But it seems that their
defensive system did not attain finality all at once. An early, perhaps the earliest, stage
in its development may be recognized in Cheshunt Dyke, distinguishable as a contour
work (whatever its ultimate extent) from the straight dykes which complete the series.
The Cheshunt site behind it contains among other things apparently a sacred enclosure,
later romanized, but originally of this pre-conquest period, and here may be an early or
even the original focal point of the occupation.

How early the original occupation began is not known, but the people inhabiting the
region were the Trinovantes, and a distribution centred near Colchester is shown by the
first inscribed coin series to be struck by a Trinovantian ruler. This was Addedomarus,
who ruled for about the last fifteen years of the first century B.c. The historical situation
of his time is not obscure. It was the sequel to that of 54 B.c., when Julius Caesar had
been concerned to protect the Trinovantes against their western neighbour Cassivel-
launus, his own chief opponent and the leading prince among the Belgae.

Belgic invaders from northern Gaul had begun to settle in Britain about 75 B.c., at first
in Kent, but soon pushing across the Thames into Hertfordshire, where Cassivellaunus’
stronghold of resistance to Caesar may be recognized at Wheathampstead, a site well
placed for his harrying of the Trinovantes. Later, from about 1§ B.c., this was carried on
by the Catuvellaunian Tasciovanus, whose coins proclaim as his main Hertfordshire
capital Verulamium, now identified at Prae Wood near St. Albans, but who also struck
a coin at Camulodunum, which he presumably wrested for a time from the Trinovantes
under Addedomarus. Meanwhile the southern parts of Essex had been settled by other
Belgae coming from Kent, and from about A.p. 1 to 1o the Kentish Dubnovellaunus
established dominion also over the Trinovantes and struck coins which are found con-
centrated in the Colchester area. From about this time most of the Essex region became
a province of Belgic material culture closely similar to contemporary Kent, as is shown
above all by a large number of typical cremation-graves. But the final absorption of
the Trinovantes into the Belgic power was effected from the opposite quarter. For
Dubnovellaunus was driven out by Tasciovanus’ son Cunobelin, who marked his acces-
sion about A.p. 10 by beginning to strike his famous inscribed coins at Camulodunum.
Cunobelin in fact made his new capital the centre of a unified Belgic kingdom, which he
expanded over a great part of south-eastern Britain. It is then not surprising to find that
the Colchester dyke system in its final form attained an unparalleled extent and com-
plexity, only commensurate with this capital’s importance. And the inner focus of the
system is the area defended by Sheepen Dyke, where our excavations have shown that
occupation widespread and intensive, began just at this same date about A.p. 10. The
Sheepen site was then Cunobelin’s foundatlon Here under him was Camulodunum in
its narrower sense, the focal point of the whole capital penmsula
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Sheepen: character of the pre-Roman occupation, 4.0. 10—43

The Sheepen site is itself a minor peninsula, between a small tributary and the Colne,
the valley of which is here on this south side free of forested clay, and runs up to a flat-
topped hill connected by a neck with the main gravel plateau. Sheepen Springs give it
its own fresh water, and at Sheepen Ford opposite was the lowest tide-free crossing of the
Colne. Laid out from just below the ford south-south-west on to the neck of the penin-
sula, and then south-east to the tributary stream, Sheepen Dyke was constructed to
defend its whole western side: there was a north-west, south-west, and a west entrance,
and from at least the last-named a definite track led into the centre of the site on the lower
slope of the hill. Here there had been a major occupation-site of some kind,* which was
destroyed at the Roman Conquest too thoroughly to leave much to be described beyond
the rectangular clay-lined pits beneath it; but this very fact, together with its position as
the apparent primary objective of the track, suggests an especial importance. This is
borne out by the uniquely high proportion of imported continental wares among the
pottery found here. It would not be surprising if this had been Cunobelin’s own resi-
dence—a suggestion which certainly cannot be made on similar grounds for any of the
other pre-conquest occupation-sites identified.

It will be found that these other occupation-sites fall into two sizes. Of the smaller,
less than 18 or 20 ft. in diameter and round or subrectangular in shape, eight were
definitely of period I only,? several of them showing traces of destruction by fire, possibly
or almost certainly at the conquest. There were also vaguer patches of period I occupa-
tion in various places, especially in the northern part of the site on the low ground near
the river. In addition three sites,? as well as other vaguer patches in the same quarter,
seem to have lasted through the conquest from period I to period III.

All these were the sites of huts of simple construction. The floors were either levelled
on the surface of the subsoil or hollowed slightly or dug more deeply into it, the excavated
material and sods being piled round the circumference as a sort of basal wall. This may
originally have been faced with coursed sods, but presented to excavation the appearance
of a low bank of loamy, gravelly, or clayey composition.# Traces of structural timber-
work were elusive, and no dug post-hole can be proved for a pre-conquest hut of this class.
The actual walling above these wall-banks was of wattle-and-daub, probably arched over
as a dome or ridged roof:¢ fragments of burnt daub-clay were plentiful, and the wattle-
work is shown by charcoal samples to have been normally of hazel rods.” Oak charcoal?
was, however, also abundant, and the supporting members were no doubt oaken, but they
were not such as to leave any reliable traces in the soil-conditions encountered on sites of
period I. They will either have been shallow-bedded lean-to poles, or comparatively
slender stakes driven in through the wall-banks. The former type of structure was

I The area of Site D1 and its surrounding pits, pp. 99 ff. 3 Sites F13 (p. 65), Hz (p. 67), and pit H24 (p. 67).

2 Pit Fg, low level (p. 65), sites F11 (p. 67), F16, low * e.g. pl.1v, 2 (site F 15).
level (p. 65), H3 (p. 67), pit H25 (p. 67), sites E1 (p. 73), 5 That on site F13 may be either period I or III (p. 65).
K1,and K2 (p. 124). Site E1 was outside the defended area, S Bersu, Proc. Prehist. Soc. vi (1940), 9o, n. 3.
and was agsociated with the drainage ditches E4, Es. 7 p. 356.
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proved, by the discovery of the shallow bedding-sockets, for the first Belgic house at
Lockleys, Welwyn,! and the second is attested here by a fortunate post-conquest
example,> and is probably the structural explanation of the Belgic hut at Sud Moor,
Isle of Wight.3 More could probably be said of this sort of hut if a modern analysis were
possible of the discoveries recorded some forty years ago by Clinch, Johnson, and
Wright on the Kent-Surrey border.+ But the proven examples we have make it plain
that the smaller and poorer sort of Belgic dwelling was a structurally primitive and
squalid hovel.

~ The larger occupation-sites were less uniform. One, in the north of the area on the
By-pass line, was seemingly just a larger version of the sort already described.s This had
been gravelled over after demolition not later than the conquest, but near by another, a
large oval of the same type, had continued in occupation to period IV after a period I
start attested by the quantity of pre-conquest pottery from its lower levels.® On the
southern brow of the hill was a peculiar site of elongated shape, with level-bedded
sleeper-beams that had presumably supported structural timber-work;? the plan was not
definitely rectangular, and was too imperfect for reconstruction, but the occupation
seems to have been wholly pre-conquest. This was outside the original defended area.
On the eastern slope of the hill were several substantial occupation-sites, but denudation
had made them diflicult to interpret completely. One may have been a large hut of the
sort described above: it produced pre-conquest pottery in abundance, but all that can be
said of its structure is that it was destroyed not later than the conquest.® South-west of
this was a complex of at least three sites, two being circular huts of the type described,
and the third marked by a thick scatter of occupation-debris and traversed by the
bedding-trenches of a timber construction, apparently part of a subrectangular en-
closure which probably surrounded the whole complex.® Only its eastern portion was
traceable, but it measured 110 ft. in width and may have been twice that in length. The
bedding-trenches had contained roughly trimmed sleeper-timbers laid end to end, and
their line had been broken in one place by a pit, which (like another pit inside the area)
contained nothing demonstrably later than the conquest, when (at latest) the whole
complex had evidently been destroyed by fire, this pit being then dug and filled with
rubbish.

! Ward Perkins in Antig. Fourn. xviii, 342, pl. Lxvi1, 1
and pl. Lxx.

2 Site As, of peried IV (pp. 54, 91, with pl. v, 2).

3 Dunning, Antig. Fourn. xv, 355~6 and fig. 2. The
Saxon hut at Bourton-on-the-Water (same excavator, ibid. xii,
284 ff. and pl. Lv1) shows the same type enlarged so that the
staba-holes did not escape discovery.

George Clinch in Fourn. dnthrop. Inst. ns. ii (1899):
Johnson and W. Wright, Neo/izhic Man in NE. Surrey
6); discussed by D. C. Whimster, Arck. of Surrey (1931),

0-3, and R. F. Jessup, drch. of Kent (1930), 48—9; also by
. A. Smith in Surrey Arch. Colls. xxi, p. 7 of article on the
Cobham site, where, however, the pits are not huts but
probably grain-pits. See now also Arch. Canz. liv (1942),

28—34. These ‘hut-circles’ may be of various ages: whether
or no any are Neolithic, as formerly believed, our period is not
excluded, and if conjectural central posts be disregarded, they
seem to have been very similar in construction to the Belgic
huts better attested by modern excavation. Cf. the structure
of the old type of charcoal-burner’s hut traditional in Epping
Forest: S. Hazzledine Warren in Essex Naturalist, xvi
(1909-11). Also Germania, ix, 99 (Maden, nr. Fritzlar).
5 Site Fro (p. 66).
6 Site Frg (p. 66 and pl. 1v).
Site Y1 (p. 118).
Site L4 (p. 124).
Sites Lz, L6, Ly, with pits L4o and L4z (p. 122).

~
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Two of the smaller hut-sites previously mentioned were farther south on the same
eastern slope: one was adjoined by two similar pits’ and both by ditch-like depressions.
On the south of the area, one pit outside? and two just inside the defences3 point to pre-
conquest occupation close by. In the northern region were seven pre-conquest pits
altogether, one of them cylindrical and timber-lined, apparently a water-hole,* and four
more pits containing much pre-conquest but also some slightly later material.s These
pits were all found filled with material including rubbish, but their primary use may have
been more positive. The water-hole remains unique, and the rectangular pits beneath the
destroyed central site above noticed were no doubt for special storage or cellarage, being
lined with clay to keep dry an inner hning-frame of timber, like those in the contem-
porary Roman camp at Haltern.® The remaining pits were either roughly cylindrical or
irregular in shape, and were not lined. They may have been dug for the storage of
perishables, most notably grain, packed in a removable basketry or leather container.
The excavations at Little Woodbury have made it clear that this mode of grain-storage
was regular in the pre-Belgic Iron Age of Wessex,” and though at Maiden Castle and
elsewhere the practice was discarded by the Wessex Belgae,? it may have had a partial
survival in the Belgic period here as a native Trinovantian tradition. With it then may
have gone the associated practice of scooping out hollows in the subsoil for hand-thresh-
ing,% and necessarily also that of parching the grain by roasting, with which numerous
calcined hearth-flints’® may in part at least be connected. However, the pits discovered
are far too few to represent the whole storage of foodstuffs for a large community, and
since effective storage buildings or barns would certainly have left structural traces such
as were nowhere here apparent, it is fair to conclude that operations connected with
subsistence agriculture were not carried on inside the defended area of the Sheepen site
on a scale proportionate to its population. In other words, the country produce it con-
sumed was largely brought to it from outside.

The bones of domestic and food animals’ comprise small horse (a draught pony,
scarcely of ridable size), small ox, sheep, and pig. Red deer was rare: the inhabitants
evidently were not many of them concerned with hunting; however, they kept dogs, and
rare specimens represent the cat and the fowl, which we may believe were kept only as
pets.’2 Oysters were eaten in great quantities;’3 and the waters of the Colne estuary were
also exploited for the extraction of salt by brine-boiling—an industry mainly operated at
the many ‘Red Hills’ along the coast, but represented by finds of its characteristic soft
clay briquetage in the riverside quarter of the site itself.”# Refuse, including not only

! Pits K19a and B, by site K1 {p. 124). Twyford Down: Proc. Hamts F.C. xiii, 2, 192—4, 196;

2 Pit Y26 (p. 119). Choseley Farm: ibid. xiv, 3, 367-8.

3 Pits 26, Z11 (p. 116). % p.75. 10 p. 349.

+ Pits Fz (p. 62), F4 (water-hole: p. 65 and pl. v), H3z, I pp. 350 f.5 so also after the conquest: not till the later
Hg4, Hs, H6, and Hg (p. 67). second century is there evidence of a larger type of horse,

$ Pits Hio,Hr1,Hrsg,and H16 (pp. 67, 68), thus classed  perhaps of Roman introduction (p. 354). For a post-conquest
as period I-III. find suggesting the near-by stranding of a whale, see p. 35

& p. 10I. (but cf. p. 7, n. 7). %

7 Proc. Prekist. Soc. vi (1940), 60 ff, 2 pp. 352, 354—5: Caesar, B.G.v, 12, 6.

8 Maiden Castle: Wheeler, Maiden Castle, 58, g1, &c.; 13 p. 350, 4 pp. 4, 346-7.
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broken pottery and fuel rubbish but animal and. food remains, accumulated to some
extent in occupation-areas, but was in greater bulk shot into pits and into the open ditch
of the dyke, especially at its north end near the river, where the carrion attracted numbers
of scavenging ravens.’

The most important industrial remains appear to be those of a mint where coins of
Cunobelin were made: this was in the south-eastern quarter of the site and had been
wholly destroyed at the Roman Conquest, the remains being found as wreckage mostly
shot into a near-by pit; they are described in detail below, and afford highly suggestive
evidence of the nature of the processes employed.2 The British coins from the site them-
selves, mainly bronze with some of silver, are mostly of Cunobelin and include a number
of types hitherto unknown: a copy of a Roman Republican denarius is of particular
interest.? Otherwise evidence for pre-conquest metallurgy is mainly inferential: native
bronze objects of the period include a large number of brooches, mainly of the La T¢ne
ITI type which we have called the ‘Colchester’ brooch,* and rare other pieces (a few
enamelled) such as a tankard-handle, a belt-link, and two terrets.5 Ironwork® includes a
typically native ox-horned fire-dog head, and a horseshoe and part of another which be-
token influence from Roman Gaul. Imported Roman bronze brooches are also notable,
mostly of the thistle and Langton Down types,” but by far the most abundant imported
material was pottery; there was also a little glass.® The native pottery,® which must have
been manufactured in great quantities close by in kilns of which unfortunately none
were found, was throughout the pre-conquest period to a large extent influenced by the
imported Roman wares.9 Moreover, not only were these copied locally,’ but the Gallo-
Belgictt and pale-ware’2 industries of the Continent seem certainly to have established
actual branches here in pre-conquest times. Their imported products came from a wide
area mainly in Belgic Gaul and the Rhineland; the choicest imported fabric was Arretine
Sigillata,!s of which some actually came from Italy. The distribution of all this pre-
conquest imported pottery, and most notably of the Arretine ware, was thickest in the
north and north-east of the site, on the low ground by the river up which it came. Here
also were found some graffiti on Arretine sherds, which show that users of this ware at
least could have knowledge of Latin writing.’+ The subject of romanization in general
will engage us further below; meanwhile there are two conclusions regarding the nature
of the pre-conquest occupation which call for special stress.

First, the basic physical conditions of life remained largely unaffected by Roman
influence. Obviously trade with the Roman world, no less than supremacy in Belgic
Britain, must have increased the inhabitants’ wealth, and therefore the quantity and
variety of their material equipment. Obviously, too, consumption of imported goods
must have raised their superficial standard of living. The sheer material superiority of the
imported pottery must have made for greater refinement, and in addition, there is its

' pp. 59, 354. z pp. 129 {1 9 pp. 205-7, 256 ff. o pp. 202, 221 1.
5 pPp. 135, 140, 153. ' pp. 202—4, 207-13, 215 fL.

4 pp. 308 f.: penannular brooches, pp. 326-8. 12 pp, 204-5, 2389, 241.

5 pp. 329—30. 6 pp. 341 ff. 13 pp. 168—9, 180 ff,, 191-35.

7 pp- 314-19. 8 p. 288. 14 pp. 284-6.
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clear-cut specialization of form. This is of course no mere typological parade: it implies
specialization of use, connected mainly with food and drink. The wine imported in the
amphorae we have found may have been primarily for the rich who could drink it from
the appropriate Arretine cups, but the wider popularity of Gallo-Belgic cups, less costly
but still specialized for wine as no doubt were beakers for beer, proves a more general
diffusion of civilized manners. Such a diffusion is still better attested by the abundance
of platters, off which men had never been accustomed to eat in Britain before. There
would doubtless be more of the same kind to be said if our evidence were not confined to
imperishable materials. But of a house of civilized build there is no sign. Granted that
one abnormal site is not fully understood, the normal dwellings recognized, of whatever
size, were the huts of barbarians.” There is no properly rectangular house-plan, no fore-
runner of the large ‘barn-dwelling’ of Romano-British times: if any such existed, they
were too rare to make a showing here, dcsplte the great areas excavated. Instead, it seems
that large groups were housed by cnclosmg two or more ordinary round huts togcthcr in
a single ‘compound’. Even the site we have fancied might be Cunobelin’s need have been
no more than an aggrandized affair of this same kind. It is fair to draw this conclusion.
Camulodunum was no doubt more deeply influenced by Rome than any other British
centre of its time. But in the essentials of life the influence was a veneer.

Secondly, the place can only be called a ‘city’ in a carefully qualified sense. The
Romans’ word for it was presumably oppidum, but oppidum was a somewhat elastic term,
and their word for ‘city’ was #rés: could they have applied that here? The total area of
the site was something like a quarter of a square mile.? Yet only on the low ground neat
the river have we found any approach to a built-up area. Even there one can only see
what modern jargon terms a ‘conurbation’ by the exercise of great goodwill. Intensive
occupation after the conquest may have obliterated more than we have been able to
trace. But even so, there are wide areas of the site where occupation after the conquest
was not intensive. And there the pre-conquest dwelling-sites are few and unevenly
scattered. Denudation may have swept more away, and near the top of the hill probably
has. More may remain undiscovered in the areas where we could not excavate. But
concentrations of pottery and other rubbish will not wholly vanish even where site-
remains are denuded, and our grids of trial trenches were carefully planned to obtain the
fullest possible sample of the ground. Itisin fact wrong to call Camulodunum a city in
the Mediterranean sense that the use of the word inevitably conveys. The mere fact that
its defences enclose such an enormous area shows that that sense was wholly absent from
its founder’s mind. The same is almost equally true of the Gaulish Mont-Beuvray; but
here we have the far greater extent enclosed by the Colchester dykes as a whole, to show
that Cunobelin’s idea of a capital was not even an inflated hill-fort, but simply a fortified
tract of desirable land. Over all that tract occupation could be scattered, with particular
spots of varying importance here and there. Sheepen was the inner nucleus or focal spot,
as lending itself well to individual fortification, and as giving on to the river at the one
place where the river was unforested, fordable, and navigable. It may, as we have seen,

I As described by Strabo, Geogr. iv, 4, 3. 2 160 acres or about 64 hectares.
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be reckoned urban in the economic sense that its inhabitants do not seem to have lived
primarily off its own soil—though indeed there will have been plenty of room both for
gardens and for paddocks. It may be reckoned urban in the commercial sense that
merchandise was concentrated here to be bought and sold: in fact, part of its open spaces
may well have been used as market- or fair-grounds. Lastly, it may with great probabi-
lity be reckoned urban in the administrative sense: here we may believe the king’s coinage
was made, and here he may himself have had a residence, and if a residence, then no
doubt a place of judgement and of assembly.  Whether it was a particular religious centre
is more doubtful: the Roman temple is not certainly on a pre-Roman sacred site, and we
have guessed above that a primary sanctuary may rather have lain at Cheshunt. But here
if anywhere was the essential Camulodunum, the heart of Cunobelin’s capital. Yet, if our
excavated number of well-defined pre-conquest dwelling-sites be multiplied by ten—
quite a generous allowance for those ill-defined or undiscovered—we shall have only an
average of about one dwelling to the acre—160 in a quarter of a square mile.! The
Glastonbury Lake-Village had about half the number in nearly one-fiftieth of the space.
This then was not a city in the organic sense of a concentrated habitation-area, peopled
by a compactly dwelling body of citizens. Indeed, nowhere have any Belgic cities of
Britain been found which were. The term therefore needs using with due discretion, if
used at all.

The Roman Congquest and its aftermath, 4.0. 43-8

Cunobelin died about or soon after the date of the accession of Claudius, A.D. 41I.
Political disturbances followed his death, and the new Imperial Government decided to
annex the country. Camulodunum, as the old king’s capital, was the natural objective of
the Roman army of invasion in A.p. 43, and then (if not in the foregoing months of civil
disorder) its defences were strengthened. A supplementary dyke was thrown out on the
south-west to enclose a large annexe on the south side of the hill,2 shutting in the south-
west entrance, and the causeway of the west entrance was cut across. Such precautions
were useless: Cunobelin’s son Caratacus was defeated on the road from London, and the
capital yielded to Claudius in person. The Roman military headquarters were apparently
established on the level plateau south of Sheepen, in and beyond the region of the Royal
Grammar School, and the Roman road from London was apparently carried thither
through the main system of the dykes. The Sheepen Dyke was dismantled, its ramparts
levelled, and its ditches largely filled up. In the filling, together with a few droppings
of material brought to the site by the invasion, was incorporated much rubbish from
the pre-conquest occupation within, the main features of which were destroyed. The
central site was thoroughly obliterated, and what we have interpreted as Cunobelin’s
mint likewise; and, to judge by the excavated examples, perhaps three-quarters of the
ordinary dwelling-sites, whether small or large, were burnt or demolished. Of those
examples one large hut-site and three smaller ones, with a few more less well defined,

T Roughly 5 dwellings in every 2 hectares, boundary stream may also have been artificially scarped
2 Ditch Ia: the south margin of the.annexe along the (p. 111).
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alone can have been left standing:! here presumably dwelt natives willing to make their
submission to Rome—hardly more than one in four of the population. However, new
dwellings of the same type were put up on two of the destroyed sites? in the northern
quarter, and in the same area we have recognized about a dozen new hut-sites? where
occupation began in period III, within the first five years after the conquest. In the
centre and south traces of such occupation were much sparser,* but on the west a broken
line of habitations was established over the filled-in ditch of the destroyed dyke.5 The
total number of pits yielding material of this period (III) is between 25 and 30,5 ex-
cluding those already mentioned as having mainly earlier contents,” and about 20 more
with partly later contents (III-IV).®8 Some of these pits may have been dug for storage
as above conjectured for period I, but many seem to have been dug simply to have
their sand and gravel extracted and replaced by rubbish (e.g. those in the area of the
destroyed ‘mint’).? There were also other sand, gravel, and clay diggings.’® However, it
~ is to this period that belong the two most probable examples of the scooped-out threshing-

hollows referred to above,'! and it is possible that the natives still inhabiting the site,
deprived of their former farm-lands farther afield, now had to live partly by tilling the
soil close at hand. In general the standard of hvmg remained much as before, with the
addition of a much increased consumption of Roman goods. South Gaulish Sigillata now
replaced Arretine, and while Gallo-Belgic and other imported wares continued, the
romanization of native potting progressed and the first signs of a specifically Romano-
British pottery industry appeared. Industrially these years are otherwise not of great
interest, but economically they are of course important for the introduction of Roman
bronze currency, much of it consisting of copies minted officially or semi-officially on the
spot.’? British coins, however, continued to circulate. Signs of specific Roman initiative
on the site are limited to the laying and metalling of road I across the old west entrance,
to the digging of at least one timber-lined well,** and to one really ambitious undertaking,
the construction of a ditched aqueduct to bring water in an easterly direction from
Sheepen Springs.’+ This suggests that towards the end of these years the Roman authori-
ties began to have time to plan the features of a long-term occupation. However, at least
as far as the aqueduct was concerned, such plans were abruptly superseded when towards
the end of A.p. 48 it was decided to effect a withdrawal of garrison troops from the
district, and to replace them by founding the Colonia, on the hill adjoining Sheepen to
the east.

I p. 47, n. 65 p. 46, n. 3: site F13 will have been

strengthened, if the post-hole (p. 46, n. 5) is secondary.

z Pit Fg and site F16 (pp. 46, 65, 67).

3 Sites F1, F2, F3 (pp. 65, 68), F4 (p. 68), F5 (p. 62),
F6 (p. 68), F7 (p. 63), F12 (p. 68), F17 (p. 68), H1
(p- 68), E2 (p. 75), L5 (p. 104), ? D8 (p. 104).

* e.g. site C3 (p. 88)

5 pp- 59, 80, 86, 88, 110, 114.

6 Pits Hrz2, H2o (p. 68), ? Az22, ? B4 (p. 88), B6 (p. 81),
Cr, Cz (p. 88), D14, D1¢, D7, Dzo, D22 (but ? I-III),
Ls, L1, L16, L3g (p. 104), Z1, Z3, Y33, Y36, Y38

(p- 119), K1, K2, K10, K11, K13, K14 (p. 124).

7 p. 48, n. 5.

8 Pits F3, Hy7, H13, ? Hig (p. 68), ? A1o (p. 88), D8,
Dis, D16, D18, D1g, D23 (p. 104), C4, C10, C11, Z17,
Y8, Y12, Y14, Y22, Y23 (p. 119).

9 Pits K1 and K2 (p. 124).

p. 110, 114, I121.

I p. 48: hollows E1 and Ez, p. 75.

pit D7 (p. 104).
' pp. 155 ff.
4 Ditch E3, pp. 73 .

Also e.g. perhaps
13 Well I, pp. 61, 126.
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Fic. 3. Plan of the Sheepen site in periods III and IV (Claudius and Nero). Compare figs. 2 and 4, and the general plan pl. cxr.
The large numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 mark the positions of the six regions (plans, pls. cvi—cx1). Hand stippling, based on the distribution of
scattered material, has been added to the excavated features of the periods to indicate the approximate extent and density of the
effective occupation. Contours in feet.
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Sheepen and the Colonia, 4.0. 49—61

How the Sheepen site was transformed to serve as a works and labour centre for the
new foundation has already been seen (pp. 34-8). The new metalled road II, the timber
structures flanking it, the metal industries alongside it and elsewhere, the new brick and
tile industry, and the numerous new dwellings, attesting an increased population, have
been for the most part described, and it only remains here to fill out the picture by certain -
further observations. The greater part of the material discovered came from the filling
of pits, of which about go could be assigned exclusively to this period IV,! in addition to
the 20 mentioned above with contents partly of period III (p. 52, n. 8), and to 14 more
not finally filled before period VI.2 Also, the great majority of the pits without strictly
datable contents may probably be assigned to period IV—these numbered about 60 in all.
Six of the period IV pits, all in the same area,? were or had apparently been intended to
be special store- or cellar-pits of the rectangular clay and timber-lined type noted above
on the central pre-conquest site (p. 46): otherwise there is little to add to what has
" already been said on the purpose of the pits in general. The possibility that some at least
of these were originally grain-storage pits is sustained by the likelihood that threshing-
hollows were still being made and used in this period here and there.# But some of the
others were certainly abortive well-shafts, and some of the timber-lined wells founds may
be contemporary. No doubt the discovery that wells could be dug successfully had
something to do with the abandonment of the aqueduct noticed above: its level would in
any case have been too low to be much use if extended as far as the Colonia, which must
have relied on wells of its own.

That the Sheepen population still for the most part consisted of natives, now reduced
to a subject working-class for the Roman citizens of the Colonia, is made absolutely clear
by the dwellings. A new and more numerous series of huts was established over the ditch-
filling of the old dyke, of which about a dozen were either cleared or sectioned by excava-
tion,® and over the whole area within twenty more were found occupied in this period:
six entirely new,’ three rebuilt on period III sites,® ten or eleven continuing from period
IT1,9 and one the large hut mentioned above as lasting on from period I.7° In addition
there were the large and intensively occupied industrial quarters along and mainly north
of the contemporary road.’* Altogether, the hut-dwelling population was evidently at
least double what it had been in period III.72 And everywhere the huts were of the same
old native type, modified only in some rare cases by the addition of dug post-holes for

! Pits F1, F6, F7, F8 and 8a, F1o, F12, F13, H8, H14, 3 Pits D1, D2, L1, L2, L1g, L3o: p. 105.
Hzr1, H2z2 (p. 69), E3 (p. 71), Az, A3, A4, Ag, Ag, A11, 4 Sites D1, D3: p. 105.
Arz, A13, Azo, B, B2, B3, B, B8, Bg, Bro, Br1 (p. 93), 5 p. 126.
Li, L2, L3, L4, L6, L7 (late), L8, Lg, L1o, L12, L15, L17, ¢ Sites F8, F14 (p. §9), and others on the west (pp. 80, 84,
L24, L2g, L3o, L31, L32, L41, L41a, L41b (p. 105), C5, 91),and more sporadically the south-west (pp.110,112,114).
C6, C7, C8, Cg and ga, C1o, Cr11, C12, G1, G8, Gg, Y3, 7 Sites Ag (p. 91), L1, D4, D3, D7, Dg (p. 104).
Y4, Y6, Y10, Y11, Y29, Y30, Y31, Y41, Y42, Y45, Zs, 8 Sites F1, F3, F13 (pp. 61, 635).
Z1is, Z16 (p. 119), K3, K4, K3, K6, K7, K9, K12, K16, 9 Sites F2, F4, Fs, F6, F7, F12, F16, F17, H1 (p. 68),
K17, K20, K21, K22, L13, L37 (p. 125). and D8 (p. 104); perhaps also C3 (p. 52).

2 Pits Frr, F14 (pp. 69—70),A1,A6, A7, A8, A21(p.93), 10 Site F15 (pp. 47, 66, 68).
D1, Dia, D2, D6, D21, D24 (p. 105), Y44 (pp. 120-1). It pp. 69, 91, 99, 104. 1z See e.g. also p. 119.
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sturdier roof-ridge supports.! Even that addition had appeared at least as early as period
ITI,? and cannot be called specifically Roman. Otherwise, the greater frequency and
thickness of clay flooring and clayey wall-banks is the only sign of improvement. Inone
case the hardening of this clay in the Boudiccan conflagration enabled us to recognize
the six driven stake-holes, 4 in. square and 9 in. deep, that had supported the wattle-and-
daub walling: the hut had only been 8 ft. across.3” In such hovels (though this one was
exceptionally small) lived the native working-class. On the other hand, the buildings
of more civilized type which now appear on the site are much rarer and wholly distinctive,
and the two best preserved examples* prove them to have been of oblong-rectangular
plan, with uprights set in dug post-holes and vertical wattled walls bedded in gullies
between. Iron nails from woodworks and remains of roof-tilesé were found in quantity
on these sites, and the plan of at least one of them? recalls the regular barrack-building
of Roman camps or forts. That this was a centre of specifically Roman occupation is
shown by the differential distribution of Roman coins,® Decorated? and Plain!® Terra
Slglllata and other wholly Roman pottery,'! as between it and the crowded native .
huts along the old ditch-line near by. There was no mistaking conquerors and
conquered.

Against this harsh background of Roman and barbarian, which fits Tacitus’ account of
the times so well,’2 we have to interpret the massed ev1dence of industrial activity and
material culture. And here our finds when studied in abstraction present a much more
evenly toned picture, of a steady romanization in which native tradition blended with
what Rome imposed. While the workers dug clay and sand and gravel, and stacked and
carried brick and tile and stone, to build what seemed to them a citadel of eternal domina-
tion over their country,’3 clay from the same ground™* was serving a pottery industry in
which Roman and native elements had begun to merge into truly Romano-British work.1s
Rather over a century later even the mass of imported Sigillata was to meet competition
in its own kind here from these potters’ descendants, and the same is probably true of the
imported glass.’6 Meanwhile this period’s romanization of unglazed potting is only the

intensified sequel to more than a generation of pre-conquest influence on the native craft.
Similarly in metal-work, native and imported brooch-types now begin to coalesce in new
Romano-British models owing features to both.!7 Native enamel-working was not wholly
dead, and its practitioners could take ideas from the polychrome work introduced from
the Continent.’® In ironwork, too, new types appear;'® and if we had the evidence of
perishable substances no doubt the tale could be extended. Behind the bitter hatred of
subjects for new masters a material matrix was being formed for the cultural amalgam

! Presumably: e.g. site Fr (p. 62) and others (e.g. sites I Detailed evidence not compactly quotable.

F4, 5, 6,fig. 5 and p. 68, and in section 32,fig. 15, pp. 79—80). 12 And of which the Longinus tombstone is so effectively
z Site F13 (pp. 46, n. 5, and 52, n. 1). symbolic: p. 18, n. g.
3 Site Ag: p. 91, with pl. vu, 2. ) 13 Tacitus, Annals, xiv, 31, 6. See above p. 39 on build-
# Sites A1 (pp. 9o—1, with pl. 1x) and L3 (p. 104). ing-material for the Temple of Claudius in the Colonia.
5 p. 341. 6 p. 347. 4 p. 121, 15 pp. 205~7.
7 Site Ar. 8 p.167. - 16 p, 288, 17 p.-328.

9 p. 180. 10 p, 191, 18 p. 333, nos. 7-8. 9 pp. 341 ff.
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of Roman Britain. But before that amalgam could harden, the political atmosphere had
to be cooled by the gathering and clearing of the storm of revolt.

Boudicca and the abandonment of Sheepen, 4.0. 61—5

Boudicca’s rising found Roman Colchester unprepared, and our site has brought tell-
ing evidence of a desperate effort to rearm. Yet there was no effective resistance when
her onslaught came, and Sheepen and its industries, the Colonia® and its temple, met a
common ruin. But when the flames died down the significance of the Sheepen site may
have been asserted in a new way. Ifits refortification (fig. 4) was indeed taken in hand by
her, the ditch and palisaded rampart were to redraw the lines of Cunobelin’s mightier
defences. Boudicca will have aimed not only at fortifying a base for her campaign, but
at strengthening her cause by founding afresh—and no doubt re-dedicating to Camulos
the war-god—the capital of the old Belgic king. Her defeat and death quickly followed.
If the refortifying works are not hers, they can only be attributed to the victorious
Romans. They will then represent a project for turning the site into a large base-camp,
which was countermanded before they had been finished. In either case they were very
quickly levelled; and the Roman authorities decided to abandon the site altogether.
While the Colonia was rebuilt, the wreckage Boudicca had left behind her here was
decently buried in rubbish-pits? and under spreads of gravel; the road was made up; and
a sizeable hut of the old type was built in one place over the newly filled-in ditch, for
someone—perhaps a native overseer of these humble works—whose family possessions
suggest an old loyalty to Rome.? Soon the works were done and the hut demolished;
and but for some continued quarrying, and a shack or two on the eastern outskirts
with a little metal-working,* nothing was left.

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE

Period 1 A.D. (. 10—43
Period 11 » 43/44
Period III »  43/44—48
Period IV » 4961
Period V . . . ; y 61
Period VI . . . . »y 6I—. 6%

I The Colonia Pottery-shop destroyed in the sack (pp. 2o,
39) produced pottery paralleled on our site as follows :—

DecoraTep TERRA SiGILLATA @ E.4.8.T. xix. 278, pl. 1, 2
(our pls. xxx1v, 14; xxvii, 1); 3 (xxx11, 5, &c.); 4 (xxxv,
7)s 5 (xxx11, 16); 6 (xxx¥, 2); 9 (xxx111, 8; XXX, 14); IO
(xxxu1, 26; xxxvi, 24, 28); pl. mre (xxxvi, 16).

Prain TERRA S1GILLATA : Dr. 15/17, most abundant (our
s6); Ritt. 1 (s7); Dr. 18 (s8); Dr. 16 (s 9); Dr. 27 (s14
B—); Dr. 24/25 (s158—C); Ritt. 8 (s 16); Ritt. g (s17):
cf. our Table, pp. 188-9.

Otxer ForMs: our f. 17B, f. 62, f. 94, and a little Gallo-

Belgic Terra Rubra (p. 204), unidentifiable.

2 Pits Frg, H26 (p. 70), A23, A24, A25, A26, A27, A2g
(pp- 85, 95), D3, D4, D1o {p. 107), Cr135, C16, C20, C21,
G2, G3, G4, Gs, G6, G7, G111, Y32, Y43, Y46, Y48,
Y49, Z4, Z8, Z9g, Z12, ditch Z1, ditch Z4 (pp. 115, 121),
pit L38 (p. 126). Cf. those on the General Post Office site in
London: Arch. 1xvi, 2355 and Mr. G. C. Dunning’s observa-
tions on the Boudiccan burning of Roman London and their
similar relation to it: Antig.. Fourn. xxv, 48 ff,, 52.

3 Site A3: p. 95.

4 Site Dr1o (p. 107); metal-working, ibid.






KEY TO SYMBOLS

Top soil

Gravel

Clean sand

Dirty sand

Sandy earth

Ligh‘l: earth

Dark or dirty earth
Turf-laminated earth

Dark clayey sludge

Loam

Dirty loam and gravel mixture
Clay

Black layers, burnt or charred matter IR

Organica”y preserved timber

Undisturbed natural deposi’cs are normally

left blank
Key to the symbols used in sections (figs. 6—36).
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B. THE EXCAVATIONS
INTRODUCTORY NOTE

HE general plan of the site is given on pl. cxi. For purposes of description it has been
divided into six regions, numbered 1 to 6. The regions are planned separately on pls. cvi—
cxi. The south-western outlying sector at the far end of ditch Ia will be described with region .
The south-eastern outlying sector is occupied mainly by the second-century potters’ kilns, and
will therefore await our Second Report, but such first-century remains as it has will be described
with region g also. In the eastern sector of region 1 the late Flavian temple, together with the
stone wall bounding its enclosure or temenos, will also await our Second Report.
The scheme adopted for describing each region is as follows:

A. Stratification:
(1) Key-deposits;
(i1) Other stratified sequences (if any).

It will thus always be clear which deposits are integral parts of the key-deposit system already
explained, and which are related to it only by means of their datable contents.

B. Features by Period.

The same distinction will be emphasized in describing the features assigned, whether by key-
deposit or other stratification, or on the strength of finds or by analogy only, to each of the six
periods in order.

The division into regions has been made for the sake of convenient presentation to the reader.
In the actual business of excavation the site was divided into areas, lettered A, B, C, D, E, F, G,
H, K, L, W, Y, Z. The boundaries of these are shown on the region plans, and their d1st1ngulsh-
ing letters have been retained as index-letters in the numeration of the individual deposits, thus:
site A1, site A2, pit A1, pit A2, &c. The only features not so numbered are those whose impor-
tance transcends area and region bounds—namely the Sheepen Dyke itself, ditch I, with ditch Ia
and ditch Is; the period V ditch II, with ditch IIa; and the central roads I and II; also timber-
lined wells, kilns, clay-pits, gravel-diggings, and burials.

REGION 1
Plan, pl. cvi; photographs, pls. 11-1v; xv, 1

This region comprises two areas: area F, the strip of the By-pass road excavated in 1930, and
area H, lying S. of it and N. of Sheepen Road, excavated in 193§ and now the site of St. Helena’s
School. Between them these cover the bulk of that part of the site which lies on the habitable
flood-plain of the Colne. The natural formation is firm flood-plain gravel, usually covered by a
foot or two of the fine whitish flood-loam known locally as ‘pug’, The average elevation is some
25 ft. O.D., about § ft. above the present level of the river, which curves round the region on the
N., Sheepen Ford being some 2 50 yards away WNW. from the nearest excavated point on the
By-pass. The almost level expanse of the flood-plain 1s just diversified by a slight rise towards
the eastern edge of the region, crossing area F and chosen in area H for the site of the late Flavian

I
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temple. There were indications in certain places, most notable on the line of ditches F5 and F6,
that in antiquity the expanse was not quite so level as now, but these were nowhere very pro-
nounced.

A. STRATIFICATION

(1) Key-deposits
Sequence (a)

Period 1. The leading feature is Sheepen Dyke, dizck I, which crosses the W. end of area F
obliquely at about N. 28° E. Its width is from 30 ft. to 27 ft. 6 in. With intermissions along the
section-lines 1 and 2 and centrally between sections § and 6, it was entirely excavated for 83 ft.
(measured along its median line) from the N. boundary-fence. Fig. 5 is a detail-plan covering this
and the adjacent portion of the area, in which virtually all its key-deposits lie, the chief being in
ditch Iitself. These are first seen in sections 1 and 2 (fig. 6), which run lengthways along the ditch
on either side of its median line. They show how its bottom here falls to form a sort of basin,
1oft.in maximum depth (between these sections),and how NE. of this it rises for the interruption of

@ . SITEFH ) DITCH F6 (V)

¥ (vatuvra Graver) oF
- sTaxe NWENTRANCE (1)

SHEEPEN DYKE,
DITCH I

Scale of feet
laiiie { 2 g

Fic. 6. Region 1: sections 1 and 2, along ditch I at NW.
entrance and across ditch F6 (or I1a). See fig. 5.

a natural gravel causeway, still nearly 4 ft. high and originally, allowing for wear and weathering,
doubtless flush with the natural gravel of the flood-plain. This was the causeway of the N/7.
Entrance through the dyke. Allowance for denudation will give an original breadth of some 8 ft.,
and at what must have been its S. edge the stumps of two stout oak stakes were found (fig. § and
pl. 11, 2), standing now 2 ft. deep in the gravel. They were of circular section, just under 1 ft.
across and tapering at the bottom: nearly 4 ft. of each survived. One was 8 ft. from the outer, the
other 10 ft. from the inner lip of the ditch: they were g ft. apart. Perhaps with others now vanished,
they had supported a revetment of the edge of the causeway. That the ditch, with this as an orlgmal
feature, is of period I, is shown by the contents of its primary silting, w1th those of the sealing-
layers above. The stratiﬁcation is seen in pl. 11, 1, and may be studied in sections 1—2 (fig. 6) and-

3—4 (fig. 7).
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The primary silting was a heavy blackish deposit of sticky sludge 3 to g ft. thick. It was
waterlogged at the bottom, which, being below river-level, soon filled with standing water on
excavation (pl. 11, 2), though not actually touching the underlying London Clay. The sludge
contained great quantities of refuse, mainly broken pottery and animal bone, and the ditch had
evidently been used as an open midden. The pottery includes a good deal of Arretine Sigillata,
with stamps including Ateius and Xanthus, but no standard South Gaulish ware. The Gallo-
Belgic, also including stamps, was abundant, especially platters, cups, and beakers; there were Jugs
and flagons in pale wares, many amphora fragments, and ten pieces of wall-sided Roman mortaria
(form 1914). These last and two sherds of Roman cooking-pots (f. 266) are the only pieces which
suggest a date as late as the conquest; the great preponderance of the pottery was native ware,
both fine and coarse. Animal bone was very plentiful: horse (including a complete skull), ox,
sheep or goat, pig, dog, fox, and cat are all represented, the food animals greatly predominating.
Two of the ox-scapulae may have been used as shovels. The numerous bones of the scavenger
raven suggest a midden festering with carrion. Among the other bird bones those of domestic
fowl are of special interest as the earliest specimens (with but one elsewhere) yet dated in this
country. Opyster-shells were abundant. The charcoal and wood remains were wholly oak and hazel.

Period 11. Directly above this sludge lay a deposit clearly formed by the relaying in the ditch
of the greater part of the accompanying rampart. This filling of rampart-material is a mixture of
gravel and loam, in some places (e.g. section 4, near which was found the impression of the
Cunobelin coin 103) positively clayey. It was indiscriminately and evenly spread over the period 1
silt to produce a level surface, and contained numerous more or less distinct tips or shoots of dirty
rubbish, in which a good deal of pottery was included; these had evidently been cleared off the
occupled area adjoining. The pottery is in the main similar to that from the sludge below. Native
wares predominate, and the Sigillata is mainly Arretine; but with much Gallo-Belgic the Roman
wares now extend to several beakers (f. 102, 108 (2), 119 (2)), a bowl f. 218, and another f. 242.
This slightly larger instalment would be expected on the morrow of the conquest.

Period I11. Above this, as far as but not beyond the line of the entrance-causeway (sections 1-2),
was spread a continuous layer of black sooty occupation-earth, about 1 ft. thick, full of pottery and
refuse. In one place (sections 1 and 3) a clay floor had been laid, with a hollow, either made
purposely or sunk by the users’ weight, afterwards made up with gravel; this was an incident
within the period, as the black earth extended both below and above. The pottery is significant.
Arretine still predominates in the Sigillata, but standard South Gaulish ware now begins to
appear; the Gallo-Belgic series now includes specifically Claudian forms like 164 and 16¢, and
the cup f. 56 (42) and beakers 112 and 113 (32 and 88 specimens) are especially plentiful. Native
ware is still abundant, but the Roman list is now much longer: as well as jugs and flagons, am-
phorae and mortaria, there are not only beakers and bowls, but Roman cooking-ware in appreciable
amount.

Period IV. The entire period 111 layer was covered with clean and rather loose gravel, and this
formed a made-up floor, about 1 ft. thick, upon which, though pottery had been trodden into it
everywhere, actual habitation was confined to two hut-sites. Size F8 (section 4) was squarish,
with a post-hole recognizable at the NW. corner, and some 8 ft. across; size F'14 (section 1) was
rounder and about 10 ft. across, edged by small loam banks where its walls had been. The
intensely charred state of both sites and their scatter of burnt clay wall-daub, especially thick in
site F'14, point to the destruction of both by fire. From these sites and the gravel layer as a whole,
the pottery continues the tendency begun in the preceding layers: South Gaulish Sigillata is well
in evidence, and Gallo-Belgic somewhat diminished, though the beaker f. 113 is still plentiful
(48 specimens). The native list, though by no means small, accompanies a Roman assemblage
with definitely Claudian features. An as of Claudius (copy, grade II?) was also found (no. 163).

Period V. The stratification in section 1 suggests that the burning of site F14 was rapidly
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followed by the digging of the adjacent dizxck F6. Its attribution to period V is, however, not
proved here, and will be discussed separately below (p. 64).

Period V1. The only later feature here was pit F15, dug through from the top of the period IV
gravel over the outer edge of ditch I (fig. 5 and section 6, fig. 6). It measured 8 by 6 by nearly
3 ft., and its earthy filling contained material probably collected and buried in the final clear-up
of the site, including pieces of a ‘gladiator’ glass cup (p. 300, no. §2).

Sequence ()

The counterpart of ditch I was of course its rampart, of which only the base survived the
levelling of period I1. Stratified deposits were, however, found both under and over this, whereby
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Fic. 7. Region 1: sections 3—6 across ditch I or its edges. See fig. 5.

the key system can be extended.

Period I. The base of the rampart was found as an even stratum of laid loam, 6 to 12 in. thick
and 2§ to 30 ft. wide, running along the inner lip of the ditch. No traces of revetting-timbers were
noticed, but the face may, as in Lexden Dyke (p. 13), have been revetted with turf. The stratum
petered out opposite the entrance-causeway across the ditch, evidently for an entrance-passage;
it was just here that the later ditch F6 cut across it, and traces of an original gateway were not
recognized. For the rest, the rampart-base lay on a 4-in. thickness of dirty gravel, representing the
old ground-surface above the natural gravel subsoil. In this original surface-gravel, and also in
the rampart-base itself, along and S. of the line of section 3, which shows the stratification (fig. 7),
was found pottery. Thls, as antedating the rampart, is the earliest stratified material found,
and must belong to the beginning of period I as above defined (pp. 27-8). There was little of it.
All was native ware: that sealed in the rampart-base itself consisted only of a few indeterminate
scraps; that sealed under it in the gravel comprised sherds of two bowls, f. 217, 218, of soapy-
smooth superior ware, and one of a coarse store-jar, f. 271, with four scraps of burnt clay. So
small a yield agrees with the view that no serious occupation of this area need be allowed for before
the advent of the dyke-builders, to whom in fact these few leavings may well be assigned.

Period II. That the filling-stratum over the ditch I silt is indeed of material relaid from this
rampart is confirmed by the way it and the remaining rampart-base lie over against one another
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on the lip of the ditch in sections 3 and 4 and in section 8 (fig. 8). The levelling can only have
been deliberate, and the surface of the rampart-base as well as of the relaid stratum was used for
occupation.

Period I11. Section 3 shows how the black occupation-layer over the latter runs directly into
a dirty gravel layer, some 6 in. thick, overlying the former; the beginning of the same thing is
seen in section 4, and in section § (also fig. 7), fortified by an extra tip of loam, the buried lip of
the ditch has been covered by a hut-site, size Fz. It has a floor of blackened occupation-earth of
almost pentagonal shape (fig. ), some 13 by 19 ft., and two of its S. wall post-holes were found,
about ¢ in. in diameter. One of these is seen in section 7 (fig. 8), which runs obliquely across the
rampart-base from NNW. to SSE. (fig. 5). Five feet farther S. the tail of the latter gave place to
the blackened earth floor of another hut-site, size Fr. To follow this the section was turned through
a right angle ENE. (fig. 5), and reveals the floor running on this line for 16 ft. It was about g in.
thick, and lay directly on the natural surface, both here and in the transverse section 8 (also fig. 8),
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Fi16. 8. Region 1: sections 78, across sites F1, F2,and F3, with well I. See fig. 5.

where it is 15 ft. broad. Its pottery comprises native ware with an instalment of Roman forms
wholly consistent with period III. That of site F2 had similar pottery, with Arretine as well as
South Gaulish Sigillata, trodden into its floor; but higher in its 9-in. thickness was material showing
that it lasted into period 1V. Site F1, on the other hand, was then refloored, sealing over its period
ITI material, and the same was done in the third of this group of sites, size F3, lying directly N. of
it (fig. 5 and section 8). This was hollowed into the rampart-base and through it into the under-
lying natural gravel (pl. 1v, 1): its blackened primary floor, subquadrangular in shape and 13 ft.

by 9, ran down to a central pitlike hollow, with flat bottom 2 ft. 6 in. across, covered with damp
sludge, the whole yielding typically period III pottery. Its N. edge ran directly, like that of site Fz2,
into the period III occupation-layer over the filling of the ditch, and the gravel with which it was
made up for reflooring was likewise continuous with the period IV gravel over that again. Its S.
edge just touched site F1. On the E. side of the latter, at the edge of its period I1I primary floor,
a square well was found, we// I, 4 ft. 6 in. deep from the floor-level and nearly 8 ft. from the surface
(section 7; pl. 111, 3; fig. 37 and pl. xv, 1). This had a timber lining of oak boards superimposed on
edge, retained at the corners by upright posts 2 ft. 6 in. long and 6 in. square. The bottom pene-
trated to the London Clay, and the whole was full of dark mud, the removal of which produced a
foot or so of standing water. The scanty material in it agreed with period III, and in the mud at
its mouth was a complete flask f. 2314 (pl. Lxx1x) standing upside down. This was covered by
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a charred black stratum, sealed by a deposit of dirty loamy gravel, containing a streak of burnt
clay wall-daub, and topped by a further black stratum level with the top of the 51te F1 primary
floor.

Period IV. The reflooring of sites F3 and F1 is equated by stratification W1th the period IV
gravel over ditch I, with which the 8-in. gravel make-up in site F'3 is continuous, while the black
occupation-earth of the floor upon it is in turn continuous with the corresponding new floor of
site F'1 (section 8). This was laid on a 9-in. make-up of clean loam (cf. pl. 111, 3), in which were
embedded the roof-posts of a fresh hut. Those at the two S. corners were found, and are shown
in section 7, the SW. one 44 in. in diameter, the SE. 6 in. and standing right on the edge of well I,
which must now have been sealed up by the layers just described. Their charred material and
burnt daub come presumably from the destruction of the prlmary (period III) hut contemporary
with the well itself. Like the pottery from the upper part of site F'2 already mentioned, the pottery
from these secondary floors of sites F3 and F1 1s typical of period IV. Their native and Gallo-
Belgic wares, with a little Arretine survival, were offset by definitely Claudian material: e.g.
Roman f. 119, 140 (2), and cooking-pots f. 266/7 (8), with South Gaulish Sigillata, in site F1
floor itself, and Roman f. 161, 218, 231, and 242, with tile fragments, in the material upon it.

Period V. The charred nature of the site F2 deposit, and equally of that of the site F 3 secondary
floor, suggests destruction by fire. Though that of site F1 was only thin, it also was blackened,
and the posts appeared to have been burnt iz situ; further, while all three deposits yielded burnt
clay daub, this one had a regular bank of it along its E. edge, lying on a new charred layer over
the previous sealing of well I (section 7). All this i$ consistent with a destruction of all three sites
in period V.

Period V1. Directly afterwards, and so presumably in period VI, site F1 was covered with dirty
loamy gravel and sites F2 and F3 with loam.

(11) Other stratified sequences
Sequence (a)

Period I. Close to site F1 on the ENE. (fig. ), and perhaps belonging to it, was pir Fz, a
circular straight-sided pit 13 ft. across and § ft. deep below the natural loam surface (section 9,
fig. 9). Its datable material, accompanied by much food-animal bone, a sawn piece of red-deer
antler, oak and hazel charcoal and wood, including a piece of cak 2 ft. 6 in. long and the blade of
a small spatulate implement, was excluswely consistent with period I and lay in 9—14 in. of wet
sludge. It was probably a rubbish-pit.

Period 11 (?). This was sealed by 4 in. of rammed gravel.

Period I11. The pit and the whole surrounding area was then made up with loamy earth, to
provide a floor for a hut-site, size Fi5. This was vaguely hexagonal ih shape, and three post-holes,
§—6 in. in diameter, were found on its S. and E. edges, 20 ft. apart and subtending an angle of
about 120° Near the E. edge was a cobbled hearth 2 ft. across. The pottery in the make-up
indicates period I1I, and that from the occupation is in part as early.

Period IV. Most of the latter is, however, of period IV. Then, or possibly already in period 111,
the site was furnished with a drainage-ditch, dizck F3, running off to the SE. It begins in a
rounded cut into the make-up over pit F2 (section 9), and assuming a neat V shape (section 10)
passes out of the site to broaden into a clay-bottomed sump near the S. road-fence; a slight ditch
also ran into this from the opposite direction. Above a little rapid silt it was filled with dirty
sludge, and the contents agree in date with the site 5 occupation. They included some pieces of
native-baked tile (p. 347), and wall-daub with marks of wattling.

Period V. The latter was burnt, and other signs of fire suggest the same destruction as of
sites F1—2-3.
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Period VI, The same making-up with gravel followed here also.

Sequence ()

Period I11. SW. of site F'§ was a smaller hut-site 12 ft. by 9, site F7; its pottery, native, Gallo-
Belgic, and Roman, seems to begin in period III, but continues thereafter.

Period IV. The main occupation belongs to period IV, as the pottery and the presence of
Roman as well as (p. 347) native-baked tile show. Here, too, a drainage-ditch was dug, dizch Fz,
similar to ditch F3 but smaller. Roman cooking-pot f. 267 with its typical period IV pottery
suggests it remained open into period V1.

Sequence (c)

Period IV. Under the S. road-fence at the E. end of the area mapped in fig. § was found pir Fr.
[t did not extend across the nearest trench cut in area H, 10 ft. beyond the fence, and the segment
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excavated in area I was 4 ft. wide (section 13) and 14 ft. 6 in. along the fence-line (section 12);
it was thus not quite circular, measuring perhaps 16 by nearly 14 ft. Its sides were cut down
straight and steep to a depth of 7 ft. from the surface, or 4 ft. from natural loam, with a shelf 3 ft.
wide, 2 ft. 3 in. below the latter level, curving round its E. end. The main floor reached down to
the London Clay and was very wet. The filling consisted of malodorous stiff black mud, seamed
by four successive strata of laid clay. The pottery throughout, and round the pit’s edges, is to be
assigned to period IV. With it, plentiful especially low in the pit, were much food-animal bone,
oyster-shells, clay loom-weight fragments, native-baked as well as Roman tile pieces (one Roman
piece with plaster adhering), clay daub, and wood and much charcoal of oak and hazel.

Period V. When thus filled nearly full, pit F1 was covered over with a deposit of dirty earth,
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which section 13 shows running out northwards into a loamy bank beyond the pit’s edge. Beyond,
it is not quite clear what is banked-up loam and what natural; but the surface was evidently then
higher than now appears, and has since been planed down by ploughmg For 10 ft. from the edge
of the pit passes the same Jizck F6 that we have already seen cutting across the period IV stratum
over ditch I (p. 60): its whole course from there to the road-fence here was excavated, and the
apparent diminution in depth and width which it displays at this end (cf. fig. §) was seen certainly
to be due to this planing down of an original rise in the ground. Thus section 13 shows what is
really only its lower portion; however, it was not found again in area H, the other side of the fence,
although planing down of the surface had there ceased, so that it must have come to an end within
10 ft. of the fence. Here and throughout its course it contained miscellaneous pottery of all
periods to IV inclusive, which is consistent with the demonstration above ditch I (sections 1—2)
that it is later than period IV. But there is more to be said.

Nearly but not quite parallel to it on the S. runs a vertical sided trench, ditch F5, which has
every appearance of being a bedding-trench for a timber palisade. It begins abruptly s ft. from
the inner lip of ditch I, where it is cut into the remains of the rampart-base close to the interruption
caused by the original entrance (p. §8). It is here only 2 ft. from ditch F6, but 5o ft. farther this
distance has increased to ¢ ft., as seen in section 11 (fig. 9), which shows the profile of both ditches.
While ditch F6 remains 8 ft. 6 in. across.and 2 ft. deep, of widely splayed V shape and full of
loose loamy gravel (cf. pl. 11, 1), ditch F5 is 3 ft. deep, with vertical sides and slightly rounded
bottom: the bottom was elsewhere nearly flat, as seen in pl. 111, 2, which also shows a cobbled
hearth laid in the top of its filling (location in fig. §). The ﬁlhng was everywhere of dirty loam,
containing, like that of ditch K6, pottery of all periods to IV inclusive. Thus when it approached
the bank of similar material on the edge of pit K1 its profile was difficult to make out (section 13);
however, that it was later than this pit is shown not only by its association with this same bank,
but by the fact that on plan (fig. §) it curves out towards ditch F6 in order to avoid running over it.
In a bedding-trench for a palisade which required stability this is natural, though its coming so
near the pit at all points to hasty planning. Being thus proved to agree with ditch F6 in post-
dating period IV, and to be associated with the loam bank over the edge of pit F'1, it and this bank
may reasonably be taken together with ditch Fé6, with which it is so closely ahned as a single
complex. Now in regions Il and IV we have the exactly similar phenomenon of ditch II (p. 40)
and its associated palisade-trench, which will be proved {pp. 85, 110) to be not only later than
period IV, but earlier than period VI—in other words, to belong to period V. We have in fact
identified them (pp. 41—3) as remains of unfinished defences erected round the site in that period
either by Boudicca or by the Romans after her defeat. It would seem that ditches k5 and Fé6
here are part of the same defences, their otherwise inexplicable terminations being perhaps
accounted for by the unfinished state of these, proved in region 6 (pp. 125—6). The bank over pit .
F1 will thus be part of the small rampart, upcast from ditch F6, backing the palisade in ditch k5,
and all will be of period V together. This may be expressed by calling them dizck I14 and
palisade-trench. The latter was picked up again 1n area H, and pursued there as far as between
190 and 210 ft. from the road-fence, where it petered out. The argument being inferential,
the term ditch II is not used outright, nor are they classed as key-deposits; but they fit so well
with the plan of ditch II and its palisade that their identification as the northern face of the
same defences may be accepted as virtually certain, and has been adopted in the discussion
above (pp. 41—3), illustrated by fig. 4 (p. §5). The convergence of ditch 6 or IIa with ditch II
must be located just outside the excavated area some 200 yards from Sheepen Ford, as is indicated
by the NW. course on which it passes out of the area under the N. road-fence and by the NE.
course of ditch I when last seen in region 2 (p. 77). There was presumably an entrance through

the defences there, answering to the original entrance through the period I defences here already
described.
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Period VI. The filling in of ditches F 5 and F6, and consequent removal of the associated bank
except where partly left above pit F'1, will then have soon followed. Two shallow rubbish-pits dug
in the latter’s filling N. of site Fg, and another connected with it by a short drainage-ditch close
by (fig. ), belong presumably to period VI, but yielded nothing distinctively datable.

Sequence (d)

The last-mentioned pit was dug partly into the edge of a curving bank of clayey loam, bounding
a large habitation site, site F'9, which will be described in succession to what underlay it, beginning
with period I. ,

Period 1. 18 ft. from ditch F6 on the line of section 11 (fig. 9) was a cylindrical pit, pir Fy, 8 ft.
in average diameter and § ft. 6 in. below natural loam surface. Its flat bottom cannot lie far short
of the London Clay, as over 1 ft. of water stood permanently in it after excavation. It is most
naturally interpreted as a water-hole, situated as it is just inside the site’s original NW. entrance,
for its sides had been carefully lined with large oak balks, set vertically, 3 ft. high; of these a
number remained i# situ (pl. v, 1: cf. section 11). These were almost wholly covered by the mass
of dark wet sludge which ﬁlled the pit; it contained very little, only nine pieces of oak, a piece of
slag, and some purely native pottery (f. 249, 272, 102). This paucity of rubbish supports the
water-hole explanation.

Period I1. Over this tips of ash and peat turves had been shot in to seal the pit; these contained
pottery no later in date (native f. 116, 229, 266, 27715 beaker 113), so that the sealing need be no
later than period II.

Period III. Above them were successive strata of gravel, loam, and again gravel, with pottery
including (with native ware) Roman f. 245, and so indicating perlod III, when the top gravel
stratum will have formed the surface.

Period IV. These strata settled into the underlying pit-filling, so that a layer of stiff clayey
mould was required to level up for the floor of size Fy. This mould contained, again with native
ware, Roman f. 119, 1844, 218, 2328, and Gallo-Belgic including, with f. 56 (3), part of a f. 12
ﬁttmg pieces from elsewhere in 'the site Fg floor. Itis thus of period IV together with the latter,
which yielded, with two Arretine survivals, much South Gaulish Sigillata Claudian at earliest,
Gallo-Belgic including, with e.g. f. 5, the Claudian f. 16 and 17, and with much native, bowl
beaker, and cooking-pot also Roman f. 234, 263, 265 (2), and 266/7 (6), and amphora f. 185 as
well as 182. No remains of structure were recognized, but the site’s blackish occupation-earth had
a cobbled hearth in it just over pit F4, and extended over a subtriangular space some 36 by 28 ft.,
with a shallow oval hollow on the SW., and the above-mentioned loam bank bounding it on the W.
There was nothing later than period IV, but destruction by fire was not positively attested.

The remaining stratifications in the region do not call for exposition in formal sequences. They
consist partly of minor successions on individual sites. In size Fr3 (section 16, fig. 10) the lowest
occupation-level, with a post-hole, and pottery perhaps of period I, certainly of III, was in part
covered with a loam floor over which the pottery was certainly of period IV. Similarly in site F16
(section 18) material suggesting period I was found in the centre of the floor, the N. edge of which
was covered by a heap of loam and gravel obtained by dlggmg a shallow round pit here to a lower
level; the pottery in this and in the upper part of the occupation-earth was of periods III and IV.
And in pir Fy (section 20, fig. 11), really only an unusually deeply hollowed occupation-site, the -
low-level pottery was a typical perlod I group, and the primary occupation-layer was impinged on
at the N. end by a loam deposit coming apparently from the collapse of the wall-bank on this side,
with the destruction of the wall marked by a juxtaposed layer of burnt daub, over which a thick
stratum of charred material and ash covered the whole occupation-layer; over thls a sand floor was
laid, and a secondary occupation followed with pottery indicating period III. Thus site F'13 shows

4
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reconditioning at the start of period IV, and these other two probably destruction at the conquest,

followed by renewed occupation thereafter And in the S. centre of area H pir Hzo, 6 ft. deep and
at least 16 ft. across containing mainly native pottery but also a piece of Sigillata form 29, and so
best assigned to period I11, had its 2 ft. of filling cut into by two secondary pits, pizs Hz1 and 22,

the material in which indicates period IV.

The second form of stratification to be noted, in area Hj results from the presence over large
parts of the area of a recognizable period I loam surface, with a scatter of occupation-material
concentrating into more or less distinct patches or sites in places, and with contemporary pits dug
in it in others, with over it a varying incidence of floot-surfaces of later periods, often discontinuous
and interrupted by pits, vaguer disturbances, and in places of stone structures of the later period
distinguished by the two Roman temples. The resulting stratification was often complicated, but
is on the whole instructive in general rather than in detail. The features of which it was composed
will therefore be noted only under their various periods.

B. FeaTures BY Periop

Period T

() Defences (with entfance) Described pp. §8—60; and see further pp. 71, 77 ff.,, 108 ff.
(6) Occupation-sites. These may be divided into large, with area approaching or exceeding 1,000
sq. ft., and small, less than half that size. Of the former well-defined examples are in this region
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Fic. 10. Region 1: sections 14—18, across sites Fro, F11, F13, F15, and F16,
See pl. cvi.

rare, Site Fro, which was bisected by the S. road-fence and only excavated within it, had been
more or less circular, 36 ft. in diameter. Section 14 (fig. 10) shows half of its very simple cross-
section, with occupation-earth 1 ft. thick lying level upon natural loam; after the close of the
period it had been covered with loamy gravel. No structural remains were noticed. Size F15,some
200 ft. farther ENE., was a large oval dwelling 40 ft. by 26 surrounded by a low wall-bank
(section 17 and pl. 1v, 2). This had been made by removing the natural loam over the enclosed
area to leave the underlying gravel surface as the floor; on the N. the bank was hard to distinguish
from the natural loam, but on the S. it was gravelly, and had been reinforced on the inside. The
15 in. thickness of occupation-earth within was devoid of stratification, and its beginning in
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period I is inferred only from the large amount of native and other pre-conquest pottery (e.g. four
pedestals f. 202 and one 201, Arretine with stamps 20—21 and (p. 284) graffiti) present besides
wares of periods III and IV, into which the occupation continued uninterrupted. The Cunobelin
coins 27 and §8 were also found. A few other sites as large may be represented by areas of the
occupation-surface in area H, but were less well defined. The smaller type of hut-site was more
plentiful. Size Frr, near site F1o, had a squarish dwelling-area floored by level natural loam
(section 15) 21 ft. by 17; after 1 ft. of occupation-earth had accumulated, a bowl-shaped clay
hearth had been made in the middle, an oval 11 ft. by 8. Structure was represented by one post-
hole, 18 in. across and 21 in. deep, on the W. wall-line. The pottery was all period I, and in the
layer above the hearth was a gold-plated coin of the Brigantes (p. 135, no. 1). Size H3 was just
inside the ditch IIa palisade S. of F1o, which it resembled on a smaller scale, 20 ft. in diameter.
A more hollowed-out type was represented by the site called pir Hz5, 50 ft. W. of the later temple
enclosure-wall; its flat floor, 10 ft. across, was sunk 1 ft. into the loam and covered flush with
occupation- —earth. Pit Hz4 was another such, g ft. across and 1 ft. deep, in the S. of the area: it
lasted into period III. On the excavated lme running mldway between the last-named, SW. from
the smaller Roman temple, were six less determinate patches in the level loam surface Wthh may
have been regular occupation-sites but were not definite enough for numeration : all had exclusively
period I pottery. Another, SW. of pit H2, covered periods I-I1II, as did size Hz, 8 ft. across and
SW. of the larger temple, adjoining which, however, were two further patches with period I
pottery only. A further area of patchy period I and period I-III occupation was trenched along
a line parallel with the S. road-fence and some 10-12 ft. from it. And in area F within the fence
the initial occupation of size Fr3 and size F16 (sections 16, 18, fig. 10) and of pir Fy (section 20,
fig. 11) has already been given as of period I (p. 65); a period I occupation lasting without
break into period III was further noted on size 18, SW. of pit Fg, which was adjoined by a small
pit and other indeterminate occupation-patches.

(¢) Wells. The untimbered wells Hr and Hz are possibly but not certainly as early as this
period (p. 69).

(d) Pits. The timber-lined water-hole piz F4 has been described (p. 65, Section 11, fig. 9).
All the other period I pits in the region resembled piz Fz (p. 62, section 9, fig. 9) in having been
used as rubbish-pits, though this may not have been the primary purpose of all or possibly of any
of them (p. 48). They were pir F3 (an oval 7 ft. by 4, 15 in. deep from loam surface), piz H3
(27 in. in diameter and in depth below mean loam surface), piz Hy (7 ft. in diameter and nearly
4 ft. deep from loam surface), pits H5 and Ho (§ ft. in diameter, 3 ft. 6 in. deep from mean loam
surface), and pir H6 (5 ft. in diameter and depth). Pir Hz closely resembled H3 and 4, but was
barren. Pjts Hrs5 and 16, in the occupation-area near the road-fence just mentioned, contained

pottery largely of this period, but partly of period III, as did pits F3 and Hg, 1oand 11 (p. 68).

Period IT

Levelling of defences. Described pp. §9—61; and see further pp. 30-2. The abandonment,
destruction, or reconditioning of period I sites may theoretically be assigned to this period also,
but does not call for separate notice here.

Period IIT

(4) Occupation-sites. Unbroken continuation of the period I occupation is attested on size Fr3,
site Fr5, site F18, site Hz, pit Hz4, and the various patch-areas in area H just noticed, where,
however, there was a good deal less continuation than cessation at the conquest. New patches
of period III were also noticed occasionally in the road-fence neighbourhood, SW. of the
smaller and within the area of the larger Roman temple; also near pit H2 and S. of site Fr3.



68 , THE EXCAVATIONS

Occupation renewed after destruction or reconditioning of period I sites is attested on size F16
(section 18, fig. 10) and pir Fg (section 20, fig. 11). Of the new occupation-areas and sites now
beginning, that over the filling of ditch I, with the adjoining sizes Fr,Fz, F3,has been noticed above
under key-deposits (pp. §9—62, with figs. 6—8). The remainder are size F4, bordered by the
palisade-trench (ditch Fg), with one recognizable post-hole (seen in section 11, fig. 9); site F6,
adjoining it, with two post-holes but mutilated by modern pipe-lines; size F, already noticed
(p. 63); site F1z,an oval 12 ft. by 8 against the N. road-fence; size F17, 16 ft. by 9, S. of site F15
and connected with it by a continuous dirt-patch; sitze Hr, a loam-floored hut-site with vague
remains of structure in the W. corner of area H, some 20 ft. across; and the small, sunk-floored
site pit Hy, 6 ft. across. All the above are sites of the smaller category, except site F15; in the
larger, we have already described site F5 (over pit F2, p. 62 and section 9, fig. 9). Except where
there were disused features of period I to be covered up (e.g. pit F4, p. 65, and section 11, fig. 9),
gravel metalling was not employed in this period, and the occupation in general appears as simply
a modified and diminished version of that of period I.

(8) Wells. The timber-lined we// I in area F, described on p. 61 (with section 7, fig. 8), is
discussed further below, p. 126 (with pls. 111, 35 xv, 15 fig. 37). Of the untimbered wells in area H,
well Hr is possibly of this period or (p. 67) of erlod I, but its contents provide only definite
evidence for period 1V (p. 69). #ell Hz, under the N. wall of the later building adjoining the
SW. corner of the Roman temple-enclosure, was impossible to measure accurately owing to the
soft sand, but narrowed downwards: it was cleared to 8 ft. from surface. The large amount of
pottery in it was certainly as early as period III, and it may possibly have been open already in
period I (p. 67); but it remained open in perlod IV (p. 69). Pir H1, SW. of well H1, may be
an attempted well-shaft of this period, but was barren.

(¢) Pits. The continuance of piz F3 has been noticed (p. 67); pit H5 (p. 67) and pir Hro
(adjoining and otherwise similar to pit Hg: p. 677) may also have continued, with (perhaps) the
larger pit Hrr(p. 67), adjoined by two minor pits. Other rubbish-pits, new in period III, are
pit Hrz, narrow and 4 ft. deep from contemporary surface; the large oval pir Hr3; 6 in. deeper;
and perhaps pir Hrg: the last two continued later (p. 69). Pizs Hi5 and 16 (p. 67) contained
some pottery of this period but no later. This is also the date of piz Hzo, later converted into pits
Hzr and 22 (p. 66).

(d) thc}zes Ditch F3, draining site F 5, has been noticed (p. 62); dizch Hr, a small drainage-
ditch (apparently), 3 ft. 3 in. wide and 1 ft. deep, was found running on a gently curving course
directly S. of the ditch IIa palisade line SE. of pit H10: the pottery in it is in part as early as this
period (also p. 69).

Period 1V

(a) Occupation-sites. This period brought considerable changes in the character and distribution
of the occupation. The layer of gravel already described in the key-deposit sequence over ditch I
(p- 59) is only one instance of a widespread application of this form of metalling to the old,
normally loam surface, especially in area H where the previous occupations had been denser than
nearer the margins of the site in area F. However, this gravel metalling was often hard to dis-
tinguish from subsequent applications in period VI, and again in connexion with the later Roman
temples. Only well-defined instances of it in relation to sites or pits of this period will therefore
be further mentioned.

Occupation-sites continuing without break from period III are size F2 (p. 61, sections 78,
fig. 8); site Fy (above: section 11, fig. 9); size F5 (p. 62, section 9, fig. 9); site F6 (above); site F7
(p. 63); site F1z (above); site Fr5 and the connected size Fr; (above and p. 67: section 17, fig.
© 10); size F16 (above and p. 677: section 18 ibid.); size Hr (above); and piz Hy (above); all these are of
the smaller category except sites F5 and F15. We have already described the reflooring now of
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sites T and I3 (pp. 61, 62, sections 7-8, fig. 8; pl. 111, 3), and of site F13 (p. 65, section 16,
fig. 10). Of new sites, having described the large site Fg (p. 65, section 11, fig. 9) and sites I8
and I14 over ditch I (p. 59, sections 1 and 4, figs. 6—7), we have to record piz FII, an oval site
S. of site F'13 with loam-floored flat bottom cut 3 ft. in natural gravel; various less determinate
patches in new-laid gravel SW. of the small later temple and W. of it near the S. road-fence; and
a considerable scatter under and in the Flavian cella make-up of the larger temple, where with
period IV pottery there were coins of Claudius (nos. 143, 145), and a number of interesting
British coins (13, 22—3, 25, 76—7, 98). In the S. of the region, too, by well H2 and pits Ha1—22,
the earlier loam surface was overlain by an extensive burnt clay layer 6 in. thick, with (apart from
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Fic. 11. Region 1: sections 1g—21, across pits F8 and F8a, Fg, and F1o,
See pl. cvi,

earlier strays) period IV pottery and abundant relics of metal-working, comprising bronze frag-
ments and slag, pieces of vitrified clay and crucibles, and much charred matter.

(b) Wells. Both the untimbered wells Hr and Hz (pp. 67, 68), although earlier dating cannot
be ruled out, produced a great preponderance of pottery (with tile) of this period.

(¢) Pirs. Pir I3 and pirs Hr3 and 19 (pp. 67, 68) contained pottery including this period; the
digging of pits Hzr—22 into their period III predecessor has been described (pp. 66, 68); and
pit Fr also, with its sequence of clay layers. New pits of this period are pirs F1r,12, 13, and 14,
of which 13 contained, with typical period IV pottery, tile, and vitrified furnace-clay, a quantity of
bracken, preserved in the wet sludge on its bottom; pits H8 and Hrg; and a notable complex of
rubbish-pits SW. of site F1 5, comprising two small outliers, pits 6 and Fy, a linked pair of larger
pits, pits I8 and F84 (section 19, fig. 11), and, enlarged from a deep central hole to measure 34 by
22 ft. and impinge on the latter, the enormous pir Fro (section 21, fig. 11). The amount of rubbish
in them was immense: period IV characteristics dominated the pottery, and with it a varied
miscellany included clay daub, Roman tile, pieces of clay loom-weights and other objects, vitrified
furnace-clay, slag, bronze objects, notably brooches, iron nails, &c., and an iron latch-lifter, wood
. and charcoal (oak and hazel), and great quantities of food-animal bone. We cite this simply as
a particularly rich example of the sort of assemblage found in all these pits, whether small or large.
It remains possible that the large pit 8—8a—10 complex may have originated as a threshing-hollow;
on this, see p. 75 below (and above, pp. 48, 52). 4

(d) Ditches. Ditches F2 and F3, draining sites F7 and Fg, have already been noticed (pp. 62,
63); the pottery in ditch Hr (p. 68) extended well into this period. An unexplained semicircular
ditch with a flat bottom only 18 in. deep, dixk F4, adjoined pit F'1 (p. 63), the topmost filling-
layer of which ran over into 1t (section 12, fig. 9); its pottery also agrees with this period.
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Period V

(@) Destruction. By far the greatest number of the sites and pits in this region yielded nothing
later than period 1V, and this abrupt cessation may safely be equated with the Boudiccan destruc-
tion. Signs of fire were noted especially in sites Fr—z—3, F5, F8, F1z, Fr4 (pp. 612, §9—60), and
the metal-working area in the S. of the region (p. 69), but of no site can it be said that it was
certainly not destroyed by violence.

(6) Defences. Ditches F5 and F6 have been described above and identified with this period’s
defences as ditch 114 and palisade (p. 64).

Period VI

These, as containing nothing datable later than period IV, were presumably filled in directly
afterwards, and any of the period IV deposits of which the same is true may only now have been
completed. In general, however,.the main work of: this period was the covering over of the
abandoned sites, pits, &c., with gravel. Dixh Fz and pits FI1_and 14 (pp. 62, 69) received a
little new rubbish, and the gravel expanses in area H, e.g. by well H2, from time to time included
pottery as late as this, distinguishing this period’s new applications of metalling from those of
period IV. NE. of this, near and over pit H2, the second of two gravel layers displayed a great
number of holes such as might be made by large tent pegs (such as would be necessary with
leather tents of the Roman type): this (p. 43, n. 3) was the only hint of positive occupation. In that
layer was dug pir Hz6, with pottery as late as period VI; this was a small round pit dug 1 ft. into
the loam. The larger pir Frs, of this period, dug over ditch I, has been described under key-
deposits above (p. 60).

Later Remains

The larger Roman temple, with its polygonal enclosure-wall, was of the end of the first century,
and the related occupation, including the small building outside the W. corner of the enclosure
above well H2 and widespread new gravel metalling, was mainly of the second century; the
smaller temple N. of this was added in the third century.

REGION 2
Plan, pl. cvi1; photographs, pls. v—vi; xv, 4

This region comprises area E, the greater part of which is the strip of the By-pass road excavated
in 1931. The remainder, a single long trench in the field E. of this and of Sheepen Farm, was
excavated in 1934. W. of a point opposite the farm-house, watch on the construction of the By-
pass showed no traces of occupation, other than a very extensive area of clay-diggings and
brick-field debris, of Flavian or later date; here in fact the Colne comes within some 80 yards of
the road-fence, and the hill-side swings away SW. to form the hollow where rise Sheepen Springs.
The excavated strip between this and Sheepen Road, the boundary of region 1, lies centrally across
the knoll, standing at about 30 ft. O.D., in which Sheepen Hill here terminates above the water-
meadows of the river. The London Clay is here only covered by 4 to 6 ft. of gravel and loam; this
strip is thus not so dry as region 3 higher up. It lies outside Sheepen Dyke, and largely outside
the period V defences also.
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A. STRATIFICATION
Key-deposits
Sequence (a)

Period 1. The Sheepen Dyke, dizch I, was revealed in section 22 (fig. 12). It was of softened
V form, about 9 ft. deep from ancient (11 ft. 6 in. from modern) surface-level, and originally, it
would seem, some 32 ft. wide, but now splayed by weathering to about 36 ft. In the bottom was
12—14 in. of dark sludge, yielding native pottery including f. 116 and 254 and Gallo-Belgic f. 3.
Nothing was to be seen of the rampart.

Period II. And the period II filling was not formed simply of rampart-material as in region 1.
Apart from a small bed of dirty loam on the W. side, it consisted of clayey earth blackened by
burnt material, and it would seem that here the destroyers of the rampart employed the bulk of 1t
for other purposes, and used this part of the ditch as a shoot for destruction-rubbish, resulting
presumably from the events of the conquest. It was 20 in. thick and contained little pottery
(native f. 128; Gallo-Belgic 2 and 3), and was covered by a thin layer of barren sand.

Period II-I11. Above this was a further destruction-rubbish stratum, of a maximum thickness
of 21 in. and running not only, like its predecessor, right down from the ditch’s inner lip, but
right over the outer lip and for some 38 ft. beyond, as a continuous layer 6—10 in. thick (section 2 3).
It contained native ware (including f. 259/60, 2608, 271), much Gallo-Belgic (f. 1, 2 (2), 3, 12,
51, §3, with beaker f. 79, 113 (4), 114), and Roman mortarium f. 19I—an assemblage still
virtually of period I character, and thus in itself capable of deposit in period II. But since there is
already one period II stratum beneath it, and since we are not dealing with a true deposit of
rampart-material here, it is better to allow its formation to have lasted long enough to qualify for
period III. It is therefore classed as of period II-III; further cases of this will occur presently.

Period I11. Period 111 proper was in fact represented above it by another sand layer, 18 in.
thick. The combined pottery-list from this and the gravel layer next above was still not positively
later than period I11: Arretine (platter-rim); Gallo-Belgic f. 2, 56, 85, with beaker 113 (3); native
f.1145(2), 116, 165, 218, 221, 259; and Roman f. 186 and 193.

Period IV. But the gravel layer obviously corresponds to the period IV gravel found in this
position in the region 1 sections (figs. 6—7), and it must be taken as laid, with that, in period 1V,
but containing only rubbish or type-survivals from the preceding period. Into its W. end was dug
pit E3, of rectangular profile 4 ft. 6 in. across and 2 ft. 9 in. deep, on the far side of which the
gravel had been banked over with dark earth; this and the pit contained typically period IV pottery,
and the pit-filling was wholly of intensely black charred matter. The explanation came 30 ft.
farther W., where a deep excavation had been made for the accommodation of a Roman #ile-kiln.
The stoke-hole sloped up in the direction of the pit, and its gravelly clay lining was continuous
with the surface-level upon the intervening period I1-1II layer and the earth bank adjoining the
pit—made presumably of earth from its excavation. The furnace-mouth of the kiln, 2 ft. 9 in.
wide, was found i sizu (pl. v, 2); it was built of mortared tile and had culminated in an arch, which,
however, had had its crown deliberately broken. The flanking walls were cleared for 2 ft. on each
side and were of the same build, backed with stiff clay packing, which reappeared in the section
in a thick stratum spread for some distance at the back of the kiln. The excavation of the kiln
itself was not permitted, and there was no closely datable pottery even in the blackened stoke-hole
floor. But the whole stoke-hole and kiln-mouth were choked with clay and tile debris, overfired
wasters and other tile fragments, and since on’the site as a whole the appearance of tile in quantity
coincides with the opening of period 1V, the kiln’s stratigraphical dating to that period is abun-
dantly confirmed. This will be found of value in the next sequence.

Period V. Since the abandonment of the kiln was accompanied by the deliberate breaking of its
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furnace-arch, it looks like the work of the period V destroyers; and particular reason for this is
supplied by the fact that the site was wanted for the period V defences. Dirch 11, exactly on the
alinement given it at the N. edge of the neighbouring region 3, in fact passes directly behind the
kiln, being dug through the clay stratum continuous with its back packing; and from over this to
a point 5 ft. beyond the stoke-hole mouth the whole filled kiln-excavation was covered with the
upcast from the ditch, spread to form the base of the accompanying bank (just as that fromditch IIa
over pit F1, p. 64). And its interlocking with the debris under it at the stoke-hole mouth shows
that the ﬁllrng of the kiln-excavation with debris, and the laying of the bank over it, were parts of
one operation. The bank was spread to some 30 ft. wide; there was no certain sign of a palisade-
trench, and ditch II itself had an unfinished appearance. It was roughly V-shaped, some 16 ft.
wide and 4 ft. deep. It contained a primary silt layer of black destruction-rubbish, 6—8 in. thick,
with much period IV pottery.

Period VI. Directly on this lay the gravel-loam refill obtained evidently from the upper part of
the bank, with a little more such pottery; above lay loose gravel metalling, as again on the other
side of the kiln-site.

Sequence (b)

Period I. Near the middle of the W. portion of the region, but linked with the preceding
sequence as will be explained was size E1, roughly circular, 18 ft. across and sunk a foot or so into
the natural gravel. As seen in sections 24—-5 (fig. 13), it is mutilated by two modern water-mains,
but a flooring of grey clay could be made out, shown at its 3. end in section 24, and irregularly
mingled with sand in section 25. Out of it on the NE. side opened the drain ik E4, and from
the rather vague expanse NE. again the further drain dizch E5, also fed by a second affluent passing
N. of the site itself. The other edge of the site was cut in steps into the gravel, and a gravel ledge
and a bank of sand here overlay the grey floor: the wall must have been bedded here, but no post-
holes were found. The black occupation-earth on the floor and against this bank (section 2%)
contained exclusively period I material: an amount of native ware (e.g. f. 2 §9), Gallo-Belgic (e.g. 7,
56) and beaker (84, 113), and the Arretine stamp C:VIB (p. 192, no. 25). Briquetage of Red
Hills type (p. 346) occurred; also an iron fire-dog-head, and—a find of particular interest (p. 342)
—an iron horseshoe and part of another, definitely stratified with the rest (fig. 64, 1, 2—3). Ditch
E4 also contained period I pottery; it ran E. for some 30 ft. undisturbed, and 1ts farther end
provides one link with the preceding sequence. It was truncated, after ﬁlling (section 26), by the
NW. edge of what will be described directly as Hollow Ex, which at its full extent will be shown
to be of period I1I, and need only be mentioned here because it may, as will be seen, have begun
on a smaller scale, not yet in contact with ditch Eg4, and possibly before the end of period I.
This possibility does not interfere with the stratified succession. The other link with sequence
(2) is provided by site E1 itself.

Period 11 is there only represented negatively by the breaking off of the occupation and the
disappearance of whatever structure it carried.

Period I11. Directly afterwards, site E1 was covered by what is left of the gravel and sand upcast
from the digging, close past its S. edge, of dirch E3. This remarkable ditch, profiles of which are
seen 1n sections 24—§—6, ran on a sinuous course right across the region, coming from the direction
of Sheepen Springs, and it will be identified below (p. 76) as an aqueduct bringing water there-
from. It must have been closed in, and so has no primary silt. It was filled, on disuse, artificially
and all at once, with a uniform packing of hard-rammed gravel. This contained patches or pockets
of dirty earth, rubbish, and charcoal, and they contained an assemblage of pottery unmistakably
of period III and no later. The correctness of this dating is stratigraphically confirmed by the
fact that, where the ditch passes closest to the period IV tile-kiln above described, no wasters or
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other tile-rubbish from it were found in it below the top of the filling. This would be incon-
ceivable if it had been filled in period IV, especially since it is here directly adjoined on the N. (the
side farther from the kiln) by Aollow EI which had waster tiles evidently from the kiln scattered
in great profusion over its filling; threas the filling itself was of muddy loam, and, like the other-
wise dissimilar filling of ditch E3, contained none. Both ditch and hollow were therefore filled
no later than the establishment of the kiln in period IV and as the upcast from the former overlay
site E1, and the edge of the latter truncated ditch E4, the dating of these by pottery to period I is
stratigraphically confirmed, and ditch E3 and (in its final form at least) hollow E1 will have been
dug in period III. Both the latter, and the neighbouring hollow E2, will be discussed under
this period below.

Period IV in this sequence is then only represented by the scatter of wasters over the filling of
hollow E1 from the kiln.

, B. FeaTures By PErIOD
Period I

(@) Defences. Described p. 71; and see further pp. §8—60, 77 ff,, 108 ff.

(&) Occuparion-sites. In this region outside the defences sparse occupation is to be expected.
The single size Ex has been described p. 73 (sections 24~5, fig. 13). Hollow Er is noticed under
period III.

(¢) Dirches. Diwch Eg4, and the shorter ditch E5 and its affluent, draining site E1, have been
described ibid.

Periods IT and T1-111

(a) Partial levelling of defences. The destruction-rubbish in and adjoining ditch I has been
described, p. 71; and see further p. 32.. That site E1 was destroyed and its drainage-ditches
filled at the conquest is further suggested by the exotic brooch of type VIa (no. 52, p. 312, pl.xcr)
found in the filling of dizck E4, the pre-conquest importation of which is less likely than its arrival
with the invading Roman army.

Period IIT

(a) Occupation-sites. Site E2 was a circular hut-site 16 ft. across, clay—ﬂoored with remains of
a wall-bank on the S., and hollowed into the gravel (section 27, fig. 13); with pottery typical of
this period it contained a British coin (pp. 141, 162, no. 135%).

(&) Hollows. Two extremely large hollows adjoined site E2, sollow Ex on the W., Aollow E2z on
the E. The latter was at least 40 ft. long; its E. edge was ill defined, but it agreed in character
entirely with hollow E1. This was in shape an irregular oval, nearly 60 ft. from E. to W., and
some 35 ft. from N. to S. On the NW., as has been seen (p. 73), its edge truncated ditch E4,
a period 1 drainage-ditch then already filled. This edge is then no earlier than period III, and
that may well be the date of the whole hollow. But it need not all have been dug in one period, and
if begun from a smaller nucleus not yet in contact with ditch E4, this nucleus could perhaps be
as early as period I. For the explanation of the hollow, and of hollow E2, must surely be the same
as that of the closely similar hollows recognized, e.g., in the Iron Age farm-settlements of Little
Woodbury, Wilts.,! and Meon Hill, Hants,2 and the Romano-British settlements at Choseley
Farm, Odiham, Hants,3 and Elmswell, E. Yorks.4—the first three on chalk, the last on gravel as

I Bersu in Proc. Prekist. Soc. iv, pt. 2, 3113 vi, pt. 1, 3 Proc. Hants Field Club, xiv, pt. 3, 367-8.
64~78. 4 P. Corder, Excavations at Elmswell, E. Yorkskire (Hull
2 Bersu, ibid., 103~4; Liddell, Proc. Hants Field Club, xiii, Univ. Coll. and Hull Mus., 1940), 22—3; Antig. Fourn. xx,
pt. 1, 7 ff. (cuttmg ur’), with fig. 2. Others at Park Brow, 339.
Sussex: Arch. lxxvi, 30 ff. (‘hut-sites’), figs. p, T.
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here. These have been identified, on the initiative of Dr. G. Bersu at Woodbury, as working-
places for the hand-threshing of gram As such, they were dug and filled up piecemeal, as re-
quired for each succeeding year’s harvest. The date of hollow 1’ full extent is therefore not
necessarily that of its beginning. However, both it and hollow E2 might easily have been com-
pleted in the four or five autumns of period III, and in default of further evidence this will be taken
to be their main period. They had the form of continuous uneven scoopings in the gravel, down
to about 4 ft. from contemporary surface, filled up with muddy earth, dirty and with occasional
black streaking, and mixed in its lowest level with gravel (section 26) This earth contained
nothing datable, but the period IV tile-rubbish lying upon (never in) it has been already explained.
Above was a covering of sand, doubtless of period VI. These hollows, with which certain of the
larger pits elsewhere (e.g. pits F8—8a—10, p. 69) may possibly be comparable, are noticed
further on p. §2. A barren hollow touched in the SW. corner of the region may perhaps be
another. :

(c) Wells. NW. of site E1 was found we// IV, the timber lining of which provides a fine speci-
men of shoulder-jointed framing, discussed below, p. 128, with fig. 40 and pl. xv, 4. Theaverage
internal measurement is 2 ft. square, the plank-ends projecting up to 1 ft. Five courses and parts
of a sixth were found in sizu, but after § ft. of the shaft had thus been opened the By-pass road
engineers intervened, and the rest had to be left unexcavated. Thus the only find in the filling
was a piece of Roman mortarium f. 191, and the attribution to period III is not really certain.
SW. of site E2 was a rectangular pit, piz Ez, 3 ft. 6 in. by 3 ft., which was probably intended
as a well-shaft; the pottery in the filling was no later than this period, and it may have been
associated with site E2.

(d) Aqueduct(dirch E3). Thestratigraphical position of this has been explained, pp.73—5. Excava-
tion of it totalled rather over half its observed length of 80 yards. It was found to enter the region
at its SW. corner, coming in between the 3¢ ft. and 40 ft. contour-lines NE. from the direction
of Sheepen Springs (pl. cx11); it then turned ENE.,, to run nearly parallel with the road-fences.
After about 30 yards it bent a little S. of E. and described a gentle S-curve, which left it running
out of the excavated area pointing nearly ESE.; it was not found again. Throughout, its profile
and dimensions remained almost constant (sections 24~5—6, fig. 13; pl. vi): width at top, average
§ ft., splayed to 7 ft. at W. end; at bottom, 2 ft. 6 in. throughout; depth, almost exactly 9 ft. from
ancient surface throughout (average 11 ft. 3 in. from modern surface). The sides, somewhat
splayed above where cut through loam and gravel, are lower down, where cut through the stiff
London Clay, always within §°~10° of vertical. The bottom is invariably flat and sharply squared,
and with no primary silt upon it. The whole must therefore have been lined, presumably with
timber, and probably covered over, but no trace of the lining was found. Its deliberately rammed
filling of gravel, with pockets of rubbish, has been described above and dated from its pottery-
content to period III (p. 73). Its explanation as an aqueduct is confirmed by these further facts:
at the upper excavated end nearest to Sheepen Springs, water flowed in so fast that a pump
had to be kept continually at work to keep it clear; the exploitation of the Sheepen Springs water-
supply by an aqueduct is to be expected of the Romans in period III, after their arrival and before
the transfer of the main civilian occupation to the Colonia in period IV; and the ditch’s sinuous
course is readily explicable in terms of the contour of the knoll round which it here runs. Repeated
measurement showed that the gradient of its bottom was almost exactly even from end to end of
the 80 yards examined, the vertical extent of the fall in that distance being just 3 ft., equivalent
to a gradient of 1 in 80. It is possible that it was never finished, but in any case its abandonment
and filling within period III point to a change of policy by the Romans which fits well with the
change in the character of the whole site dictated by the foundation of the Colonia, the dividing-
line between periods III and IV.
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Period IV

The regular occupation of the region now ceases, except for the rile-kiln, with its pir E3, de-
scribed above (pp. 71-3, section 23), and the possible continued use of well IV (p. 76); a small
drain, dizch Ex, running N. into the filling of ditch E3, may also be of this period.

Period V

The defences, ditch 11, palisade, and bank, running over the now destroyed tile- kiln, have been
described (p. 73, section 23); ditch II reappearcd at the extreme E. of the region beyond
hollow E2.

Period V1 is only represented by covering-layers of gravel and sand.

REGION 3
Plan, pl. cviii; photographs, pls. vii—x1

This region is separated from region 2 by the Sheepen Farm buildings and lies between the
gravel-pit (p. 22), some 50 yards S. of them, and the brow of the hill 150 yards farther S. Its E.
boundary is the hedge bounding its containing field, O.S. no. 496; on the W. it is for the most part
bounded by the square of the municipal Water—enclosurc round Sheepen Springs. The hill rises
steadily from N. to S., from 60 ft. O.D. at the gravel-pit to over 100 ft. at the S. limit of the region.
The formation bclow modern plough-soil is wholly sand and gravel drift, of very variable consis-
tency; the flood-plain loam has been left behind, and the London Clay remains deeply buried.
The region is thus well drained and is suitable for habitation but for the disadvantage of its exposed
northern aspect. For excavation it was divided into three. Area A, excavated in 1931 and 1932,
extended from the gravel-pit to the diagonal foot-path——formerly (p. 21) a hedgerow—which
runs, from the N.—S. foot-path along the E. boundary, past the S. fence of the water-enclosure;
in its SE. corner is the sand-pit previously mentioned (p. 22). S. of this line there were excavated
the N. division of area B on the west, and the N. division of area C on the east, both in 1932, an
unexcavated strip being left bctween them. The steep slope NW. of area A was also left unex-
cavated, as lying well outside the defences.

A. STRATIFICATION

Key-deposits
Sequence (a)

Period I. The Sheepen Dyke, ditch I, crosses the region from NNE. to SSW. It is carefully
laid along the easy spur, with a mean gradlcnt of 1 in 15, between the hill’s gentler NE. face in
region 4 and the steep slopc towards the springs. Midway along it is the site of the original W.
entrance; this sequence is confined to the sector N. of that. The exposure of the greater part of
the ditch’s cross- -section in the gravel-pit is shown in pl. vii, 1; this was taken in 1934, but the
exposure attracted attention as early as 1930, when an excavation was made behind it, as a pre-
liminary to the work of the next year, in what was then the margin of the pit.

This produced section 28, seen on fig. 14 with sections 29—30—31, which were taken in 1931
at varying intervals beyond, the four together giving a fair sample of profile and stratification.
The measurements of the ditch are:

Section 28: width, 29 ft.; depth, 8 ft.;

»s 291 45, 32fty o, 8 ftg

» 301, 34 fty o, 8 ft

31, 42 ft; o, 10 ft.

»
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The widening at section 31 was perhaps intentional, as flanking the near-by entrance (cf. section 41
on the other side), though the softness of the natural sand has also to be considered (as there); in
section 30 it is simply due to a collapse of this sand on the ditch’s inner lip and is not original (see
under period II). The primary silt was in section 28 of gravel under washed clay, in 29 of clayey
mixture, in 30 of the same blackened (all 1 ft.), in 31 of clayey-sandy earth (2 ft.): the clay evidently
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came from the forward face or foot of the associated rampart, where a little of it was found iz sizu
opposite section 32. In this section (fig. 15) the ditch was 9 ft. deep and 45 ft. wide, the width
being again due to the soft sand, which has caved in on the outer lip; the primary silt is again 1 ft.
of clayey mixture. Pottery was obtained from this silt in all four sections. Its paucity compared
with that from region 1 is due partly to the relatively small amount of silt here permitted by the
downhill scour along the ditch, partly perhaps to a less intense period I occupation in this region.

Period 11. The rampart in all these sections has been filled back into the ditch in two successive
stages. Only the first has been classed as genuinely of period II. It produced a filling-deposit
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which in section 28 was enough to cover the primary silt, but extended down the inner face of the
ditch only; in sections 29 and 32 it was thick enough to reach half-way up the outer face; and in
sections 30 and 31 it was evenly spread to cover both faces, hollowed after the profile of the ditch
in the middle. In the last two sections it was of pure sand, in the rest of sandy gravel—the natural
formation in which it had been originally dug from the ditch comprised both, in varying pro-
portions. In section 30 the re-filling brought on the collapse, already mentioned, of the sand
forming the inner lip of the ditch: a pocket was formed in the ditch-face below, and in this and
under the filling-deposit was found a puddle of clay and two very disintegrated stumps of oak, all
evidently from the rampart. The pottery from the filling-deposit was not abundant.

Period II-I11. This designation has been adopted for the second of the two ﬁlhng—stages, on
the same principle as for the analogous deposit of destruction-rubbish in section 22, region 2
(p- 71). Its deposit was separated from that of period II below it by a black layer of burnt
material, varying in thickness from 3 in. in section 32 and 6 in. in section 28 (where it was densely
packed with oyster-shells) to 15 in. in section 29, 16 in. in 31, and 21 in. in 3o. This represents
a doubtless short but yet uncertain lapse of time, and the pottery from it and the filling-deposit
above (clayey gravel in section 28, sandy gravel in 29 and 30, and pure sand in 31 and 32) has
therefore been classified under the period 1I-III heading. In section 30, above the collapse just
noticed, an extra dep081t of rather dark sand, intercalated in the back layer, has also to be included.

Perzod I71. As in the region 1 sections, however, the first occupatlon—layer above the ﬁlhng is
wholly of period III. It consisted of blackened material, 6 in. to 2 ft. thick, and in section 32
lying upon a laid clay floor 4 in. thick, which lateral clearance proved to be 2 5 ft. wide. No
structural remains were found in it in this sector. Its pottery was typical of period I1I,accompanied
on the section 32 floor by a dupondius of Claudius (Antonia; copy, grade I: p. 146, no. 125), and
off it (strictly period III or IV) by a British coin (no. 136; pp. 141, 162).

Period IV. Simultaneously with the laying of this period’s gravel above the filling in regions 1
and 2, the period I1I occupation-surface here was variously and discontinuously covered over.
In section 29 nothing was put down, and a single occupation-layer continued to accumulate; in
section 31, 18 in. of loamy sand with a contained clay patch was laid (with Cunobelin coins 18 and

32); in 30, there was a clay patch 12 ft. across in the middle only, presumably a hut-floor; in 32
" there was another, which was cleared also laterally and proved to be an oval hut-floor 14 ft. by 12,
associated on the line of the section with a post-hole 9 in. across and 2 ft. deep. The pottery in the
occupation-layer on it was, distinctively of period IV, as was that from the equivalent other layers;
five British coins, four of Cunobelin (nos. 46, 50, 81, 89, 146), were found on this oval hut-floor.
In section 28 there was a similar hut-floor right across the perlod III layer, with a clay floor
averaging 6 in. thick, on which was much period IV pottery. It is not possible to show this string
of occupation-areas satisfactorily on plan (pl. cvir), but the filling-surface in this period, even more
than in the last, was clearly marked out deliberately as a habitation-area (cf. fig. 3, p. §2).

Periods V and VI were represented here respectively by the burning of the hut, leaving much
burnt clay wall-daub, and a covering of loose gravel; there is every reason to think the period V
destruction here was general.

Sequence (b)

Period I. Ditch 1 will now be considered in the sector S. of the entrance-area. S. of the widening
adjacent to the entrance on this side, as on the other (p. 79), the ditch resumed its average width
of 32—4 ft.; near the S. limit of the region it was apparently rather less, but this seems to be due
to the erosion of the hill-brow gravel through which it is cut. The bottom was only exposed here
in section 36, where it lay 13 ft. below modern, 10 ft. below ancient surface. Being here close
above the catchment-area of Sheepen Springs, it was wet, and choked with a mass of dark sludge,
containing pottery and animal bone, and for 3 ft. up black with charred matter. There had, how-
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ever, here been no filling in period II or II-III, and no period III occupation-layer; this portion
of the ditch in fact remained as an open rubbish-shoot well into period IV, as the Roman elements
in the pottery make clear. Material from this section has therefore been excluded from the key-
deposit lists of pottery.

Periods IT and II-111. 40 ft. N. of it, the normal period II filling was found, and is shown over
the inner lip of the ditch in section 34, formed of sandy earth. In its upper part were two black
layers, the analogy of which to those in sequence (2) require these levels to be classed as of period
LI-III; little pottery was here found.

Period II11. While rubbish continued to be shot in section 36, piz B6 was dug on the ditch’s
inner lip in section 34, cutting the edge of the period II filling. The soft natural sand under this,
when the pit was about a quarter full of charred and other rubbish, collapsed partly into it, after
which some gravel was put down and the earthy filling of the pit completed ; over it was laid a thin
layer of sand, answering to that over the filling of the ditch. The pottery in the pit was none of it
later than period III in type. That in pir B4, dug in a similar position just by section 36, was
indeterminate, but may be contemporary.

Period IV. Immediately N. of pit B6 was a third pit in this position, piz By, which contained
pottery pointing certainly to period IV, and was not sealed by the ubiquitous gravel metalling
typical of this period, which was widespread here otherwise. This metalling is seen sealing the
period I1I pit B6 and the adjacent ditch-filling in section 34; in the small section 35 the S. edge
of this pit is seen with the gravel not only running over it but associated with a post-hole, 1 ft.
across and 2 ft. 6 in. deep below the gravel surface, belonging to a timber building. The remains
of such buildings here will be noticed under this period below (p. 9o). Lastly, in section 36 the
rubbish-filled sludge in the ditch was covered over with sand in the course of, perhaps early in, the
same period. There was period IV material amongst the pottery below the sand, and a great deal
more above, in a second deposit of black matter that filled the ditch to its mouth, over which was
earthy material, perhaps a further covering-layer, still of this period.

Period V. The earthy layer was continuous with the natural subsoil over the outer lip of the
ditch, and into the latter had been cut the bottom of dizch I, only 1 ft. of which was discernible
owing to the denudation of the hill already mentioned. It was widely splayed and had a flat
bottom 6 in. wide. This is the latest feature of the sequence: it will reappear in the next in more
important relationships.

Sequence (c)

Period 1. This sequence deals with the area of the W. entrance. Section 31 has already shown
us ditch I widened in the sector directly N. of it, but section 37 (fig. 16), 65 ft. farther S., shows it
beginning to narrow down again, here to 3o or 28 ft., with a bottom, without discernible primary
silt, only 6 ft. below contemporary surface. From here for 35 ft. farther the lengthways excavation
of both its lips showed them to be drawing steadily together, till they came to no more than 15 ft.
apart. This was just S. of section 33 (fig. 15), which shows the outer lip cut by a modern pit, most
probably one of the diggings of Mr. Ball a century ago (p. 21). The ditch was here still a good
6 ft. deep, with a little blackened primary silt of period I, but it did not attain this depth again till
section 44 (fig. 17) is reached, 40 ft. farther S. And throughout this 40 ft. its width was never
more than the 19 ft. shown by that section; it shrank indeed to only 15 ft. at its narrowest, and
did not attain 20 ft. before reaching section 38 (fig. 16), 12 ft. beyond, where its bottom is actually
only 4 ft. 6 in. below from contemporary surface, and still without any primary silt. Beyond
again, on the other hand, section 39 shows the width increased to 25 ft., the depth to 7 ft., and
primary sand silt of perlod I once more present. Then follows section 4.0, 14 ft. farther, Wlth a
fairly normal width of 33 ft., and a depth which is as little as 7 ft. only because of a collapse of the
soft naturai sand of the inner face, which made true V shape impossible. Next, section 41 shows

M
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the maximum of the widening already mentioned as corresponding to that on the N. side of this
sector, aggravated by the still worse behaviour of the sand, which made a V profile, if attempted,
1mposs1ble to maintain, and primary sand silt, consequently, indistinguishable from natural. The
effective depth, however, was almost 10 ft.; the width must have been some 40 ft. before a subse-
quent disturbance of the outer lip in period III. All this gives us the picture of a ditch by design
a little, and by accident a good deal, wider than the normal on either side of a stretch where it is
very much narrower; also very much shallower, and where shallower devoid of primary silt. And
immediately S. of this shallower, siltless stretch, both sections 39 and 40 show an abnormally
large amount of primary silt; that is uphill from it, and this silt had thus evidently accumulated
against that stretch as an obstacle to downhill scour. Yet comparison with all the sections downhill
from it shows that there was nothing naturally to prevent some silt from forming in the shallow
stretch itself. The conclusion must be that the shallow, narrow stretch was only open for a very
short time. In other words, until very shortly before the end of period I this stretch was not ditch
at all, but an interruption, in fact a causeway, across the ditch. This is the first main argument
for the existence here of the original W. entrance. The others are, first, that the ditch makes a
definite change of direction here, which it does not otherwise do exceptatits (of course muchsharper)
SW. angle in region §, where there is also an entrance; second, that directly after the conquest
this was the point at which the Roman road-line was laid across its site, as we shall soon see—a
choice most naturally explained by the following of a pre-existing route; and third, that in size A2
inside the ditch we seem to have remains of a revetment of one end of the correspondmg original
rampart, flanking the entrance-passage through it (p. 87 below). For these reasons an original
W. entrance here in period I is to be accepted; very shortly before the end of the period, its
causeway across the ditch wads cut through, producing the feeble, siltless, dwarf version of the
ditch seen, for example, in section 38. It can only be thought most probable that this was done,
interrupting as it did a main entrance into the place, as a last-minute measure of defence against
the final Roman advance in a.p. 43.

Periods IT and II-I11. In all the sections here described, the refilling of the rampart back into
the ditch is duly attested ; the material was everywhere sand. It held little pottery but three British
coins (42, 129, 133). It was everywhere susceptible of division into the same stages as in sequence
(@), assigned to period II proper and period II-III respectively, except for the middle 2 5 ft. of the
reduced entrance stretch, represented by section 44 and the other sections in fig. 17. There the
initial period II filling forms the whole deposit. This was of course because a level surface across
the ditch was immediately wanted for the passage of the period III Roman road.

Period III1. "This road is 7oad I. Its course away from the ditch will be discussed below; its
stratification over the period II ditch filling is seen in section 43, cut across it along the line of the
ditch, and section 44 (fig. 17). In the latter it consisted of gravel on a bed of earth, the whole 1 ft.
thick. In the former, where the ﬁlling beneath it was not dug out and only the N. part of it
sectioned, it was 18—20 in. thick, consisting of a sand bed with a central gravel core, with a gravel
surfacmg over. Both sections show the muddy layer that formed upon it during use. On the S.
side of it the ditch-filling was further made up with sand (sections 38—40); on the N., section 33
(fig. 15) shows a stratum of black occupation-rubbish of this period, which yielded approprlate
pottery, and the end of this appears in section 4 3 lying in a hollow (made up with sand in period IV)
below the edge of the sandy earth layer forming the N. verge of the road. East and west of the
overlying period IV sand, this stratum turned to dark earth (seen e.g. on right of section 42)
contalnmg material of perlods III and IV indistinguishably; in this, 60 ft. E. of section 43 at
2 ft. 6 in. below modern surface near the road-verge, were found the two fragments of large bones
of whale (?) or elephant(??), described below, p. 353. Lastly, away in section 41 (fig. 16), there was
a collapse of the sand on the outer lip of the three parts filled ditch, which may have been enlarged
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by actual sand-quarrying, but was filled continuously with the main period III ditch-filling, in
which were a couple of black rubbish-streaks. o

Period IV. In this period occupation was intensified. Over the filling just mentioned in section
41 there was a new black occupation-patch, and over the opposite lip of the ditch here three small
pits containing black period IV occupation-rubbish. In the same position in section 39 was the
W. half of a definite oval hut-floor, with a post-hole near its S. edge, and the remains of an earthen
wall-bank. Section 37, N. of the road-line, showed again a thick stratum of occupation-rubbish in

wtt) Dobeh N, Obligue view V)

@ {vw. {vi////w Road ly,

Destruction rubbush (1)
Filing Pt (1)

cad /l and Drain o) Hut Site of Period IV

Road //}—-‘-'

)

makesp

Scale of feet
ro 1] ore
SRR AR SRR

—

F16. 17. Region 3: sections 42—4, across ditch I at W. entrance, with roads
I and 11, ditch II, &c. See pl. cviir

this position, with a streak of sand in it, and in section 40, S. of it, a large hut-site 3o ft. by 17 lay
right across the ditch-filling, with a post-hole near its S. edge and a secondary clay floor-patch,
very thin, in its central portion. While nearer the road-line sections 33 (fig. 15) and 38 (fig. 16)
only show layers of earthy make-up now, there were more positive traces of occupation on the
road-line itself, which appear in fig. 17 in section 43, cut transversely across the line, and section
44, at right angles to it across the ditch. Road I was abolished and covered with a fresh earth
bedding for a new road, road II, the gravel surfacing of which was anything up to 16 in. thick.
Its course away from the ditch will be discussed below, but section 43 shows that it did not exactly
overlie that of road I, its S. verge coming over the middle of the latter. On the whole of this verge
(sections 43 and 44) was spread the occupation-rubbish of some structure, including a pit that
may have been a post-hole (section 43), and adjoined on the W. by another pit, seen in section 42.
Beside the N. verge (section 43) the period III hollow was filled up with sand for the floor probably
of an answering structure, but this had unfortunately been dug away for a camp-fire by the
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Cromwellian troops of 1648 (p. 21). The centre-line of road II was here occupied by a V-shaped
drain.

Period V. All these structures and habitations were destroyed by fire. That this put an end to
the period IV occupation is shown firstly (section 43) by the way the destruction-rubbish from that
on the S. road-verge spread itself right over the road and into the central drain, which it choked
completely, and secondly by its immediate sequel, which was the deliberate cutting-across of the
road, so littered, by dizck 71. This is seen in section 42, taken across the intersection so as to
show ditch II in oblique profile. On the left, that is, here, the inner side of it, remains of the up-
cast for the associated bank are seen, the lower part of it containing gravel upcast from the road-
metalling. There was no sign of a palisade-trench, and one was apparently never dug, for a
great deal of the upcast at once slipped back into the ditch, as the section shows, or else was
never even shovelled out of it. The defences so represented, in fact, seem here to have been
left unfinished. N. of the original entrance-area, a fresh entrance appears to have been intended;
the Clavicula~ditch marking this will be discussed below. Further sections of ditch II, in the
sector N. of this, will be found in fig. 21 (p. 94); of these section 51 will be included in
this sequence directly. The ditch appears everywhere to have been very soon refilled.

Period VI. There is nothing of period VI in the entrance-area itself, but immediately NW. of
it the filling of ditch II was cut into by two pits of this period, pizs 423 and 29. Another, pit A28,
was modern, dug no doubt by Mr. Ball (p. 21), but these two formed part of a definite group
with the adjacent pizs 425-6—; (pl. x1, 2), and all are of period VI. The three latter were the most
productive, and though not actually cutting ditch II and so guaranteed by direct stratigraphy,
their dating is in fact assured by their agreement in content with the other two pits of their group,
which are so guaranteed, and also with the much greater yield of period VI pottery obtained from
the two large pits found likewise cut into ditch II in region g, pits G6 and G7 (p. 111). The
group may thus be reckoned with the key-deposits as a whole (see p. 95). Among the contents
of pit A29 were pieces of sheet-bronze scrap, and this introduces us to the fact that the remark-

able site 44, SW. of the Clavicula, which will be described below as a metal-working emplacement
used for intensive work by mlhtary armourers in the colonists’ hasty rearmament against Boudicca
in 61 (pp. 91-3), was wrecked when she captured the site, with all the litter of bronze- and iron-
working lying in and around it, and only filled in finally in perlod V1, at the same time as these
pits. This is shown not only by the presence of some of this litter in pit A29, but by the presence
of elements definitely as late as period VI in the pottery from the site A4 filling; the same was true
of pits A§ and 6 on site A1, and of piz 421, not far away to the SE. beyond road I, which con-
tained also similar remains of military armourers’ work (pp. 93, 95). The pottery thus cannot
strictly be considered as key-deposit material (ct. pp. 177-8).

Lastly, in the N. of the region near the gravel-pit, the filling of ditch II was overlain by the
substantial oval hut-site, size 43. This will be described below, but its stratlgraphlcal position 1is
shown in pl. x1, 3, and by section §1 on fig. 21 (p. 94). The pottery found in 1t, despite much
that might be of period IV and some remarkable survivals of Arretine and leer1an South Gaulish
Sigillata, contains indisputably period VI elements and thus well fits the stratigraphy.

Sequence (d)

Period I. 1t will be shown below that on the N.sideoftheroad-lineinsidetheoriginal W.entrance
the natural sand surface was considerably levelled down in period IV, and then covered with rub-
bish, so that no remains of any entrance-structure belonging to the period I rampart have sur-
vived. On the S. side, however, remains of such a structure were identifiable in size 42 (fig. 18
pl. vi1, 2—3). The remains, only 3—4 in. high, of a turf wall 12—1¢ in. broad were found to run in
a rather uneven line, slightly N. of E., alined precisely from the S. end of the diminished stretch
of ditch I which has been shown to represent the original entrance-causeway. After 36 ft., this
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ran against the N. edge of an expanse of laid clay, about 18 in. thick, which stretched for 3o ft.
southward. This recalls the clay bedding of the original rampart already noticed in the line of
section 32 (p. 79), and both it and the turf wall were pierced by the post-holes of the timber re-
vetment-structure next to be described, the frontal wall-slot of which cut away both clay and turf
at its E. end. This timber structure exactly demarcates the S. edge of road I and will be seen to be
associated with it, that is, to be of period I1I. The anterior turf and clay structure will accordingly
be of period I, and it is just in the right place for the end of the original rampart on the S. side of
the entrance-passage, the clay being part of the bedding of its inner corner, the turf the revetment-
wall of its face flanking the roadway. The large post-hole or pit seen on the extreme left of fig. 18
may possibly be a post-hole of the same entrance-structure; it lay right in the edge of road I, not
clear of it, but the metalling was so sparse at this edge that their relative ages could not be made
out. There was a patch of later occupation here, with which the hole may really be associated, and
of period IV (cf. that in section 43); unfortunately nothing datable was found in it.

Period I1. At any rate the dismantling of the entrance by the Romans was extremely thorough.

Period IT1. The association of the timber revetment-structure just mentioned here with 7oad I,
shown in fig. 18, is clear evidence for dating it in period III; no stratified pottery was present, and
the structure will be discussed further below.

Period IV. When road I was succeeded by road I, the latter’s new course was laid away from
site A2 and to the ENE., where, N. and NE. of the sand-pit, it was found associated with the more
ambitious timber structures of site /1. These comprised a stout revetment of the steep slope on the
road’s S. edge (pl. vim, 1), and a long barrack-like timber building flanking the opposite edge
(pl. ix). This, together with the road itself and the whole strip of ground along its N. side, was
erected on a clean sand surface specially prepared by levelling (cf. the cross-section, section 45,

“fig. 19, p. 89, with plan ibid.); there is thus here nothing, save perhaps pit A1o (p. 88), earlier
than period IV,and the whole site and its periphery,including a large group of pits (e.g. pits A4 and
A5, sections 46 —7, ﬁg 19), may be taken together as furnishing in the main a large key-deposit of
that period (but for pit A§ see p. 93). The pottery and other finds from them were distinctively
rich in purely Roman elements, and will be discussed when the site is described in detail, on p. g1.

Period V. The site suffered the full fury of the Boudiccan destruction. The whole of its sand
surface was thickly covered by a great layer of destruction-rubbish, which ran down into all the
pits open at the time (e.g. 44 and 5, sections 46—7), choked the road-drain (section 45) just as in
the entrance-area, and was densely charged with black burnt matter from the destruction of the
timber structures, the posts and footings of which were burnt out in their holes and bedding-
gullies, thus showing up both plan and sections (fig. 19) in clear black against the yellow sand.
For the most part, this layer contained nothing later than the end of period IV, though a certain
number of bronze objects of contemporary native character, notably bronze linchpins and terrets
of chariots and chariot-harness (pp. 330—2, pl. xc1x, 4—8, 8c¢.), may be assigned. to the destroying
rebels themselves.

Period V1. And the morrow of the revolt is represented by occasional pieces of period VI pottery
in the upper parts of the layer, together with others in a few pits which must have been left to be
filled up in that period. These are pir 47 (inside the site A1 building), pir 46, the top level in
pit A5 (section 47, fig. 19), pit 421, and perhaps pits A1 and A48 ; Ag, 6, and 21, in common with
A4 and 26, contained remains of military equipment like those from site A4; those in A21, a
small hollow filled with ash and charcoal, which spread for some distance round it, were a mass of
iron helmet-fragments, together with bronze fittings, apparently dumped there in a sack (p. 336).
Lastly, most of the destruction-layer was covered over with gravel, which is seen above the line
of road II in section 44 (fig. 19).
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B. FraTurrs By PerioDp
Period I

Defences. The course of ditch I across the region and its character have been described above
(pp. 77-86); the clayey nature of its primary silt, and the clay and wood (oak) in section 30,
have been seen to indicate the presence of clay, with wood, in the structure of the associated ram-
part (p. 79); and remains of this clay have been noticed ## situ near section 32 (ibid.), and more
plentifully, together with part of a turf revetment, on size 42, where we seem to have part of the
southern rampart-end flanking the original roadway through the /7. entrance (p. 86; fig. 18;
pl. vi1, 2—3); a possible post-hole of this entrance has also been noticed (ibid.). The existence of
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the entrance indicated by this and by the ditch’s change of direction here (cf. plan, pl. cvii), has
been argued fully from the stratification evidence (pp. 79—83), which has shown us that the
ditch first widened slightly and then tapered off on either side of what was originally an interrup-
tion or causeway for the entrance across it. A very short while before the end of period I this was
cut across, making the ditch continuous; though in a diminished form; since the period II filling
immediately follows, this must have been done at the last possible moment, on the approach of
the Roman army to put an end to the period I occupation by capture. The paucity of pottery in
the primary silt of the ditch N. and S. of this suggests that the occupation in immediate vicinity
was not intense. Nothing else unequivocally attesting it was found anywhere in the region. It
must be added, however, that the existence of the entrance implies a road or trackway leading
through it eastwards, although no trace of one here survived (see further pp. 96—8, region 4).

Periods IT and 11-117

Defences. The almost total destruction of the rampart, and the filling of ditch I with its material,
have been described (pp. 79, sections 238, ff.). The filling was done in two stages, called periods 11
and II-III, everywhere except where an open rubbish-shoot was left in the region of section 36
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(p: 81), and in the diminished entrance-sector, where the period II fill was total, in order to sup-
port the period III road (p. 83, section 44).

Period 117

(@) Road and Revetment. This was road I, the course of which across the ditch-line has been
described (p. 83, sections 42—4). Its gravel surface was typically thin and hard and, inside of its
actual edges, never cambered. It crossed the ditch from without, where, cut by ditch II, it was
traced as far as the water-enclosure but was not found in a thorough search beyond it, nearly due
W. to E. Within, this brought it close alongside the line of the period I flanking-revetment on
site A2 (fig. 18). Apparently in order to retain the uphill slope of soft natural sand (perhaps still
carrying uncleared period I rampart-material) above its S. edge, a new timber revetment was built
on this same site, precisely demarcating the margin of the road-metal, cutting into the period I
remains as above described, and so dating itself (p. 86; fig. 18; pl. vir, 2—3). Its traces consisted
of a continuous gully or bedding-slot for a timber sleeper-beam, 15 in. wide and deep, beginning
37 ft. E. of the inner lip of ditch I and running straight beside the road for §2 ft. eastward. It
had been retained at its W. end by a post in a large hole in the edge of the road-metal, 14 in. across
and 2 ft. deep; and distributed along its inner side, 12 to 30 in. from it and 7 ft. apart, were seven
more post-holes of the same size, to the posts in which, standing along the face of the revetted
material, the facing it supported had presumably been anchored. The easternmost of them was
adjomed by two more, as it were turning a corner to the S., and all these three cut through the
period I clay rampart-bedding above described. 3o ft. farther S., at the SW. corner of the sur-
viving bed of clay, was a larger post-hole, 2 ft. across, whence the line of another timber lyin
horizontally could just be traced for a few feet westward; it is possible that these really belong to
the period I rampart-structure. All the posts and timbers had carbonized i situ, and the site was
littered with blackened material in which pottery, coins, and brooches were lying loose; it would
seem that the period III structure stood throughout period IV and was burnt in the Boudiccan
destruction of period V, so that the revetted material and destruction-rubbish settled down over
the remains and the disused road I, and weathered into an unstratified mass. Road I was traced
E. from here until cut away by the sand-pit, beyond which it was not picked up again. Pit A34
and ditch A4, not before period IV, had disturbed the ground there, but in any case this was the
jutting portion of the hill-side held up by the site A1 revetment above road II and accordingly
much denuded after the destruction of that in period V, so that the farther course of road I could
not be traced.

(6) Occupation-sites. The occupation of this period over the filling of ditch I has been described
(p. 80). Nowhere else was any unequivocally attested (a start now for site C3 (p. 91) is possible).

(c) Pirs. Pir B6, of this period, has been described (p. 81, section 52); the pottery-lists from
pits A0 and A2z, perhaps those also from pits Cr and Cz, and possibly pit B4 (p. 81), point to
the same initial date. Rubbish continued to be shot into ditch 1 at section 36 (p. 81).

Period IV

(@) Road and Reverment. W.,of the Water—enclosure careful search did not reveal road 17 sur-
viving, but it was found entering the region under the enclosure’s E. fence 22 ft. (measured
centre to centre) S. of road I, and on an ENE. course of its own, taking it at once diagonally across
road I, above which it began to be centrally divided by a drain. Just where it was cut by ditch 1I
it swung nearly due E. to cross the ditch-line, where its stratification has been described (p. 84,
sections 42—4). It then bent more gently ENE. again, disengaging itself from the line of road I
opposite site A2, which it ignored, and running on past the N. lip of the sand-pit, which just
bites into it. Beyond this it enters site 41, planned separately on fig. 19. The whole natural sand
surface had here been artificially levelled (p. 86), so that nothing of any earlier date remained.
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Section 4§ (fig. 19) shows the road’s gravel metalling laid directly on this surface, 3 to 8 in.
thick, and slightly cambered (especially on the S. where it has a distinct sandy core) on either.side
of the drain, which here ran down it rather N. of the middle. The total width is some 18 ft., with
the drain 3 ft. wide and nearly as deep, tapering to a 12-in. bottom.

Along its S. edge here were found ten of a line of large post-holes, 2 ft. across and 2 ft. deep
from the edge of the metalling (fig. 19; pl. viry, 1). All contained the charred remains of oak posts,
and five of them were double, to hold twin posts paired at right angles to the road. Between these
last ran a gully or slot for a fence or wall-beam, the relation of which to the posts is shown in
section 4§. In the intervals between these five post—holes, 18 in. in front of the slot, were four
small holes, 6 in. square and 9 in. deep. The revetment so emplaced demarcated the S. edge of
the artificially levelled area of sand surface, and retained above it the jutting portion of the hill-
side which road I had run across (p. 88). After the revetment’s destruction this became of course
much denuded, but the surviving 2 ft. of it can be seen after excavation still standing along the line
of the post-holes in section 4§ and pl. virr, 1. Three other post-holes noticed in the side of the
sand-pit close by on the SW. are unexplamed The pottery, &c., found adjoining the revetment-
remains, all agrees with period IV; in one of the large post-holes was most of a beaker f. 83, in
another two bronze brooches of type III (one illustr. pl. xc, 24). The whole structure had perished
in the period V destruction (see below).

(6) Occupation-sites. Flanking road Il opposite the revetment was the site Ar timber building.
It was a large oblong structure (fig. 19; pl. Ix), supported on timber posts standing in holes, and
with wattle-and-daub walls normally bedded in narrow slots or gullies (profile of one, section 45,
left).? Its E. end extended outside the boundary of the excavation, the maximum excavated length
being 80 ft.; but no trace of it was found in the adjacent region 4, and it is not likely to have been
longer than 100 ft. The W. end was well defined, being formed by three big post-holes making
a slightly convex 14-ft. frontage; from the outermost of these the main wall-gullies run back,
bulging slightly outwards to make the maximum breadth 20 ft. From the N. wall three short
projections run out, leading to post-holes: two are close together near the E. end; the other,
45 ft. farther W., ends in a post-hole of abnormal size. The S. wall-gully has two post—holes
actually on its hnc, and 20 ft. farther E. bends in to break off for a doorway 3 ft. 6 in. wide be-
tween two more. It then resumes on a new alinement giving the building a breadth of 16 ft., and
passes out of the excavation beyond a square post-hole from which a partition runs in to join 2 big
double post-hole within, adjoined by two smaller ones. From this also a partition goes off to join
the N. wall, and continues in the longest of the external projections; and from it also an internal
partition, parallel to the outer walls, runs W. nearly the whole length of the building. It ends,
throwing off an angular branch, in a complex of small post-holes, with one other short wall-gully, .
occupying the building’s W. end other post-holes, one double, presumably for further wall-
supports, occur elsewhere within. The building thus had a complex of subdivisions at its W. end,
and for its main length was divided by the long internal partition into a broader northern and
a narrower southern aisle, of maximum width 12 ft. and 8 ft. respectively. Comparison naturally
suggests itself with the regular Roman military barrack-building, with its subdivided centurion’s
quarters at one end, and its main aisle flanked by a veranda. The contemporary timber barracks
at Hofheim? show an early version of this plan, which did not become stereotyped until later in
the century, but their transverse division into contubernia is here absent, and the building cannot
certainly be called military, but rather a variant of a military form. Piz 47 within the W. end was
not filled in till period VI (pp. 93,95); whether it was open durmg the lifetime of the building re-
mains uncertain; it contained coins of Gaius and Claudius, an ‘eye’-brooch (type XVI; pl. xcvr, 123),
and, with no Gallo- Belgic, more Roman than native pottery. The Claudian date of the building

! Cf. Wheeler in 7.R.§. xxi, 119, with plan. .. 2 Hofkeim, 66~74 and abb. 17.



REGION 3 91

itself, already more precisely tied to period IV by its association on plan with road II (p. 86), was
securely confirmed by Sigillata s7 (Ritt. 1) in one of its post-holes, and by contemporary s8 (Dr.
18)and Dr. 29 (pl. xx1, 6) stratified with two Claudius coins (asses: 141, 146, p. 147)and Claudian
brooches in the surface of its sand floor. With these, too, was a little Gallo-Belgic, some native, and
more Roman pottery, but nothing which indicated the building’s particular purpose (see p. 38).
It had obviously been destroyed by fire, and its site was covered, in common with the whole of
site A1 and its neighbourhood, by a thick destruction-layer with coins and a long list of pottery
confirming its occupation-dating and wholly consistent with its destruction in the Boudiccan sack
of the place (see under period V). With glass and brooches and other small metal objects were
quantities of iron nails and Roman tiles, and of burnt clay daub and wood charcoal, revealing
respectively its mode of roofing and walling; an abundance of slag, attesting metal-working
in the near vicinity, and many bones of domestic animals. Taken together (With that from the
various pits in and around it noticed below), all this site A1 material is interesting for its high
proportion of specifically Roman elements. They agree with the Roman character of the building
itself, and contrast (p. 54) with the greater proportion of native material from the poor hut-sites
farther west, over and adjoining the filled ditch I.

The description of these (pp. 80, 84) will not be repeated, though they extended inside the
ditch-line S. of the road; outside it, opposite, the structural remains were indeterminate. N. of
the road, and adjoining site A1 on the W., there was, however, a particularly interesting example
of the hut type of site. This was site A5 (ﬁg. 19 and pl. viir, 2), the floor of which was an almost
circular saucer of clay, 8 ft. by 8 ft. 6 in., rising on the E. into what was left of a clay wall-bank;
spaced nearly equally round this were six small stake-holes, 4 in. square and 9 in. deep, which had
held the light wooden uprights supporting the wattle-and-daub walls (attested further by a litter
of burnt daub-clay) and presumably a domed roof (p- 46). The burning of the hut in the period V
destruction made these stake-holes detectable by their charred black filling and the sharpness of
their edges in the hardened clay; otherwise, and especially if the more normal loam had been
employed, they would doubtless have escaped observation as in the other similar hut sites found.?
Between pits Ag and 10 was another patch of burnt clay, and near the S. limit of the region an-
other, occupying a small squarish excavation in the gravel, 50 ft. within ditch I. There was only
one other occupation-patch near this, but farther E. the strip excavated as area C disclosed a whole
series of such patches, very poorly preserved in very loose sandy gravel, weathered and denuded
so that stratification and accurate planning were impossible: some may have been the bottoms of
shallow pits, others hut-floors (in the case of size €3 hollowed into the gravel), another apparently
a hearth, while farther N. site C1 had been made unintelligible by modern disturbance, evidently
the diggings of Mr. Ball recorded at this point by Wire in 1843 (p. 21). The occupation-material
everywhere in this area was scanty and unstratified, but seems mainly of period IV, though earlier
dates are not excluded. There was nothing to suggest buildings of Roman type; but in area B
adjoining ditch I the gravel metalling already noticed revealed post-holes and fragmentary wall-
slots indicating this in the same form as the site A1 building (p. 90), though no intelligible plan
could be obtained. Thus the period gives us in this region two sharply contrasted types of struc-
ture, a large rectangular Roman one, as on site A1, and a small native hut type, not noticeably
rectangular and often round, of which site A 5 (though the smallest) is the best-preserved example,
and those over the filling of ditch I the most definite concentration.

(¢) Milirary Metal-working (site A4). Directly N. of the interruption of road II by ditch IT was
site. A4, already mentioned as filled in in period VI after destruction in period V. Since it is
outside and out of all relation to ditch II, that is, to the period V defences, its destruction may be
confidently ascribed to the general sack of the site by Boudicca, and since there is no suggestion

I pp. 46—7, §3—4 above.
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of an earlier date in the mass of material that it yielded, its construction and service are securely
dated to period IV. It consisted (plan and section 48, fig. 20; photographs, pl. x) of a large pear-
shaped excavation in the sand, 2§ by 16 ft. and almost 3 ft. from ancient (6 from modern) surface
at its centre, steep-sided round its larger S. end, but gently shelving at its narrower N. end and
there enclosed by the emplacement of a massive timber structure. The centre of this was formed
by a double post-hole, for two posts of 12 and 18 in. diameter respectively, 2 ft. deep, which had
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pits; and section 48. Compare pl. cviL.

been burnt i# situ. On either side of that, disposed obliquely to each other, were two gullies or
slots, of rectangular cross-section, for big timber beams. The western measured 13 ft. long by211n.
wide by 18 in. deep, and contained the charred remains of a single beam exactly of these dimen-
sions. The eastern, placed rather farther from the edge of the excavation, was cut to fit two such
beams end to end, each 11 ft. long by just over 2 ft. wide by 18 in. deep, the charred remains of
which lay iz situ as before; upon the southern one lay the remains of an additional beam forming
a second course, and there is no knowing how high the beam-structure in either gully may have
been carried originally, Presumably it was at least high enough to retain the soft natural sand
seen standing on either hand up to 3 ft. above their bottom-level in section 48. From the centre
of the pit an oblique projection had been dug to meet the S. part of the eastern beam-gully, and
in this was another beam nearly 2 ft. wide, the inner end of which merged imperceptibly into the
blackened filling of the excavation. Lastly, nearly 4 ft. E. of the eastern gully was a large post-
hole, 18 in. in diameter and 2 ft. deep, containing the burnt remains of its post and a piece of
Sigillata form 29 (pl. xxxu1, 3). :

The filling overlying these remains was one homogeneous mass of dark earth, much blackened
by burning, which entirely choked the excavation and extended beyond it in every direction over
the natural sand surface, exactly like the destruction-layer over site A1. The pottery in it, mainly
of period IV, includes elements as late as period VI (cf. p. 85). With it were two British coins
(nos. 12 and 103, p. 166), a silver denarius of Antony and Octavian, an as each of Caligula and
Claudius, and an Antonia dupondius (nos. 14, 84, 127, 132, p. 166); the brooch-types represented
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were 1114, VII, X4, XVIII, XVIIIs, XVIIIc, and pl. xcvi, 165; 1725 and the quantity of other

metal, especially bronze, was prodigious. Pieces of sheet bronze, chiefly clippings from the trim-
ming of large disks or ovals of the metal, were innumerable, and with these were shapeless bronze
lumps and remains of manufactured bronze articles in very great profusion. Roman military equip-
ment predominated, comprising bronze mountings and ﬁttings from helmets, shields, armour, &c.,
both used and unused, and nails and studs in large quantity; this mater1a1 1s dealt with in detail
below (pp. 33640, with pls. c—c1v), and must clearly be the leading factor in determining the
explanation of the site. It was mixed together with pieces of iron and masses of bronze and iron
slag, and the whole assortment plainly shows that the timber structure and the excavation it en-
closed had to do with metal-working for military purposes on a large scale. With it must also be
reckoned the presence of similar remains of equipment elsewhere in the vicinity, in pits A4, 5, 6,
21, and 26 (pp. 85, 95), at various points in the destruction-layer over site A1 and road II, in the
adJacent sand-pit, and also nearer the line of ditch I. Slag was also often found in the destruction-
layer, especially over site A1 at its E. end, and the remoteness of the latter from site A4 shows that
metal-working in general in this neighbourhood was not confined to it. Nor does the presence even
of so much military material mean necessarily that site A4 was constructed expressly for military
work, since the period IV occupation as a whole has no military character. But the military
metal-working was plainly going at full blast when the Boudiccan destruction overtook it, and this
strongly suggests that it was undertaken—whether or no the site was already in existence for other
purposes—in a desperate attempt at rearmament by the colonists and what few soldiers were with
them on the approach of Boudicca’s forces. This view of the matter has been taken above (p. 40),
and tallies well with the detailed account of the material given below. Exactly what the timber
structure on site A4 was is not easy to say, in the absence of parallels elsewhere; but the excava-
tion clearly must have contained some kind of furnace, and the design of the timber-work must
have been dictated by its needs, especially by that of a strong blast, necessitating probably a big
fixed bellows. The mounting of such a bellows could well have been carried by the central
double post-hole, with the beam-constructions on either side to hold up the sand walls of the
emplacement and ensure the proper control of draught.

(d) Pirs. The period IV pits here were numerous and will be described briefly. Two typical
profiles are given on fig. 19, of pir A4 in section 46, and of pir A5 in section 47. The former, oval
with steep sides 6 ft. deep, had a filling of black rubbish-material divided by a tip of clean sand,
above which the filling i1s continuous with the overlying Boudiccan destruction-layer. Piz 115,
lying up against the site A1 timber building, was squarish, 9 ft. across and 6 ft. deep on its uphill
side, and had a filling of similar material the lie of which shows that it was open when the destruction,
occurred; afterwards tips of sand, loam, and clay were thrown in, and the upper black layers, as
already noticed (p. 86), contained material as late as period V1. In the destruction-layer on the
pit’s very edge were pieces of a buff terracotta plaque (p. 349), with part of a Neronian Sigillata
form 29 stamped OF-LVCCEI (no. 115, pp. 197, 200), and near by were pieces of semicircular tiles
like those used in the Colonia forum (p. 348), and the fine bronze patera stamped P-CIPI-POLYBI
seen in pl. c1, 1 (p. 334). The neighbouring pits with period IV material, going up to the time of
the Boud1ccan destruction, were pizs 411,12 cde3 also pir Ag, in whlchwere parts of the Tiberian
Sigillata form 29 (pl. xxi1, 9) of which other pieces were found in the period 11 and II-III fillings
of ditch I near by, and above in the period III and IV occupation-layers. Pits A1 and A8 possibly,
and pits 46 and A7 certainly, contained with their period IV material elements as late as period V1.
The other pits with purely period IV contents were pirs A2, A20, A24, 430 (with square shaft
suggesting an attempted well), 431, 434; and farther S. pizs By (p. 81), Bz, Bz, B3, B8, By,
Bro, and Brr.

(¢) Ditches. Minor drainage-ditches of this period are probably dizch A3, possibly (p. 95%)
ditch B3, and perhaps ditch B4. The larger dizck A4, cut by the SE. corner of the sand-pit, was not
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earlier, but perhaps not as early: it contained little, showed no stratification, and may not be
ancient at all.

Period V

() Destruction. The universal and violent character of the Boudiccan destruction has been suffi-
ciently emphasized. The whole occupied area of the region clearly went up in flames, and it has
been explained that much of the period IV material found was contained in the enormous amount
of destruction-rubbish so created, especially over site A1 and site A4. The few objects, notably

Z

i1/

&\\\\

PLAN OF SITE A3

DITCH 1/ (V) DITCH 11V} @ SITE A3 (Vi)

DITCH 11 (V)

Scale of Faet

X
B
Y
-~
~
o
f-u
N
“
-
-0

s 2001
i §

Fic. 21. Region 3: detail plan, site A3; and sections 49—51, across this and ditch IL.
See pl. cvm,

linchpins and terrets from chariots, assignable to the rebels themselves, have been noticed and
are described below (pp. 330-2, pl. xcIx, 4-8, &c.).

(6) Defences: Ditch 11 and Clavicula. The cutting of the Roman roads by dizch I has been
described (p. 85, with section 42). Though there are twoslight outward bulges in it S. of the roads,
its course is almost exactly parallel to that of ditch I S. of the change of direction at the period I
entrance; but it does not itself change direction correspondingly until 130 yards farther N., where
it has therefore increased the interval between them from 8 to 10 ft. to just over 60 ft.; it then bends
to become nearly parallel to ditch I'again, and so runs out of the region to reach region 2, where we
have already met it. It thus seems planned to approximate to the course of ditch I, but not very
accurately, the latter having of course by this time been some 1§ to 18 years invisible on the surface.
The three cross-sections of it in fig. 21, sections 49—51, show its profile to be rather inconstant:
in 49, V-shaped, 7 ft. 6 in. by 3 ft. from top of subsoil; in 50, 8 ft. by 4 ft. with steeper sides and
a 2-ft. flat bottom; and in 51, 10 ft. by 3 ft. 6 in., with the same bottom and sides less steep. The
" filling in the latter two, of gravel and sand respectively, was in both earthier towards the bottom,
but as a careful search found nowhere any trace of a palisade-trench here, its bank may not have
been retained, so that any silt would form very quickly; and the whole aspect of the filling sug-
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gested a speedy replacement. In section 1 it yielded a small piece of Srgrllata form 29, Claudian
or at least pre-Flavian, resembling the work of SCOTIVS, and one of store-jar f. 2772 in hard
Roman ware, both of manufacture best datable towards the end of period 1V.

16 ft. N. of the N. edge of road 11, ditch II threw off a curving branch on the W., bending round
to end in a straight stretch parallel to the parent ditch and 16 ft. from it: the total length was some
60 ft. (plan, fig. 20). The profile and filling of this branch were identical with those of ditch I1
itself, and the junction (pl. x1, 1) showed that it was integral to it. The most natural explanation,
adopted above (pp. 41~2), s an attempt here to execute a Roman c/avicu/a-ditch. This should serve
to protect an entrance-opening in the main ditch behind it, and though no such opening was found,
ditch II behind it does narrow to 6 ft. only: this may be intentional, or it may be that there was
at first an entrance-opening here, which was then cut across, as earlier that through ditch I had
been, for a final defence.

Period VI

(a) Occupation-site (Site A3). Just SW. of the gravel-pit in the N. of the region, the filling of
ditch II was overlain by a large circular hut-site, size 43 (fig. 21, plan and section 513 pl. x1, 3).
A ring-like clay wall-bank surrounded a nearly flat floor of sand, in which two shallow pits (a "and
8) had been hollowed. The whole was filled with blackened occupation-earth, seamed in the two
pits with spreads of clean sand, which produced pottery, a coin of Cunobelin (no. 92), food-animal
bones and oyster-shells, iron nails and five pieces of Roman tile, clay wall-daub, and an iron latch-
lifter (p. 341); no trace of any wall-timbers could be found. The pottery is of interest in its com-
bination of late with early characters. The large amount of purely Roman coarse ware agrees
with that from the contemporary pits G6 and G7 (pp. 85, 111), and such late forms as 144, 243,
267, and 171 in Roman ware demand a post-Claudian dating, supported by the absence of many
native forms usual earlier (254, 255, 264, 265). This being so, the amount of Gallo-Belgic is
abnormally large, and the Sigillata provides the striking anomaly of a list of plain forms which
could well have come from the Colonia pottery-shop destroyed by Boudicca (p. 20), and a stamp
of the South Gaulish potter MEDDILL VS who has never been dated before a.p. 60, with neverthe-
less two Arretine forms, one a virtually complete platter form 17 (pl. xr1, 28, pp. 182, 193), and
early South Gaulish form 29 including a complete bowl of Tiberian date (pl. xx1, 2, p. 170). But
both the latter had been broken and mended by the owners with lead rivets, and plainly we have
here a survival of old pieces as treasured family possessions. It isindeed fortunate that the strati-
fication of the site directly over the period V ditch II makes its dating in the years immediately
after the revolt of 61 an absolute certainty (cf. p. 85). The design of the hut was furthermore
entirely of native type, and one may suppose that the occupants were ‘trusties’ who avoided taking
part in the revolt, and were therefore allowed or appointed to settle (with their fragile heirlooms
as well as contemporary material) on the site again in period VI, presumably in connexion with
the work of clearing it up.

() Pits, &c. This work comprised laying down gravel in bad places (e.g. over road II on site
A1, p. 86; section 45, fig. 19), filling up or completing the filling of size 44 (p. 85) and pits A5,
65 7, 21, and possibly A1 and 8 at least in addition (p. 86), and digging and filling the group of
pits A23, 25,26, 27, and 29, cut into or adjoining the filled-in ditch II and clavicula (p. 85). In
the S. of the region the winding drain dizc/ B3 contained a little pottery consistent with this period
also, though it may have been dug in period IV.

The only later Roman material was a good deal of second-century rubbish lying unstratified in
the soil above site A4 and its neighbourhood.
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REGION 4
Plan, pl. cix; photographs, pls. xi1, xv

This region consists of two areas: one is the N. half of field no. 652, adjoining region 3 directly
on the E., the other is the field E. of that again, no. 647, artificially levelled as a playing-field in
1930, which operation occasioned our excavations there in that year. These consisted of the
trenching of its W. portion, with clearance of the occupation-area in the NW. corner, of further
trenching in its N. portion, and of a single diagonal trench across it from NW. to SE.; the whole
forming area D (with pit D24 an outlier to the E.). The other field was excavated in 1938, and
and forms the greater (N.) part of area L, the trenching-arrangement of which is shown on the plan.
The region extends up Sheepen Hill to just over go ft. O.D. on the SW., and slopes down both
E. and N., so that the greater part of area D lies below 40 ft. O.D. and was practically flat when
excavated. On the steeper slopes of the hill denudation has left the natural sand and gravel there
close beneath the surface; the main extent of area L is marked by the appearance, in varied inci-
dence over this, of a subsoil of loam, often very sandy; and in area D the gravel is generally covered
by loam, as in region 1 immediately to the N. across Sheepen Road.

A. STRATIFICATION
(1) Key-deposits

Period I. The region’s only direct link with the key-deposits of region 3 is the Roman road of
period IV, road II, with the gravel metalling relaid over it in period VI. This was pursued right
across area L from the point at which it passes out of region 3, and of its identity, with the drainage-
ditch running continuously along it, there could be no question. Its predecessor in region 3,
road I, of period III, has been seen to take a different course of which nothing more was found;
but in region 4 there were clear indications that road II itself was laid in period IV on a line
already in existence for road-traffic in period I. The line runs across area L, bending gently on
to a course only just N. of E., as far as about 80 ft. from the hedges dividing it from area D, where
it swings sharply to the left to run away NNE. towards region 1. It would have entered that
region opposite the SW. corner of the later Roman temple-enclosure and its adjacent building
(p. 70), which, with their associated spreads of fresh gravelling, have obliterated whatever traces
of period IV age there may have been; however, it need not be doubted that the remetalled
surface of period VI formed a road in use at and after the end of the first century for access to
the temple precincts, and the course adopted for that purpose was simply that of the pre-existing
traffic-line now to be discussed.

That this line goes back beyond period IV to the pre-conquest period I appears from the follow-
ing considerations. In the first place, there must have been a traffic-line through the period I W.
entrance in region 3, and road II, as we have seen, certainly coincides with it there. True, road I
does the same, and then takes a different course. But this too may have had a pre-conquest fore-
runner, without prejudice to one for road II, for there may in period I have been several traffic-lines
converging on the entrance, and if the Romans metalled one of them, or part of it, as road I in
period III, they would be free to metal another as road II when altering its level across site A1
(p. 88) and changing the layout of the site generally, as they did in period IV. In the second
place, there must be some explanation for the angle made by our road-line in the middle of
region 4. One must suppose that it first led directly to a primary objective, and only then
turned so sharply aside towards a secondary one. Now immediately beyond the angle the main
alinement impinges on the region of site D1, the excavation of which will be recorded shortly
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(pp. 99 fI.). This was indeed occupied in period IV, the period of road II, but only by hollows
and pits which can give it no claim to be a primary objective for Roman planning in that period.
On the other hand, its initial occupation belongs to period I, and the remains found suggest, as
will be seen, that in this period it was a site of definite importance, something which a pre-
conquest traffic-line could well be expected to take as a primary objective. And in the third place,
excavation at various points along road II in this region has revealed traces of an earlier traffic-
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F1c. 22. Region 4: sections 52—6, across road II and its
drain-ditch. See pl. cix.

surface beneath it, which was not made in period III, since beneath road II by the W. entrance
(pp- 83—4) nothing of the kind was found to unite with road I; it then can only be of period I.
What this surface 1s can now be explained.

Fig. 22 shows five sections across the road-line, spaced along its main alinement as seen in the
plan, pl. c1x; these from W. to E. are sections 52 to §6. Their measure of variety is accounted for
by inequalities, subsequently masked, in the natural ground. In section §2 this is of sandy loam
over sand, over which a layer of dark dried mud has been cut away at the verge of road II, and is
adjoined on the S., under a period IV occupation-layer, by a patch of hard pebbly surface. In

o
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section §3 this sort of hard pebbly surface extends across the whole line subsequently occupied by
road II; and in section §4 (an oblique cut SW.—NE.) it does the same, the pebbles, covered by a
layer of dark mud, being 9 in. thick in the middle and in a matrix set as hard as concrete. In
section §¢ the natural subsoil to the N. of road II's drain-ditch is gravel, and the surface of this,
again under a mud layer, consists of a similar hard expanse of close-set pebbles. Section 56 shows
just the same thing, under the road II metalling. And on fig. 23, section §7, taken across the
road-line after it has turned NNE. on to its secondary alinement, shows the same phenomenon,
which, moreover, is linked to the fig. 22 series by its occurrence in the same position in section §8,
between the road-ditch and pit L7. On neither flank outside the road-line was there anything of
the kind, and it would appear that the period I traffic-line for which we have argued took the form
of a definite trackway, parts of the surface of which were formed, either sometimes naturally, or
sometimes deliberately, of close-set pebbles, which were crushed, presumably by long-continued
use, to a hardness which is in places extreme. It was not possible to ascertain whether this track-
way, as well as branching NNE. on to the secondary alinement, actually went straight on past the
angle to reach the site D1 area as above suggested, for at the crucial point the ground was disturbed
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Fic. 23. Region 4: sections 57-8, across road II and its drain-ditch,
with pits L7-Lqg. See pl. cix.

in period IV by the construction of a pottery-kiln (p. 106), closely adjoined by the edge of Roman
gravel-diggings. Butin view of what we have said this would appear to be at least highly probable.
Pottery associated with this period I trackway was scanty. '
Period III. The trackway was not demonstrably interfered with in period III, but pebble-
surfacing in this period cannot be excluded, and in any case the mud layer in sections §2, 54, and
5§ must be presumed to have gone on forming. It contained small sherds of coarse pottery only.
Period IV. Road I1, with its drain-ditch as in region 3, was now built. The ditch, normally 18,
sometimes 21 in. deep and 3 to 4 ft. wide, with steep-cut sides and a flat or hollowed bottom 12 to
18 in. across, was first dug, and its upcast used to a great extent to form the road. In section §3 a
breadth of some g ft. of sandy loam was cambered up to 8 in. on the N., and nearly 7 ft. of sand to
6 in. on the S. of the ditch. In section 56, where the subsoil is gravel, this was spread 9 ft. wide and
cambered up to 12 in. on the N., and nearly s ft. wide, cambered up to 8 in., on the S. of the ditch.
In section §7 (fig. 23), where the subsoil is both gravel and sand, gravel was spread 1§ ft. wide,
cambered up to 14 in., on the N. (left of ditch here), with a little sand on the edge, and on the S.
sand over 10 ft. wide, cambered up to 12 in. In section §4 (fig. 22) there was no natural sand,
and what little gravel could be got from the old surface was laid on the N., 4 ft. wide and 3 in.
thick, with a spill subsequently into the ditch. In section §§ no metalling was visible, and the old
mud simply accumulated. Lastly, in section §2 gravel was laid 6 in. thick on the N., and the S.
side introduces us to a further feature. The drain-ditch was found filled, 6 in. deep at the bottom,
with laminated turf-peat, which extended up both its sides and for 4 ft., 4 in. thick, on the natural
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surface to the S., which was cleared for it of the previously accumulated mud. The edge of the
latter was cut clean away, and the turf was clearly laid purposely. It reappears in every section in
the ditch, and in section 55 also for nearly 3 ft. on the N. side, 6 to 3 in. thick: both there and in
section 56 a mud layer is continuous with it.

Intermittently along much of the S. side of the road, and on the N. especially by the angle
where it changes direction, were the remains of a mem/—workmg occupation. The black layer of
charred debris which this produced is seen in sections §2, §3, and §6, and again (fig. 23) in
sections 57 and §8 in connexion with the pits to be noticed in a moment. It yielded abundant
furnace-charcoal, slag, and miscellaneous scraps of bronze, remains of crucibles and furnace-
clay, and the like, together with occasional pieces of tile and a very considerable pottery-list
entirely typical of period IV. The workshops seem for the most part to have been mere shanties
which left no detectable structural remains, but there were traces of a timber building S. of the
road opposite section §2, with an abundance of roof-tiles and much period IV pottery, and SE. of
section §4 a long narrow timber structure of Roman type with post-holes and beam-gullies was
planned, site L3, also with period IV pottery. This does not seem to be a road-revetment like those
in region 3, for there can never have been anything to revet on such a gentle slope, and as being
not in actual stratified relation to the road it will be described under its period below. It
remains to notice that of the numerous pits in this area three were in stratified relation to the
road (fig. 23). In section §7 these were pit L8, filled with a dirty gravel mixture, with period IV
pottery, which ran up into the black layer of metal—workmg debris overlying both it and the road,
and piz Lg adjoining it, which was filled with the same black debris, intercalated with a tip of dirty
earth, and yielded similar pottery. Section §8 reveals piz Ly, which has the distinction of being
dug right into the N. edge of the road, into which it bites for about 4 ft. It was apparently dug
as a quarry for sand and gravel, a dump of which stood 18 in. high on its N. lip; it was nearly 4 ft.
deep from the road surface, straight-sided with a shelving bottom on which in one place was some
uncleared sand. The main filling was again black burnt debris, with oyster-shells and other refuse
aswellas three British (152—4)and two Roman coins (28, 30: Tiberius) and atypical list of Neronian
(late period IV) pottery; above was a 6-in. gravel layer, with an intensely black burnt layer above
again, perhaps from the period V destruction. It interrupts the road so seriously that towards the
end of period IV there can have been no traffic here requiring more than 4 ft. of road-space—all
that was left between it and the drain-ditch, on the far side of which there was here no road
at all.

Period V. The burnt layers spread by the metal-workers were probably added to by the period V
destruction, though stratification does not in general make this clear.

Period V1. The road was thereupon thoroughly reconditioned; sandy grey earth filling was laid
over the road I surface and ditch and the adjoining deposits (in section §7 black rubbish from the
adjoining debris and destruction layers), and over this fresh gravel was laid, of varying thickness, to
produce a new road-surface, everywhere at least 20 ft. wide, a foot or so below modern surface.
This road seems to have continued in use long after period VI, and to have led to the temple
precincts established at the very end of the first century and occupled throughout the second
century and into the third in region 1. But nowhere did the metalling itself produce pottery re-
quiring a date later than period VI, and the filling beneath contained what must in the main be
Period IV rubbish, together with two Roman silver denarii (2, Republican; 21, Augustus).

(i1) Other Stratified Sequences
Sequence (a)

Period I. The area around and south of sites D1 and D2, above suggested as perhaps the
primary objective of the period I trackway preceding road II, had been much dug into in periods



100 THE EXCAVATIONS -

III and IV, cleared and filled in VI, and entirely made up and levelled over at the end of the first
century. The natural sand was covered by loam subsoil, of which a 2-ft. thickness remained; but
the latter’s surface could not be thought original: as well as being dirtied and trodden in the
post-conquest periods, it had been planed down, truncating the mouths of the period I pits, so
that these last were all that remained i situ of the pre-conquest occupation. That this occupation
was of definite importance is suggested partly by that fact—here was something that the Romans
were at special pains to destroy—partly by the nature of the pits; and partly by the character of
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F1c. 24. Region 4: detail plan, site D1 and surroundings. Compare pl. cix.

the period I material in themand incorporated in near-by later deposits. The immediate neighbour-
hood of sites D1~D2 was cleared as shown in the plan fig. 24, on which the sand, where left
undisturbed under its covering of loam, is marked by broken shading, the pits and other features
being dug into it through the loam, which, as explained, was itself nowhere certainly uninjured.
The pits yielding period I material were peculiar in being rectangular. They were pit D1z,
measuring § ft. by 3 ft. by 6 ft. deep from the surviving loam surface; pir D14, 8 ft. by 6 ft. by 6 ft.
deep; pir D11, 6 ft. by 6 ft. by 4 ft.; and pir Dg, 6 ft. at least by 4 ft. by 5 ft. All these pits
had been carefully lined with clay, which as found had mostly puddled itself at the bottom,
but must originally have been retained by timbering; in the two surviving corners of pit Dg
were found iron nails with traces of wood adhering. In fig. 25 this pit and the adjoining pit D11
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are seen in section 643 pit D12 in section §9; and pit D14 in section 60. Pit D12 had the
sheerest vertical sides and rectangular profile, and its thick clay lining was still largely in
position: the sharp state of its edges shows how the loam has been planed down to truncate its
original mouth. Pit D14 had an uneven bottom, and the remains of its clay were covered by
a burnt layer and sealed by one of loam, above which was a mess of rubbish with pottery
indicating period III, so that the loam layer may be assigned to the destroying of the period I
occupation in period II. Pit D11 had one slanting wall, and its lining was loamy clay, with
burnt layers and dirty loam sealing of period II or IIl above. Lastly, pit Dg had had its E.
end cut away by the later pit Dr1a (see’below).

The chief of the period I material from the pits was as follows. Pit D12 had Arretine forms
s2 (L.1), s4 (L.2: 2), s13 (L.10: fitting to pieces from pit D11), and s14a (L.11: 2); Gallo-
Belgic including f.2 (4), 3 (2), 5 (2), 56 (4), and 112; native wares in plenty both fine (including
two beakers f.114) and coarse (including store-jars f. 270—1) All this was in the puddled clay, and
Roman f.232¢, 259 (2), and 266 indicate sealing in period III (or II) by the overlying rubbish,
which, however, ran up indistinguishably into later material. In pit D14 the period I group below
the loam seahng was extremely fine: with brooches of types I11, X, XII (e.g. pl. xc111, 68) were the
Arretine stamps 19 and 29, FONT and XANT1 on s4 (L.2), and also the Arretlne forms st 1 (L.8: 4)
and s14a (L.11); Gallo-Belgic f. 2, 3, 4 (6), 12 (5), 164, with the white beaker 113 (8); native
(fine) 2184, 221, 254, and (coarse) 266. The period I1I rubbish above contained with its Roman
material much derived from the same occupation: Arretine stamps 7 and 16, ATEI and DIOM3
on s11 (L.8); much early Gallo-Belgic, with stamps DVROTIX, IVLIOS, VISEROS, VRIT(VES),
MARIO; and much pure native ware. The primary material in pit D11 was similar but less rich,
the Arretine including s4 (L.2) stamped XANT .. (no. 30), and the Gallo-Belgic the stamps
BITVOL and 1VLIO. Lastly, pit D9 had in its puddled clay a great deal of pure native ware
(f.34 (2), 92, 218 (2), 231, 2328, 253, 270, 271), and some good Gallo-Belgic. The filling
above had been swallowed into the later sand fill of pit D1a, but it contained much early
material, and the intrusion from it into the clay only of three fragments of Claudian Sigillata
(s15B (24/25: 2), s14B (27)) agrees with an original depositing not later than period III. And
below the puddled clay, scattered over the flat bottom of the pit, were ten bronze coins of Cunobe-
lin, thus virtually equivalent to a hoard (nos. 114/23). A high proportion of early material
was incorporated in most of the later deposits round about, and it thus appears that a period
I site of importance had here been destroyed at the conquest, leaving only these rectangular clay-
lined pits beneath it. The latter remind one rather of the timber-lined pits in the Roman camp
at Haltern,” and whatever it was they were designed to contain, they are certainly unique among
pre-conquest pits here and (we believe) elsewhere in Britain. Furthermore, none of the other
period I sites excavated yielded so high a proportion of imported continental wares, and on this
evidence the standard of living on this one must have been well above the average indicated,
e.g., by sites L2, L4, L6, and 1.7.2

Periods (I and) IT1. Theevidence for destruction hereator after the conquest has been included
in the foregoing, and that this was at least as early as period III is shown by the stratification
described, and by the appearance of new pits, independent of the pre-conquest series, themselves
containing material no earlier than period III. These were the oval-mouthed pirs D16 and Di1g
(section 64), both having saucer-shaped areas of occupation-debris appended, possibly the sites
of dwellings; and pizs D14 and D1 ¢, which were cut into respectively by pits D1 and D1a. Material
at least as late as period IV was, however, not excluded from the filling of any of these, and they
cannot be dated quite exactly.

Periods IV-V1. Period IV added the large _dish-shaped size D1, perhaps a threshing-hollow
like those in region 2 (pp. 75—6), the rubbish-pit piz D1a (sections 63—4), and two new pits of the

1 Haltern, text pp. 40 ff. z For comment, see p. 46 above.
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rectangular clay-lined variety, pizs Dr and Dz (sections 61—2). However, all vestiges of
structure had vanished, for not only was the site apparently wrecked in the perlod V destruction,
but it was then cleared and the filling of these pits completed in period VI, after which thorough
making up and levelling followed towards the end of the first century. The fioor-like expanse called
site D2 was perhaps only a levelling-layer prepared on this last occasion; it contained material
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FiG. 25. Region 4: sections 59-66, across site D1 and pits D1, D14, D2, Dg,
D11, D12, D14, D16, D18, D19, D20, and D21. For sections 59—64, see fig.
24; for 65-6, pl. cIx.

of all periods, and the mainly period IV assemblage in the filling of site D1 also contained some
period VI material; in the pits period IV material was primary, period VI material secondary.
All this stratification is shown in the sections; it remains to notice that the period V destruction
had had the same effect on the clay of pits D1 and D2 as on that of the similar pits of period I:

in that of pit D2 was found a nearly whole beaker f.108. Period IV sherds from all three pits
and site D1 were found to fit together, and with others from the great layer of make-up sealing all,

and all thesurrounding area, in common. Thislayer was of dirty earth, containing a great abundance
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of material of all these periods, together with enough mid to late Flavian pottery to date it to the

end of the first century, when the area was thus made up and levelled over presumably for
agriculture.

Sequence (b)

- Period IT1. About 100 ft. S. of site D1 was piz D20 (section 6%), filled with black debris with
Period III pottery and sealed with loam so lying as to suggest it was filled before the adjoining
pit D21. Immediately to the S. of it ended the long ditch-like pit D18, of whicha cross-section is
given in section 66. This, in its lower clayey and middle black filling, contained a great amount of
pure native pottery (f.115/6 (9), 218 (5), 221, 250, 254 (§), 257 (2), 259 (6), 2608 (2), 262 (2),
264, 265, and great numbers of 266, 270, and 271), with much Gallo-Belgic (f. 2 (), 3 (2),
557 (4), 8(8), 12(5), 14 (3), 15 (3), 56 (13), 72 (6), 84, 844; beaker 113 also plentiful), so that
despite the presence of some Roman material the filling can hardly be later than period III and
may consist largely of rubbish from a near-by period I occupation not itself discoverable.

Period IV. Over this and pit D20 were period IV sealing-layers, the latter continuous with the
filling of pi¢ D21, which contained abundant period IV material, lasting into period VI. Adjoining

the latter pit was size D3, like site D1 perhaps another threshmg-hollow also with period IV
material.

Sequence (¢)

Period IV. In the NE. of the region were two hut-sites, size D4, 19 ft. 4 in. across and cut
through the loam to a natural sand floor 2 ft. down, and size D5, similar, both with period IV pot-
tery and signs of destruction presumably in period V.

Period VI. Thereafter site D5 had been made up level, with some period VI pottery in the
material, and through site D4 had been dug an attempted well-shaft, piz Dzo. This was meant
to be § ft. square, but collapsed before reaching water, at 8 ft. 6 in. below the site’s original
floor. In it was a miscellany of pottery with a number of pieces not before period VI, and the
whole complex adjoined a big spread of gravel metalling associated with pottery equally late,
answering to those farther N. in region I.

B. FeaTures By PerioD
Period 1

The trackway underlying Road II has been described (p. 97, figs. 22—3), and its possible
primary objective in the area of site D1 discussed, with the quantity of fine period I material found
there and in the four distinctive pits, pizs Dg, D11, Drz and D14 (p. 101, 1igs. 24~5). Theonly other
sign of period I occupation in the region was within the angle made by the road-line, where a
large accumulation of almost purely native pottery was discovered in one place, lying on the natural
gravel at 28 in. from surface. No structural remains could be found, but a former hut-site may
probably be inferred. Just S. of the area planned in fig. 24 the pits found included piz Dr3, which
from its (scanty) contents may perhaps be of period I also (if not, III). Near it was piz D7, a shallow
hollow 2§ ft. across, very probably a threshing-hollow like those in region 2 (p. 75). It contained
abundant native pottery and Gallo-Belgic (f.3 (14), 12 (1 I), 13 (11), 84 (6), &c., and a fine £.77),
with Roman jugs, &c. (f.102 (2), 154 (2), 161 (4), 161/3, 1854, 1864, 1 9IA cookmg—ware
absent) no later than period I1I, if as late; a period I initial date is possible. Farther SW., pit D2z

may also be as early, having in it nothmg but native and Gallo-Belgic pottery with only a Roman
amphora-stump f.183.
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Period 11
Destruction in the site D1 area may be reckoned as of this or the beginning of period III

(p. 101).

Period 111

On the slope S. of the road-line, size L5 was found as a thick occupation-layer lying on loam, at
least 14 by 17 ft. An as of Claudius was found, and the pottery need hardly be later than period
I11; with it was much debris of bronze-working. For over 100 ft. SW. of this our trench revealed
indefinite traces of occupation, and here was the large piz L16, and beyond it pir L39, a big oval
pit with a sand-streaked dark filling, both also with period 111 pottery (the latter probably adding a
Cunobelin coin, no. §6). N. of the road-line near the angle in it was piz L5, bowl-shaped, 9 ft.
across and 44 in. deep, with similar pottery; the filling was of heavily burnt matter streaked with a
little sand and much burnt clay, and was probably debris from the metal-working which attained
its height here with period IV. In the site D1 area, pizs D16, D19, D1b, and D1¢ have been noticed
(p. 101); like the former two the neighbouring pir D23 can only be dated period I1I-IV indif-
ferently, and the same is true of pizs D8, 15, and 154, the latter two adjoining an apparent hut-site,
site D8, 12 by at least 26 ft. with a loam floor half of which was ¢ in. higher than the other. In
the ditch-like piz D18 period IV material has been seen to be secondary, in Dzo absent (p. 103).
Pit D22 and the hollow Pir D7 have been noticed as possibly going back to period I (p. 103).
Wells II and I1I will be noticed below.

Period IV

(2) Road II has been described, pp. 96, 98—9, with figs. 22-3.

(8) Occupation-sites. Among the traces of occupation noticed above along the S. of it (p. 99),
site L3 was outstanding. It consisted of a made floor of stiff loamy clay with a pebbled surface,
stretching for at least 56 ft. parallel to the road, 14 ft. on average from it, and 4—5 ft. wide.
This was bounded by beam-gullies like those of the site A1 building (p. 90, fig. 19), 6 to 12 in.
across and 6 to 9 in. deep, the northern one with post-holes disposed along the inner side, and one
on the outer, and joined to the southern one by a transverse gully near the E. end. The incomplete
clearance of this building was regrettable, but was enforced by restrictions on excavation, the
site being now destined for modern houses. The post-holes were from g to 12 in. across, and the
remains as planned must be regarded as part of the narrow aisle of a bipartite timber building
like that on site A1, facing on to the road as there, the S. wall and E. end of which remain un-
. excavated. Here then is another example of this Roman type of structure, and the associated
pottery, which included much Claudius—Nero Sigillata and practically no Gallo-Belgic, represents
here, too, mainly the Roman element in the composition of period IV uppermost. The vague
remains of another building W. of this have been noticed on p. 99, and N. of the road also
portions of beam-gullies were observed close to the angle in it, where indications of metal-working
in period IV were so abundant (p. 99). The remaining occupation-sites had been huts of
the sharply contrasted native type (cf. p. §4). One was piz L17, with floor sunk 3 ft. through the
loam to sand, 24 ft. in diameter; it was adjoined by pit L414a (see below). One, some way W.
of the last mentloned was site LI with a saucer-shaped floor 18 ft. across, rising to a wall-bank
on the E. and covered with thick bla,ck occupation-debris. There had been another, 130 ft. from
the road on the S. side.

Sites Dg and D5 in the NE. of the region have been noticed (p. 101). Near site D3 lay size Dy,
a hut-floor some 34 ft. across (N.=S.), sunk 2 ft. into the loam, flanked by remains of wall-banks;
it was filled with charred debris with burnt daub-clay, and had perhaps been burnt in the period V
destruction. S. of this and of site D8 was the less well defined size Dg, and a hearth and other
patches possibly of this period.
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(c) Hollows and Pits. Site D1 itself (fig. 24 and p. 101) was a large dish-shaped hollow dug
through loam into sand, 18 ft. by 14 by 6 ft. 6 in. maximum depth in the centre. Its edge was
diversified by an undisturbed tongue on the NW., bounding a shelving terminal gully. The
filling was very mixed dirty earth with patches of burnt and unburnt clay, and such is typical
of the Iron Age threshing-hollows with which those in region 2 have been compared (p. 75), and
this, like pit D7 (p. 103), seems to be another of these. The pottery in the filling, with which were
two black and two white paste counters, type III and other brooches, a spill of hard pink-white
mortar, and an as of Claudius, was strong in Sigillata Claudian at earliest and in Roman grey and
buff wares; the Gallo-Belgic included the late forms 14 (4), 16 (2), and 16c (several); and there
were still later elements such as mortarium 1958 (2) and many Roman grey cooking-pots 266
which show that the filling was not completed till period VI. Size D3, farther S., was apparently
another such threshing-hollow, 22 ft. across, with definitely period IV pottery. With these may
be contrasted many ordinary rubbish-filled pits: pir D ra (p. 101) close to site D1 pit D21,
11 ft. across and 6 ft. deep (both these with pottery just extending into period V1I); pir D6, away in
the centre of its area, with pottery not so late; the outlying pir D24 to the E. (found after the 1930
excavations, in the grounds of the Dogs Home), with primary period IV pottery, and period VI
material over; and a number more in area L. These were pir L3, a big pit in the metal-working
region N. of the road, dug probably for sand and gravel and filled with layers of these alternating
with burnt rubbish; pits Ly, L8, and Lg, already described (p. 99, fig. 23), in the same region; the
small pir Lz4 near by; pir L6, farther N. and probably an attempted well, at least 14 ft. deep, witha
filling rich in period IV pottery; pizs Lro and Lzz S. of this; S. of the road pir L4, 18 ft. across and
nearly 7 ft. deep, with clay (perhaps from a lining) at the bottom under charred debris possibly from
the period V destruction, covered by gravel and made earth only completed in period VI; the
smaller, black-filled pir L2g; and the not dissimilar piz L,31; and S. of these again pir L414, adjoin-
ing pit L17 (p. 104), pit L414 and the black-filled pir L32. To be distinguished from these are
several pits more or less rectangular in form. Pizs D1 and 2 in the site D1 area (p. 102, figs. 24—5)
were the only ones resembling the period I pits already described in that area with clay, originally
timbered, linings (p. 100). The others were the small piz L1, N. of the road, which only contained
a black and gravelly filling; its larger neighbour pit L2, which was hot fully cleared; pir L3o S.
of the road, with rectangular mouth 8 by 12 ft. but only one vertical side, the filling being of
black debris, clayey below and completed with gravel above; and pir L1s, just S. of pit L41b,
which had sloping sides and a mouth not truly rectangular (8ft. by ¢ at N. end, 6 at S.), and a single
dark earthy filling with sandier completion above. All had period IV pottery, and whatever their
original purpose were filled up as ordinary rubbish-pits.

(d) Pottery-kiln, with Pir Lrg. Wholly distinctive, however, was pis L1g, 6 ft. square in plan
with an oblong adit on the E. 4 ft. 6 in. long and 17 in. wide (fig. 26, 2). It was cut 3 ft. deep
through the loam to a flat bottom formed by the natural sand surface below, the sides being steeply
sloped except the S. which had collapsed; the adit had vertical sides and a flat bottom 1 ft. 4 in.
shallower than the pit. The pit was plainly dug as the emplacement of a pottery-kiln which was
never built, the adit being for the flue; the work was interrupted, and the pit filled to the mouth with
shattered fragments of Roman tile, espec1ally of the semicircular form (in two different diameters)
used (as in the temple-precinct of Claudius in the Colonia) for building columns or pilasters
(p. 3485 cf. others from region 3, p. 93), and of newly broken pottery vessels. A number of the
latter could be restored, and pl. x11, 2 shows the nine best pieces. The Sigillata (in front) corre-
sponds closely to that from the Colonia pottery-shop destroyed by Boudicca (p. 20): left, form
s6 (15/17, incomplete) stamped REC'ENV; centre, s14 (27), stamped OF LICN; right, s8 (18),
stamped OF LICINI. The unglazed vessels represented were mostly amphorae and other handled
types: amphora left, f.18; right, f.18; one-handled flagon, f.139; large two-handled jug, f.1748
(unique); smaller, behmd f.168c; four-handled vessel, Haltern form L.63 (the first complete

P
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specimen known), f.176. As will be seen from the remarks on each of these types below, the date
indicated is the end of period IV, and the interruption of the kiln-building can scarcely fail to have
been due to the Boudiccan revolt. That this neighbourhood was then the scene of a definite pottery
industry is not only suggested by the availability of these complete vessels for filling an unfinished
kiln-pit but is proved by the discovery, just beyond the angle in road II, of an actual kiln.

The Pottery-kiln (fig. 26, 13 pl. x11, 1) was slightly built compared with those of the second
century in the southern quarter of the site (p. 26), and had undoubtedly had much less use.
It was built of clay, without strengthening of tile or sherds, and the general shape was rectangular,
with the flue to the N. It had been violently destroyed by fire, and nothing was preserved to
a greater height than 9 in., so that what we have is the plan only of the flued furnace underneath
the oven or kiln proper; the floor of this had been supported on a projecting partition-wall,
4 ft. 6 in. long and 14 in. wide, across the middle of the furnace-space. The inside measurement
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Fic. 26. Region 4: plans of pottery-kiln (with section,
A-B) and pit L1q. See pls. x11, cIx.

of the space was § ft. 8 in. by 4 ft. 2 in., representing presumably 6 by 43 Roman feet. The
flue, at the N. end, was better preserved than most of the rest because of the greater mass of clay
used to wall it, the mouth being only 15 in. across, splayed to 2 ft. at the inner end. But the outer
side of the walhng was damaged nearly all the way round, and at the NE. angle the inner side had
suffered likewise. The actual hard-baked inner facing ‘of the structure was under 2 in. thick,
backed by 6 in. or more of clay burnt brick-red but not brick-hard. The floor resembled the wall-
facing, less than 2 in. of hard-baked clay, laid directly on the natural gravel: it showed signs of
strong burning and in most of the flue was missing, having been broken up probably in the
repeated raking out of ashes. A thick black deposit of charcoal and soot surrounded and choked
the flue-mouth. The whole kiln was found filled with a mass of red clay fragments, the remains
of its floor and dome, no features of which, however, could be recognized. In this mass, their bodies
showing up like great eggs in a colossal pie, were quantities of buff jugs and flagons, obviously the
last loading of the kiln, which had perished with it. A number of these could be restored, and
the forms are f.154, 149 or 150, and 171; the series is described p. 282, and figured fig. 58, 1-9,
with the pieces of other vessels found also in, or in association with, the kiln, namely rough-cast
beaker f.948 (10—11) and bowl f.62 (12), one bowl f.243 (13), two fragments of another bowl (14),
and platter f.17 in its latest and worst form (15), with a few lid-fragments. The date cannot be
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earlier than the very end of period IV, and most of the forms also occur in period VI. The evidence
is thus wholly consistent with the kiln’s destruction in period V by Boudicca (thus agreeing with
pit L.19), before it had been in use at all long. Its date will thus be the short time immediately
preceding the revolt in 61, or the very end of period IV. There were probably other kilns near by,
on ground afterwards removed by the Roman gravel-diggings to be noticed below.

Period V

Other signs of the Boudiccan destruction in the region have been noted in various places above
(pp. 99, 102, 103), and here as elsewhere it evidently put an end to the main occupation.

Period VI and later

Thereafter the same gravel metalling as observed near by in region 1 was laid in the NE. corner
of the region, where 22 pieces of a Roman store-jar f.2734a were found sealed in it, with more of the
same fabric lying upon it, together with much amphora f.187, Sigillata forms s6, s8, s14, and
st (Dr. 15/17, 18, 24/5, 27), and other pottery as much Roman as native, tile, burnt clay,
slag, &c. Through site D4 adjoining was now dug the attempted well, piz Do (p. 103), and that
the two other wells found in the region may have been used or even dug in this period will be seen
directly. The making-up of the site D1 area and its surroundings has been noticed (p. 102), and
positive traces of occupation were confined to two places in the S. and SE. of the region. S. of
site D9 was a rectangular clay floor, site Dro, 20 ft. by 15, yielding in the main only amphora-
fragments f.187 like the gravel metalling just described; and in the SE. corner of the field were
two pits, pits D3 and ¢, the former containing Roman ware including f.242 and 272D, with
Sigillata st4 and s15 (Dr. 15/17, 24/5) as well as some native pottery, the latter a still more Roman
assemblage of pottery, with a silver coin of Cunobelin (no. 15). Both were sealed over with gravel,
upon which was a burnt layer covering both, containing a great deal of bronze slag, pieces of
crucibles and casting-moulds, and pottery which included Flavian pieces; there were also coins of
Domitian. Farther W., near well 111, was a small hearth made of sherds of amphora f.187.

Features not closely dated

(a) Wells. About 100 ft. S. of the attempted well pit D1o was found the timber-lined we// 17
(pl. xv, 2). Its timbering will be described below with the others of its class (p. 126); it was 8 ft.
deep from ancient (10 ft. 6 in. from modern) surface. In the sludge at the bottom were the intact
flask f.235 and the beaker f.1084, with the two intact jugs f.1554 and B; these should indicate a
date in period IV or even III, but the filling above contained an assortment of pottery including
pieces at least as late as perlod V1, and the well was most probably dug at the beginning of period
IV and not filled in until period VI or even Flavian times. On the extreme S. margin of the region
was well 111 (pl. xv, 3), also timbered, and described p. 126. It was 8 ft. 6 in. deep from ancient
(12 from modern) surface, and in the sludge at the bottom was a large part of a Sigillata bowl
s19 (Ritt. 12), with a white jug-neck of peculiar form. The pottery in the filling above was un-
distinguished, and the same chronology as for well II may be conjectured, but without a near
approach to certainty.

(6) Pits. The following pits could not be dated: pizs L18, 20, 21, 214, 22, 23, 27.

(¢) Roman Gravel-diggings and Sand-pits. Along the E. foot of Sheepen Hill, from a point
just short of the pottery-kiln for about 22§ yards southward, and then turning W. for a short
distance on the hill-side, excavation located the edge of a large ancient gravel-working, extending
back at least as far as the line of the foot-path dividing areas L and D. The edge is represented on
the modern surface by a lynchet-like shelf in the ground. The rubbish thrown into these gravel-
diggings, which were no doubt at first discontinuous though later for the most part united, was -
repeatedly sampled and found to contain extremely miscellaneous pottery. There was sufficient
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Claudian material to suggest that working may have begun as early as period IV, when gravel
and sand were certainly being dug elsewhere on the site, but it probably went on for some while
into the Roman times, and cannot be precisely limited. There were indications that its N. end had
destroyed other pottery kilns adjacent to the one found, which it had only missed by a few inches.
A detached portion of the same working was found E of the foot-path as piz D17, which was

a sand-pit, and contained rubbish with pottery of both the first and second centuries and a
Flavian bronze brooch.

REGION 5
Plan, pl. cx; pﬁotogmpﬁs, pls. X111-X1v

This region covers the top of Sheepen Hill and its short southern slope. The top is flattish,
rising just above the 110-ft. contour-line; the northern slope covered by region 3 bends sharply
in on the west, beyond Sheepen Sprmgs, dropping into a wide gully which reaches far enough
southward to leave on the west margin of this region a neck only some 100 yards across between
its head and the reverse slope to the south. The latter is the flank of the valley in which flows
eastward the small stream forming the southern boundary of the site. The head of this valley
being away up to the west, the stream enters the region at about 85 ft. O.D., and has fallen nearly
another 20 ft. before passing out of it on the east. The slope down to it begins gently, but from
the 100-ft. line continues steeply. Damp loam and clayey drift lie in the valley floor, but the main
mass of the hill is formed as before of sand and gravels, of varying consistency and incidence.
Denudation of these has been strong from the 110-ft. line eastwards, where a scoured sand
surface is met with only a few inches under the turf. The gully on the west has been bitten into in
ancient times by diggings cut through the sand and gravel to get at the underlying clay. The
hill-top 1s exposed and windy, but well drained and suitable for habitation accordingly; the southern
valley-slope 1s of course sunny and sheltered, though damp below 100 ft. The region was ex-
cavated, with various gaps of no demonstrable importance, plece—meal during the seasons of
1932—4, with supplementary work in 1939. The excavated portions of the N. and NE. of it are
the south division of area B and the central division of area C, continuing from region 3; the centre
is covered by areas G and Z; area Y covers the west with its northern and western divisions
and the south with its central and eastern divisions; and the SE. corner, with the extension
beyond outside the limits of pl. cx, forms the southern division of area C. The detached
portion of the region outside the plan to the SW., at the far end of Sheepen Dyke isarea W. The
hedge and foot-path crossing the region from E. to W. divide the Sheepen property from that of
Kingswode Hoe; the gate which up to the present has given access to this from the N, end of
Sussex Road lies just within the region on the W.

A. STRATIFICATION

Key-deposits
Sequence (a)

Period 1. The Sheepen Dyke, ditch 1, enters the region from region 3 still holding strictly to
the SSW. alinement followed by it from the W. entrance on. Its interruption by ditch II, pit
G11, and clay-pit I1I is the chief stratigraphic interest of this sequence (sections 67—8—9), which
is concerned with the length, of just 100 yards from the N. limit of the region, where the dyke is
represented by ditch I proper. This length ends at the original SW. entrance, at which ditch I
stopped with a shght inward turn, seen on plan as a bulge, 28 ft. across, projecting for 8 ft. to E.
1n from the main line of the inner 11p This termination is confronted, across an entrance-causeway -
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of undisturbed sand 3o ft. broad, by the opposite termination of ditch Is, which continues the
original defences SE. as far as they go and will be described under sequence (¢). At some time
before the end of period I an additional defence-line was made to run SW. from the original end
of ditch I, bending off on to an alinement of its own and running on to end in area W this is
ditch Ia and will be described under sequence (4). Here in sequence (2), ditch I proper was
36 ft. wide, and just over 8 ft. deep from its lips as found (11 ft. 6 in. from modern surface);
a slightly oblique cross-section is given by section 69 (fig. 27). It was dug in natural sand, and
on its broad U-shaped bottom had § in. of primary sand silt, overlain by 14 in. of paler sand
which may either be more period I silt or a little of the rampart thrown back in period II; the
two layers were not everywhere distinct (on the Sigillata form 29 fragment pl. xxi1, 2 5, see
p- 177). There was no trace of the rampart itself, which was probably faced with turf to retain
the sand of its body.

Period I (and II-11T). A great deal of the rampart was not thrown back into the ditch in period
I1. The pale sand just noticed was overlain by up to 14 in. more of darker sand, containing the
Cunobelin coin no. 7§ at ¢. 6 ft., and one or both of these should represent partlal refilling in
period II or II-III (the latter in "the same sense as in region 3, p. 80); but the period III
black layer over them lay still as low as § ft. 6 in. from lip level, and clearly the bulk of the ram-
part, if not left temporarily iz sizu, must have been removed elsewhere for the sake of its sand.
In the partial section 68, however, there was a much thicker period II sand filling, so the extent
of the refill was evidently inconstant.

Period 111, The period III stratum, 8 to 20 in. thick, was a black layer of occupation-debris,
with some amount of pottery.

Period IV. Over this was a further sand layer, presumably the last of the rampart, seamed in a
few places with black or earthy seams of debris, and partly covered in section 69 by a black stratum
18 in. thick, again with some amount of pottery.

Period V. The major importance of this sequence is its stratigraphic proof of the age of dizch I1.
This enters the region from the N., somewhat narrowed by denudation (cf. p. 81, region 3 adjoin-
ing), some 30 ft. outside ditch I and bending almost due S. so as to cut its line. The intersection
was very nearly destroyed by clay-pit III (p. 121), but not quite, and immediately S. of the edge
of the clay-pit ditch II was found to be cut diagonally across the filling of ditch I from NNW.
to SSE. This is seen in pl. x111, 2, and in section 69, the profile of ditch 11 being seen obliquely.
It was cut clean through the period IV black stratum just observed and into the sand
below; its filling consists of an even mixture of the two, redeposited, before the formation of any
primary silt, after serving as the material of the associated rampart. The period IV material so
redeposited contained oyster-shells and a little other rubbish, and some tumbled septaria; the
palisade-trench which had held the rampart’s facing is absent (as in region 3) N. of the clay-pit,
but S. of it duly appears in section 69 just above the inner lip of ditch I, or 8—10 ft. from
that of ditch II. Ditch II is thus later than period IV. That it is earlier than period VI is first
shown in section 68. Here, 10 ft. farther S., ditch II has crossed to a-position exactly on the edge
of ditch I, where the stratification of section 69 is repeated, with the addition of a later pit,
pit GI1,2 shallow rubbish-hole 9 ft. across and at most 2 ft. deep, dug into the top of the ditch II
filling. 1t contained dark sludgy earth full of rubbish and a floor-layer of oyster-shells. There was
nothing in it later than period VI, and its attribution to that period was confirmed by the contents
of the adjacent pits G6 and G7 (see below). This section gives a true profile of ditch II, nearly
12 ft. wide and g ft. deep, and of the palisade-trench, 3 ft. 6 in. from it, 2 ft. wide, and 20 in. deep.
A standard profile, clear of ditch I, is given by section 67, taken 75 ft. farther along to the SSE.:
the surface has been a little denuded, so that the ditch appears 10 ft. wide; the palisade-trench,
¢ ft. from it, is 2 ft. 3 in. wide, with sides slanting steeply to a flat bottom a foot narrower and
some 18 in. deep. Having disturbed nothing, the redeposited upcast filling the ditch is pure
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sand, containing only again tumbled septaria; the material in the palisade-trench is slightly darker.

Period V1. The right-hand portion of this section (67) is turned N. to show part of the adjacent
pit G6, which is here seen just clear of the palisade-trench, but which, as the plan (pl. cx) shows,
runs out immediately beyond to cut both it and the inner edge of ditch II. Touching it on the N.
was pit G7, which did the same. Both pits were filled with dark sludgy earth, exactly like that in
pit Gz, which we have just seen dug into ditch II’s filling in section 69. The three pits form in
fact a single group, and fortunately enough the contents of pits G6 and 77 were so rich in distinctive
unglazed pottery that they can be reckoned the most valuable key-deposits of period VI found
anywhere on the site. On the character of the period VI pottery assemblages so typified, see

PP- 43—4-.
Sequence (b)

Period I. The original termination of ditch I at the SW. entrance was the starting-point for
the extension of the period I defences by Dirch 4. That this is secondary could not indeed be
proved by any stratification in the primary silting, which was throughout meagre and of loose,
barren sand; but it is very obvious on plan. Leaving the slight inward turn in which ditch I
ended at the entrance as the lateral projection above described, ditch Ia at once sets off on an
outward curve, bringing it on to a new course heading almost due SW. Simultaneously,
it narrows from a minimum of 32 ft. to a standard width of only 24 ft., and the bottom along the
initial curve was found to be sloped evenly up from a depth of 8 ft. to one of only 5 ft. (7 ft. below
modern surface). There was nothing to show how late in period I this extension of the defences
had been made, but since its purpose would seem to be military, and since it slants across the level
neck linking the hill with the main plateau and so blocks the usefulness of the SW. entrance, it
looks like the sort of protective measure one would expect only at the end of the period, in the
troubled months after Cunobelin’s death, and very possibly, like the cutting through of the W.
entrance causeway in region 3 (p. 83), a last-minute expedient adopted only in face of the final
Roman advance. Section 73 shows the rather feeble profile characteristic of ditch Ia, with a foot
of primary sand silt in its bottom. This was under 40 ft. from the SW. entrance; nearly 100
yards farther SW. we have the slightly oblique section 70, where the width is as much as
26 ft. and the depth 7 ft. The fairly good V profile is marred by a collapse of the gravel-pocketed
sand of the outer slope, spoiling the definition of any primary silt.

The other complete section, section 71, was that taken in the detached area W, outside the plan
pl. cx, at the far SW. end of the line. The exact alinement, as was verified intermediately, was
preserved along ditch Ia’s whole length of almost exactly 300 yards until right at the end, where,
on the brow of the slope down to the boundary stream just above the 1oo-ft. contour-line, it
- broadened to fade out 1n an even inward curve. Section 71 was taken just short of this, rather
obliquely: the 24-ft. width seen represents a real one of 17 ft. between the lips as preserved, and
the depth from these is 6 ft. No primary silt could be clearly defined.

[t remains to notice that 170 yards E. from here, due S. of section 70, a trench carried right
down to the brink of the stream disclosed, between the 95- and 85-ft. contours (‘site Y2’), a
slight scarping of the natural slope. This was in two tiers, the lower answered by a shallow counter-
scarp, giving the semblance of a ditch. The natural subsoil here was clayey loam laid by the
stream, and thickened above these works by more recent lynchet-formation from modern plough-
ing of the slope; at and above the scarped levels was a good deal of charcoal, and the scarping was
undoubtedly both artificial and ancient. It is plausible (though nothing datable was found) to
connect this with the extension of the defences by ditch Ia; the continuance of it along the
whole length of the valley-slope between ditches 14 and Is will make a complete triangular addition
to the defended area, and the terminal inward curve of ditch Ia well suits this conception, which
will be mentioned again below.
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Periods IT and II-111, I1I, and IV. The scantiness or absence of primary siltin ditch Ia confirms
the view that it was only made at the very end of period I. In the region of sections 72 and 73 the
bulk of the filling, of sandy, in places gravelly, earth, was continuous up to a high level, and though
in these two sections there was a sealing-layer above, of gravel and sand respectlvely, the sealing
was very patchy, and rubbish was able to accumulate in the filling well into period IV (see below),
though in this region the actual levelling of the rampart into the ditch produced a homogeneous
matrix which need not be denied to period II, or II-III as above defined (p. 80). At a low
level (5 ft.) in this, just SW. of section 73, was a coin of Claudius (no. 13%), and in section 72 one
of Cunobelin (no. 43). Farther along, both in sections 70 and 71, only the lower part of the fill
can be ascribed to period II, and the remainder above must be distinguished anyhow as II-III,
and allowed in places to include material of IV. The dirty upper stratum in 71 may be wholly of
IV; but in any case the whole stretch of unsealed filling along the ditch cannot be treated as a
key—dep031t in any strict sense, and pottery that cannot be earlier than IV was often liable to turn

up in it. The gravel layer seen in section 72 was laid presumably to give a firm passage across
the still loose filling below; a little farther N. it had been made up with a patch of sand covered by
a second spread of gravel, in which was a small drain. Piz 271, in section 72, was dug through the
‘gravel, and was full of sooty black earth and oyster-shells; near section 70 the ditch was just
touched by another period IV pit, piz 3. Pit G8 will be mentioned directly. In the outlying area
W the filling of the ditch’s terminal curve was homogeneous and may be assigned to period II
primarily; in it was found a native pedestal-base f.203, and native pottery with slight Roman
admixture was found on the old surface-level near section 71. For a part of the terminal curve,
the inner lip had been dug into for sand, and rubbish with pottery, in part at least of period IV,
shot into the excavation.

Periods ¥ and V1. In the middle of section 73 the filling was interrupted by piz G4, which was
5 ft. across, 2 ft. 6 in. deep below the sand surface from which it had been dug, and quite full of
intensely sooty black earth. This contained much pottery, which included f.2 1, 34, 108, 112, 270,
with Roman f.161, 177, 242, 243, and is definitely taken into the time of Nero by the bowl
f.628. At the bottom, as seen in pl. x1v, 1, were four crumpled and battered Roman iron swords
(p. 340: pl. c1v, 3 —6) Thus dated, these suggest the fighting of A.p. 61, and the pit may be
regarded as contemporary with pit A2 I, site A4, and the other deposits yleldmg military remains
in region 3 (pp. 91-5).

Subsequently the outer edge of the filled ditch here had been bitten into by the large and almost
barren sand-pit, pit G5, which had a heavy dark filling and is probably as late as period VI,
cutting as it does the S. lip of the period IV piz G8. And near section 72 the inner edge was inter-
rupted by the big oval pir 746, which contained nothing that need be after period IV, but is
probably of VI from its similarity to those to be noticed below in and beyond area Z. :

Sequence (c)

No structural features of the SW. entrance were recoverable owing to later disturbance of the
ground, and recognition of its genuineness depends upon the proof that the two ditches between
which its causeway runs are contemporary and parts of a single plan—in other words, that ditch Is
belongs to the same defensive scheme as ditch 1. Dizck I runs from the causeway across which it
faces the original termination of ditch I (p. 108) SE. for a total distance of some 27§ yards. It
ends by running out at the bottom of the slope on the brink of the southern boundary stream,
just outside the plan pl. cx. It takes the fall of over 40 ft. at a fairly easy gradient, being laid
at an angle of about 60 ° to the contours. Its course is nearly though not absolutely straight, and
its dimensions are not as constant as those of ditch I. The shape of its profile, however, is quite as
constant, as is seen from figs. 28—30, where of all the sections shown only section 79 (fig. 29)
displays a really flat bottom, a view of which is given in pl. xu1, 1. For the rest, it makes a fairly



REGION g 113
/ s ard posthoe V) DITCH I B _ .

() DITCH 1 B

Jeale of Feet

DITCH /B, Ob//’gue view

[l

.......

F1c. 29. Region 5: sections 78-9, across ditch I, with pits
Y38 and Y41. See pl. cx.

Q



114 THE EXCAVATIONS

constant approximation to a V profile, save where, in section 80 (fig. 30), the sand into which it is
dug is very soft and loose. There was nowhere any sign of its rampart iz situ. It begins at its
NW. end at a width of 12—14 ft., and increases quickly to 24 ft. (section 80) and then to its maxi-
mum of 30 ft. (section 74), after which it varies between 26 and 28 ft. as far as about 120 yards
from its start; here it narrows to between 14 and 18 ft. (sections 79, 76, 77) and only gradually
thereafter regains 26 ft. before its end. The original depth appears everywhere to have been be-
tween 4 and 6 ft. except in the flat-bottomed sector at section 79, where it can hardly have been
much more than 3 ft. The narrower and shallower portion is that where the slope is steepest,
from 103 to about 80 ft. O.D., so that its reduced dimensions need not be supposed accidental.
It is conceivable that it orlgmally stopped altogether where these begin at the top of the steepest
slope, and was prolonged only afterwards just as ditch Ia prolongs ditch I. But there is no positive
argument for this, and whereas ditch Ia was distinctive in having little or no primary silt,
ditch I showed a primary silt in every section cut, except where none was visible in section 80
owing to the softness of the sand, and in 7§, where the whole contents below the period III level
were a dark sludgy mass without stratification (for Roman coin no. 4 (denarius) here see pp. 30,
144, 153, 161). This prlmary silt was occasionally clean sand (sections 78, 80), more often dark
sludgy mixture (74, 75 (?), 77), and again sometimes contained or consisted of black burnt material
(76, 77, 79, 81, 82); its thickness varied from 6 in. (79) to 2 ft. (centre of 77). Not very much
pottery was found in it. Stratification thus supports the view one would naturally take from the
plan, that ditch I and ditch I belong together. However, ditch Is is the less regular both in
dimensions and alinement, and was evidently finished with the less care as the less important.

Periods II and II-I11. In a few places ditch I was found to have a fairly complete filling assig-
nable to period II (sections 75, 77, 81). Often, however, this was incomplete (sections 74, 76,
78-9), and occasionally (section 82) quite scanty, and here ‘there was always a secondary fill above
attributable to period II-III in the sense defined above (p. 80). Black layers were several times
present in these, but they produced very little, with one interesting exception. In the period
II-III fill in section 76 was a deposit containing ten fragments of clay slab-moulds, of the peculiar
pitted type described below (pp. 129~133) and conjectured to have been used in the manufacture of
coins at Cunobelin’s mint. It is in general clear that the filling of this ditch was done rather
irregularly and imperfectly, and much of the vanished rampart-material may have been taken
away for other use.

Period I11. Layers of this period, of one kind or another, overlay the filling in sections 74, 75,
77> 79, 81, 82, and 83. In section 76 the filling was only now completed; in 77 the layer was a
thick one and from its material must run well into period IV—it might even be no earlier than
that. In section 79 the layer was of black debris and ran over the edge of the ditch into piz 738,
one of a whole row of shallow sand-quarries dug along this sector. In section 82 the layer was a
thin black one with a clay patch, perhaps a hearth, in the middle of it, and ran over the edge into
the upper part of pir Z1, a big straight-sided pit 6 tt. deep, cutting away the outer lip of the ditch
and full of dark sludgy rubbish-material, with some sand, the whole of whose contents could
be assigned to period III. In section 83 there was again a layer running over into an interrupting
pit, piz Z3, with a period III filling, sandy below and black above.

Period IV. 1n sections 74—6 this period produced only sand or earth make-up over the ditch-
filling; in 77 there was occupation, as just noticed; in 78 there was a well-laid gravel floor with a
rich occupation-stratum on it, like those in region 3 (p. 80). In section 79 the filling of the
ditch was now completed, in one with that of the adjacent pit 741, the earlier, pit Y38 being left
choked with sand; in 80 a big cylindrical pit, pir G1, probably an attempted well, was dug into
the ditch’s outer I1p, and a black debris-layer shot over the filling; in 82 there was nothmg neces-
sarily of period IV at all. In both sections 82 and 83, which adjoin one another, the period II1
deposits were covered by a compact layer of earthy make-up, on which, in 83, was sand, covering
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also a final black layer in piz Z3. All over this sand, and beyond it into section 82, was a dense
stratum of wood-ash, and in and on this, centred on the middle of section 81, was a great mass of
Roman tiles and tile fragments and wasters.” Tiles had clearly been made here, but very full
excavation showed no trace whatever of a kiln, and it would appear that a non-permanent construc-

PIT G.L(IV) and DITCH I B

v

g

|

V4

I3

PIT Z1. (i) cutting DITCH I 8, cot also by DITCH Z 4 )

Ongena: L N

e S
i . “" N "‘“‘MM”M‘ 7 , Sgrasn SEl Sl

. @ PIT Y48 (V1) blotting out DITCH 11 (V)

ST
i

ya

DITCH 1 Bcovered by Tile-Clamp with later Buriah,and cut by PITZ.3.(1-1)

Onginat tp of Ditsh BB

-

!Ililllluumm

”””“m'"“"wnn..., “W By w ps g3 TR 54
A S . ot asovon g " Fi1c. 31. Region 5: sections 84~5, across ditch 11
’ AT Sam and palisade-trench; 86, across ditch I1I, ditch Z1,
eae of Font and pit Z12 (see fig. 32); and 87, across pit Y48
AP wn See pl. cx. :

i

Fic. 30. Region 5: sections 80—3, across ditch 1B and pits G1, G3
(ditch Z4), Z1, and Z3, &c. See pl. cx.

tion or tile-clamp had been used. The whole was associated with typically period IV pottery.
Farther SW. the ditch was cut into by the contemporary pir ¥42.

Period V1. Only two interruptions of this period cut into ditch IB: one, at its narrowest part,
was Pir %43, with Roman grey-ware pieces certainly no earlier, and the other was the elongated
excavation on the border of areas G and Z, called in the former piz G3, but definitively known
as ditch Zg4. This appears in both sections 81 and 82, where it is seen to cut through the whole
filling of ditch I including the period IV layers. Its own content was a homogeneous earthy
mass, with pottery including native ware only in small worn scraps, and a good deal of Roman
cooking-pot f.266, with much tile from the adjoining ‘clamp’ deposits; that it is indeed as late
as period VI is confirmed by the analogy of the similar elongated pits or ditches running along
the line not of ditch Is but of ditch II, as will be seen in the next sequence.
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‘Other Features. Pit Y35 had no datable contents. In section 83 the period IV deposits are
seen interrupted by two of a group of six Roman burials, inserted into the abandoned clamp-site
at various dates in the second and third centuries.

Sequence (d)

Period V. 'This sequence begins only with dizck 11, which cut into no earlier deposit after cross-

ing ditch I, but was cut into by later ones. In fig. 31, section 84 shows a profile of it and its

alisade-trench taken near the E. limit of area G, where the palisade-trench was found with sides
splayed in the soft sand by weathering after an imperfect fill (cf. pl. x1v, 1), and adjoined by
meagre remains of its gravel rampart-base and a post-hole, perhaps but not certainly associated.
Section 85 shows another in the heavily denuded sector on the border of area C (south); the
other two sections were taken in between these. The line of section 84 is marked on the plan
fig. 32. Ditch II was probably just over 10 ft. wide here originally, and was dug 3 ft. 6 in. into
hatural sand; it was filled with its upcast, replaced from the vanished rampart, streaked with burnt
debris but barren of significant finds.

Period V1. This was cut into by dizck Zz, an elongated rubbish-trench dug along its line, just
as was ditch Z4 along ditch I, and filled with sand thickly streaked and more thickly covered
with more burnt debris, in which were a legionary denarius of Antony (no. 16), four Caligula
asses (74—7) and another Roman coin (p. 166), and two Cunobelin coins (91,107), but only
-~ scrappy pottery. This in turn was cut into, and the palisade-trench obliterated, by the circular
pit Z12, with a slanting bottom covered with sand and burnt debris, and a main filling of dark
sandy earth; in this was a little Roman pottery, still no later than period VI. Lastly, section 87
shows ditch II entirely blotted out, on the line of the boundary hedge between areas Z and Y
(east), by pir 748, which with its nelghbour pir 132 further represents the same class of elongated
_ rubbish-trenches or pits of period VI. Just N. of this the palisade-trench was cut by two small
round pits of the same age, pits Z8 and Zg.

Sequence (€)

Period I. In the middle of the area planned in fig. 32, and shown in section 88 (fig. 33), were
two pits with their bottoms covered by heavy sludgy deposits containing only pure native pottery,
pit 211 and pit Z6. They would have lain just at or by the tail of the original rampart belonging
to ditch I, and that they may be assigned to period I is confirmed by the overlying stratification.

Period II. The earthy filling of pit Z11 contained still only native pottery, with a couple of
Roman jug-sherds, and with the barren sand filling, pit Z6 may tentatively be assigned to period
IT: that is, both must have been deposited at or soon after the Roman Conquest.

Period I11. For pit Z11 is cut by the northern end of a third pit, piz Z17, the filling of which,
with a black stratum at its base, also seals pit Z6. This pit Z17 was peculiar, an elongated oval
in plan, 29 ft. long by 9 ft. 6 in., with northern end forming a sort of shelf 7 ft. wide; this was
3 ft. deep, but the main pit was 7 ft or 9 ft. 6 in. below modern surface, with extremely steep-cut
sides (sections 89—90). Its prlmary filling of dark clayey sludge may be the remains of a clay
lining, and was covered by earth streaked and flecked with sand and gravel: these layers contained
native pottery with a certain proportion of Claudian Roman wares.

Period IV. They were sealed by a wedge of clean gravel, over which lay earth or sandy gravel
with pottery not earlier than period IV. In the extension over pit Z6 (section 88) this gravel became
a burnt layer, which was cut by ditch II (fig. 32) and thus has its age confirmed.

Period V. Ditch IT was interrupted opposite these pits for the entrance which stands out as the
chief structural feature associated with this period’s defences, and will be described under its
period below (with figs. 32 and 34).

Period V1. Over the whole complex of pits, and over the period V entrance as well as ditch
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IB, a thickly gravelled 70ad had been laid in period VI, associated with a drain, the curving end
of which is seen in fig: 32 to cut through the perlod V palisade-trench. This sequence thus
represents every period in the history of the site.

B. FEaTures By PErioD
Period T

(4) Defences. What has been said above about these (pp. 108—14) amounts to this: all three
elements in the final form of the Sheepen Dyke system are present in this region, converging on
the SW. entrance. Dizch I is primary; dirch I8, though second-rate in execution, need not be
considered secondary, but is simply the inferior hmb of the primary plan; dizch 14, on the other
hand, is definitely secondary, and encloses, together perhaps with the scarping along the boundary
stream observed at site Y2, a triangular annexe to the main defended area, shutting off the SW.
entrance from its natural line of communication outwards. This may well be an addition made
against the final advance of the Roman invaders (cf. the cutting of the W. entrance-causeway in
region 3); anyhow, the absence or scantiness of primary silt in ditch Ia alone suggests that it
was not open for long. Unfortunately no traces of rampart were anywhere discoverable, and no
structure had left distinguishable traces at the W. entrance itself, owing to disturbance of its site
in period IV and perhaps to subsequent denudation there. Also, the causeway was overrun by a
ditfc_h made by the Cromwellian troops encamped here in 1648, with a narrower trench branching
S. from it.

(6) Occupation-sites and Pirs. If there was an occupation-site anywhere near the two period 1
pits, pits Z11 and Z6, it was elusive, and so was anything else of the kind there may have been
in the excavated remainder of the main defended area. Outside ditch IB, however, there was
something of the kind, namely size 277. Its traces, where first found dlrectly S. of the foot-path
and hedge in area Y (centre), were, for structural remains in this region, unusually bold and clear,
" and the more extensive stripping of the ground, not elsewhere judged worth while, was here under-
taken. Two big beam-gullies were found (plan, pl. cx), lying nearly parallel and roughly SW.—
NE., with a third crossing them at an angle. The W. one was 6 ft. across by 21 in. deep, and
thus must represent something broader than a single sleeper-beam; it was traced for 40 ft. to an
abrupt end on the SW. Its fellow, 3 ft. 9 in. by 9 in., ran (not quite straight) for nearly 60 ft. to
a similar end, and the transverse one, also 3 ft. 9 in. by 9 in., at its SE. end stopped dead likewise.
All three were of the same rounded concave profile, and all filled with dark sandy soil, which
yielded much pottery, as did the surrounding natural sand surface (21 in. below the modern),
though there was nothing like a floor upon it. On the other side of the foot-path in area G were
three wider gullies which it is hard not to connect up with them as marked on the plan, but since
the obstacle to excavation made by the hedge and foot-path made complete planning impossible,
and the area G gullies were overlain by later occupation-patches, all one can say is that here was
a timber building of some kind. There were no post-holes, and uprights must have been mortised
to the gully-bedded sleeper-beams. No special purpose other than ordinary occupation can
be suggested for the structure on the strength of the associated finds, which were virtually all of
pottery, and largely of brown-black soapy-faced native domestic ware. The form-list agrees well
with that from the period 1 key-deposits, and is as follows:

In gullies S. of hedge: Gallo-Belgic, T(erra) N(igra), f.2, 5; T(erra) R(ubra), f.56 (2), 114

(plain).
Natli)ve, f.21 (5), 36, 474, 478, 115 (14), 116 (4), 2124, 216, 2174, 218 (very many), 219 (2),
229, 256, 259 (6), 2608 (2), 264, 265 (4), 266.

o Roman."
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In gullies N. of hedge: Beaker 113 (2, red); Native 115 (2), 116 (3), 218; Roman 161/3,
185 (2); and, at higher levels, merging into the overlying later occupatlon patches,
Gallo-Belgic TR. 76 (2),-84 or 112; T.N. scraps; beaker 113 (4); Native, 115 (many),
119, 218 (2), 234, 256, 266 (several) Roman, 161/3, 186, 187.

On associated surface-level S. of hedge: Gallo-Belgic, T.N. 2 (3), 12, §6 (3); T.R. 35, 7a,
7B, §6, 72, 112, 1143 113 (3).

Native, 21, 115 (5), 116 (4), 119 (2), 218 (10), 219, 229, 255 (2), 259 (2), 2608, 265, 266
(3), 270, 271. o
Roman, 161 (2), 191a. Just above it was a Cunobelin coin (no. 24).
SE. of site Y1 was pir 226, containing nothing but similar native pottery, apart from a piece of
the late T.N. f.16¢, probably intrusive, and directly E. of this pit was a large oval area of modern
disturbance, with an assortment of remains including many fragments of pitted slab-moulds

(pp-129—33)

Periods IT and 1I-11T
The ditch-fillings so attributed have been explained above (pp. 112—14).

' Period IIT

So have those of period III (ibid.), with pizs 238, Zr, Z3, and Zr;7. The centre and west of
area Y had the following pits with a good deal of pottery probably as early as this, though with
period IV elements as well: pizs 28, 212 (with a fragment of pitted clay slab-mould: pp. 1 29 ff.),
Y14, 22, and 23. In area C (centre) the same was true of pits (4, ro, and rr. Similarly it is not
1mp0551b1e that among the occupatlon areas to be assigned in a general way to period IV there
may be traces really of III; but in the main this period reproduces the scantiness of the period I
occupation of the reglon Pzts 733 and 36, however, seemed definitely of III.

Period IV

(@) Occupation-sites. Occupation broadly assignable to period IV was, on the other hand,
widespread, though the loose sand or gravel subsoil was normally just denuded enough to confuse
attempts to plan building-traces systematically. This was disappointing; but ill-preserved remains
of wall-gullies like those of the site A1 building (p. 90, fig. 19) were detected in places in
area C (centre), area G, and area Y (west), in the latter two associated with post-holes, of which
others occurred in the E. of areas Z and Y (centre). Taken as a whole, the pottery scattered in
these localities and lying in and round the patches of occupation—debris of one kind or another,
which were more generally disseminated over the region, was of period IV, That s, its proportion
of elements, Claudian at earliest, was never small, and wholly native ware and Gallo-Belgic of
forms going back beyond Claudian times, nowhere really predominated. Where such occupation-
patches or layers enter the key stratifications they have been noticed (pp. 110-16), and further
minutiae are superfluous, since nowhere was anything of definitely structural interest, like
the wall-banked and occasionally post-holed hut-sites of the more northerly regions. Sand and
gravel such as we had here simply will not retain flimsy structural features against the loosening
agencies of weather and surface-denudation. But it is beyond question, even so, that occupation
was greatly intensified in period IV from the sparse measure of the preceding periods. What
appeared to be hearths of clay, e.g. in area Y (centre), and spreads of gravel metalling, are also
associated. The tile-working in area Z has been observed (p. 115), and scattered fragments of
tile were ubiquitous, but in the main, industrial remains were rare here in contrast to the abundant
traces of metal-working in regions 3 and 4.

(6) Pits. In addition to pirs 211, 73, G8, Y41, Y42, GI1, already noticed in the key-stratifica-
tions (pp. 112, 114), and to pizs 23, 78, 2712, ¥14, Y22, and 223 (ibid.), we have of this period
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pits C4, 5, 6; C7, 8, 9, and 94 (smaller); Cro, 11, and 12 (larger again); Zs, 15, and 16; Gg
(apparently an attempted well); ¥4, 6, and 70; 229, 30, and 31 (an attempted well, isolated on the
southern slope). Pits 7" 44 and 45 were evidently sand and gravel diggings, as perhaps were some
of the others; the removal of period I rampart-material for its sand or gravel is a probability already
noticed (pp. 110, 112, I114).

Period V

Defences: Ditch 11, Palisade-trench, and Entrance. Though conditions did not often give us
deposits attesting the period V destruction (the most notable was pit G4, p. 112), the period V
defences were here at their best. In the N. of the region they have been described under sequence
(4) above (p. 110); 30 ft. beyond pit G7 they turn to run almost due SE., and here their profile
is that shown in section 84 (fig. 31), both of them with noticeably splayed sides. They were cleared
for some distance in this sector, giving the picture seen in pl. x1v, 1. Their homogeneous filling

AREA Z. AREA Z. Aeriod Vi Road-dram
£ Side of Period V Gateway $ Cross-section of Porad V Gatewqy — cutting Period V
(O7) realed by Road of Period Vi sealed by Rood of Periad VI Pohisade Trench

F1c. 34. Region 5: sections g1—2 across entrance-gateway of period V,
sealed by road of period VI. See fig. 32.

contained older scraps of pottery, but nothing of any interest except sometimes tumbled septaria
(p- 42, n. 2). Then, after the interruption of ditch Z1 and pit Z12 (p. 116), we reach the entrance,
briefly noticed above and planned in fig. 32 (p. 117). The surface of the causeway breaking the
line of the ditch is of clean period IV gravel (covering pits Z11 and 17); it is 20 ft. wide. When
the ditch resumes on the SE. side of it, it begins in a curious narrow steep-cut form suggesting
that it had never been properly ﬁmshed its further course, just cutting the flank of pit Z6, is as
before, though only 8 ft. wide and scarcely 3 ft. deep (4ft. from modern surface). .

The entrance passed through the palisade by a four-square gateway. On its course past pit
Z12, the palisade-trench had been losing its splay, and now approached the gateway as a slot-like
gully, 18 in. wide by 15 in. deep. This ended opposite the W. side of the causeway in a large
post-hole, cleanly cut in the firm sand with vertical sides and flat bottom, measuring 3 ft. square
by 3 ft. 9 in. deep. A similar gully 4 ft. 6 in. long ran off from this at right angles to reach another
post-hole, square again and 3 ft. 6 in. deep. These formed the W. side of the gate; the passage
through it was 8 ft. 6 in. wide, and the other side was formed of a similar pair of post-holes, linked
by a similar gully: the northern measured 4 ft. by 3 ft. by 3 ft. deep, the southern 3 ft. square by
3 ft. 6 in. deep, and from the latter the main palisade-trench continued on a slightly more easterly
course, 1§ in. deep and splayed to a width of 21 in. at the mouth. Profiles are seen in sections
91—2 (fig. 34); post-holes and gullies alike were filled only with barren, rather loose, and only
slightly dirty sand: the timbers in them had been removed entire—indeed, one cannot be sure
that they had ever been erected, and the absence of any distinguishable road-surface along the
entrance-way shows that it cannot have remained long in use.

Beyond this and beyond pit Y48, the defences turn rather N. of E., just where interrupted by
pit Y32, and so enter the corner of area C (south). On the edge of this, section 85 (fig. 31) shows
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how denudation has reduced their profile, and this held good till they were left passing out of the
region in a ENE. direction.

Period VI

The interrupting pizs Gr1z1, 6, 7, ditch Z1, and pirs Z12, 8, 9, and 248, 32 have all been
described (pp. 1 10—11, 116), and it remains to notice that over the period V entrance a sandy make-
up was now laid, supporting the gravel metalling of a new road, approaching from a vague start to
the S. and 16 ft. wide over the filled-in post-holes, beside which it begins to be flanked on the E.
by an open drain, the outbent end of which (section 92) cut across the period V palisade-trench.
The road and drain were picked up again 40 yards farther N., but did not reappear in area C or
elsewhere. Otherwise it has only to be said that the great size typical of most of the pits just
mentioned as interrupting the period V works is still more pronounced in pizs G5 and 746 (p. 112)
cutting ditch Ia, and dizck Z4 cutting ditch I8 (p. 115). Pizs Gz and Z4 were similar, both yielding
pottery-lists like those of the period VI key-deposits pizs G6 and G7 (pp. 111, 43—4) in Z4 were
also several Roman military belt-mounts, recalling the finds from site A4 and elsewhere in region 3
(pp- 91—%), the most striking analogue to which has already been mentioned here, pit G4 with its
burnt filling and Roman swords (p. 1123 pl. x1v, 2). Pir 43 (p. 115) contained pottery show-
ing that it was not filled before this perlod pit 749, near site Y 1, may have been contemporary
but contained little. In the SE. quarter of the region, on the edge of and outside the plan pl. cx,
there were two or three patches of occupation of this date, and pizs C 15, 16, 20, and 21 also.

Later Features

(a) The Pottery-kilns. The second-century pottery-kilns discovered in 1933 and mentioned
in the Introduction (p. 26) lay in this quarter, and they and other features (e.g. the timber structure
site C4 encroaching on ditch II and palisade) and rubbish of their period had interfered to some
extent with the earlier remains, so that pottery of the two periods was always appearing together
(e.g. in pits C14 and 17-20). Site C4 also had pits (A to H), all except perhaps one (H) of the
later period, and the squared stone block over ditch II here might be contemporary.

(6) Burials. An inhumed burial with a group of second-century pots was found in the filling of
ditch II here, and another in the palisade-trench; farther S. was a fourth-century lead-coffin burial,
and the burials in area Z on the tile-making site have been noticed above (p. 116).

(¢) Occupation-sites and Well. In the far SE. corner of the site was the timber-lined wel/ 7’
(p. 128); it contained second-century as well as some earlier material and was adjoined by remains
of a timber building with Hadrianic pottery. Lastly, on and beyond the extreme N. edge of the
region, towards Sheepen Springs, final trenching in 1939 disclosed that there had been a Roman
building or buildings intensively occupied in the second and third centuries.

The Clay-pits

The three large clay-pits, probably parts of a single complex of workings, in the NW. of the
region, contained rubbish with a great deal of pottery mainly indicating period IV, but sometimes
VI. There was nothing later, but undoubtedly on this side of the hill clay was dug for pottery and
tile- and brick-making in one place or another throughout Roman times, and probably (though
there is as yet no positive evidence of it) previously for the potters of British Camulodunum.
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REGION 6
Plan, pl. cx1.

This region covers the remainder of the E. slope of Sheepen Hill, S. and SW. of region 4, and
E.and NE. of region 5. The hill rises steadily and fairly steeply from E. to W. here, from §s—60 ft.
O.D. to 100~5 ft. Towards the top, in the W. and SW. of the region, denudation has been severe,
leaving a scoured surface of yellow sand only a few inches beneath the turf. Lower down, the
subsoil becomes better covered and is looser and in places more gravelly, with well-defined
spreads of loam, from the N. to the E. and SE. of the region, overlying in the main pure gravel.
The region was excavated in 1938, with supplementary work in 1939, and was divided between
two areas, area K representing the southern two-thirds of it, and the S. division of area L the
other third, marching with the rest of that area in region 4.

A. STRATIFICATION

The only representative of the key-deposit system in the region is dizch 11, with its palisade-
trench (period V), which, entering from the corner of region § on the ENE. alinement last de-
scribed (p. 121), soon turns NE. and runs on to end near the E. boundary. It was not found to
make contact with any other stratified deposits of importance, nor were there any independent
stratified sequences meriting separate treatment. The features of the region can therefore be
treated by period only.

B. FearTures By PERIOD
Period 1

Sites of pre-conquest occupation were found scattered rather sparsely over the hill-side between
70 and 100 ft. O.D. In the NW. corner of the region a single complex was probably formed by
sites L2, L6, and L7, with pits L4o and L42. The subsoil is fairly firm sand, the denuda-
tion of which set strict limits to the intelligibility of what was found. §ize Lz revealed a thick
scatter of occupation-debris in its central portion, lying directly on the sand, and, dug into it,
the bedding-trenches of a timber construction, the plan of which was more extensive, and suggests
a subquadrangular enclosure, set NNW.-WSW.; the maximum preserved dimensions of which
were 110 by at least 28 and possibly 8o ft. Sites L6 and L7 and pit L42 will then have lain inside
this, and the second dimension should thus before denudation have been something like 200 ft.
The trench of the main enclosure-wall was crossed in the central portion by another, which ran
SE. to a defined inner end 16 ft. away, and outwards bent NNE. to fade out vaguely after the same
distance, leaving continuation open to question. Some 10 ft. E. of the crossing lay the trace
apparently of a loose piece of timber, but the beddmg -trenches themselves contained the clear
remains of their sleeper-timbers lying horizontally iz sizu, carbonized an obvious black against the
yellow natural sand. This contrast showed up at a mean depth of 28 in. from modern surface, but
the original occupation-surface lay at 18 in., the intervening 10 in. consisting of sand too loose and
blackened by occupation and destruction for differentiation from the trenches. The top 10 in.
of these had then to be removed unplanned, and the plan only shows what was left at the bottom.
The unevenness of this is due to the fact that the bottom sleeper-timbers were just tree-trunks, no
straighter than in nature ahd most roughly trimmed, with the stumps of lopped-off branches
varlously protruding, and with further irregularities wherever the narrow-top of one trunk lay
up against the broad butt of the next. The greatest measurable diameter was 3 ft. Where last
visible at the denuded SE. corner, the main trench seemed starting on a curve to the SW., presum-
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ably corresponding to that of the NE. corner, round which only the very bottom of the trench could
be traced, until 28 ft. from the NNW. alinement even this petered out, and was only doubtfully
picked up again g2 ft. farther on. The purpose of the cross-timber in the central portion remains
obscure, but this feature and indeed the whole construction strongly recall the contemporary site
Y1 in region § (p. 118). Some 30 ft. S. of it the main trench had been cut through by piz Lo,
11 ft. across, with sides steeply slanting to a bottom shelving from 2 to rather over 4 ft. deep
from the clean sand level. The filling was grey-streaked sand for the lowest foot, with dark earth
above, covered by a foot of charred black matter seamed with sand near the top and sealed by
dirty gravel. The pit, though stratigraphically later than the trench and so dug only after the
destruction of the timber-work, contained only period I rubbish and pottery very similar to that of
site Y1 (pp. 118-19). The pottery from the site’s main occupation-scatter was extremely abundant;
there was also a British coin probably of Addedomarus (no. 6). It appeared that the timber-work
had been destroyed by fire, and the digging of pit L4o can hardly have been appreciably later:
the occasion may or may not have been the conquest.

Some 60 ft. within the SE. corner of the enclosure was found size L6, a saucer-shaped occupation-
hollow in the sand, 1 ft. deep (3 ft. from modern surface) in the middle, and 22 ft. in diameter;
it yielded similar period I pottery, but no visible structural features. Directly W. of it was size Ly,
which falls into the large category, being 41 ft. in maximum diameter. Its E.-W. cross-section,

F1c. 35. Region 6: section 93, across site L7.. See pl. cx1.

section 93, is seen in fig. 35. It also was hollowed into the sand, to a central depth of 2 ft. (4 ft.
3 in. from modern surface), with a 6-ft. shelf at 6 in. on the E. From the edge of this shelf the
main hollow was filled with what seemed to be a made-up flooring of gravelly brown earth, a foot
thick, which ended in a wall-bank, 9 in. thicker, against the side of a pit-like hollow, 8 ft. across at
the mouth, occupying the W. end of the site. The flooring was, however, not primary, for under
the wall-bank and again in the centre of the hollow were black layers, 3—4 in. thick, and the latter
stopped on the E. against the remains of a turf wall, 15 in. wide and preserved to a maximum
height of 10 in., running N. and S. Six courses of turves could be seen, but little more than 4 ft.
of the length remained, and it was distinctly sealed over by the flooring, which must therefore be
a secondary make-up. Over the latter, from the wall-bank on the W. to the far edge of the hollow
above the shelf on the E., lay a black stratum of debris, up to 10 in. thick. A 6-in. deposit of
dark loamy earth above and within the shelf may represent a collapsed secondary wall-bank, and
above it, running from the site’s E. extremity to merge into the main black stratum in the middle,
was a further black layer, 8—10 in. thick. The hollow on the W. was choked with similar black
material, and the site seems certainly to have been destroyed by fire. This may well have been
at the conquest, since nothing requiring a later date than period I was found. The pottery was
chiefly 