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PREFACE

It has been a thrilling journey full of despair and hope for those of us who 
began in the early 1980s (some a decade earlier) to establish Green parties 
and construct an international Green network. I myself initiated the Swedish 
Green Party after having failed (despite a period as a Liberal MP) in ‘greening’ 
the old Liberal Party. I was chosen as one of the first four co-secretaries of the 
European Greens in 1985. Since the beginning of the 1980s, I have visited Green 
parties in their home countries and at international Green congresses and 
gatherings all over the world. I met environmentalists in the crumbling Soviet 
Union around 1989–1990, visited Greens across the USA and Canada in 1990, 
reported in 1992 from the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, and visited branches 
of Partido Verde from Manaus to Porto Alegre, including Brasilia where I was 
received by the first MP of Partido Verde, Sidney de Miguel, in the Chamber of 
the Parliament. As a Green Member of the European Parliament 1995–2004 I 
was present at events relevant for Green policy, such as the WTo meetings in 
Seattle 1999 and Doha 2001, the Johannesburg Rio +10 in 2002 and the Mumbai 
World Social Forum in 2004. I have participated in innumerable Green national 
campaigns and demonstrations, from Seville to Tirana, Venice to Tbilisi, Cairo 
to Baku. During my period as the chair of the China Delegation of the European 
Parliament 1997–2002, I met with environmentalists throughout China, and in 
2006 I visited Japanese Greens in Fukuoka, Kyoto and Tokyo. I have, once or 
several times, visited at least half of the Green parties presented in this first 
global overview of Global Green politics. Furthermore, I have been present at all 
the Global Greens congresses, Canberra 2001, São Paolo 2008 and Dakar 2012, 
and at most of the major meetings of the European Greens, up until the EGP 
Council in Istanbul in November 2014.

The aim of this book is to give an overview of the growing global 
Green political movement, its thinking, ideology, world view, basic values, 
organisational structure and political strength. I don’t claim to have produced a 
scientific treatise. However, I have made use of my capacity as PhD of Sociology, 
standing somewhere in between the analytical positivism of Emile Durkheim 
and the interpretative anti-positivism of Max Weber and George Simmel, in the 
sense that I reject the notion of social research as a branch of classical physics 
or mathematics, but still believe that quantitative methods are needed in order 
to explain, together with qualitative methods in order to understand. From this 
perspective I have chosen two types of approach. one is that of reporting as a 
participant observer, using my extensive notes and diaries from more than four 
decades as a Green activist and politician. Another is that of drawing on my 
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viii  green parties, green future

experience not only as a sociologist but also as a reporting journalist, trying to 
act as an external and critical observer, using documents from Green parties and 
organisations, media reports, election results, interviews with Green actors and 
politicians, as well as research reports, memoirs of Green politicians and other 
relevant literature.

I am biased in favour of the Green political movement and the need for 
Green politics, but I hope not to be uncritical and blind to weaknesses, flaws, 
mistakes and hazards. 

This book is my own project and does not in any way represent any Green 
party or organisation. All opinions are mine and the responsibility for the 
correctness of the thousands of details is mine alone. Nevertheless, it would 
not have been possible to produce this book without the support of some 30 
dedicated Greens, from the international secretaries of individual parties to 
responsible persons in international Green bodies, from individual Greens with 
special knowledge to present and former Green Members of Parliaments and 
Governments. 

I especially want to thank Anna-Karin Andersson, International Secretary of 
the Swedish Greens, for having checked the entire manuscript and contributed 
hundreds of corrections as well as recommendations for ‘killing darlings’. I 
am also grateful to my wife, Drude Dahlerup, professor of political science at 
Stockholm University, who read parts of the manuscript from her professional 
point of view and made crucial recommendations. In addition warm thanks to 
the following Greens who have checked, corrected and commented on relevant 
sections: Rikiya Adachi (Japan), Liaquat Ali (Pakistan), Magda Alvoet, former 
minister (Belgium), Paolo Bergamaschi (Italy), Margret Blakers (Australia), 
olzod Boum-Yalagch (Mongolia), Arnold Cassola, former secretary general 
of the European Greens (Malta), Jacqueline Cremers, former secretary general 
of the European Greens (Netherlands), Paty Doneau, coordinator of the 
Federation of American Greens (Mexico), Marina Dragomiretskaya (Bulgaria), 
Eva Goës, Green Forum (Sweden), Mayis Gulaliyev (Azerbaijan), Frank 
Habineza, president of the African Green Federation (Rwanda), Heidi Hautala, 
former minister (Finland), Jesus Hernandez Nicolou (Catalonia), Gerhard 
Jordan (Austria), Véronica Juzgado (executive secretary Global Greens), Ely 
Labro (Philippines), Benoît Lechat (Belgium), Lena Lindström (Sweden), Ralph 
Monö, former secretary general of the European Greens (Sweden), Suresh 
Nautiyal (India), Laura Nordström (Finland), Sara Parkin, former co-secretary 
of the Coordination of European Greens (England), Alfonso Pecaro Scanio, 
former minister (Italy), Liljana Popovska (Macedonia), Margot Soria Saravia 
(Bolivia), Erzsebet Schmuck (Hungary), Ji Seon (Korea), Mohamed Tounkara 
(Guinea), Ann Verheyen, European Green Party (Belgium), Ludger Volmer 
(Germany), Claire Waghorn-Lees, secretary of the Asia-Pacific Greens (New 
Zealand), Keli Yen, Asia-Pacific Greens Coordinator (Taiwan).
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preface  ix

Some of the details in the book (especially in the Appendix) may become 
obsolete overnight, thanks to a parliamentary election, the decisions of a party 
congress, or a governmental reshuffle. It is my hope that relevant parts of 
the book will in due time be available on the web and continuously updated. 
Readers are welcome to send comments and information directly to me, per.
gahrton@gmail.com.

Per Gahrton
Stockholm, Sweden, June 2015 
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FoREWoRD

The extraordinary growth of Green parties around the globe is having a 
significant impact on the politics of an increasing number of countries, 
measured not just in terms of the number of votes won by Greens, but by way 
of their far-reaching influence on public opinion, the media, and indeed the 
established parties themselves.

From the formation of the first nationwide Green Party in the world, in 
New Zealand in 1972, to the foundation in recent years of Green Parties in 
Kenya, Benin, Brazil, Korea and Pakistan, Green influence has been widening 
and accelerating: more Green parties entering national parliaments, the Green 
Group in the European Parliament flourishing, and some 20 Green parties 
having taken part in coalition governments since the early 1990s.

Per Gahrton’s compelling overview of the global Green political movement 
could therefore scarcely be more timely, offering both a unique assessment of 
progress so far, and valuable insights into how it might evolve in future. 

It is a debate that has more than simply academic interest. It is no exaggeration 
to say that that the world is now in a state of crisis as never before – accelerating 
climate change, deforestation and over-exploitation of natural resources, 
together with growing inequality, and an increasingly precarious economic 
model.  

We urgently need new thinking, a new sense of realism about the threats we 
face, and above all, a new way of working together in politics to tackle the things 
that really matter.

And as it becomes ever clearer that addressing the growing environmental 
crisis and avoiding catastrophic climate change will require far-reaching changes 
not just to our economy, but to all areas of policy making, so more people are 
turning to Green parties for hope and inspiration.

The challenge is to translate such concerns and aspirations into a widespread 
revolution in attitudes, and to turn fast-growing political support into practical 
programmes for government.

There seem to be a number of common factors which help determine the 
degree of electoral success enjoyed by the different Green parties, including 
the fairness of the electoral system in which they are operating, the existence 
of state funding for political parties, the level of environmental concern, and 
the prominence and historical development of other radical social and political 
movements. But it is also clear that each country provides a very different model 
for the development of Green politics.
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For Greens in the UK, grappling with both a winner-takes-all voting system 
and no state funding, the challenges have been great – factors which make the 
recent so-called ‘Green surge’ all the more impressive. In the space of less than 
a year, membership of the Green Party of England and Wales has soared from a 
little over 12,000 to nearly 60,000, at the time of writing. 

Analysis suggesting that this recent growth is driven at least in part by the 
Green Party’s opposition to the politics of austerity raises critical questions that 
are still being worked through in many different countries and contexts: to what 
extent should today’s Green parties explicitly identify themselves as parties of the 
left, and to what degree should they cooperate and work with established parties, 
either in temporary coalitions or via confidence and supply arrangements, in 
order to achieve at least some level of reform within the system?  

Mainstream political parties lack the courage to adopt radical solutions to 
the social and environmental problems we face. More than that, they are often 
responsible for those problems in the first place. Parliamentary politics seems 
incapable of embracing the change that is so urgently needed. But protest, 
though vital, isn’t enough. We need what Petra Kelly, one of the most famous 
Greens, has called an ‘anti-party’ – one that would seek power but never sacrifice 
morality; that would enter parliament but never become part of it; that would 
always remain, at heart, a party of the people.

It is a compelling ideal; and Petra Kelly helped to bring it to life as a co-founder 
of the Greens in Germany. As one of the first Green deputies to be elected to the 
Bundestag in March 1983, she entered the chamber in jeans, bearing armfuls of 
sunflowers, instantly bringing colour and life into the grey world of traditional 
politics. Though her political career was cut tragically short in 1992, she remains 
an inspiration for many in the Green movement and beyond.

And her challenge to us – to do politics differently – is more urgent than 
ever.  With more and more people disillusioned with the political process, the 
opportunities for the Greens are great. This book, vital reading for both activists 
and observers, will help to make sure that such opportunities are grasped.

Caroline Lucas MP
Brighton, March 2015
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IntroductIon: the Greens – 
towards heGemony In 

the anthropocene

The idea that humanity has recently entered a new epoch, the anthropocene, 
having lived through the holocene era for some 12,000 years, seems to be 
gathering increasing scientific support. a pivotal step in this direction was 
taken in January 2015 when a group of scientists defined the starting date 
of anthropocene as the summer of 1945, when the use of the atomic bomb 
illustrated a new and highly dangerous capability of humans to change, and 
destroy, the basic prerequisites for life on earth.1 even if humans have affected 
the environment since the beginning of the holocene, and the first warnings 
were made already by classical chinese and Greek philosophers several 
thousand years ago, the switch from the holocene to the anthropocene 
constitutes such a fundamental change that the need for completely new ideas 
about the effects of human activity appears to be more urgent than ever. 

The Green political movement claims to be the carrier of these new ideas, 
of Green thinking or ecologism. It is hardly a coincidence that only a few years 
after the start of the anthropocene, the first voices were raised questioning all 
earlier political ideologies, such as conservatism, liberalism and socialism, and 
that from the 1970s onwards many groups, organisations and political parties 
were established around demands for alternatives to the dominant models of 
thinking. as of January 2015 there were almost exactly 100 political parties 
(representing around 90 countries) affiliated to the Global Greens structure, 
through the four regional Green Federations: for africa, the americas, the 
asia-pacific region and europe. In addition there are dozens of other Green 
parties with the ambition to qualify for membership in the Global Greens 
structure. There are also parties that claim to be Green but have been denied 
affiliation to the Global Greens structure because they are considered either 
politically apart or artificial organisations set up by ruling elites for use against 
genuine Green efforts. some of these parties are allowed to send representatives 
as informal observers at some Global Green meetings, which may encourage 
them to convert to genuine Green parties. 

It is obvious that the Green label and a Green political identity are popular 
and considered assets in most parts of the world. There are Green parties in 
about 80% of the states of europe, about 50% of the states of africa and the 
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americas, and about 20% of the states of the asia-pacific region. The trend 
is upwards, despite sometimes draconian countermeasures: if the power elite 
doesn’t try to pre-empt a genuine Green party by creating a fake one, controlled 
by the ruling authorities, then new genuine Green parties in some countries 
are required to pay exorbitant deposits, prove the existence of an almost 
unreachable number of active members or, if there is nothing else to stop them, 
are hindered by hurdles in the election system. These types of obstacles, which 
have hit Greens hard even in countries which otherwise are considered good 
democracies (for example in Japan by deposits, in the uK, usa and other 
countries by the first-past-the-post election system), are sometimes defended 
as measures to guarantee political stability and avoid a devastating fractionali-
sation of the party system. But the most significant effect of all these factors is 
that they constitute a barrier against renewal in a time when a number of global 
crises illustrate that everywhere, even in the best of democracies, there is an 
urgent need for political renewal to cope with problems which the old parties 
and established ruling elites have so miserably failed to handle in adequate ways. 

In an introduction to a book about the first 20 years of the european Greens, 
which I co-edited with arnold cassola in 2003, I had to admit that while I 
was sure that the Greens ‘have a bright future’, ‘quite a few Greens from the 
first generation have difficulties recognising the Greens they fell in love with 
some 20 years ago’.2 This is probably even more true to-day, some 50 years after 
the establishment of the first Green parties, in the uK and new Zealand. The 
major changes are both vertical – Green parties are entering parliaments and 
governments and taking part directly in the ruling of countries, regions and 
local assemblies – and horizontal – the number of Green parties is growing and 
spreading all over the world. 

some of the Green parties I have visited have been groups of enthusiasts 
without parliamentary representation, like in peru, egypt, albania and 
azerbaijan. others have been large and growing mass-parties with tens of 
thousands of members, like in Germany, the united Kingdom, Brazil and my 
own sweden. some have consisted mostly of amateurs, others have already 
become professionals. But as I hope will be made clear in this book, most of 
the amateurs have the ambition to become more professional in order to be 
able to push Green issues more efficiently, while most of the professionals are 
aware that if they were to discard all vestiges of amateurism and grassroots 
democracy they would be cutting away the branch they are sitting on. and, 
most importantly, as I believe is proven in this book, most Greens, whether 
amateurs or professionals, share a very large number of values, principles, basic 
convictions and concrete proposals, to an extent that is unlikely to be found in 
any other ‘political family’ today. The many party programmes and platforms 
I studied for chapter 4 are all nationally adapted variations upon one basic 
theme: we are one humanity, we are destroying the conditions for life on earth, 
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we must cooperate globally in order to stop the destruction of our common 
Gaia, and we must share the enormous richness of our earth equitably to ensure 
that every living creature gets its fair share of the environmental space available.3

chapter 1 gives an account of the background for and the process of the 
Green awakening in the 1960s and 1970s. chapter 2 offers a presentation of 
and a discussion around Green philosophy. chapter 3 gives a general overview 
of the emergence of Green parties. chapter 4 presents and discusses several 
concrete Green proposals and policies, based upon an extensive analysis of 
Green programmes and platforms. In chapter 5, the history of Green parties 
in government is related and analysed, based upon the relevant political science 
literature as well as interviews with former and present Green ministers. In 
chapter 6 my vision of a Green future is outlined. In the appendix some 100 
Green parties from across the world are introduced, described and analysed.

Green ideas require testing and development. new and fledgling Green 
parties need support. This is already happening but could be developed 
much further. The Global Greens structure needs strengthening. In a world 
where a great deal of the real power has moved to global economic players, 
often operating outside democratic political systems, Greens must strive to 
secure positions of power in all democratically based institutions, from local 
communities to the united nations.
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1
the Green awaKenInG 

The 1960s was a turbulent decade. after a period of relative calm following the 
end of the second world war everything began to change. colonies fought 
for and achieved independence. The usa’s aggressive attempts to contain 
communism with the mass bombing of Vietnam, isolation of cuba, military 
interventions against progressive regimes and support for the fascist junta in 
chile, mobilised enormous protests all over the world; the apartheid regimes 
of southern africa also triggered worldwide dismay and protest. at the same 
time socialism didn’t have a much better reputation following the soviet 
interventions in hungary in 1956, czechoslovakia in 1968, and afghanistan in 
1979. a ‘new’ left arose, still anti-imperialist, but without blinkers in relation to 
communist one-party dictatorships. women’s liberation advanced. oppressed 
people everywhere rose to demand equal rights. even in the assumed-to-be 
well-organised western european welfare societies, discontent emerged and 
developed into political movements. The new generation demanded personal 
liberation from old traditions and superstitions. In europe a ‘sexual liberation’ 
changed lifestyles and partly transformed into the student revolts of 1968. In 
some places, especially in France, links were made between student demands 
for more individual freedom and workers’ and trade unionists’ demands for 
improved working conditions, including ‘industrial democracy’. a few years 
into the 1970s, however, some basic flaws of the 1968 movement could be 
observed: it was deeply split and had failed to organise into a powerful political 
organisation with leverage in the decision-making political system; despite its 
feminist rhetoric, it also remained predominantly male in its structures. above 
all, it was driven by a materialist (often marxist) outlook and was unable to 
understand and fight against the causes of the destruction of the environment 
and the quality of life.

already in the 1970s many of the activists of the 1968 and similar protest 
movements became disillusioned with political slogans and other types of 
primarily verbal action. one alternative option was to define the enemy – be 
it the state, big business, the military-industrial complex, or just all those who 
held power – as deadly foes whom it would not be possible to affect or defeat 
by normal non-violent methods. Those who chose this option took up arms 
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in what they considered a legitimate war of liberation. ‘If it’s right in Vietnam 
and palestine, why not in Frankfurt, paris and stockholm?’ one of the most 
well-known examples was the German red army Faction (or Baader-meinhof 
Gang), but there were similar groups in other democracies: action direct in 
France, the communist combatant cells in Belgium, the red Brigades in Italy. 
spain, portugal and Greece, with their history of recent fascist dictatorship, also 
saw the emergence of violent groups. even northern europe, with a reputation 
for stability, saw an eruption of terrorist violence. The danish ‘Blekinge street 
Gang’ (Blekingegadebanden) robbed banks in the 1970s and ’80s, sometimes 
with deadly results, giving as a motive their wish to support the palestinian 
resistance against the Israeli occupation.1 

It is symbolic that the most well-known figure of the 1968 revolt, daniel 
cohn-Bendit – who later turned Green and was a member of the european 
parliament from 1994 to 2014 – in a book commemorating the fortieth 
anniversary of the ’68 revolt, already in the title urges readers to Forget 68 
(the book is in French, despite the english title).2 when telling the story of the 
Greens, however, to forget ’68 completely would be going too far. undoubtedly 
some inspiration was taken from this upheaval by the Green pioneers in the 
1970s, not least from the fact that quite a few of the activists who had been 

Figure 1 a Green congress in catalonia in 1985. one poster (far right) is a reminder 
of Green roots among peaceniks, feminists and other alternative movements. another 
(far left), with text in six european languages, illustrates the limited expansion of Green 
parties in 1985 compared to 30 years later. at the microphone, paul staes, mep of the 
Flemish Greens, agalev. photo: the author.
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involved in the revolt switched to Green groups and parties. But perhaps it 
could be said that the main impact of ’68 on the Green awakening came from 
its failure. The fledgling Greens in the 1970s had to realise that even if tough 
opposition to the existing political system was necessary, it was not enough; the 
Greens also had to propose alternatives and set the rules of the game, that is, 
participate in making political decisions on all levels. 

early whIstle-Blowers

one early whistle-blower was the chinese thinker meng Zi (mencius), who 
lived 372–289 Bc. he observed environmental destruction on a mountain, 
wrote about the causes of deforestation, and gave advice on the planting of new 
trees. most of the early alarm-bells, however, come from the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. some lists of forerunners of Green thinking mention the 
swedish biologist carl von linné (1707–1778) because he stated that animals 
have a soul. The French philosopher Jean-Jacques rousseau (1712–1778) has 
also been interpreted as a Green pioneer for his belief that human beings are 
basically good: the evil of the world isn’t the result of wickedness inherent in 
humans, but rather of their distance from a natural condition. others mention 
Johann wolfgang Goethe (1749–1832), because of the basic conflict in his 
major dramatic work, Faust, around civilisation and the meaning of life. The 
american henry Thoreau (1817–1862), in his book Walden, A Reflection Upon 
Simple Living in Natural Surroundings, appears as a model for the ‘green wave’ 
people, who choose to withdraw into a more or less ‘primitive’ rural lifestyle.3 
another example is the speech given in 1854 by the native Indian chief seattle 
to a gathering of white settlers, demanding respect for the rights of indigenous 
people and their ecological way of living. aldo leopold (1887–1948) took a 
similar line in his posthumous bestseller A Sand Country Almanac, which has 
its place in Green history for its pioneering elaboration of an ecocentric and 
holistic ethic regarding nature.4 The ukrainian biochemist Vladimir Vernadsky 
(1863–1945) is often mentioned as a founding father by ecologists in the 
former soviet union, because of his book The Biosphere and his theory of the 
noosphere (human cognition) as the third stage of the earth’s development, 
after the geosphere (inanimate matter) and the biosphere (life).5 Just as the 
emergence of life has transformed the geosphere, the noosphere will, according 
to Vernadsky, transform the biosphere – which, it could be argued, is exactly 
what is going on at the beginning of the twenty-first century, with the shift from 
holocene to anthropocene. 
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Future shocK and GloBal challenGe

In the period of the Green awakening a number of futurologists made dramatic 
predictions about a future that would be fundamentally different from the 
contemporary industrialised world. even if not explicitly ecological, some 
of these forecasts influenced the Green awakening, two of which deserve 
mentioning. 

The first is Future Shock, by the american futurologist alvin toffler, who 
claimed that humanity was in for ‘too much change in too short a period of 
time’, mainly because of the technological development. Industrialisation would 
become ‘super-industrialisation’ leading to an ‘information overload’.6 There 
is no doubt that technology has transformed the structure of production and 
the labour market profoundly, with far-reaching effects. In January 2015 it was 
reported that 400,000 jobs have disappeared from the swedish industrial sector 
since 1980. relocalisation away from the old high-cost industrial countries to 
new low-cost countries is not the only reason for this trend. another is the 
dramatic increase in robotisation which makes human labour redundant. From 
a Green point of view this provides a strong argument for the shortening of 
working hours. 

The second influential study is Le defi mondiale (The Global challenge) 
by the French liberal journalist Jean-Jacques servan-schreiber (1924–2006), 
founder of L’Express.7 one of his predictions was that computerisation would 
be more revolutionary for the poor parts of the world than for the rich, while 
new technology would create direct information links between poor peasants 
in africa, asia, latin america and the rest of the world. This vision seemed 
far-fetched in 1980; in 2015 it is a reality. The fact that vast numbers of people 
now have an internet-linked, multi-information device in their pocket is 
not enough to ensure a fair globalisation from below, but it has changed the 
situation in a way that Greens must react to. 

Green thInKInG: enVIronmentalIsm or ecoloGIsm?

In the foreword to the second edition of his seminal work, Green Political 
Thought andrew dobson wrote: ‘In 1989 I knew of no textbook of this sort that 
included a chapter on ecological political thought, but now there are several.’8 
still, he dates the birth of ‘ecologism’ to more than a decade earlier: ‘The Limits 
to Growth report of 1972 is hard to beat as a symbol for the birth of ecologism 
in its fully contemporary guise.’ That might be true, in hindsight. But dobson 
is right in claiming that the real beginning of the use of ecologism as a label for 
the thinking of Green parties occurred around 1990. acceptance of ‘ecologism’ 
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as the acknowledged term for the ideology of Green parties is, however, not 
all-encompassing. The term is not to be found on the encyclopaedia Britannica 
website, for example, where environmentalism is exhaustively defined as:

a political and ethical movement that seeks to improve and protect the 
quality of the natural environment through changes to environmentally 
harmful human activities; through the adoption of forms of political, 
economic, and social organisation that are thought to be necessary for, or at 
least conducive to, the benign treatment of the environment by humans; and 
through a reassessment of humanity’s relationship with nature. 

likewise, when searching for ecologism on the english wikipedia site, one is 
redirected to environmentalism, which is here defined as:

a broad philosophy, ideology and social movement regarding concerns 
for environmental protection and improvement of the health of the 
environment, particularly as the measure for this health seeks to incorporate 
the concerns of non-human elements.

another Green encyclopaedia in which ecologism does not appear is John 
Button’s A Dictionary of Green Ideas – neither among the 1,500 entries, nor in 
a three-page list of words starting with ‘eco-’. Instead Button seems to use envi-
ronmentalism to refer to what others call ecologism.9 The broad and detailed 
definitions of environmentalism given by the encyclopaedia Britannica, Button’s 
Green dictionary, and the english wikipedia give the impression that these 
sources have chosen to use environmentalism in place of ecologism – but only 
in english. The equivalent of ecologism is treated under that label on wikipedia 
in several other languages: German: Ökologismus; swedish: ekologism; danish: 
Økologisme; French: Écologisme; dutch: ecologisme. The reason why neither 
the Britannica, nor Button’s dictionary, nor the english wikipedia carry 
special articles on ecologism is difficult to understand, especially as most of 
the theoretical writing on ecologism as a political ideology has been done by 
authors writing in english. an example is andrew dobson, who underlines that 
it is very important to distinguish between environmentalism and ecologism, 
each of which he defines as follows:

Ecologism holds that a sustainable and fulfilling existence presupposes 
radical changes in our relationship with the non-human natural world, and 
in our mode of social and political life.
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Environmentalism argues for a managerial approach to environmental 
problems, secure in the belief that they can be solved without fundamental 
changes in the present values or patterns of production and consumption.

It is obvious that ecologism and environmentalism are rather close to two other 
important concepts used to describe different trends in Green thinking: deep 
ecology (= ecologism) and shallow ecology (= environmentalism). to some extent 
a third pair of concepts could also be seen as representing a similar divide: fundi 
(fundamentalist = ecologist) and realo (realist = environmentalist), although 
theoretically this dichotomy is of another dimension, as it was originally coined 
among the German Greens to distinguish between different strategies rather 
than ideological/philosophical trends, the fundis giving priority to maintaining 
the Greens as a radical counter-force against the centres of power, the realos 
advocating a strategy for securing executive power, including participating in 
only partly Green coalition governments. 

In dobson’s view environmentalism is no ideology at all, while ecologism 
is an ideology based upon the ‘twin condition of a belief in the limits to 
growth and a questioning of strong anthropocentrism’. he claims that ‘many 
of the people and organisations whom we would want to include in the green 
movement are environmentalist rather than political-ecologist’. he emphasises 
that while ecologism emerged only in the 1960 and ’70s, environmentalism is 
much older. This distinction between environmentalism and ecologism seems 
well-founded and makes an important contribution to an understanding of the 
differences between Green parties (which have an ecologist agenda) and a lot 
of other groups, including in the business world, which advocate all kinds of 
‘ecological’ production and ‘green’ consumption, wildlife conservation, and so 
forth, which are merely environmentalist. 

while environmentalism, as implied by the word, deals with the 
environment, Green political programmes are comprehensive, proposing 
alternative positions on every type of issue that might be the subject of political 
decision-making. to pretend that such a political platform is ‘environmentalist’ 
would give the wrong impression of a narrow, ‘single-issue’ political programme. 
But are the Green party programmes ‘ecologist’? some Greens would still prefer 
just to talk about ‘green thinking’. 

Green thInKInG and other IdeoloGIes

From a green perspective the great classical political ideologies – conservatism, 
liberalism and socialism – seem to have forgotten all other parts of existence 
than currently living human beings. somewhat simplified, the essence of these 
ideologies could be summarised as follows: conservatism strives to maintain 
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the supremacy of the upper class; liberalism wants to open up society for free 
competition between individuals irrespective of social class; socialism has the 
ambition of eradicating class differences and creating equality for everybody. 
The only relations taken into account are those between living people. There is 
no concern for other forms of life (animals, plants).

some writers have claimed that conservatism is close to ecologism, because 
of its conservationist trend. But there is an important difference, as expressed 
by dobson: ‘conservatism is interested in conserving and preserving the past, 
ecologism is interested in conserving and preserving for the future.’ more 
important is that conservatism basically takes a position against the type of 
individual freedom that is important to Greens, such as free abortion and lGBt 
rights.10 another element of disagreement is the fact that most ‘conservative’ 
parties today pursue a neoliberal agenda on economics. 

some of the democratic and libertarian trends of Greens have their origins 
in liberalism, but liberalism is also the home of materialism, profit-seeking, 
market freedom, the anti-social myth of the invisible hand, and a valuing of 
competition instead of cooperation as lifestyle and social system. 

while conservatism and liberalism, as the ruling ideologies globally and 
in most countries, pursue no agenda of major change, socialism, at least in 
principle, does. like ecologism, socialism has a vision of a very different 
society compared to the existing one. as everyone knows, most socialist parties 
today seem to have capitulated to neoliberalism and no longer have much of a 
transformation agenda. This is not only a result of their conventional adaptation 
to the restraints of electoral politics, but has a deeper cause. to socialism the 
basic evil is capitalism, while to ecologists the basic evil is ‘productivism’. while 
the rationale of Green scepticism about ‘productivism’ concerns its damaging 
effects upon nature, the rationale for the socialist struggle against capitalism 
has been of another order, one element being of course the unequal distribution 
of goods, but another having been the belief that capitalism is ineffective on its 
own terms and that a socialist economy would not only distribute goods more 
evenly but would also be more efficient in producing them. 

celebrating the sixtieth anniversary of nikita Khrushchev’s coming to power 
in the ussr (and the fiftieth anniversary of his losing it), a russian newspaper 
recalled the fantastic story of the belief, held not only in the ussr, that the 
soviet union would soon produce more than the usa. Khrushchev once told a 
party meeting: ‘The americans are worried, they ask: when? I have told them: 
you can write in your notebook – in 1970 we will catch up with you (ovations 
by the public) and in 1980 we will produce twice as much as the usa (ovations 
by the public).’11 But as the article reveals, the enormous production results 
reported to the Kremlin were empty balloons, managed by corrupt regional 
communist politruks. The balloons exploded, Khrushchev was toppled, and 
by the time the socialist system of the ussr should have been producing 
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several times more than decadent us capitalism, the whole of the soviet union 
had collapsed.

human-made catastrophes

human societies and civilisations have destroyed their own living environment 
as long as there has been human civilisation. Jared diamond has described how 
societies undermine their own existence by refusing to keep the exploitation 
of nature and environment inside the limits of what is possible, sometimes 
from lack of knowledge, sometimes from an incapability – due to competition, 
power struggles or other human vices – to do what is needed despite a rather 
good knowledge about what would be needed in order to secure the society for 
the future.12 diamond points to easter Island as a frightening example of self-
destruction. his examples are local or regional, however, and are bad enough 
at that scale. But only in modern times have human activities affected the 
environment to the extent that the future of humankind itself is put in doubt. 

when reporting on the mexican gulf oil spill in 2010, Time magazine also 
listed ten other man-made disasters since the second world war. especially 
fresh in the minds of those who started Green parties were the seveso (Italy) 
dioxin cloud in 1976 and the Three mile Island (usa) nuclear accident in 1979, 
which together represent two of the major threats: the uncontrolled chemi-
calisation of the total environment and the risks of radioactivity from nuclear 
installations, both military and civilian. In december 1984 came the Bhopal 
disaster, when a union carbide pesticide plant in India leaked enormous 
quantities of toxic chemicals, killing at least 2,259 people and damaging the 
health of hundreds of thousands. In 1986 the nuclear explosion at chernobyl 
emitted radioactivity over large areas far outside the soviet union, and in 1989 
the exxon Valdez oil spill occurred. The death of the aral sea in russia, due 
to overexploitation of water resources, the emissions from buried chemical 
waste at love canal, usa, as well as acid rain and the ongoing depletion of the 
ozone layer killing off northern forests, were other signs that humanity was not 
treating its living environment well.13 

enVIronmentalIst protests and loBByInG

The combination of the failure of the 1968 revolt, environmental catastrophes 
and a growing number of scientific alarm-bells inspired the founding of new 
environmental organisations, for example the world wildlife Foundation 
in 1961, Friends of the earth in 1969, and Greenpeace in 1971. even more 
important was the growth of local environmental groups, sometimes focusing 

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   11 11/06/2015   15:34



12  green parties, green future

on a single local issue, such as stopping a new road or polluting factory from 
being built. These groups were often scornfully dismissed by decision-makers 
as instances of ‘nimbyism’ (not-in-my-back-yard), without any broader social 
and political outlook. But as a matter of fact what started as a ‘single-issue-
group’ often developed into an organisation with a broad Green programme. 
according to an overview of environmental movements since 1945, the small 
groups of the 1950s have grown to millions; ‘on a global level hundreds of 
millions of people engage in collective activity on behalf of the environment’.14 
The development from local protest to the establishment of a political party 
often follows a five-step track: First, grassroots movements/local protest actions. 
second, membership movements, like the sierra club, and other pressure 
groups. Third, lobby groups/professional actions/theatre, Greenpeace, etc. 
what these first three steps have in common is that they all aim at changing 
the behaviour of those who hold the power. when environmentalists get fed 
up with not achieving their goals through protest and pressure, they may be 
tempted to try to build the society they wish for, to create their Green utopia. 
This is step four, the construction of ‘green alternative islands’. The fifth step is 
the creation of a political party.

Green alternatIVe Islands – IndIspensaBle, But not 
enouGh

The most well-known contemporary blueprint for a Green utopia, similar to 
Thomas more’s Utopia (1516)15 or charles Fourier’s (1772–1837) phalanstères,16 
is Ecotopia by ernest callenbach.17 he depicted an ecological break-away 
community on the west coast of the usa, cut off from the rest of the world, 
where the citizens, under a woman-led government, seek a balance between 
humans and nature. Their establishment of their own autonomous mini-state is 
explained by their growing discontent with air pollution, chemical food, lunatic 
advertising and similar facts of mainstream life in the usa of the 1970s. The 
book was hailed by ralph nader, but dismissed in the British magazine Peace 
News as a ‘shoddy amalgam of swedish social democracy, swiss neutrality and 
yugoslav workers co-ops’.18

since the publication of Ecotopia few, if any, similar visions of a Green future 
have been published, partly because Greens don’t like to be ridiculed but also 
because they don’t believe in fixed images of the Green future. Thus, it is not 
surprising that one of the most recent books about Green utopias, Green 
Utopianism: Perspectives, Politics and Micro-practices, edited by the swedish 
researchers Karin Bradley and Johan hedrén,19 makes no mention of ernst 
callenbach or his book. The authors explicitly discard any ‘blueprint’ for the 
Green future, referring to the sociologist Karl mannheim, who stated that 
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utopianism has nothing to do with detailed regulations but should be an open 
relation aiming at change.20 In this vein the editors state that the purposes of 
contemporary utopianism are to explore alternatives, relativise the present, 
stimulate the will to change, and transgress current structures. They favour 
certain types of utopia, such as do-it-yourself cultures and alternative economies 
(local currencies, peer-to-peer exchange by internet, housing communities and 
urban commons/squatting). Bradley in her contribution, with the title ‘towards 
a peer economy’, hopes that ‘hackers, pirates, green consumers, corporate 
critics and ordinary citizens in peer-to-peer practices’ will establish ‘temporary 
autonomous zones’, which will push development towards transformation. 
This sounds pretty similar to Ecotopia, even if more open and multifaceted. 
Thus, Green utopianism four decades after Ecotopia remains strongly stuck 
on a concept coined by the economist ernst schumacher in the title of a work 
which, according to the Times Literary Supplement, is one of the hundred most 
influential books published since the second world war – Small is Beautiful.21 

an important contribution to the development of the Green thinking around 
‘small is beautiful’ is Localisation: A Global Manifesto, by the British Green colin 
hines. his main point is that Green development is thwarted by the free flows 
of capital and goods, limiting the possibility of any local society introducing 
Green regulations, and pushing decision-making far away from those whom the 
decisions concern. Thus ‘Green globalisation is an impossibility’. The alternative, 
proposed by hines, is Green localisation, through ecological taxes, tariffs and 
controls to protect Green production, reduction of transportation, measures to 
ensure local food security, and local currency controls. The wto should be 
replaced by the wlo (world localisation organisation) which should replace 
the Gatt free trade rules with Gast – a General agreement for sustainable 
trade.22 some years later two other British Greens, michael woodin and 
caroline lucas (the first mp of the uK Greens in 2010) further developed the 
Green concept of anti-globalisation and pro-localisation in Green Alternatives 
to Globalisation.23 like hines they are critical of free trade globalisation, which 
they see as a threat to the environment which benefits the rich. economic 
localisation, they maintain,

is the antithesis to economic globalisation. It involves a better-your-
neighbour supportive internationalism where the flow of ideas, technologies, 
information, culture, money and goods has, as its end goal, the rebuilding of 
truly sustainable national and local economies worldwide. Its emphasis is not 
on competition for the cheapest but on cooperation for the best.

some of their policy proposals include a tobin tax, local banks, checks on 
transnational corporations, Gast instead of Gatt, and a Green marshall plan 
with cancellation of ‘conventional third world debt’. 

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   13 11/06/2015   15:34



14  green parties, green future

The localisation ideology is one of the basic aspects of Green thinking. most 
Greens, if awoken in the middle of the night and asked about the pillars of 
Green thinking would immediately mention ‘decentralisation’, ‘local autonomy’ 
or similar concepts. The question is how far localisation can be developed 
without losing the Green aspect of one world, according to which we are 
all interrelated in sharing the same earth, which can only be saved through 
global consciousness and cooperation. obviously one method of promoting 
an ecological lifestyle is to withdraw from the wider society and just create 
that lifestyle, here and now. But is this, in a globalised world, enough to realise 
the major change that is needed? will a multitude of green islands do the job? 
probably not, for one main reason: concrete Green alternatives may have some 
impact as illustrations of possibilities that are feasible and attractive, but the 
spreading effect is limited. human history is full of ideological activists who 
created their own mini-societies, often, but not always, in the hope that their 
example would convince others to follow suit. especially during its pioneer 
period, the usa was full of these ‘islands’, some of which still survive. But the 
‘big society’ of the usa is neither mormon nor amish, and the fancy state of 
callenbach’s Ecotopia is obviously not supposed to change the surrounding 
world, being described as a very isolated entity when it is visited by a journalist 
from outside. It is hard to find any example where the establishment of model 
societies has had a strong enough impact to convince a whole country or 
nation to adopt the alternative model. christianity became a world religion 
after a decision by a pagan roman emperor, Islam by jihad and mission, and 
communism spread by military conquests, to mention only a few examples. 
slightly paraphrasing a famous expression of president clinton’s, it could be 
said: It’s about politics, stupid! without, in one way or the other, taking the 
executive, legislative power over a certain territory, no movement can impose its 
ideology over that territory and its population. setting examples, constructing 
alternative models, creating Green islands, is a necessary prerequisite for a 
global transformation, but it is not enough. There is also a need to acquire the 
decisive political power, which, in a democratic and Green context, is equivalent 
to step number 5 in the development of the Greens: the establishing of political 
parties, fighting election campaigns to convince voters and win majorities, and 
in the end getting enough power from the people to participate in governments. 
The final goal is of course to create fully Green governments.

maybe the famous Green slogan ‘Think globally, act locally’, coined by 
the French-american microbiologist rené dubos (1901–1982), should be 
reformulated as something like: ‘Think and act both locally and globally’.24 It is 
in the dialectical relation between the local and the global that Greens have their 
specific perspective: Genuine grassroots democracy is possible only locally; 
global democracy must be developed in quite other ways, probably along lines 
similar to the present un general assembly. 
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who are the Greens? a socIoloGIcal approach

according to polls, Green voters are most often female, younger and have a higher 
education than the average voter. however, there are also some sociological 
distinctions which are not based upon statistics but upon theoretical analysis.

The German sociologist claus offe has made a distinction between 
Interessenten, referring to interested parties such as enterprises, organisations 
and political parties, and Betroffene, referring to those who are concerned or 
affected by centralised decisions and actions, for example people living near a 
nuclear reactor or a noisy highway or a polluted river.25 In this perspective it 
could be said that the Greens are the concerned. 

The american sociologist robert merton has constructed a very enlightening 
scheme of the individual’s relations to cultural goals and institutional norms, 
which in the case of western capitalist society has the following shape (as 
slightly adapted from merton):26

 
Cultural goal (to become rich)  Institutional norm (to obey laws)
  reaction: yes  yes = conformist
 no  yes = ritualist/bureaucrat
 yes  no = innovator, legal or criminal
  no  no = drop out, retreatist
 no but new  no but new = alternative creators

Figure 2 a typical alternative, Green way of organising political discussions, here at the 
congress of the catalonian els Verds, in 1985. photo: the author.
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conformists stick to goals and norms; ritualists give up goals and stick 
to norms; innovators (criminal and non-criminal) stick to goals but give up 
norms; drop-outs give up both goals and norms, alternative creators also give 
up both goals and norms, but try to create alternatives, new lifestyles, etc. In this 
perspective the Greens are the creators of alternatives.

The German sociologist Jürgen habermas has emphasised that there is not 
only an economic crisis but also a crisis of rationality: decisions do not produce 
the intended results, leading to a crisis of legitimacy, which on the individual 
level takes the shape of a crisis of motivation.27 In this context it could be said 
that the Greens are the seekers of a new motivation. 

These schemes could be used to predict what Greens will do. as the 
concerned, they tend to struggle to stop the activities which have touched them 
in a negative way and made them into concerned. They adopt a disruptive 
programme, to stop or limit nuclear energy, poisonous emissions, private car 
pollution, etc. however as alternative creators they also want to initiate new 
activities, from cooperatives to biological farms, thereby adopting a constructive 
programme. what then do Greens do as the seekers of a new motivation? They 
search for a new type of quality of life, a new togetherness, which is a kind of 
integrative programme.

These three types of approaches logically draw the Greens into three types 
of action. The disruptive programme is best implemented on the parliamentary 
level, through laws which ban or restrict unwanted activities. The constructive 
programme, the actual construction of something new, is best implemented 
at the grassroots level. The integrative programme can only be realised on the 
process level – through gender balance, rotation, non-cumulation of positions 
and so on.

The relations between the levels could be expressed as follows: The relation 
between the parliamentary and grassroots levels is one of trial and error. 
Greens tend to know better what is wrong than what is right. The grassroots 
level initiates experiments and trials; the legislative level then intervenes by 
banning activities that are anti-Green and damaging to humans, life and the 
environment. The relation between the parliamentary and the process levels 
deals with efficiency. The Green process prevents the iron law of oligarchy from 
functioning with a detrimental effect. The encounter between the process and 
the grassroots levels is manifested through mini-pictures of the future, through 
people who act, and not only talk, in an alternative Green way, which enhances 
their level of credibility and strengthens their legitimacy. 

This way of linking the Greens to a number of sociological theories of human 
behaviour can be summarised as follows: The Greens are a counterforce against 
economistic, conformist power groups with vested interests in the prolongation 
of Industrial society – that is Big Business, the Big state and professional 
politicians. The Greens are the concerned and have a disruptive programme 
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to stop and dismantle what is wrong, mainly on the parliamentary level. The 
Greens are also alternative creators who have a constructive programme to 
create alternative projects and structures, mainly through millions of initiatives 
at the grassroots level. The Greens are the seekers of a new motivation with 
an integrative programme designed to achieve a sense of emotional meaning, 
mainly by employing an integrative process. The Greens are convinced that 
human beings need a new lifestyle, which they are busy shaping through their 
political actions. 

‘the prIVate Is polItIcal’

during the 1970s the ‘reds’ were a reading lot, establishing book cafés where 
marxist-socialist theories filled the shelves. Green activists did not read 
theoretical books; they studied organic farming or how to rebuild one’s house 
to save energy. like some of the feminists of that time – for example the danish 
red stockings (Rødstrømperne) – the pioneer Greens were more interested 
in changing lifestyles than in searching for the mechanisms that have created 
the ecological mess we are all living in. For the Greens the private is political, 
a phrase which became the title of a book by the leading German Green, 
claudia roth.28

more so than other politicians, Greens are expected to ‘live as they teach’, a 
fact that has sometimes created problems for them, not only because of personal 
moral inadequacy, but also because it is not easy – in fact is often impossible – 
to live in a fully Green way in a non-Green environment. 

neIther leFt nor rIGht, But In Front

during the early years of the swedish Green party I once met the social 
democratic prime minister olof palme (who was assassinated in 1986) in a tV 
debate. he said: ‘The swedish Greens are petty-bourgeois defectors from the 
liberal party (I had been an mp for the liberals). The German Greens is quite 
another story. That is a genuine left wing party; with them social democrats 
might very well cooperate.’ some 30 years later, swedish conservative prime 
minister Fredrik reinfeldt gave a different picture of the Green party: ‘under 
the new leadership, the Green party has returned to being the siamese twin 
of the left in swedish politics; I can only regret this development’ (swedish 
parliament, 13 June 2012). This schizophrenic attitude on the part of observers 
has its basic cause in the one-dimensional left-right distinction which has had 
and still has an overwhelming dominance in political discourse. while some 
Green parties have been caught in this quagmire and wasted time and strength 
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on destructive infighting over their positioning to the right, the left or maybe in 
the middle, most Greens have denied the basic obligation to choose between left 
and right by declaring: we are in front! sometimes this is described as a vertical 
line crossing the horizontal left-right scale, having at its end points ‘material 
growth’ and ‘ecological balance’. In this two-dimensional scale, most traditional 
parties, from the left to the right, would be found close to the ‘material growth’ 
pole, while Greens would be rather alone close to the ‘ecological balance’ pole. 

Green partIes – temporary or trendsetters oF the 
twenty-FIrst century?

In august 1987, at the third congress of the european Greens in stockholm, 
hannes alfvén (1908–1995) – swedish nobel laureate for physics and one 
of the most important scientists to support the ‘no’ option in the swedish 
referendum on nuclear power in 1980 – launched the idea that every century 
gives birth to a great ideology which dominates the next; while the liberalism of 
the eighteenth century had dominated the nineteenth century and the socialist 
ideas of the latter had swept through the world in the twentieth century, we 
now saw the birth of a Green revolution which would be the trendsetter of the 
twenty-first century: the Green revolution, alfvén said, ‘is the societal answer 
to the dangers of existential destruction and to the new miseries of our time’.

Figure 3 press-briefing at the stockholm congress of the european Greens, 1987, with 
three leading female Greens: petra Kelly (Germany), Freda meissner-Blau (austria), sara 
parkin (uK). partly concealed by meissner-Blau, Jakob von uexkull, founder of the right 
livelihood award (alternative nobel prize). photo: ulla lemberg.
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not everybody shared alfvén’s dramatic optimism about the Green future. 
most political observers in the late 1980s and early 1990s looked upon the 
Green political phenomenon as a passing trend. when the German Greens 
failed to renew their parliamentary representation in 1990 and the same 
fate befell the swedish Greens in 1991, several commentators felt sure this 
was the beginning of the end of Green political parties. In a book about the 
imminent decline of the Greens, the oxford historian anna Bramwell, working 
for the oecd in eastern europe, declared with delight that ‘everyone likes 
environmental ideals, everyone sympathises with them, but practically nobody 
wants to vote for Green parties’. she predicted that the Greens would be ‘further 
marginalized, possibly dissolving into disparate occultist matriarchal feminist 
and similar groups’. no doubt Bramwell was particularly disposed to foresee a 
Green decline, as she was overtly hostile and had written books claiming that 
Green thinking is basically fascist. But similar forecasts were made by others 
and could be heard as soon as a Green party got into trouble. despite the fact 
that both the German and swedish Greens had already made their comebacks 
by 1994, and dozens of Green parties since then have secured parliamentary 
representation all over the world, there is still a tendency to interpret a Green 
setback not as just that – a setback – but as the beginning of the end for that 
party.29 It is true that some Green parties lost all their mps during the two 
decades since the publication of Bramwell’s book. however, most of them have 
recovered and on a worldwide scale the trend is clearly upwards. It is too early 
to judge whether this implies that hannes alfvén’s dramatic forecast will come 
true, but it is a fairly credible prediction that Green political parties are here to 
stay on the global political scene.
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Green phIlosophy, scIence 

and socIal theory 

Greens are sometimes accused of having a negative attitude towards hard facts 
and scientific knowledge. The truth is rather that Greens often refer to the 
hard facts of biology, chemistry and physics to argue for their positions. an 
overview of ecological thinking from 1945 to 2010 maintains that ‘environmen-
talism has a strong scientific basis that sets it apart from other ideologies’.1 at 
the same time there is sometimes discussion among Greens about the benefits 
of the practical results of science, for example new technologies. many Greens 
are sceptical of what they pejoratively call ‘technological fixes’. one example is 
the swedish professor of human ecology, alf hornborg, who has dismissed 
the idea of technology as the saviour of our future as a myth.2 In particular, he 
has dismissed the grandiose plans to provide europe with solar energy from 
gigantic solar panels in the sahara.3

an awkward example of the faith in technological fixes is provided by James 
lovelock, the inventor of the holistic Gaia hypothesis. at the age of 87 lovelock 
shocked his Green admirers when he proposed nuclear power as the only 
remedy against catastrophic climate change. he even mocks people who are 
afraid of radioactive radiation (offering to keep radioactive waste in his garden); 
worse still, this ‘father’ of ecological holism has forgotten that the ecological 
dangers cannot be avoided only through the use of technology, and that a shift 
of paradigm is required to adapt mankind to ‘mother Gaia’.4 

need For holIsm

holism is basic to Green thinking. a basic definition of the ecological 
perspective upon nature was given by George herbert mead (1863–1931): 
‘nature is a system of systems and relationships; it is not a collection of 
particles or fragments which are actually separate.’5 later, one of the pioneers 
of modern ecologism, Barry commoner (1917–2012), formulated four laws of 
ecology: 1) everything is connected with everything else. 2) everything must 
go nowhere. 3) nature knows best. 4) There’s no such thing as a free lunch.6 
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an important ecological concept is sustainability, which could be defined as 
the endurance of systems and processes. closely connected to sustainability 
is resilience, connoting the ability of an ecosystem to respond to and recover 
from disturbance. If the system’s resilience is good a sustainability that has been 
disturbed may be restored, if the resilience is less good, the damage may be 
irreparable.

holism is also fundamental in another scientific source of Green thinking: 
the ‘new physics’, originally based upon niels Bohr’s and werner heisenberg’s 
theories of interaction and uncertainty, which claim that the movements and 
relations of basic mini-units of matter are not so stable as supposed in classical 
physics, but often steered by probability rather than a classical cause-effect 
relation.7 The importance of this for Green thinking has been developed by 
Fritjof capra in his world bestseller The Tao of Physics, where he pleads for a 
kind of holism, which he argues has been lost in modern western thinking, but 
can be found in Buddhism, taoism, hinduism – and in the new physics.8

ecoloGIcal economIcs

while Greens generally have a bad reputation and low credibility on economic 
matters, often being accused of basing proposals more on fantasy than on facts, 
the truth is that they have given a lot of attention to discussing and establishing 
a scientific basis for ecological economics. The director of the uK’s Green 
economics Institute, miriam Kennet, has offered the following definition:

Green economics is the green movement’s challenge to mainstream 
orthodoxy in economics and it is gaining ground globally and in the 
corridors of power as the best alternative to solving climate change, the credit 
crunch, poverty and biodiversity losses. It is about providing the practices 
and policies of economics, for all people everywhere, nature, other species, 
the planet and its systems. It is about provisioning for the needs, impacts, 
effects and responsibilities, for everyone and everything on the planet.9

since herman daly coined the concept of a steady-state economy, defined as 
‘constant stocks of people and physical wealth maintained at some chosen, 
desirable level by a low rate of output’, ecological economics has been established 
as an academic discipline, holding its first international meeting in sweden in 
1982.10 In 1989 the International society for ecological economics was founded 
and began to publish the journal Ecological Economics. Kenneth Boulding has 
urged humanity to shift from a ‘cowboy’ to a ‘spaceman’ economy – from an 
economy operating as if there were no limits to an economy where limits are 
inherent.11 hazel henderson’s book The Politics of the Solar Age: Alternatives to 
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Economics has also played a major role in Green thinking.12 most Greens would 
agree with her description of traditional economists as ‘snake-oil salesmen’. 

a couple of years ago I had the opportunity to participate in an 
international conference for ecological economists.13 over four days at the 
Boğaziçi university in Istanbul, 300 ecological economists presented papers 
and scientific reports on the ecological aspects of economic activity. peter 
söderbaum, a swedish veteran of ecological economics, showed that indicators 
other than Gdp can be constructed as objectively and scientifically as Gdp. 
There was great frustration among the researchers at politicians’ reluctance 
to consider well developed, scientifically constructed alternative indicators, 
despite their repeated commitments to the protection of the environment. In 
one paper Blake alcott and Özlem yazlik demonstrated that the ecological 
footprint of turkey is about two thirds that of the european average.14 despite 
this, the subjectively perceived level of happiness among turks is at least as 
high as among the inhabitants of richer countries. does this mean that turkey 
needs a higher material standard of living? did any party in the recent turkish 
election propose no increase in material consumption? no, affirmed several 
turkish participants, such a party would not have received many votes. But yes, 
shouted a voice, which belonged to professor ahmet atil asici, a representative 
of the small Green party, which didn’t participate in the elections. In his own 
comparative study of 213 countries he showed a clear correlation between 
growth and environmental destruction.15 

lImIts to Growth 

The most provocative difference between Green ecologism and other ideologies 
is the former’s criticism of the quest for limitless, unqualified material growth. 
Greens neither believe in the possibility of nor feel an attraction for the 
dominant cornucopian16 vision of futurologists like herman Kahn (1922–1983) 
and daniel Bell (1919–2011) – i.e. more of the same, business as usual.17 They 
tend to agree with writers like tim Jackson who offer a vision of prosperity 
without growth.18 There are several reasons for this Green attitude:

1. Limitless exploitation of resources is impossible. even if new technologies for 
extraction of non-renewable raw materials are developed to allow humanity to 
exploit sources previously unreachable, there will always be a physical limit: 
some resources will just be exhausted. In addition, the costs are increasing to 
the extent that some types of raw material will be economically unavailable 
even if not physically extinct. This perspective on growth was dramatically 
placed on the global agenda by the report of the rome club in 1972, Limits 
to Growth. Forty years later one of the authors of the report, Jorgen randers, 
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estimated the development of major trends up to 2052: Gdp growth will 
double; unemployment will remain stable; the increase in temperature will pass 
the critical 2 degrees and reach 2.8 degrees celsius; the global sea level will be 
36cm higher than in 2000; the ongoing sixth extinction of species will continue; 
untouched nature will remain only in some fenced parks; drought and extreme 
weather will hit the south, while the north, at least for a certain time, will have 
the benefit of warmer weather with an extended growing season. But this will 
be a vulnerable situation: the higher temperature may cause a meltdown of 
the gigantic ‘tundra’ releasing enormous amounts of methane gas, which may 
result in a vicious circle and chaos. according to randers, it would take only 
5% of current global Gdp to make the world free of fossil fuels and solar-driven 
in 20 years. why does this not happen? randers himself indirectly accuses 
democracy as a system – in so far as its repeated elections promote short-sight-
edness among politicians.19

as a matter of fact several alternative indexes to Gdp have been constructed 
by ecological economists and other scientists, among others: the human 
development Index (hdI); the Genuine progress Indicator (GpI) or Index of 
sustainable economic welfare (Isew); the european Quality of life survey; 
Gross national happiness; the happy planet Index (introduced by the new 
economics Foundation in 2006); the oecd Better life Index; the Future 
orientation Index; the world Governance Index; and the social progress Index.

so why aren’t these indexes used instead of Gdp? according to Julien morel, 
of the stockholm resilience centre, the answer is that Gdp is used culturally, 
to reconfirm the traditional material values of the growth society, operationally, 
for calculations in order to trigger conventional action, and politically, to serve 
as a ‘pivotal reference’ for motivating certain political actions.20

sometimes decision-makers pay lip-service to the impossibility of limitless 
growth, but this is rarely followed by any change of policy. one example was a 
debate in the swedish parliament in 2011, when six out of eight parties agreed 
that there was a need to analyse the concept of Gdp as a unit of measurement, 
because, it was said, it does not show the costs of growth for the environment, 
health and the climate. But while representatives of traditional growth parties 
may recognise that the Gdp index is in some way flawed, politicians in general 
haven’t stopped using Gdp as the major sign of progress.

2. Production is also destruction, total recycling is impossible. according to the 
second law of thermodynamics, energy never disappears, but it loses quality 
with every transformation and becomes less usable, an effect that is called 
entropy. The pioneer in linking the second law of thermodynamics to the 
economic system was the romanian-american economist nicholas Georgescu-
roegen (1906–1994), in The Entropy Law and the Economic Process.21 The law 
of entropy was introduced into modern ecologist thinking by Jeremy rifkin, 

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   23 11/06/2015   15:34



24  green parties, green future

in his book Entropy,22 where he gives an illustrative example: a human being 
could live for a year by eating 300 trout, which need 90,000 frogs, which need 
27 million grasshoppers, which need 1,000 tons of grass. Georgescu-roegen, in 
a postscript to rifkin’s book, observes that it is obvious that it is impossible to 
retrieve rubber molecules from tyres or copper molecules from coins.

3. High GDP doesn’t guarantee happiness. This insight is of course not new, it is 
present in several religions, especially Buddhism, and is scientifically proven 
by modern happiness research. a classical background was established by the 
French sociologist Émile durkheim (1858–1917) with his theory of anomie, 
which located the cause of certain forms of ‘deviant behaviour’ or ‘social 
disintegration’ in the limitless quest for material richness. he was concerned 
about the dissolution and weakening of traditional cooperative structures, such 
as the church, because he claimed that humanity needs cooperation to feel 
happy, not only competition. he proposed new types of cooperative structures, 
adapted to modern society, some of which had similarities to trade unions, 
others to Green self-ruling cooperatives.23

The lack of correlation between Gdp growth and happiness was established 
by richard easterlin and subsequently labelled the Easterlin Paradox.24 In 
a worldwide overview of relations between growth and happiness 35 years 
later, carol Graham found that growth causes less happiness in countries 
with rapid growth and incomes above the global average, and more happiness 
in poorer countries with slow growth. a conclusion is that ‘the nature and 
pattern of economic growth and in particular instability and inequality issues 
can counterbalance the positive effects of higher income levels’.25 after having 
received a lot of criticism, in 2010 easterlin checked once more and found that 
his ‘paradox’ from 1974 was still valid.26 

Graham’s findings show that the main problem for happiness is not the 
material richness as such, but the quest to achieve it, and the associated rapid 
change, which illustrates the close relation between the ideology of growth 
and the ideology of competition. even if competition is appropriate in sport 
and useful in promoting inventiveness and technological development, it can 
hardly be denied that every competition has winners and losers, and usually 
many more of the latter than the former. This is the basis of a key argument 
of Greens, who most often prefer cooperation to competition: a society full of 
losers, constantly striving to catch up with the winners, is less capable of taking 
the needs of nature and of future generations into consideration.

The ideology of cooperation seemed to take a major blow when Garret 
hardin (1915–2003) presented his infamous theory of the ‘tragedy of the 
commons’, in which he showed that unregulated commons unavoidably degrade 
because the people having the right to use them give priority to their own 
interests.27 however, the nobel prize winner elinor ostrom later demonstrated 
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that if locally run cooperatives are established to run the commons such 
problems can be solved.28 The lesson is of course that every collective alternative 
to the dictatorship of market competition cannot succeed without establishing 
the rules of the game.

while other countries seek to maximise their material production, or Gdp, 
there is one – Bhutan – which has instead decided that the aim of government 
activity is to foster Gross national happiness (Gnh). The concept of Gnh was 
introduced in 1972, initially by Bhutan’s absolute monarch, but in 2008 it was 
included in the country’s constitution by a democratically elected parliament. In 
2011 the un General assembly endorsed a Bhutanese draft resolution entitled 
‘happiness: towards a holistic approach to development’. In the capital Thimpu 
there is a special government committee which has the task of testing all 
legislative proposals against the Gnh index. The Buddhist ethos of the country 
plays a part in this, but in Bhutan’s official 2013 report Happiness: Towards a 
New Development Paradigm, the focus is on the shortcomings of Gdp as a 
measure of progress.29

Green solIdarIty 

solidarity is an important concept for several ideologies. There are, however, 
different kinds of solidarity. class or national solidarity is basically a kind of 
egocentrism, demanding that people feel solidarity with other people of their 
own type, social or national. another type of solidarity, more liberal, is that 
between people of different types, for example, socially well-adapted persons 
and prisoners, or rich and poor. This type has often been looked upon with 
contempt by socialists, as a kind of paternalistic benevolence on the part of 
the upper class. In socialist thinking the poor shouldn’t accept the benevolent 
support of the rich; they should join in class solidarity and fight for their rights. 
There may be some truth in the left-wing criticism of liberal solidarity, since 
there is the risk of it deteriorating into paternalistic charity. But at the same time 
it is not enough to show solidarity with people who are in a similar situation 
to oneself. as a matter of fact, if people understand solidarity only as a kind 
of common action with people of the same social or national group, then the 
world will be full of those who are left out, unable to enjoy any solidarity at all. 
This becomes more obvious when the perspective is broadened from an anthro-
pocentric view of solidarity to a Green perspective. The swedish Green party 
calls for solidarity with three groups: 1) animals, nature and the ecological 
system. 2) Future generations. 3) all humans in the world. 

sometimes of course, group solidarity is needed. trade unions, for example, 
are important to a democratic society. Feminist solidarity among women 
may promote a higher degree of gender equality. Group solidarity between 
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discriminated groups in pursuit of a common struggle for equal rights is of 
course commendable. however, this is not enough to create justice between 
human beings, still less to solve the huge ecological problems facing the world 
or to establish decent relations with other animals and nature. nature cannot 
by itself stop the destructive forces of humanity before it is too late. In order for 
this to happen there must be a considerable number of human beings who feel 
a solidarity with nature. 

anthropocentrIsm or BIocentrIsm?

ecologists usually protest against the anthropocentric outlook, which assumes 
that humans are, in some way, outside nature and may exploit it for their own 
benefit. at the same time nature can appear to be very cruel to the weak, sick, 
deviant individuals of a species, and the balance between different species is 
maintained by a cruel struggle. The general degree of balance is a result of 
numerous imbalances at the individual level – the law of the jungle. It cannot 
be denied that most human societies have established measures to protect 
individuals. ecologists often demand that we should live with, rather than 
against nature. But they usually don’t demand that we should live as nature. 
There are no hospitals in nature, nor laws and courts to protect individuals 
against being killed and eaten.

even if most Greens claim to have replaced the anthropocentric perspective 
with a biocentric or ecocentric perspective, they usually argue in a way that 
is far from free of all anthropocentrism. This issue has been at the centre of 
debates between the different schools of ecologism, leading to books with titles 
such as The World Without Us, where biocentrists of the most radical type come 
very close to arguing that because human beings constitute the single major 
threat to all other forms of life and nature, the best thing would be to get rid 
of them completely.30 however, a political campaign promising voters that, if 
given power, the Greens will do their best to get rid of human beings, is, to put 
it mildly, hardly conceivable. Thus, while most Greens will dismiss traditional 
anthropocentrism given the damaging effects the reckless rule of humans has 
had upon nature and other life forms, without some consideration for the life 
and well-being of humans there would be no place for Green politics. what 
point would there be to Green politics if charlene spretnak and Fritjof capra 
were right when they stated that ‘Green politics rejects the anthropocen-
tric orientation of humanism (which) posits that humans have the ability to 
confront and solve the many problems we face by applying human reason’?31 
If human beings had no ability at all to solve any of the problems we face, why 
should anybody spend time on Green politics and Green parties? happily, 
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andrew dobson is of course right when he observes that a ‘strong anthropocen-
tric message comes through loud and clear in Green party manifestos’.32 

It should also be remembered that even if human beings constitute the main 
threat to the biosphere, they are not outsiders, but parts of that biosphere just as 
much as other forms of life. This makes it ecologically legitimate not only from a 
tactical political point of view but also from a philosophical perspective to take 
human interests into account when analysing the state of the world. 

Green VarIetIes

There are several different trends, schools and sub-theories within Green 
thinking. here some of the Green sub-schools which have had an influence on 
Green party policies will be addressed.

Social ecology

social ecology is a term coined by the us social philosopher, murray Bookchin 
(1921–2006). In the Green internal debate, especially in the usa, it has often 
been presented as a shallow ecology, as the antithesis of deep ecology. Its main 
characteristic is that it takes social circumstances into consideration – in a way, 
so it claims, that deep ecology doesn’t – both as part of the explanation of the 
ecological crisis and as part of the aim for Green movements. some authors 
have observed three subgroups of social ecology:

Ecosocialism sees capitalism as the enemy of nature, socialism as its friend. 
most Greens would agree that the basic elements of capitalism, like profit-
seeking, promotion of consumption to increase profits, and the money-steered 
value system, contribute to environmental destruction. at the same time most 
Greens would doubt that socialism is much better. experiences of the really 
existing socialism that existed in the soviet union and the communist bloc 
until the beginning of the 1990s are not good. whatever distance eco-socialists 
may claim in relation to these bad examples, it is not easy to believe that an 
ideology which has failed so dramatically when in power – not only concerning 
democracy and human rights, but also concerning environmental protection 
– could be transformed into a genuinely ecologist way of thinking and acting.

Ecoanarchism, on the other hand, has undoubtedly contributed to Green 
thinking with its critique of hierarchy and authority, thereby promoting decen-
tralisation, self-management and direct democracy, all of which are important 
(but not sufficient) prerequisites for ecological balance. Quite a few Greens 
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would include the russian ‘Father of anarchism’, pyotr Kropotkin (1842–1921), 
among the pioneers of Green thinking.

Ecofeminism as a concept was first introduced by the French feminist 
Françoise d’Eaubonne (1920–2005) in 1974.33 another influential ecofeminist 
is the american historian carolyn merchant, who has alleged that before the 
enlightenment and the scientific revolution ‘the female earth was central to 
organic cosmology ... for sixteenth-century europeans the root metaphor 
binding together the self, society and the cosmos was that of an organism’.34 
This notion, that in the past there was a more organic and ecologic world, more 
or less ruled by women, is popular among some ecofeminists. But the truth 
is that if this world ever existed it was a very long time ago and certainly not 
in the europe of alexander the Great, the roman empire and the christian 
church, all very patriarchal and ecologically destructive types of society. The 
feminist ecological organic society may have existed thousands of years ago, or 
perhaps never. The main feature of ecofeminism is its linking of environmental 
destruction to the rule of patriarchy. men, collectively, have failed miserably. 
Thus, the probability of women, as a collective, being able to realise the 
needed changes is considered far more likely than that of men being able to 
do so. sometimes it is suggested that the fact that women generally are more 
ecologically minded is a result of a long history of culture and social impact, 
or of some biological traits inherent in women. The latter way of thinking is 
sometimes discarded as essentialist, even conservative and reactionary. It 
is noted that quite a few women are anti-ecological in their behaviour and 
thinking (and violent and criminal and materialist, and so on), and that quite 
a few men are very ecological, peaceful, collaborative and so on. The rejoinder 
of course is that the difference between women and men is an average with 
many individual exceptions; and if the cause is cultural or biological that may 
be of theoretical interest but has no practical implications. whatever the causes 
of the ‘original guilt’ of men, no future can be built without them. Thus, to 
fancy a future in which roles have been reversed and humanity would live in 
matriarchies seems to be a distraction. men cannot be excluded, but it is quite 
possible that women for some time will have to be in charge not only of half the 
power and responsibility, but of the larger part. some of the most ecofeminist 
Green parties accordingly accept certain forms of overrepresentation of women, 
but would not do so for men. 

Deep ecology

The term deep ecology was coined by the norwegian philosopher Arne Næss 
(1912–2009). In his book The Ecology of Wisdom,35 he states that ‘the short time 
shallow ecology movement relies on technical fixes and pursues business as 
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usual without any deep value questioning or long-range changes in practices 
and the system’. In contrast, deep ecology will ‘engage in deep questioning and 
pursue alternative patterns of action’ and displays a respect for the intrinsic 
worth of all beings. næss also uses the concept of ecosofy, which he defines as 
‘a philosophy of ecological harmony or equilibrium’. næss refers to the dutch 
philosopher Baruch spinoza (1632–1677), author of Ethics, as an ideological 
inspiration, and recalls that spinoza said that ‘animals have the same rights in 
relation to humans as humans have in relation to animals, but that humans 
have more rights’. næss has listed eight basic principles of deep ecology, the 
second of which is ‘biospherical egalitarianism in principle’. why ‘in principle’? 
næss: ‘Because any realistic praxis necessitates some killing, exploitation and 
suppression.’ This alone demonstrates that næss tried to be realistic in a way 
some of his admirers may not be aware of. That the overwhelming majority of 
human beings, including Greens, are of the opinion that they have the moral 
right to kill some living creatures – be they flies or mice – is a reality; at the 
same time most would agree that it is never morally acceptable to kill a gorilla. 
murray Bookchin has claimed that ‘rendering human beings and snails “equal” 
in terms of their “intrinsic worth” is simply frivolous’.36 The dividing line lies 
somewhere between the fly and the gorilla, as næss obviously realised. does 
this pragmatic consideration diminish the value of næss’ principles of deep 
ecology? andrew dobson seems to think so; he claims that ‘attempts to solve 
the difficulties with næss’ principle have ended by undermining the principle 
itself ’.37 however, it’s not that easy. If it is always totally unethical to kill, should 
we prevent predators from killing – which means killing them? These types of 
theoretical deliberation are not generally mainstream among Green parties – 
and where they are so, could be looked upon as self-created stumbling blocks.

In any case, an important component of deep ecology and a biocentric 
world-view involves another attitude towards other life-forms, a radical form of 
which includes the principle of animal rights. The first call for animal rights was 
made by the British reformer, vegetarian and pacifist henry salt (1851–1939) 
in his book Animals’ Rights: Considered in Relation to Social Progress (1894).38 
a well-known contemporary successor is the australian philosopher peter 
singer, who in the 1970s published Animal Liberation.39 he attacks speciesism 
and argues that distinctions between animals and humans are arbitrary. It is 
important to note that ‘animal rights’ is not the same as ‘animal protection’ or 
‘animal welfare’, which are much weaker concepts. while some religions have 
always encouraged respect for animals (or certain animals at least), only a few 
laws against the cruel treatment of animals are known from the seventeenth 
century in western europe and the usa; the first steps towards a modern type 
of animal protection were taken in Great Britain in the nineteenth century, but 
still in the twenty-first century quite a few states have no or very weak rules in 
this respect. to many Greens, animal welfare, and even animal rights, are very 
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important and basic to their thinking, even though Green platforms without 
anything to say on the subject can still be found.

some critics have claimed that deep ecology is counterproductive because it 
‘will not secure widespread support’.40 That may be true. however, deep ecology 
tests the limits of ecologism in a way that is important and productive even for a 
more social variant of Green thinking. every ideology needs ‘extreme’ versions 
for its theoretical development, even if they are not well suited as guides to 
practical political activity.

oVershoot and FaIr enVIronmental space

The concept of overshoot was introduced by the american sociologist william 
catton in his book, Overshoot: The Ecological Basis of Revolutionary Change.41 
The core implication of overshoot is that humanity is living with a ‘deepening 
carrying capacity deficit’. overshoot has the consequence that the ecological 
footprint is larger than the carrying capacity. It has been estimated that the 
ecological footprint of humanity is almost twice the available environmental 
space, a concept which is often extended into that of fair environmental space 
– coined by the dutch environmental movement, used by Friends of the earth 
at the unced in rio 1992, and defined by J. B. opschoor and d. F. wetering 
as a concept that ‘reflects that at any given point in time, there are limits to 
the amount of environmental pressure that the earth’s ecosystems can handle 
without irreversible damage to these systems or to the life support processes 
that they enable’.42 The notion of environmental space has most often been used 
to indicate what space is available to humanity as a whole. with the addition of 
‘fair’, however, it can also be used to tackle the different burdens and responsi-
bilities of different communities, countries and regions, by indicating how much 
‘fair’ space remains for certain entities and, conversely, how much others may 
have exceeded their ‘fair’ share of the common space. In relation to europe as a 
whole, the wuppertal institute has defined environmental space as ‘the quantity 
of energy, water, land, non-renewable raw materials and wood that we can use 
in a sustainable fashion’.43 a basic assumption is that the environmental space 
should be about the same for every human being, with consideration for local 
circumstances. all the research into this has, not surprisingly, demonstrated 
that the rich world is guilty of considerable overshoot. Thus, the rich world 
has a debt towards the poor world. This assumption, if accepted politically, 
has considerable consequences for the view of the financial debt most poor 
countries are considered to have to rich countries and/or international financial 
institutions. also, international negotiations about global actions to ward off 
environmental threats to mankind are of course affected by the use of the 
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concept of fair environmental space, which makes it one of the basic concepts 
for Green global policy. 

Green spIrItualIty, new aGe

to Greens ‘the private is political’; this means that for them lifestyle is of 
greater importance than it is in other political ideologies, which usually don’t 
expect people to change their way of living. It is about living a greener life, 
consuming in a greener way, but also about post-material, non-material, even 
spiritual values as alternatives to the dominant materialist value system. In 
the countries where traditional religions were weak when Green parties were 
born, this created a space in and around Green parties for persons seeking 
spiritual alternatives. to a certain extent such trends were labelled new age, 
which was also the title of a book by the american writer mark satin, who 
argues that we are living in a kind of thought prison with six sides: patriarchal 
attitudes, egocentricity, scientific single vision, nationalism/xenophobia, 
bureaucratic mentality and big city outlook. Thus, the solution is a radical shift 
of consciousness, something like a paradigm shift in our thinking.44 another 
book in the same vein published a few years later, The Aquarian Conspiracy by 
marilyn Ferguson, argued in favour of personal responsibility and initiative.45 
while she referred to the French priest and philosopher pierre teilhard de 
chardin (1881–1955), other new age writers even mentioned the swedish 
eighteenth-century mystic emmanuel swedenborg (1688–1772) as a source of 
inspiration. These new age writings were characterised by a mixture of calls 
for a kind of ‘moral revolution’ and touches of spirituality close to religious 
mysticism. while the emphasis on individual responsibility to act for a better 
life directly, without waiting for central decision-makers to act, had a strong 
appeal among Greens, the more religious-like spirituality has been held to 
be outside Green party politics, regarded as a part of the private which is not 
political. however, elements of this mysticism have sometimes emerged close 
enough to Green contexts to give critics an opportunity to dismiss the Greens 
as a bunch of superstitious reactionaries with confused ideas. It is not popular 
to act and talk as if one considers one’s own political group to have a higher 
morality than others. at the same time it should be obvious that without a 
change in the dominant value system there will be no change of the dominant 
social and economic system, and consequently no radical Green progress 
towards an ecologically sustainable society.
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all oVer the world

when sara parkin compiled an international guide to Green parties in 1989, 
only ten of its 335 pages dealt with Green parties outside of western europe, 
north america and australasia.1 and out of the half dozen countries in eastern 
europe, africa, asia and latin america mentioned, only a few (Brazil, Japan, 
possibly poland) hosted parties, rather than environmental movements. This 
picture has changed dramatically a quarter of a century later. There are now 
Green parties in all parts of the world and Green mps in parliaments in all 
global regions. 

most of the oldest Green parties were founded in europe during the first 
half of the 1980s. however, the very first party based upon Green thinking was 
the new Values party of new Zealand, founded in 1972. The following year 
a party called people was founded in the uK; it very soon changed its name 
to the ecology party, and later to the Green party of england and wales. The 
next Green party to be formed was agalev (short for anders gaan leven/to 
live in another way), in 1979 in the Flemish-speaking part of Belgium. also 
in 1979 the first Green mp in the world was elected, in switzerland (albeit 
without a nationwide party yet having been established in the country). over 
the following years Green parties were founded in several west european 
countries: in west Germany and French-speaking Belgium in 1980, in sweden 
and Ireland in 1981, in portugal in 1982, and in luxemburg, the netherlands 
and switzerland in 1983. That same year two Finnish Greens were elected mps, 
without the existence of a party. In 1984 several ecological political groups in 
France merged into les Verts. In 1986 Greens in austria came together to form 
die Grüne alternative. In the 1980s efforts to form Green parties were made 
also in most other west european countries, which either failed or bore fruit 
several years later (for example, in denmark, spain, Greece and Italy). at the 
end of the 1980s, with the fall of the Berlin wall, came a large number of Green 
parties in the former soviet bloc, playing an important role during the first years 
of democracy, but losing support after a couple of years. some, however, have 
later recovered. 

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   32 11/06/2015   15:34



green parties all over the world  33

It was also in the 1980s that the first Green parties in america were created, 
in 1983 in canada, 1984 in the usa and 1986 in Brazil. most of the latin 
american Green parties, however, weren’t formed until after 2000. likewise 
in the asia-pacific region, apart from australia and new Zealand, most 
Green parties are children of the third millennium, with one exception – the 
mongolian Green party, which was founded during the first year of democracy, 
1990. The same goes for africa, where the existence of Green parties is mostly 
a phenomenon of this century, with a few exceptions such as egypt in 1990, 
morocco in 1992 and Kenya in 1997. 

the InFluence oF dIe Grünen

The pioneer Green parties from the early 1970s, the new Values party of new 
Zealand and the ecology party of the uK, were important sources of inspiration 
for other Green party creators; the fact that they worked in english simplified 
the transfer of information. nevertheless, the most influential model was 
undoubtedly die Grünen, for several reasons: 1) It was the first Green party to 
gain political influence in a large country. 2) It had a leading personality who 
became well-known throughout the world – petra Kelly. 3) The politics of die 
Grünen was the most radical antithesis to the previous dark twentieth-century 
history of Germany. 4) The party practised alternative and grassroots methods 

Figure 4 a typical demonstration by die Grünen, Germany (1980s). photo: courtesy of 
Global Greens.
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more radically than most other Greens. 5) It showed that Green thinking 
extends much further than environmentalism.

The new Values party was too far away to have a similar influence, and the 
ecology party was too marginalised thanks to the British electoral system. 
everybody interested in Green politics thus looked to Germany, if not for 
guidance, then for inspiration. 

what Is a Green party?

The definition of a Green party used here is as follows: a Green party is 
a member of the Global Greens, through one of the four regional Green 
federations, covering africa, america, asia-pacific and europe. a number of 
other parties claiming to be Green also exist. most of them have the ambition 
to qualify for membership in the Global Greens structure. others have been 
denied membership because they are not considered politically Green, or 
judged to be ‘fake’ parties. some of these will be mentioned in what follows, 
but the bulk of the presentation concerns parties that are affiliated to the Global 
Greens structure. 

the GloBal Greens

The Global Greens (GG) is the worldwide association of Green parties. already 
in connection with the earth summit in rio de Janeiro in 1992 a planetary 
Green meeting had been organised. In 1999 some 150 Greens from 24 countries 
participated in the milenio Verde conference in oaxaca, mexico. Finally, in 
2001, the Global Greens were founded at a congress in canberra, australia. 
a second congress was held in são paolo, Brazil in 2008, which adopted 21 
commitments for the twenty-first century. The third GG congress was held in 
dakar, senegal, in 2012. The fourth is scheduled for 2016 or 2017 in europe.

The steering body of the GG is the Global Greens coordination (GGc). each 
of of the four federations elects three members to the Gcc, plus three alternates 
who can stand in when needed. according to the founding resolution, the 
Global Greens network is ‘composed of two to three representatives from Green 
parties and movements identified in partnership with the relevant Federation’. 
The decisive authority as to which parties may become members, with the ‘right’ 
to identify as Green, lies with the regional federations.

according to an end-of-year report by its convener, margret Blakers, the 
Global Greens in 2014 have consolidated, with over 5,000 people receiving 
Global Greens news, and have issued statements on, among other issues, 
nuclear disarmament, the conflict in ukraine, climate change, whaling, and 
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the Gaza conflict. Veronica Juzgado has replaced alice rosmi as Global Greens 
secretary. The members of the Global Green coordination at the beginning of 
2015 were as follows:

African Greens Federation
Frank habineza (democratic Green party of rwanda), may 2008–present
adamou Garba (niger parti Vert), may 2008–present
Fatima alaoui (parti Vert morocco), June 2014–present
alternate saraha Georget (madagascar), June 2014–present
alternate Badono daigou (chad), June 2014–present
alternate robinah K. nanyunja (uganda), June 2014–present

Asia-Pacific Greens Federation
Keli yen (Green party taiwan), october 2011–present
liaquat ali (pakistan Green party), may 2010–present
suresh nautiyal (uttarakhand parivartan party, India), may 2010–present
alternate masaya Koriyama (midori no to, Greens Japan), october 2012–

present

Figure 5 a Global Greens conference at the un climate conference, cop20, in lima, 
december 2014. From the left: elizabeth may, leader of the Green party of canada; 
christine milne, leader of the australian Greens; Veronica Juzgado, coordinator of the 
Global Greens; yujin lee, south Korean Greens; stina Bergström, swedish Greens. photo: 
courtesy of Global Greens.
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alternate Ballav timalsina (nepali Green party), march 2014–present

European Green Party
steve emmott (Green party of england and wales), november 2009–present
merja Kähkönen (Vihreät–de Gröna, Finnish Greens), may 2013–present
Jean rossiaud (les Verts/die Grünen, switzerland), may 2013–present
alternate saraswati matthieu (Groen, Belgium), november 2012- present
alternate eva Goës (miljöpartiet de Gröna, sweden), november 2009–present
alternate Felix deist (Bündnis 90/die Grünen)

Federación de Partidos Verdes de las Américas
Fabiano carnevale, (partido Verde Brazil), november 2013–present
José antolin polanco (Green party of dominican republic), 2014–present
patricia o. maldonado (Green party of united mexican states), august 2014–

present

The Global Green charter, adopted in 2001 in canberra and revised in dakar in 
2012, can be considered a statement of Green Basic principles. In the preamble 
the Global Greens recognise

that the dominant patterns of human production and consumption, based 
on the dogma of economic growth at any cost and the excessive and wasteful 
use of natural resources without considering earth’s carrying capacity, are 
causing extreme deterioration in the environment and a massive extinction 
of species … that developed countries through their pursuit of economic and 
political goals have contributed to the degradation of the environment and 
of human dignity … that without equality between men and women, no real 
democracy can be achieved … that future generations have the same right as 
the present generation to natural and cultural benefits.2 

The Global Greens declare that their politics is based upon six basic principles: 
ecological wisdom, social justice, participatory democracy, non-violence, 
sustainability and respect for diversity. more than 100 policy proposals are 
made, some of which follow here in an abbreviated and compressed version: 
support of grassroots movements, democratisation of gender relations, access to 
official information and to free and independent media, increase of government 
aid to developing countries, rapid transition to zero carbon economies, phase 
out of nuclear power, moratorium on new fossil fuel exploration, an end to the 
patenting and merchandising of life, public ownership of the essentials of life 
such as water, creation of a world environment organisation, serious reform of 
the world Bank and ImF and the wto, a tobin-henderson tax or Financial 
transactions tax, the right of women to make their own decisions, including 
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the control of their fertility, support for the un declaration on the rights of 
Indigenous peoples, death penalty to be abolished worldwide, treatment of 
asylum-seekers in accordance with the 1951 Geneva convention on the rights 
to asylum, decriminalisation of homosexuality, support for organic agriculture, 
ban on the commercial growing of genetically modified crops, phase-out of 
all persistent and bio-accumulative man-made chemicals, animal welfare, 
increasing well-being rather than Gdp, strengthening of the role of the un as a 
global organisation of conflict management and peacekeeping, support for the 
International criminal court, curtailment of the power of the military-indus-
trial-financial complex, elimination of the international arms trade.

Greens In aFrIca – GrowInG rapIdly
(For details on the African Green parties, see the Appendix)

at the beginning of the 1990s, as a result of the move to multiparty systems 
in many african states, quite a few parties with Green or environmentalist 
ambitions were founded on the continent. during the 1990s Green parties 
were started in cameroon, egypt, Guinea, Ivory coast, Kenya, mauritius, 
mali, morocco, mozambique, niger, Burkina Faso, senegal and south africa.3 
however, several of these parties didn’t survive, and their relation to present-day 
Green parties is obscure. The majority of the present african Green parties have 
been founded – or re-founded – in the twenty-first century. a Federation of 
Green parties in africa was established in Kenya in may 1998 but did not survive. 
a new african Green Federation (aGF) was established in Kampala, uganda, 
on 17 april 2010. The founding congress elected an executive of nine persons 
with Frank habineza as president: three of the nine were women, including the 
second vice president, saraha Georget rabeharisoa of madagascar. Furthermore, 
the six regions (south, west, central, north, east and ocean Islands) elected one 
representative each, four men and two women. There had been, however, several 
types of african Green cooperation before the establishment of aGF. among 
these was the first african Green university in rabat, morocco, in march 2009, 
where 50 african Greens from morocco, nigeria, rwanda, Burundi, niger, mali 
and Guinea-conakry discussed themes such as ‘can ecology save africa?’ and 
‘what role will african Green parties play?’4

In october 2010 the aGF presented a report on african Greens to the Global 
Greens meeting in tallinn, where it was reported that new Green parties had 
been established in uganda, Zambia, rwanda and somalia. In 2011 the african 
Greens academy in Burkina Faso brought 13 countries together. according to 
an aGF report, ‘the Green Ideology needs always to be analysed and be put in 
the african continental politics context, so that we become relevant to voters 
and our countries’. 
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aGF memBers: status In noVemBer 2014

In many african countries several parties claiming to be Green exist, but the 
aGF has found that some of them don’t live up to the standards of a ‘real’ Green 
party. Frank habineza, president of the aGF, has provided some information 
of interest:5

In tunisia the former regime sponsored another green party (parti des verts 
pour le progress) to sabotage the real one (tunisie Verte). after the fall of Ben 
ali, the aGF-party was registered and thus tunisia has two green parties, but 
aGF accepts only one … Ivory coast pulled out after their party split up. 
Those inside the country accused the party leader of always living in France 
… They created a new party which is in final phases of being registered.
 

all aGF members (except Ivory coast) were classified during 2014 as being in 
‘good’ or ‘bad standing’. The criteria are given by habineza as follows:

Figure 6 african Greens, dakar 2012. From the left: Frank habineza, president of the 
african Green Federation, robinah K nanyunja, president of the ecological party of 
uganda and Bob Brown, co-founder, long-time senator and key figure in the australian 
Greens. photo: the author.
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Good standing means, members who have paid up their membership fees 
(100 usd) and annual subscription (50 usd) from 2010 to-date and equally 
those who have paid up Global Greens annual membership fees, 20 euros, 
two years, and 30 euros last year. Those who have not paid up are in bad 
standing and will lose their membership status.

There were 18 parties from 18 countries in ‘good standing’ in november 2014; 
the same parties had attended the aGF congress in madagascar in June 2014. 
tunisia however, having been classified as in ‘bad standing’ in march 2014, was 
also present. another 10 were adjudged in bad standing, while Ivory coast was 
not classified. From may 2015 the aGF home page lists 22 member parties, 
some of which are indicated as associated members.

Burkina Faso: rassemblement des ecologistes du Burkina 
Burundi: Burundi Green movement – associate member
chad: union des ecologistes tchadiens 
congo: parti ecologiste congolais (drc) 
egypt: egyptian Green party 
Gabon: Green party of Gabon – associate member
Guinea: parti des ecologistes Guineens 
Kenya: mazingira Greens party of Kenya 
madagascar: parti Vert hasin’I madagasikara 
mali: parti ecologiste du mali 
mauritius: les Verts Fraternels 
morrocco: parti des Verts pour le développement du maroc 
niger: rassemblement pour un sahel Vert/parti Vert du niger 
rwanda: democratic Green party of rwanda 
senegal: Fédération démocratique des ecologistes du sénégal 
sierra leone: Green movement/Green watch – associate member
somalia: somalia Green party – associate member
south africa: ecological movement of south africa – associate member
togo: afrique togo ecologie (ate) 
uganda: ecological party of uganda 
Zambia: Green party of Zambia
Zimbabwe: Green party of Zimbabwe – associate member

Other Green parties in contact with AGF

angola: partido nacional ecológico de angola 
Benin: parti Vert du Benin/Benin Green party 
Burkina Faso: parti ecologiste pour le développement du Burkina 
central african republic: mouvement des Verts de centrafrique 
Ghana: Ghana Green movement
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Ivory coast: parti Écologique Ivoirien
mozambique: ecological party-movement of earth 
nigeria: nigerian Green movement 
tunisia: parti tunisie Verte 

 
habineza also provided information about other african countries not 
currently on the membership list:

mauretania: no recent news. algeria: They supported a coup d’etat and we 
lost track of them. cameroon: The leader has been staying in Belgium for 
over 10 years and the party is non-existent. congo Brazzaville: There is a 
new party which has been accepted in the central african Federation. 
Guinea-Bissau: It’s not active, the leader died. reunion: no information. 
sudan: still in the process of becoming party. 

The fact that the third congress of the Global Greens (29 march–1 april 2012) 
was held in africa (dakar, senegal) was a strong encouragement for the african 
Greens. one newspaper carried the headline ‘The african Greens display their 
first success’ and reported that 47 african countries were represented among 
the participants. The appointment of the leader of the Greens of the host nation 
senegal, haïdar el ali, as minister of environment just two days after the 
congress ‘confirms the institutionalisation of ecological politics on the african 
continent’.6 among the environmental problems raised at the congress by 
african delegates were poisonous waste, overfishing, overexploitation of forests, 
and land grabbing. however, one delegate warned that if the Green parties were 
to start checking the environmental effects of mining and oil extraction they 
would be subject to repression from their respective governments.

aGF conGress In madaGascar 2014 

at the aGF congress in madagascar in June 2014 representatives of 17 african 
Green parties participated. according to per Inge lidén – an observer from 
the swedish Green Forum, which contributes financially to the development of 
Green parties in africa – the aGF has developed organisationally, with fewer 
personal conflicts and a more efficient process. political differences between 
african Green parties do, however, exist, in terms of their positioning on the 
left-right spectrum, and policies on gender balance and drugs (the Zambian 
Green party struggles for the legalisation of cannabis). Generally, it is difficult 
for an outside observer to determine how strong the african Green parties 
really are. most of them cannot boast any significant election results, which of 
course is due partly to the sometimes chaotic situation in some african states.
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The goals discussed at the congress included strengthening local branches, 
merging parties into one Green party, further development of Green thinking 
about food, water, energy, and sustainable society, and increased contacts 
between mps from different countries. a new executive was also elected, 
consisting of president Frank habineza (rwanda); first vice president adama 
sere (Burkina Faso); second vice president sarah Georget (madagascar); 
secretary general papa dessa dieng (senegal); cashier robina nanyunja 
(uganda); responsible for communication (new) adamou Garba (niger); rep-
resentatives of regions: north – mohamed awad (egypt); west – napo nissau 
Irenee (togo); south – Kelvin Kaunda (Zambia), east – charles maringo 
(Kenya), central – didace pembe (congo-Kinshasa, rdc); ocean – silvio 
michel (mauritius). (ten men, two women.)

The general evaluation was that the congress was well organised, but that the 
participation of women should be increased. The next congress of the aGF is 
planned for 2016 or 2017 in Kinshasa.7

the sIx reGIons oF the aGF

The aGF is divided into six partly independent regions, with their own 
structure and leadership: 

The Eastern Region has an office in Kampala. The east africa Greens Federation 
congress of november 2013 brought together representatives of Green parties 
from rwanda, uganda, Kenya and Burundi in Kigali, rwanda. robinah K. 
nanyunja, president of epu (uganda), was elected as secretary general. In total 
six women and three men were elected to lead the eaGF.8 

The Central Region: the central african Greens Federation (Federation des 
ecologistes et Verts d’afrique centrale – FeVac) was established in Kinshasa, 
democratic republic of congo at a congress in november 2014, which elected 
didace pembe Bokiaga from drc as president, supported by three more men.

The Ocean Region consists of mauritius and madagascar. at the aGF congress 
in madagascar in June 2014, the executive of the aGF had proposed to merge 
the southern and ocean regions, but this was opposed by madagascar and 
mauritius who preferred to try to get more members from other african 
islands; the congress decided to reject the proposal by the executive.

The Western Region has a new executive and an office in niamey and has held 
seminars about Green economics in ougadougou. at a congress in niamey, in 
october 2012, the Federation of ecological and Green parties in west africa 
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elected as president Irénée nissao napo, togo, who is supported by three men 
and one woman. 

The Northern Region was formally established as the north african Greens 
Federation in June 2013 with headquarters in cairo, and has as its members 
the Greens from egypt, tunisia and morocco. mohamed awad, egypt, was 
elected president, supported by two women and one man. Green participants in 
the meeting were received by the speaker of the shura (upper house) and the 
sheikh of al-azhar.9

The Southern Region: Greens from Zambia, mozambique, south africa, 
lesotho and Zimbabwe met in maputo, mozambique in may 2013 and set up 
the southern africa Greens Federation (saGF) with headquarters in lusaka, 
Zambia. Four men and three women were elected to the committee, with 
patrick sindane, south africa, as president.

Figure 7 participants at the meeting of the Federation of american Greens in lima, 
2014. From the left: carla piranda, national secretary of the organization of the Greens 
of Brazil; Francoise alamartine, International relations of the Greens of France; Julia 
duppré, delegate from Brazil Greens to the FpVa and youth commission of FpVa; Flor 
de maría hurtado, General secretary of the Greens of peru and ombudsperson of the 
FpVa; Verónica Juzgado, secretary of Global Greens; rosy Guzman, delegate from peru 
Greens to the FpVa; elizabeth may, canadian parliamentary Green party; margot soria, 
president, Greens of Bolivia; matilde Baján, leader of the Greens of Guatemala; sanda 
everette, delegate from the us Greens to the FpVa. photo: courtesy of Global Greens.
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the amerIcas – some oF the stronGest Green partIes
(For details on the Green parties of the Americas, see the Appendix)

several Green parties were established in the americas in the 1980s, in 
countries like the usa, canada, Brazil and mexico, and have survived 
and grown stronger.10 In other countries, however, the early Green parties 
didn’t survive. In some cases their emergence in america was inspired by 
developments in europe, sometimes by individuals who had spent time in 
exile from latin american dictatorships, for example Fernando Gabeira, the 
prominent co-founder of partido Verde, Brazil, who for some time in the 1970s 
sold tickets in the stockholm subway. But in most cases the decision to establish 
a Green party was a result of the devastation of the nature and the environment 
by the neoliberal regimes which followed after the fall of the dictators, as well 
as the inadequacy not only of neoliberalism but also of traditional socialism 
to solve the social and economic problems of the region. a distinct feature 
of several latin american Green programmes is their ambition to stimulate 
people to adopt a more ‘moral’ attitude towards politics and society. one 
reason for this is of course the high levels of local corruption. some parties also 
display a sympathy for ‘spirituality’. at the same time some latin american 
Greens have taken a strong position in favour of equality for lGBt people, for 
example the partido Verde in Brazil. In principle all american Greens believe 
in gender balance, and they are usually progressive on social issues. some 
Green parties in the region identify as ‘left’ (e.g. in Bolivia), others as centre or 
centre-right (Venezuela, mexico). among the american Greens there are also 
strong feelings in favour of the indigenous populations, which are numerous in 
several countries.

la FederacIón de partIdos Verdes de las amÉrIcas, FpVa 
(the FederatIon oF Green partIes In amerIca)

according to the FpVa, the Greens of the following countries were members 
as of autumn 2014: argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, canada, chile, colombia, 
dominican republic, mexico, peru, the usa and Venezuela. among the 
observers waiting to fulfil certain requirements in order to become full 
members are costa rica and Guatemala. Guyana is a permanent observer. The 
FpVa was established in december 1997 in mexico city; its founding members 
were Greens from argentina, Brazil, canada, chile, colombia, dominican 
republic, mexico, nicaragua, peru, Venezuela and the usa. according to its 
statutes, FpVa aims to solve environmental problems through participation 
in governments. It hopes to unite movements which adopt and practice 
solidarity, cooperation and love and respect for all manifestations of life, 
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through a programme of environmentally sustainable development. The FpVa 
only accepts one party from each country and only parties from independent 
states; thus Guyana and puerto rico can only be accepted as observers. at least 
a dozen latin american and caribbean states have no Green party that is a 
member of the FpVa.

at its annual General assembly in la paz, Bolivia, in the autumn of 2013, 
the Federation elected its new executive committee, with ten persons, including 
three co-presidents: patricia maldonado of mexico, antolin polanco of 
dominican republic and Fabiano carnevale of Brazil. out of the ten members 
four are women. since 2002 FpVa has held annual meetings.

Green partIes In the asIa-pacIFIc reGIon

The asia-pacific Green Federation (apGF) held its first congress in 2005 in 
Kyoto, Japan, following an asia-pacific Green politics workshop in Brisbane 
in 2000 and the Global Greens congress in canberra in 2001. In a report from 
the second congress in tapei, 30 april–2 may 2010, it is stated that over 200 
people attended, including representatives from 17 asia-pacific countries. 
nineteen of the 22 organisations from 15 countries that have gone through the 
process of applying for and being accepted as members, associates or Friends 
of the apGF were present. according to a report from the australian Greens in 
2012, apGF had 18 member parties from 13 countries;11 in 2015 the number of 
full members is 11. however, there are several asian countries in which Green 
parties have emerged only to disappear. non-member Green parties exist or 
have existed in syria, Jordan, lebanon, Iraq, yemen, palestine, Kurdistan, Iran, 
palestine, Bangladesh and Kyrgyzstan. In Israel a Green party has participated 
in Knesset elections since 1999, but has never received more than 1.5% of 
the vote, not enough to secure a seat (in 2013 the percentage plummeted to 
0.2%, and in march 2015 the result was only 0.07%). some countries have had 
parties as members of apGF, but these have either disappeared or deteriorated: 
sri lanka, hong Kong, papua new Guinea, the solomon Islands. The Greens 
of Vanuatu (who got 3 out of 52 seats in the parliament in 2012 and held the 
position of prime minister from march 2013 to may 2014) have an unclear 
relation to the apGF, which is being investigated. The people’s republic of 
china is a special case, where it is not possible to establish a normal Green 
party. however, thousands of legally registered local environmental groups, and 
an unknown number of non-registered ones, do exist and are rather free to act, 
so long as they do not try to establish a nationwide structure. as a matter of fact, 
the apGF has several contacts with chinese groups and individuals, both in 
china and in exile. 
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In Thailand, according to one report, the king has been encouraging a 
well-managed environment and initiated many ecological projects: ‘it is clear 
that a green party can maximise this chance where they can get support 
from the king, if they know how to use it’.12 some of the asia-pacific Green 
parties are old and strong and play a significant role in the political life of 
their countries, for example in australia and new Zealand; the mongolian 
Greens have also been successful and even participated in governments. some 
parties are undoubtedly advancing and have won seats at local and/or regional 
levels, such as in Japan and taiwan. The Korean Green party also seems to be 
progressing. In those countries closely aligned with the west (australia, new 
Zealand, Japan), Greens often take a position against the involvement of their 
countries in military interventions by western troops. In some cases Green 
parties in the region have raised issues which might be perceived as sensitive 
from a traditional point of view, such as the right to abortion and the rights of 
lGBt persons.

There is a degree of male dominance in most of the asia-pacific Green parties. 
out of the 11 member parties, three have gender-balanced co-presidents (Japan, 
new Zealand and taiwan), one has a female president (australia) and seven 
have a traditional one-man presidency. however, even the male-dominated 
parties adhere to principles of gender equality and admit that the imbalance is a 
problem they must take action to resolve. 

as of 2015, the committee of the apGF consists of eight members (five men 
and three women): Keli yen (taiwan, also secretary), suresh nautiyal (India), 
anna reynolds (australia), rikiya adachi (Japan), robin winkler (taiwan), 
Ballav timalsina (nepal), Bob hale (australia) and claire waghorn-lees (new 
Zealand). The apGF has its headquarters in new Zealand and is planning to 
hold its third congress in June 2015.

Greens In europe – pIoneers and Veterans
(For details on the European Green parties, see the Appendix)

even if Green political activities began quite early outside europe, the 
ecological awakening that resulted in the emergence of Green parties was 
strongest in europe during the 1970s and 1980s. already in 1979 an attempt 
to establish cooperation between european Green parties was made, with the 
coordination of european Green and radical parties. however, the differences 
between Greens and radicals proved too great to overcome. The radicals were 
more libertarian and less social than the Greens, and dependent on a male 
guru, the Italian marco pannella (such a dependency not being a feature of 
Green parties).
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towards orGanIsed european Green cooperatIon

In march 1983 agalev organised a meeting in Brussels with die Grünen, 
the Irish Greens, the ecology party of the uK, ecolo and several French 
groups. dirk Janssens, of agalev, was appointed secretary. The Irish Greens 
demanded that esperanto should be adopted as the common language of 
Greens, which was not accepted. Instead simultaneous translation between 
the major languages was provided voluntarily by trainee interpreters. a major 
breakthrough for european Green cooperation was a Joint declaration, signed 
in march 1984 by les Verts, the ecology party of the uK, the ecology party of 
Ireland, agalev, ecolo, miljöpartiet (sweden), alternative liste Österreich and 
de Groenen (the netherlands). die Grünen supported the Joint declaration 
but did not join the new coordination of european Greens (coeG). The 
reluctance of die Grünen to join a purely Green body remained a headache for 
the coeG during the following years. The Joint declaration highlighted several 
points which have remained basic principles of green thinking: ‘stop those who 
in pursuit of continued economic and industrial growth are undermining the 
basis of life itself.’ european cooperation should ‘take disunity into account and 
consist of regions rather than nation states’. The declaration took a position 
against the ‘accumulation of weapons’ in favour of ‘civilian based non-violent 
defence’, against excessive consumption, nuclear energy and artificial needs, in 
favour of ‘community based self-reliance’, a reduction of work hours and the 
redistribution of income and resources. later a common programme for the 
election to the european parliament, Towards a Green Europe, was adopted: 
‘we reject a new military superpower and want a europe of regions.’ many 
Green demands were listed: disarmament, elimination of military blocs, 
civilian defence; a halt to nuclear power, renunciation of euratom; sustainable 
development; recycling; support of local and regional units; cooperatives; taxes 
to prevent waste; agriculture in balance with nature. 

FIrst Green conGress and european electIons, 1984

The first major gathering of european Greens was the Green congress in liège, 
30 march–1 april 1984, which prepared for the european elections in June of 
the same year. The election result was a step forward for the Greens: die Grünen 
(8.2%/7 meps), agalev (4.3%/1 mep), ecolo (3.9%/1 mep), Groen progressief 
akkoord (5.6%/3 meps). The 12 Green meps, together with others, formed 
GRAEL, the Green-alternative european link. Grael cooperated with danish 
critics of the ec and Belgian and Italian regionalists to form the rainbow 
Group.
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Grael agreed on a declaration of paris, which called for ‘an alternative, 
neutral and decentralized europe with self-administered regions maintaining 
their individual cultural independence’. In november 1984 the coeG had eight 
member parties: the uK ecology party, miljöpartiet, comhaontas Glas, ecolo, 
agalev, les Verts, dei Greng and alternative liste. 

second conGress In doVer, 1985: conFrontatIon Between 
uK Greens and dIe Grünen

The second european Green congress was held in dover, uK, 21–24 march 
1985. The Guardian carried the headline ‘european ecologists try to knit 
an alliance’ and The Times reported that ‘the western world’s youngest and, 
it says, fastest growing political movement gathered delegates from twelve 
european countries, the usa, canada, australia and Japan’.13 sara parkin 
of the uK Greens stated that Greens reject nuclear power, both military and 
civilian, stand for neutrality, reject the economic and political concentration 
of power, western hegemony over the third world, male domination and 
violence, and support human rights. petra Kelly of die Grünen attacked the 
British majority election system and the dominant male chauvinism. a special 
feature of the dover congress was that every session began with a minute of 
silence and meditation, which had the purpose of ‘promoting agreement by 
having us all on the same wave-length’. at a coeG meeting, ali schmeissner 
(die Grünen) scornfully dismissed the dover congress as ‘sara parkin’s private 
show’, thereby highlighting the confrontation between schmeissner’s left-wing 
position and parkins ‘green-green’ approach. It was also reported that dei 
Greng (luxemburg) had split, that there were several Green lists in Italy, that 
a new system for local elections in France gave les Verts a better chance, and 
that the two infighting Green parties in austria were going to meet. The Green 
landscape was fluid and evolving in a somewhat chaotic way.

the coeG Grows and strenGthens Its structure

In late september 1985 four co-secretaries were elected (replacing the one-man 
work of dirk Janssens, agalev): sara parkin, uK, Bruno Boissière, France, dirk 
Janssens, Belgium, and per Gahrton, sweden. parkin, Boissière and Gahrton 
remained in office until 1989, but Janssens was replaced by leo cox and willy 
de Backer, both from Belgium. In January 1986 there were ten member parties 
of the coeG: alÖ, agalev, ecolo, de Grønne (denmark), comhaontas Glas, 
les Verts, dei Greng, de Groenen, miljöpartiet, and the uK Green party. 

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   47 11/06/2015   15:35



48  green parties, green future

one controversial issue in 1986 concerned unanimity versus qualified 
majority. some, including miljöpartiet, didn’t like the risk of having to accept 
political decisions with which the party couldn’t agree. a compromise proposed 
by willy de Bakker was adopted: if there was no consensus, then a decision 
should be postponed and a working group set up; there should also always be 
a blocking possibility, which could be used after the critical party has sounded 
an alarm-bell. In a paper on ‘Basic democracy and Green party organisation’, 
presented to the coeG meeting in september 1986, sara parkin said it was 
now time to ‘debunk a few myths about alternative systems’. she was sceptical 
about horizontal structures or webs. ‘I would also be pleased to hear of one 
organisational web that doesn’t have a big spider at its centre.’ parkin was 
touching very sensitive nerves among Greens when she pointed out the conflict 
between the Green ideals of a flat, grassroots structure and political efficacy. In 
January 2015 parkin stated that her experience in the women’s movement in 
the 1970s had convinced her that ‘lack of structure opened up the organisation 
to fragmentation and powerlessness’.14 she was right, but her warnings were 
premature. Green parties didn’t try to reach a viable compromise on strategy 
and organisation until about a decade later – but by then sara had turned to 
other types of Green activity.

on 28 april 1986 the coeG undertook a joint action against the military 
blocs by placing pieces of ice outside the soviet and us embassies in Brussels. 
on being invited into the soviet embassy the eurogreens noticed that the 

Figure 8 The co-secretaries of the coordination of european Greens (from left: the 
author, Bruno Boissère, France, sara parkin, uK) together with antoine waechter, 
presidential candidate for les Verts in 1988. waechter represented the ‘neither-left-nor-
right’ current. he left les Verts in 1994, but returned to the fold 15 years later after having 
failed to establish his own movement. photo: ulla lemberg.
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diplomats were in an awkward mood. some hours later the world was informed 
of the chernobyl nuclear disaster; it became another proof of the validity of 
basic Green attitudes, in this case of their anti-nuclear position.15

dIe Grünen JoIn the coeG

one of the main conflicts inside the coeG had been about the dutch 
representation therein. a ‘green-green’ party, de Groenen, had been accepted, 
but die Grünen (without yet themselves being full members) demanded that 
a red-green coalition, Groen progressief akkoord (Gpa), should be permitted 
to join. In a letter to the coeG of 12 June 1984, de Groenen objected to Gpa 
membership because it might lead to communists taking part in the Green 
fraction of the european parliament. The minutes from a coeG meeting in 
Barcelona on 23 February 1985 quote the representative of die Grünen, ali 
schmeissner, as asserting that ‘die Grünen would only join if Gpa was allowed 
to join’. sara parkin rejected ‘the blackmailing by die Grünen’. In January 2015 
she emphasised that she feared that people like schmeissner were aiming at 
the destruction of the coeG.16 she was probably right, because some German 
fundis didn’t believe in an independent Green political dimension. 

The process which led to die Grünen joining the coeG started with a letter 
in december 1986 from a member of the central Board (Bundesvorstand), 
norbert Kostede, to some 30 Green, alternative and left-wing parties about 
the International cooperation of the Greens.17 Kostede wanted very broad 
cooperation, but admitted that the coeG should not be dismissed. The leading 
personality of the austrian Greens, Freda meissner-Blau, wrote to Kostede18 
proposing Vienna as the headquarters for a ‘Green International’ with an 
office and a magazine. Finally, a decision was made on 14–15 February 1987 
by the Bundeshauptausschuss (Bha)19 of die Grünen, and at the coeG 
meeting of 7–9 march 1987 die Grünen applied for membership, ‘in the hope 
that better cooperation between green and alternative movements worldwide 
would be possible ... (but) the european Greens cannot have the function of 
a green international’. The application for membership by die Grünen was 
accepted unanimously. norbert Kostede, however, still pleaded for a broader 
international.20 The apprehensions inside die Grünen about membership of 
the coeG were underscored when the federal working group on international 
relations made a proposal21 to the party congress of 1–3 may 1987 in duisburg 
to revoke the decision to join the coeG. however, die Grünen remained 
a member, even though the German Greens maintained their ambition to 
cooperate not only with ‘pure’ Greens but also with left-wing parties. at the 
coeG meeting of 13–14 June 1987, Jürgen maier, of die Grünen, repeated 
that the party wanted ‘cooperation with all groups and other parties involved 
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in the movement’. sara parkin replied that the ‘role of coeG is to promote 
Green politics’. several speakers agreed. The present author stated that ‘we 
need a green identity’. osmo soininvaara (Finland) asked if ‘die Grünen really 
is a Green party or just a coalition’. In the autumn of 1988 die Grünen once 
more caused consternation by distributing an address list of ‘Green-alternative 
and progressive parties in europe’22 which contained party addresses from 18 
western european countries. apart from the members of the coeG some of 
the parties were considered rather awkward bedfellows by most Greens, for 
example the Italian democrazia proletaria; the Greek communist party Interior 
and the party of the Greek left; the norwegian socialistisk Venstreparti; the 
danish Venstresocialistisk parti/socialist left party; the French partie socialiste 
unifié and les renovateur communists, and not least the Irish sinn Féin. most 
Greens felt that coeG must wait for the development of genuine Green parties 
and not consider any left-wing group with some environmental points to make 
as a Green party.

 

stocKholm conGress, 1987: towards a Green twenty-FIrst 
century

The third european Green congress was held in stockholm, 28–30 august 
1987. Three hundred Greens from 20 countries participated. It was reported 
that there were now Green mps in austria, Belgium, Finland, Italy, luxemburg, 
portugal, switzerland and west Germany. In a keynote speech, hannes alfvén, 
the swedish nobel prize winner for physics, called for a ‘Green revolution’. 
In a debate on ‘does a green ideology exist?’, the Italian sergio adreis said he 
preferred ‘theory’ to ‘ideology’: ‘Greens are characterised by pragmatism, the 
capacity to mobilise citizens around a single issue.’ other speakers were Freda 
meissner-Blau of austria, osmo soininvaara of Finland, solange Fernex of 
France, paul staes of agalev, and sara parkin and petra Kelly. Joschka Fischer 
was also invited, but sent a letter of regret, giving as a motive that ‘at the same 
time there will take place a meeting of the Green realos, at which I absolutely 
must participate’.23 to Fischer, the power struggle inside die Grünen was more 
important than the construction of an international Green movement. 

some media attention was given to a fierce attack upon die Grünen by the 
Belgian mep paul staes, in which he accused the party of ‘cultural imperialism 
or ideological colonialism’.24 petra Kelly also criticised die Grünen. Three 
members of the central executive of die Grünen complained after the congress 
that ‘the others look upon us a big brother, but want our money’. however, they 
reported that agalev had apologised for the attack by staes and that the swedish 
organisers were astonished that Kelly had used her speaking time to criticise 
her own party.
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The international media attention was considerable. Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung judged that a first step towards a Green International had been taken,25 
although another Frankfurt newspaper, Frankfurter Rundschau, was of the 
opposite opinion.26 The dutch NRC Handelsblad had the impression that the 
Greens were divided over strategy,27 while the Guardian reported that ‘internal 
feuding threatens Greens’ west German future’.28 In an interview with the 
Guardian, petra Kelly admitted she was afraid that the feuding between realos 
and fundis would destroy die Grünen, but saw hopes in other countries. The 
semi-official magazine of the German Greens29 was adamant: there could be no 
Green International, since the development of the national alternative parties is 
too different. 

In a final remark on behalf of the swedish hosts, the present author 
summarised the situation: ‘we have reached the end of this congress, but not the 
end of the green revolution, proclaimed by hannes alfvén when he opened the 
congress. not even the beginning of the end, but maybe the green movement 
is now close to the end of its beginning.’ a survey among participants at the 
congress revealed some interesting results:30 83% said they believed that Green 
politics was a coherent political way of thinking; 82% could imagine Greens in 
governments; and 72% agreed that Greens are neither left nor right. 

eu electIons 1989: Just BeFore the Fall oF the BerlIn wall

at a meeting on 11–12 march 1989 the coeG adopted a common programme 
for the upcoming european election. The idea of a ‘europe of autonomous 
regions without borders’, as an alternative to the european community, was 
mentioned in the preamble. The programme also took a position against 
military alliances and in favour of a ‘common house of europe’ (after an 
expression by the soviet leader mikhail Gorbachev), which would not 
be possible ‘neither in a bloc-divided europe nor in a western european 
superstate, nor with the existing north-south economic gap’. The great project 
of the european community, a single market since 1992, was described as 
‘profoundly unecological’. It was emphasised that ‘we understand the opposition 
within the european community as in denmark and reject the unilateral 
harmonisation with the eec undertaken by countries like austria, sweden, 
Finland and switzerland’. The programme explicitly declared ‘support for the 
Green parties in these countries in their opposition to joining the eec’. 

In the spring of 1989 die Grünen still demanded ‘an alliance of green, 
alternative and regionalist parties and groups as broad as possible in a joint 
rainbow group in the european parliament’.31 In connection with the fifth 
european Greens congress in paris,32 Le Monde asked if the Greens were 
right-wing or left-wing, concluding that they include two trends, one anti-

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   51 11/06/2015   15:35



52  green parties, green future

militarist, anti-nuclear, libertarian, and close to the left, the other naturalist 
and apolitical. The paper commended the Greens for their struggle ‘for 
environment, disarmament and the moralisation of public life’, and concluded 
that nobody can avoid them.33 

at a coeG meeting at the end of June34 the results of the european elections 
were discussed, which gave a somewhat chaotic picture of the situation. In spain 
there had been four ‘Green’ parties, none gaining any seat. a representative of 
the Irish comhaontas Glas accused die Grünen to have caused them to miss 
out on a seat with petra Kelly’s open support for a non-Green candidate. In 
luxemburg, despite more than 10% of the vote going to Greens, there was no 
Green mep elected because the votes were divided between two competing 
Green parties. The Italian Greens were also split, but both parties won seats, 
Verdi three and arcobaleno two. even les Verts, despite securing 10.6% of the 
vote and nine meps, reported problems because dorothée piermont, number 
1 on the German ballot paper, had been in France supporting the new left list. 
The uK Greens, with sara parkin having a leading profile, had striking success 
with 15% of the vote, but no seats. The uK Greens complained that die Grünen 
had openly supported two labour candidates, which created confusion. The 
ecologist alternative of Greece claimed that they lost out on a seat to a fascist 
party because of another competing ecological party. a lengthy discussion 
about the future parliamentary group followed. should it be only Green or 
alternative and left-wing?

after this relative success in the elections, with Green meps from eight 
countries, a Green parliamentary group, the Green Group in the european 
parliament (GGep), was established, with the following members: agalev 1, 
ecolo 2, die Grünen 8, les Verts 8, Verdi 3, arcobaleno 2, Groenlinks 2, os 
Verdes 1, plus three non-Greens: democrazia proletaria 1, lega antiproibi-
zionista 1 and euskadiko ezkerra, Basque country, 1, comprising altogether 30 
meps. In a press release it was stated that the Greens in the european parliament 
would work according to ‘the political base programme of the eurogreens, 
march 12, 1989, which takes a stand in favour of a europe of autonomous 
regions, without frontiers or military alliances, for an ecological, social and 
democratic development, and against the non-ecological character of the single 
market’. even some non-ec Green parties, including the swedish Greens, 
signed the agreement, which also gave special status to a representative of the 
Green party of england and wales as a member of the group with full voting 
rights, in defiance of the British electoral system. There was also a common 
platform with the regionalists and the danish anti-ec movement. however, this 
was not enough for one of the left-minded German meps, dorothée piermont, 
who decided to resign from the GGep and rejoin the rainbow Group. In a 
coeG-meeting on 30 september 1989 the eternal issue of the Green left of the 
netherlands was settled with acceptance of their membership.
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In January 1990 the coeG had 19 member parties from 17 countries: austria: 
Grüne alternative; Belgium: agalev and ecolo; denmark: de Grønne; Ireland: 
comhaontas Glas; Finland: Vihreä liitto (Green alliance); France: les Verts; 
Italy: I Verdi; luxemburg: dei Greng; portugal: os Verdes and mdp; spain: los 
Verdes; sweden: miljöpartiet; switzerland: parti ecologique/Grüne partei; uK: 
Green party; Germany: die Grünen; estonia: estonian Green movement. There 
also were observer parties from spain, norway and Greece. From the autumn of 
1989 five new co-secretaries took over: heidi hautala, Finland; Gerhard Jordan, 
austria; pierre Jonckheer, Belgium – ecolo; paolo Bergamaschi, Italy; Isabel 
castro, portugal.

Green mps, neutral Greens, eFta Greens

In February 1990 (16–19) the swedish Greens organised in the swedish 
parliament the first conference for Green members of parliament. In the 
invitation it was noted that ‘there are now Green mps in 16 european national 
parliaments, including the european parliament in strasbourg and the people’s 
congress in moscow’. a follow-up conference was arranged later the same 
year in Vienna, but since then special conferences for Green mps have been 
replaced by meetings in connection with congresses of the european Federation 
of Green parties (eFGp) or the european Green party (eGp) or the eu 
parliamentary group.

on 19 February 1989 a special meeting for Greens from neutral countries 
was held in Innsbruck, with representatives from sweden, Finland, Ireland, 
switzerland and austria. a common statement was adopted, insisting that a 
‘credible neutrality is not compatible with ec membership’. at the same time 
the present author, representing miljöpartiet, stated that ‘we must accept that 
the Green parties of the ec countries, except denmark, are not in favour of 
the exit of their countries’. also the eFta Greens met once or twice, but when 
several of them joined the eu in 1994 this came to an end. 

From coordInatIon to FederatIon

In June 1993 at a congress in Finland the coordination of european Greens 
was transformed into the european Federation of Green parties (eFGp). 
In 1996, when the eFGp held its first congress, in Vienna, 21–23 may, there 
were 28 member parties from 26 countries: Belgium, Bulgaria, netherlands, 
luxemburg, Germany, estonia, Greece, malta, Ireland, denmark, austria, 
Italy, Georgia, uK, France, norway, portugal, switzerland, hungary, russia, 
spain, sweden, scotland, Finland, ukraine, slovakia. among the speakers at 
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the Vienna congress were the informal leader of die Grünen, Joschka Fischer, 
the Green minister of environment from Georgia, nino chkhobadze, and 
representatives of Greens from the usa, cameroon and palestine. The Green 
political movement was growing from being mainly west european (together 
with the usa, australia and new Zealand) into a global phenomenon. 

From FederatIon to european party (eGp)

at a congress in rome, 20–22 February 2004, the eurogreens once more 
transformed themselves, this time into a european Green party (eGp). among 
the speakers at the founding meeting of the eGp were German minister of 
Foreign affairs, Joschka Fischer, and the prime minister of Georgia, Zurab 
Zhvania. several participants observed that Fischer’s contribution was less 
Green, and contained more conventional power politics, than Zhvania’s 
contribution, despite the fact that Zhvania had left the Georgian Green party 
ten years earlier. Grazia Francescato, the eFGp spokesperson, boasted that the 
Greens were now ‘a pan-european party that will contribute to shape the new 
enlarged europe as a “green civic power”’.35 

a charter of the european Greens was adopted at the second eGp congress 
in Geneva, 13–14 october 2006. The charter states that ‘Greens stand for 
social justice, for gender equity, for justice between generations, and for 
justice at the global level … Greens want to see less military interventions 
and the implementation of the concept of a civil foreign and security policy.’ 
recourse to military means is only legitimate with an explicit mandate from 
the un security council. The Greens favour that the eu, provided it is open for 
further enlargements, transforms into a truly democratic institution, reorients 
its priorities towards an environmentally and socially sustainable model of 
development, and assumes its global responsibilities, under the un and in 
cooperation with the osce and the council of europe. or, in a nutshell: the eu 
is the right instrument to achieve Green cooperation across europe, provided 
the eu transforms itself into a mainly Green body. 

Before the european elections of may 2014 the eGp adopted a common 
manifesto, with the title Change Europe, Vote Green. It emphasised that ‘europe 
is our common home’ (where europe, according to information given to the 
author by the eGp secretariat, must be understood as the entire area covered 
by the council of europe, i.e. considerably larger than the european union). It 
also demanded a ‘fundamental political reorientation and democratic renewal 
of the european union’ in the direction of ‘fair economic cooperation that 
respects our ecological responsibilities’. It protested against ‘neoliberal austerity 
and short-term greed’ and asserted that ‘our economic model is not sustainable’.

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   54 11/06/2015   15:35



green parties all over the world  55

In a political evaluation of the 2014 common election campaign adopted 
at the Istanbul eGp council in november 2014 it was declared that ‘the eu 
has to change’. It was deplored that ‘anti-europeans, chauvinists and right-wing 
extremists gained in the elections’, while the Green result was mixed, with 
setbacks in France, Belgium, Greece and Germany, signs of recovery in Ireland 
and the czech republic and clear victories in austria, croatia, hungary, 
sweden and the uK. of special interest is the observation that ‘part of our 
success with our campaign came from the fact that we did not get bogged 
down in an abstract pro-eu/anti-eu conversation, but were able to position 
ourselves as the one party among the pro-europeans that clearly insists on 
major change, and the one party among change advocates that reliably defends 
the european project’.

The political evaluation affirmed that this was the third common Green 
campaign for a european election. That was true in the sense that it was the 
third common campaign of the eGp; it also was the first time Greens across 
the eu had participated in the nomination of a gender-balanced pair of top 
candidates, ska Keller (Germany) and José Bové (France). however, common 
Green programmes for european elections have been adopted since 1984, by the 
coordination of european Greens and the european Federation of european 
Greens. participation of Greens in campaigns in eu countries other than their 
own was also common for decades before the establishment of the eGp. This is 
not to deny that cooperation and mutual support has steadily increased, or that 
the eGp secretariat was correct to claim that the 2014 campaign was the most 
transnational ever. 

some european Greens like to see the shift from the eFGp to the eGp as 
a step based upon increased ideological support among european Greens for 
the supranational aspect of european cooperation. however, the determining 
reason for the switch was the introduction by the eu of new regulations in 2003, 
giving organisational, administrative and financial advantages to european 
‘parties’, established according to several detailed requirements. Thus, the first 
european ‘parties’, including the eGp, were established in 2004. In 2014 there 
were 13 recognised european ‘parties’, the eGp being the fifth largest, receiving 
almost 2 million euros annually from the eu.

eu election campaigns are and will for a long time remain 28 (or more) 
national campaigns with an increasing element of common positions, 
statements and manifestations, as well as mutual support, especially among 
Greens. The Green mission is global and must have a strong transboundary 
and international aspect. But the Green parties are also rooted in grassroots 
democracy. to pretend that the european Green ‘party’ is a party similar to 
those that conform to the common use of the concept is not only factually 
wrong, but politically counterproductive, because it creates a false image of 
Greens as adherents of centralised superstructures. 
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It is commendable that the european Greens manage to cooperate more 
in election campaigns and other transboundary activities than other political 
families. But it is also promising that the flawed admiration among some 
Greens for centrally managed supranational structures (in the name of europe), 
according to the 2014 manifesto as well as the political evaluation, has been 
superseded by a well-balanced compromise between the two unavoidable 
dimensions of Green thinking, the global and the local. 

Greens and the eec/eu: From opposItIon to JuBIlatIon to 
hesItatIon

In the 1980s opposition to the european economic community was almost 
without exception a feature of european Green ideology. The eec (from 1992, 
the european union) was considered to be an anti-ecological and militaristic 
project (as shown in several of the statements by the european Greens quoted 
above). everywhere in countries that were not yet members of the eec/eu, 
Green parties were campaigning against membership, especially vehemently in 
sweden, norway and austria, but also in switzerland and Finland. The eec/
eu Green parties criticised the ‘superpower’ ambition of the eec/eu and put 
forward the europe of regions as an alternative. some examples of anti-ec 
statements: In 1988 the swiss Greens said no to the Internal market, which was 
reported in swiss newspapers.36 In december the co-secretaries of the coeG 
in a statement commenting on an eec-summit in rhodes (1 december 1988) 
accused eec leaders of ‘insulting the citizens of europe’. ‘mounting public 
concern over the real effects of the 1992 process cannot be smoothed away by 
any “glossy and impressive” but meaningless common statement issued over 
the week-end.’ Before the european elections of 1989, die Grünen demanded: 
‘superpower western europe – no! cooperation, yes, this single market – no!’

In the mid 1990s the different attitudes among european Greens towards 
the eu could still be observed. The scottish Greens in their manifesto for the 
european elections of 1994 underlined: ‘This manifesto will explain why we 
are still opposed to the eu.’ and when the eFGp adopted a resolution on the 
ongoing Inter-Governmental conference (IGc) on a new treaty for the eu, 
in turin (11 February 1996), swedish, norwegian, english and Irish Greens 
expressed reservations about the common Foreign and security policy (cFsp), 
the monetary union (emu) and the Third pillar (legal and police cooperation) 
because of centralist tendencies in the proposals. however, other more 
‘federalist’ minded parties (Germany, austria and luxemburg) also expressed 
reservations about the majority position that armed interventions by the eu 
could only be made after a mandate from the un or the osce. at the same 
time the common Green position on the IGc clearly stated that ‘achieving a 
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peace oriented cFsp and giving the european parliament more rights are 
important steps towards demilitarising europe and dissolving nato’. 

In 2006 the swiss Greens dropped their opposition to swiss membership of 
the eu, demanding that switzerland should join in order to transform the eu 
into a Green body.37 The swedish Greens followed a similar path two years later, 
when the members decided, with 55.6% in favour and 44.4% against, to drop 
the demand that sweden should quit the eu. 

one reason for giving up the radical resistance to the eu was its subsequent 
enlargement, especially when in 2004 it grew from 15 to 25 members, which 
made the eu ‘the only show in town’ for european cooperation. another 
reason was that despite its bleak record on the environment, the ‘greening’ 
of the eu appears to be the main way of obliging europe to shoulder its 
international ecological responsibilities. a third reason was the fact that, having 
been a red-Green position in the 1970s and 1980s, the negative attitude towards 
the eu had been taken over from the 1990s onwards by xenophobic right-wing 
parties. still, there are clearly distinguishable differences in the attitudes 
among Greens towards the eu. a revealing example was a debate in the early 
2000s in the Green Group in the ep between paul lannoye (ecolo) and dany 
cohn-Bendit (die Grünen and les Verts), both well-known as pro-eu. But in a 
quarrel lannoye exclaimed: ‘I am pro-european, I am not “europeanist”, I want 
to use the eu for Green purposes, but I don’t see the eu as an end in itself.’ 

In a report in 2011 by the Green european Foundation about the future of 
the european union, some 50 experts agreed that the eu must become more 
competent, at the expense of national sovereignty. But they also underlined 
that more democracy and citizen’s participation is needed to overcome the 
crisis of confidence which has followed the euro and debt crises.38 while most 
Greens want to strengthen virtually all other decision-making levels (local, 
regional, european, global), some Greens seem to have bad feelings towards 
nation-state democracy. one reason for this is of course the link between 
nationalism and nation states. But it is not easy to see the logic in siding with 
scottish and catalonian aspirations for national sovereignty while protesting 
against demands in small countries, such as sweden, norway or denmark, for 
the retention of power at the national level instead of transferring it to the eu. 

a Green Keynes: Green new deal

For some years the notion of a ‘Green new deal’ (Gnd) has been popular 
among european Greens. Basically it is a Green version of the new deal of the 
1930s, which was based upon Keynes’ conviction that there is no way out of an 
economic depression via austerity. Le Monde diplomatique39 has observed that 
the concept of a Green new deal was not invented by Greens but by unep 
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(the united nations environmental programme) in 2008. an example of Green 
use of the concept is a book by French Green economist alain lipietz.40 his 
approach is rather far from advocating de-growth; he proposes substantial 
investments to facilitate Green transformation, partly through a federal 
eu budget and common eu taxes. he claims that new jobs will be created, 
for example, if 4.5 million jobs disappear in the car industry, they would be 
replaced by 8.5 million jobs in the public transport sector. likewise, a switch 
to biological agriculture would create millions of new jobs. at the same 
time he predicts a need for fewer working hours. The reviewer in Le Monde 
diplomatique, aurélien Bernier, notes that lipietz is still angry with those who 
voted against the european constitution in the French referendum in 2005, but 
recalls that two decades earlier lipietz pleaded for a unilateral French approach 
with devaluation and ‘intelligent protectionism’.41 why is that model outdated? 
why has the original Green vision of a europe of regions turned into calls for 
more centralised power for the eu? why has the decentralisation of powers 
become almost anathema among leading european Greens? lipietz is one of the 
most inventive of contemporary Green economists. however, the Greens today 
need a balanced combination of his current federalist position and his more 
localised approach of 1984.

east european Green awaKenInG

already before the fall of the Berlin wall the paris Green congress (april 
1989) received a message from Baltic Greens blaming the ussr for ecological 
destruction directed against Baltic peoples, and underlined that the Baltic states 
were occupied, not legal parts of the ussr. The statement was signed by t. Frey, 
of the estonian Green movement, a. ulme, of the VaK/latvian environmental 
protection club, and Z. Vaisvila, of the lithuanian Greens.

In december 1989 the coeG organised a debate about the new situation with 
Green representatives from hungary, Bulgaria, poland, the German democratic 
republic and estonia. a statement was made in which the european Greens 
expressed a hope that ‘people in east europe will achieve complete freedom, 
for instance estonia, lithuania, latvia, Georgia. The German question must 
be resolved in a european framework; the process of unification between the 
two states is a historical process, which should be oriented in an ecological 
and democratic direction.’ with the liberalisation that followed mikhail 
Gorbachev’s becoming the leader of the soviet union in 1985 it was possible 
to start environmental groups that were relatively independent. Quite a lot of 
the frustration was then channelled through Green groups. In several countries 
this brought Green parties good results in the first multiparty elections. Greens 
entered parliaments and even governments. however, this initial upsurge 
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petered out after the collapse of the soviet union in december 1991, which 
was followed by a raw, unregulated form of capitalism. The Greens lost ground, 
sometimes split, and wasted time infighting. 

The structure of the eastern european Green parties was usually traditional, 
with no gender balance and one male president. Their policies were more envi-
ronmentalist than ecologist. as a result of their bad experience of socialism the 
eastern Greens were often naively pro-capitalist. many had difficulties with the 
western Greens’ peace policy and saw nato as a liberator, not as an imperialist 
warmonger. a problem in some countries has been that rich oligarchs have 
tried, and sometimes managed, to buy weak and inexperienced Green parties. 
despite this, Green parties steadily developed throughout eastern and central 
europe, and after some time drew close enough to the western Green way 
of thinking to be accepted as members of the eurogreens. The coeG, eFGp 
and eGp have held many council meetings in eastern and central european 
countries: Budapest in 1990, sofia in 1991, Budapest in 1995, Bratislava in 1999, 
Budapest in 2001, riga and Kiev in 2005, ljubljana in 2008, and tallin in 2010.42

For many years the dutch Groenlinks has organised a Green east-west 
dialogue. during these meetings a rapprochement of opinions has been 
observed, particularly since most of the eastern and central european 
countries have become members of the eu. The ‘casino capitalism’ following the 
collapse of the ussr convinced most eastern Greens of the flaws of the market 
economy. women’s liberation has reached eastward (pussy riot, Femen). and 
lately new types of Green parties have emerged, such as lmp hungary, Zelenite 
Bulgaria, sms slovenia and dom macedonia.

eGp structure

The congress of the eGp is made up of 400 delegates from the member parties, 
proportionally, based upon their latest election results in national or ep 
elections. every member party is entitled to at least four delegates. The congress 
adopts basic programmes and platforms. It is convened at least every five years. 

The Council of the eGp normally meets twice a year and consists of 
around 110 representatives of the member parties, with adjusted proportional 
representation based upon the latest national or eu election; however, every 
member party is entitled to at least two delegates (and every party delegation 
must be gender balanced). The council elects the committee and handles 
applications for membership; it also decides on organisational matters and 
makes political statements on current affairs.

The eGp committee is elected by the council and consists of nine members, 
including two spokespersons (male/female), a secretary general and a treasurer. 
The term for the committee members is three years. The committee members 
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from spring 2015 are co-chairs monica Frassoni (Italy) and reinhard Bütikofer 
(Germany); Gwendoline delbos-corfield (France), steve emmott (uK), panu 
laturi (Finland), lena lindström (sweden), saraswasti matthieu (Belgium), 
maria peteinaki (Greece) and mar Garcia sanz (spain/catalonia), who in 2014 
was elected as secretary general, replacing Jacqueline cremers (netherlands). 
Thus there is a female majority; there is also, however, a strong dominance of 
north western Greens. 

There are a number of networks and working groups affiliated to the eGp, 
including a Gender network and a network for Green seniors. There are also 
regional networks, such as the Balkan Greens, Baltic Greens, etc. The liveliest of 
the affiliated organisations of the european Green cooperation is probably the 
Federation of young european Greens, FyeG. originally most Green parties 
hesitated to start youth branches, because it was assumed that everybody, 
irrespective of sex, age, etc, should work together. But it soon became clear 
that teenagers can have apprehensions about working politically in the same 
structures as their parents. some parties allowed youth groups, and in 1988 
the FyeG was established. It now has 44 member organisations and a lively 
programme. 

The coeG has held five congresses: liège in 1984, dover in 1985, stockholm 
in 1987, antwerpen in 1988 and paris in 1989. There have been nine secretary 
generals of the eFGp and the eGp: leo cox Belgium (1993–94); anne de 
Boer, the netherlands (1994); ralph monö, sweden (1994–99), marian 
coyne, scotland (1999), niki Körtvelyessy, uK (1999), arnold cassola, malta 
(1999–2006), Juan Behrend, Germany (2006–9), Jacqueline cremers, the 
netherlands (2010–2014), and mar Garcia sanz, spain (2015–present).

The eFGp held 15 council meetings between 1994 and 2003, and four 
congresses: founding congress in majvik, Finland, 18–20 June 1993, first 
congress in Vienna, 21–23 June 1996, second congress in paris, 26–28 February 
1999, and third congress Berlin, 17–19 may 2002.

The eGp held 22 council meetings between 2004 and may 2015, and four 
congresses: founding congress in rome, 20–22 February 2004, second congress 
in Geneva, 13–14 october 2006, third congress in Brussels, 27–28 march 2009, 
and fourh congress in paris, 11–13 november 2011.

The Green european Foundation (GeF) is an independent body based 
upon national Green foundations and think-tanks, financed by the european 
union. GeF produces many reports, arranges seminars, and publishes the Green 
European Journal.43

as of January 2015 eGp has 39 full member parties in 34 countries (with 
two members in five countries), associate members in three countries (one of 
which also has a full member party), and candidate members in three countries 
(one of which also has a full member). Thus there are 45 Green parties from 
38 european countries affiliated to the eGp. In addition there are Green or 
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semi-Green parties in another nine countries, most of which have the ambition 
of becoming eGp members (for details of the parties, see the appendix). Thus, 
out of the 47 member states of the council of europe (coe), only one has no 
Green or semi-Green party (san marino), while the non-coe-member Kosovo 
has a Green party. If only the parties with some formal affiliation to eGp are 
taken into consideration, it can be concluded that there are Green parties in 
80% of the states of europe (defined as member states of the coe). If the other 
Green parties are taken into consideration the european coverage increases to 
close to 100%. 

the Greens In the european parlIament

since 1984 there have always been Greens in the european parliament, usually 
around 40, plus some independents or others to make up a parliamentary 
group. Following the election of 2014, the Green/eFa group currently has 50 
members, out of which seven belong to the regionalist group eFa/european 
Free alliance, while five are independent. Thirty-eight are elected as members 
of Green parties. There are Green mps in 23 european national parliaments 
(including catalonia, scotland and northern Ireland). The strongest parties, 
when their number of meps is estimated as percentage of the total number of 
meps from their country, are:

1. miljöpartiet, sweden, 20%. 
2. die Grünen, austria, 16.7%.

Figure 9 Green members of the european parliament on a street demonstration, 1998. 
From the left: The author, heidi hautala (Finland), magda alvoet (Belgium), wolfgang 
Kreissl-dörfler (Germany), Johannes Voggenhuber (austria), wolfgang ullman 
(Germany). photo: unknown assistant of the Greens in the european parliament.
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3. dei Greng, luxemburg, 16.6%.
4. die Grünen, Germany, 11.4%.
5. eelV, France, 8.1%. 

If instead the percentage of national mps (out of the total number of seats in 
respective parliaments) is estimated, the rank order looks a little different:

1. die Grünen, austria, 13.1%.
2. dei Greng, luxemburg, 10%.
3. die Grünen, Germany, 9.9%.
4. miljöpartiet, sweden, 7.1%.
5. socialist people’s party, denmark, 6.7%.

some countries such as the uK and France are hampered by their majority 
election system when it comes to this type of estimation. 

the Impact oF the european Greens

For at least 25 years political scientists have followed and tried to understand 
the Green political phenomenon, mostly based upon studies of european 
Green parties. one of the most knowledgeable researchers on Green parties, 
wolfgang rüdig, has reacted against the unwillingness among many of his 
colleagues to perceive the Greens as something more than just another type 
of protest against the power elite. already in 1990 he suggested that the main 
engine driving the Greens is what they say it is – the new ‘ecological cleavages’.44 
one more traditional researcher, russell J. dalton, after having talked to Green 
representatives in a dozen european countries at the beginning of the 1990s, 
drew the conclusion that ‘we think it unlikely that ecologists will be agents for 
rapid or radical social change … rather than transforming political systems they 
will reform them’.45 at the end of the ’90s elizabeth Blomberg was slightly more 
positive, noting that the ‘greening of politics is now an established phenomenon 
of western european political systems’, but she also claimed that ‘as a group 
working together the success of the Greens has been strictly limited’.46 In 
the early 2000s, John Burchell made a comparative analysis of the swedish 
miljöpartiet, the French les Verts, the German die Grünen and the uK 
Greens.47 his general conclusion was that where the 1980s had been formative, 
the 1990s had seen a setback:

Green parties have clearly changed their organisational structures and, in 
some cases, have taken on board more ‘traditional’ approaches. as with 
the German Greens, all three parties have become more ‘professional-
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ised’ in certain respects, such as those concerning spokespersons and the 
weakening of the rotation principle. however the Green parties still maintain 
a distinctive approach to party organisation, participation and democracy.

Burchell, like all other researchers, finds that despite adaptive moves there is no 
‘evidence for assimilation of the Greens into established party frameworks’. ‘The 
party organisations still attempt to incorporate the values and ideas of the “new 
politics” such as decentralisation, anti-professionalism and participation’.

Finally, a major study in 2008 of 13 Green parties in western europe, the 
usa, australia and new Zealand, comes to the conclusion that while there is no 
doubt most of the parties studied have gone through an adaption process, this 
‘has not killed grass-roots democracy’. while the report admits that the ‘system’ 
has partly succeeded in transforming the Green parties, they have managed to

cling to some specific grass-roots democratic and power-sharing traits, albeit 
moderating them: collective leadership – even though it is now reduced to 
more concentrated versions, such as a pair of (male and female) party ‘co-
presidents’ – direct intervention of rank-and-file members at the national 
level, limitations on simultaneous position-holding and of salaries for 
apparatus leaders as for mps. Thus they now find themselves in some sort of 
intermediate, or perhaps even ‘schizophrenic’ position – we used the image 
of ‘centaurs’, with professional-electoral, efficiency-seeking heads, but still 
amateur-activist, participation-seeking bodies.

The overall conclusion of this research report is that ‘Green parties will likely 
remain a case apart for quite a while.’48 

the Green Impact worldwIde

even the most critical observer whould probably have to agree that Greens 
worldwide have had an impact in at least the following aspects:

1. The most obvious and important impact has of course had to do with 
environmental considerations. every type of pollution and destruction of the 
environment in countries with a Green party will now not only be met by 
demonstrations and protests but will also carry the risk that the politicians 
responsible may lose votes in the subsequent election. scores of environmental 
laws have been passed either under pressure from Green parties or directly 
pushed through by Green ministers. 
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2. The insight that fossil fuels must be replaced by renewables, not by nuclear 
energy, has been strengthened by the presence of Green parties. out of 17 
european countries with nuclear power, only five had any new reactor under 
construction in august 2014. out of the majority of states without nuclear 
energy, only Belarus had a reactor under construction. nobody can deny that 
the presence of Green parties has contributed to stopping plans in countries like 
austria and Italy for the introduction of nuclear energy. In Germany the Greens 
were the original driving force behind the ongoing total dismantling of nuclear 
energy. In Finland the Greens, by twice quitting governments over decisions to 
build new reactors, have guaranteed that the issue isn’t buried under the silence 
of the traditional power elite. In France and Belgium and several other countries 
Greens are also guaranteeing that the nuclear issue remains a political issue. In 
sweden the Greens have succeeded in halting plans to reopen new reactors, and 
in switzerland and the netherlands similar plans have been shelved because of 
the existence of Green parties in parliaments. 

3. The practical implementation by Greens of feminist values and gender balance 
establishes a model that others are tempted by or find it difficult to avoid. 
compared to other political groupings, females are generally in the majority 
among the Greens. however, there are differences between the world regions. 
In western europe, 12 parties are led by co-presidents (in one case, switzerland, 
by two women), six have a female chair, seven a male chair. among the former 
communist states of eastern and central europe only four parties are led by 
co-chairs, three by a female chair, 13 by a male chair. The latvian Green party is 
probably the most male dominated, with two male chair persons and no woman 
either as mp or as member of the Board. however, according to the rule book 
of the eGp (#23.1) ‘The european Green party promotes and encourages female 
and male participation on all political levels. as long as female participation has 
not reached 50% the european Green party will make an extra effort to achieve 
equal gender balance throughout the party and the bodies of the party.’

In the asia-pacific region there are three parties with gender-balanced 
co-chairs, one with a female chair, and 11 with male chairpersons. In africa and 
latin america the system of gender-balanced co-chairs seems to be rare. with 
the exception of a few cases with prominent female leaders, as in madagascar, 
mali, morocco, uganda and Bolivia, the leadership of Green parties is 
dominated by men. however, in the aGF structure, including the six regions, as 
well as the in the FpVa, the level of gender balance is high. 

4. In several countries Greens have acted as a brake on other parties tempted 
to cooperate politically with xenophobic populist parties. The Belgian Greens 
refused to include xenophobes in government negotiations; the Groenlinks 
has, despite a tough environment, remained the most pro-immigration party in 
the netherlands; die Grünen were the promoters of new citizenship legislation 
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which benefits immigrants; in switzerland the Greens stand strong against 
xenophobic populist trends; and in sweden miljöpartiet made an important 
agreement with the right-wing government on liberalised immigration rules in 
order to keep the xenophobic sweden democrats from having any influence on 
immigration policy. 

5. Greens have been active in enhancing equal rights for sexual minorities. This 
has been especially important in less secularised countries where Greens have 
taken considerable risks in defending the rights of lGBt people. In France a 
Green mp administered the first gay wedding. There are also a high number of 
Green mps present at pride parades, enhancing the legitimacy of such events to 
the extent that sometimes even mainstream politicians dare to take part.

the Greens are BecomInG GloBal

Green party politics is becoming less dominated by european Green parties. 
The growth of Green parties in other parts of the world has accelerated in the 
third millennium. If this century is to be a Green one, as predicted by hannes 
alfvén at the stockholm congress in 1987, it must be globally Green.
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Green polIcIes: BuIldInG 

stones oF a Green IdeoloGy

what do Greens have in common?1 do they have anything important in 
common that differentiates them from other types of political parties? do they 
have the same values, the same kind of proposals on how to solve problems? The 
following answer is partly based upon a reading of some 50 Green platforms 
and programmes.2 But other documents have also been consulted in order to 
enlarge the analysis of some pivotal Green issues.

the world accordInG to the Greens

Environmental catastrophe

almost unanimously Greens have a rather bleak perception of the state of 
the world. primarily they see all kinds of environmental threats towards 
mankind and all life on earth. It is the relationship between nature/life/
ecosystem and human activities that are the focus. There is no difference in this 
respect between parties from rich developed countries and parties from poor 
developing countries. In particular a text from the somali Greens disproves the 
notion that considering environmental problems should be some kind of luxury 
for the rich:

one unfortunate anguish that will face somalis long after a solution is 
found for the current political crisis is the damage that has been done to the 
environment of the nation … people have turned to all kinds of illegal and 
damaging activities [such as] the burning of trees and forests for charcoal, 
the poaching of wild animals for leather, and the export of all kinds of 
animals for foreign currency. some of the current environmental problems 
that somalia faces are: the use of contaminated water which contributes to 
health problems; deforestation; overgrazing; soil erosion; desertification; 
merciless poaching of wildlife; recurring droughts; and frequent dust storms 
over the northern and eastern plains in summer. somalia is also one of the 
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uppermost nations listed as a site for the dumping of hazardous nuclear and 
chemical waste by industrialized nations.

The most common Green description of the present situation of the world 
and human life is that it is full of hazards due to climate change, radiation, 
pesticides, desertification, the manipulation of genes, etc. The Bulgarian Greens 
put it dramatically: ‘extinction or reform!’ The message is clear: life itself is 
threatened. This leads to an important question: whose life? 

Population explosion

population explosion has sometimes been a sensitive issue for Greens. does it 
in fact exist? around 1800 there were 1 billion human beings. It took another 
123 years to reach the second billion. since then the increase has been rapid, 
and the un forecast for 2050 is 9 billion. The most well-known dystopia 
based upon an uncontrolled increase in the world population is paul ehrlich’s 
Population Bomb.3 It is full of predictions which have not come true, such as 
the disappearance of the united Kingdom, and global famines. despite such 
snags ehrlich still keeps to his basic conviction, while opponents ridicule 
him by asking if he is hungry.4 In any case, it appears obvious that the more 
humans there are the more environmental space will be needed. as we are 
already overexploiting mother earth, it is correct to say that population increase 
is per se anti-ecological. at the same time, having children is a basic human 
right and an important aspect of the quality of life. Thus the Green response 
cannot involve anything as extreme as forced sterilisation, nor even imposed 
limitations of the number of children a family is entitled to have.

In a Green manifesto from 1988, sandy Irvine and alec ponton stated that 
‘There is a happy relation between women’s liberation and population control.’5 
and indeed, women’s liberation is the only lasting method for keeping the 
population stable. But the manifesto also proposes a number of additional 
measures, some of which are positive, for example free family planning, more 
research into new methods of contraception, the right to free abortion; however, 
there are other proposals that must be rejected, for example, a bonus for not 
giving birth or for sterilisation, tax benefits for those with fewer than two 
children, withdrawal of benefits for a third child, a ban on infertility treatment 
or surrogate motherhood. These proposals are inhuman and also unnecessary. 
some of those countries where women’s liberation has won major victories are 
countries with no natural increase of the population. 

Humanity as starting point

The austrian Greens state that Greens have a non-anthropocentric perspective, 
in which the wider ecosystem is the starting point rather than human beings. 
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Quite a few parties mention other threatened ‘groups’ like animals. most Greens 
mention the need for animal ‘protection’, and only a few use the terminology 
of ‘animal rights’ (such as the swedish and norwegian Greens and the Green 
left of netherlands) or ‘respect for animals’ (catalonian Greens). despite 
strong biocentric feelings among Greens, an idea that appears in some versions 
of ‘deep ecology’, claiming that human beings are ‘only’ one life-form among 
others, has not been taken on board by Green parties. on the contrary, Green 
parties in their practical politics usually adopt a humanity-centred outlook: We 
are threatened when the ecosystem is threatened. That is why we must reform. 
(see also the paragraph on deep ecology in chapter 2).

Scarcity of justice, solidarity, equality, democracy

while offering more or less elaborate or apocalyptic descriptions of the 
environmental hazards that surround us, Green programmes are usually 
less direct in describing the social, economic, cultural, democratic, judicial 
and other aspects of their countries or the world. an exception may be the 
moldavian Greens, who take as their starting point the fact that moldavia has 
the lowest score on the undp human development Index of all european 
countries. most Greens, however, have clear ideas about the state of affairs 
in political fields other than the environment and ecology. But this is treated 
more by proposals to solve existing problems than by direct descriptions of the 
situation that needs to be changed. when the colombian Greens present an 
ethical code for politicians as a major demand it is easy to infer that ethics is a 
rare commodity in colombian politics. The requirements that are listed – the 
primacy of general interest over individual, altruism in political activity, honesty 
in public service, moral responsibility of the political leader – imply that exactly 
these characteristics are lacking in colombia. and when almost every Green 
party explicitly demands ‘social justice’ and ‘global solidarity’ it must be inferred 
that the Green perception is that social justice and global solidarity do not exist 
to an acceptable extent in our present world.

almost all parties have gender equality as a main demand, but it is the 
scandinavian parties that use the toughest language in demanding ‘feminist’ 
policies, despite the fact that women in the nordic countries are hardly the 
most discriminated against. many programmes (though far from all) also 
include sexuality among the aspects where diversity must be promoted. But 
the strongest and most explicit wordings about the rights of gays and lesbians 
are found in some european, american and pacific Green programmes, while 
african and asian Greens more often keep silent. at the same time no Green 
party explicitly expresses anything against equal rights for homosexuals; and 
gender equality can be found in Green programmes in all regions. 
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Environment and ecology first

It is obvious that almost all Green parties are rooted in an awareness of the 
environmental threats against humanity and life. Greens are also aware of huge 
social injustice globally and nationally. Very often they have doubts about the 
quality of democracy in their countries. concerning the formulation of what are 
the main problems of humanity today, there is a rather coherent and common 
outlook among Greens from all over the world. The Greens are absolutely not 
‘single issue’ parties. some parties are keen to emphasise this even in their 
slogans, like Belgian ecolo: ‘a greener earth, a more just world.’ The chilean 
Greens begin their programme with the statement that ‘the ecologist is anybody 
who supports a socio-cultural-economic organisation that permits human 
beings to fulfil themselves in harmonious balance with their fellow beings in a 
responsible relation with the environment they live in’.

But the starting point and the priority is, almost without exception, the 
environmental crisis in all its aspects. as the canadian Greens explain: ‘putting 
environment first in our platform makes sense, because our environment is at 
the heart of our well-being.’ Belgian Groen promises their voters: ‘towards an 
ecological change.’ The German Grünen say that ‘the environment makes the 
difference’. some new and smaller parties have not developed much beyond this 
‘environmentalist’ one-dimensionality. all established Green parties, though, 
have fully-fledged programmes with detailed proposals concerning everything 
from maternity leave to foreign policy. 

Whom do Greens blame?

In general, Green programmes can be weak in explanations. Instead of 
analysis very often there is a kind of ‘blaming’, pointing at somebody or rather 
something, an activity or a trend, which is accused of being guilty. seven major 
‘scapegoats’ have been constructed on the basis of Green programmes. number 
one is growth/industrial society/productivism, which means the dominant 
concentration upon the maximum production of material commodities. The 
Italian Greens put it bluntly: ‘a Green is someone who sees in economic growth 
the original cause of the degradation of our planet’.

The second most frequently identified ‘scapegoat’ is closely related to the 
first: economic globalisation/neoliberalism. The texts of the French Greens in 
particular are full of rhetoric against these phenomena. The turkish Greens 
demand a ‘global struggle against capitalism and neoliberalism’. and the 
russian Greens blame the extreme neoliberalism of the 1990s for many of the 
problems facing their country. The norwegian miljøpartiet goes rather a long 
way in demanding ‘decapitalisation of the means of production   in a way that 
transfers the right of property into forms where it cannot be sold or bought’. The 
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philippine Greens are also far-reaching when they state that ‘all land belongs 
to the community occupying it, never to individuals’. most Green parties 
explicitly accept private ownership and the market economy – less as a matter 
of principle, more because such an economy is considered the least bad system 
known. and almost all Greens emphasise that the market must not be totally 
free, but must be subject to tight controls and restrictions. only among some of 
the eastern european Greens can a more explicitly positive evaluation of basic 
aspects of liberal economy be observed, such as the ukrainian Greens who 
state that ‘private property is the ground for democracy, the basis for economic 
progress and citizens’ social protection.’ 

The third ‘scapegoat’ is again related: big business/transnational corporations. 
The swiss Greens demand that the secretive banking system of their country 
should be abolished: ‘end to the hunt for maximum profits!’ 

many Green parties, of course, blame humanity as such, like the uK Greens 
who state that ‘It is human activity more than anything else which is threatening 
the well-being of the environment on which we depend.’ other more or less 
frequently invoked scapegoats, directly or indirectly mentioned in Green 
programmes, are commercialism/consumerism, colonialism, and central 
state abuses.

This reveals, despite some variations, a unified Green outlook concerning 
the causes of the major problems facing our world. humanity is to blame – 
not the ‘naked ape’ but the human being in his or her capacity as a greedy 
and materialistic producer and consumer who seems to appreciate only those 
things that can be valued in terms of money. This type of system – involving 
neoliberalism, capitalism, economic globalisation, unrestricted markets, profit-
seeking, productivism – not only causes an ecological collapse, it even fails to 
give human beings what they want – happiness, security, health, satisfaction. 
But Greens don’t believe that the alternative is some kind of traditional 
socialism. most imply this without saying so explicitly in their programmes. 
The Brazilian partido Verde, however, says it clearly: ‘pV does not accept the 
narrow polarisation between left and right, we are in front.’

Are there common Green values?

Green programmes don’t usually start with descriptions of problems and 
analyses of causes, but with values. some Green parties are very explicit about 
this. The basic principles of the mexican Greens have a special attraction: 
‘amor, Justicia, libertad’ (love, Justice, Freedom). short, efficient and to the 
point! The swedish miljöpartiet has tried to concentrate its programme in three 
‘solidarities’: with animals, nature and the ecosystem; with future generations; 
and with all the other people in the world. new Zealand Greens have four 
basic values: ecological wisdom, social responsibility, appropriate decision-
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making and non-violence. die Grünen of austria have six basic principles: 
ecology, solidarity, self-rule, grassroots democracy, non-violence and feminism. 
dei Greng of luxemburg adheres to the same basics as the austrian Greens, 
adding another three: structural change of the economy, equal participation of 
immigrants, and the promotion of an ecological and social europe. and the 
us Greens have their ten key values: grassroots democracy, social justice and 
equal opportunity, ecological wisdom, non-violence, decentralisation, commu-
nity-based economy, feminism and gender equity, respect for diversity, personal 
and global responsibility, future focus and sustainability. The Global Greens and 
the european Greens have adopted similar catalogues of basic values. Based 
upon all these programmes and platforms 14 basic Green principles have been 
extracted. They are listed in order of their frequency in the documents studied 
by the present author, but no exact figures are given because it is sometimes 
difficult to judge if a value is present when the exact word is not mentioned:

 1. sustainability/circulation economy
 2. Gender equality/feminism
 3. non-violence
 4. ecological wisdom
 5. social justice
 6. participatory/grassroots democracy
 7. International cooperation
 8. Global solidarity
 9. life quality, not quantity
10. human rights/freedom
11. Biodiversity
12. cultural diversity
13. Fair trade
14. self-reliance

what do Greens propose?

There is, then, a rather widely shared value base among Greens. But what about 
policies? here, rather randomly, one or several policy issues for each of the 14 
basic principles have been chosen for further elaboration, sometimes based 
upon additional documentation.

Sustainability/circulation economy
 

a) Nuclear/fossil fuel/renewable energy. not one of the programmes studied 
even covertly hints that nuclear energy might be acceptable as a replacement 
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for fossil fuels. several parties also have fixed dates for an exit from the oil 
dependence. The czech Greens put rejection of oil as one of their very first 
priorities for the modernisation of czech society. all Greens demand a switch 
towards renewable energy. 

In Germany nuclear power is being phased out by a non-socialist 
government. Following Fukushima, even conservative politicians who were 
previously pro-nuclear power are recognising that it is an impossible form of 
energy in a democratic society. Indeed, even within German industry, insight 
into the unacceptable risks of nuclear power has led to a reappraisal. The head 
of siemens has announced his company’s decision ‘to completely abandon 
nuclear power’.6 however, in several eu countries (and elsewhere) the ruling 
elites have reacted as if the German decision does not affect them. But why 
should Germans accept that some states, like Finland, are expanding their 
nuclear power, thereby exposing the whole of the eu to risks? 
 
b) Organic agriculture/food quality. This issue is very close to the hearts of 
most Greens. some relate it to a revival of rural cultures and lifestyles. several 
Greens are fond of the concept of permaculture, which is an integrated system of 
permanent agriculture, designed to enrich rather than destroy local ecosystems.

c) Reduced transport. most Greens demand a shift of emphasis from road to rail. 
But some consider that transport as such causes the basic problem and must be 
reduced even when it becomes less polluting. Greens from countries where a 
lack of transportation is a major problem are more nuanced, such as the Benin 
Greens: ‘to be able to travel in all africa, locally as well as internationally, the 
Beninians should be able to dream about bicycles, normal trains, express trains 
or air planes, under comfortable and secure conditions.’

d) Enviromental taxes/polluter pays principle. such demands are present in most 
Green programmes and policies. 

Gender equality/feminism 

a) Right to abortion. most parties are in favour, none openly against. however 
some are silent on the matter. In connection with the eGp 2014 election 
manifesto the following remark is found on the eGp homepage: ‘please note, 
the Irish Green party/comhaontas Glas was unable to agree to, and alternattiva 
demokratika registered their objection to, the following: “sexual and 
reproductive rights are essential elements of human dignity. we Greens defend 
the right of self-determination over our own bodies.”’ It is noteworthy, in these 
times of allegations that Islam is more intolerant and reactionary than other 
religions, for example christianity, that the necessity to betray basic principles 
of women’s rights by such a concession to traditionalist and religious feelings 
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was not felt by any of the eGp-affiliated parties working in overwhelmingly 
muslim countries – albania, azerbaijan and turkey – but by two old and 
relatively well-established parties in countries with catholic populations. 

b) Prostitution. everybody wants to fight against trafficking, but some Greens 
(netherlands, Germany) are in favour of the ‘legalisation’ of prostitution as such, 
in order to transform it into a regular profession. They believe that prostitutes 
will thereby become free of the mafia and obtain more social security. others 
(like miljöpartiet) on the contrary support the swedish law (1999) criminalising 
the buyers of sexual services (most often men), but not the sellers (most often 
women). In 2009 Iceland and norway introduced similar legislation and 
discussions about doing so are ongoing in several countries, for example France. 

Non-violence

a) Disarmament. almost all Greens are in favour of disarmament globally and 
nationally. most are also in favour of abolishing general conscription.
 
b) Military intervention only with a UN mandate. most parties accept this 
principle. however the serbian Greens in their programme of 2001 draw 
attention to the fact that ‘the position of Greens in Fry [Federal republic 
of yugoslavia] during the second half of 1999 and during all of 2000 was 
additionally complicated by being unconsciously connected by citizens of Fry 
with those european Greens that voted in favour of military intervention of 
nato against Fry’. 
 
c) Restrictions on arms exports. all parties are either in favour or silent. eu 
Greens want the eu code to have a stronger legal force.7

d) No to military alliance/NATO. most Greens in nato countries seem to 
accept the status quo, while norwegian and portuguese Greens consider leaving 
the pact. Greek Greens demand the ‘cessation of dependence of the eu on 
nato’. croatian Greens say ‘no to nato, no to military alliances’. Greens from 
neutral countries (sweden, Finland, austria, ukraine, switzerland, malta) reject 
joining nato. The Georgian Greens also reject nato membership. australian 
and Brazilian Greens question their countries’ military relations to the usa, 
but some Greens in new nato countries, like latvia, were in favour of their 
country joining.

one of the origins of the Green parties was the peace movement. many 
Greens were pacifists, refusing to serve in the military. today some Greens 
have accepted military interventions and consider terrorism to be a new 
phenomenon which can only be contained by violent military means. Is there 
then any difference between the Green position and the position of any ruling 
elite? we can check by asking a series of questions:
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1. Is it legitimate to respond violently if one’s country is attacked by the 
military forces of another country?

2. Is it legitimate, after a terrorist attack, to attack another country suspected 
of harboring those responsible for the deed?

3. Is it legitimate to use armed force in a struggle of national liberation?
4. Is it legitimate to use armed force while resisting a foreign occupation?
5. Is it legitimate to intervene in sovereign states by force to prevent them from 

attacking other states?
6. Is it legitimate to intervene by force to protect an oppressed population 

against oppression by its own rulers?
7. Is it legitimate to intervene by force against a sovereign, non-democratic 

state in order to effect ‘regime change’ and install democracy?
8. Is it legitimate to support, with arms or military personnel, a legitimate 

struggle of liberation or resistance?

a traditional radical pacifist would answer no to all questions. a classical 
left-winger would probably reply yes to 1, 3, 4 and 8, possibly also 6, and no 
to the rest. a traditional right-winger would reply yes to all, except 3, 4 and 8. 
what about the Green reaction? The Green replies most in line with original 
pacifist Green ideals would probably be something like the following:

1. yes, in the unlikely event of an outright attack by the military forces of 
another state, it would be legitimate to respond with military force. But 
not only violently. There should also be a pre-planned strategy for civil 
resistance.

2. no, not with military force or an attack upon other countries. a terror 
attack is a crime and should be dealt with by police not military means.

3. It depends – every case must be dealt with separately. eta’s violence was not 
legitimate, because in spain it was possible to work for the independence of 
the Basque country through peaceful, democratic methods. what about an 
armed liberation struggle in tibet? It may come, but it would be a pity if the 
radical pacifism of the dalai lama doesn’t achieve a result by itself.

4. yes, armed resistance against an occupation is legitimate, but this doesn’t 
mean that it is always appropriate. In France, norway, etc., it was legitimate 
to conduct an armed struggle against the nazi occupation. The palestinians 
have the same right in resisting the illegal Israeli occupation; despite this, 
the internationally acknowledged organisation of all palestinians, the 
plo, has chosen a non-violent liberation strategy. The choice is up to the 
occupied people.

5. no, not without a mandate from the un. no state may start a ‘preventive’ 
war unilaterally.
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6. yes, given that the un-adopted responsibility to protect may make a 
‘humanitarian’ intervention legitimate, but only with specific un mandate. 

7. no, real democracy can only by established by the people themselves. The 
experience of afghanistan is devastating.

8. yes. to give one example: the swedish Greens, as part of the government, 
have supported the deployment of swedish military instructors in 
Kurdistan to assist the Kurdish forces fighting Islamic state in syria and 
Iraq. unfortunately nothing indicates that any non-violent approach would 
be efficient against the brutal and murderous methods of Is.

Ecological wisdom 

This value is the most important basis for most Green policies. here we will 
mention only two important principles:

a) A total ban or restrictions on genetically manipulated organisms (GMOs), 
permanent chemicals, hormones and antibiotics in meat. such demands exist in 
some form in most programmes. 

b) Precautionary principle. This is included in most programmes.

Social justice

a) Basic income. Greens generally dismiss the ‘work moralism’ which is strong 
in traditional parties. The basic Green belief is that everybody has a right to a 
reasonable standard of living, irrespective not only of sex, race, etc., but also 
irrespective of work. hence the idea of a general basic income as a right for 
everybody. several parties demand (or have demanded) some form of basic 
income, including Brazil (imposta negativa), Germany (Grüne Grundsicherung), 
norway (samfunnslønn), Finland and sweden (medborgarlön). 

one of several proposals for a basic income was put forward by the French 
economist andré Gorz.8 It has been argued that a kind of basic income exists 
in welfare states, where everybody is guaranteed a minimum standard. But 
then usually an application must be made and control by the social authorities 
must be accepted. The radical idea of a basic income is that everybody, as a 
basic right without any conditions or controls, should receive a certain amount 
every month. The counter-arguments are well-known: basic income will cause 
an enormous circulation of money, from taxpayers, via the state, back to the 
citizens, most of whom will neither gain nor lose. why then not concentrate on 
making the rich pay higher taxes in order to develop the social welfare system 
for the poor and those in need? 
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osmo soininvaara, Finnish minister of health 2000–2002 and leader of the 
Finnish Greens 2001–2005, has been champion of basic income, writing a book 
on the subject9 and introducing a citizen’s initiative. according to the proposal 
all other transfer payments would be unnecessary, because every person would 
automatically receive enough to cover basic living expenses. The exact amount 
has been much debated. The Finnish Greens have suggested 440 euros per 
month. The finance tycoon Björn wahlroos, who has come out in favour of 
basic income, has calculated that to completely eliminate poverty, everyone 
should receive 1,166 euros monthly.10

a Basic Income earth network was established in 1986 to support the idea of 
basic income and exchange of ideas.11 

b) Public ownership of social essentials. some Green parties maintain that social 
essentials should be publicly owned or controlled. In the 1990s, the swedish 
Greens actively campaigned for ‘private alternatives’, like cooperative ‘free 
schools’ and healthcare centres, to be financed by taxpayer’s money. however, 
having seen such reforms being usurped by risk capitalists and schools and 
healthcare centres being transformed into objects of financial speculation, 
the party repented, publicly apologised for having been naive, and is now 
demanding an end to profit-making from publicly supported schools and 
healthcare centres. This demonstrates how difficult it is for local initiatives to 
remain clean, idealistic and ecological, when not defended by a strong welfare 
state against the efforts of speculative capitalism to distort and exploit whatever 
can be transformed into a profit-making business. In a report by the Green 
european Foundation it is shown that the entry of profit-making companies 
into the welfare and education sectors has increased all over europe. most 
Green parties oppose this development, but in different ways.12

Participatory/direct/grassroots democracy
 

most Greens are dissatisfied with representative democracy, and would like 
more direct democracy. nevertheless, parliamentary democracy is accepted 
and reforms are proposed, such as proportional representation (where it is 
not already in place), more referenda, a lowering of the voting age (16 or 17 
years), and ethical rules for politicians. one aspect of direct democracy is civil 
disobedience, which some Greens want to legalise under certain conditions.

International cooperation

a) A stronger, more federal, and greener EU. several european Greens express 
general satisfaction with the eu, like the German Greens who say that the eu ‘is 
a success that has brought us 50 years of peace, security and welfare’. others, like 
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the French Greens, want a stronger eu, but on condition that it makes possible a 
more social and ecological europe. Irish Greens oppose the militarisation of the 
eu. Greek Greens demand a ‘new beginning for a constitutional treaty without 
the neo-libertarian suppressive, militaristic, anti-environmental clauses of the 
previous plan’. (see also ‘Greens and eec/eu: from opposition to jubilation to 
hesitation’ in chapter 3).

b) A stronger, reformed UN. unanimously Greens are in favour.

Global solidarity 

Global solidarity is basic to most of the Green programmes. several parties from 
the developed countries demand a Tobin tax, increased assistance to developing 
countries, and the cancelling of debts. 

all Green parties from immigrant countries have a basically positive attitude 
towards immigration, expressed by the canadian Greens when they talk about 
the ‘incredible human potential that 300,000 new canadians bring to the 
country each year’.

Life quality, not quantity

a) Restrictive or liberal drug policy? most programmes don’t mention this issue, 
but those that do are profoundly split. Though all programmes emphasise taking 
a humanitarian approach towards drug-abusing individuals, there is a deep 
division concerning the availability of drugs. some parties (e.g. in scandinavia) 
advocate restrictions, such as a ban on all narcotics (including cannabis) and 
limits on the sale of alcohol. others (netherlands, austria, France, etc.) advocate 
legalisation of ‘soft’ narcotics in order to break the power of mafias, but ‘freedom’ 
arguments are also presented. a special case is Zambia where the Greens 
demand the legalisation of cannabis for its potential to generate export incomes. 

b) An alternative index to GDP. all Greens are dissatisfied with Gdp as an index 
and several parties mention the need for other ways to measure ‘progress’ and 
development (see chapter 2, ‘ecological economics’).

c) Shorter working hours. This is central to several Green programmes, all of 
which agree with the albanian Green formulation: ‘to work less so that all 
can work.’ The French Greens secured shorter working hours during their 
first period in the government. There are two main reasons for decreasing 
work time: 1) to make room for more people to find work – according to a 
report from the Green european Foundation ‘no european country managed 
to achieve a rate of unemployment below 6% without having a mix of at least 
25% part-time workers, with average working hours not exceeding 21 hours … 
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if we reject both massive part-time work and unemployment, the solution is 
to reduce full-time working hours’.13 2) to increase quality of life. The swedish 
Greens managed to introduce a right for anyone to a paid for ‘free year’ if an 
unemployed replacement could be found. It was very popular, but was abolished 
after the right-wing victory in the elections of 2006. Belgian Groen has proposed 
something similar in the form of a time-insurance policy (tijdverzekering). 

d) Anti-commercialism, publicity tax, Green consumerism. demands for a curb 
on advertising were strong in the infancy of Green parties, and several Green 
programmes still contain demands for limitations on publicity, especially for 
certain commodities like tobacco, or products directed at children. some 
Greens demand the introduction or augmentation of taxation on advertising. 
however, it is also claimed that any intervention into free publicity is 
tantamount to a limitation on freedom of expression. some put their faith in 
‘Green consumerism’, partly inspired by the classic Green Consumer Guide,14 
and no doubt ecologically conscious consumers play an important role and 
are increasing in number. an early argument against Green consumerism 
was that to be a perfect consumer ‘a shopper should have to be free to spend 
all day going from one shop to the other’.15 Green consumerism may help by 
steering production towards less damaging products, but as long as the total 
amount of consumption increases, it is hard to believe that the pressure on 
the environmental space can be curbed only by an increase of ecologically 
conscious consumption. 

Human rights/freedom

most Green programmes elaborate on all kinds of threats to personal freedom, 
old and new, not least the technological controls that threaten individual 
integrity. But only about a third of the programmes studied explicitly mention 
equal rights for homosexuals. For some parties this is a very important issue, 
such as Verds d’andorra, whose programme has a special chapter on ‘sexual 
freedoms’. others are silent. But no Green party demands any kind of 
discrimination against homosexuals.

while most Greens emphasise the importance of media pluralism, without 
restrictions imposed by the government, some also warn against other kinds 
of threat to real freedom of expression, like the polish Greens who state that 
democracy is ‘threatened by manipulation of public opinion by media control 
by interest groups, political populism and corruption’. 

Biodiversity 
 

a) No patenting of life. This is a demand in most Green programmes.
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b) Animal rights. animal ‘protection’ is a common demand, but animal ‘rights’ 
are mentioned in only a few programmes. (see also chapter 2, ‘deep ecology’.) 
 
c) Considerate hunting. most Green programmes don’t mention hunting at all. 
Those that do are split. some are in favour of ‘sustainable and environmentally 
friendly hunting’ (latvia), while others are critical of hunting lobbies (France) 
and demand more restrictions (malta). In some parts of sweden local popular 
opinion would prefer to annihilate all wolves, because they eat the elks and kill 
hunting dogs, while Greens want to maintain a sufficient number to guarantee 
survival without inbreeding. 

Cultural diversity

a) Special policy for national minorities. all parties with considerable national 
minorities demand more rights and services for them (new Zealand/maoris, 
australia/aborigines, canada/aborigines, czech republic/roma, norway/
sami, Brazil/aborigines, etc.).

b) Integration for new minorities. most Green programmes talk about diversity 
and demand that cultural differences must be respected. at the same time 
human rights must be upheld. some parties want to ban ‘forced marriages’ 
and ‘veils’. The dutch Green left says ‘live together, go to school together’, and 
demands that children of all religions and ethnic groups should meet at school, 
while other Greens (like the swedish miljöpartiet) accept separate schools on 
religious and linguistic bases as a policy of cultural pluralism.

Fair trade

a) Abolish or reform the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank and the 
World Trade Organisation? some Greens want to abolish one or all of these 
organisations, while others are satisfied to demand radical reforms. most 
Greens have a sceptical attitude towards completely ‘free’ trade and support 
environmentally and socially motivated restrictions.

b) No to the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). The Greens 
in the european parliament have taken a position against the proposed eu-us 
trade and investment partnership, for reasons outlined in January 2015 by 
Green mep yannick Jadot: ‘It is an opaque procedure, which can and is used by 
multinational corporations to whittle away eu standards and regulations across 
a range of policies from the environment to food safety to social protection.’ 
Thus, from a Green perspective ttIp threatens both the environment and 
democracy. The investor-state dispute settlement mechanism (Isds) may, 
according to the Greens, give commercial interests priority over democratic 
decisions made by the european and other parliaments.
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Local autonomy/self-reliance

The local level is close to most Green hearts (see also chapter 1, ‘Green islands’). 
a special variety is bioregionalism, which is based upon the belief that policies 
should be worked out and implemented taking into account the ecological 
integrity of bioregions (for example areas connected by a water system). The 
main promoter of bioregionalism, the american writer Kirkpatrick sale has, 
however, astonished many Greens by arguing that, in the name of diversity, 
there could be not only democratic bioregions, but also theocratic, aristocratic, 
oligarchical, even old-fashioned principalities.16 most Greens would argue that 
a bioregion that is not democratic has no place in the Green vision.

andrew dobson has made a distinction between self-sufficiency (a state 
of absolute economic independence) and self-reliance (a state of relative 
independence). he has put forward arguments against self-sufficiency, and, to 
a lesser extent, against self-reliance: 1) not everything can be produced locally. 
2) The solution to environmental problems requires coordination and planning. 
3) redistribution/social justice requires a central administration. dobson 
remarks: ‘If the market is to be fettered, who is to do the fettering?’ and refers 
to rousseau who in the The Social Contract (1762) came to the conclusion that 
a better society requires a lawgiver to ‘change human nature’.17 perhaps the aim 
shouldn’t be to ‘change human nature’, which sounds like brainwashing, but in 
every society that takes the ecological challenge seriously it must be an aim to 
promote the responsible/altruistic/future-oriented aspect of humans, against 
their irresponsible, egoistic and short-sighted aspect.

a) Local money. one aspect of local self-reliance is local money. as illustrated 
by the ongoing euro crisis, there is an intimate relation between currency and 
self-determination. The recognition that adoption of the euro would entail some 
loss of national sovereignty was a major reason for the decisions by the uK, 
denmark and sweden not to join the economic and monetary union of the eu. 
since the ‘no’ victories in the danish (2000) and swedish (2003) referenda on 
the subject, several of the economic authorities who campaigned for a yes vote 
have admitted that they were wrong. while Greens in non-euro eu countries 
mostly reject joining the emu, most Greens in euro countries want to keep 
the currency. some believe that a common currency and local currencies can 
survive together. several thousand kinds of local money are in use throughout 
the world. one alternative currency, not local but digital, is bitcoin. an aim, 
alongside increasing local power, is to undermine the dominance of the 
speculative banking and money-systems which created fictive riches out of 
nothing. In Greece local currencies have been established to avoid the influence 
of the euro. something similar happened in argentina in 2001, when provinces 
introduced their own currency in order to bypass the banks. another example is 
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lets – local exchange trading systems, which exist in many countries all over 
the world.18 one argument for these local alternatives is that they allow for local 
economic activity despite the failure of the wider society; another is that they 
keep a local community’s money away from the speculations of finance capital.

From a Green point of view it is obvious that the existing money-system is 
at the core of the ecological problem; and the euro is by no means a solution, as 
some believe. It may be true that a common currency abolishes the possibility of 
speculative trading exploiting the differences between national currencies. But 
the euro, like the dollar, is at the same time part of a distorted money-system 
that has made speculative profits possible. local and alternative currencies are 
competing with the major destructive systems. The more different currencies 
there are, the more difficult it is for big capital to secure total control. 
 
b) No interest on borrowing. This is an old demand from some ‘alternative’ 
economists, who maintain that the possibility of being paid just for owning 
money is a basic evil of the anti-ecological system. Quite a few systems have 
been established where borrowing is possible without paying a fixed percentage 
as interest, but sometimes other systems for ‘paying’ the lenders are then 
invented to ensure these alternative systems survive. Islamic banks have a long 
experience of these problems. most Green parties don’t include this type of 
issue in their programmes; some have done so, but then removed it after finding 
the practical difficulties to be considerable.19

 

towards a common Green thInKInG 

as has been shown, on some points Green parties have contradictory opinions; 
on other issues several parties have no clear or declared position. emphases 
are placed differently, and the age, size and place in the political system of each 
Green party will often play a role in the choice of policy. all the same, overall 
there is a very wide sphere of common Green thinking among political parties 
from places as different as sweden and somalia, russia and Brazil, taiwan 
and Benin. when the present author was a member of the Green group of the 
european parliament (1995–2004), critics noted our differences on the issues 
of drugs, prostitution and the federal structure of the eu. These were real, but 
statistics showed that on the whole no other political grouping in the european 
parliament voted together to such an extent as did the Greens. 

In every democratic political group, party or movement there will be 
differences of opinion on certain issues. nevertheless, there is a Green way of 
thinking that has proven strong enough to keep together hundreds of parties 
and groups, hundreds of thousands of political activists all over the globe, in a 
common struggle for an ecologically balanced world.
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5
Greens In GoVernments

In some Green parties the question of whether or not to become part of a 
government was hot in the 1980s.1 The most well-known example was die 
Grünen, where one faction – the fundis – rejected participation in government 
on the grounds that Greens should not administrate an immoral system, while 
the other faction – the realos – actively sought government power. however, in 
most countries Green participation in government in the 1980s seemed utterly 
hypothetical. 

nonetheless, from the early 1990s up to 2015, european Green parties have 
participated in government in 21 countries: Belgium, Bulgaria, czech republic, 
denmark, estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, 
latvia, lithuania, luxemburg, poland, romania, slovakia, slovenia, sweden 
and ukraine. as of January 2015 there were Green representatives in the 
governments of Greece, latvia, luxemburg and sweden. Green parties have 
also participated in governments outside europe, for example in Burkina Faso, 
senegal, Guinea-Bissau, mauritius, Kenya, Vanuatu and mongolia.

types oF Green GoVernmental partIcIpatIon

Structure

The first Greens to enter a government were not the relatively strong west 
european veteran parties, but Greens in central and eastern europe who after 
the collapse of the soviet bloc were offered the portfolio of environment. even 
though these parties enjoyed a short period of relative strength in 1989–90, 
they were not large enough to be needed to form parliamentary majorities. 
Instead, a Green personality – perhaps a professor of biology, agriculture or 
forestry – was individually co-opted to participate in the government. This type 
of governmental participation has also occurred outside europe, for example 
in Kenya, where the nobel prize laureate wangari maathai (1940–2011) was 
Green minister of environment from 2003 to 2006, and senegal, where the 
leader of the Green party (Fedes), haïdar el ali, was appointed minister of 
environment in 2012. 
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only in 1995 was a Green party able to join a government thanks to its 
political strength, when the Finnish Greens secured one ministerial post in 
a multi-party government. however, even then, the support of the Greens 
was not needed to ensure the government a parliamentary majority. rather, 
the Greens were included in order to enable a multi-party government to 
survive the exit of any of the coalition partners. such resilience-creating 
participation in government later followed in several countries, including 
France in 1997. however, when in 1998 die Grünen formed a red-Green 
government with the social democrats (spd) their participation was needed 
to achieve a parliamentary majority; this could be described as a necessity-based 
participation in majority government. a further type could be called a legiti-
macy-creating participation in a minority government, which implies that the 
government, despite including the Greens, doesn’t command a parliamentary 
majority; the inclusion of the Greens is thus due to a wish to secure widened 
support from environmentally and socially sensitive voters. one example is 
the danish socialistisk Folkeparti’s participation in a centre-left three-party 
government from 2011 to 2014, another the swedish Greens’ coalition with the 
social democrats from october 2014. In both cases support from at least one 
more party was needed to secure a parliamentary majority.2 

Political constellation

an important aspect of Green participation in government is the political 
constellation involved: Greens have joined Red-Green governments (Germany, 
France, sweden, Italy and ukraine), centre-left governments (Belgium, 
denmark, luxemburg), a centre-right government (latvia), a broad coalition 
with both right-wing and left-wing parties (Finland), and finally a coalition with 
only right-wing parties (czech republic and Ireland).

Relative strengths

a relevant question is whether Greens join a government after an electoral 
victory or following a defeat. This aspect has no relevance in the cases of 
individual co-optation. In the other twelve cases, nine Green parties joined a 
government after an electoral success, in two cases the electoral setback was 
marginal (sweden and Italy), and only in one case was the previous election a 
clear defeat (denmark).

Categories

of the Green periods in government in former communist countries, eight must 
be characterised as having involved individual co-optation (Bulgaria, estonia, 
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Georgia, lithuania, poland, romania, slovakia and slovenia). The remaining 12 
parties can be divided into a number of categories (+ indicates victory, - defeat, 
(-) marginal defeat in previous election):

structure: resilience necessity legitimacy 

constellation:

red-Green 1. France + 2. Germany + 3. sweden (-)
 Italy (-)
 ukraine +

centre-left  4. luxemburg (-) 5. denmark - 
  Belgium +

Broad 6. Finland +

centre-right  7. latvia +

right 8. czech rep + 9. Ireland +

Green experIence oF partIcIpatIon In GoVernment – By 
country
(For facts about the parties beside their participation in government, see the 
Appendix)

Cases of individual co-optation

Bulgaria
several Green ministers in the 1990s had a background in the nGo ecoglasnost. 
In the period 2005–2009 the Green party was part of the ruling coalition. The 
vice chairman, dimitar Bongalov, was appointed deputy minister of Justice, but 
lost the confidence of the party in 2007 and was replaced by Ilonka Ivancheva-
raychinova. however, the Greens left the government prematurely because of 
political disagreements.

Estonia
In april 1989, the estonian Greens had 12% support in opinion polls and a 
year later their leader, toomas Frey, was appointed minister of environment. 
after independence, interest in the environment faded and the Greens shrank 
to insignificance. however, in 2007, a reorganised Green party secured six seats 
in parliament, which were subsequently lost in 2011.3

Georgia
In the early 1990s Georgia had a strong Green representation in parliament. 
due to the chaotic conditions, however, most of the leading Greens chose 
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to join shevardnadze’s citizens’ union. although the Green party had no 
parliamentary representation, a party member, nino chkhobadze, was 
appointed minister of environment, a position she held for five years.4 

Lithuania
one of the Green movement leaders, Zigmas Vaisvila, was elected to parliament 
in 1990 and signed the lithuanian declaration of Independence. Before 
independence was internationally recognised, he was deputy prime minister.5

Poland
The Greens in poland existed in the 1990s as a group within solidarity, 
the ecological Forum. The eF leader radoslaw Gawlik was minister of 
environment from 1997 to 2000. Thereafter, the polish Greens played a 
marginal role in polish politics. 

Romania
In 1991 the environmental expert marcian Bleahu, a member of the Green 
party mer, was appointed minister of environment. Bleahu lost his post in 
connection with a shipment of hazardous waste for which he was alleged to be 
responsible. The Greens were nevertheless able to retain a small parliamentary 

Figure 10 marcian Bleahu, speleologist and veteran romanian Green, with his wife 
and the author, 1997. Bleahu was minister of environment in the early 1990s. he was an 
example of ‘individual co-optation’, a model of Green participation in government, which 
was common in eastern europe after the fall of communism, but has also been observed 
later in other parts of the world. photo: ulrika Åkesson.
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representation during the 1990s. In 2012 partidul Verde (The Green party) won 
two seats in the framework of a coalition.

Slovakia
slovakian Greens participated in the broad coalition that defeated the 
authoritarian Vladimir meciar in 1998 and as a party in a ten-party coalition 
received a vice minister post, after having gained 2.5% of the vote and four seats 
in the parliament. In 2002, however, the vote dropped to 1% and zero seats. The 
party has not recovered and won no seat in the elections of 2014.

Slovenia
The slovenian Green party was part of the broad anti-communist coalition 
that gained power after the regime change, and several Green ministers were 
appointed in may 1990. however the support for Green politics faded and the 
Green party disappeared. It has in the 2000s been replaced by the youth party.

Limited influence by individual co-optation
The above-mentioned eight cases of individual co-optation are rather similar. 
The Green ministers of environment paved the way for new environmental 
legislation in countries which had no or only fragile environmental rules. 
But when the economic and social costs of the switch from a state-controlled 
to a liberal market economy hit the populations in the 1990s, the Greens 
lost support. while in 2015 there are Green parties which are members of 
the eGp in all these countries, they remain weak and marginalised, with a 
few exceptions: In Bulgaria the Greens participated in a government in the 
2000s. The estonian Greens seemed to make a comeback with parliamentary 
representation, but lost it. In romania a restored Green party has gained two 
mps, and in Georgia there is one Green mp. Individual co-optation may be 
useful in the short term, but has a limited and temporary impact and cannot 
replace the building of a strong Green party.

Red-Green/Resilience

France
In 1997 les Verts, through cooperation with the socialist party (ps), obtained 
six seats in the national assembly. dominique Voynet became minister for 
environment and territorial planning, as part of a multi-party left-wing 
government supported by 319 out of 577 mps; it thus held a majority even 
without the support of the Greens. 

In France 75% of electricity comes from nuclear power. Thus it was a victory 
when les Verts were able to put through a freeze on new nuclear reactors. 
when a conflict erupted between the eu Birds directive and French hunting 
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traditions, dominique Voynet is credited with having found a workable 
compromise. on the other hand, she was accused of mismanaging the problem 
of oil spills after the sinking of the tanker erika off the French atlantic coast. 
overall, however, her ministerial period is considered successful.6 she resigned 
in 2001 to become the party’s general secretary and was succeeded by yves 
cochet until the defeat of the ‘plural left’ in the 2002 election, when les Verts 
got only 4.6%. In contrast, the 2009 european election was a success, with 16.2% 
and 13 seats in the european parliament.

In the autumn of 2011 Écologie-europe/les Verts (eelV) made an 
agreement with the socialist party for a common government, which included 
a promise to reduce the dependence of France on nuclear energy from 75% 
to 50% and to shut down 24 nuclear reactors, introduce carbon taxation, and 
raise income taxes for the richest. The agreement was approved by 74% of the 
150 delegates at a congress in november 2011. In the election of 2012 eelV 
got 5.4%, 17 mps and two ministers, cécile duflot (housing and territorial 
equality) and pascal canfin (international development). however, once again, 
the Green mps were not needed to create a left-wing majority (ps plus some 
smaller left-wing parties had 314 out of 577 seats without the 17 Green mps). 
later, an expert on the history of the Greens in France wrote: ‘The first year 
of the five-year period of hollande is deceptive for all ecologists.’7 Thus, it was 
not surprising that in april 2014 the two ministers, cécile duflot and pascal 
canfin, resigned, partly because of the appointment of former minister of 
Internal affairs, manuel Valls, who had made humiliating comments about 
roma people, as prime minister. But the Greens’ resignation was also a result 
of their disappointment with president hollande, which duflot developed in a 
book published in september 2014: ‘I thought that I would be able to convert 
François hollande to ecology and that he would abandon the austerity policy. 
when I realised   that the presidential period would continue along the wrong 
way, I resigned.’8 duflot maintains that hollande ‘has never been an environ-
mentalist; environment, biological multiplicity, the climate crisis, etc., are alien 
territories to him, as a genuine productivist he believes that growth is the only 
answer’. In the eu elections held a short time after the resignation of the Green 
ministers, eelV lost considerable support, their vote down to 8.9% and 6 meps.

summary: There was strong internal support among French Greens for 
participation in governments, which contributed to the Green victories in 1997 
and 2012. But after participation in government the French Greens suffered 
losses, in 2002 and 2007, as well as at the eu elections of 2014. cécile duflot’s 
description of the socialist president as uninterested in ecological issues is 
worth considering. 

Italy
Federazione dei Verdi participated in the Italian government during 
two periods: 1996–2001, with two ministers consecutively (edo ronchi, 
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minister for environment 1996–2000, alfonso pecaro scanio, minister for 
agriculture 2000–2001), and 2006–2008 (alfonso pecaro scanio, minister for 
environment). according to rüdig the two Green ministers in 1996–2001 had 
influence through a series of new environmental protection laws.9 The minister 
for agriculture achieved a high profile in 2000–2001, particularly by taking 
tough measures against mad-cow disease and a radical line against Gm foods.10

In correspondence with the author in the autumn of 2014, alfonso pecaro 
scanio gives his image of the experience of Verdi in government:

I was minister of agriculture 2000–2001. Then I managed to block Gmos 
in Italy and implemented reforms of agriculture, forestry and fishing. we 
also adopted laws on alternative cultivation and protection of land. Then 
we were again part of a ruling coalition from 2006 … I was the president 
of I Verdi … and from the autumn of 2004 we started work on a common 
programme … our non-negotiable demands were: no to all ideas about the 
rebirth of nuclear energy, an end to subsidies for fossil energy and waste 
incineration, an emphasis on energy efficiency and renewable energy, first 
of all solar energy … we demanded increased support for the protected 
areas, implementation of natura 2000, an end to pointless megaprojects, 
such as a bridge across the straits of messina and a tunnel for high speed 
trains, instead we wanted investment in smaller and public projects scattered 
over the whole country … concerning social issues we demanded a kind 
of basic income for jobless people (redditto di cittadinanza per i cittadini 
disoccupati). I managed to have a flag of peace inserted into the symbol of 
Verdi ... we also worked hard to achieve an opening about rules for de-facto 
couples, especially homosexual couples ... we managed to stop the bridge 
across the straits of messina, delay a decision about the rapid train tunnel; 
we achieved a break-through in solar energy … we created 100,000 jobs in 
the renewable energy sector, including wind and geothermic energy. we got 
the Italian troops out of Iraq, but not from afghanistan. we didn’t manage 
to legislate about de-facto couples and homosexuals … The party congress 
in July 2004 had chosen a president, national council and executive with 
a mandate to participate in a centre-left coalition … among the Greens 
the result was considered excellent … already in the spring of 2005 we 
were rewarded in the regional elections ... we gained in the local elections 
of 2007. In 2008, however, the situation had totally changed, because the 
prodi government was toppled by a collapse of the coalition. pd [partito 
democratico, established in 2007 by a merger of several centre-left parties; 
since 2013 its leader has been matteo renzi, prime minister since February 
2014] pursued a campaign against all left-wing groups and the Greens and 
demanded a vote that was useful for pd against Berlusconi … The Greens 
were obliged to make an alliance with the left only, and that alliance didn’t 
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manage to pass the hurdle. however, pd without the left and the Greens, 
lost the election, Berlusconi and his centre-right won. today stelle (of Beppo 
Grillo) pursues several Green themes and has attracted many Green activists. 

summary: Verdi prepared for participation in government through extensive 
internal democracy. This was, however, not enough to prevent devastating 
splits and defections. It is impossible to know if the electoral losses and the 
eradication of the Greens as an independent force in Italian politics is related 
to their participation in government, or rather an effect of the chaotic political 
landscape in the country. pescaro scanio’s mentioning of Beppo Grillo’s 
movement ‘Five stars’ (which won 25.6% of the vote in the 2013 elections) as 
possibly attracting Greens is interesting. however, even if Five stars takes some 
Green positions, its structure, with one man in control, is at odds with Green 
grassroots democracy. (In January 2015 a senator of Five stars switched to 
the Greens).

Ukraine
ukraine’s Green party (pZu) was founded in 1991, partly in the aftermath of 
the chernobyl disaster of 1986. a well-known environmental activist, yuri 
shcherbak, became party leader and was appointed environment minister. 
however, he resigned in 1992. nevertheless, in 1998 the party managed to make 
a comeback with 5.5% and 26 seats in the parliament. In 2001 one of the leading 
figures in the party, sergei Kurykin, was appointed minister of environment in 
the government led by anatoliy Kinakh (in office 29 may 2001 to 16 november 
2002), who had been an mp during the communist era and later become leader 
of a party which supported the pro-russian party of regions. By 2002 support 
for pZu fell to 1.3% and no mp. The party failed to make political profit from 
its ministerial post and was torn apart by internal division. In the 2012 election 
pZu got only 0.35% of the vote.

Red-Green/Necessity for majority

Germany
die Grünen joined its first regional government (hessen) in 1985 and had 
participated in almost a dozen regional governments before becoming part 
of a Federal red-Green coalition (spd-die Grünen, 1998–2005), in which it 
took three ministerial posts: Joschka Fischer (Vice chancellor and Foreign 
minister), Jürgen trittin (environment) and andrea Fischer (health), who in 
2001 was replaced by renate Künast (consumer affairs and agriculture).11 
one of the party’s successes was to secure a decision on the decommission-
ing of nuclear power within about 20 years. The Greens also had some success 
in terms of pushing through environmental taxes and minority policies, in 
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particular the liberalisation of citizenship rules. natos military action against 
serbia in 1999 became a serious stumbling block, when Fischer’s support for 
German participation caused violent internal protests culminating in Fischer 
having a bucket of red paint thrown in his face during a party congress. Faced 
with Fischer’s resignation threat, however, a majority of the congress gave the 
go-ahead.

after the 2002 election the red-Green coalition remained in power, but 
support for the government later faded. after defeat in state elections in north 
rhine-westphalia in spring 2005, prime minister schröder decided to call 
fresh elections, without consulting die Grünen. The result was a defeat which, 
however, led to the spd remaining in power, in a grand coalition with the cdu, 
while die Grünen were relegated to the opposition. This also seems to have 
been the end of Joschka Fischer’s political career, which many feared would be 
a major setback for the party.12 however, in 2009, die Grünen’s first election in 
opposition following their government involvement resulted in a victory, with 
10.7% of the vote. The result in 2013, however, was significantly weaker, at 8.4%, 
while the eu election of 2014 saw the party return to 10.7%.

In correspondence with the author, ludger Volmer, former secretary of state 
in the red-Green government and author of several books about die Grünen,13 
gave his impressions of the experience of die Grünen as a governmental party:

concerning foreign policy a number of meetings took place in 1997/98 …
This work was successful and we knew that the coalition wouldn’t collapse 
because of the foreign policy [earlier it was considered among media 
commentators that die Grünen were impossible partners in a coalition 
because of the foreign policy]. For some years there had been regular 
meetings between Greens and left-wing spd parliamentarians … But there 
were no formally settled agreements.

already on the night of the elections the executives of both parties made 
statements in favour of a coalition and negotiations started the next day. 
The negotiators for the Greens were: the co-presidents of the party and the 
parliamentary group, the party secretaries and six persons representing 
certain issues (with a balance of women/men and realo/fundi) … The party 
congress (Bundesdelegiertenkonferenz, BdK) as a matter of fact had no direct 
influence over the results of the negotiations … however, there was almost 
no hesitation in the BdK … The red-Greens realised a lot of reforms and 
mastered extremely complicated situations (Kosovo, the 9/11 terror attacks 
in new york and washington, the Iraq war). however, meetings of the 
parliamentary group of the Greens only served the purpose of affirmation of 
the compromises in the government. The party and the parliamentary group 
became a chorus of applause for Joschka Fischer … the media appointed 
him as the only leader and the Greens didn’t want to destroy that image. on 
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this basis Fischer and trittin could divide the whole party between them 
… and after the dissolution of the coalition they weren’t capable of efficient 
opposition activity … during the coalition period many members left both 
die Grünen and spd, because of agenda 2010/harz [a series of welfare and 
labour reforms which critics found too neoliberal], the military activities, 
etc. many of these defectors joined die linke (The left). so far die Grünen 
haven’t recovered from the collateral damage of the coalition … 

summary: die Grünen prepared the way for participation in government 
with a wide and deep internal process. There was no formally agreed 
common programme before the election, but there had been several informal 
preparations made through personal contacts in parliament and elsewhere. 
according to Volmer, however, the internal democracy during the period in 
government was merely superficial; Fischer was allowed to play the role of sole 
leader, which has caused die Grünen ‘collateral damage’, and which may have 
been a contributing reason for the decreasing share of the vote in the election of 
2013. But it is not clear if the party has been caught in a falling trend. according 
to seven opinion polls conducted in december 2014, sympathy for die Grünen 
is between 0.6 and 3.6% higher than their election result of 2013 (8.4%).14

Red-Green/Legitimacy for minority

Sweden
during the period 1998–2006, the swedish Green party (miljöpartiet de 
Gröna) was almost a government party through its close cooperation with the 
social democrat government. The cooperation (in which the left party was 
also included) was escalated step-wise until there were Green political experts 
employed in several ministries. But the prime minister, Göran persson, who 
wouldn’t have had a majority without the support of the Greens, refused to 
accept the entry into the government of Green ministers. The red-Greens lost 
the election of 2006 to a right-wing four-party coalition. Göran persson resigned 
and the social democrats got a new female leader, mona sahlin. The Greens 
decided to demand full membership of a red-Green government; otherwise 
the party would act as an opposition party. after some time an agreement was 
reached with sahlin to go for a red-Green two-party government. however, 
left-wing groups in the social democratic party, as well as trade unionists, 
demanded the inclusion of the left party. This was rooted mainly in the 
suspicions among trade unionists about Green policies. In 2009 negotiations 
led to the adoption of a comprehensive red-Green governmental programme. 
But the election in september 2010 was won by the right-wing coalition. many 
commentators blamed the defeat of the red-Green alliance on the inclusion of 
the left party (however, the Greens got their best result ever, at 7.3%). 
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The election of september 2014 was a disappointment for miljöpartiet. The 
party had done very well in the eu election in June, with 15.4% and four meps. 
however in the parliamentary election miljöpartiet received only 6.9%, a loss 
of 0.4%. one reason given was that a feminist party (Feministiskt Initiativ) had 
a very good election (unfortunately winning just under 4%, thus getting no 
mps). together the red-Greens got more votes than the right-wing alliance, but 
the xenophobic sweden democrats doubled their vote (to 12.9%). none of the 
two major blocks achieved a majority in the parliament. nevertheless, the new 
social democratic leader, stefan löfven, was elected prime minister. he formed 
a red-Green government with social democrats and Greens. miljöpartiet got 
six portfolios (out of 24): deputy prime minister and minister for climate and 
the environment (Åsa romson), minister for education (Gustav Fridolin), 
minister for Financial markets and consumer affairs, deputy minister for 
Finance (per Bolund), minister for housing and urban development (mehmet 
Kaplan), minister for International development (Isabella lövin) and minister 
for culture and democracy (alice Bah-Kunke). The right-wing parties stayed 
together and proposed an alternative state budget, which the xenophobic 
sweden democrats supported. after this löfven declared that he would call 
another election. But between christmas and new year 2014, an agreement was 
reached between the red-Green government (supported by the left party) and 
the right-wing alliance to abstain from a further election; instead it was agreed 
(with a ‘gentlemen’s agreement’, rather than by changing procedural rules) that 
the largest party ‘constellation’ would be allowed to get its state budget adopted 
by the parliament, which meant that the democratic opposition would abstain 
from voting for its own budget proposal. a main aim of this construction was 
to keep the sweden democrats from having political influence. some critics 
objected that this led to parliament having a diminished influence. 

one interesting aspect of this ‘political circus’ was that stefan löfven chose 
continued cooperation with the Greens, despite appeals from anti-Green trade 
unionists to form a one-party social democratic government, which would 
then have been able to get support from right-wing parties on nuclear energy, 
arms exports and similar issues.

Centre-Left/Necessity for majority

Belgium
The late 1990s saw a number of national scandals, from dioxin in chicken to 
the dutroux case (involving the murder of young women).15 a distrust of the 
old political parties contributed to Green success in the 1999 elections: ecolo 
won 7.4% and 11 mps, agalev 7.0% and nine seats. This paved the way for the 
Greens’ entry into a centre-left coalition. numerically, only one of either ecolo 
or agalev was needed to form a majority, but since both parties made it clear 
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that they would either act together in the government or not at all, there was 
a need to involve both of them and each were given two portfolios: Isabelle 
durant (mobility and transport) and olivier deleuze (energy and sustainable 
development) from ecolo, and magda alvoet (public health and environment) 
and eddy Boutsmans (development cooperation) from agalev. 

The Greens managed to convince the government to make a decision to 
opt out of nuclear power; marriage for homosexuals was made possible, an 
anti-discrimination law was adopted, and several thousand illegal immigrants 
were legalised. however, in august 2002 magda alvoet had to resign, which 
she explained in an email to the author in 2014: ‘I can be very clear, I gave my 
resignation because of the weapons export to nepal … I was part of a decision 
that was bad for nepal and bad for my party.’

despite the initial support of the party membership, complications ensued. 
during the government years of 1999–2003 the leadership of ecolo changed 
four times. Finally the ecolo ministers resigned two weeks before the 2003 
elections because of a dispute about night flights over Brussels. This is believed 
to have contributed to the subsequent electoral catastrophe – ecolo’s votes fell 
by more than half to 3.1%, only sufficient for four parliamentary seats.16 agalev, 
which had changed its name to Groen! (Green!), got only 2.5% in 2003, losing 
all their parliamentary seats.17 however, the parties have since recovered. In 
2014 they were back at their pre-government level.18 

In an email to the author in august 2014, magda aelvoet described the 
governmental experience as follows:

There were no negotiations with other parties before the elections … we 
indicated what we called breaking points: things that we would never support, 
because they are unacceptable for a Green party ... we also discussed before 
the elections which parties we would agree to start negotiations with. a 
xenophobic party was excluded, and … it would be very risky for us to build 
a government without the socialists on our side. so inside the party we made 
our negotiation platform (the priorities and breaking points), we indicated 
the people who would lead the negotiations: the party steering group, the 
broadest party level, right under the party congress, elected the negotiators, 
and chose a group of ten party members to whom the negotiators had to 
report … at the end of the process the negotiation results were presented to 
the party congress … Things to be taken in consideration: will you be part 
of a coalition of 2 or 3 parties … in our case 3 parties were needed (liberals 
and socialists and Greens, French and dutch speaking) ... the Greens were 
the smallest party of the three, and we felt very regularly that the two biggest 
made their agreements behind our backs … The communication about what 
you do inside government is of the greatest importance: we did not sell well 
enough what we did; we created a strongly performing Food agency, we 
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voted for an end to nuclear power in the parliament and elaborated an exit 
plan, we fought and won the struggle of the gay marriage, in the agricultural 
field we secured an enormous reduction of the use of pesticides, we managed 
to stay out of the war in Iraq…
 

summary: no negotiations took place before the election. The Belgian 
Greens carefully anchored the negotiations in the party organisation and 
allowed a party congress to make the final decision about the governmental 
agreement with other parties. The Belgian experience indicates the possible 
problems that can arise if more than two parties are members of a coalition. 
It also demonstrates the importance of informing the electorate about Green 
achievements in government.19

Luxemburg
For the first time in its history the Green party of luxemburg entered a 
government following the election of october 2013. The socialist workers’ 
party decided not to prolong the coalition with the christian social union 
of Jean-claude Juncker (since 2014 president of the commission of the 
eu), which lost several seats in the election, after having been the leading 
government party since 1979. Instead a coalition was created between the 
socialists (13 seats), the liberal democratic party (13 seats) and dei Greng (6 
seats), altogether 32 out of the 60 seats of the luxemburg parliament. dei Greng 
got three ministerial portfolios (out of 15) in a government led by the liberal 
xavier Bettel: sustainable development and Infrastructure (Francois Bausch), 
Justice (Felix Braz), environment (carole dieschbourg). 

Centre-left/Legitimacy for minority

Denmark
after the election of september 2011, despite having lost heavily (down from 
23 to 16 mps), socialistisk Folkeparti (socialist people’s party, sF) joined a 
three-party centre-left coalition (sF, radicals and social democrats) led by helle 
Thorning-schmidt (social democrat). sF got six portfolios: Foreign affairs 
(Villy søvndal, party leader), taxes (Thor møger pedersen), environment (Ida 
auken), health (astrid Krag), commerce and Investments (pia olsen dyhr) 
and Business and Growth (ole sohn). despite consisting of three parties the 
government did not have a majority in the parliament (77 out of 175 seats). 
The support from the 12 mps of the left-Green enhedslisten (unity list) was in 
principle enough, but the social liberal radicals often obliged the government 
to get support from the right-wing opposition before proposing a bill, which 
made many left-wing proposals impossible. sF was seriously weakened when 
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internal strife forced Villy søvndal to resign as party president in september 
2012. he was replaced by annette wilhelmsen, who won an internal plebiscite 
with 66% of the members’ votes, against 34% for astrid Krag. In the fall of 2013 
søvndal was hospitalised because of heart problems and resigned as minister 
of Foreign affairs to be replaced by former party leader holger K. nielsen; 
also Jonas dahl (taxes) and annette Vilhelmsen (social affairs) became new 
ministers for short periods. at the local elections in november 2013 sF lost 
almost two thirds of its support in 2009 (down from 14.5% to 5.6%). criticism 
of the bleak results of sF’s participation in government increased, and when in 
January 2014 the government decided to sell a state-owned energy company 
to the private sector, there was a revolt inside sF, Vilhelmsen resigned, and the 
party soon afterwards left the government. pia olsen dyhr was elected new 
party leader. a flagrant sign of sF’s fragility was that immediately two of the 
former ministers switched to other parties, Ida auken to the radicals and astrid 
Krag to the social democrats. In January 2015, sF had low support according 
to opinion polls, 6–8%, which was less than the left socialist enhedslisten 
(unity list).

Broad/Resilience

Finland
The Finnish Greens (Vihreät) were invited to participate in a coalition 
government in 1995 by the social democrat paavo lipponen, with one 
portfolio, environment (pekka haavisto, who was succeeded by satu hassi). 
The Greens were not needed to create a parliamentary majority but wanted 
for balance in a broad coalition, from communists to a right-wing party. after 
success in the 1999 elections the party secured another government post 
(health and social affairs, osmo soininvaaraa). In 2002 a decision on a fifth 
nuclear reactor forced Vihreät to leave the government.20 nevertheless, in the 
election of 2003, the Greens increased their vote to 8% and 14 seats, while 
the result in 2007 was a further increase to 8.5% and 15 seats, after which the 
party was able to form part of a new left-centre-right six-party government 
with two ministerial posts: tuija Brax (Justice) and tarja cronborg (labour), 
succeeded by anni sinnemäki. In the spring of 2010 a major investment in 
renewable energy was driven through. In 2011 the number of votes decreased 
a little, to 7.3%, but a third of the seats were lost. despite this Vihreät retained 
two portfolios: Ville niinistö (environment) and heidi hautala (International 
development and ‘ownership steering’), succeeded by pekka haavisto. hautala 
chose to leave after having been accused of siding with Greenpeace against a 
state-owned petrol company for which she was responsible; by the time she 
was formally acquitted she had already resigned.21 In september 2014 another 
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decision to build a nuclear reactor made it once more impossible for the Greens 
to remain in the government. according to political scientists Jan sundberg 
and niklas wilhelmsson, ‘government experience has changed the party. It has 
come a long way from a movement that was reluctant to become a party of 
importance and coalition potential … This means that the party will not lose its 
importance in the near future.’22

laura nordström, a political assistant to heidi hautala (mep, former mp and 
minister), told the author in an email about some aspects of the governmental 
negotiations:

In 2011, just after the election, Green priorities for participation in 
government were established, by the mps and the members of the 40-person 
party council (puoluevaltuuskunta). of course preparations had been 
done earlier and our party programme also was the election platform ... 
The government was, however, negotiated after the election. The mps 
and the party council together are entitled to decide if the party is to join 
or leave a government. The party council and party board also establish a 
framework for the politics, but the daily political decision-making is made 
by the ministers and mps. The last time we decided to join a government 
it was based on our estimation that the most important of our demands 
were fulfilled.

summary: Vihreät had informal contacts with possible coalition partners before 
the election, but approved a governmental agreement only after the election. 
The party has been very careful about internal democracy. The reaction of 
voters has been divided. 

Centre-right/Necessity for majority

Latvia
latvia’s Green party was given a ministerial post in the early 1990s without 
significant voter support. however, in 2002 the party gained four mps and 
one minster. For a short period a Green even held the position of prime 
minister (Indulis emsis in 2004). since 2006 the Greens have been included 
in a centre-right coalition government. since 2014 they have had six mps and 
two ministers, raimonds Vejonis (minister of defence) and Guntis Belevics 
(health), in the framework of the union of Greens and Farmers, which in 
october 2014 got 19.5% and 21 seats. The 21 seats of the union of Greens 
and Farmers are needed to create a parliamentary majority together with 
the centre-right unity party (23 mps) and the right-wing national alliance 
(17 mps). however, the six Green seats would not have been needed to form 
a majority.
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Right/Resilience

Czech Republic
In 2006, the czech Greens, stranka Zeleni (sZ), gained 6.3% of the vote and six 
seats in the parliament. sZ joined a coalition in 2007 with the right-wing civic 
democratic party (ods) and the christian democrats (cdu). ods and cdu 
together had 104 of the 200 seats in parliament, thus the six Green mps were 
not needed to create a majority. The Greens got four ministerial posts: party 
leader martin Bursik, Vice premier, environment; Karl schwarzenberg, Foreign 
affairs; dana Kuchtova, replaced by ondrej liska, education/youth/sport; 
dzamila stehlikova, replaced by michael Kocab, human rights, minorities. at 
first there was gender balance among the sZ ministers, but later all four were 
men. Bursik and schwarzenberg supported plans for a us rocket base in the 
czech republic. prime minister mirek topolánek made awkward right-wing 
statements and became embroiled in scandals, such as being photographed 
naked at one of Italian prime minister silvio Berlusconi’s swimming-pools. 
These and other issues created internal strife. In 2009 the government lost a 
vote of confidence because four mps from the government bloc (no Greens) 
voted for no-confidence. In the following elections sZ lost all its mps. In the 
eu elections of 2014 there was some sign of recovery, with 3.8% of the vote, but 
no mep.

Right/Necessity for majority

Ireland
In 2007 the Irish Greens secured 4.7% of the vote, six seats and two ministerial 
posts in a coalition with the right-wing Fianna Fáil (77 mps) and the 
right-liberal progressive democrats (2 mps); the six Green mps were needed 
to form a parliamentary majority. an agreement was reached and confirmed by 
86% of the Green members on 13 June 2007. at first two Greens became senior 
ministers, John Gormley (environment, heritage and local Government) and 
eamon ryan (communications, energy and natural resources), plus one junior 
minister, trevor sargent (Food and horticulture) – three men, no woman. 
however in march 2010 the Greens got two more junior ministers, ciaran 
cuffe (horticulture, sustainable travel, planning and heritage) and mary 
white (equality, human rights and Integration) – four male, one female Green 
minister. In government the Greens had to accept projects they had earlier 
opposed, such as the m3 motorway and the use by us military of shannon 
airport. The 2008 budget included energy efficiency tax credits, a ban on 
incandescent bulbs, financial subsidies for bicycles, and a vehicle registration tax 
based on carbon emissions; the 2010 budget included a carbon levy. The Greens 
also managed to pass new legislation granting rights to same-sex couples.
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already in september 2009 the political editor of the Irish Independent, 
Fionnan sheahan, reported that ‘Gormley threatens to pull out’: John Gormley 
sent a letter to his members clarifying his party’s position: ‘If two-thirds of them 
don’t back the new deal, the party will pull out of government.’23 The same year a 
writer in the london-based Mirror summarised the achievements of the Greens 
in government in a devastating way: ‘John Gormley and his party have gone 
back on almost every promise they made at the last election … Before they 
entered Government John Gormley promised there would be no incineration 
and that the tara landscape would be saved. For their loyal support mr Gormley 
has rewarded his constituents with one of the biggest waste burners in western 
europe and tara has a brand-new motorway.’24 

In 2009 the veteran patricia mcKenna left the party in protest at the ‘shift to 
the right’. The 2009 european parliamentary election also saw a setback, with 
vote share down to 1.9% and no mep. local elections in 2009 saw a decline by 
1% to 2.3% and the loss of many members of local councils. comhaontas Glas 
quit the government in January 2011, after having forced the prime minister to 
call an early election, which led to a defeat for the Greens. with only 1.8% of the 
vote all mps were lost.

The Greens did register some successes during their period in government, 
such as legislation on same-sex partnership ensuring almost, but not fully, the 
same rights as married couples (a referendum to introduce full marriage rights 
for same-sex couples was held in 2015, which was won by the supporters), 
introduction of planning reform, an increase in renewable energy, and a 
programme for better insulation of houses. In a book published late in 2011, 
it is alleged that the Green party struck a ‘deal with the devil’ by entering 
into coalition with Fianna Fáil. The author admitted that the Greens had 
irritated its coalition partners with their pursuit of a ban on stag hunting, the 
introduction of civil partnerships for same-sex couples, and restrictions on 
planning. however, this had not been enough to satisfy Green voters; at the 
same time Green issues were pushed aside because of the financial crisis. ‘Their 
three-and-a-half-year period in Government cost them dearly at the polls.’25 
That is true. however, signs have appeared that the party is recovering. at the 
eu election in 2014 the party doubled its votes, to 4.9%, just narrowly missing 
out on a seat. 

polItIcal scIence on Greens In GoVernment

Conditions for Green involvement in government

what is it that determines whether a Green party will have the opportunity to 
participate in a government? rihoux and rüdig think it is important that the 
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parties are deemed capable of government, not least in economic affairs and 
foreign policy. The ‘Green rise to power may not be so much a reflection of 
change of Green parties themselves, but of changed perception of the Green 
parties by established parties’.26 dumont and Bäck have analysed european 
countries with Green parties as potential government partners. They found 
that there is a high probability that, after an election where a coalition has to 
be formed, a Green party will join the government if the political-ideological 
distance between the Greens and the government-forming party is relatively 
small, if the Greens have suffered an electoral defeat before in their history, and 
if they had a different election result in recent elections than the largest left 
party.27 This seems to fit with some of the cases described above.

one example is sweden. The political-ideological distance between the 
social democrats and miljöpartiet has been reduced through cooperation on 
the state budget from 1998 to 2006 and the comprehensive common red-Green 
governmental programme elaborated by the social democrats, Greens and the 
left party in 2009 for the 2010 election. miljöpartiet suffered a crushing defeat 
in opposition, in 1991, when the party lost all its mps. That experience led to 
a series of internal reforms. The eu election of may 2014 showed a decline in 
support for the social democrats and an advance for the Greens. however, 
this trend was reversed in the parliamentary election of september 2014 (even 
if marginally). 

Possibilities of new parties having an impact

according to one analysis, influence can be exercised in two main ways: 
through blackmail potential, or through government potential.28 to some extent 
it may be said of the Greens that the ‘fundis’ are in favour of blackmail, while 
the ‘realos’ prefer to rely on government potential. according to a model of 
their life-cycles,29 parties evolve in several stages: declaration – authorisation 
– representation – blackmail or government. This model is affected by different 
countries’ legal systems, but on the whole it may be true that new parties are first 
formed/launched, then registered/authorised to participate in elections, then 
possibly win parliamentary representation and, finally, can lay claim to political 
influence, either through ‘blackmail’ or by participating in a government. The 
general risks associated with government involvement for all political parties 
are: a) being punished by voters for the government’s (real or perceived) 
mistakes, and/or b) being punished by their own fundamentalist supporters for 
(real or perceived) betrayal. The risk of loss of votes is particularly severe for a 
small party polling around the minimum threshold for entry into parliament. 
The situation can be exacerbated by the risk of being neglected during the 
mundane everyday practice of government. 
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deschouwer argues that government involvement leads to an ‘identity 
change’, in any case for pure protest parties; he attempts to find a common 
pattern for all new parties in government, but fails, not least due to the fact 
that Green parties differ markedly from protest parties. The conclusion must 
be that the kind of ‘identity change’ that can be demonstrated in the case of 
protest parties does not necessarily have to be made by Green parties. This 
does not mean that Green parties are not affected by the exercise of power, but 
they are probably more resilient than traditional protest parties. deschouwer 
observes that new parties have a greater chance of surviving government 
involvement if they have been in existence for several years. a Green example 
could be the czech republic, where stranka Zeleni came into the government 
almost immediately after gaining representation in parliament. The lack of 
experience gained from a reasonable period of time as a parliamentary party 
could have contributed to the party’s setback in the 2010 election. according to 
deschouwer, however, there is nothing to suggest that government involvement 
would lead to ‘strong or radical change’ in the party’s basic ideology, because 
ideology represents a party’s’ raison d’être ‘and therefore cannot be changed in an 
instant’. This is of course stronger in ideological parties, such as the Greens, than 
in protest parties, where the ideology is more diffuse. regarding organisation, 
deschouwer shows that there are changes for parties in government compared 
to their infancy, but that the changes have often been effected before entering 
government, not as a result of it. This is true for several Green parties, such as 
the German and swedish, where the loss of all mps in the early 1990s led to 
wide-ranging reforms of the party organisation. 

What influence do Greens exercise on government policy?

In parliamentary systems it is very rare for a bill to be submitted and processed 
without going through the government, although it is formally possible. The 
government’s central role in law-making is one reason why parties aspire to 
government involvement. There is also direct government power through, inter 
alia, regulations and appointments, and not least, initiatives in foreign policy. 
Generally speaking, an ideological ‘centre party’ has a greater opportunity for 
influence because it potentially might support a different coalition. The same 
goes for an electoral majority-creating party because it determines whether 
the coalition government gets a majority or not. since new parties in general 
are often neither ideologically in the centre nor tactically in the position of 
majority-creators, they often have little influence.30 Green parties, however, 
often claim to be ‘neither left nor right’. In both sweden and Germany there is 
Green cooperation with centre-right parties at regional and local levels, despite 
the organised red-Green co-operation at the national level. die Grünen and 
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miljöpartiet are thus trying to avoid being ‘locked up’ in a left block, which 
would reduce the opportunities for influence. 

The participation of Greens in governments does not appear to have 
influenced the ways in which governmental powers are exercised. This is an 
interesting finding, because it might have been expected that parties with an 
alternative organisation (grassroots democracy, etc.) as a hallmark could 
to some extent influence forms of government. The Belgian ecolo, facing a 
possible renewed participation in a government in 2009, formulated some ideas 
about environmental requirements Greens should make if given positions in 
government: choose a building for the ministerial office that is as ecological 
as possible, taking transport, energy use, etc., into consideration. choose 
eco-labelled equipment. establish tough environmental standards for parking 
and internal communication, valid also for ministers. promote the use of public 
transport, as well as cycling and walking, even for ministers. compensate for 
climate damage when unavoidable flights are made. Introduce ecological, social 
and ethical criteria for all deliveries of commodities.31

a not uncommon apprehension about Green involvement in government is 
that the government’s stability could be threatened, particularly as the Green 
parties are assumed to be more likely to anchor their policies continuously in 
party organisational structures and the parliamentary wing of the party, which 
could lead to a party breaking off its involvement in government prematurely. 
In cases where the Greens have left a government early, conspicuously Finland, 
Belgium, denmark, Ireland and France, it has been due to substantive political 
disagreement between the Greens and the government majority. rihoux and 
rüdig have not found any cases in which the internal divisions of a Green party 
have caused the fall of a government. 

rihoux and rüdig tone down the impact of Green government involvement. 
‘The political options for radical change through Green politics are very 
limited, the Greens in government experience is not a Green revolution.’32 
maybe one governmental period doesn’t achieve a Green revolution. But it 
seems likely that future research will find that the emergence of Greens from 
the middle of the 1990s as partners in government has changed the political 
scene considerably by putting new issues on the agenda, by changing the logic 
of traditional right-wing confrontation, and also by affecting the way politics 
is conducted. one example is the system of gender-balanced co-presidents 
adopted by several Green parties. This gives their political activity a new face. 
In sweden the Greens have managed to get it accepted that when party leaders 
make major public appearances together, the Greens are represented by both 
their speakers, which has of course made some other parties think about 
introducing a similar system.

a risk for Green parties that make excessive demands in exchange for their 
government involvement continues to be that they will not be allowed to join 
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the ruling coalition. This is obvious when it comes to individual co-optation, 
resilience or minority models, as the blackmail potential is small. even if 
the Greens do have a majority-creating position, however, there are other 
options for other parties, more so if the party system is less fixed in a right-left 
dichotomy. one conclusion of this, of course, is that the only sure way to 
guarantee strong Green political influence in government is that Green parties 
are so strong that they themselves become the government-forming party. 
rüdig (2006) drew the following broad conclusions: government involvement 
is not ‘necessarily a bad thing’ for Greens, they may benefit from the increased 
attention and the display of competence. The renewed Green parties have the 
opportunity not only to survive, ‘but to increase public support’. Just as it was 
for the new socialist parties around a hundred years ago, it takes some time 
from the first participation in a government as a minor party to becoming the 
major and dominant ruling party. 

How are Green parties affected by government involvement?

after an analysis of 14 Green government periods in the east and seven in 
the west, rüdig drew the following conclusion: ‘overall it would clearly be 
misleading to suggest that Green parties entering government are bound 
to suffer losses at subsequent elections.’33 according to rüdig there are two 
contradictory approaches that Green parties in government can take to 
minimise the risk of punishment by the voters: a) to govern with some distance 
from the government mandate so as not to appear to share the blame for 
unpopular government measures; b) to very visibly take full responsibility 
for the government mandate so as to demonstrate competence and efficiency. 
certainly, parties often point out that government policy is a compromise and 
make clear what is their real position. For a government party to go one step 
further and suggest that it does not feel jointly responsible for a certain part 
of government policy could be risky. on the one hand, it would be a radical 
way to mark your own profile; on the other, it would create the impression 
of fragmentation and encourage speculation about the government’s early 
collapse. soon after the start of the swedish red-Green government in 2014, 
the Green Vice premier and minister of environment, Åsa romson, drew some 
attention by publicly distancing herself from a decision by the social democrat 
minister of agriculture (in charge of hunting regulations) to allow the hunting 
of a predetermined number of wolves; her declaration was welcomed by 
organisations for the protection of nature and wildlife, while constitutional 
experts remarked that such dissociation on the part of a minister from a 
governmental policy was unheard of in swedish political history. 

In any case, the overall impression is that Green parties have usually 
accepted responsibility for government policy, although demonstrating their 
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own profile. at times when they were not able to do so, they have chosen to 
leave the government, with very different voter reactions. The Finnish case 
involved a question which everyone knew was a core issue for Vihreät, nuclear 
power. In other cases, the reason for resignation, although over Green issues 
(like nightly over-flights, the sale of a state energy company, etc), may have 
been considered less important. one conclusion may be that Green reasons for 
premature resignation from a government must be extremely obvious in order 
to be accepted by the voters.

How are Green policies affected by government involvement?

Three main types of adjustment may be envisaged:

1. strategic alignment, i.e. a political and ideological change of views before 
a government is formed in order to get the party to present itself as ‘ready 
for government’. an example that some analysts have given is the swedish 
Green party’s decision to remove the demand for sweden’s exit from the eu 
from its party platform in 2008. representatives of the Green party have 
explained that the change of position was a response to a changing reality 
and took place after a membership vote and therefore cannot be perceived 
as a strategic alignment.

2. Ideological adaptation, i.e. a change of views during the course of 
government. a striking example is the acceptance by die Grünen of 
Germany’s nato membership at the very beginning of government in 
1998. The new Foreign minister, Joschka Fischer, actually promised, while 
visiting the usa, that die Grünen had abandoned the requirement even 
before it had done so through a regular party decision. 

3. compromise adjustment, i.e. a political/ideological compromise with 
coalition partners in order to allow the formation of a government and/or 
the conduct of government – without involving a change of the party’s own 
opinion. This is by far the most common form of adaptation. while strategic 
and ideological alignment means a permanent shift in Green politics, 
compromise adjustment does not in principle need to have a long-term 
impact. however, political scientist Thomas poguntke has observed that 
after government involvement there is no going back to ‘pure protest and 
criticism’, because the party must now take responsibility for some of the 
things it might really want to criticise.34 Thus, a compromise adjustment 
may turn out to be irreversible.

How does a party become ready for government?

according to political scientist nicole Bolleyer, the answer is that it depends 
on three variables: the party’s relative strength, its ‘ideological compatibility’ 
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(willingness to compromise), and ‘organisational trust’ (a partner must be 
confident that the commitments made will be kept, the government must be 
able to rely on support from the party’s mps in strategic votes). Bolleyer believes 
that several adjustments are needed: 1) anticipatory substantial adaptation: 
the anti-establishment rhetoric is toned down, along with certain ideological 
requirements, and 2) anticipatory organisational adaptation: the organisation 
is adapted to a more centralised leadership, which is ‘clearly more demanding’ 
than ideological or rhetorical adjustment. according to Bolleyer, government 
involvement puts a number of demands on the party organisation: 1) for better 
coordination of the party’s various bodies and agencies, which also carries a 
risk of central control, 2) for more careful selection of party representatives in 
government-related bodies, which carries a risk of discontent among people 
who are not selected, 3) for increased knowledge and expertise at different 
levels in the party, which creates a risk of professionalisation, and a marginalisa-
tion of the grassroots supporters and ‘amateurs’, i.e. the risk of a gulf opening 
up between the party apparatus and party members. In sum, all this leads to 
increased power for the party’s central management body and a change of the 
party from a people’s movement into a power apparatus.35

Joschka Fischer is once said to have remarked that ‘the march through the 
institutions has tended to change the marchers far more than the institutions’. 
There is no doubt that government involvement imposes demands on party 
organisation which the original ‘grassroots democracy’ does not in all 
respects satisfy. 

results oF GoVernment partIcIpatIon For 12 european 
partIes 

In three cases – Germany, Finland and latvia – the reactions by voters have 
been mainly positive, although this trend is not without ups-and-downs. Three 
Green parties have been hit by severe losses in elections or opinion polls and 
still show no sign of recovery, in denmark, ukraine and Italy. Three others 
have also been hit by considerable election setbacks after their periods in 
government, but show, to some extent, signs of recovery, in Belgium, the czech 
republic and Ireland. The Belgian Greens have retaken their positions from 
before the governmental experience. neither the czech nor the Irish Greens 
have so far managed to regain seats in parliaments, but show signs in elections 
that they have a considerable electoral support.36 For three parties it is too early 
to judge: France (although there the meagre result in the eu election just after 
the exit from the government was a warning), luxemburg and sweden, these 
last two having been in government for too short time; however, the result in 
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the eu election of dei Greng and opinion polls in sweden imply that so far the 
voters are satisfied.

why have voters reacted so differently? one reason may be the variable 
success the Greens have had in imposing their policies. however, from the 
accounts above of the Green periods in government it appears that almost 
all Green parties have had some influence, especially upon environmental 
legislation, including energy policy (in favour of renewables, against nuclear 
and fossil energy), but also upon rights for immigrants and sexual minorities, 
and to some extent peace policy. The bleakest record appears to be the danish 
case, while Green government participation in sweden and luxemburg, as just 
mentioned, is too recent to evaluate. There is no obvious discernible general 
correlation between political impact and voter reaction, except possibly in the 
danish case, which is also the only one where the Green party (sF) joined a 
government after a considerable election defeat.

another reason may be the structure of the government. here it seems clear 
that for a party to be needed in order to secure a majority is positive, although 
both the Belgian and the Irish Greens lost heavily before recovering a little. 
In both cases another negatively counteracting factor may have been that 
both parties quit the government prematurely. The same behaviour may have 
contributed to the sF loss in denmark as well as to the meagre result in the 2014 
eu election of the French eelV. probably the only party that has been able to 
quit without being punished by voters is Vihreät. to participate in government 
only to give resilience or legitimacy is risky: out of seven Green parties which 
have done this, four lost heavily – Italy, ukraine, the czech republic and 
denmark – and only Finland has managed it without damage, while in sweden 
and France is too early to say. 

a third factor may be the political constellation of the government. here the 
only hint of a pattern is that joining a government with only right-wing parties, 
as stranka Zeleni and comhaontas Glas did, is hazardous. But with centre and/
or left parties in the coalition the outcome for the Greens may be very varied.

The conclusion – though based upon rather vague and diffuse facts – could 
be that it is better for Greens to join a government

•	 after	an	electoral success (rather than after a setback) 
•	 when	 they	 are	needed to create a majority (not only to contribute by 

giving resilience and/or legitimacy)
•	 when	there	are	not only right-wing coalition partners (but also centre and/

or left-wing partners)
•	 in	addition:	it	is	advisable	to	remain in the government rather than quit 

prematurely.
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There have been exceptions to all these prerequisites, but the more numerous 
the exceptions, the greater risk governmental participation seems to be for the 
future of the party. 

recommendatIons For a Green party enterInG 
GoVernment

By following the recommendations below, Green parties entering a government 
would increase their influence, as well as the prospect of being rewarded by 
voters in future elections, while decreasing the risk of betrayal of basic Green 
values and beliefs:

 1. Join a government primarily after an election victory. a marginal setback 
may be acceptable, but think twice!

 2. don’t join a coalition where all the other partners are right-wingers, only 
join the Greenest possible centre-left, centre-right or Red-Green coalition 
governments! It must be clear to members, sympathisers and voters that 
the coalition 1) is in a credible way the Greenest possible according to the 
parliamentary situation, 2) will pursue a policy that is Green enough to be 
perceived as making real Green progress.

 3. If possible, join a government where the Green votes are needed to create 
a parliamentary majority. otherwise, be sure that the government 
programme is Green enough and the partners credible.

 4. undertake measures to guarantee that government business is conducted in 
an ecological way! 

 5. Don’t join a government with only one Green minister! Green ministers need 
to approach a ‘critical mass’ to be able to retain their moral strength.

 6. Take the environment portfolio! The post as minister of environment is a 
necessity for Green parties. 

 7. Demand a portfolio with power over economic policy! without influence on 
economic policy the Green impact is limited.

 8. Implement a double strategy, including compromises as well as active 
external manifestations of basic Green thinking; compromises should be 
called compromises and not be presented as if they are what the Greens 
really want.

 9. Keep some basic aspects of the Green alternative grassroots structure, like 
rotation, gender balance, collective leadership and non-cumulation of 
positions. a distinct alternative profile – such as two co-speakers (a woman 
and a man) instead of one male party leader – has in many countries 
become an attractive symbol of the Greens. 
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10. Remain in government until its term ends! a party which quits a government 
before the end of an electoral period may be considered irresponsible, if the 
reason is not crystal clear to everybody. as a rule Greens must remain in 
the government until the following election even if that means living with 
some nasty aspects.

at the beginning of the third millennium the political scientist wolfgang rüdig 
came to the following conclusion about the effect of Green participation in 
governments so far:

Generally, Greens in government have not posed radical challenges to the 
status quo, and thus there is little reason to believe that the major political 
parties of the left – and perhaps increasingly the right – will not regard the 
Greens as potential coalition partners. what will be far more difficult for the 
Greens, particularly after their first period in office, is to enthuse voters who 
may be disillusioned with what the Greens have achieved (or not achieved) 
in government.37

The last sentence is of special interest. That Green parties should try 
participation in government if given the opportunity and if the conditions are 
reasonable is obvious. at the same time there are limits to what can be done 
by a government in a democratic state. The necessary transformation into an 
ecological society can only be achieved through struggles on several levels: 
personal, local, regional, national and international. Greens in governments are 
an indispensable part of a Green future, but not the only one.
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For the twenty-FIrst 
century 

according to the 2014 yearbook of the stockholm International peace research 
Institute (sIprI), in recent years ‘there has been an upward trend in fatalities 
caused by state-based conflicts … There has also been a rise in international-
ised intrastate conflicts.’ at the same time ‘there has been a notable decline in 
the number of peace agreements’. The main recommendation by sIprI is that 
the un should ‘take on increased responsibilities as a conflict prevention and 
resolution mechanism’.

large parts of the world, not least europe, have been struck by a social and 
economic crisis that has mobilised huge protest movements and led to the 
creation of new left-wing parties, like syriza in Greece1 and podemos in spain. 
however, the democratic ambitions of the movements which began in the 
arab spring have in most cases been thwarted; the strong momentum towards 
democracy and social justice has deteriorated into civil war (syria), chaos 
(libya, yemen) or the establishment of authoritarian rule (egypt). only tunisia 
still gives some hope for a more democratic development.

Violent Islamism is creating havoc in large parts of the middle east (syria, 
Iraq), sometimes reaching the heart of europe (the terror attacks in paris and 
copenhagen, January/February 2015). some commentators claim that the 
‘clash of civilisations’, predicted by samuel huntington in the beginning of 
the 1990s, has become a reality.2 xenophobic populist parties, claiming that 
an Islamic takeover is imminent, are gaining strength in several european 
countries.

Is there a place for Green politics in this world of seemingly growing conflicts 
of the traditional type, which have plagued humanity for all of its known history 
– conflicts over material goods, political and economic power, territorial control 
and ideological dominance? 
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Good news

a January 2015 press release from diakonia, a think-tank close to the church of 
sweden, calls attention to the fact that despite the bleak and chaotic appearance 
of the world, there is also ‘good news’. some examples: according to the medical 
journal The Lancet the number of children dying because of infections and 
illness has decreased from 9.9 million in 2000 to 6.6 million in 2013, thanks to 
improved healthcare. sri lanka is making a comeback towards democracy, ten 
years after the devastating tsunami. The eu has decided to introduce a register 
of owners in order to combat money laundering. a new un agreement to limit 
the spread of arms has come into effect.3 perhaps then the basic motivations 
behind the emergence of the Green movement and the creation of Green 
political parties are being taken care of? sadly, this is not the case. 

we are transGressInG planetary BoundarIes

There is no end to scientific reports on the human-made dangers to the 
environment and health. some examples from the end of 2014 and beginning 
of 2015: a swedish scientific magazine reports on ‘microplastic – the 
concealed threat in the sea’, which is assembled in enormous quantities, often 
in nano-sized pieces, and does not biodegrade for hundreds or thousands of 
years.4 Le Monde claimes that lead, bisphenol a, and other chemical molecules 
change the development of the brain and diminish the cognitive capacities 
of new generations.5 a German magazine asserts that the destruction of the 
amazon rainforests continues as always.6 a French study establishes that sperm 
quality has degraded by a third, thanks to the effects of bisphenol a, phthalates, 
pcB, etc.7 The who reports that 38 million people are dying every year because 
of noncommunicable diseaces, i.e. heart and lung diseases, stroke, cancer and 
diabetes, 16 million of which are premature and would be preventable if action 
were taken.8 as an example of relevant action the report mentions hungary’s 
introduction of a tax on food and drink components with a high health risk, 
such as sugar, salt and caffeine, which had the effect that the risky consumption 
levels dropped by 27%. In fact, as noted by a major swedish newspaper, these 
diseases are ‘welfare’ diseases, partly caused by the conspicuous consumption 
levels of an unecological growth economy.9

These are only a few examples of the continuous pollution and destruction 
of all parts of the earth by human activities. altogether, we are crossing the 
planetary boundaries of what the earth can manage without the main carrying 
system collapsing. The concept of planetary boundaries was first presented 
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in 2009 by a group of scientists led by Johan rockström of the stockholm 
resilience Institute and willy steffen from the australian national university. 
Their report suggests that if human activity passes certain thresholds there is 
a risk of ‘irreversible and abrupt environmental change’. according to their 
estimation, already three of nine planetary boundaries have been transgressed: 
climate change, biodiversity, and nitrogen in the biosphere. most of the other 
six are now in a risk zone: stratospheric ozone, land-use change, freshwater use, 
ocean acidification, aerosol loading and chemical pollution.10

The basic facts are known and for the most part acknowledged. already in 
2005 the millennium ecosystem assessment of the un, compiled by 1,300 
scientists from 95 countries, asserted that the earth’s ecosystem had deteriorated 
over the previous 50 years and that 60% of the ecosystem services were being 
destroyed. despite this, political decision-makers seem incapable of grasping 
the situation and taking the necessary action. The copenhagen summit on 
climate change in 2009 was a failure. ‘after copenhagen: europe is weeping, 
opec is laughing’, reported Le Monde on christmas eve 2009. also after 
the +20 summit in rio de Janeiro in 2012 the media reported failure. The 
swedish newspaper Dagens Nyheter summarised: ‘If the 49 pages of the final 
document are checked carefully, with its 283 points, it appears that there are no 
concrete commitments.’11

FaIlures emBedded already In rIo 92

maybe the failures have been unavoidable. In section #7 of the rio +20 
draft document, with the visionary title ‘The future we want’, the political 
leaders were supposed to confirm their ‘commitment to advance progress in 
implementation of the rio declaration on environment and development and 
agenda 21’. The rio declaration and agenda 21 were agreed in 1992 – and in 
2012 they still needed implementation! and the commitments of rio 92 were 
not revolutionary. 

on 30 may 1992, 200 Greens, present in rio for the First planetary meeting 
of Greens, made a ‘last minute appeal’ to unced (united nations conference 
on environment and development) where they expressed their feeling that ‘all 
signs point to failure, with dramatic consequences for the environment and 
peoples of the earth’.12 In the appeal the Greens urged the oecd countries to 
introduce energy taxes and phase out nuclear energy. It was also suggested that 
a new un commission, directly elected by the General assembly, should be 
established, with a mandate to oversee the implementation of agenda 21, and 
given the necessary financial means. The appeal estimated that a cut in military 
expenditure of 10% would make it possible to establish a Green Fund of $125 
billion per year to meet the goals of the unced.
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The european Greens could boast before the unced that the european 
parliament had adopted 20 out of 21 Green amendments, which gave the ep 
resolution ‘a decidedly green tinge’. This, however, did not prevent the eu 
commission from missing an opportunity to take on a leading Green role in 
rio. The environment commissioner, carlo ripa di meana (who later became 
leader of the Italian Greens and a Green mep), wanted to go to rio with a 
proposal for a co2 tax. But after ‘an unprecedented lobbying effort by energy-
intensive industries paid off ’, the co2 tax proposal disappeared. The Greens in 
the ep stated that they ‘deplore europe’s abysmal failure of leadership in rio’.

There are two major conclusions to be drawn from rio 92: 1) There is still a 
profound contradiction between quality of life and the ruling economic system. 
2) There is a lack of efficient governance on the global level. an article in Science, 
presented as ‘a key contribution of the science community to the 2012 un 
conference on sustainable development (rio+20)’, proposes a ‘fundamental 
overhaul of global environmental governance’, including the establishment of a 
un sustainable development council.13

late lessons From early warnInGs

In december 2014, five years after the copenhagen climate failure, oxfam, 
climate action network and Friends of the earth unanimously agreed that at 
the preparatory climate meeting in lima, coop 20, ‘nothing has been done to 
prevent the catastrophic effects of the climate change’.14 The political systems are 
obviously not able to react in a responsible way, and not for the first time. 

already more than a century ago the swedish winner of the nobel prize 
for chemistry in 1903, svante arrhenius (1859–1927), predicted, based upon 
his ‘greenhouse law’, that emissions of carbon dioxide from fossil fuels would 
eventually lead to a human-made global warming, a scientific insight that 
political decision-makers took almost a century to accept as fact, but which 
even today has not been met by appropriate counter-measures.15

a couple of seminal reports from the environmental agency (eea) of the 
european union should have shaken the decision-makers, but they passed by 
without significant attention. at the beginning of the third millennium a report 
with the title Late Lessons From Early Warnings was published in which 14 cases 
of serious environmental hazard were analysed in terms of the time-lag between 
the first well-founded warning and the initiation of reasonably adequate 
counter-measures. only in a few, well-publicised cases, like the presence of 
growth hormones in meat and mad-cow disease, was the non-activity period 
‘only’ a couple of decades. In the majority of the investigated cases the period 
of inactivity was between 30 and 100 years, one example being asbestos, the 
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harmfulness of which was established in 1898, although it took the eu until 
1999 to agree on a ban.16 

In 2013 the eea published a follow-up report, in which another ten examples 
were presented.17 one of the most notorious cases of course is lead, about 
which the emperor nero’s military doctor had already sounded the alarm. This 
millennia-old knowledge didn’t prevent the car industry from starting to blend 
lead into petrol in the 1920s, with the result that by the 1970s about 200,000 tons 
of lead was emitted into the air in europe and the usa and then into the blood 
of human beings. despite overwhelming evidence, the major car producers 
pretended that a ban would destroy the car industry. today, when lead in petrol 
has been banned for more than a decade in most countries, nobody regrets 
it. other similar cases treated in the report are tetrachloroethylene, mercury, 
vinyl chloride, biphenol and ddt, which became world famous through one 
of the classics of modern environmentalism, Silent Spring by rachel carson.18 
It would be a gross exaggeration to pretend that these revelatory eea reports 
had any impact. one reason may be that the analysers were not content with 
reminding the public of cases where almost everybody today agrees that 
action should have been taken much earlier (like asbestos and lead), but also 
pointed out the potential harmfulness of nuclear energy, genetic engineering 
and nanotechnology, all three technologies which according to mainstream 
decisions-makers are the keys to a brighter future. 

The utterly insufficient action against climate change, and the eea reports 
on the massive delays between the scientific discovery of a hazard against life, 
humans and the environment, and adequate counteractions by governments, 
show that the problem is not one of a lack of knowledge. a dramatic example is 
that despite an increasing number of alarm bells – e.g. ‘australia urged to prepare 
for influx of people displaced by climate change’19 – the political elite of australia 
abolished the carbon tax from 1 July 2014. The only reasonable conclusion is 
that knowledge of the facts is not enough. political struggle is unavoidable.

polItIcal hypocrIsy

every year in december the right livelihood award (the alternative nobel 
prize) is given out at a ceremony in the swedish parliament.20 The laureates are 
usually highly critical of the existing world order. The ceremony is inaugurated 
with a speech by the founder of the prize, the former Green mep, swedish/
German/British Jakob von uexküll. The laureates are introduced by parlia-
mentarians from the Greens, the social democrats, the left party, the liberal 
party, the centre party and the christian democratic party; only the right-wing 
conservatives usually choose to stay away and the xenophobic sweden 
democrats are not invited. a considerable section of the power elite is present, 

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   112 11/06/2015   15:35



green global governance  113

including representatives of trade unions and business organisations. The same 
people or their predecessors wouldn’t have dreamt of participating in such an 
event in 1980, when the right livelihood award was created. In one of his 
many inaugural speeches, Jakob von uexküll emphasised that ‘continued Gdp 
growth may worsen the situation for most people’. one of the laureates, david 
suzuki, said: ‘The present economic system is basically flawed and unavoidably 
destructive.’ These statements were met with wild applause. when the present 
author asked margot wallström, then eu commissioner, and since october 
2014 the swedish minister of Foreign affairs, what she thought about this, 
the reply was a mona lisa smile.21 why do these representatives of political 
parties which give the highest priority to Gdp growth in their practical policies 
participate in such an event? why do they applaud statements demanding 
de-growth? Isn’t that a demonstration of elite hypocrisy over environmental 
issues? almost everybody pays lip-service to radical action to save our common 
earth. But very few, except the Greens, are prepared to change the economic, 
social and political system that is the cause of the environmental destruction. 
But will the Greens succeed? 

how to aVoId the Iron law oF olIGarchy

In order to achieve a Green transformation the Green parties must resist the 
‘temptations of careerism’. The iron law of oligarchy, developed by the German 
sociologist robert michels in the early twentieth century, states that the larger 
and older a radical movement gets, the more it will adapt to the surrounding 
social and political system; the voluntary activists will turn into salaried 
functionaries; the goals will change from what was originally demanded to what 
is perceived as possible. Greens have been more aware of the hazards of the 
iron law of oligarchy than most other ‘revolutionary’ movements.22 however, it 
is not only personal inadequacy or lack of moral strength that can be blamed 
for the adaptive transformations of old radicals. another important aspect is 
the enemy. how to struggle with volunteers against a professional enemy? how 
to maintain wide internal democratic deliberations if the enemy is a hierarchy 
headed by a leader with a capacity for immediate decision-making and 
implementation? most radical movements have been caught in this dilemma. 

according to the norwegian sociologist Thomas mathiesen, a radical 
movement when adapting is ‘defined in’: it may gain some ‘power’ to participate 
in the administration, but it loses the possibility of affecting basic changes; it 
becomes a competing non-alternative. But if a movement holds to its original 
positions then it is ‘defined out’: excluded from participation in the governance 
of society, and risking deterioration into a powerless sect, it becomes a 
non-competing alternative. The goal of a radical movement is thus to avoid both 
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dead ends and become a competing alternative. The trick to achieving this is to 
refuse a definitive choice, to hold both doors open, in a position that mathiesen 
has called the unfinished status.23 This implies an eternal balancing act, between 
contributing to government bills and taking part in street demonstrations; 
between keeping representatives in office to exploit their experience and 
replacing them regularly in order to avoid the emergence of a leadership caste, 
and so on. The system with two spokespersons (male/female) could be seen 
as an ‘unfinished’ balance between one leader and a collective leadership. to 
keep an ‘unfinished’ system going requires continual and repeated adaptions in 
order not to lose the balance. The enemy should never know for sure where the 
Greens are! 

de-Growth and the return to the rural?

Greens oppose Gdp as a measure for progress and are generally sceptical of 
economic growth. many Greens claim that, on the contrary, what is needed is 
de-growth. The Green goal is no less than to change the paradigm of the society. 
however, what has been called industrial fatalism is so strong that not even all 
Greens dare to stand up to it, but try to find a way out with ‘technological fixes’.24 
This cannot be explained away as cowardice; there are real, respectable reasons 
to be careful. one is that large parts of the world population need and have 
the right to a considerably higher level of consumption. That is why Greens 
or alternative thinking groups outside the well-to-do states of europe, north 
america and the pacific often express apprehensions about ideas of less growth, 
no growth or de-growth. when the malaysia-based Third World Resurgence 
analysed the euro crisis it concluded that an exit from the euro would make 
several radical measures possible, such as the nationalisation of banks and 
Keynesian reforms. however, the magazine warned: ‘a main problem is to 
prevent an exit from the euro resulting in a return to national autarchy.’ some 
de-growth supporters would protest and claim that a return to autarchy is one 
of the aims of the change. The French economist and de-growth theoretician 
serge latouch has even mentioned the amish people in the usa as a relevant 
example for Greens in the twenty-first century.25 he is not the first. The swedish 
professor of biochemstry Gösta ehrensvärd (1910–80) had already in the 
1970s forecast that a return to a rural and agricultural form of life would be 
necessary.26 In several books the swedish author lasse Berg has followed the 
san people of the Kalahari in south africa, who still to a large extent live as 
hunters and gatherers; he argues that this is the original and ‘natural’ lifestyle 
of human beings and that the introduction of agriculture was the great sin of 
human beings.27 The american writer James howard Kunstler has written a 
novel about what would happen if the usa had to roll back 100 years.28 even 
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if Kunstler has no intention of scaring people away from the ‘hand-made’ life, 
he gives a realistic picture of the many severe conflicts that would be generated 
by a move from a high level of material consumption to a radically lower, 
pre-industrial level, especially if the transformation was rapid. so what is the 
correct Green attitude towards utopias/dystopias of a return to the rural society 
of the nineteenth century?

Green transFormatIon = modernIsatIon

The fact is that the rural society of the nineteenth century was a patriarchal class 
society characterised by huge inequalities between rich and poor and women 
and men, and by discrimination against everybody who fell outside the category 
of ‘normal’ – disabled people, homosexuals or people of another colour or 
religion. The same goes for many rural societies today. In principle it is of course 
possible to create rural communities with a gender balance, religious tolerance 
and a high ecological consciousness. undoubtedly many rural societies have 
a very close relation to nature and there are many examples, often referred 
to by Greens, of ecologically motivated protests by peoples in, for example, 
the deep amazon, against the intrusions of ‘modern’, industrialised society. 
some people consciously choose to live in ‘primitive’, rural conditions rather 
than in an urban surrounding. how, then, should Greens act towards existing 
societies which are ecologically sounder than cities, but do not conform to the 
basic values of human rights, gender balance and personal freedom? The main 
reply is probably that the liberation of human beings, such as the liberation 
of women, must come from within. The military invasion of afghanistan, for 
example, didn’t liberate the women of that country. The efforts of the teenage 
nobel peace prize laureate malala yousafzai, from nearby pakistan, were much 
more important and efficient, not to mention those of the radical feminists 
in afghanistan and similar countries who risk their lives in standing up for 
women’s rights. 

Greens must of course defend the rights of indigenous and rural peoples, 
even if they don’t fulfil every aspect of the ethics of human rights. at the 
same time Greens must react against all types of oppression, even if upheld 
by ecologically right-minded groups. while rejecting its excessive levels of 
material consumption, the Green vision embraces several aspects of modernity, 
including freedom of expression and thought, gender balance, sexual freedom, 
scientific research and technological development. when the swedish Greens 
chose as a slogan for a party congress some years ago ‘here modernisation is 
ongoing’, some commentators were confused, but most of the Greens agreed. 
The Green project is not one of returning to imagined earlier paradises, but one 
of modernising in a way that is compatible with the resources of mother earth. 
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the Green mIssIon – chanGe BeFore collapse

however, despite Green efforts to transform the modern world without 
retrograding, it may be too late to avoid dramatic setbacks, even collapses. 
some believe that humanity so far has proved itself incapable of responding 
to the ecological demands for change, and that collapse will be the only way 
to move decision-makers from lip-service to effective action. Jared diamond’s 
survey of states and societies that failed because of their inability to cope with 
environmental hazards is both revealing and frightening. however, he offers no 
example of an ecological collapse leading to insight and the taking of adequate 
measures.29 The idea that a collapse would be a step towards a sustainable 
society is just as far-fetched as the dubious belief of the Baader-meinhof gang 
in the 1970s, or the Islamic state terrorists in 2015, that a total breakdown of 
the old social structures will pave the way for their utopia. From a Green point 
of view an ecological collapse is sign of failure. The Green mission is to effect 
change before the collapse.

ecoloGIsm – neIther capItalIsm nor socIalIsm

already at the end of the 1980s it was alleged that ‘Green capitalists’ would 
adapt the capitalist system to the ecologically necessary demands.30 There have 
been several refutations of this idea, for example by the Belgian ecosocialist 
daniel tanuro, who has explained why Green capitalism cannot work.31 a 
desperate alarm was sounded by the veteran theorist Immanuel wallerstein 
a couple of years ago, warning that the alternative to the present, defunct 
capitalism might be ‘a non-capitalist system that retains all the worst features of 
capitalism (hierarchy, exploitation, and polarisation)’.32 In a foreword to a book 
on ecosocialism by the British Green, derek wall,33 the peruvian revolutionary 
hugo Blanco writes: ‘The capitulation of many green parties to capitalism has 
converted them into anti-ecologists.’ But is that so? many Green programmes 
lack explicit demands to abolish capitalism. But complete implementation of 
most Green programmes wouldn’t be compatible with the continuation of the 
present capitalist system. are Greens then watermelons – green outside, red 
inside? It may be a matter of words. wall emphasises that there is no blueprint 
‘constructed by a committee’; in practical terms he proposes a trial-and-error 
strategy, which is very much the mainstream Green approach.34 wall lists ten 
‘favoured transitional policies’:

 1. defending indigenous control of rainforest and other vital ecosystems. 
 2. allowing workers to take control of bankrupt businesses.
 3. using government bailouts to mutualise resources.
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 4. arms and suV conversion as an essential element of a Green new deal.
 5. legislating for open-source patenting.
 6. land reform. 
 7. massive funding for libraries and other forms of social sharing.
 8. a tax and welfare system to support the commons.
 9. competition reform to reform ownership.
10. social ownership of pharmaceuticals and medicine.

only points 6, 9 and 10 are possibly ‘ecosocialist’, but even these appear in 
‘mainstream’ Green thinking.

why the taInted ‘socIalIst’ laBel For the new ecoloGIsm?

another writer who claims that Green ecologism must be socialist is the editor 
of The Monthly Review, John Bellamy Foster, who claims that Karl marx was an 
ecological pioneer. august Bebel, Karl Kautsky, rosa luxemburg and nikolai 
Bukharin are also presented as early ecologists, even Vladimir lenin is alleged 
to have ‘incorporated important ecological considerations’ into his dialectical 
materialism. Foster admits that the soviet union developed an extreme form 
of productivism, but that was the fault of stalin, who was guilty of ecocide. But, 
he maintains, real socialism is the same as ecologism; ‘thus transformation to 
socialism is the same as transformation to an ecological society’.35 The point 
of using the tainted label ‘socialism’ for the new, untainted ecologism of the 
Green movement is not clear. why waste time and energy trying to explain 
away everything about the old socialism that the new ecosocialism assures 
it does not stand for – like centralised bureaucracy, extreme productivism, 
non-democratic politics, infractions of human rights? why not completely 
avoid the label ‘socialism’ and stick to ecologism? That there are aspects of 
socialism, as there are aspects of other ideologies and philosophies, which are 
essential to contemporary ecologism is indisputable. But to base a strategy 
for Green ecological transformation upon the writings of marx or other 
socialist theoreticians appears to be far-fetched. most of them made important 
contributions to the understanding of social systems, but they were also hard 
materialists and unidimensionally anthropocentric in their outlooks. Green 
thinking is different.

towards a post-materIalIst heGemony

In 2014 erik damman, a norwegian ecologist pioneer since the early 1970s, 
and the founder of The Future in our hands, published a new book, in which 
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he claimed that we need values other than free competition and growth.36 That 
is correct – at the core of the problem are the dominating values. however, 
the dominating values are not unchangeable. already in the early 1970s, the 
american sociologist ronald Ingelhart showed that a growing number of 
people, especially in developed countries, were adopting post-materialist 
values.37 This was a major incentive for Greens, because it was interpreted as 
proof that Green ideals were supported by a change of values in a significant part 
of the population. advocating values that one believes would make the world a 
better place is basic to every political movement. Thus, if Greens want to get the 
support of the majority of the population, they must affect their values. In the 
end it is about what the Italian thinker antonio Gramsci called hegemony, that 
which is considered to be normal by the majority. If the majority of the people 
have short-termist and materialist attitudes it is difficult to secure support for 
ecological proposals which may entail reducing material consumption. But if a 
mood of post-materialism becomes hegemonic, Green proposals have a greater 
probability of being accepted as the wisest. 

 

non-VIolent carnIVals Instead oF saBotaGe and 
conFrontatIonal marches

Civil disobedience, such as refusing to pay taxes, enlist for compulsory national 
service or obey oppressive laws, was a classic tactic of the precursors to Green 
parties, such as the peace and environmental movements. Greenpeace is 
probably the most illustrative example of this trend. a very special form of 
the tactic is what has been called monkeywrenching, a kind a green sabotage 
strategy, mainly used by the us-based group earth First. The expression has 
its origin in a novel by edward abbey’s, The Monkrey Wrench Gang, about 
environmental sabotage in the usa.38 another inspiration has been dave 
Foremans Ecodefense, which includes concrete advice on eco-sabotage.39 

while non-violent civil obedience is and should be a part of Green strategy, 
monkeywrenching and eco-sabotage are usually counterproductive. of course 
a sabotage action may catch the attention of media – but will it lead to a change 
in people’s thinking in the intended way? all experience shows that the result 
is most often a debate about political methods, which serves the interests of the 
enemies of the Greens. one of the most well-known swedish civil disobedience 
activists, per herngren, who in 1984–85 served a 15 month sentence in a us jail 
for having destroyed military equipment together with members of pershing 
plowshares, has argued against protest methods which are similar to the 
activities of the power elite, including mass demonstrations, claiming that huge 
marches of tens of thousands of people are like military exercises and should 
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be avoided by radical movements; instead the alternative groups should stage 
carnivals, festivals and alternative markets in order to catch the imagination of 
people.40 Greens should try to find a balance between joking about people’s anti-
ecological behaviour and respect for their deepest emotions. 

From antI-GloBalIsatIon to alternatIVe GloBalIsatIon

In a way the Greens are confronted by the same dilemma as the russian revolu-
tionaries were after 1917: is ‘revolution’ possible in one country only? dobson 
refers to a dutch study which has shown that the environmental plan of 1989 
would cost 2.6% of Gdp if the netherlands implemented it alone, 0.6% if other 
countries followed suit.41 This is only one hint that a Green transformation may 
be difficult to realise in one country, far less in one local community alone, 
while the rest of the world continues to pursue ‘business as usual’. In 2015 
every corner of the world is linked to every other corner, through economic 
and information exchange via conventional and social media. not even the 
remotest yanomami of the northern amazon, Greenlanders close to the north 
pole, or the san in the Kalahari are completely cut off from the global stream 
of goods and information. how then would it be possible to establish a Green 
ecotopia that would have a chance of survival? The truth is of course that, from 
a contemporary Green point of view, trotsky was right: the revolution must be 
global to stand a chance of survival. In the short term there may have been an 
impression that stalin was right, that it was possible to establish socialism in 
one country. But the system that was his legacy could not survive the pressure 
from a different world. From an ecological point of view it is obvious that the 
Green revolution, even if it starts in local Green islands, must be global to be 
able to achieve its goal – to save our common earth and common future. (see 
also chapter 1, ‘Green islands’).

In 1999 the present author, while attending eu meetings,42 also joined the 
huge demonstrations during the wto summit in seattle. Quite a few of the 
participants brandished Green symbols. The same was the case in prague in 
september 2000, during protests against the summit of the world Bank and 
the ImF. But by the time I participated in the wto summit in doha, Qatar, 
in november 2001, as member of the eu delegation, the situation had 
changed. one reason was of course that Qatar didn’t allow the same influx of 
demonstrators as had been the case in seattle and prague (and many other 
places during the previous years); another reason was the terrorist attack of 11 
september 2001. But in hindsight it is clear that there also was a further reason: 
the anti-globalisation movement sometimes created the wrong impression that 
it disregarded the fact that the world and humanity constitutes a unit, that we 
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are all part of the same Gaia. after some time this was understood and the 
movement changed its slogan to ‘globalisation from below’ or ‘an alternative 
globalisation’, as powerfully expressed in the world social Forum conferences, 
where the presence of Green parties and politicians has always been massive. 
In 2010, ten years after the first wsF conference in porto alegre, Brazil, one 
of the most visible personalities of the movement, susan George, made some 
proposals for the movement to fight for: partial nationalisation and socialisation 
of any banks that receive public money; job-creating Keynesian Green 
infrastructure projects; initiating a debate on income limitations; reinstating 
taxes on wealthy individuals which neoliberalism has abolished, and using 
the proceeds to finance public services; debt cancellation against reforestation 
and bio-conservation in the lowest developed countries.43 This list may seem 
too reformist for some ‘revolutionary’ left-wingers and too left-wing for some 
Greens. But George’s proposals are in fact not very socialist, but rather ecologist. 
without a profound change of the international financial system the transfor-
mations that Green policies could achieve will be very limited.

That some eu countries have decided to introduce, from 1 January 2016, 
a tobin tax on financial transactions is a small but important beginning. The 
actions by the eu against tax havens are also steps in a positive direction. 
despite everything, the international system is not made up only of the world 
Bank, the ImF and davos conferences and other anti-ecological or hypocritical 
institutions and events of the power elite. Greens should recognise that there 
has also been another trend, a kind of alternative globalisation from above, led by 
powerful organisations, from at least the 1972 un environmental conference in 
stockholm which led to the establishment of the united nations environmental 
programme (unep), with headquarters in nairobi. Then followed the 
Brundtland report in 1987, Our Common Future, which led to unced rio 
92.44 In Johannesburg 2002 there was the rio +10 conference. despite the 
meagre results of such major summits, some multinational environmental 
agreements have been achieved: on the protection of wetlands 1971; the 
convention on International trade in endangered species of wild Fauna and 
Flora (cItes) 1973; the Vienna convention 1985/montreal protocol 1987, on 
ozone depletion; the Basel convention 1989, on hazardous waste; hazardous 
chemicals, rotterdam 1998; bio-safety, cartagena protocol 2000; persistent 
organic pollutants, stockholm 2001. In 2009 unfounded accusations made 
against the Ipcc for manipulation of the facts received enormous attention 
and triggered hilarious reactions from climate-deniers; this revealed that all 
kinds of criticism of the anti-ecological hegemony, not only from Green parties, 
environmental nGos and alternative manifestations, but also when it comes 
from within the power elite, will be confronted by vicious counter-measures 
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from political and financial groups which have vested interests in ‘business as 
usual’. 

For Green political parties, besides being active on the grassroots level and 
present at wsF and similar international meetings, it is also important to take 
part in and influence the established policies of alternative globalisation from 
above, pursued by institutions like eea, unep, Ipcc and others. 

Green democracy Instead oF chInese  
eco-authorItarIansIm

according to the Belgian sociologist marc de Vos, ‘china is king of capitalism 
4.0 and has the key to the future.’45 Is that true? Is authoritarian china the 
model for the future? There are signs in that direction. ‘we are trying to 
maintain constant growth while at the same time wanting to protect the 
environment. This is a contradiction’, vice minister li Jinjun told a visitors’ 
group from the european Green party at the beginning of January 2014 (led 
by philippe lamberts, mep). similar views were expressed by chinese rep-
resentatives throughout the week-long visit which, in addition to discussions 
in Beijing with representatives of the central government and city authorities, 
also included a visit to hanergy pV Group’s massive solar-panel field in 
Qinghai and to the headquarters of the It giant huawei in shenzhen. when 
in china, it is impossible to avoid the impression that the country has the 
biggest environmental problems in the world, while at the same time it is 
seen as becoming a world leader in environmentally friendly technology. The 
environment ministry has calculated that air pollution has caused Gdp to fall 
by 2.5%. prime minister li Keqiang declared in march 2013 that ‘china cannot 
sacrifice the environment in the interests of growth.’ That does not mean that 
china’s leadership believes in zero growth or de-growth. even if china is a 
world leader in environmental pollution, it will still be a long time before the 
country reaches the same level of consumption as the eu or the usa. to take 
just one example: in 2000 1.8 million cars were sold in china and 17.4 million 
in the usa; in 2013 the figure in china had risen to 21 million, and in 2020 it is 
expected to reach 34.7 million, which is twice as many as are sold in the usa. 
But in spite of this rapid growth in car sales, in 2020 there will still only be 16 
cars per 100 inhabitants (aged 15–79) in china, as against 99 in the usa and 69 
in Germany. It is facts like these which lead chinese representatives to insist on 
calling china a ‘developing country’. 

according to an opinion poll conducted in september 2013, the chinese 
people’s concern about the environment is growing rapidly. From 2008 to 2013 
the proportion of people who were concerned about air quality increased from 
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31% to 47%; in relation to food safety the figure rose from 12% to 38%; and 
on water quality from 28% to 40%.46 This raises the question as to whether the 
centrally determined objectives are actually implemented. some observers 
have doubted the existence of a central state in china that is capable of taking 
decisions. ‘There is no single market in china’, claimed an official of the eu 
delegation in Beijing. a similar picture has been given by Jonathan waters, 
who maintains that china embodies the worst features both of dictatorship and 
democracy. ‘power lies neither at the top nor the bottom but within the middle 
class of developers, polluters and local officials who are difficult to regulate, 
monitor and challenge.’47 If he is right then there is a risk that the chinese 
central government’s environmental objectives will remain a dead letter. a 
somewhat brighter picture is given by Joy Zhang and michael Barr in their book 
Green Politics in China. They emphasise that ‘even authoritarian states require 
the mobilisation of social actors’. Green activism in china has been ridiculed 
for being peripheral: tree-planting, bird-watching, garbage-collecting. But the 
authors defend these activities as means of increasing the awareness of nature 
and the environment. although environmental organisations in china are not 
confrontational, they establish a ‘critical supervision of political accountability’ 
of the state institutions.48

at the party congress of 2012, president hu Jintao pleaded for another way 
than the western: ‘china is resolved to abandon the same old path that goes 
from environmental degradation to rehabilitation, and now advocates ecological 
progress to save energy, protect the environment and develop its economy at 
the same time.’ It is still too early to know if china will seriously be able to 
follow another track in relation to the ecological constraints than the flawed 
path followed by the west. however, even if it may seem like china is meeting 
the ecological challenge in a more adequate way than the western democracies, 
there are still quite a few arguments in favour of democracy, apart from basic 
considerations for human rights: democratic decisions are more legitimate, 
because participative, and thus tenable; authoritarian policies may instigate 
repulsion; democracy admits uncertainty, which is a basis for the important 
precautionary principle; open discussion produces more appropriate decisions, 
avoiding mistakes and cover-ups. however, conventional democracy does not 
take into account certain groups like future generations, the non-human world, 
etc. That is why a Green democracy is needed.

The Green political movement has moved beyond its infancy and is in 
many countries across the world an integral part of the political system. Green 
parties grow and become stronger and more relevant, despite absurd and anti-
democratic obstacles in countries otherwise regarded as democracies, such as 
prohibitive demands for financial deposits or other ‘technical’ requirements 
for official electoral registration. In quite a number of countries Green parties 
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would without doubt be much more influential and visible had they not been 
the victims of unfair barriers in the electoral regulations.

the ‘unFInIshed’ Greens: Bearers oF the competInG 
alternatIVe

Green political parties undoubtedly have a chance to push the world in a 
Green direction. to achieve this they must resist the iron law of oligarchy by 
retaining the basics of alternative organisation. They must also stick to their 
basic deep convictions, while at the same time being able to make necessary 
compromises to achieve some direct leverage in the short run. Greens must 
never forget their links to the grassroots and always be prepared to take part 
in peaceful demonstrations and even to pursue actions of non-violent civil 
disobedience. Greens must take seriously the fact that they are expected to live 
as they teach. as politicians they must be amateurs in spirit but professionals 
in their execution of their work in councils, parliaments and governments. 
They must be activists in the streets, as well as bureaucrats in their offices. 
They must be perceived as reliable individuals, but they should never let their 
enemies be quite sure of where they stand as political creatures. a real Green 
is someone whose ecological conviction is deep and clear, but whose position 
in the political struggle is always ‘unfinished’, always the carrier of a competing 
alternative. 

towards a Green GloBal GoVernance

The world in 2015 may seem far from mature enough for the Green message; 
pessimists may allege that we are once again embroiled in the kind of primitive 
conflicts that 100 years ago deteriorated into the Great war. But a lot has 
changed. There were no Greens in 1914. The consciousness of our belonging 
to one human kind, sharing one world, was rare. today that feeling of being 
part of a common world can be found in the remotest areas. That is the 
paradigm shift that Greens must build upon. while xenophobic populists and 
unimaginative traditional politicians try to exploit the fading remnants of the 
nationalist and isolationist emotions of the bad old times, the Greens must be 
the carriers of the true global mission to establish a democratic and ecological 
Green global governance in order to secure mother earth and create a life 
system in which quality, not quantity, is the guiding star. 
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In 100 countrIes

A. AFRICA
www.africangreens.org/news

memBers oF the aFrIcan Green FederatIon, aGF, In ‘Good 
standInG’, noVemBer 2014 (For a deFInItIon oF ‘Good 
standInG’, see chapter 3, aFrIca)

as no new information is available about the new associate members of aGF, 
Burundi, Gabon and Zimbabwe, the original set up has been retained. more 
information will appear at the site of aGF.

Burkina Faso: Rassemblement Des Ecologistes du Burkina Faso

le rassemblement des ecologistes du Burkina Faso, rdeBF (The rally of 
ecologists in Burkina Faso), was founded in 2003 by the former minister of 
state (1999–2002), ram ouédraogo, who is still the president of the party.1 
he had also founded an earlier Green party in 1991, union des Verts pour 
le developpement du Burkina. In an interview in January 2014 ouédraogo 
demanded the resignation of president Blaise compaoré (in office since 
1987).2 he also emphasised that protection of the environment and economic 
development are complementary aspects. In June 2014 ouédraogo declared that 
his goal was still to become president. at the same time he affirmed that if the 
Greens were invited to join the government they would accept, ‘but I don’t reveal 
why I would do it’.3 In october 2014, a short time before a planned parliamentary 
decision to prolong the mandate of the president, a popular uprising forced him 
to resign. power was taken by lieutenant-General yacouba Isaac Zida, but after 
international interventions a civilian president installed for a transition period 
of one year, michel Kandando, took over on november 21, with Zida as prime 
minister. rdeBF deplored the violence, but supported the change of power. The 
general secretary of rdeBF, adama sere, is a member of the conseil national de 
transition, which serves as the legislating institution until the elections in 2015, 
in which rdeBF is planning to participate. at a rally in February 2015, marking 
the start of the rdBeF’s election campaign, ouédraogo warned that the absence 
of former president compaoré from the country constitutes a danger; ‘his 
presidency had both a positive and a negative aspect’. nevertheless ouédraogo 
emphasised that his party totally supports the transition.4 
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Chad: Union des Ecologistes Tchadiens 

union des ecologistes tchadiens/les Verts, uet (The union of chadian 
ecologists/The Greens) was founded in 2006, as an opposition party. In a 
letter from the secretary general of the chadian Greens, Badono daigou, to 
the Greens in the Ivory coast, it is emphasised that ‘in this moment when our 
planet is ill, the political ecology is one of the projects of society which is capable 
of harmonising the socioeconomic and environmental needs’.5 among the 
basic principles of the uet are to ensure food self-sufficiency and the security 
of property and persons; to stimulate and manage the economic operators; to 
educate the youth; to make the army serve the people; to achieve peace and 
social cohesion; to organise scientific research; to support childhood and family 
welfare; to protect the environment in chad and the world; to promote health; 
to promote sustainable development; to promote women; to promote chadian 
art; and to improve the level of the political debate. 

In the election of February 2011 uet gained one mp. 
 

Congo: Parti Ecologiste Congolais, PECO (DRC)

parti ecologiste congolais, peco (The ecologist congolese party), was founded 
in october 2008. Its main goals are: the relaunch of tourism by rehabilitating 
national parks and zoological and botanical gardens; promotion of quality of 
life; establishing of a new health policy; and the elimination of corruption. a 
core issue is to protect the fauna and flora of congo (drc). The president of 
the party is didace pembe Bokianga, former mp and minister of environment 
from 2007 to 2008 (as a member of the christian democratic party). 

http://peco.over-blog.com

Egypt: Egyptian Green Party 

The egyptian Green party (hizb al-Kudr), was founded in the late 1980s by 
the founder of the papyrus institute in cairo, hassan ragab. It never managed 
to play a role during the mubarak regime. In January 2010 the daily Al-Masry 
al-Youm asked: ‘does egypt have a Green party?’ yes, certainly, was the reply 
of the president of the party since 1999, General abd al-moneim al-aasar. he 
claimed that even if the party so far hadn’t been able to influence the political 
process with mps, it had had influence in other ways, among other things the 
removal of hundreds of thousands of mines from sinai. at the same time the 
article announced that ‘if you look for the party online, you’ll be directed to a 
site run by someone who was asked to leave the party’.6 al-aasar resigned some 
months after the 2011 revolution, and was replaced by vice president hisham 
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Zayed, who asserted that the party had 18,000 members in eight governorates.7 
In an interview some days later, hisham Zayed stated that the Greens base their 
policy on scientific facts, but admitted that the basic spirituality and religiosity 
of egyptians must be respected, which is expressed in the Green party slogan: 
‘God – human beings – environment’.8 In october 2011, Al-Masry al-Youm 
reported: ‘after 25 January, environmental activists began talking of forming a 
new party, but it now seems that most egyptians who support green initiatives 
have become politically involved in two ways: forming alliances with liberal 
parties and trying to revive the egyptian Green party, a party which was only 
nominally allowed under mubarak. The problem with the party, some activists 
say, is that it is crippled by the culture of corrupt politics that flourished under 
mubarak.’9 on 1 January 2012, the electronic newspaper The Green Prophet 
published a presentation of the egyptian Green party, including an interview 
with hisham Zayed. he mentioned, as an incitement of Greens protests, the 
toshka megaproject in 1998, which aimed at creating a new river delta by 
diverting large amounts of water from the nile. a comment to this article, on 2 
January, was: ‘simply, you met with wrong person. The name you said, hisham 
Zayed, is not the egyptian Green party representative, even for the time being, 
he is not a member. he was one of the followers of the old regime. regards, 
mohamed awad, chief of executive & admin. committee of egyptian Green 
party.’10 The following was then added to the homepage of The Green Prophet: 
‘rectification: at the time of the interview the leadership of egypt’s Green party 
was the subject of a juridical dispute between mohamed awad and hisham 
Zayed. after a long juridical battle, the civil court made their final ruling in 
favour of mohamed awad on 12 February 2012.’ 

In december 2012 mohamed awad was appointed member of the egyptian 
parliament (by muslim Brotherhood president mursi; egypt’s president has 
the right to appoint a number of mps). awad is also member of the executive 
committee of african Greens and president of the north african Greens. 
on 15 december 2014 the arabic version of Egypt Today published a report 
from a congress of the egyptian Green party11 (also on the website eg-greens.
org) which, according to an email to this author from mohamed awad, was 
about the ‘old guard’ party, which is active despite its loss of the law suit. The 
situation in egypt, after the tahrir revolution, and the short period of Islamic 
rule followed by a military takeover, is complicated, without much room for 
genuine Green politics.

http://www.egyptiangreens.com/docs/firstpage/index.php (homepage of 
awad)

http://egyptgreenparty.blogspot.se/2013/08/the-legacy-of-egyptian-greens.
html (homepage of a group claiming to represent a Green progressive party)

http://eg-greens.org (homepage of the ‘old guard’)
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Guinea: Parti des Ecologistes Guineens 
 

le parti des ecologistes Guinéens – les Verts, peGV (The party of Guinean 
ecologists – The Greens) was created in 1992 by the environmentalist 
dixit oumar sylla, who served as secretary general for several years. In an 
interview in 2001 he underlines that ‘to struggle against the destruction of the 
environment is not enough, the protection of the environment is achieved by 
the struggle against precarity and poverty’. he talks about the vast reforestation 
campaigns by the party activists, but rejects any suggestion of joining the 
government. ‘I don’t want to help those in power who are responsible for the 
destruction and environmental degradation.’12 In september 2009 the peGV 
opposed the violent suppression of protests by the authorities.13 

The peGV has a male president, mohamed tounkara. It identifies as neither 
left nor right, as environmentalist and social ecologist, and both bio- and 
anthropocentric. It has an ambition to achieve gender balance and has some 
no-cumulation and rotation rules, as well as a requirement that mps donate 
some of their salary to the party.

Kenya: Mazingira Green Party of Kenya 

The mazingira Green party (environmental Green party) was founded in 2003 
by wangari maathai. The basis for the mazingira party (= environment in 
swahili) was the Green Belt movement, founded by maathai in 1977, which has 
been very active in tree-planting. In 2002 maathai was elected to the parliament; 
from 2003 to 2005 she served as minister of environment. In 2004 she received 
the nobel peace prize. In 2007 another member of the mazingira party was 
elected mp. maathai died of an illness in 2011. 

http://www.greenbeltmovement.org/wangari-maathai 

Madagascar: Le Parti Vert Hasin’i Madagasikara 

le parti Vert hasin’i madagasikara (antoko maitso hasin’i madagasikara/
The Green party of madagascar) was created in 2009 and hosted the congress 
of the african Green Federation in July 2014. The most important themes in 
its political programme are ecological wisdom, social justice, participatory 
democracy, non-violence, sustainable development, gender equality and a 
secular state. The party claims to have some tens of thousands of members; it 
has pursued campaigns on environmental issues, such as to protect the zebu; 
also the international women’s day on 8 march has been celebrated with large 
Green demonstrations. Furthermore the Greens have struggled for a rebirth of 
genuine democracy in the country.14 
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The party is led by a woman, saraha Georget rabeharisoa, a professor of 
philosophy, who won 4.52% of the vote in the presidential election of 25 october 
2013. Facing the second round she gave her support to the winner of the first 
round, Jean-louis robinson, who, according to rabeharisoa, had almost the 
same outlook as the Greens on the fight against corruption and the restoration 
of a state of justice and democracy. however robinson lost to hery rajaonari-
mampianina on 20 december 2013. The Greens then expressed their hope that 
the new president would make the correct decisions.15 however, in april 2014 
the Greens described as ‘horrible’ some statements about justice and human 
rights made by the president in Brussels.16 In the election of 20 december 2013, 
the Greens became the fifth-largest party with 3.8% and two seats (out of 151). 
Three independents later joined the Green Group in the parliament.

https://fr-fr.facebook.com/pages/parti-Vert-hasini-madagasikara/12640940 
4344

Mali: Parti Ecologiste du Mali 

parti ecologiste du mali (The ecologist party of mali) was founded at the 
beginning of the 1990s. In the local elections of 2009 the party won nine 
seats out of 11 in the little town tienfala. according to the female president 
of the party, diallo Fadimata Bintou touré, the significance of this was great, 
because tienfala is a microcosm of environmental hazards facing mali. In a 
common statement with the French Greens and the Global Greens on 2 april 
2012, Fadimata Bintou touré condemned the recent military coup. In a radio 
interview she emphasised that ecologism is a ‘new vision’ which may be difficult 
for many people to understand. she also gave examples of popular actions 
to protect the environment and underlined that the Greens are in favour of 
industrialisation, provided it is done in a clean, non-polluting way.17 at the 
parliamentary election of november 2013 the Greens won no seats.

Mauritius: Les Verts Fraternels

les Verts Fraternels (The Brotherhood Greens) is an activist party, which in
previous years has staged hunger strikes and other demonstrations to push 
their political demands. It has campaigned in favour of compensation for the 
descendants of slaves. a hunger strike in 2012 had to be terminated after three 
weeks when the president of the party, sylvio michel, was hospitalised.18 The 
party has also been active on environmental and social issues and protested 
against injustices in the election system. Before the election of 10 december 
2014, michel announced that the Greens could only field 42 candidates instead 
of the planned 60, because the deposit demanded for every candidate had been 
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increased six-fold, from 125 to 1,500 mauritian rupees (6.5€ to 39€). In the 
elections, the Greens got 0.5% of the votes and no mp.

Morocco: Parti des Verts Pour le Développement du Maroc

parti des Verts pour le développement du maroc (The Green party for the 
development of morocco) was founded in June 1992 by Fatima alaoui, who 
is still its secretary general. she is a very charismatic woman, with several sites 
on the web. Important issues for the party are women’s rights and keeping 
morocco free from Gmos. The african Green university, held in 2009, was 
a breakthrough in public life for the moroccan Greens. In 2002 and again in 
2006 the Greens submitted their party statutes and other required registration 
documents to become an official national party, but the Interior ministry 
refused to grant them official recognition, except for some localities. 

http://lesvertsmaroc-lesvertsmaroc.blogspot.se

Niger: Rassemblement pour un Sahel Vert/Parti Vert du Niger 

le parti de rassemblement pour un sahel Vert, rsV-ni’Im (The association 
for a Green sahel) was founded at the beginning of the 1990s. The theme of 
its extra-ordinary congress in 2012 was ‘preserving the environment for a 
sustainable development’. The president of the party, adamou Garba, expressed 
satisfaction that niger was still a democracy, albeit surrounded by wars and 
conflict. he praised the president of niger for having launched a programme 
of renaissance, which would also strengthen sustainable development.19 In 2013 
the party organised a tree-planting campaign to make the surroundings of the 
capital niamey greener.20 In the elections of 2011 the party won no seats in 
parliament.

Rwanda: Democratic Green Party of Rwanda 

The democratic Green party of rwanda (dGpr) was officially registered 
on 9 august 2013, after a four-year struggle with the authorities since its 
foundation on 14 august 2009. The party faced great problems facing the 
presidential election of august 2010. Three days prior to the founding congress 
of the african Green Federation three senior members defected, and in July 
the first vice president of the party, andre Kagwa rwisereka, went missing 
and a day later was found decapitated. This awful act of violence caused a lot 
of uneasiness. In its political platform for the 2013 elections dGpr called for 
non-violence and peaceful means of conflict resolution, social justice and equal 
opportunity, participatory democracy, unity and reconciliation of rwandans, 
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balancing the interests of a regulated market economy and community-based 
economics, special care to protect and defend the rights of the innocent and 
defenceless members of society, fiscal responsibility, limits to taxation and 
control of spending, and the protection of the unalienable rights of the people, 
including the right to life, liberty, peaceful assembly, expression, worship and 
the pursuit of happiness. dGpr was officially accepted as the eleventh member 
in the national political parties Forum on 3 april 2014. The president of dGpr, 
Frank habineza, is also the president of the aGF. according to an end of year 
message by habineza, 2014 was the year when dGpr established itself at the 
grassroots level, by setting up party structures in six districts and arranging 
women’s training conferences at provincial level. The dGpr considers itself to 
be environmentalist and socialist, and anthropocentric rather than biocentric; 
it accepts the Global Greens charter. dGpr has the goal of achieving gender 
balance in its organisation; it has no anti-cumulation rule, but does have rules 
for the rotation for party posts (maximum two terms), and requires elected 
representatives to donate 10% of their income from political positions to 
the party.21

http://www.rwandagreendemocrats.org/about-rwandagreens

Senegal: Fédération Démocratique des Ecologistes du Sénégal

Fédération démocratique des ecologistes du sénégal, Fedes (democratic 
Federation of the ecologistes of senegal) was founded in 2004, and was an 
efficient organising host of the Third Global Greens congress in dakar in 
2012. Its president haïdar el ali is a veteran environmentalist, director of the 
oceanium of dakar. In 2012 he was appointed minister of environment and in 
2013 moved portfolio to take charge of Fisheries. In the 2009 local elections the 
Greens won some hundred seats in local assemblies. el ali was elected second 
vice president of the dakar regional council. Before the local elections of 29 
June 2014, where the Greens fielded a lot of candidates, el ali declared that 
he wished the ecologists to be the third force in senegalese politics.22 after the 
elections el ali said that ‘even if we didn’t get an ecologist mayor, we have got 
many councillors’.23 In July 2014 he was dropped from the government when 
there was a reshuffle. he later said in an interview: ‘I am not against president 
macky sall, but I think that concerning ecology he has missed the opportunity’.24

http://fedesenegaal.com

Togo: Afrique Togo Ecologie (ATE) 

afrique togo ecologie, ate (ecological africa togo), was founded in october 
2011 by Irénée nissao napo, who claimed that none of the hundred or so parties 
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already in existence had any interest in protection of the environment; he 
mentioned as an example the enormous number of plastic bags submerging the 
territory.25 In a press conference about a year later Irénée nissao napo reported 
on the achievements of the party so far, claiming that it had identified areas in 
need of reforestation and drawn public attention to environmental threats from 
iron and phosphate mines. The party also had two members elected to positions 
in the african Green Federation.26 In February 2014 it was recorded that ate 
congratulated the customs authorities on a large confiscation of illegal ivory.27

Tunisia: Tunisie Verte/Tounis al-Khadra 
 

tunisie verte/tounis al-Khadra (Green tunisia) was founded in 2004 but 
officially registered only after the revolution, in January 2011. Its president is 
abdelkader Zitouni. The party joined the popular Front, consisting of arab 
national and left-wing parties, in 2012. however, it left the Front in may 
2014 accusing the spokesperson of the Front, hamma hammami, of abuse of 
power.28 In an article in the newspaper Quotidien Tunisien in February 2011 
tunisie Verte is praised for its tough refusal to cooperate with the previous Ben 
ali regime. The regime showed no interest in environmental issues and refused 
to accept the existence of an independent Green party. In 2006 it instead created 
its own ‘Greens’. one reason for the negative attitude of the regime was that 
tunisie Verte acted not only on environmental issues but also in favour of more 
democracy and transparency. Zitouni claims that he was constantly harassed 
by the police under the dictator’s regime.29 since the revolution, however, the 
tunisian Greens have not managed to play a major role. In the elections of 
december 2014 they won no seats in the parliament.

https://ar-ar.facebook.com/parti.tunisie.Verte

Uganda: Ecological Party of Uganda 

The ecological party of uganda (epu) is led by a woman, robinah nanyunja. 
It works according to the motto ‘peaceful co-existence for sustainable 
development’ and the basic Green principles of ecological wisdom, social 
justice, participatory democracy, non-violence, sustainability, respect for 
diversity as well as gender mainstreaming and transparency. out of 15 members 
elected to the national technical committee (the party executive) in January 
2015, five are women. nanyunja, a veteran environmentalist, has said that 
the party plans to field several dozen candidates in its first election, 2016, 
also stating: ‘my target is to have half of the contestants as women.’ robinah 
nanyunja is president of pilot International, a foundation which has organised 
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world clean technology summits. In november 2013 she was elected secretary 
General for the eastern african Green Federation. 

http://www.ecologicalpartyofuganda.org/ecopartyug

Zambia: Green Party of Zambia

The Green party of Zambia was founded in may 2013 by an environmentalist 
veteran, peter sinkamba, who is also the president of the party. The news was 
presented on the website of Virgin airlines with the grossly incorrect headline: 
‘africa’s First Green party enters Zambian politics’. In an interview sinkamba 
expressed his ambition to pursue Green politics and explained why he had 
now turned from non-parliamentary to parliamentary activity: ‘my 15 years 
of environmental advocacy has taught me a lesson: for one to better achieve 
sustainable development, green values or green economy, he or she needs to be 
in the driver’s seat.’ sinkamba founded citizens for a Better environment (cBe) 
in 1998. In 2004 he was chosen to become a Fellow of ashoka, which is an 
international organisation for social entrepreneurs (www.ashoka.org).30 

according to bylaw no. 6 of the party, gender equality should be 
implemented. some internal bodies are managed by co-presidents, but not the 
presidency of the party.

In april 2014 the Green party of Zambia hit the headlines by demanding 
the legalisation of the cultivation of marijuana for the export market.31 The call 
to legalise marijuana for export was a key issue for sinkamba in his campaign 
for the presidential by-election (due to the sudden death the incumbent) of 
20 January 2015. his arguments were more about the economic benefits for 
Zambia than about ‘personal freedom’.32 The Zambian voters obviously were not 
convinced; sinkamba received 1,410 votes, 0.08%.

www.zambiagreens.org

memBers oF the aGF, not In ‘Good standInG’, noVemBer 2014 
(for a definition of ‘good standing’ see Chapter 3, Africa)

Angola: Partido Nacional Ecológico de Angola

partido nacional ecológico de angola (The national ecological party of angola) 
has entered into an agreement for extensive cooperation with partido da terra, 
10 november 2011, signed by the president of the ecological party, Gregorio 
nsumbu mbala and the president of partido da terra, Joam evans pim. 
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Benin: Parti Vert du Benin/Benin Green Party
 

les Verts du Benin (The Greens of Benin) was part of a four-party alliance at 
the 2003 parliamentary election, which won three seats (out of 83); however 
no Green became mp. In an interview of 8 may 2011, the president of the 
party, toussaint hinvi, accused the government of neglecting important 
environmental issues, such as the quality of drinking water, the hazards of 
uranium transports from niger to the harbour of cotonou (Benin), and the 
pollution from ‘motos-taxis’ (motorcycle taxis).33 

Burkina Faso: Parti Ecologiste pour le Développement du Burkina Faso 

parti ecologiste was part of the ruling coalition of the toppled president 
compaore; as of January 2015 it has not paid its dues to the aGF. 
 
Burundi: Burundi Green Movement 

according to the aGF this is not yet a party, but is in process of becoming one. 

Central African Republic: Mouvement des Verts de Centrafrique 
 

le mouvement des Verts de centrafrique, mVc (The Green movement of 
central africa), was founded in 1999. Its founder and president, laurent avit 
Bokonas, died in march 2013. he had been an mp from 1993 to 1999. The 
fact-finding mission of the aGF in 2009 found a functioning party, but more 
pro-government than oppositional. mVc had supported the president of the 
republic, but complained that they felt excluded from influence.

Ivory Coast: Parti Écologique Ivoirien 

le parti Écologique Ivoirien (The ecological party of Ivory coast) was founded 
in 2001 after bloody conflict in the country. on its homepage it is emphasised 
that the mission of the party is to promote ecology and ‘especially political 
ecology’. The party also has adopted a governmental programme ‘which makes 
it possible for us to manage the affairs of the country if we would accede to 
power’. as ‘founding members’ a list of ten men is presented. The party president 
is n’Gouan Kouamé edouard, who is also the founder. 

http://parti-ecologique-ivoirien.org

Nigeria: Nigerian Green Movement 
 

Green movement nigeria, Gmn, published the following presentation in 
2010: ‘The Green movement nigeria (Gmn) was birthed by professionals of 
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environment and development in nigeria and abroad to articulate a progressive 
agenda for sustainable development and sound environmental management for 
nigeria.’34 Gmn called for the election of president Goodluck Jonathan in the 
presidential election of 2011.

In may 2013 a nigerian newspaper published an article proposing the 
founding of a Green party. The writer, Thlal Gasmis, of the department of mass 
communication, university of maiduguri, wrote that ‘it will be a good thing for 
friends of the environment in the country to come and put ideas and resources 
together, draft a constitution and form a “Green party” which should be headed 
by notable environmental activists ... In view of the many environmental 
problems besetting the country, there is no better time to solve the problem 
than now.’35

Somalia: Democratic Green Party of Somalia 
 

The democratic Green party of somalia (dGps) was created in 2009. among 
its main objectives are to protect, analyse and monitor the environment to 
protect against its misuse or degradation, to rescue the somali people from the 
unnecessary violence and wars, and to build grassroots democracy. Fifty per 
cent of the members of the executive committee are supposed to be women.

In somalia there is also the somalia Green party (sGp), which is said to 
be a member of the horn of africa Greens together with the Green parties of 
djibouti, eritrea and ethiopia. 

http://www.gpsomalia.org

South Africa: Ecological Movement of South Africa 
 

The Green party of south africa (Gpsa) was founded in 1999 by Judy sole. 
It was preceded by the ecology party, founded in 1989 and soon disbanded, 
and the Green party in 1992, disbanded after an election failure in 1994. The 
Gpsa has contested all elections since the 2000 local elections, but has never 
won more than 0.5% of the vote. however, in 2014 the Gpsa abstained from 
participation due to a funding shortfall. In an interview in march 2014 sole 
stated that the country couldn’t wait another five years to get an eco-friendly 
government.36 

Green partIes – non-memBers oF the aGF

There are several parties in africa outside the aGF which claim to be Green. 
some of them are parties-in-the-making which may become aGF members, 
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such as the Ghana Green movement. The parti Vert Gabonais (The Green 
Gabon party) is a new party, whose leader is hamissou yaro. It is finalising its 
registration process and was present at the central african Greens congress 
in Kinshasa in november 2014. The ecological party-movement of earth in 
mozambique is a party, but has not paid up its dues to aGF. In sierra leone 
the Green movement/Green watch, is under construction. There have also 
been reports about a Green party in mauritania, parti mauritanien pour la 
défense de l’environnement (The mauritanian party for the protection of the 
environment), founded in 2001. however, in 2014 the aGF reported having no 
news about or contact with it; it is doubtful if the party still exists. according 
to an interview in 2001 with the founder of the party, ould dellahi, he had 
understood the importance of the protection of the environment when working 
as secretary general of the association of Fresh Food exporters.37 

 
B. THE AMERICAS
http://www.fpva.org

Green partIes, memBers oF the FpVa (autumn 2014)

Bolivia: Partido Verde de Bolivia/Verde Ecologista

partido Verde de Bolivia (Green party of Bolivia) was founded in 2007. It 
demands the defence of a participative pluralist democracy and a socio-
political ecology and is critical of the negative effects of globalisation on the 
environment and social security. In its governmental programme it also calls 
for respect for indigenous cultures and pacifism.38 Facing the elections of 2014 it 
sealed an alliance with the national council of ayllus and markas of Qullasuyu 
(conamaQ). The leader of conamaQ declared that the main goal was to 
work for a plurinational state ‘and in the 2019 election we would arrive in power 
to transform the colonial state into a plurinational state’. In the presidential 
election of october 2014 partido Verde fielded Fernando Vargas as candidate 
for the presidency and its leader margot soria saravia for the vice presidency. 
In the simultaneous parliamentary election 50% of the Green candidates were 
women; the Green party got 2.65% of the vote, which it considers a victory; it 
claims that it won one seat which was taken away illegally by the authorities. 
on 20 october 2014, the party changed its name to Verde ecologista, which 
necessitates a re-registration with the election authority. 

https://es-es.facebook.com/partidoVerdeBolivia
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Brazil: Partido Verde

partido Verde (Green party) was founded in 1986, but a starting point for 
Green activity in Brazil was the creation of the associacão Gaúcha de protecão 
ao ambiente natural (gaucho = cowboy or inhabitant of rio Grande do sul), 
aGapan, in 1971 by José lutzenberger, who wrote Manifesto Ecológico 
Brasileiro. around 1985 discussions about forming a Green party were initiated, 
especially by former political refugees like Fernando Gabeira, alfredo sirkis, 
herbert daniel and carlos minc. a decision to establish a party was made in 
January 1986. In november 1986 partido Verde entered into a coalition with pt 
(partido dos trabalheros/workers’ party) for the local elections in rio; Gabeira 
got 7.8% of the vote in the election for governor, but pV was attacked for its 
demand for the liberalisation of marijuana. minc was elected as state deputy. 
provisional registration was made in march 1988. In the same year sirkis was 
elected local councillor (verdeador) in rio. For the presidential elections of 
1989, pV at first nominated hebert danil, a homosexual with aids. Following 
protests, however, danil withdrew and was replaced by Gabeira, who got less 
than 1% of the vote. In 1990 the pV got its first federal deputy, sidney miguel. In 
1992 sirkis was chosen as party president. on 30 september 1993 the pV got its 
final registration. In the election of october 1992, 54 Green verdeadores and 3 
prefeitos were elected. For the presidential elections of 1994 pV supported lula 
(luiz Inácio lula da silva), the leader of the workers’ party. Gabeira became 
the only federal deputy. In 1996 pV got 189 verdeadores and 13 prefeitos. The 
progress continued from 1998 to 2002. In 2002 the pV helped lula to win 
the presidential elections. however, rather soon pV found that lula’s policies 
relative to the amazon rainforest, nuclear power and Gmos were a disaster, as 
was his economic policy of supporting industry whatever the environmental 
consequences. as a result, the Green party broke with lula. 

according to a Brazilian observer there are some differences between 
european and Brazilian Green thinking. a document by the Green Group in 
the european parliament in which ‘the love to bear and take care of children is 
reduced to “non-remunerated work of reproduction”’ represents an ‘ideology 
which is hardly adapted to the relations of Brazilian women and men to 
children’. about drugs pV believes that tobacco and alcohol are no less evil 
than narcotics. The issue of abortion has been difficult for pV, because of the 
contradiction between the sacredness of life and personal autonomy. after long 
philosophical discussion it was finally concluded that ‘the right to freely decide 
over one’s own body is politically indisputable’.39 

These issues caused some problems when in 2010 pV nominated the former 
minister of environment in president lula’s administration, marina silva, as its 
candidate for the presidential elections. silva is conservative on religious and 
moral issues and forced the party to put demands for free abortion, homosexual 
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rights, etc. on hold. already in 2004 the pV showed an interest in silva by 
alleging that she was ‘an outcast in the government, the minister of environment 
has become a kind of nGo whereby the minister is heard but unconsidered by 
the government’.40 marina silva won 19.3% of the votes. however, facing the 
elections of 2014 she left the Greens, becoming the candidate for another party, 
but didn’t make it to the second round. at the simultaneous parliamentary 
elections pV gained only 2.07% of the vote and eight deputies (down from 15); 
however they regained a seat in the senate. The fact that a new ecological party 
contested the election cannot wholly explain the pV setback, as the new party 
got only 0.7%. perhaps the interlude with marina silva was punished by voters. 
In January 2013, at a meeting celebrating the 27th anniversary of the party, its 
president José luiz penna emphasised that pV had always stood for the rights of 
afro-Brazilians, women, and homosexuals. 

http://pv.org.br

Canada: The Green Party of Canada/Parti Vert du Canada

The Green party of canada/parti Vert du canada was founded at a national 
convention in ottawa in november 1983. however, according to a founding 
member, this meeting ‘failed to achieve the results hoped for by the organizers’ 
because ‘nothing short of a cultural revolution will satisfy many Greens’.41 In 
2004 the party got 4.3% of the vote, which made it entitled to federal funding. In 
2006 it gained a little, up to 4.5%, but still not enough to secure a seat because of 
the majority election system. In 2008 it achieved a record result, 6.8% (but still 
no mp), partly because, after long deliberations, it was allowed to participate 
in some televised debates. In 2011, despite a loss of votes (down to 4%), the 
breakthrough came with the election of its first mp, elizabeth may (chair of the 
party since 2006). In 2013 an mp from another party switched to the Greens, 
thus doubling the number of Green mps. 

The canadian Greens have adopted the six principles of the Global Greens as 
their ideological foundation. Furthermore, the party demands increased taxes 
on polluters, cutting subsidies for industries that pollute, subsidies for public 
transport and environmentally friendly technology, transfers to municipalities 
for infrastructure, mandatory labelling of genetically engineered food and food 
ingredients, federal animal welfare reform, a significant shift to investment 
in renewable energy, scaling back military spending to 2005 levels, and a 
reorientation towards peacekeeping. The party also demands the introduction 
of proportional representation. like some other Greens it wants to legalise, 
regulate and tax cannabis.

at the end of the 1990s, the then president of the party refused to support a 
local candidate in newfoundland because he had expressed an understanding 
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for seal hunting and mining, both of which had wide support among the local 
population, but were hardly inside the framework of Green politics. a proposal 
in 2004 to reduce income and corporate taxes, in exchange for increased taxes 
on energy and pollution, led to a debate about the ideological status of the party: 
was it moving from its usual centre-left position to a more neoliberal, ‘eco-
capitalist’ strategy? Its cooperation for a period with the liberal party provoked 
similar reactions. however, the trend for the canadian Greens is clearly upwards.

an important asset for the party is the strong position of its leader, elizabeth 
may, who is, according to polls, canada’s most popular politician. she has 
even been voted ‘parliamentarian of the year’, ‘hardest working mp’ and ‘Best 
orator’ by her parliamentary colleagues, almost all from competing parties. she 
does not hesitate to use tough language, such as warning that ‘the next elected 
dictator could be trudeau or mulcair’ (leaders of larger parties). The canadian 
Greens claim that canada is slipping away from good democracy, and as well 
as demanding proportional representation also dare to challenge the ‘holy cow’ 
of most democracies – the media. The Greens demand an independent review 
of media ownership. They also try to block hyperbole surrounding the ‘fight 
against terrorism’, which is abused to curb civil liberties.

according to polls in early 2015 the Greens stand at 8.5% nationally and 
16% in British columbia. The Greens’ best chance in the election in the fall of 
2015 thus lie in Bc, and that is precisely where it is concentrating its resources. 
commentators consider it possible that the Green presence in the Federal 
parliament could increase from two to six mps.42

http://www.greenparty.ca

Chile: Partido Ecologista Verde de Chile

partido ecologista Verde de chile, ecoV (Green ecologist party of chile) 
was founded in 2002 and officially registered in 2008. however, in 2014 the 
registration was annulled by the election authorities with the argument that 
the party didn’t achieve 5% of the votes in the elections of 2013. since then 
efforts are being made to merge with a similar party, partido ecologista Verde 
del norte. 

already in the late 1980s the coordination of european Greens received a 
‘petition to help the Greens in chile’. a Green party, los Verdes, was created in 
1987 and survived until 2001, but without any electoral success. The chilean 
Greens were also infiltrated by the humanistas.43 In 2006 the Greens supported 
michele Bachelet, the socialist candidate for president, with whom they reached 
a programmatic agreement that included a temporary moratorium on nuclear 
power, 10% of energy to be renewables, Gmo labelling and the creation of a 
ministry of environment. In 2013 ecoV won 2.35% of the votes with a Green 
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candidate in the presidential elections, but only 0.75% in the simultaneous 
parliamentary elections. It is ecoV’s ambition to promote participant 
democracy and give the people an option that is different from traditional left 
and right. on its homepage ecoV tries to illustrate its ideological positioning 
by showing a figure with three dimensions: green-grey, left-right, libertarian-
authoritarian, where the Green position is the first item of every pair. apart 
from basic Green points, ecoV demands: a reduction of military expenditure 
by 50%, the removal of mines at the borders with Bolivia, argentina and peru, 
an unemployment allowance of 75% of the salary and a minimum salary of 
300,000 pesos (408€). The party also demands a law to guarantee women 50% 
of all posts in the state administration; however in its own structure the party is 
overwhelmingly male: out of six members of the central executive, only one is 
a woman, and out of three members of the central ‘tribunal’, none is a woman. 
The president of the party 2014–17 is a man, Felix Gonzales Gatica. There are 
two Green local councillors.

http://www.partidoecologista.cl

Colombia: Alianza Verde

la alianza Verde (The Green alliance) was formally established in 2013, 
but has a long pre-history. In 1998 partido Verde oxigeno was founded by 
Ingrid Betancourt, who had been elected to the parliament in 1994. In 1998 
she became a senator with a record number of votes. however, she became 
unpopular among some parts of the population for demanding negotiations 
with the guerrilla, Farc. In 2002 she was Green candidate for the presidential 
election. however, before the elections, on 23 February 2002, she was abducted 
by Farc and then held in captivity for more than six years, being released on 2 
July 2008, after an action by the colombian army.44 By then her party had been 
already dissolved and replaced by partido Verde opcion centro, in 2005. 

during the first week after her release Betancourt expressed gratitude to 
president uribe and went to France and embraced president sarkozy. These 
and other early statements by her caused uproar among some sympathisers, 
who accused her of being a political traitor. others retorted that it was natural 
that just after her release she was able to embrace just about anybody who had 
contributed to her rescue. In any case, she left colombia for France, wrote 
books, made speeches, and has so far not returned to politics, neither in 
colombia nor in France. 

The civil war in colombia continued for years; only in 2013 were negotiations 
started and in mid december 2014 Farc declared a unilateral truce. 

The new Green party in 2009 dropped the second part of its name and 
became partido Verde. It had some success in elections, winning some mps 
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and local councillors. In 2010 the Green candidate antanas mockus came 
second in the first round of the presidential election with 21.5% of the vote, 
but in the second round he lost, with 27.5%. In 2013 the party merged with the 
movimiento progressista and formed alianza Verde. The Greens are established 
as a part of the colombian political spectrum and in the parliamentary elections 
of march 2014 the party won 3.9% for the senate and five senators (out of 102) 
and 3.4% for the chamber and six mps (out of 166).

The party has a comprehensive programme, including demands for better 
education, protection of the environment and biodiversity, equal civil rights, 
sustainable development, and the elimination of all types of sexual or gender 
discrimination. This last point has not prevented the fact that the executive 
council presented on the homepage consists of seven men and no women. 

http://www.alianzaverde.org.co/Inicio.aspx

Dominican Republic: Partido Socialista Verde 

el partido socialista Verde, pasoVe (socialist Green party), founded in 
october 2009, was formally registered in February 2010. The president of 
the party, antolin polcano, has stated that the party does not plan to remain 
forever like traditional parties, and that it should have a horizontal rather than 
a traditional vertical structure. polcano appears frequently in colombian media 
with statements on most political issues, for example in a speech in February 
2015 when he protested against a violent attack on a former president of the 
republic as well as making environmental demands.45

another Green party, pVud, has disappeared. The pasoVe is the successor 
to el partido Verde de la republica domincana, which was a founding member 
of the FpVa. The party was first given status as observer, later as a member; 
however problems with a split are unresolved and the situation not quite clear.

http://pasoverd.org

Mexico: Partido Verde Ecologista de Mexico

partido Verde ecologista de mexico, pVem (Green ecologist party of mexico), 
was founded in 1986 and is one of the strongest Green parties in america, 
having had elected representatives for many years. having been earlier in 
alliance with parties to the right of centre, it is currently in an alliance with 
the centre-left prI (Institutional revolutionary party). The first president of the 
party was its founder, Jorge González torres, who was replaced by his son, Jorge 
emilio González martinez, from 2001 to 2011, who, however (as emphasised 
by pVem representatives), was not appointed but formally elected. since 
september 2011 the position of president has been removed from the statutes 
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and replaced by a group of three ‘leaders’, the national spokesperson (arturo 
escobar y Vega), the executive secretary (Jorge legorreta ordorica) and the 
technical secretary (diego Guerrero rubio) – three men. 

In 1997 the pVem became the fourth largest party in mexico. In 2000 it 
took part in an alliance that backed the conservative Vincente Fox, who was 
elected president of the republic. however, rather soon the Greens distanced 
themselves from Fox because of his non-ecological policy. In the local elections 
of 2003, pVem ran mostly independent candidates and won 17 deputies and 
five senators.

The pVem caused consternation among other Greens when in 2008 it 
supported the death penalty for certain serious violent crimes. a source in the 
pVem has given the author the following explanation: ‘There is a high amount 
of violence, kidnappings and deaths in mexico. In 2008 the local deputies of 
mexico city made an inquiry asking the population about their views about 
this problem. 96% of them demanded the death penalty. so the Greens decided 
to follow the orders of their constituency and put it in an initiative. however, 
to correct the situation, the national committee of the pVem issued new 
documents in 2009 taking out this initiative and replaced it with a demand for 
more years of penalty for the perpetrators of such violent crimes. That was the 
end of it in mexico.’

some european Greens have worried about a seemingly anti-left bias in 
the pVem. The source in the pVem comments: ‘Things are different in the 
americas, and parties don’t want to be in alliances with the radical left or the 
right. They are trying to move beyond that classification of the nineteenth 
century ... left parties in mexico and other latin american countries don’t care 
at all for the environment; the same thing goes for the neoliberal right.’ In its 
first federal election in 1993 the party got a little over 1% of the vote. From 
2003 the result has been 6–7%. In the elections of 1 July 2012, the pVem got 
6.4%, 29 mps (12 women) out of 500, and nine senators (three women) out of 
128. In 2014 a law prohibiting the use of animals in circuses was adopted on a 
proposal by pVem. The party has played an important role in the establishment 
and functioning of the Federation of american Greens.

according to preliminary results of the June 7, 2015, parliamentary elections 
the pVem won a clear victory, getting 7.15–7.55% and 41–48 mps.

http://www.partidoverde.org.mx/pvem
 

Peru: Partido Ecologista Alternativa Verde del Peru

partido ecologista alternativa Verde del peru (Green alternative ecologist 
party of peru) was founded in 1995. It participated in elections in 2000 and 
2006. Its female secretary general is Flor de maria hurtado, one of the founders 
of the alternative ecological movement of peru.
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The origins of the peruvian Greens lie in the environmental movements of the 
late 1990s and the opposition to the dictatorship of former peruvian president 
alberto Fujimori. The Greens opposed a toxic waste plant in the pantanal 
region. In 2001, they joined a centre-left coalition to support alejandro toledo, 
who became the first president of indigenous origin. however, the Greens soon 
became disappointed with the corruption of the toledo regime. In 2003 they 
managed to get some representatives elected to regional councils and gathered 
7,000 petition signatures to register the party.

In 2005 hurtado was threatened by a gunman because of her defence of 
the amazon jungle and the rights of indigenous people. This caused a wave 
of support from Greens all over the world, until the peruvian ministry of the 
Interior granted her protection. In the elections of 2011 the Greens won no 
seats. There is also a partido Verde, which is not a member of the FpVa.

https://es-es.facebook.com/vozverdeflor

USA: Green Party

The Green party of the usa was founded in 1991, but already in 1984 a 
committee of correspondence for the state Green parties was established. It 
is one of the most radical Green parties, especially concerning foreign policy 
where it regularly criticises the military interventions by the usa, as well as 
the us support for the Israeli occupation of palestine. with a proportional 
representation system, the us Greens, with about a quarter of a million 
members, would undoubtedly be a major political factor in the usa, but due to 
the majoritarian system the Greens have only about 100 elected representatives 
on the lower levels of the political hierarchy, including one state representative 
in arkansas. Quite a number of thinkers and writers on ecological politics 
and Green thinking have been from the usa, for example murray Bookchin, 
Fritjof capra, ernest callenbach, carolyne merchant, stephanie mills, charlene 
spretnak, Kirkpatrick sale, etc. The us Green party is based upon ten key 
values: grassroots democracy, social justice and equal opportunity, ecological 
wisdom, non-violence, decentralisation, community-based economics, gender 
equality, respect for diversity, personal and global responsibility, future focus 
and sustainability.

From the beginning the us Greens have contested the presidential elections 
with Green candidates. when in 1996 the veteran ecologist and citizens 
advocacy activist ralph nader was Green presidential candidate for the first 
time, a newspaper commented: ‘why does nader candidacy worry white 
house? The Green party nominee may be the spoiler of a close race.’46 nader did 
not campaign on classical environmental issues, but on fighting corporations, 
big money and similar. he got 0.71%, 685,000 votes. nader was also the 
Green candidate in 2000 and reached an all-time high for the Greens, with 2.9 
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million votes, 2.7%. however, this result brought him, and the Greens, a lot 
of accusations of having prevented a victory for al Gore, vice president to Bill 
clinton and considered almost Green in his outlook because of a number of 
statements and books.47 In the following presidential races the Green results 
plummeted: 2004, 0.1%; 2008, 0.1%; 2012, 0.4%. In 2008 and 2012 the Green 
tickets had two female names, in 2008 cynthia mcKinney and rosa clemente, 
and in 2012 Jill stein and cheri honkala. In a foreword to a book by derek 
wall, mcKinney states that the Green party was ‘providing a voice for those 
who suffer from the lack of a living wage, from erosion of civil liberties, from 
the refusal to provide universal healthcare, from the insistence on waging 
interminable war and from reckless pursuit of profit at all costs even at the 
expense of the earth’.48 The results in elections to the congress have been about 
on the same level as in the presidential elections, for the house of representa-
tives 0.3–0.5%, for the senate 0.2–0.9%. 
http://www.gp.org/index.php

Venezuela: Movimiento ecológico de Venezuela

movimiento ecológico de Venezuela, moVeV (The ecological movement 
of Venezuela), was founded in 2005 and officially registered in 2008. In 2011 
it joined the anti-chávez coalition mesa de la unidad democratica, mud 
(democratic unity roundtable). The Greens claim to be an organisation 
of environmentalists who want to show respect for all forms of life, work 
for the protection of the environment and the containment of the ecological 
destruction, and create a sustainable society which allows the population of 
Venezuela to live in social justice and harmony with the nature. In the local 
elections of 2013 the Greens got a dozen local and regional councillors. Its 
slogan is ‘The logic is ecologic’.

http://www.movimientoecologico.net.ve

Green oBserVer partIes oF the FVpa (autumn 2014)

Argentina: El Partido Iniciativa Verde

el partido Iniciativa Verde (Green Initiative party) was founded in 2006 by 
Juan manuel Velasco, a former mp and responsible for environment in Buenos 
aires. The party struggles for basic Green aims such as eco-taxes, renewable 
energy, dismantling of nuclear reactors, promotion of collective transport and 
sustainable eco-social economy, extended support for unemployed people, 
prevention instead of repression in the judicial system, and the legalisation of 
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‘soft’ drugs, and is against all forms of ‘machismo’ and sexism. It also supports 
non-violence and proposes that the military should be used to protect nature. 
The party also espouses spirituality: ‘The transformation of the interior of 
persons to improve the planet.’ pIV received 0.45% of the vote in Buenos aires 
in 2009.

http://www.partidoverde.org.ar (under construction February 2015)

Costa Rica: El Partido Verde Ecologista de Costa Rica

el partido Verde ecologista de costa rica (The Green ecologist party of costa 
rica) was founded on 11 september 2004. Its mission is to respect all forms of 
life, protect the environment and stop the ecological deterioration, establish a 
sustainable development and social justice and a life in harmony with nature. 
other basic principles are tolerance and respect for diversity and that costa 
rica should be free of Gmos. The party argues that the Bible recommends an 
ecological lifestyle: ‘our conscience and action are inspired by our belief in God 
– sustainability and survival.’ The leadership is all male, with carlos r. arrieta 
Jimenez as secretary general. In 2012 another green party, partido Verde, was 
established, but didn’t manage to get registered and was accused by the pVe of 
stealing its name.

http://partidoverdeecologistacr.yolasite.com

Guatemala: Los Verdes

los Verdes (The Greens) has been a member of the FpVa. In 2012 a section of 
the party merged with others into todos (everybody). however, todos didn’t 
want to take on a Green identity; the Greens were supposed to be just a section 
inside todos. This made some of the Greens decide to restore los Verdes, which 
was given observer status to the FpVa. The party will regain its full membership 
when it has managed to re-register officially. 

http://www.robertoalejoscambara.com/noticias/todos-vamos-por-guate 
(homepage of the leader of todos)

Guyana: Les Verts-Guyane

les Verts-Guyane (The Greens of Guyana) is considered to be a branch of the 
French Greens, eelV, and therefore has been accepted by the FpVa only as 
an observer, since 2008. The party is regularly invited to FpVa meetings, but 
according to the FpVa, hasn’t shown up for several years. In the eu elections of 
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2014 the Guyana Greens had a big victory, winning 41% of the votes; however 
only about 10% of the eligible voters participated in the election.49

Green partIes, neIther memBers nor oBserVers oF the FpVa 

Nicaragua: Partido Verde Ecologista de Nicaragua/Verdes en Alianza
 

partido Verde ecologista de nicaragua, pVen (The ecologist Green party of 
nicaragua), was founded in 2003. Its president is edward martín salazar cruz. 
In a programme adopted in 2007 (called hacia 2017) the pVen defines its aims 
for 2017 in order to achieve a shift away from the inhuman and dangerous 
conditions of the current system. In 2000 the pVen was invited to attend a 
meeting of the FpVa in peru and became a member of the FpVa in 2003. In 
2003 pVen joined an alliance with herty lewites, who had broken with the 
Fsln (Frente sandinista de liberación/sandinista national liberation Front). 
The alliance caused surprise among other Greens as it included a movement 
that had been supported by the cIa during the civil war. The pVen motivation 
was that it sought a third way. a key value for pVen is gender equality, because 
‘the nicaraguan society is based upon anatomical differences between sexes, 
which are converted into social and economic differences’. according to 
information from FpVa, in november 2013 the Greens of nicaragua lost their 
status as observer, after not being able to fulfil the requirements.

C. ASIA-PACIFIC REGION
https://www.asiapacificgreens.org/asia-pacific-greens

Green partIes, memBers oF the apGF

Australia: Green Party

The australian Green party was founded in 1992, but has a much older origin, 
furthermost in the united tasmanian Group, created in 1972 to prevent the 
damming of lake pedder; this led to the establishment of the tasmania Green 
party, with veteran australian Green Bob Brown as initiator. The first Green 
senator was Jo Vallentine, who was elected in 1984 to represent the nuclear 
disarmament party, but switched to west australia Greens in 1990. The first 
parliamentarian to be elected on an australian Green ticket was Bob Brown in 
1996. The party is much more than an environmental party and speaks on behalf 
of those who wouldn’t otherwise get much of a say inside parliament: children, 
refugees, students, individuals and families living in poverty and, of course, the 
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natural environment. Its four core values are ecological sustainability, social 
justice, grassroots democracy, and peace and non-violence.

at the celebration of the 40 year anniversary of the united tasmanian Group 
in 2012, the Green party leader christine milne made a toast to recent Green 
political victories, such as a carbon tax and the removal of the federal veto 
over territory legislation, which she said might ‘presage new moves on Brown’s 
pet projects: voluntary euthanasia and gay marriage’. In 2012 the australian 
Greens were in a better position than ever before, with 10,000 members, ten 
federal mps, and 24 state and territory mps, including two cabinet posts and 
partnership in a coalition government in tasmania, and more than 100 local 
councillors around the country. The parliamentary elections of 7 september 
2013 were a victory, the number of senators (elected at different times by 
proportional representation) increased by one, to 10 (from 1 July 2014), while 
the only seat in the house of representatives (single member constituencies) 
was retained. The Greens got 8.7% of the vote. The victory of 7 september 2013 
was celebrated as a major breakthrough. The party was considered by australian 
media to be a genuine third force in australian politics. 

according to the political scientist david hetherington, the rise of the 
Greens ‘was propelled by three factors, two external and one internal. The first 
was the emergence of global climate politics in the mid-2000s, best symbolised 
in public consciousness by al Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth and in policy circles 
by nicholas stern’s landmark 2006 report. The second factor was broad disillu-
sionment with the mainstream political parties around the same time.’ 

The Greens also tried to target special socioeconomic groups in a way 
uncommon to the Green parties: a) the so-called ‘doctors’ wives’, affluent liberal 
voters who historically voted conservative but swung on the twin social issues of 
climate change and refugees; b) more traditional left-wing voters who felt that 
labour had drifted too far to the centre in its embrace of economic liberalisation. 
Finally, most commentators agree on the importance of the leadership of Bob 
Brown, who retired in 2012 as a winner. despite the celebrations, the 2013 
election when scrutinised carefully was no clear victory. The number of Green 
votes fell, for the house of representatives from 11.8 to 8.7%. 

what had happened? commentators agreed that a vital factor was that the 
Greens had achieved their coveted position as an established party, in a situation 
when voter’s confidence in established parties was low and several fresh populist 
protest parties entered the scene. some add that the fact that the Greens voted 
down what they considered to be an inadequate proposal for an emission 
trading scheme might also have hurt them. some also believe that the new 
leader, christine milne, hasn’t had enough time to fill the gap left by Bob Brown. 

david hetherington believes that the Greens can make a political comeback 
by renewed combined activity on climate change and refugees and by occupying 
the traditional social democrat space vacated by labour as it has moved to the 
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political centre.50 a positive sign for the australian Greens was the result of the 
state elections of new south wales in march 2015, which saw a clear victory, 
with an increase in seats from one to three.

http://greens.org.au

India: Uttarakhand Parivartan Party

uttarakhand parivartan party, uKpp (The uttarakhand transformation party), 
was founded in January 2009 in the northern Indian state of uttarakhand, 
which was separated from uttar pradesh in 2000. The party has its origin in 
anti-dam and ecological struggles in the central himalayan region. It has 
fielded candidates in several elections, but never received more than below 1% 
of the votes. The party is multiethnic and multi-religious. The co-founder and 
convener of uKpp, suresh nautiyal, admits to the author that the participation 
of women is only 10%, which is ‘not adequate’, as the party adheres to the 
principle of gender balance. after a climate action nautiyal wrote: ‘I believe 
it is the duty of the developed world to realise the damage caused by them, 
recognising that they are consuming most of the manufactured products no 
matter where they are made, and recognising the power they have to make the 
changes needed.’51 There have been several attempts to establish a nationwide 
Green party in India. an attempt by nautiyal together with the activist anandi 
sharan of Bangalore failed because most environmental nGos didn’t want 
to be part of a Green political process. In an article in 2009 titled ‘a Green 
party’ in India? It’s about time!’ it was stated: ‘The possible introduction of an 
Indian Green party gives us hope. some of us have heard about the recent coup 
d’état by the environmentalists in Kolkata who managed to remove all old and 
polluting vehicles in the city.’52 The ‘coup d’état’ was initiated by an environmen-
talist ‘maverick’, subhas dutta, who according to reports had been planning to 
start a Green party.53

on the web a national Green party of India can be found; it has tried to 
launch ‘a business plan for developing an active and recognised Green party 
in India – The first 10 years of the party’.54 In may 2014, on the homepage of 
Global Greens, suresh nautiyal praised the aam aadami party, aap, which was 
‘able to inspire the youth to be interested in politics and seek greater political 
participation’. nautiyal, however, observed that ‘the aap manifesto does not 
offer any specific prescription for environmental governance’.

The Indian newspaper The Hindu, on 27 march 2013, recalled that it 
was exactly 40 years since the Chipko Movement started, initially a group of 
himalayan peasants resisting tree-felling by forest contractors. The chipko 
people were dismissed as agents of western imperialism and enemies of 
‘development’. The economic liberalisation from the 1990s onwards didn’t 
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improve India’s ecological mess. The article ends with the hope that ‘a new 
chipko movement is waiting to be born.’ Just before the elections of may 2014, 
the Hindustani Times affirmed: ‘Green politics absent, parties give environment 
a miss’; and this despite the extremely pessimistic picture given in the article of 
the environmental degradation in the country.55 

It might be believed that the country of mahatma Ghandi would be at the 
forefront of ecological politics. however, in a book written some years ago 
by mukul sharma, Green and Saffron, it is alleged that environmentalism has 
been hijacked by hindu conservatives, who pay lip-service to the environment, 
but earn money from destructive mega-projects.56 The internationally most 
well-known Indian ecologist is probabaly Vandana shiva, who, however, is not 
active in party politics.57

The parliamentary election of may 2014 was a disappointment for aam 
aadami, which won only four seats (out of 543). however in the election for the 
dehli legislative assembly in February 2015 it won a major victory with 54% of 
the vote and 67 (out of 70) seats and now is ruling the Indian capital.

http://www.aamaadmiparty.org

Indonesia: Sarekat Hijau Indonesia 

sarekat hijau Indonesia, shI (Indonesian Green union), was founded on 6 July 
2007, at a congress in Jakarta. The shI has declared that its goal is to ‘build a 
united front of a progressive mass movement to strengthen the struggle of the 
Indonesian people’. shI says that ‘Indonesia faces crises in many dimensions 
which increase the dangers of ecological disasters to perpetuate poverty. This 
situation is due to the workings of the corrupt political and economic elite or 
the political oligarchy.’ shI criticises the ‘greed-driven motives as the underlying 
logic of capitalism system’ and the ‘economic exploitation’. an analysis by 
political scientists claims that degradation of the environment, global warming 
and illegal logging are very sensitive issues in Indonesia where many farmers 
have failed with their farms, lots of fishermen lost their fish, and many people 
vanished from their forest; this gives the Greens a chance to gain lots of voters.58 
The shI is led by Koesnadi wirasapoetra. The party did not get any seats in 
parliament in the election of 9 april 2014.

http://sarekathijauindonesia.org

Japan: Greens Japan

midorino-to (Greens Japan) was founded on 28 July 2012 (16 months after 
the Fukushima nuclear disaster). It is led by four gender-balanced co-repre-
sentatives: ms uiko hasegawa (former candidate for upper house election), 
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mr hitoshi nakayama (councillor of niigata city), ms namiho matsumoto 
(former candidate for upper house election), and mr heiwa hasegawa. 
some of the core objectives of the party are to substantially increase the use of 
renewable energy sources, to end Japan’s dependence on nuclear power and to 
greatly reduce carbon dioxide emissions.

one origin of the new party was a political organisation called midori no 
mirai (Green Future), comprising about 70 lawmakers in local assemblies. The 
organisation was disbanded to form the Greens Japan.

a leading Japanese newspaper, Asahi Shimbun, saw the establishment of the 
Green party as a step to ‘nudge Japan to abandoning nuclear power by fielding 
candidates in upcoming national elections’.59 

according to one research paper presented at the Ipsa (International 
association of political science) conference in Fukuoka 2009, there were at 
the beginning of the 2000s several organisations at the prefectural level and 
hundreds at the municipal level in Japan that focused on Green issues, such 
as environment, social welfare, women’s rights, local autonomy, peace, as well 
as promoting a more healthy lifestyle and doubting the benefits of eternal 
economic growth.60 But the constraints on the establishment of a national Green 
party that could enter parliament were (and still are) numerous: the mixed 
electoral system is a major problem. Three hundred seats are elected according 

Figure 11 a demonstration in Japan, after the Fukushima nuclear disaster, 2011, with 
activists from Japan Greens reiko Kondo (sitting at right) and Koji sugihara (standing in 
the middle). photo: courtesy of Global Greens.
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to the majority system. The remaining 180 seats are elected proportionally, 
but only inside every constituency, which makes it difficult for small parties in 
constituencies with few seats. 

In the upper house election of 2007 the Greens decided to run an 
independent young person, ryuhei Kawada, who was infected with hIV as a 
result of a blood transfusion when he was 10 years old. he had made a moving 
speech to the Global young Greens conference in nairobi in January 2007, with 
the title ‘I do not Give up hope’: ‘my experience as a victim of the medical and 
industrial crime made me realise that people can live happily when, and only 
when, our society cares for the values of peace, life and human rights … we 
have to appeal the importance of Green politics which values not only peace, 
but also the global environment and biodiversity, aiming at a truly sustainable 
society.’ ryuhei Kawada was elected. But he has since, to the disappointment of 
the Greens, joined the right-wing.

on the 22 november 2010 Kazumi Inamura became the first popularly 
elected Green mayor of Japan, in the city of amagasaki, as well as the first 
female mayor of the city, with 54% of the vote. The Japan Greens did not 
participate in the lower house elections of 2014 because of lack of financial 
resources. to participate in an election a deposit of 3–6 million yen must be 
paid (22,500–45,000 euro) for every candidate. according to information 
from rikiya adachi, secretary of International relations of Greens Japan, the 
minimum cost for deposits for an election campaign would be 24 million yen 
(180,000 euro), with campaign expenditures on top of that. The party has 38 
local councillors (15 women).

http://greens.gr.jp/world/english

Korea: Green Party Plus

The Green party plus, Gpp (noksaekdang), was initiated on 20 october 2011 
and formally inaugurated on 4 march 2012. however, there was a predecessor, 
Korean Greens, which participated in the founding of the asia-pacific Green 
Federation in 2005.

Gpp claims to be a party in which grassroots members take leading roles, 
chosen by direct democracy and lottery, and reflecting minorities’ opinions 
including those of women, the disabled, immigrants and youth. It presents itself 
as an alliance of regional parties, where every entity is independent, but shares 
its goals and values with Green party Korea, including ecological wisdom, social 
justice, grassroots democracy, non-violence, peace, continuity and respecting 
diversity. The president of the party is mr seungsoo ha.

The election campaign in 2012 focused on non-nuclear energy, especially 
in regional districts where nuclear power stations are placed. The party won 
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about 100,000 votes, 0.48%, which was too little to keep the official registration. 
however it managed to re-register in october the same year, by adding ‘plus’ to 
its name. In the local elections of 2014 the Greens fielded 23 candidates, but no 
Green was elected to any municipal office.

www.kgreens.org

Mongolia: Mongolian Green Party

mongolia has two Green parties that are members of the apGF. The mongolian 
Green party (mongolyn nogoon nam) was founded in 1990, the first Green 
party on the asian continent. From 1996 to 2000 it was part of a coalition 
government with three other parties. Its basic aims are to improve human 
rights and democracy and to protect the environment. It had one seat in the 
parliament from 2008 to 2012.

civil will Green party (Irgenii Zorig-nogoon nam), which is a member of 
the liberal International, was created in 2012 through a merger of the civil 
will and the Green parties. It won two seats in the 2012 elections and is part 
of a coalition government. however, the merger was opposed by parts of the 
Green party, as reported in media in February 2011: ‘The recently concluded 
alliance between the Green party and the civil will party has run into rough 
weather as the former cancelled the membership of its former chairman, mr. 
d. enkhbat, who was chosen to head the alliance. long-time cwp leader and 
former Foreign minister s. oyun distanced herself and her party from the 
development, saying this was an internal matter of the Green party. she added, 
however, that it would be “shameful” if two parties that have only one seat 
each in parliament cannot come together to act as a strong opposition force.’61 
however, the merger was carried out on 28 January 2012, at a meeting with 500 
participants, who unanimously decided to create the new civil will Green party 
(cwGp).62

nevertheless the mongolian Green party still exists. Its leader is olzod 
Boum-yalagch. It claims to have 2,100 members and 65,000 supporters, but due 
to the internal changes and mongolian rules it must re-register. according to 
mGp it was damaged by fraud in the 2012 election. It also explains that the 
leader of the civil will Green party, ms ouyn, joined the mGp in 2000 and 
was elected mp first as candidate of the mGp, then of the cwGp. The mGp 
does not accept the cwGp as Green and alleges that the cwGp is in favour of 
uranium mining and has close relations with certain big business. obviously the 
split and exit of some of the mGp leadership and members to the cwGp has 
caused problems.

after an investigation the apGF has accepted both parties as members.
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Nepal: Green Civil Society

Green civil society (nepali Greens) is dedicated to raising a strong voice 
to ensure nepal’s physical security, social security, environmental security, 
economic security, health security, food security, energy security and national 
security, putting the environmental agenda centre stage. In august 2014 the 
nepali Greens launched a ‘youth self-employment campaign’ on the occasion 
of International youth day. The party adheres to basic Green values, such as 
environment conservation, sustainable development and peace. as stated on 
its homepage, it is committed to conserving natural and cultural resources 
and to the development of a sustainable and peaceful society by respecting 
and protecting the rights of mother nature and living beings including human 
beings. The party didn’t get any mps in the elections of november 2013. The 
president is Ballav timalsina (male).

www.greencivilsociety.org

hariyali nepal party (Green nepal party) is another party which was founded 
in 2007. It has been a member of the apGF. Kuber sharma, the party’s founding 
president, briefly held the post of nepal’s minister for culture and civil aviation 
for a period at the beginning of the 2000s. The party didn’t win any seats in the 
elections of november 2013.

New Zealand: The Green Party of Aotearoa New Zealand

The Green party of aotearoa new Zealand (in māori: rōpū Kākāriki o 
aotearoa) is the oldest national Green party in the world, originating in the 
Values party, founded in 1972. The party had lots of initial difficulties, not least 
due to the first-past-the-post electoral system. however in 1996 new Zealand 
introduced a mixed election system, and in the 1999 election the Greens gained 
5.16% of the vote and seven seats in parliament. since then the Greens have 
advanced to become the third largest political party in new Zealand. Its basic 
principles are: ecological economics, social justice, participatory democracy 
and non-violence. The party protested against the military invasions of Iraq and 
afghanistan, and in a parliamentary speech on 6 november 2014, Green mp 
Kennedy Graham called for non-violent methods to be adopted in the struggle 
against the Islamic state movement.

The party gives high priority to gender equality and in June 2014 launched a 
fierce attack on the outdated abortion legislation of the country. a press release 
stated: ‘The Green party will decriminalise abortion and assert the right of 
women to make decisions regarding their own health and the wellbeing of their 
family or whanau.’63 The party also defends the rights of the maori population, 
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adopting some maori traditions as parts of its basic values (te tiriti o waitangi) 
and an official status for the maori language. 

The party is led by co-leaders, female and male, metiria turei and russel 
norman. The 20 september 2014 election saw a small setback, with the vote 
share reduced to 10.7%, down from 11.1 in 2011 (which had been up from 6.7% 
in 2008). however the party kept its 14 mps.

https://www.greens.org.nz

Pakistan: Green Party

The pakistan Green party was founded in 2002. Its leader is liaquat ali shaikh. 
according to its statutes its main objectives are: grassroots democracy, social 
justice and equal opportunity, ecological wisdom, non-violence and peace, 
community-based economics and economic justice, gender equality and 
respect for diversity. In an email to the author liaquat ali affirms that the party 
in reality has no chairperson, but that pakistani law obliges it to have one. Its 
application for registration was rejected twice because there was no traditional 
leadership; because of this the party in 2008 formally created a position as chair, 
and was duly registered. 

In may 2009 it was reported: ‘pakistani Green party leader in the news’. 
liaquat ali shaikh, during a visit to the usa, was quoted as having said: ‘The 
world at large have said that war against terror is a global war. so these displaced 
one million people and anyone who is affected and displaced due to combat 
against terrorism, is a refugee affected by a global war and deserves attention 
and assistance as a “refugee” not as an Idp.’64 at the same time the us Greens 
and the pakistan Greens called in a joint statement for the termination of drone 
attacks inside pakistan. In 2010 it was reported by media that ‘the Green party 
of pakistan is growing, and using social networks as one tool to encourage 
that growth’.65 during the election campaign of 2012 a Green activist was 
murdered. The same year, in september, the leader of the party was detained 
while overseeing the distribution of relief materials for flood-affected people. 
In June 2013 the party leader, his wife and his driver were robbed in the sind 
province. These acts of violence caused a flood of protests, not least from other 
Green parties. In the elections in 2012 (senate) and in 2013 (representatives) 
the Greens won no seats.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/pakistan-Green-party/168311941055 

Philippines: Partido Kalikasan

partido Kalikasan (philippine Green party) was founded on 6 december 2003. 
however, two of the founders, delfin Ganapin and dr angelina ‘nina’ Galang, 

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   153 11/06/2015   15:35



154  green parties, green future

as well as the first chairperson, reverend Jose pepito cunanan, left the fledgling 
party after a short time. For several years the activists couldn’t agree to continue 
to form a real political party. a special aspect of the pK was its close relation to 
the christian church. some wanted to insert ‘almighty God’ in the preamble of 
the political programme. after discussion this was replaced by ‘creator’. still pK 
emphasises creation and spirituality. otherwise it adheres to common Green 
aims, such as agrarian reform, implementation of environmental laws, energy 
self-sufficiency through renewable non-nuclear power, and the promotion 
of small and medium enterprises. The pK blames the ecological, social and 
economic problems on colonialism. precolonial times are depicted as a golden 
age when communities were ruled sustainably by benevolent chieftains; gender 
balance is not treated as a matter of concern. some claim that the problem is 
solved, as the philippines is ranked number 9 on the Global Gender Gap report 
2014, just behind the nordic countries.66 

pK has contested some elections, getting one councillor. The party has tried 
to extend its membership and local branches, but in 2012 reported only 500 
members nationwide and a ‘presence’ in 49 of the 80 provinces. It did not 
contest the may 2013 national and local elections but has vowed to contest the 
elections of 2016. The pK is active in the field, as shown by its Village disaster 
risk and reduction management (Vdrrm) process in the autumn of 2014. 
according to the apGF homepage, the national chairperson, Kiko c. labro, 
concluded ‘that the national government’s inability to provide the necessary 
logistics and support system during natural calamities worsens the effects of the 
climate change on the philippines’. on its Facebook site a number of activities 
are reported, such as: ‘Greens ph will support the call of the most holiness 
Bishop tagle in the celebration of the mass and walk against climate change.’

https://www.facebook.com/partidokalikasan

Taiwan: Green Party/Lü Dang

The Green party of taiwan, Gpt (táiwān lü dăng), was founded in 1996. 
It developed out of nGos that formed an ‘alliance of social movements for 
legislation Inspection’ which advocated proportional representation in the 
national assembly with the slogan ‘waste assembly, recycle the resources’. 
however, the ministry of the Interior banned any naming of a political party 
after only a colour; thus the first Green party was named ‘Green, local and 
Fresh party’, but soon managed to change to the Green party. In 2005 the 
party was reorganised and more issues, apart from environment protection, 
were added to the agenda: gender identity, youth and employment, cultural 
preservation, human rights, agriculture and animal rights. In 2013 the Gpt 
reported having about 400 members and getting around 3% of the vote from 
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metropolitan middle-class communities, and up to 35.8% in areas affected 
by environmental issues. The party slogan is ‘political renewal for a Green 
livelihood’. some issues prioritised are: 1) Green economy and a nuclear free 
homeland; 2) carbon reduction and cutting taxation for Green social justice; 
and 3) enhancing health through food education, Green agriculture and a 
good environment. The struggle against nuclear power, an issue that received 
much attention in taiwan after the Fukushima disaster, has become a particular 
trademark of the Gpt. 

In 2006, the Gpt got nearly 1% of the votes for the taipei city council. In 
2008 the party joined a red-Green alliance, garnering 58,473 votes (0.58%) in 
the parliamentary election. In 2010, Gpt ran four candidates for taipei city 
council, winning an average of 2% of the vote. In the 2012 parliamentary 
election the Gpt got 230,000 votes (1.74%) and became the fifth most popular 
party. In taiwan’s local elections held on 29 november 2014, the party won two 
seats. The Gpt is led by two gender-balanced co-chairs: robin winkler and 
yang chang-ling

http://www.greenparty.org.tw/en

D. EUROPE

west european Greens: the Fourteen Veterans 

here follows the profiles of 14 veteran Green parties (members of the european 
Green party, eGp) in 12 countries in western europe, which all have – or until 
recently had – representation in their national parliaments. several are or have 
been partners in coalition governments. all the parties were founding members 
of the european Federation of Green parties in 1993 (eFGp), and all have a 
background as members of the coordination of european Greens (coGp) in 
the 1980s. They are treated in the order of their year of foundation.

(For further information about the activities and achievements of some of these 
parties as partners in coalition governments, see Chapter 5.)

 
United Kingdom (1973)

The Green party of england and wales (Gpew) (in welsh: plaid werdd cymru 
a lloegr) 

party leadership: one woman – natalie Bennett.
national elections 2015: 3.8%, 1 mp (caroline lucas).
european elections 2014: 7.87%, 3 meps.

www.greenparty.org.uk
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The Gpew is one of the oldest Green parties in the world, originating 
in a party called people, founded in 1973 to challenge the uK political 
establishment. In 1975 it changed its name to the ecology party; in 1985 to 
the Green party. In 1990 the scottish and northern Irish Greens split off and 
formed separate parties, while the welsh Greens remained as an autonomous 
party within the Gpew. 

The first political platform of the ecology party (ep), was based upon the 
four main principles of the ‘Blueprint for survival’, published by the Green 
magazine The Ecologist in 1972: ‘minimum disruption of ecological processes; 
maximum conservation of materials and energy; a population in which 
recruitment equals loss; a social system in which the individual can enjoy rather 
than feel restricted.’67 In 1979, with 560 members, ep contested 53 seats at the 
general election, gaining under 2% of the vote, but the membership shot up 
to 6,000. In the 1981 county council elections ep contested 332 out of 4,600 
seats. one Green was elected in cornwall, with 52%. In 2015 the party has two 
seats on the Greater london assembly, numerous local councillors across the 
country, and won control of Brighton & hove unitary authority in 2011.

The Gpew always has been critical of many aspects of the european union, 
but never campaigned for a unilateral British exit. after the eu elections of 
2014, the think-tank civitas summarised the position of the Gpew in the 
following way: ‘The Green party (3 meps) is critical of many aspects of the 
way the eu is run, believing that government should be as close to the people 

Figure 12 some founders of the uK Green party. From the left: michael Benfield, david 
taylor, Freda sanders, elisabeth whitebread, clive lord, lesley and tony whittaker. 
photo: courtesy of Global Greens.

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   156 11/06/2015   15:35



appendix: green parties in 100 countries  157

as possible. The party also fears that the eu is not adequately concerned about 
ecological priorities. The party opposed the eu constitution and the lisbon 
treaty. It also opposes uK membership of the euro.’

In January 2013 the Green mp caroline lucas called for a referendum 
sooner rather than later.68 she emphasised that she was doing so because ‘I am 
pro-democracy, not because I’m anti-eu’. she has observed that ‘the eu has the 
potential to spread peace and make our economies more sustainable, and to 
promote democracy and human rights, at home and throughout the world. But 
it must urgently change direction, away from an obsessive focus on competition 
and free trade and towards placing genuine co-operation and environmental 
sustainability at its heart.’ 

The leadership of the ecology party in 1983 consisted of three chairpersons: 
Jonathon porrit, paul ekins and Jean lambert, all later well-known Green 
figures. In its 1983 election manifesto ‘politics for life’, the ecology party 
declared that while other parties have in common a ‘commitment to a form 
of progress which destroys the world and degrades the person’, ep is opposed 
to a nuclear state, the economics of more and more, the rape of the earth, and 
a society that leaves no room for the spirit. In a nutshell: peace, sustainable 
economics of self-reliance, recycling, rehabilitation and repair, reverence for 
the earth ‘and all its creatures’, decentralised communities, balance between 
feminine and masculine values, one world, ‘the spirit – responding to people’s 
hunger for meaning, placing less emphasis on material values and more on 
personal growth and spiritual development’. In 1984 the ep campaigned for 
proportional elections, against nukes, and for food health. Gpew has been 
active around the construction of an alternative Green economy, supported 
by the activities of the independent Green economics Foundation. Gpew is 
critical of the neoliberal economics of the eu.

an electoral peak was reached in the eu election of 1989, when the uK 
Greens won 15% of the votes (with sara parkin as the leading personality), 
but no seats. The uK Greens were given an honorary seat as a full member of 
the Green Group in the european parliament. There was a debate about the 
election system, which was later changed for eu elections. however the system 
for the British parliament remained unchanged and the Greens lost some of 
their momentum, despite from 1999 having representation in the european 
parliament (starting with Jean lambert and caroline lucas) and several local 
council seats. The next breakthrough was the election to the British parliament 
of caroline lucas in 2010. In 2013 the party reported progress in county 
elections. 

In 2015 it is reporting a rapid increase of members, reaching a total of 
some 50,000. It fielded candidates in 75% of the constituencies in the may 
2015 parliamentary elections. election opinion polls were consistently placing 
Green support in a range between 4% and 11%. In a message to the public, 
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the chairperson of the party tried to summarise what the election was about 
from a Green point of view: ‘Imagine a political system that puts the public 
first. Imagine an economy that gives everyone their fair share. Imagine a society 
capable of supporting everyone’s needs. Imagine a planet protected from the 
threat of climate change now and for the generations to come. That’s the future 
we want to create and we have the means to do it.’

The result of the may 7 election – 1,157,613 votes, 3.8% – was a huge victory 
and would have resulted in a large group of Green mps in any other eu country. 
however, the Greens had only caroline lucas reelected. at the same time, the 
scottish national party with 4.7% of the vote got 56 mps. In the uK it is not 
only the Greens who believe that an election system that can produce such an 
imbalanced result is democratically flawed.

In the autumn of 2014 the new British election study (Bes) tried to establish 
a profile of the Green voter: she is more likely to be female (57%); younger 
(average age 41, with 31% under 25); and non-religious (48%); all to a greater 
extent than the supporters of other parties. she is also more likely to be a 
graduate (47%), and a Guardian reader (28%). according to Bes, on a left-right 
scale running from 0 (far left) to 10 (far right), Greens place themselves at 2.76 
on average. while Greens share with uKIp voters some populist disillusion-
ment, they have considerably different views on most political issues, including 

Figure 13 caroline lucas, the first Green to be elected to the British parliament, 2010, 
speaking at the launch of the Brighton and hove living wage commission. she served as 
an mep for two five-year terms from 1999 and was the leader of the Greens of england 
and wales 2008–12. lucas was reelected in may 2015. photo: courtesy of Global Greens.
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immigration, europe, British identity, austerity, welfare benefits, crime, gay 
marriage and the environment; Greens are essentially cosmopolitan leftist social 
liberals rather than nationalist, right-wing, social conservatives. But they are 
also more optimistic about the potential for positive outcomes from political 
participation.69 

The scottish Green party, sGp (pàrtaidh uaine na h-alba) 
party leadership: one man – patrick harvie
elections: in 1999 robin harper was elected member of the scottish parliament 
(msp), thereby becoming the first Green parliamentarian in the uK. at the 
elections of 2011 the sGp got two msps. since 2012 the party has 14 local 
councillors (an increase by 6). 

The sGp works for independence for scotland and supported the yes-option 
in the referendum in september 2014 (which lost), with the support of Gpew 
and the eGp. The sGp even campaigned in favour of dropping the British 
pound and introducing a scottish currency. 

www.scottishgreens.org.uk

Belgium (Groen 1979, Ecolo 1980)

dutch-speaking Groen and French-speaking ecolo have usually had a common 
group in the Belgian parliament.

agalev: anders gaan leven (to live in another way) 
Founded as movement in the early 1970s; transformed into a political party in 

1979. changed name to Groen! (Green!) in 2003.
party leadership: one woman – merem almaci
national elections 2014: 5.3% (8.6% in the Flemish region), 6 mps
european elections 2014: 10.6%, 1 mep

www.groen.be

ecolo: ecologistes confédérés pour l’organisation de luttes originales 
(confederated ecologists for the organisation of original struggles).70

Founded 1980
party leadership: co-presidents, one woman – emily hoyos, one man – olivier 

deleuze
national elections 2014: 3.3% (8.7% in wallonia), 6 mps
european elections 2014: 11.7%, 1 mep

www.ecolo.be

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   159 11/06/2015   15:35



160  green parties, green future

The breakthrough for the Belgian Greens came with the election of 1981 
when agalev and ecolo both got two mps each. In the 1980s their support 
increased and in 1985 they together won nine seats after a campaign against 
us nuclear missiles. Green mps illegally entered a us base in wallonia, were 
arrested and released only after a special decision by the parliament. In 1993 the 
Belgian Greens gave their support to the transformation of Belgium into a fully 
federal system in exchange for the introduction of an eco-tax on bottles.

In a 1985 report on the first four years in parliament, ecolo listed actions 
inside and outside parliament: arrival of the new mps to parliament on 
bicycles, fighting xenophobia, supporting more power to municipalities and 
regions, measures to ameliorate linguistic antagonism, support for contentious 
objectors, proposals for better environment and less pollution, rejecting nuclear 
energy, and support for international solidarity.71 ecolo undertook many non-
parliamentary actions, such as the occupation of the office of the regional 
water company to protest against water pollution. In 1984 ecolo banned the 
accumulation of political positions: no more than one elected post was allowed, 
and no more than one internal post on the same level.72

In a report on its activities in parliament in 1987, agalev listed: initiatives to 
phase out nuclear energy, environmental legislation, liberalisation of abortion, 
help for political refugees, campaigns against tGV (high speed trains) and 
for a basic income and reduction of working hours. at a general assembly 
in december 1988 ecolo adopted a programme for the upcoming european 
elections of 1989 which contained criticism of the anti-environmental effects of 
the ec single market project because of the liberalisation of trade rules.73

The elections of 1999 brought Green success. agalev’s representation 
increased from five to nine mps, ecolo’s from six to 11. The Green parties were 
invited to take part in a ‘rainbow’ government (see chapter 5). The elections of 
may 2003 by contrast were a disaster. agalev lost all its mps, ecolo more than 
half. however, a comeback was already underway at the elections of 2007 and 
in 2014 the parties were back at their strength before the victory of 1999, Groen 
a little upwards to 5.3% and six seats, ecolo a little downwards to 3.3% and 
six seats. after the 2014 elections ecolo organised (with Groen participation) a 
conference on ‘Being in a government coalition – what information is needed 
to prepare the future?’ The Belgian Greens were mobilising for a comeback as 
government parties.

Jack morael, secretary general of ecolo during most of the 1980s and ’90s, 
when celebrating his 30 years in Green politics said: ‘a tie doesn’t matter as long 
as you don’t hide behind it.’74 This may be a good summary of the efforts of the 
Belgian Greens to keep their alternative soul despite having become part of the 
political establishment. 

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   160 11/06/2015   15:35



appendix: green parties in 100 countries  161

Germany (1980)

Bündnis 90/die Grünen (alliance ‘90/The Greens)75

Founded 1980 as die Grünen in west Germany, merged in 1993 with the east 
German Bündnis 90.

party leadership: two spokespersons, woman – simone peters, man – cem 
Özdemir.

national elections 2013: 8.4%, 63 mps
european elections 2014: 10.7%, 11 meps

www.gruene.de
(For information on the Red-Green government 1998–2005, see Chapter 5).

Green and ‘miscellaneous lists’ (Bunte liste) gained seats in local and regional 
assemblies in the 1970s. a strong incitement for the Greens was the wide 
popular protests against the nato decision in 1979 to deploy nuclear missiles 
in western europe. petra Kelly, one of the first spokespersons of die Grünen, 
was a shining star of this movement. In the european elections of 1979 a Green 
list got 3.2%. however, die Grünen was not founded until January 1980, at a 
congress in Karlsruhe. when the west German parliamentary elections of 6 
march 1983 approached, some in the circles of power were troubled. The 
Washington Post wrote of ‘west Germany’s Green menace’ and expressed 
deep irritation: ‘while american and west German leaders scramble to find a 
consensus on new defensive missiles for nato, the Green party is escalating its 

Figure 14 die Grünen in the German parliament, der Bundestag, 
1983. The star of the party, petra Kelly, is seen in the first row, with 
the social democratic leader hans Jochen Vogel sitting on her 
right and the chancellor, helmut Kohl, on her left, three seats 
away. photo: courtesy of Global Greens.
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emotional peace rhetoric for the march 6 election by taking dead aim at uncle 
sam.’76 Der Spiegel quoted a politician from cdu branding an entry of die 
Grünen into the parliament as ‘hausbesetzung’ (occupation of a house).77 die 
Grüne raupe (the Green caterpillar) toured the country and urged voters to let 
Germany go green, pleading for disarmament, no more exploitation of the third 
world, an end to nuclear power, waste and the throwaway culture, in favour 
of gender equality and social rights, and a move away from the failed growth 
economy to a sustainable circular economy. They stood against military blocs, 
and for neutrality. among supporters were the journalist Günther wallraff and 
the Gdr dissident wolf Biermann. The election was a victory for the cdu, 
a defeat for the social democrats, and saw a Green entry into the Bundestag 
(parliament) with 5.6% of the votes and 27 mps. a swedish right-wing 
newspaper alleged that ‘the soviets strongly praise die Grünen’.78

Die Grünen – two parties in one
many of the founding members were left-wingers who saw die Grünen as 
their only option for party politics. The communist party had been outlawed 
in 1956. Thus, there was no room either legally or politically for any reformed 
communist parties of the kind that attracted the ‘new left’ in other countries. 
at the same time die Grünen attracted a lot of pacifists, feminists and 
environmentalists. This created the basis for conflicts between fundis (funda-
mentalists) and realos (realists), both about political content (the fundis being 
more left-wing) and methods (the fundis opposed participation in government). 
sometimes the two factions acted as two different parties. 

The toughest grassroots rules
In the 1980s die Grünen introduced some severe grassroots rules. no Green 
mp was allowed to remain for more than half the period, after which she/he 
should be replaced by a follower/nachrücker. nobody could hold a position 
in the party structure and a public office at the same time. Greens who 
received salaries from political positions had to donate most of it to the party. 
This created problems. The ban on accumulation of positions contributed to 
divisions between the party and the parliamentary group. and the limits on 
salaries met with difficulties from the tax authorities. most of these exacting 
requirements have been gradually slackened, if not entirely abolished. The most 
visible remnant of the grassroots rules is that die Grünen still has no single 
party leader, but two equal co-speakers (sprecher), one woman, one man.

Petra Kelly – the assassinated peace symbol
early in 1984, the most odd of the Green mps, Gert Bastian – the former 
second world war general turned pacifist and partner of the globally 
well-known symbol of die Grünen, petra Kelly – left the Green parliamentary 
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group, alleging that ‘communists’ had too much influence. he was angry that 
petra Kelly had been criticised by left-wingers and complained about inefficient 
working methods.79 Kelly defended him, complaining that he had ‘continually 
to excuse himself … for having been once a military officer’.80 despite a 
decision by her party organisation in Bavaria that she should rotate in 1985, she 
remained in parliament for the full four-year term; this didn’t prevent her from 
being re-nominated and re-elected in 1987 for a second term until 1990. on 1 
october 1992 she was shot dead by Bastian, who then shot himself. This tragedy 
was at first considered to be a joint suicide. But the German feminist writer 
alice schwarzer81 and the former leader of the uK Greens sara parkin82 accuse 
Bastian (aged 69) of having assassinated Kelly (aged 44). There are reports that 
she planned to leave Bastian. It is also alleged that Bastian feared being exposed 
as having been involved with the stasi, the Gdr security service. By killing 
himself and petra he ‘spared her’ from such negative knowledge. petra Kelly 
was a very emotional person. on one occasion, during the final minutes of the 
dramatic congress of Karlsruhe 1988, she made a vehement appeal in favour of 
tibet, and threatened to quit the party if her proposal was not accepted. some 
new members of die Grünen may have been flabbergasted, but most party 
members admired her despite her whims and approved her demand 161 to 108. 
Thus, with the passing of petra Kelly, who never sided with either the fundis or 
the realos, die Grünen lost not only a symbol but also an activist who pushed 
the basic issues of the movement, not least pacifism. It is hardly conceivable 
that die Grünen, with ‘peace-angel’ petra Kelly still active, would have accepted 
Joschka Fischer’s support for German military intervention in Kosovo 1999 and 
afghanistan 2001. 

Greens in parliament: ‘A giant sensitivity session’
during the first years after the Green entry into the parliament scores of books, 
including memoirs, about the Green experiment were published.83 petra Kelly 
clarifies: ‘with the often misunderstood phrase I have introduced – antiparty 
party – I have intended a party which always is able to distinguish between 
power and morality.’ she also complains: ‘several of us have become anxious 
and insecure people because of the regular hostilities from our own ranks and 
because of the cynicism, malicious pleasure and chilliness encountered from 
within.’ she states that fear of rotation leads to an inability to act. antje Vollmer, 
who tried to establish a balance between fundis and realos, concluded that 
rotation and financial rules create problems because of tax and job security 
legislation. Joschka Fischer characterises the parliament as ‘an unbelievable 
assembly of alcoholics’ and a ‘club of men where arrogance and fear of sexuality 
lead to the notorious male sneers’. what happens in the Green Group is ‘a giant 
sensitivity session’. he became worried when confronted with ideas about 
exploiting the parliament to create chaos, which he condemned. a kind of 
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reply to Fischer comes from Thomas ebermann and rainer trampert, former 
marxists, who claim that only through steadfast opposition, ruthless revelations 
of the scandals of the power elite, and optimal mobilisation, could the spd be 
obliged to make concessions. But not even the most skilful and sly parliamentary 
politics could change the basic structure of society, they maintain, which means 
that the main arena for the Greens is outside the parliament. Fischer replies: 
‘while the Greens by their ecological criticism define a system issue, they have 
given a clearly reformist reply by entering the parliament.’

The beginning of the realo-fundi conflict
when Jutta ditfurth was elected one of three speakers in 1984, the fundi-realo 
conflict reached new levels. already after one year demands were made to 
dismiss ditfurth because of her accusation that the Greens were accomplices 
in the ‘murder’ of a participant in a street manifestation in Frankfurt, who 
was killed by water-cannon. as the Greens in Frankfurt hadn’t voted against 
the budget post for buying water-cannons, they were, according to ditfurth’s 
logic, ‘accomplices’. Just before the congress Joschka Fischer had been appointed 
minister of environment in hesse, the first red-Green coalition on regional 
level, which the fundis considered to be a treachery. Jutta ditfurth repeated her 
accusations in front of the 850 delegates in offenburg. despite this, more than 
two thirds rejected the dismissal demand.84

another example of the hostile feelings between fundis and realos was a 
statement by another of the speakers, rainer trampert: ‘I have been presented 
as a supporter of a red-Green coalition and of having described Joschka 
as unfit, but the truth is that I am an opponent of a red-Green coalition but 
consider Joschka as fit.’ 

It was typical of die Grünen during this period that at one congress someone 
suddenly announced that everybody must go to the nuclear site in wackersburg, 
to support ‘our friends’ who were struggling with the police. several dozen 
buses were ordered, the congress was interrupted and everybody travelled 400 
kilometres. It was of a kind of chicken race: which ‘real’ Green could prefer to 
talk when action was needed at an anti-nuke demonstration?

The fundis lose the struggle
In its programme for the elections of 1987 die Grünen reported on its 
achievements since 1983, including revelations of illegal finances in the old 
parties (the Flick-scandal), and the foregrounding of women in politics (there 
were only women in the Green parliamentary group bureau); however it had 
not been possible to stop deployment of missiles and the introduction of 
security laws. die Grünen was presented as a feminist, antisexist and antifascist 
party. The programme warned against an ‘authoritarian security state’ and 
asserted that if the cdu/csu/Fdp regime was re-elected it would ‘sharpen the 
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ecological crisis, increase the danger of war and lead to further weakening of 
democratic and social rights’. The result of the 1987 elections was a success. die 
Grünen got 8.3% and 44 mps; however the right-wing government remained 
in power.

In march 1988 Der Spiegel published accusations of financial irregularities 
against die Grünen. also daniel cohn-Bendit, a close friend of Joschka 
Fischer, made accusations in the Frankfurt left-Green magazine Pflasterstrand. 
In october the accusations were repudiated by an investigative commission.85 
nevertheless the Karlsruhe congress of 2–4 december 1988 was dramatic. 
some of the Greens began to get fed up with the left-wing troika of speakers, 
not only the realos (led by Fischer) but also the aufbruch-group around antje 
Vollmer (later vice president of the Bundestag). however, the left-wingers 

Figure 15 Jutta ditfurth, spokesperson of die Grünen 1984–88, 
addressing a party congress. ditfurth was an impressive orator and 
a fundi hardliner. after some years the rank-and-file Greens became 
fed up and voted to dismiss her. she left die Grünen in the early 
1990s and has written several books accusing the Greens of political 
treachery. photo: the author.
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considered both the realos and aufbruch to be traitors. In an aggressive speech 
Jutta ditfurth accused the realos of having leaked false information about the 
alleged financial scandal to Der Spiegel; she was met by loud boos at least ten 
times and got applause only twice, when she attacked other parties. This author 
was present and made a note that this was ‘a suicidal speech’. a no-confidence 
motion was passed by 214–186, and the fundi board (Bundesvorstand) resigned. 
The day after, petra Kelly told me: ‘Jutta acted completely wrongly’, and Joschka 
Fischer admitted privately: ‘I am very satisfied, I have lived through similar 
situations 4–5 times in hesse; the fundis haven’t understood the importance of 
political responsibility.’ 

NATO as guardian against German militarism?
In 1988 the party published a booklet called, in a play of words, ‘to be or nato 
be’. The booklet quotes from the party congress in oldenburg, september 1987: 
‘die Grünen is steadfast on the demand for a unilateral exit by west Germany 
from nato.’ however, as an attachment to the booklet was a speech by Joschka 
Fischer against unilateral German exit from nato.86 his point was that 
Germany needed a guardian – nato – to ensure it did not become dangerous 
again (like during the first half of the twentieth century). he was not the only 
German Green to fear a German ‘sonderweg’ (separate way) which could lead 
to renewed militarism, but few agreed that nato was the best guarantor of 
non-militarism in Germany. during the first 15 years of the life of die Grünen, 
pacifism prevailed. however, after the Green entry into the government in 1998, 
the fear of a German ‘sonderweg’ became stronger – if it was not just a tactical 
adaptation to being part of a government in a nato country. 

The fall of the Wall and German unification
The reaction of die Grünen to the fall of the Berlin wall was swift and, as it 
appeared, disastrous. In a statement of 17 november 1989, die Grünen said that 
‘west-Germany must recognise Gdr and the two-state situation of Germany 
– which is a result of the German initiation of the second world war.’ This 
was a rejection of reunification. however, only days after the fall of the wall 
a first initiative to found a Green party in east Germany was made.87 The first 
congress was held in halle, 9–11 February 1990, with 350 delegates, who elected 
a board of three women and three men, demanded the dissolution of military 
blocs, and stated that a unification of Germany could only be realised inside 
a european framework. a joint conference of the Greens in east and west 
Germany in magdeburg in march 1990 demanded ‘demilitarisation, dissolution 
of blocs and a future German confederation in the framework of a european 
peace order’, which may be interpreted as a retreat by the west German Greens. 
at the first free Gdr elections to the Volkskammer (18 march 1990) the Gdr 
Greens got 2%, which according to spokesperson andreas schultz was ‘not bad’; 
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and he added: ‘now we have to form the process of the unification in ecological 
and democratic ways.’ Germany was reunited on 3 october 1990, and the first 
all-German elections were held on december 2. The two parts of Germany were 
treated as two different constituencies, a system that had been promoted by die 
Grünen. however, the west German Greens suffered a severe setback, falling 
from 8.3 to 4.8% and losing all their 44 mps, while Bündnis 90 (in coalition 
with the Gdr Greens) managed 6.0%, thereby keeping a Green representation 
of eight mps in the Bundestag. The irony was that together the west and 
east Greens got 5% across Germany, and would have had a considerable 
representation if Germany had been one constituency. In 1993 die Grünen and 
Bündnis 90 merged into Bündnis 90/die Grünen.

Joschka Fischer – the informal leader during two decades
From the mid 1980s until his departure after the fall of the red-Green 
government in 2005, Joschka Fischer was the dominating personality of die 
Grünen. when he was minister of Foreign affairs he was often the most 
popular politician in Germany. however, when Germans were asked if their 
admiration for Joschka meant that they planned to vote for the Greens, the reply 
was often: ‘oh no! The Greens are a bunch a maniacs, but Joschka is something 
else!’ In the first election after Joschka’s departure, in 2009, die Grünen got its 
best result ever, 10.7%. 

Following his departure, Joschka Fischer was sometimes described as 
corrupted by power, for instance by his former friend Jürgen schreiber.88 Der 
Spiegel reported that ‘there is nothing the new leaders estimate less than advice 
from the former patriarch that they haven’t asked for’.89 In the first part of his 
autobiography Fischer admits that he went too far in ideological effacement 
when as the new minister of Foreign affairs he declared: ‘There is no Green 
foreign policy, just a German one.’ nevertheless he cannot take Green pacifists 
seriously; he doesn’t consider them respectable persons with different points 
of view, but dreamers or saboteurs or cowards. reading his autobiography 
it appears as a mystery why – back in the 1970s when he took the step from 
left-wing street-fighting to parliamentary politics – he chose the Greens. was it 
out of conviction – or because the small and new party seemed the most liable 
to allow conquest from within? a revealing book has described how Joschka 
and his pals took over the Frankfurt branch of the Greens in a coup.90 

one of the first things Joschka did as minister of Foreign affairs was to 
declare in washington that the Green demand for Germany to leave nato was 
‘obsolete’. he became a pioneer in getting Germany to participate in a war, in 
Kosovo in 1999.91 If a Green, in principle pacifist, had not given legitimacy to a 
German entry into a war, would other politicians have dared to do so, risking 
a backlash of harsh Green attacks? In september 2007 a first major result of 
Fischer’s departure could be seen at the extra party congress in Göttingen, 
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when a majority of delegates (361–264) rejected a proposal to prolong German 
participation in the IsaF-intervention in afghanistan.

when in 2011 the present author asked a leading German Green for 
his opinion on the second part of Fischer’s autobiography, the reply was: 
‘I have promised myself never more to read a single line by that man!’ 
Fischer’s reputation had already shrunk significantly, triggered also by a 
documentary film with the title ‘Joschka and mr Fischer’, which tried to catch 
the transformation of the stone-throwing Joschka of the 1970s into the mr 
Fischer of the 1990s, dressed in a three-piece suit. In the second part of his 
autobiography mr Fischer repeats over and over again that Germany must 
always act as a loyal partner to the usa, which is at odds with the Green line of 
the 1980s. he shows a total disdain for most of his internal Green critics, but he 
has problems as well with antje Vollmer who also opposed the afghanistan war. 
while not able to credibly discard her as a left-wing maniac he characterises her 
as ‘a Green protestant national pacifist’.92

with his tough rejection of all hesitation about the wars in Kosovo and 
afghanistan in mind, it may seem odd that Fischer took a very strong position 
against the us invasion of Iraq in 2003, citing international law and lies of the 
Bush regime. why this difference concerning Iraq compared to Kosovo and 
afghanistan? was it due to Green convictions? or to the fact that his spd 
prime minister, Gerhard schröder, took a tough line against the Iraq war? If 
schröder had supported the Iraq war, would Joschka have protested and quit or 
would mr Fischer have obeyed and remained?93

Jutta and Claudia – two different fundis
The antithesis of Joschka Fischer in the history of the German Greens is of 
course Jutta ditfurth, who since her dethronement in 1988 has published several 
libellous pamphlets against her former party. In a 2011 version she devotes a 
whole chapter to expressing her horror over the abstention of the spokespersons 
of die Grünen in 2010 from supporting a so-called schottern-action – digging 
out the roadbed of a railway to prevent transports of radioactive waste. 
she doesn’t accept that a parliamentary party cannot participate in violent 
illegal actions.94

while Jutta ditfurth quit die Grünen in 1991, quite a few fundis have 
remained. one is claudia roth, co-speaker of the party 2001–2013. In 2012 
there were speculations that she might become minister of Foreign affairs 
after a victory in the 2013 elections.95 But the party preferred the veteran fundi 
Jürgen trittin because, according to Der Spiegel, claudia was considered ‘too 
left-wing, too gaudy, too provocative’. at the same time she was compared with 
Joschka Fischer, with admiration: ‘she doesn’t, as Joschka Fischer did, travel 
to the traditional alliance-partner in washington to discuss strategic issues 
at the think tanks. she goes to places where there are clashes and stinks. she 
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visited during the previous years countries such as afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, 
syria, north Korea, and colombia; or, as only two weeks ago, libya; always 
to investigate human rights.’ In her political autobiography she tells of the 
shocking impression made upon her when in 1997 she witnessed an execution 
in arizona. she has also struggled at length for equal rights for homosexuals.96 
In 2013 she became vice president of der Bundestag.

Why the setback in 2013?
The election of 2013 was disappointing. despite high opinion polls the result 
was only 8.4% of the vote. what had happened? analysts gave three main 
reasons:

1. The paedophilia scandal. It was an old story, brought up anew by Der Spiegel 
under the headline ‘shadows of passed times’.97 For the umpteenth time 
during his career, daniel cohn-Bendit was asked about a problematic 
passage in a book, published in 1975, where he admitted that while working 
in a preschool he had let kids open his fly and touch his penis; now, almost 
40 years later, he explains that ‘we wanted an alternative to the condemning 
reaction of bourgeois society’ against all sexuality in children.98 such was 
the mood during the breakthrough of ‘sexual liberalism’ in the 1960s and 
’70s. mistakes were made, but no normal person seriously supported 
paedophilia. nobody seriously believes that cohn-Bendit has ever been 
permissive towards the sexual abuse of children, but it is ‘gefundenes 
Fressen’ for enemies of die Grünen, which has been exploited several times 
and may have scared off some voters.99

2. The Greens proposed an increase of taxes. one point in die Grünen’s 
327-page election programme said: ‘everybody with an income of under 
60,000 euro should pay less, the rest higher taxes. The increase in taxes for 
less than three million people will pay for the reductions of tax for those 
with low incomes.’ despite these clarifications, the middle class, helped by 
right-wing media, got the impression that they were in for a tax shock. 

3. The Greens proposed a ‘veggieday’, which in the anti-Green propaganda 
was described as a ban on eating anything not vegetarian. In die Grünen’s 
election programme it is affirmed that the increasing consumption of meat 
has negative effects on health and the environment and causes suffering to 
animals; therefore ‘public institutions should offer vegetarian and vegan 
dishes and a “veggieday” should be standard’. There was no proposal for any 
legal ban against eating meat. But the ‘veggieday’ was presented by media as 
a limitation of individual freedom. 

Energy transformation
one of the main achievements of the Greens was the decision by the 
red-Green government of 1998–2005 to start phasing out nuclear energy. 
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however, when the Greens lost their seats in the government in 2005 this 
plan was cancelled. Then the nuclear disaster in Fukushima in Japan in march 
2011 changed everything; in a very short time the power elite, including the 
political right-wing and big business, agreed that there is no future in nuclear 
energy. a huge energiewende (energy transformation) was initiated. with the 
energiewende it becomes clear that Green transformation includes a great 
deal of new production. In the may 2014 issue of the information magazine 
of the German ministry of Foreign affairs, the German minister sigmar 
Gabriel, also leader of the spd, is asked the question: why does an industrial 
nation like Germany go for a transformation to renewable energy? The reply: 
‘as an industrial nation we must phase out nuclear energy and increase the 
renewables.’100 It is odd that the major industrial nation of europe is making 
this switch towards Green energy without other european countries taking 
it seriously. 

 
Green ‘oligarchs’
what do politicians do when they are forced out of office? a couple of years 
ago the French monthly Le Monde diplomatique carried the headline ‘m 
Joschka Fischer et les Golden Grünen’ (mr Joschka Fischer and the Golden 
Greens). The article reported that Joschka was earning millions of euros as a 
consultant for Bmw, siemens and the gas pipeline project nabucco. others of 
his colleagues from the period in government were becoming multi-million-
aires by giving advice to producers of medicines, cigarettes, sweets and other 
hardly eco-labelled goods.101 a similar report was published somewhat later 
in Der Spiegel.102 The politicians who have managed to sell their experience in 
government for millions of euros are mostly spd and cdu people, but also 
include Joschka Fischer (Beraterfirma Joschka Fischer consulting).103

Die Grünen – a new CDU?
at its party congress in hamburg in december 2014 die Grünen officially 
erased the ‘veggieday’ from their programme and stated that they are indifferent 
towards what people eat. This statement, along with some other retreats, caused 
Der Spiegel to attack the party in an editorial: ‘For a long time it wasn’t enough 
for die Grünen just to get elected, which distinguished them from the “club 
for electing a chancellor” – cdu. die Grünen had the ambition to change 
reality. But now the party doesn’t even dare to recommend the Germans a 
meat-free day. The Green party is on the way to become a second cdu. It is 
on the wrong track.’104 Der Spiegel is right in the sense that die Grünen as a 
‘second cdu’ has no raison-d’être. But most likely Der Spiegel is wrong in the 
sense that such a deterioration of die Grünen seems utterly unlikely. however, 
the way die Grünen treats the eternal tension between ideology and electoral 

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   170 11/06/2015   15:35



appendix: green parties in 100 countries  171

tactics, between being defined out and being defined in, is a major factor in 
determining the role of Greens worldwide in the twenty-first century. 

Sweden (1981)

miljöpartiet de Gröna (environmental party – The Greens)
Founded 1981
party leadership: co-presidents, one woman – Åsa romson, one man – Gustav 

Fridolin
national elections 2014: 6.9%, 25 mps
european elections 2014: 15.4%, 4 meps
(For information about the Red-Green government, 2014– , see Chapter 5)

http://www.mp.se

miljöpartiet de Gröna was founded in september 1981.105 a pivotal background 
was the referendum on nuclear energy in march 1980, where, after the 
harrisburg incident in 1979, no established party dared to come out openly 
in favour of the nuclear option. The machinations of the power elite ended 
up with three formally anti-nuclear options: the first was supported by the 
right-wing party and the second by the social democrats and the liberals, 
and both appeared on the front page of the ballot paper calling for a successive 
dismantling of nuclear energy. however, in order not to stand for the same 
option as the right-wingers, the social democrats added to the back page of 
option 2 a call for public ownership of nuclear reactors. option 3 called for the 
rapid dismantling of the six existing reactors. option 2 got 39.1%, option 3, 
38.7%, and option 1, 18.9%. on this basis, the parliament decided that ongoing 
constructions and plans for new nuclear energy plants should continue (from 
6 to 12 reactors), but that they should then be dismantled within 30 years 
(thus sweden should have been nuclear-free in 2010). large numbers of the 
population understood that this had been a sham play. Thus, the referendum 
not only put a major Green issue on the agenda, it also illustrated the ruthless 
power game of the established politicians. This was one reason for the emphasis 
the initiators put on creating new methods for the new party: gender balance, 
collective leadership, rotation and anti-cumulation rules.

The first political programme of 1981 stated that ‘we, the living, have 
an implicit responsibility to safeguard the basic conditions of existence for 
ourselves, our children and coming generations’. main priorities were listed, 
such as halting the destruction of soil, air and water; stopping wasting our 
natural resources; phasing out the use of nuclear energy; disarming and 
working for peace; and decentralising society. most well-known Green 
concepts were invoked, such as spiritual and physical wealth; self-sufficiency; 
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meaningful work; gender equality; elimination of social and economic 
inequalities; small-scale activities; cultural variety and freedom of expression. It 
was emphasised that ‘our goal is a small-scale, balanced economy with neither 
private nor public power concentration’. more specific demands were made for 
the recycling of non-renewable materials; self-sufficiency in basic food stuffs; 
agriculture totally free of poisonous substances; no cruelty towards animals; 
renewable energy instead of oil and nuclear; reduction of transports to a 
minimum; a six-hour working day; and a more tolerant immigration policy.

In its first election in 1981 miljöpartiet got 1.8% of the vote, which was far 
below the 4% barrier, but above what any new party had got for decades. The 
figure for local elections, held the same day, was higher and Greens entered 
dozens of municipalities. In 1984 the collective leadership was replaced by two 
gender-balanced co-presidents, but the parliamentary election of 1985 was a 
disappointment, at 1.5%. however, the progress continued locally. In 1988 
environmental issues were put on the agenda, partly by an illness among seals. 
The broadcasting commission assessed that there had been illicit discrimination 
by public radio and tV against miljöpartiet during the election campaign in 
1985. Thus, in 1988 Green representatives could take part in tV broadcasts. 
polls predicted a flood of Greens into the parliament; it shrank to a river, but 
with 5.5% of the vote there were 20 Green mps. 

The swedish Green party had the same problems as die Grünen when it 
came to working out how to act in a parliament in order to remain alternative 
and at the same time influence decision-making. when in 1990 the social 
democrat government temporarily lost support from the left-communist 
party, which wouldn’t accept an austerity package, the government resigned 
and talks were started with the Greens. however, the social democrats and the 
Greens spoke different languages; the Greens demanded the realisation of most 
of its programme for a sustainable society, while the social democrats offered 
some billion kronas for building railways. In the election of 1991 the Greens 
missed the 4% barrier and had to leave the parliament. most observers thought 
that this was the end of the story. This author published a book in 1993, in 
which I proposed that the Green party should change its name to ‘Kvinnopartiet 
– de Gröna’ (The women’s party – The Greens).106

whether the behaviour during the governmental crisis in 1990 was the 
main reason for the electoral catastrophe is still open to debate. In its wake, a 
party executive replaced a number of committees and the ban on mps being 
members of the party leadership was abolished. however the system of gender-
balanced co-presidents, as well as rotation and other anti-cumulation rules, 
were retained. In the election of 1994 the Greens made a comeback, with 5% 
of the vote and 18 mps. The election of 1998 was a major setback for the social 
democrats (down 30 mps) and a minor setback for the Greens (down two 
mps), but thanks to the victory of the left party, which doubled its support (led 
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by a woman, Gudrun schyman),107 there was still a red-Green majority. From 
1998 the Greens initiated an organised cooperation with the social democratic 
government (as well as the left party), with common preparation of the state 
budget. Facing the elections of 2002 the Greens were caught in a crisis, down 
in the polls below the 4% barrier. one reason may have been the cooperation 
with the government, another that the male spokesperson Birger schlaug, one 
of the strongest figures in the party, as well as his female colleague marianne 
samuelsson, had resigned according to rotation rules. The new spokespersons, 
matz hammarström and lotta hedström, had some difficulties being taken 
seriously by media. after internal deliberations they decided to resign. The 
mood in the party was desperate, and there even was a proposal to abolish the 
system of gender-balanced co-presidents in order to make the Green star, Åsa 
domeij, president of the party. It is true that Åsa had demanded this change in 
the leadership system herself, but she had explained that she only wanted to be 
vice president. when the party finally had to accept this, it preferred to elect a 
new pair, maria wetterstrand and peter eriksson. The result was slight progress, 
with the addition of one mp. after some hesitation the Greens decided to accept 
another four years of organised red-Green cooperation without ministerial 
portfolios, but now with increased influence through Green experts employed 
in several ministries. Before the election of 2006 the Greens had decided that it 
was time for Green ministers. But the election was won by a right-wing alliance. 
Before an expected red-Green comeback in 2010 a comprehensive common 
programme (including the left party) was agreed. The election saw a Green 
victory (reaching an all-time high of 7.3% and 25 mps) but unfortunately also a 
red setback. The right-wing four-party government remained in power.

In 2012 the popular spokespersons wetterstrand and eriksson had to resign 
according to rotation rules. The main achievement of the new pair, Åsa romson 
and Gustav Fridolin, so far, is the entry of miljöpartiet into a red-Green 
government. some critics allege that the party has adapted too much to power 
politics.108 one example was the decision in 2008 to scrap the demand that 
sweden should leave the eu. probably the continued radical anti-eu position 
paved the way for the miljöpartiet’s major victory in the first swedish eu 
election of 1995, when the party got four meps. however, more and more 
swedish Greens felt uncomfortable with the exit demand. one reason was that 
they thought it better to try to exploit the eu for ecological purposes; another 
that the massive enlargement of 2004 made the eu ‘the only show in town’ for 
european cooperation; and a third that anti-eu rhetoric had been taken up by 
xenophobes. Thus, when spokesperson maria wetterstrand announced in 2008 
that she would act in order to change the position of the party, she was also 
supported by veterans from the anti-eu struggle.109 The decision to scrap the 
demand for exit was taken by internal referendum. according to a poll, may 
2015, miljöpartiet lost marginally since the election, down from 6.9% to 6.4%.
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Ireland (1981)

Green party (comhaontas glas)
Founded 1981 as the ecology party, 1983 Green alliance, 1987 Green party. The 

Irish Green party is an all-island party, with the northern Ireland Greens as 
a region of the all-Irish party.

leadership: a male leader, eamon ryan, with a female deputy, catherine 
martin.

national elections 2011: less than 2%, all 6 mps were lost.
regional elections: 1 out of 108 seats in the northern Ireland assembly.
european elections 2014: 4.9%, no mep.

www.greenparty.ie

The comhaontas Glas adheres to basic Green principles: anti-growth, tougher 
legislation to control pollution, self-sufficiency, cooperation as more important 
than competition, peace, etc. already in 1982 some Greens contested elections 
for the parliament (dial) and got 0.2%. In 1984, in a letter to the Forum for 
a new Ireland, the Irish Greens presented some basic demands in order to 
solve the northern Ireland issue: 1) replacement of the British army by an 
international body. 2) secular coeducation. 3) self-sufficiency of northern 
Ireland. 4) constitutional changes in the uK and the republic of Ireland. 5) a 
multiple-choice referendum. at the local elections of 20 June 1985 one Green 
was elected with 7%. In a manifesto of may 1989, the Irish Greens stated: ‘The 
policies of traditional left, right, and centre have been abject failures. Their 
policies of unlimited growth, a technological “fix” for all our problems and 
universal affluence, are false.’

The first Green mp (Irish: teachta dála, td), roger Garland, was elected in 
June 1989. he donated his salary to the party. John Gormley was elected td in 
1997 (bringing the number of Green tds to two). In 2002 the party reached a 
peak by getting six tds. a veteran Green, mary white, stated that these good 
results ‘catapulted the party into the “big time”’.110 From 1994 to 2004 there were 
two Green meps, nuala ahearn and patricia mcKenna.

during its first two decades, the Irish Green party had different forms of 
collective leadership and only after lengthy debates was trevor sargent elected 
sole party leader in october 2001. he was replaced by John Gormley, who was 
elected with 478 votes against 263 for patricia mcKenna. In the 2007 elections 
the Greens gained some votes, from 3.8% to 4.7%, but still got six tds. 

For almost three decades the Irish Greens were ‘eurosceptical’ and opposed 
new eu powers in the several referenda held in Ireland. however, in 2009, a 
majority of party members decided to support the new lisbon treaty, but as the 
majority was less than the required two thirds the party didn’t officially take the 
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position. The result in the referendum was ‘no’, and after some renegotiations 
there was a second referendum at which the Green ‘yes’ supporters managed to 
win a majority of just over two thirds. This was the first time the Irish Greens 
had campaigned in favour of an extension of eu powers.

In 2007 the party joined a coalition government (see chapter 5), but its 
ministers resigned in January 2011. In the following election all six mps were 
lost. one major reason was popular disappointment with the government’s 
handling of the severe economic crisis, another the absence of environmental 
issues from the election campaign. also the abrupt switch of policy on the eu, 
from critical to supporting a new treaty, may have scared off some Green voters. 
The eu election of 2014, where the party came close to winning an mep, may 
be a sign of recovery.

Portugal (1982)

os Verdes (The Greens)
Founded 1982 
party leadership: one woman – heloisa apolonia
national elections 2011: around 1%, 2 mps (in a coalition)

www.osverdes.pt

os Verdes identify as ecosocialist, left-wing, and agree with the Global charter, 
but in a reply to the author say that they ‘have some doubts on accepting the 
justified use of military force as it goes against our pacifist principles’. The party 
claims to be primarily anthropocentric and to belong to a left-wing trend. os 
Verdes don’t have gender quotas, but the national council has 16 women out of 
35 official members. There are two mps, one woman, one man.

os Verdes didn’t show up among other european Greens until a letter 
arrived to the coeG in may 1987, in which the party asked for support in the 
upcoming elections in July, despite its coalition with the communist party 
in the ‘unitarian democratic coalition’ (cdu), because ‘cdu is the only 
political area that has not compromised with government and its policy of 
environmental, cultural and social degradation’. In June 1988 the coeG received 
documents criticising os Verdes’ cooperation with the communist party from 
former Green mep antonio Gonzales and his assistant Isabel moura, who were 
now members of mdp (movimento democrático português, mdp, founded in 
1969 and dissolved in march 1994). In a vote in the coeG in 1988, both os 
Verdes and mdp were accepted as members.

at its fourth congress, 1–2 april 1989, os Verdes stated: ‘an analysis of its 
aims, its structure, its relations with the rest of the world and its impact on the 
biosphere make us affirm that the ec is a non-ecological, non-democratic, 
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non-solidary, aggressive and war-mongering organisation, in all contrary to 
development.’ In the platform for the 2009 eu elections, os Verdes called for 
‘construir uma europa para todos. não ao tratado de lisboa’ (Build a europe 
for all, no to the lisbon treaty). 

os Verdes has participated in all elections since 1987 on joint lists with the 
communists. This has given the party two mps in all elections. In June 2014 
os Verdes commented on the fact that another portuguese party, partido da 
terra, had talks with the eGp by stating that ‘we are by no means closed to 
cooperation and further conversations with the partido da terra’. partido da 
terra was founded in 1993 and stands for a liberal environmentalism. It has had 
representation in the portuguese parliament and in the eu election of 2014 got 
two meps who are members of the liberal Group in the european parliament.

Luxemburg (1983)

dei Greng (The Greens)
party leadership: co-presidents, one woman – sam tanson, one man – christian 

Kmiotek 
national elections 2013: 10.13%, 6 mps
eu elections 2014: 15.01%, 1 mep

www.greng.lu
 

dei Greng was founded in 1983 and emphasises sustainable development, 
eco-taxes and renewable energy. It also supports equal participation of 
immigrants. The party got two mps in its first election in 1984. however, it 
split in 1985 into the Green list ecological Initiative (GleI) and the Green 
alternative party (Gap). They won two mps each in the 1989 elections. In 1994 
they cooperated with a united list, which gained 11% and five seats. In the same 
year they got one mep. In 1995 the two parties reunited as dei Greng (The 
Greens). In 2004 the party increased its number of mps to seven. afterwards 
the Greens were invited as ‘election winners’ to coalition talks with prime 
minister Juncker, of the christian social peoples party, but nothing came out of 
it. In 2009 dei Greng kept their seven mps and single mep. The local election 
of 2011 was a victory for dei Greng, securing more than 30% of the vote in 
several communes. In 2013 the party saw a slight setback, losing one mp; but 
for the first time it joined a centre-left government coalition with the liberals 
and socialists (see also chapter 5).

dei Greng has been very ‘pro-european’. however, the party protested 
against the eGp plans to nominate Green top candidates for the eu elections of 
2014 because that would be biased in favour of the large countries. ‘Just think 
of the benefit of, for example, a German eGp candidate in southern europe.’111 
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however the eGp carried out its plan, with a German woman, ska Keller, and 
a French man, José Bové, as top candidates. and dei Greng’s mep claude 
turmes was re-elected.

Netherlands (1983, 1989)

In the netherlands there are two Green parties, both full members of the eGp.

de Groenen (The Greens) is the original dutch Green party, founded in 1983.
In the 2014 eu elections de Groenen got 0.23% of the votes. The party has not 
participated in parliamentary elections since 1998. It has a few local councillors.
party leadership: one man – otto ter haar.

www.degroenen.nl

Groenlinks (Green left) was founded in 1989 as a merger of four small 
parties: prp (radical political party), the cpn (communist party of the 
netherlands), the psp (pacifist socialist party), and the eVp (evangelical 
peoples’ party).

party leadership: one male president – rik Grasshof.
national elections 2012: 2.3%, 4 mps
european elections 2014: 7%, 2 meps 

https://groenlinks.nl

Groenlinks (Gl) emphasises that it belongs to the freedom-loving tradition of 
the left. Gl was the only dutch party to oppose the Gulf war in 1990–91. The 
Kosovo and afghanistan wars caused a lot of internal strife. however, the us 
invasion of Iraq in 2003 was met with unanimous rejection by the Gl.

In 1989 the Gl got six mps and gained 300 municipal council seats. In 
november 1990 the original parties dissolved, to make Gl into a single 
coherent party. For the 1994 elections Gl chose two co-leaders, one man and 
one woman. as the result was a slight setback the party switched to a single 
leader. In the 1998 elections, with one male leader, Gl doubled its number 
of mps to eleven. after 2002, when the xenophobic politician pim Fortuyn 
was assassinated, leading Green left personalities were harassed. Green left 
has been the most anti-xenophobic of all parties. The leading Gl mp, Frenke 
halsema, declared the Gl to be the ‘last liberal party’ in the country.

after the elections of 2006, Gl took part in exploratory talks about forming 
a coalition government with the christian democrat, labour and socialist 
parties. however, halsema declared that Gl had to withdraw because the 
party had lost in the election and had little in common with the christian 
democrats. This started an internal debate about halsema’s leadership and the 
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general strategy. however, in 2010 halsema was re-elected party leader and 
got dispensation to stand for parliament a fourth time, and the party won 10 
mps, an increase of three. with this victory the party was ready for coalition 
negotiations. however, nothing came of it and – partly because of this failure, 
partly because of a general upsurge of xenophobic politics in the netherlands 
– in 2012 Gl lost six seats. party leader Jolande sap resigned and was replaced 
by Bram van ojik. The eu election of 2014 was also a setback, with a reduction 
from three to two meps. The Gl since 2011 has five senators, members of the 
upper house.

Switzerland (1983)

die Grüne partei der schweiz, parti ecologiste suisse, partito ecologista 
svizzero, partida ecologica svizra (The swiss Green/ecological party) 

Founded 1983
party leadership: two women – adèle Thorens, regula rytz; some periods only 

one president.
national elections 2011: 8.4%, 17 mps; 15 chamber; 2 senate

www.gruene.ch

The programme of the swiss Greens has an emphasis on environmental 
protection, limits to truck traffic through the country, and similar Green 
demands. according to a survey conducted by the university of lausanne in 
the 2000s, Green candidates were in favour of ‘more state’ rather than ‘more 
market’, and more for integration and public transparency than tradition and 
conservatism. The Greens are active in favour of immigrants, anti-nato, for 
neutrality, and want more swiss assistance to developing countries and limits 
to financial secrecy. 

The first local Green parties won seats in local assemblies already in the 
1970s. In 1979 a swiss Green, daniel Brélaz, became the first ever Green mp. 
however, the all-swiss party wasn’t established until 1983. Brélaz, like all swiss 
mps, was only part-time, and kept his old profession. he paid half his salary of 
46,000 swiss Francs to the party (2014 = 38,000€). during the 1970s there were 
sectarian struggles with the left-wing l’alternative socialiste Verte. In 1983 the 
Greens got four mps (out of 200). The central office in Bern was, according to 
Brélaz, ‘not more than a letter-box’. The party’s main political demands were 
decentralisation, social solidarity, control over multinational corporations, and 
the struggle against nuclear energy and xenophobia. The swiss Greens were 
staunchly anti-militarist and non-violent.

The referendum in 1992 around the eea treaty (association with the eu) 
split the party; after the victory for the ‘no’ option, the swiss Greens hit a low 
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point with just above 5% of the votes. In 2007 a peak was reached with 9.6% 
and 20 mps. This was followed by a slight setback in 2011 to 8.4% and 15 mps. 
The Greens are the only major swiss party which has never had representation 
in the collective government (Bundesrat). referenda play a major role in swiss 
politics. The Greens have successfully introduced several petitions, such as 
Green economy and regulated nuclear phase-out, both in 2012. In the autumn 
of 2006 (two years after the eu enlargement from 15 to 25 member states) 
the swiss Greens made a statement in favour of joining the eu in order to 
transform it into a Green body.112

when on 27 april 2013 the swiss Greens celebrated their thirtieth 
anniversary it was observed that the party was part of government in 10 out 
of 25 cantons. ‘much of what then seemed utopian is now part of everyday life’, 
commented co-president regula rytz. ‘Green energy and transport policies, 
the economical use of land and the protection of landscapes – these are now 
widely accepted.’ But still there is much to do. The Greens want to phase out all 
nuclear plants, put more investment into sustainables, and make the banking 
system transparent.

Finland (1983/87)

Vihreä liitto/Gröna Förbundet (The Green league)
Founded 1987
party leadership: one man – Ville niinistö
presidential elections 2012: 18.8% (pekka haavisto), second round 37.4%
national elections 2015: 8.5%, 15 mps
european elections 2014: 9.3%, 1 mep 

http://www.vihreat.fi

Finnish Greens first took part in parliamentary elections in 1983, running 
a handful of independent candidates. two Green mps were elected. In a 
presentation in 1984 one of them, Ville Komsi, wrote: ‘I don’t think that we 
ever will have a normal formal organisation … nobody knows exactly how 
many Greens there are, but everybody knows that we exist. I think it’s fine 
like that.’ he listed the basic Green values: concern for environment, desire 
for peace and solidarity and social justice, non-violence, cultural diversity, 
rejection of ostentatious wastefulness, existential responsibility for one’s own 
life, self-sufficiency, no to the ‘hysterical’ employment ideology which prevents 
reduction of working time, guaranteed income, no to nukes or dams or fossil 
fuel, taxes on energy and scarce materials. Komsi referred to the Koijärvi 
incident in the spring of 1979, a non-violent action against the drainage of a 
small bird lake, which became symbolic for Finnish Greens.113
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In a chat with this author in 1986, the other Green mp, Kalle Könkkölä, 
admitted there were problems with not having a formal party. as an example 
he mentioned an incident when pentti linkola (considered eco-fascist) visited 
a Green meeting in 1985 and pleaded for violence against the enemies of 
environmental protection; he slapped a participant who protested. Then some 
Green women gave him flowers to demonstrate peacenik methods. But the 
media interpreted this as an approval of linkola’s opinions! with no party 
structure, how to publicise a negative appraisal of linkola? statements were 
made; some got many signatures, others fewer. did the media understand? 
no. during the stockholm congress of the european Greens in 1987, one 
leading Finnish Green, osmo soininvaara, complained that the Greens lost two 
million Finnish marks in state subsidies every year by not having a registered 
organisation. however Vihreä liitto/Gröna förbundet was registered as a 
political party in 1988. 

In a booklet from march 1988, ‘The Greens in Finland’, by the Finnish Green 
parliamentary group, it is reported that in late 1987 a splinter group led by eero 
paloheimo, mp, took the name Vihreät ry (‘The Greens’). In a comment to the 
author, heidi hautala (former mp and minister, from 2014 mep) writes: ‘eero 
paloheimo and erkki pulliainen, two of our four mps, were more eager than 
most others to found a formal party ... Furthermore they represented a more 
tough “dark Green” position, which highlighted the confrontation with those 
who also emphasised social and other issues. I belonged to the latter group, 
but could mediate with paloheimo. They did not get enough support to register 
their party, but we got it … rather soon, however, most Greens were reunited.’ 
anti-Green commentators in the media ridiculed the Green internal strife and 
called them the gaudy (Vihreä liitto) and the moss-green (the secessionists).

The local election of october 1988 saw a slight loss for the Greens. The day 
after, heidi hautala, then president of Vihreä liitto, said: ‘we must return to our 
original forms, not only citizens’ actions (like Koijärvi) but also other efforts to 
awake the public opinion.’114 when this author asked hautala if there had been 
any more Koijärvi-like actions, she replied: ‘no, I don’t think so. we mobilised 
for the parliamentary elections in 1991 and more than doubled our seats, and 
for the first time had women as mps, in 1991 we got 5 women and 5 men, in 
1987 it had been four men only. one reason was that we had decided to have a 
hundred percent female leadership of the party, with me as president and three 
other women as vice presidents.’ In december 1988 the Greens were attacked for 
supporting a right-wing taxation bill, by a left-wing mp, esko seppänen (later 
an mep), who claimed that the Greens had been ‘curtailed as radical movement’ 
and now tried to ‘make themselves acceptable as a government party’.115 But the 
Greens in 1990 made it clear that they could not be part of a government which 
agreed to a fifth nuclear reactor in Finland. 
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around 1989–90 Vihreät still had a pretty negative attitude towards the 
eec/eu. In november 1989 hautala demanded exceptions from eu rules that 
would allow 100% foreign ownership of Finnish firms.116 The Greens also stated 
that the environment would be damaged by the eu Internal market.117 In 1994 
about half the Finnish Greens were against joining the eu (while the party was 
in favour). polls showed a Green majority against joining the emu/euro, but 
the party was in favour. since Finland’s entry into the eu in 1995 Vihreät has 
always had a least one mep.

In 1995 pekka haavisto became minister of environment and development 
aid in a broad rainbow coalition, under social democrat leadership. The 
Greens left the government over the nuclear issue. again in 2007–2014 the 
Greens had several positions in the government, but left the government in 
december 2014 a second time because of a decision to build a nuclear reactor. 
(For more on Vihreät’s participation in governments, see Chapter 5.)

The 2011 election was a defeat for the Greens (down from 8.5% to 7.3%, and 
15 to 10 mps). at this election the xenophobic and eurosceptic true Finns won 
a landslide victory, which has affected the political debate. at the local elections 
of 2012 the party got 8.5% of the vote; in helsinki it became the second largest 
party with 23.5%. and in the presidential election in 2012 pekka haavisto had 
a great result (18.8%) and made it to the second round. In the parliamentary 
election of 19 april 2015, Vihreät progressed to 8.5% of the votes and 15 mps.

France (1984)

europe Écologie – les Verts, eelV (ecological europe – The Greens) 
Founded 1984
party leadership: one woman – emmanuelle cosse
national elections 2012: 5.5%, 18 mps (out of 577)
european elections 2014: 8.91%, 6 meps 
presidential election 2012: eva Joly 2.31% 

www.eelv.fr

europe Écologie – les Verts (eelV) has a radical programme for environmental 
protection, reduction of greenhouse gases, phasing out of nuclear energy, 
sustainable agriculture, and a moratorium for Gmos. economically the party 
leans to the left, denouncing ‘neoliberal productivism’. on social issues eelV 
is rather libertarian, in favour of same-sex marriage and adoption, euthanasia 
and legalisation of ‘soft’ drugs. It is also siding with ‘sans papiers’ (immigrants 
without papers), immigrants generally, and homeless people, demanding 
voting rights for foreigners, democratic reform and the abolishment of the 
accumulation of political positions.
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France saw the emergence of a multitude of environmental organisations 
in the 1970s. In 1974 the agronomist and environmentalist rené dumont 
(1904–2001) was the ecologist candidate for president and received 1.32% 
of the votes. a nationwide Green organisation, mouvement écologique, was 
established in 1974. In the eu election of 1979 a Green list got 4.4% but no 
mep. In the presidential election of 1981 Brice lalonde, former campaign 
leader of dumont and president of Friends of the earth, received 3.9% of the 
votes. In 1982 confédération ecologiste, ce, was established, but lalonde chose 
to make it alone with les Verts-parti ecologiste, while ce was transformed into 
les Verts-confederation ecologiste. lalonde’s party was more environmentalist 
and centrally ruled (by lalonde), while the confederation was more ecologist 
and decentralised. In 1984 les Verts-pe and les Verts-ce joined into one party, 
but lalonde remained outside to make his own race with entente radicale 
Écologique. This split prevented the Greens from getting any mep in the eu 
elections of 1984.

The cantonal elections of 1984 were a minor victory for les Verts, up from 
0.47% in 1979 to 0.78% in 1984. But there were Green candidates only in 170 
out of 2,200 cantons. The reason for this was that if a candidate did not reach 
5% she/he would have to pay all costs, including for ballot papers, on average 
3,000 French francs (about 250€). In fact the Greens got over 5% in over 100 
districts.118 The leadership (collège executive) in 1985 consisted of four national 
spokespersons: didier anger, Jean Brière, yves cochet and solange Fernex 
(one woman/three men), plus seven other members, all men. In 1986 four new 
spokespersons were appointed since the previous four had signed a proposal 
that les Verts should join a coalition with some small left-wing parties, which 
was rejected by the members. The new quartet was less left-wing and more envi-
ronmentalist: antoine waechter, andrée Buchman, michel delors and François 
Berthout (one woman/three men).119

In 1986 the party supported waechter’s neither-right-nor-left position and 
nominated him as its candidate in the presidential election of 1988, in which 
he received 3.8% of the vote. as a counter-measure the socialist prime minister 
michel rocard appointed lalonde as minister of environment (a position he 
kept for three years). In an interview lalonde declared that his view on nuclear 
power had ‘developed’, and he was now in favour of both military and civilian 
nuclear. This brought Bruno Boissière, French co-secretary of the coeG, 
to initiate a ‘protest against the attempt of lalonde to discredit the ecologist 
movement in France and europe’.120 

The eu elections of 1989 were a success for les Verts, which got two million 
votes, 10.6%, and nine meps. This led the socialists once more to try to create a 
Green counter-force under their control, Géneration Écologique, with lalonde 
as leader.
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les Verts split 50/50 over the maastricht treaty. In the referendum of 20 
september 1992, the ‘yes’ voters won narrowly, 51–49%. In 1993 waechter lost 
the majority support in the party, and dominique Voynet rose into a leading 
role. There was a swing towards the left among party members. But the 1994 eu 
elections were a failure: les Verts got no mep, partly due to competition from 
Géneration Écologique. In the 1995 presidential election Voynet got 3.3%.

In 1997 les Verts got their first four members of the French parliament 
(assemblée nationale), through cooperation with the socialist party (ps), 
which had understood that les Verts could not be eradicated from the political 
scene. a red-Green agreement was reached with some Green points: gender 
equality in politics (parité), a 35-hour working week, closure of the superphenix 
fast breeder reactor, an end to the building of a rhine-rhone canal. according 
to the Green economist alain lipietz, more was gained for the Greens with this 
agreement than in 13 years of struggle outside the parliament. But at the same 
time lipietz emphasised that ‘between les Verts and the socialist party two 
models of development collide’.121

dominique Voynet became minister for environment and territorial 
planning (see also Chapter 5 for more on Les Verts in government). The progress 
of les Verts continued with success in the regional elections of 1998 and the eu 
elections of 1999 (10%, nine meps). In 2000 les Verts got a second member 
of the government, Guy hascöet, secretary of state for solidary economy. 
lipietz contends that until 2000 the participation in government was mainly 
positive. The multilateral agreement on Investment (maI), considered a major 
threat by the anti-globalisation movement, was rejected by France. at the same 
time Voynet, despite being a minister, participated in demonstrations by illegal 
immigrants and homeless people. In 2001 she switched to become secretary 
general of the party, and was replaced as minister by yves cochet. 

on 20 June 2001, alain lipietz was nominated by les Verts as the candidate 
for the presidential election of 2002. But, according to lipietz, most of the 
party bureaucracy preferred noël mamère, an ecologist who had joined the 
party only in 1998. when a statement by lipietz about possible amnesty for 
corsican terrorists was grossly misunderstood by the media and turned against 
him, mamère’s supporters saw their chance and took it. lipietz was replaced 
by mamère, who got a record result, 5.2%. But at the same time Jean marie 
le pen of the xenophobic and populist Front nationale came second. as the 
difference between the ps candidate lionel Jospin and le pen was only 0.7%, 
mamère’s good result might have been one factor in le pen’s relative victory. The 
parliamentary elections of 2002 were a disaster for the ‘plurial left’, including les 
Verts, which got only three mps.

In 2004 les Verts celebrated its twentieth anniversary; the economist and 
geographer cécile duflot, 29 years old, emerged as a new star and was chosen as 
one of two spokespersons. In the regional elections of 2004 another 100 Greens 
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were elected, but the eu election was a defeat, down from nine to six meps. 
The same year, noël mamère, in his capacity as mayor of a small town, Bègles, 
arranged the first ever marriage in France of a same-sex-couple. In 2005 les 
Verts were divided over the eu constitution. on 27 may 2005, the ‘no’ option 
gained by 54.7%. In 2006 duflot advanced to become secretary general of les 
Verts. In 2007 Voynet was nominated as presidential candidate for a second 
time, but she gained only 1.57%, the lowest score ever for a Green candidate. 
one main reason was the competition from the anti-globalist José Bové. The 
internal mood was low and yves cochet even suggested the dissolution of the 
party. Then daniel cohn-Bendit, a Green mep since 1994, initiated an opening 
towards Bové, the tV ecologist nicolas hulot and other independent ecologists. 
The initiative was supported by duflot, and les Verts agreed to contest the eu 
elections under the banner of europe-Écologie (ee) together with Bové, hulot 
and others. This proved to be a success; ee received 16% of the vote and 14 
meps. ee and les Verts merged into eelV on 13 november 2010. 

In the 2011 cantonal elections, eelV won 27 seats, 16 more than in 2004. 
In July 2011 eva Joly, a norwegian-born lawyer, won the nomination for the 
presidential election over hulot with 58.16% of the eelV members’ votes. In 
november 2011 she refused to promise that she would support the socialist 
candidate in the second round of the 2012 presidential election, because she 
found the socialist party (ps) ‘archaic’. cohn-Bendit criticised her but she got 
support from dominique Voynet and alain lipietz.122 In the 2012 presidential 
election, Joly got one of the lowest scores ever by a Green candidate, 2.31%.

on 15 november 2011, eelV and the socialist party signed a coalition 
agreement. (For more about the EELV in government, see Chapter 5.) In 
september 2012 eelV (with 71% of the votes cast) decided to vote against 
French ratification of the eu treaty on stability, coordination and Governance 
(tscG), signed in march 2012, in which the eu members agreed to legislate 
to guarantee that their national budgets are balanced. The Federal council of 
the eelV rejected the tscG ‘because it does not respond to the current crisis 
of the eu and constitutes an obstacle against ecological transition’. despite the 
affirmation by the eelV leadership that it was in favour of ‘more europe’ to 
solve the crisis, the ‘europeanist’ cohn-Bendit got into a fit of rage and declared 
that he put his membership of eelV between brackets. he declared himself an 
‘orphan’ of the eelV and made crude attacks on cécile duflot.123 when eva Joly 
demanded a referendum on the tscG cohn-Bendit mocked her by asking her 
to demand a referendum on the euro in norway.124

In september 2013 mamère quit eelV because, he said, the party was ruled 
by a ‘clan’ around cécile duflot. one reason (which he didn’t mention) may 
have been that he hadn’t been chosen as president of the Green Group in the 
French parliament. The other Green mps preferred two co-presidents (one 
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woman/one man), François de rugy and Barbara pompili, to a one-man show 
by mamère.125 

In march 2014 the socialist party suffered major losses in the local elections, 
while the eelV had a more mixed result, including a Green mayor of Grenoble. 
But only a few days later the Green ministers chose to resign. For the municipal 
elections of march 2015, eelV split into three groups, cooperating with the 
left wing, the socialists or going autonomously. officially eelV won 2.3%, 35 
councillors; but Greens were also elected under other labels. 

according to a French tradition most party members are affiliated to a 
specific faction (courant) inside the party. The factions propose general policy 
statements at party congresses, which delegates are asked to choose between. 
For example, at the congress in caen in november 2013 there were no less than 
seven policy statements presented by different ‘courants’ to the delegates, from 
‘For an ecologist approach’ to ‘objective earth’. The winning one had the support 
of cécile duflot, and got 38.3% of the votes, which was less than expected.

one special aspect of the French Greens is their divisions over the european 
union, with about half of all members supporting the ‘no’ option in the 
referenda of 1992 and 2005 and a clear majority rejecting the tscG in 2013. It 
could be said that while one part gives priority to the form, the eu as such, the 
other part of eelV gives priority to the content and doesn’t hesitate to oppose 
the extension of eu powers if that might threaten ecological considerations. 

Austria (1986)

die Grünen (The Greens)
Founded 1986 through a merger of Vereinigte Grüne Österreichs (united 
Greens of austria, founded 1982) and alternative liste Österreichs (alternative 
list of austria, founded 1982) into die Grüne alternative (The Green 
alternative). From 1993 die Grünen/The Greens.
party leadership: one woman – ewa Glawischnig. 
national elections 2013: 12.4%, 24 mps
european election 2014: 14.5%, 3 meps

www.gruene.at

a Green citizens’ list (Grüne Bürgerliste) won 5.6% and two seats in saltzburg 
in 1977, 17.7% and seven seats in 1982. an important symbol for austrian 
Greens was the referendum on the nuclear reactor Zwentendorf in november 
1978, which the ‘no’ option won by 50–47%, thereby bringing nuclear energy 
in austria to a halt. In 1982 two nationwide Green parties were established, 
alternative liste Österreichs (alÖ), which was more ecologist, and Vereinigte 
Grüne Österreichs (VGÖ), which was more environmentalist. In the 
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parliamentary elections of 24 april 1983, alÖ got 1.36%, VGÖ 1.93% – which 
meant no mps. 

In a report to the coeG in september 1984, co-secretary sara parkin reported 
that the alÖ had ‘shifted to the left via a trotskyite take over, supported by die 
Grünen, Germany’. In 1984 massive protests against deforestation in hainburg 
became a Green symbol. at this moment austrian Greens received important 
support from the nobel prize winner (physiology, 1973), the ethologist Konrad 
lorenz (1903–1989), as the figurehead of a citizens’ movement to prevent 
the building of a power plant at the danube. however, the social democratic 
minister of Interior accused the Greens of being paid by colonel Gaddafi. 

Freda meissner Blau, at the time the most well-known personality in 
the austrian Greens, got 5.5% in the presidential election of 4 may 1986. In 
september 1986 a united Grüne alternative liste won 4.8% and eight mps. a 
booklet by the Green academy complained that ‘one deficiency of the austrian 
Greens is their lack of a detailed and comprehensive programme ... partly 
because of the very heterogeneous composition of the Gal’. nevertheless, the 
booklet contains standpoints and actions on environment/pollution, nuclear 
power, peace, antifascism, social questions, minority rights, traffic and waste. 
The Green mp walter Geyer protested against a law permitting increased air 
pollution with a nine-hour speech in parliament.126

during the 1980s and until the referendum in 1994 on eu membership the 
austrian Greens were fiercely anti-eu.127 a typical slogan was: ‘austria can 
remain neutral, but not in the ec.’128 In a europe manifesto of 1989 with the title 
‘no to ec, yes to europe’, a lot of Greens from other countries participated.129 
however, the ‘no’ option lost heavily, by 67% yes against 33% no, and the 
austrian Greens immediately declared that they accepted the result. during 
the 1990s and 2000s the party has increased its votes, with only few and minor 
setbacks, culminating in 2013 with 12.4% of the vote and 24 mps, and 14.5% in 
the eu elections of 2014 and three meps. however the austrian Greens have 
been less successful in terms of securing national executive power. There have 
been some instances, especially during the presidency of alexander van der 
Bellen (1997–2008), when talks about possible Green participation in a coalition 
government have been pursued, but until now there has been no result. 

other west european Greens, aFFIlIated to the eGp

here follows presentations of Green parties in western europe which were 
founded later than the beginning of the 1980s and are still weaker in terms of 
voters and political influence. These parties are members or associates of the 
eGp. (If the year indicated for membership of the eGp is earlier than 2004, it 
means that the party became a member of the eFGp in the given year. If the 
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year of membership is earlier than the year of the foundation of the party, it 
means that a predecessor party became a member that year).

Andorra

partit Verds d’andorra (Green party of andorra)
Founded 2003
eGp 2010
party leadership: one woman/one man – Isabel lozano and Julio Fernàndez 

Blasi 
national elections 2011: 3.35% (520 votes) 
local elections december 2011: one local councillor in la massana in coalition 

with ciutadans compromesos.

http://bloc.verds.ad

In a ten-point basic programme the party outlines common Green principles, 
but also, probably more than most Green parties, a wish to ‘feminitzar la 
societat’ (to feminise society) and to guarantee ‘llibertats sexuals’ (sexual 
freedoms), which means that all different sexual identities, homosexual, lesbian, 
bisexual and transsexual, must be considered normal. having failed at all 
elections since its foundation to win a seat in the 28-member General council 
(parliament), for the elections of march 2015 the party joined a centre-left 
coalition which got three seats.

Cyprus

The ecological and environmental movement/Kίνημα Οικολόγων Περιβαλλο-
ντιστών (Green party)

This party represents only the Greek-cypriot part of cyprus.
Founded 1996
eGp 1998
party leadership: one man – Giorgios perdikis (plus a female general secretary)
national elections 2011: 2.21%, 1 mp 
european elections 2014: The Greens joined a coalition with the movement for 

social democracy; the coalition got 7.7% and one mep, who however, joined 
the social democrats in the ep

http://cyprusgreens.org

The cypriot Greens work according to a traditional Green programme for 
sustainable development and protection of the environment. The party is also 
active on animal rights. In the 2004 referendum on a un negotiated peace 
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treaty, the Greens campaigned for the ‘no’ option, which won the majority 
among Greek cypriots (65%); however a clear majority of the turk cypriots 
voted in favour (76%), but with a Greek cypriot majority against nothing came 
out of it and the island is still divided. when some years later this author met 
with cypriot Greens, some of them admitted that it had been a mistake not 
to grasp the chance of the un-mediated peace treaty. however, in a letter of 
2006 the cyprus Greens protested against the Green Group in the european 
parliament having held a meeting in north cyprus, ‘which is an illegal state’. 
But the party has also called for demilitarisation of nicosia, together with 
the turkish cypriot new cyprus party. Thus, there are signs that the party is 
adopting a line closer to Green principles of compromise conflict resolution.

Denmark

In denmark the original Green party, de Grønne, has been replaced by 
socialistisk Folkeparti.

de Grønne (The Greens)
In the early 1980s two Green parties were established in denmark, de Grønne 
(the Greens, G) in 1983 and danmarks miljøparti (environmental party of 
denmark, epd), in 1980. Both were very small, the epd more environmen-
talist, with a traditional structure and mostly elderly men as members, G 
more ecologist, grassroots and democratic and with young members of both 
sexes. despite some efforts they were unable to cooperate. In 1985 the swedish 
Greens decided to choose G as their danish partner, as did the coordination 
of european Greens. Before the local elections of 1985 the minister of Finance 
warned against the Greens, comparing them to the right-wing populist Frem-
skridtspartiet (party of progress). The Greens got 2.8% of the votes and ten 
seats in local councils. as the barrier for entry into the parliament is only 2%, 
this was a good sign. however in the parliamentary elections of 1987 and 1988 
the Greens only managed to get 1.3% and 1.4%. In a report from the party 
congress in october 1989 a swedish Green mp noted that de Grønne were 
‘very bohemic’. The congress discussed basic income, ecology, decentralisation. 
an opinion poll in the newspaper BT gave the Greens 3%, but at the elections 
of december 1990 the party only got 0.9%, and since then has never managed 
to fulfil the requirements to stand for elections. after this de Grønne never 
recovered; finally, in 2008, the party was expelled from the eGp.

socialistisk Folkeparti (socialist people’s party)
Founded 1959
eGp 2012 (associated), 2014 (member)
party leadership: one woman – pia olsen dyhr
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national elections 2011: 9.2%, 16 mps
european elections 2014: 10.9%, 1 mep

http://sf.dk

after the disappearance of de Grønne the attention of the european Greens 
turned to the socialist people’s party, which split from the communist party 
after the famous anti-stalin speech of the soviet leader nikita Khrushchev in 
1956, and stepwise adopted Green aspects into its programme. In 2004 the mep 
of sF, margrete auken, joined the Green Group in the european parliament and 
later the party became an observer at the eGp, from 2012 an associate member 
and from 2014 full member.

In 2007 sF got its best result ever in a parliamentary election, 13%, but in 
2011 fell back to 9.2%. despite this loss the party decided, for the first time ever, 
to join a government coalition, together with social democrats and radicals 
(left liberals). sF got six ministers. however, the party quit the government in 
January 2014. (For more about SF in government, see Chapter 5.)

The sF’s programme is a mixture of democratic socialism and Green 
considerations. originally the party was opposed to danish membership of 
the eec/eu, but in the 1990s started to change position, which caused years of 
internal strife.

a breakthrough for Green thinking in denmark came with the publication 
in 1978 of a book with the title Oprør fra midten (revolt from the centre), 
presenting a Green vision of a society in ecological balance, with a basic income 
for everybody.130 The reception in denmark was overwhelming; the book sold 
more than 100,000 copies (which is a lot in denmark). a movement was formed 
to pursue the ideas of the book, and a follow-up book was published in 1982, 
but the Green upsurge was never transformed into a political party. 

The first danish Greens never managed to defeat their ‘childhood disease’ of 
too much grassroots democracy combined with too little efficiency in reaching 
voters. sF comes out of a different situation, having been for more than 50 years 
an established parliamentary party. some Greens ask how deep the conversion 
of sF from red to Green is. until recently its closest nordic partners have 
been non-Green left-wing parties in sweden, Finland, norway and Iceland, at 
the same time as their mep has been a member of the Green Group in the 
european parliament. at the eGp council in Istanbul in november 2014, 
when sF became a full eGp member, its representatives assured the council 
that the party is serious about its Green credentials. Facing fresh elections on 
June 18, 2015, according to opinion polls sF will fall down to about 6%, while 
the red-Green enhedslisten will gain and get about 9%. a new partly Green 
party, alternativet (The alternative) seems to get around 3%, well above the 
2% barrier.
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Greece

ecologist Greens (Οικολόγοι Πράσινοι, oikologoi prasinoi)
Founded 2002
eGp 1994
party leadership: co-presidents, one woman – magy dousi, one man – michalis 

tremopoulos 

www.ecogreens.gr

already in the spring of 1984 some existing european Green parties received 
invitations from the ecologist Initiative to a meeting in Greece about a Green 
party ‘independent from left and right’. and in a letter in 1985 to the coeG, 
the eKo (enalaktiki Kinisi oikologon/alternative movement of ecologists), 
presented itself as founded on 5 July 1985 with a programme that promised 
‘commitment to democracy on all levels of organisation, the rotation of posts 
and the recallability of all elected representatives … equality of participation 
between the sexes … consensus…’. The secretariat was described as a 
complicated Green web: ‘4 regular and 2 replacement members. each member 
serves for 4 months, and every 2 months 2 members are replaced, having 
completed 4 months, by the replacement members.’ secretaries ‘are selected by 
lot among the members’. In the national elections of 1990, the Greens won a seat 
in the Greek parliament, but internal strife, among other things, led the mp to 
leave the party. 

not much happened then until december 2002, when the ecological Forum 
organised a conference in athens which decided to establish the ecologist 
Greens. The first congress was held in may 2003. In the local elections of 
2006 the Greens won some 50 seats in local assemblies. The eG got its first 
breakthrough with one mep elected in 2009. at the same time it got 2.5% in the 
national elections. In the June 2012 elections it got only 0.88%. The result in the 
eu elections of 2014 was almost the same.

The Greek Greens have had difficulties coping with the acute socioeconomic 
crisis of the country which has not left much room for Green considerations. In 
January 2015 the eG joined an election coalition with the new left-wing party 
syriza, which resulted in one Green mp and one Green member of the new 
syriza-led government, the deputy minister of environment, yannis tsironis.

Italy

Federazione dei Verdi (Federation of Greens)
Founded 1990
eGp 1993
party leadership: co-spokespersons, one woman – luana Zanella, one man – 

angelo Bonelli 
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national elections 2013: no mps, but since 2015, by party switch, one senator.

http://www.verdi.it

Italy’s Greens (I Verdi), like other Green parties, have deep roots in the 
anti-nuclear movement, which led to decisions by referenda in 1987 to abolish 
all nuclear power in Italy. however, the Green party, despite this victory, 
never managed to grow strong in terms of votes, and after 1994 never gained 
parliamentary seats through its own strength. during the rest of the 1990s and 
2000s, the Greens were part of left-centre alliances, which in 1996 resulted in 
2.5% of the vote, 28 seats and two ministerial posts. There was a minor setback 
in 2001, and in 2006 the vote fell again, but the number of seats increased to 22. 
In 2008, however, that fell to zero, partly because of Italy’s electoral system – a 
defeat from which Verdi has not recovered. (For more on the Italian Greens in 
government, see Chapter 5.)

In a report from Italy in september 1984, co-secretary of coeG sara parkin 
remarked that ‘after the eu elections 79 we hoped to cooperate with the 
Italian radicals, they are very libertarian on sex, abortion, etc., but impossible 
to cooperate with, because of their chaotic style and pannella (leader since 
1962)’. For several years there would be attempts by Greens to cooperate with 
the radicals; some leading Italian Greens had their political roots in partito 
radicale. It was possible to cooperate in the european parliament on issues, 
but partito radicale had a male guru leader – pannella – which was in total 
contradiction with Green ideals. There were two Green lists in the eu elections 
of 1989, which the pioneer and emblematic personality of the Italian Greens, 
the south tyrolean alexander langer, characterised as ‘non-understandable’.131 
nevertheless the Greens made a breakthrough with 3.8% of the vote and three 
meps for ‘The laughing sun’-Greens, and 2.4% and two meps for arcobaleno 
(rainbow). In 1996 Verdi for the first time joined a government, with edouardo 
ronchi as minister of environment and four secretaries of state. In 2000 
alfonso pecoraro scanio became minister of agriculture. (For more about I 
Verdi in government, see Chapter 5.) The following year he was elected president 
of Verdi, and in 2006 he became minister of environment. after the electoral 
disaster of 2008, when Verdi lost all their mps, scanio left the presidency. 
since 2008 I Verdi have not managed to make a comeback, partly because of 
changes to the electoral system, partly because of the chaotic political situation 
in Italy. From the late 1980s until 2008 the Italian Greens managed to keep a 
considerable group of parliamentarians on all levels, despite never winning 
more than a little over 2% of the votes. 

one of the most well-known figures in the Italian Greens, carlo ripa di 
meana (born 1929), in a book in the late 1990s, written when he had terminated 
a turbulent period as president of the party from 1993 to 1996, describes his 
party as full of petty careerist kings (most often male). The book is dedicated to 
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alexander langer, who was for a long time the ideological inspiration for I Verdi. 
unfortunately, langer chose to take his life in July 1995 for unknown reasons.132

I Verdi have been pioneering in demanding full rights for gays and lesbians. 
during an animal rights campaign against fur coats, ripa di meana’s wife, 
marina, appeared on posters all over the country totally nude with the text: 
‘This is the only fur I wear.’ some Greens took it as a threat to the survival of the 
party. ripa di meana also affronted the Green mayor of rome, Francesco rutelli, 
when he joined a campaign together with swedish and Greek Greens against the 
olympic Games being held in either stockholm, rome or athens (athens got 
it, in 2004). di meana mocked rutelli for having opposed the olympic Games 
in milan, but then supporting it coming to rome.133 when asked by the author 
in 2014 the current spokespersons of Verdi maintain that the disaster that befell 
the party in 2008 was a result of the long presidency of alfonso pecoraro scanio 
and his mistakes. however, that hardly explains why there has been no sign of a 
comeback so far. It is true that the Italian Greens were never as strong as might 
have been assumed from the impression given by a rather large group of mps 
and repeated participation in governments; however, other Green parties have 
collapsed, lost all their mps, and yet still recovered. 

In January 2015, for the first time since 2008, I Verdi got an mp when the 
senator Bartolomeo pepe of the Five stars party, led by Beppe Grillo, switched 
to the Greens.

Malta

alternattiva demokratika (democratic alternative)
party leadership: one male president – arnold cassola
Founded 1989
eGp 1993
national elections 2013: 1.8%, but no mp (best ever result)
european elections 2014: 2.95%, no mep (best result 2004: 9.3%)

http://www.alternattiva.org

alternattiva demokratika (ad) was founded in 1989 by scores of people 
coming from environmental and human rights nGos together with two former 
labour party politicians, including wenzu mintoff, who retained his seat in 
parliament and was a kind of Green mp until 1992. In the elections of 1992 ad 
got 1.7%, and no mps. when the election results did not improve in the 1990s 
mintoff returned to the labour party and was replaced as chair person in 1999 
by harry Vassallo. ad took a position in favour of joining the eu in 1999, and 
was a foremost protagonist in the referendum on eu accession. In the 2004 eu 
election the party’s score increased considerably to 9.3%, in favour of arnold 
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cassola, who narrowly failed to become an mep. however, the results in the 
parliamentary and eu elections of 2008 and 2009 were meagre. In 2013 ad 
had its best result ever in a parliamentary election, 1.8%, but not enough to get 
an mp. cassola was the secretary general of the european Greens 1999–2006 
and a member of the Italian parliament 2006–2008. since 2013 he has been the 
president of the party. ad has a few representatives in local assemblies. Three of 
12 members of the party executive are women.

In the 2011 referendum on the introduction of divorce, ad campaigned 
in favour. The ‘yes’ option won by 53–46% and the possibility of divorce 
was introduced into the maltese legislation. ad has been one of very few 
organisations to oppose the extensive spring hunting (all other eu countries 
ban hunting during the spring breeding season). after collecting signatures 
from around 14% of the maltese electorate, and in collaboration with another 13 
environmental nGos, they secured a referendum, on 11 april 2015, which was 
narrowly won by the pro-hunting lobby, 50.4%–49.6 %, with 74.8% of voters 
participating. subsequently the annual spring hunting season was opened, but 
rapidly closed again after incidents in which prohibited species of birds were 
killed. Greens and others in malta hope that the country’s adaptation to general 
eu hunting norms, despite the outcome of the referendum, will be just a matter 
of time.

Norway

miljøpartiet de Grønne, mdG (The environmental party the Greens)
Founded 1988
eGp 1993
party leadership: co-presidents, one woman – hilde opoku, one man – rasmus 

hansson. 
national elections 2013: 2.8%, 1 mp

www.mdg.no

The norwegian Greens agree with the charter of the Global Greens. The 
party characterises itself as biocentric, and as being a part of a new alternative 
paradigm. having once been as ‘eurosceptic’ as the swedish Greens (until 
2008), the party now has no opinion in favour of or against norwegian eu 
membership. however it believes the issue can only be settled by a referendum.134 
according to its statutes, each sex should have at least 40% representation in 
all party structures. There are some positions that cannot be held at the same 
time as certain others, and no position can be held more than ten years. For a 
period in the 1990s, under pressure from media, mdG introduced a one-person 
presidency, but as this neither helped to win more votes nor was felt to be Green, 
the system of two equal chairpersons was reinstated.
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For decades mdG was relatively marginalised in norwegian politics, which is 
odd, considering that Green thinking has had a prominent place in norwegian 
public life through several thinkers, for example arne naess (founder of the 
‘deep ecology’ philosophy) and erik dammann, who in 1974 founded the 
Green lobbying organisation The Future in our hands. however, opinion polls 
started to move upwards in 2009 and the party made a well-publicised attack 
on the social democratic government, accusing it of major environmental 
vices such as granting too many licenses for exploitation of oil, failing to use the 
financial crisis for a Green transformation, allowing increased over-fishing and 
not launching renewable energy projects. This may have convinced norwegian 
voters that ‘real’ Greens are needed to move from words to deeds. In the local 
elections of 2011, mdG achieved a breakthrough and got 17 representatives in 
16 different municipalities. In the 2013 elections it managed to win, for the first 
time, one seat in stortinget (parliament).

Spain

There are two Green parties from spain in the eGp, equo (spain except 
catalonia) and Iniciativa per catalunya Verds (Initiative for catalonia – Greens)

already in 1984 the coeG received a letter from the ecologist santiago 
Vilanova, representing alternativa Verda, in which he asked for membership. In 
a report from the first congress of los Verdes in February 1985, co-secretary of 
coeG sara parkin observed that local police refused entry to some individuals 
who claimed to be Green. This author was present and remembers the 
consternation when one Green group called for the police to block entry for 
another one. criticism from coeG caused a vigorous rebuttal from assamblea 
de los verdes alternativos de madrid, full of scornful sneers against sara parkin, 
like ‘we do not deny that the above report bears the charm of a delightful 
tourist description and displays, as such, a high narrative value equalling that 
of charles dickens’ novels’. In July 1985 coeG received a magazine135 which 
claimed to be the official voice of Verde, which means Green but also should 
be seen as an acronym for Vertice espanol reivindication desarollo ecologica 
(spanish top point demanding an ecological development). It was stated that 
Verde had been officially registered on 24 september 1982 and had a dozen 
regional offices all over spain. attached was a joint statement together with a 
portuguese group on unity of the Iberian peninsula.136 a further illustration of 
the extreme disintegration of the spanish Greens in the 1980s is the following 
report on election results for catalonia: alternativa Verda-movimento 
ecologista de catalunya 0.61%; els Verds ecologistas 0.33%; los Verdes 0.3%; 
partido ecologista espanol – Verde 0.22%.137 In a report at the third congress 
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of los Verdes in Benidorm, 3–5 december 1988, the party emphasised that 
‘we saw the necessity of developing an ideology learning of the mistakes of 
the traditional left parties … we are a different party, the alternative to the 
traditional parties.’ a wish was expressed for electoral cooperation with the 
confederation de los Verdes, another Green faction, which like los Verdes 
was later accepted as member of the coeG. The congress adopted resolutions 
against the celebration of the 500th anniversary of the ‘conquest’ of america, 
spain’s membership of the weu, and the militarisation of women.

on 9 april 1989, an agreement was signed by los Verdes and some members 
of the confederation de los Verdes on a coalition for the eu elections. however, 
not until 2010 was a serious attempt made to bring the spanish Greens into a 
united structure. These efforts led to the foundation, on 4 June 2011, of Equo, 
into which some 35 different spanish Green parties decided to merge.

equo
Founded 4 June 2011
eGp candidate member 2013
party leadership: co-presidents, one woman – rosa martínez, one man – Juan 

lópez de uralde.
national elections 2011: 0.9%, no mp
european election 2014: 1.9%, one ‘half ’ mp

In a programme for the elections of 2011 point number 1 was a ‘change of 
economic model’ into a genuinely sustainable economy. There are also demands 
for renewable energy, rejection of nuclear energy and the dismantling of all 
spanish reactors, social justice, no to Gmos, animal rights and the banning of 
bullfights (corridas), closing down of fiscal paradises, the introduction of a tax on 
financial transactions (tobin tax), as well as non-violent resolution of conflicts.

on the eve of the general elections of 2011 equo rejected a proposal to join 
ranks with the united left (Izquierda unida), because equo wanted to offer 
spanish voters a clear Green choice. equo got 0.9%, but no mp. In regional 
elections in Galicia 2012, two equo representatives were elected to the regional 
assembly. at the eu elections 2014 equo won 1.92% as member of a coalition 
which gained one mep seat, which equo will take over on 1 January 2017.

Iniciativa per catalunya Verds, IcV (Initiative for catalonia-Greens)
Founded in 1987 (as a coalition of three parties)138

eGp 2006
party leadership: co-presidents, one woman – dolors camats, one man – Joan 

herrera
regional (catalonia) elections 2010: 9.9%, 10 regional mps
national elections 2011: 8.1% in catalonia, 2 mps as part of coalition
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european elections 2014: 1 mep as part of coalition

http://www.iniciativa.cat

IcV is rather left than right, and ecosocialist. It rejects religion in politics and 
supports the right for catalonia to decide its own status; in the referendum 
in november 2014, because of the limits of the spanish constitution, IcV 
did not give any recommendation. The co-president Joan herrera declared 
that he would not vote. In 2005 IcV was fighting for a ‘no’ to the european 
constitution. In February 2015 the IcV mep ernest urtasun protested against 
plans from the spanish government to limit the right to abortion, which he 
qualified as contrary to women’s rights.

IcV has had representation in both the catalonian and european 
parliaments for a long time, and since 2011 also in the spanish parliament.

Turkey

yeşiller ve sol Gelecek partisi, ysGp (Greens and the left party of the Future)
Founded 25 november 2012
eGp candidate 2012
party leadership: co-presidents one woman – sevil turan, one man – naci 

sönmez

http://yesillervesolgelecek.org

In september 1989 a swedish Green reported from a visit to turkey that yeşiller 
partisi (the Green party) had a nationwide organisation, which campaigned 
against pollution and military activity.139 In december 1989 the coeG received 
a message from a Green party in Bursa, protesting against a new power station. 
however, the establishment of a Green party in turkey did not begin in earnest 
until november 2012, when the small Green party merged with the equality 
and democracy party to form the Greens and the left party of the Future. 

The turkish Greens identify as left-libertarian. In december 2013 the 
party celebrated its first anniversary. sevil turan, a young green activist, was 
re-elected as co-spokesperson, along with naci sönmez. a council of 75 persons 
(38 women) was elected. In october 2013 the turkish Greens accused the 
turkish government of neglecting ‘the massacres and attacks in Kobanê’ and 
affirmed that ‘the Greens and Future left party remain at the side of the Kurdish 
population’. ysGp has recognized the armenian genocide140 and welcomed the 
syriza government in Greece. The passing of the 10%-barrier by the opposition 
party hdp at the elections of June 7, 2015,  was welcomed by the uK Greens as 
a ‘win for the Kurds, the lGBp community and the turkish Greens’.

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   196 11/06/2015   15:35



appendix: green parties in 100 countries  197

west european Greens outsIde the eGp

Iceland

There is no Green party in Iceland. however, the women’s list/Kvennalistinn, 
a feminist party founded 13 march 1983, participated in nordic Green 
cooperation, and was sometimes considered as the Icelandic Green party in 
being. In the parliamentary elections of 1983 the women’s list got 5.3% and 
three mps, up to 10.1% and six mps in 1987. But in the 1990s the results 
started to drop off, with five mps in 1991 and three in 1995. Thus in 1998 the 
women’s list decided to join three left-wing parties to establish the united 
Front. however, some of the members preferred to establish the left party–the 
Greens/Vinstrihreyfingin–grænt framboð. This party is a member of the nordic 
Green left, together with other left-wing parties in the nordic countries, one of 
which is the danish socialistisk Folkeparti. The left party–the Greens hit a peak 
in 2009 with 14 members of parliament and became part of the government, 
but lost half of those mps in 2013 and since then has been an opposition party. 
out of the seven mps left, five are women. whether Vinstrihreyfingin–grænt 
framboð will follow the example of socialistisk Folkeparti and approach the 
european Greens is too early to know.

http://vg.is

Liechtenstein

There is no Green party in liechtenstein, but die Freie liste, Fl (Free list), 
claims to be ‘social, democratic and ecological’. Fl was founded in 1985 and 
overcame the 8% barrier for the first time in 1993. In 2009 it got one seat (out 
of 25) in the parliament (landtag), and three in 2013. The Fl works for gender 
equality, integration of foreigners, environmental protection and social justice. 
The executive (Vorstand) is made up of three women and two men.

http://www.freieliste.li

Greens In central and eastern europe

despite considerable differences, the Greens of the former communist bloc 
have a common background which makes it appropriate to present them 
together here. most of them are affiliated to the eGp, but not all.

Albania

partia e Gjelbër e shqipërisë or të gjelbërit, pGJ (The Green party of albania)
Founded 1 september 2001
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eGp 2008
party leadership: one man – edlir petanaj
national elections 2013: 0.12% (inside left-wing coalition alliance for european 

albania)
local elections may 2011: 34 councillors in 8 municipalities and 26 communes. 

http://www.pgj.al/index.html 

The albanian Greens identify as ‘a left party in opposition, in coalition with 
the socialist movement’.141 The party has campaigned against Gmos, fossil fuel, 
nuclear power, and for bicycles and tree planting. It has protested against the 
building of a nuclear power plant in shkoder, and against the destruction of a 
Botanical Garden. It won two seats in the local elections of 2003 and has since 
progressed on the local level, getting 34 councillors in 2011. however it has not 
had any success in parliamentary elections. as a result of seminars organised 
by the swedish Green Forum more than 40% of the pGJ candidates in recent 
elections have been women. 

Armenia

social ecological Green party of armenia 
Founded 24 June 1998; re-registration 25 december 2000
not an eGp member, but the party leader has been present at eGp councils.
party leadership: one man – armen dovlatyan.
mps 2014: 0
national elections: boycotted elections in 2003 and 2007.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Green-party-of-armenia

during 1990–92 a Green party of armenia was founded, but did not develop. 
In 1998 armen dovlatyan founded and registered the social ecological Green 
party. This party has not been accepted as a member of the eGp because of 
difficulties in establishing some basic facts. In 2006 the swedish Green Forum 
reported from a conference of Greens of south caucasus: ‘since the Green party 
of armenia is not functioning properly, and the reputation of the party with 
current leaders is rather weak, it was proposed by the armenian participants 
to promote the establishment of a new Green party.’ however, no new party 
was created and the social ecological party appears in media reports on 
environmental actions in armenia. For example, in november 2011, when 
the armenian government scrapped a new hydroelectric project, a news 
agency reported that ‘Green party leader armenak dovlatyan said he would 
not be declaring victory until numerous unanswered questions were dealt 
with.’ according to its programme the party is in favour of the creation and 
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development of ecological and political governance systems, market economy, 
national unity and the safety of the nation, and the guaranteeing of human 
rights, liberty and political participation. The party ‘accepts such a system of the 
ecology ruling which does not hinder progress’. 

Azerbaijan

azerbaycan yasillar partiyasi (Green party of azerbaijan)
Founded 2006
eGp observer 2008, associate 2012
party leadership: co-chairman – mayis Gulaliyev, co-chairwoman – tarana 

mamadova
mps 0

https://www.facebook.com/pages/azerbaycan-yasillar-partiyasi-Green-party-
of-azerbaijan

The Green party of azerbaijan (Gpa) has not been able to register because of 
the authoritarian regime in the country, which has even established a competing 
Green party to create confusion. according to its founder, mayis Gulaliyev, the 
Green party is the only political party in azerbaijan which calls for a peaceful 
resolution to the nagorno-Karabakh conflict and for the opening of borders 
between turkey and armenia. The party connects ecological problems with 
political and social problems, i.e. with the bad governance of azerbaijan. 

a book (in azerbaijani) by Gulaliyev, with the title The Great Satan or the 
Beginning of the End (2007), includes chapters on: anatomy of the us empire, 
us support for ‘International terrorism’,  nato – final chord of us neo-colo-
nisation, us-Israel alliance is Global danger. according to a promotional text 
in english by Gulaliyev, the book ‘studies the essence of the us foreign policy 
and its impacts in the south caucasus countries, including azerbaijan’. Gpa 
collected more than 44,000 signatures for the presidential elections of 2008. For 
the presidential election in october 2013, Gpa established a political bloc with 
the ‘Justice’ party and nominated its own candidate for presidency.

In march 2010, the twelfth eGp council in Barcelona, spain, stated that 
‘azerbaijan has been in a downward spiral in terms of democracy and human 
rights for many years now.’ eGp recalled that letters were sent twice to the 
azerbaijan president asking for an explanation for the delay of the registration 
of Gpa; however there has been no reply from the azerbaijani authorities. 

Belarus

Biełaruskaja partyja ‘Zialonyja’, BpZ (Belarusian party – the Greens)
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Founded 1994
eGp observer 2007, associated 2013
mps 0
party leadership: one man – oleg novikov
local assemblies: 0

http://www.belgreens.org/en

at the 20 year anniversary on 17 april 2014 in minsk, party founder oleg 
Gromyko said that the creation of the Greens in Belarus was caused by the 
chernobyl nuclear disaster. present party chair oleg novikov said that BpZ is 
different from other Belarusian parties because it takes decisions collectively. 
The party was practically absent from political life from 1996 to 2008, but was 
then the first in Belarus to take up a position in favour of the rights of gays 
and sexual minorities. It also uses an ecosocialist, anti-corporatist, anti-globalist 
rhetoric; it is anti-nuclear, in favour of social justice and workers’ rights, 
non-violence, and grassroots democracy.

In may 2010 the BpZ presented its vice president yurij Glushakov as 
candidate for the presidency of the republic, but he withdrew in october 
because of obstacles to his campaign. In october 2010 novikov signed an 
agreement on the establishment of the ‘eurasian association of Green parties’ 
(eaGp), with the presidents of Green party rukhaniyat, Kazakhstan (s. 
mambetalin), russian environmental movement ‘Greens’, russia (a. panfilov) 
and Zeleny (‘Greens’), ukraine (a. prognimak). of these parties only BpZ has 
a formalised relation to the eGp. The three others are considered to be more or 
less ‘fake’ parties, supported by their governments. at a congress in november 
2011 novikov was re-elected president of the party with 29–5 votes. campaigns 
were conducted against nuclear energy and the death penalty.142

In a statement on the ukrainian conflict in may 2014, novikov declared: 
‘There is no consensus in the Belarusian Green party about the nature of 
the current political regime in ukraine … The Belarusian Greens support 
exclusively peaceful dialogue and an end to armed confrontation.’

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Zeleni Bosne i hercegovine (The Greens of Bosnia and herzegovina) 
Founded 2004
no eGp relation
party leadership: one man – hasan dalic
positions: human rights, political freedoms, free market economy, protection of 

the environment, ecological standards for production, more local self-rule, 
eu membership.
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Bulgaria

The eGp has two full member parties from Bulgaria: Zelena partija Bulgaria, 
ZpB (The Green party of Bulgaria) and Zelenite (The Greens)

Zelena partija Bulgaria (The Green party of Bulgaria)
Founded 1989
eGp 1993
party leadership: female president – marina dragomiretskaya, ‘govoritel’ 

(spokesman) – aleksandyr Karakachanov, male.
european elections 2014: 0.4%.

http://www.greenparty.bg

In the late 1980s and early 1990s Greens played a major role and got 
representation in parliament. ZpB was founded 28 december 1989 by 
environmental activists, several from the dissident ecoglasnost. ZpB 
participated in the anti-totalitarian union udF which fought for democracy. 
a major conflict of interests developed within the udF and brought it to an 
ultimate split during the signing of the new Bulgarian constitution when 
the Greens, lead by Karakachanov, chose to vote pro. From 1988–89 until the 
beginning of the twenty-first century, ZpB had representation in the parliament 
most of the time, in the framework of centre-left coalitions.

In the early 1990s ZpB shaped a political platform which stated that ‘the 
opportunities for economic progress at the expense of the environment have 
been exhausted’. The party backed the country’s membership of the eec within 
8–10 years, fought for the consolidation of civil rights and democracy, and 
criticised ‘fabricated allegations and rabid agitation’ against Bulgarian turks. 
It acted in support of market economy, equality of all sorts of ownership, 
privatisation of farms, sharp reduction of taxes and campaigned to ‘save 
Bulgaria from its dangerous dependence on nuclear energy’. 

ZpB has complained to the eu commission that land and forests have been 
given away free or at bargain prices to oligarchs. In september 2014 the eu 
commission declared that some of these swaps were contraventions of eu 
legislation. 

In 2000 ZpB suffered a split and a competing Green party was formed, 
which was accused by ZpB of being the instrument of an oligarch. In 2008 
there was a partial merger of Green parties, but ZpB did not participate in the 
parliamentary elections of 2009. In 2013 it was prevented from participation in 
the elections by the central election committee for technical reasons. In the 
eu election of 2014 the party got 0.4% of the votes and no mep. during the 
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years 2006–2009, a representative of ZpB was deputy minister of Justice in a 
three-party coalition (see chapter 5)

Zelenite (The Greens)
Founded 2008
eGp 2013
party leadership: gender-balanced co-chairs: anna pelova, petko tsvetkov
national elections 2014: 0.61%, no mps
european elections 2014: 0.56%

http://izbori.zelenite.bg

Zelenite emerged from a number of non-governmental organisations who felt, 
after years of work in the area of environmental protection, human rights, etc., 
that their work needed serious political backing if it was to have a lasting effect. 
Zelenite is a young party and decentralised in its structure (with two equal 
co-presidents). It claims to be ‘the first to raise the topic of the citizens’ direct 
participation in the government of the state’, partly through more ‘electronic 
government’.

efforts to establish closer cooperation between the two Bulgarian Green parties, 
supported by eGp recommendations, have so far not led to tangible results. 

Croatia

Zelena lista (Green list), associated member of eGp since 2012, dissolved in 
the beginning of 2014 and its members joined orah, which was founded in 
december 2013.

održivi razvoj hrvatske, orah (sustainable development of croatia). orah, 
is the croatian word for walnut.

eGp candidate 2014
party leadership: one female president, mirela holy, also mep; the former 

leader of Zelena lista Vlasta toth is international secretary.
national elections: Zelena lista 2011: 0.36%, no mp. 
european elections 2014: 9.42%, 1 mep (out of 11).

https://www.orah.hr

In the preamble of orah’s programme, in addition to common Green 
environmental demands, it is emphasised that the economic development of the 
country is dependent on scientific findings and technological development; thus 
the party will promote bioorganic agriculture, sustainable eco-tourism, Green 
buildings, energy efficiency in building, heating, transport, and lighting, as well 
as Green technology.
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Czech Republic

strana Zelenych, sZ (Green party)
Founded 1990
eGp 1997 
party leadership: one woman – Jana drápalová
national elections 2013: 3.2%, no mp
european elections 2014: 3.8%, no mep

http://www.zeleni.cz

one of the main goals of the sZ is to establish a new energy policy based upon 
renewables and to halt plans to build new nuclear reactors. It asks: ‘why do 
we live in two states, czech and ceZ?’, thereby attacking the influence of the 
major energy company, ceZ, partly private, but still with the czech state as the 
main shareholder. another issue on which the sZ is campaigning is to get more 
nursery and pre-school places.

sZ entered the parliament in 2004 with one seat in the senate, and got a 
breakthrough in the elections of 2006 with 6.3% and six mps. The victory led to 
an invitation to participate in a right-wing coalition government, from January 
2007 to march 2009. however, internal quarrels erupted in the party, and the 
Green minister of education, dana Kuchovà, was forced to resign in october 
2007. at the party congress of september 2008, party leader martin Bursik won 
re-election against Kuchovà, with 227–109 votes. But the Greens showed signs 
of falling to pieces and lost votes in elections to the senate in 2008 and to the 
eu parliament in 2009. Bursik resigned after the failure at the eu elections. The 
elections in 2010 showed dissatisfaction among voters. sZ’s vote share fell to 
2.4% and it lost all its mps. The national elections of 2013 and eu elections of 
2014 may have been a beginning of a comeback. In october 2014 the party had 
three senators. (See Chapter 5 for more details about SZ in government.)

Estonia

eestimaa rohelised (estonian Greens)
Founded 1989
eGp 1993
party leadership: one man – aleksander laane
national elections 2015: 0.9%
european elections 2014: 0.3%

http://www.erakond.ee
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already in 1989 the coeG was contacted by tomas Frey of the estonian Green 
movement. he reported on heavy pollution, especially from oil shale and 
phosphorite mining, and added: ‘Greens now fear the dangers of colonisation 
from the west.’ In a programme from 1989 the estonian Green movement 
stated some basic points: ‘Independent estonia as a Green republic’, nuclear-free 
Balto-scandia, small farms, land to those who cultivate it, environmental 
security, local control of the economy. This was a considerably less free-market 
approach than was common among most other eastern and central european 
Greens at this time.143 In the first free elections, while estonia was still a soviet 
republic, the Greens won eight seats in the supreme soviet. The party leader 
tomas Frey was appointed minister of environment. But the first elections in 
independent estonia were a disappointment, with only 2.6% Green votes and 
no mps. 

The estonian Greens restarted in 2006, with a general assembly with 361 rep-
resentatives. The election of march 2007 was a success, with 7.1% of the vote 
and six mps. But in the elections of 2011 all six seats were lost. Between the 
successful and the failed elections there was internal strife. In 2010 the party 
expelled former leader peeter Jalakas and some 20 other members.144 officially 
the cause was ideological, but according to a critical blogger ‘this purge’ was 
made in order to ‘iron out a platform for next year’s parliamentary elections’. In 
any case, the 2011 election was a disaster for the estonian Greens. 

In the election programme for the march 2015 parliamentary elections, 
the party gives highest priority to the eradication of poverty, which is said to 
hit 100,000 people. It promises that if it manages to enter parliament, it will 
give half of its state subsidies to charity. (It must be noted that the election 
programme is published on the website not only in estonian but also in 
russian). The election result was a disappointment, with only 0.9%.

Georgia

sakartvelos mtsvaneta partia (Georgian Green party)
Founded 1989
eGp 1993
party leadership: one man – Gia Gachechiladze
mps 1

http://www.greensparty.ge/en

The Georgian Green party entered the parliament in 1992, during the Georgian 
liberation struggle, with 11 mps out of 235. The leader during the first years 
was Zurab Zhvania, who also became co-secretary of the european Greens. 
however because of the chaotic situation, with civil war, Zhvania left the Green 
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party and joined eduard shevardnadze. This damaged the party, which won 
only 0.55% of the vote in 1999. In 2001 Zhvania left the ruling party, becoming 
a leader of the rose revolution and then prime minister. The Green party chose 
to cooperate with shevardnadze for the 2003 election and the party president, 
Gia Gachechiladze, became an mp, but only for a few minutes – the inaugural 
session was disrupted by the entry of the rose revolutionaries, the parliament 
was dissolved, and in the elections of 2004 the Greens got no mp. 

From the outset the Green party warned that the new regime showed 
signs of disrespect for the rule of law. This criticism increased after the 
unexplained death of Zhvania in early 2005. on 28 april 2007 the Green 
party held a congress in tbilisi with 180 members from all over Georgia. sofia 
sakhanberidze was elected spokesperson, the male position remaining vacant; 
the former president of the party, Gia Gachechiladze, became general secretary. 
a short time after the congress the regime mounted a legally unfounded police 
raid against the party offices, which meant they had to find new headquarters.

The Georgian Greens make a clear distinction between the us and europe. 
while being profoundly pro-european, the party prefers non-alignment to 
nato membership. It also denounces violent means to reunite the country, 
while strongly criticising russia for its interventions. In the elections of 1 

Figure 16 Zurab Zhvania (right), founder of the Georgian Greens, at the party 
headquarters, 1993 (with unknown). Zhvania left the Greens and joined eduard 
shevardnadze. later he was a leader of the rose revolution in 2003, and became prime 
minister in 2004. he was invited to give a keynote speech at the congress of the european 
Green party in rome, February 2004. he died in march 2005, officially from accidental 
carbon monoxide poisoning, but according to widespread belief in Georgia, as victim of 
an assassination. photo: the author.
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october 2012, Gia Gachechiladze was elected on the list of the opposition 
Georgian dream coalition. some of the ambitions of the Georgian Greens 
were the sharpening of environmental regulations, the re-establishment of 
the ministry of natural resources, and improvement of human rights and 
respect for the law. In February 2014 Gachechiladze left the Georgian dream 
parliamentary group over a disagreement on environmental and energy 
security issues. In the local elections of June 2014 the Greens had members 
elected in three sakrebulos (local assemblies): mtskheta (9.86%), tianeti 
(6.45%) and mestia (4.67%). 

Hungary

hungary has two eGp-member parties: Zöld Baloldal párt, ZB (left-Green 
party) which is a follow-up party to the original hungarian Greens of the 
late 1980s, and lehet más a politika, lmp (politics can be different), which 
is a phenomenon of the twenty-first century. lmp is the main representative 
of Green politics today in hungary, with representation in the european and 
national parliaments.

In 2009 the Zöld demokratak joined the Feminist Initiative for an 
alternative europe (európai Feminista Kezdeményezés egy másmilyen 
európáért) and the workers party 2006 (magyarországi munkáspárt 2006) to 
establish the left-Green party (Zöld Baloldal párt, ZB). This party (including its 
predecessors) has been a member of the eGp since 1993.

lehet más a politika, lmp (politics can be different)
eGp 2011
party leadership: co-presidents, one woman – Bernadett szel, one man – andrás 

schiffer. 
national elections 2014: 5.3%, 5 mps
european elections 2014: 5%, 1 mep 

http://www.lehetmas.hu

The symbolic starting point for Green activity in hungary was the struggle 
against the danubian river dam project Gabcikovo-nagymaros. The leading 
environmental organisation in hungary was duna Kör (the danube circle). 
at a meeting of a Green party in october 1989, 40 persons were present, a 
third of them women. a steering committee of seven was elected (four men, 
three women, including some leading hungarian Green veterans: szusza 
Beres, andras szekfü and erszebet schmuck), and it was decided that all 
hungary’s seven regions should have two representatives in a central board, 
one women and one man.145 In december 1989 erszebet schmuck and andras 
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szekfü inaugurated the founding meeting of the ‘Green party of hungary’, 
rather than ‘hungarian Green party’ (which might have been interpreted as 
a party only for ethnic hungarians). The event started with a very emotional 
film about a chicken emerging out of an egg. several female speakers took 
the floor, but no quota was implemented when steering bodies were elected. 
some of the participants maintained that the ‘Greens are the only group which 
understands that the alternative to communism is not the western way but 
something new’.146 In a letter to the coordination of european Greens, Zsuzsa 
Bères affirmed that the hungarian Greens had been registered and had a bank 
account. ‘whilst we are grappling with almost insurmountable difficulties 
and many of us are on the verge of physical exhaustion, we derive a sense of 
inspiration from the fact that this Green party, small and frail as it still is, is 
taken seriously – by the government, the other parties, the media, the people.’147 

The original hungarian Greens never managed to achieve a political 
breakthrough. In 2006 the representative of the hungarian eGp member party 
Zöld (Green) reported that a sponsor, acs laszlo, had given money and an 
office but had also hijacked the party. when the party congress didn’t obey his 
directives, he established his own party, which created confusion.148

In may 2013, one of the founders of the lmp gave the following account of 
the history of the young party: ‘we started our party politics can Be different 
in 2007 … we decided to participate in the 2010 elections, even though 
everyone thought it was impossible … we got 7.5% of the vote … That gave us a 
parliamentary group of 16 and allowed us to participate in hungarian politics ... 
In the run-up to the 2014 parliamentary elections, lmp split. one part entered 
an electoral alliance with the socialist party to fight against the ruling party 
Fidesz. This group called itself dialogue for hungary. The other half kept the 
name lmp and vowed to maintain its independence.’ 

lmp broke the 5% barrier in the 2014 elections and got five mps and 
one mep, tamás meszerics. a former lmp member, representing dialogue 
for hungary, was also elected mep and accepted as a member of the Green 
Group of the european parliament. lmp has given high priority to the struggle 
against Gmos, a position enjoying wide support in hungary. The eu accepted 
hungary’s anti-Gmo regulations in 2005 and the constitution of 2010 declares 
hungary Gmo-free.

Kosovo

partia e të Gjelbërve të Kosovës, pGJK (The Green party of Kosovo)

a Green party was founded in Kosovo in 1991, when Kosovo was part of 
yugoslavia. The party contested the parliamentary elections of 12 december 
2010 as part of the seven-party new Kosovo coalition (Koalicioni për Kosovë 
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të re), which got 7.3% and eight mps, however none of them was Green. pGJK 
has no formal affiliation to eGp. 

Latvia

latvijas Zala partija, lZp (latvian Green party)
Founded 1990
eGp 2001
party leadership: co-presidents, two men Viesturs silenieks and raimonds 

Vējonis 
national elections 2014: 6 mps (in a coalition framework)

www.zp.lv 

There were three Greens in the last supreme soviet, 1990–93, but only one 
in the first freely elected saeima of 1993–95. during the period 1995–98 
there were four Greens, including Indulis emsis, who became minister of 
environment from 1993 to 1998. From 1998 to 2002 there was no Green mp, 
but the Greens made a comeback in 2002 in the framework of the union of 
Greens and Farmers, and got three mps, one of them emsis. once again the 
party joined a government, with raimonds Vejonis as minister of environment. 
In February 2004 Indulis emsis became the first Green prime minister in the 
world. his minority government was forced to resign in the fall of the same 
year. a new coalition government took office, in which the Green party was 
involved as part of the union of Greens and Farmers.

It is remarkable how the latvian Greens managed to avoid the long margin-
alisation that happened to most other Greens in the former communist bloc. 
It is likely that the personality of Indulis emsis, a very keen environmental-
ist, suited the latvian mood well. That he is highly respected is underlined by 
the fact that he was chosen as speaker of the saeima. The latvian Greens have 
remained in parliament even since 2007, when emsis (at the age of only 55) 
retired from politics. 

The election of october 2014 was a considerable victory. The coalition (of 
which the Green co-chair Vejonis is the leader) increased from 12.2% to 19.5%, 
and from 12 to 21 seats in the saeima, out of which the Greens got 6 (+2). The 
Greens also got a second minister (for health), Guntis Belevics. however, even 
if most signs are good, there is one big question mark: why are the latvian 
Greens so dominated by men? The latvian Greens are the only Green party in 
the world which has two male co-chairs. all mps, all members of the Board, 
and both ministers, are men. most other positions in the party, with very few 
exceptions, are held by men. 
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Lithuania

lietuvos žaliųjų partija (lithuanian Green party)
re-founded 2011
party leadership: one man – linas Balsys 
national elections: one mp

www.lzp.lt

There was a Green movement in lithuania during the transition period. one 
of its leaders, Zigmas Vaisvila, even became Vice premier. a Green party 
was established in 1990, but never managed to play any visible role, and was 
resurrected only in 2011. at a party congress in 2014 the president of the party, 
linas Balsys, who is also its only mp (elected as independent), emphasised 
in an interview the importance of local economies. when the journalist tried 
to provoke Balsys by stating that while the lithuanian Greens are liberal the 
scandinavian Greens are ‘kind of pro-communists’, Balsys declared that ‘we’re 
set to get along with all the parties and movements in the spectrum’. For several 
years the greenest party in lithuania was the Green and peasants party, lVZs, 
but now Balsys admits that the Greens do not agree with the lVZs on certain 
issues, like fodder and fertilizers. however, the mep of lVZs has been accepted 
as member of the Green Group in the european parliament. Balsys mentions 
Vaisvila as one of the Green pioneers. he deplores the fact that the government 
is ‘giving up to the shale lobbyists’ and demands that the ‘nuclear project 
should be scrapped, as it is very detrimental to lithuania’s environment and 
security wise’.149

Macedonia

demokratska obnova na makedonija, dom (democratic renewal of 
macedonia)

Founded 2006
eGp: no formal relation, but the party leader has been present at eGp councils.
party leadership: one woman – liljana popovska
national elections 2014: 1 mp (as member of a 22-party coalition, 

Vmro-dpmne)

http://dom.org.mk

dom has a traditional Green programme, emphasising green jobs, renewable 
energy, human rights, democracy, ecology, tourism, eco-agriculture, women’s 
empowerment, culture, and more funds for science and education. dom 
has four priorities: Green municipalities for a healthy life; Green economy 
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and Green jobs; social justice and equal rights for all; tolerance, reason and 
cooperation. The party often uses activist methods like street actions using 
respiratory masks and bikes in order to promote eco-friendly transport as a way 
to reduce pollution. dom also has a clear policy in respect of religious, cultural 
and sexual differences. In the elections of 2006, dom won 1.9% of the vote 
and one (out of 120) seats in parliament. since 2008 dom has taken part in 
the ruling coalition Vmro-dpmne. In elections in 2008, 2011 and 2014 it 
retained its one mp. 

Moldova

partidul Verde ecologist (The ecologist Green party)
Founded 1992
eGp 2008
party leadership: one man – anatolie prohnitchi
national elections 2014: 0.09%

www.greenparty.md

partidul Verde ecologist was founded in 1992 as the ecologist party of moldova 
‘Green alliance’ (partidul ecologist din moldova ‘alianţa Verde’, pemaV). 
It got 0.4% of the vote in its first election in 1994, then did not contest again 
until 2009, with almost exactly the same result. In the following election the 
result was even lower. The party has never had any elected representative. 
according to wikipedia the party is in favour of eu membership, despite a 
‘soft euroscepticism’.

Montenegro

pozitivna crna Gora (positive montenegro) 
Founded may 2012
national elections 2012: 8.9%, 7 mps
party leadership: one man – darko pajovic

www.pozitivnacrnagora.me

The Green party of montenegro (Zeleni crne Gore) was founded on 2 February 
2002 at a meeting with 300 participants, and was officially registered on 21 
march 2002. Its aim was to make montenegro into an ecological state. Its role 
has been taken over by positive montenegro, which is a partly Green party but 
also has a high profile in favour of nato membership, despite admitting that 
only 35% of the population is in favour.
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Poland

partia Zieloni (Green party)
Founded 2003
eGp 2005
party leadership: co-presidents, one woman – agnieszka Grzybek, one man – 

adam ostolski
parliament 2014: 1 mp (due to switch of party)
www.zieloni2004.pl 

polskafair.pl (home page of anna Grodska)

In october 1989 a Green party, polska partia Zielonych (polish party of 
Greens) was founded. however, the official spokesperson of the Jaruzelski-
government, Jerzy urban, publicly denied the existence of any Green party 
in poland. unfortunately the party split and both factions called congresses 
on 24 June 1989. a polish Green bulletin explained that two congresses were 
called ‘because of controversial views of the spokesmen, each congress led by 
one of the two spokesmen, Janusz Bryczkowski and leszek Konarski’. In July a 
German newspaper alleged that ‘The polish Greens are not green’ and reported 
differences over abortion, hunting and pesticides.150 

after the internal struggles of the late 1980s, there was no active Green party 
in the country until the present polish Green party was founded in september 
2003 under the name ‘Greens 2004’ (Zieloni 2004) and formally registered in 
February 2004. Zieloni was created by environmentalists, feminists, lGBt and 
anti-war activists. The Green manifesto, which was adopted by the founding 
congress of the party, contains positions on social justice and solidarity, 
civil society and reclaiming the state for citizens, environmental protection 
and sustainable development, gender equality, respect for national, cultural 
and religious diversity, protecting minority rights, and non-violent conflict 
resolution. The party campaigned in favour of polish membership of the eu, but 
opposed the war in Iraq. Zieloni has contested national and european elections 
in the framework of coalitions. The Green electorate has been minimal, 
usually less than 1%. however, in 2014, Zieloni got one mp, anna Grodzka, 
a trans-woman who was elected on another list but switched to the Greens. 
In december 2014 it was reported that Grodzka might become appointed 
vice speaker of the sejm, which triggered anti-transperson comments from 
right-wing politicians.151 she failed to collect the 100,000 signatures required 
to stand as a candidate for the Greens in the presidential election of may 2015.

In an interview with the German Green Böll foundation in december 2013, 
a member of the board of Zieloni, Bartłomiej Kozek, says: ‘The year 2010 was 
a breakthrough. Thanks to an electoral alliance with the sld (democratic left 
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alliance), we got our first five local councillors and two regional councillors in 
silesia and west pomerania.’152

Romania

partidul Verde (Green party) 
eGp 1999
party leadership: one man – remus cernea
national elections 2012: 2 mps (as part of a coalition)
eu elections 2014: 0.35% 

www.partidulverde.ro

In 1989 there were two Green formations in romania, mer (ecology 
movement of romania), which claimed to have 50,000 members and planned 
to take part in elections, and per (romanian ecological party).153 a typical 
romanian Green of this period was marcian Bleahu (born 1924), a geologist 
and speleologist, who had a rather scientific attitude towards Green politics. he 
was mp 1990–92 and 1996–2000; in 1991–92 he was minister of environment.

The programme of partidul Verde includes the usual Green principles, such 
as environmental protection, but also demands for more free market economics 
and the privatisation of state-owned enterprises. pV is in favour of same-sex 
marriage, lGtB rights, and action against homophobia.

Russia

There are several political parties in russia claiming to be Green. 

GroZa – The Green alternative has been a member of the eGp since 1994. 
This is the remnant of the interregional Green party, established in the early 
1990s. however, since its leading personality, aleksey Kozlov, left russia for 
Germany in January 2013, claiming that he expected to be jailed, GroZa has 
ceased functioning.

The union of Greens, russia (Green russia) was established as a party in 2005 
by aleksey yablokov, founder of russian Greenpeace and adviser to president 
yeltsin in the 1990s. however, the party failed to collect the necessary 50,000 
signatures to register for elections. Thus, it accepted an invitation to join the 
liberal opposition party yabloko as an internal faction. as of 2014 Green russia 
had about 3,000 members; aleksey yablokov is president, with alexander 
nikitin and olga tsepilova as vice presidents. despite the yabloko party being 
a member of the european liberal alliance, Green russia has been an associate 
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member of eGp since 2013. however, one leading russian environmentalist 
outside Green russia characterises the yabloko party as anti-ecological. (nB the 
similarity between yabloko and yablokov is coincidental).

http://rus-green.ru

The russian ecological party ‘The Greens’ was founded in 1992 under the name 
of in the constructive ecological party ‘Kedr’ (cedar), and in 2002 transformed 
into the russian ecological party ‘The Greens’. In 2007 it was denied registration 
because the electoral commission decided that too many of its signatures 
were fake. In 2008 it transformed into a social movement and recommended 
sympathisers vote for ‘a Just russia’, which is close to the putin regime.

http://www.greenparty.ru

The alliance of Greens and social democrats/Green alliance – people’s party 
was created in 2012 by the oligarch Gleb Fetisov, who was later jailed for alleged 
economic corruption. The party is based upon several small parties, among 
others the Green alternative movement (founded in 2009), whose chairperson 
oleg mitvol is the chairman of the new party. 

http://russian-greens.ru

In the summer of 1989 a group of swedish Greens toured the soviet union, 
visiting moscow, riga, liepaja, murmansk and nikel, and met with leading 
soviet environmentalists, including sergej Zalygin (former editor of the 
literature magazine Novyj Mir/New World), aleksey yablokov and angelina 
Guskova, chair of soviet doctors against atomic weapons. The swedish Greens 
found a growing environmental awareness. however, in 1993 the russian 
sociologist oleg yanitsky concluded that, despite the fact that he estimated that 
about five million people in 1988 were involved in civic initiatives, there was 
‘an almost complete absence of civil society’; ‘in russia post-material values are 
cultivated only by an extremely narrow circle of people’.154

In 2003 it was reported that a coordination group had been created to try 
to organise a Green party of the russian Federation. It had six male members 
and a female secretary. nothing came of it.155 according to a report by osce/
odhIr on the duma elections of 7 december 2003, out of 23 listed parties, 
Greens got 0.42% (254,000 votes).

In 2004 aleksey yablokov wrote a paper about creating an ‘ecological Green 
political movement in russia’ in which he maintains that now is the time for 
a Green ‘mass movement’, which should have a leadership from all ecological 
organisations. he mentions 13 names for an ‘initiative group’ (including two 
women) and also 118 persons who might be members of the ‘political council’ 
(including 26 women).156 The present author participated in a meeting with 
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russian environmentalists in February 2004 and concluded: ‘russia is a very 
male society, a weakness. russia is also very materialistic and militaristic. There 
is a need for an alternative.’ In 2009 oleg yanitsky summarised the Green 
experience in russia: ‘It could be said that the green movement in the ussr 
never was politicised, and in the 1990s even took a distance from politics.’ many 
organisations were created by the west, and not adapted to russian reality; 
small Green parties have remained marginal.157 

to summarise: there is no real Green party in russia in 2015. The 
eGp-member party is defunct; the associate party is not an independent party 
but a faction within a party that is not very ecological. of the other would-be 
Green parties, one is defunct. only a Green party controlled by a multi-
billionaire oligarch, suspected of financial machinations, remains. maybe that 
is the way it must be in the current ‘steered’ democracy of russia. why was no 
strong Green party established in russia in the 1990s? The answer is probably 
that that decade was not only a period of new freedom, but also of humiliation 
and a dramatic drop in the material standard of living. In russia a destructive 
revanchism has relegated Green concerns to the margin.

Slovakia

strana Zelenych (Green party)
Founded 1990
eGp 1995

http://www.stranazelenychpuchov.sk/sk

The slovak Green party was formed when slovakia was still a part of 
czechoslovakia. It then had a male president and a male vice president. as 
Gerhard Jordan remarked in a report to the european Greens in 1989: ‘like 
in many other east european Green parties only men were elected.’ In 1990 
the slovak Greens got 3.5% of the vote and six mps. during most of the 1990s 
they managed to retain one or two mps, but slowly became marginalised. after 
many years at the margin of politics, in the local elections of 2010 the Greens 
got 58 councillors, two of them in the city council of Bratislava. however in the 
2012 parliamentary elections the Greens got only 0.3% and failed to win a seat. 
This provoked a disappointed comment on the sZ homepage, in which it was 
observed that this was a victory of interest groups. now sZ is mobilising for the 
elections of 2016.

Serbia

Zeleni srbije (Greens of serbia)
Founded 2007
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party leadership: one man – Ivan Karic
elections: one mp

www.zelenisrbije.org

The present serbian Green party (Zs) was established on 14 september 2007. 
In 2008 and 2010 it won some seats in local councils. In 2012 it got its first mp 
(Ivan Karic) through a coalition with choice for a Better life. Zs is strongly 
against Gmos and nuclear energy, and in favour of environmental protection, 
social justice and solidarity, direct democracy, green economics, sustainability, 
respect for diversity and human rights, and prevention of all forms of violence.

In early 2014 the Zs signed a political cooperation agreement with the new 
democratic party and in February established the joint party new democratic 
party–Greens. But on 14 June 2014, the new democratic party split off and the 
Green label went back to the Greens of serbia. There is an active young Greens 
organisation which arranges an annual eco-festival over several days. 

Slovenia

stranka mladih – Zeleni evrope (The youth party – european Greens)
Founded 2000 
eGp 2006
party leadership: one man – Igor Jurišič

www.sms.si

a Green party was founded in slovenia in 1989. In the elections of 1990 
the party got 8.8% of the vote and eight mps. In 1992 it lost about half of its 
electorate, but still got five mps. In 1996 it fell below the barrier of 4% and then 
continued to lose. It was still contesting the parliamentary election of 2004 but 
got only 0.5%. 

since 2006 the youth party has been the slovenian member of the eGp. 
among its political demands are basic income, environmental protection, 
sustainable development and abolishment of compulsory military service. In 
the elections of 2000 the party got four mps, but lost them in 2004. In 2008 
it entered a coalition with the slovenian people’s party, which got five mps. 
In 2011 the youth party got only 0.86% and no seat. at the local elections in 
october 2014 the party got eight local councillors in seven municipalities, 
which according to a comment by the party president showed that the party is 
‘alive and successful’.

Ukraine

partija Zelenykh ukrainy, pZu (The Green party of ukraine)
Founded 1990
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eGp 1993
party leadership: one man – denis moskal (since 2011), replacing a female – 

tatiana Kondrachuk
national elections 2014: 0.24%

www.greenparty.ua

The pZu is a successor of the Green world association (founded december 
1987), which stood for the election in 1990 as part of the democratic bloc. 
The Green world transformed into the pZu. The party was rather strong 
in the 1990s and reached a peak in 1998 with 5.5% of the vote and 19 mps. 
one of the members, serhey Kurikyn, became minister of environment (July 
2001–november 2002) and was present at the Johannesburg earth summit in 
2002. according to the historian andrew wilson, the party was more a kind 
of sanctuary for oligarchs than a real Green party.158 This is hard to estimate, 
but when this author in 1993 visited the office of the pZu in Kiev, the party 
president Vitalij Kononov (president 1992–2006) was keen to convince me to 
use his private firm to organise boat-tours for swedish Greens on the dnieper 
river. maybe some oligarchs saw the Greens as a profitable project for the future, 
but got fed up when it appeared that pZu was not able to cope with the new 
situation after the orange revolution 2004–5. 

In a fact-finding report on the situation for political parties in ukraine in 
2010, the eGp, following an application for membership by another Green 
party – Zeleni (The Greens) – gave the following picture: ‘There is a common 
practice in the country for one businessman to create a party (perform all the 
registrations in the ministry of Justice), wait until the party is legally capable 
to participate in the elections, and then sell it. some examples of this practice 
could be “Front peremen” (leader a. yatsenyuk) and “Za ukraynu” (leader V. 
Kyrylenko). The other trend shows the creation of “clones” of the Green parties 
before each election in the country with the aim of dispersing the Green vote. 
an example from the election campaign of 2006 is the political project of sergey 
taruta, one of the partners of the current leader of Zeleni, a. prognimak, who 
invested in another political project “eco+25” with Green ideology behind it. 
They didn’t manage to get support.’

pZu was not able to maintain its results of 1998; in 2002 it got 1.3%, and in 
2006 and 2007 failed to pass 1%. still in 2012 it only got 0.35% and in october 
2014 even less, 0.24%. however, the party claims to have more than 30,000 
members, 26 regional and over 500 local branches. 

on 22 February 2014, pZu president denis moskal demanded that 
separatists in eastern ukraine be brought to justice. he received support 
from the eGp which ‘condemns the use of violence’. on 3 march 2014, pZu 
protested against the introduction of russian troops into ukraine, and on 17 
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march it warned that russia planned to intervene anywhere in the country. In a 
strongly formulated message to the european Greens in august 2014, the pZu 
maintained that ukraine is fighting a civilisational struggle against totalitarian 
aggression and asked for increased european support, including military-tech-
nological assistance as well as the toughest possible sanctions against the putin 
regime; however, it also emphasised that it was not asking for foreign troops.

Facing the extremely complicated and dangerous situation in ukraine, 
pZu has started to mobilise. logically a party based upon a non-violent and 
multiethnic ideology should have a chance to play a role when a solution is 
sooner or later reached and implemented.
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(moldovian). new Zealand: The Green charter, the founding document of The 
Green party of aotearoa new Zealand, no date (english). netherlands: Groei 
mee, programma van Groenlinks, tweede-Kamerverkiezingen 22 november 
2006 (dutch). norway: miljøpartiet de Grønnes manifest 2005–2009, vedtatt av 
landsmøtet 2005 på hafjell, endret av landsmøtet 2006 i trondheim (norwegian). 
philippines: Green phil’s platform 2000, greenphilippines.org (english). poland: 
Zielony manifest. Kluczowe tezy programowe Zielonych 2004 (polish). portugal: 
os Verdes – programa aprovado na Ix convenção nacional ecológica 16 e 17 de 
maio de 2003 casa do artista lisboa (portuguese). Quebec: nous sommes tous 
verts, plate-form du parti Vert du Québec 2007 (French). romania: party profile, 
european Green party (english). russia: Проект Программы политической 
партии “Союз зелёных России” (“Зелёная Россия”). В редакции Федерального 
Политсовета партии от 6 сентября 2005 г. (russian). scotland: The principles 
of the scottish Green party, no date (english). slovenia: Guiding principles of 
the youth party of slovenia (english). somalia: about the history of somalia 
Green party, by eng.ahmed haaji, msc (enviromentalist), director International 
relations, somalia Green party (sGp), no date (english). south africa: web 
presentation of The Green party of south africa, also known as The Government 
by the people Green party, no date (english). sweden: miljöpartiet de Grönas 
partiprogram, antaget av kongressen 2005 (swedish). switzerland: eine andere 
welt ist möglich, manifest der Grünen schweiz, verabschiedet von der dV am 
24 august 2002 (German). taiwan: history of Green party taiwan, 20 december 
2000 (english). turkey: ten Basic principles of yesiller, discussed and adopted in 
Bodrum meeting, 20–23 april 2002 (english). ukraine: electoral progamme of 
the party of Greens of ukraine, no date (english). uK: Green party of england 
and wales – statement of core principles, updated 18 may 2001 (english). usa: 
platform 2004, as adopted at the national nomination convention, milwaukee, 
wisconsin, June 2004 (english). Venezuela: ¿Qué es un movimiento ecológico 
Venezolano o movimiento Verde?, no date (spanish).

 3. paul ehrlich, Population Bomb, new york: Ballentine, 1968.
 4. tom chivers, ‘paul ehrlich still prophesying doom, and still wrong’, Telegraph, 26 

april 2012.
 5. sandy Irvine and alec ponton, A Green Manifesto: Policies for a Green Future, 

london: optima, 1988.
 6. ‘endgültigen ausstieg aus dem atomkraft’, Der Spiegel 38 (2011).
 7. The swedish Greens won a major victory when in February 2015 the new 

red-Green government, officially labelling itself ‘feminist’, decided not to extend an 
agreement for military cooperation with saudi arabia. The decision was met with 
wide support from human rights and feminist organistions all over the world, but 
also with diplomatic reprisals from saudi arabia and the arab league.

 8. andré Gorz, Critique of Economic Reason, london: Verso, 1989.
 9. In Finnish: Hyvinvointivaltion eloonjäämisoppi, 2004.
 10. ‘Is Finland ready for a Basic Income?’, Helsinki Times, 17 July 2014.
 11. see http://www.basicincome.org.
 12. A Third Sector – Green responses to privatisation of welfare services across Europe, 

Green european Foundation, 2014.
 13. Jean marie perbost, Work More? Work Less?, Green new deal series, vol. 8, Green 

european Foundation, december 2011.

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   224 11/06/2015   15:35



notes  225

 14. Julia hailes and John elkington, The Green Consumer Guide, london: Gollancz, 
1988.

 15. sandy Irvine, Beyond Green Consumerism, london: Friends of the earth, 1989.
 16. Kirkpatrick sale, Dwellers in the Land: The Bioregional Vision, san Fransisco: sierra 

club, 1985.
 17. dobson, Green Political Thought.
 18. see http://www.gdrc.org/icm/lets-faq.html.
 19. however, as of 2015, the economic crisis has almost turned the profit-based 

money-lending system upside-down by pushing some central Banks to establish 
interest rates close to, or even below, zero. It is nevertheless doubtful whether a 
zero interest rate established as the result of a crisis in the dominant productivist 
market economy could be exploited for Green economic purposes. In any case, it is 
a challenge for ecological economists.

Chapter 5

 1. This chapter is a considerably revised, enlarged and updated version of a report 
by angela aylward and per Gahrton for the Green european Foundation and the 
swedish Green think-tank cogito in 2010 (in english and swedish), updated by 
cogito in 2014 (only in swedish). It can be found at www.cogito.nu.

 2. The concepts individual co-optation, resilience creating, necessity-based and 
legitimacy-creating participation in government are invented by the author, 
after inspiration from his wife, drude dahlerup, professor of political science at 
stockholm university.

 3. a. sikk and r. h. andersen, ‘without a tinge of red: The Fall and rise of the 
estonian Greens’, Journal of Baltic Studies 11 (2009).

 4. For the Georgian experience, see per Gahrton, Georgia, Pawn in the New Great 
Game, london: pluto press, 2010.

 5. Benoit rihoux and wolfgang rüdig, ‘analysing Greens in power, setting the 
agenda’, European Journal of Political Research 45 (2006).

 6. wolfgang rüdig, ‘Between ecotopia and disillusionment: Green parties in 
european Government’, Environment 44 (2002).

 7. pierre serne, Des Verts a EELV, 30 ans d’histoire de l’écologie politique (From the 
Greens to eelV [europe ecologie, les Verts], 30 years of history of political 
ecology), paris: les petits matins, 2014.

 8. cécile duflot, De l’interieur – voyage au pays de la disillusion (From within – a 
Journey in the country of disillusion), paris: Fayard, 2014.

 9. wolfgang rüdig, ‘Is Government Good for Greens? comparing the electoral 
effects of Government participation in western and east-central europe’, European 
Journal of Political Research 45 (2006).

 10. roberto Biorcio, ‘The Italian Greens Between Government and the anti-
globalisation movement’, 2nd ecpr General conference, marburg 2003.

 11. There is an abundance of literature on the German red-Green government, 
1998–2005. some examples: c. egel and r. Zohlnhöfer, r, Ende des rot-grünen 
Projekts. Eine Bilanz der Regierung Schröder 2002–2005 (The end of the red-Green 
project: an evaluation of the schröder Government 2002–2005), wiesbaden: 
Vs Verlag, 2007; a. radcke, Das Ideal und die Macht, das Dilemma der Grünen 
(The Ideal and the power: The dilemma of the Greens), Berlin: henschel, 2001; J. 
raschke, Die Zukunft der Grünen. So kann man nicht regieren (The Future of the 
Greens: In This way it is not possible to rule), Frankfurt: campus, 2001.

 12. ‘Zurück and den wurzeln’ (Back to the roots), Der Spiegel 14 (2008). 

Gahrton GPGF 01 text   225 11/06/2015   15:35



226  green parties, green future

 13. ludger Volmer, Die Grünen, von der Protestbewegung zur etablierten Partei 
(The Greens, From a protest movement to an established party), münchen: 
Bertelsmann, 2009.

 14. see http://www.wahlrecht.de/umfragen.
 15. In Belgium the dutroux case of the paedophile killing of several girls caused a 

major uproar against the authorities, manifested in the white march of october 
1996 in Brussels with 300,000 participants.

 16. christian de Bast (ed.), Ecolo, l’épreuve du pouvoir (ecolo, the test of power), 
Bruxelles: luc pire, 2002; p. delwit and B. hellings, ‘ecolo et les élections du 18 mai 
2003, du paradis au purgatoire ou a l’enfer?’, L’Année sociale (2003).

 17. p. delwit and e. van haute, ‘Greens in a rainbow: The Impact of participation 
in Government of the Green parties in Belgium’, in Kris deschouwer (ed.), New 
Parties in Government: In Power for the First Time, london: routledge, 2008.

 18. m. hooghe and B. rihoux, ‘no place at the table: Green parties in the 2007–2008 
political crisis in Belgium’, Environmental Politics 17 (2008).

 19. pauline dumoulin and marc Jacquemain, ‘les militants ecolo: quels changements 
suite a la participation au gouvernement federal? etude comparative de deux 
générations de militant ecolo’, université de liège, 2007.

 20. J. paastela, ‘Finnish Greens’ exit From the Government’, 2nd ecpr General 
conference, 2003.

 21. she was elected to the eu parliament in 2014.
 22. J. sundberg and n. wilhelmsson, ‘moving from movement to Government: The 

transformation of the Finnish Greens’, in deschouwer, New Parties in Government.
 23. Irish Independent, 28 september 2009. 
 24. pat Flanagan in the Mirror, 26 august 2009. 
 25. mary minihan, A Deal With the Devil: The Green Party in Government, dunboyne: 

maverich house, 2011.
 26. rihoux and rüdig, ‘analysing Greens in power’.
 27. p. dumont and h. Bäck, ‘why so Few, and why so late? Green parties and the 

Question of Governmental participation’, European Journal of Political Research 45 
(2006).

 28. deschouwer, New Parties in Government.
 29. m. pedersen, ‘towards a new typology of party lifespans and minor parties’, 

Scandinavian Political Studies 5:1 (1982).
 30. nicole Bolleyer, ‘The organisational costs of public office’, in deschouwer, New 

Parties in Government.
 31. ‘ecolo dans d’eventuelles participations gouvernementales: principes’, 16 July 2009.
 32. rihoux and rüdig, ‘analysing Greens in power’.
 33. rüdig, ‘Is Government Good for Greens?’
 34. F. müller-rommel and t. poguntke (eds.), Green Parties in National Governments, 

london: routledge, 2002.
 35. Bolleyer, ‘The organisational costs of public office’.
 36. Jim Jepps, ‘how Three Green parties went wrong’, 5 June 2010, at http://jimjay.

blogspot.com/2010/06/those-right-wing-greens.html.
 37. rüdig, ‘Between ecotopia and disillusionment’. 

Chapter 6
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